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The mate choice of female mice in the situation where the females keep their sexual initiative

Kazuya Tomihara (Institute of Psychology, University of Tsukuba, Ibaraki 305, Japan)

Twenty trios composed of two males and a female were tested first by the preference test
and then by the sexual behavior test. A cage was equally devided into 3 portions by partitions,
each with a gateway with wire gauze. A male was placed in either of the sided portions and the
female was introduced into the middle. The female was free to investigate two male portions
through the wire gauze for 3 hours, but could not enter the male portions. The investigation fre-
quency and the total time of the female did not show any preference for a male. Following the
test, the sexual behavior test was started by the removal of the wire gauzes. The female could
visit the male portions to make full interactions with males, but the male was prevented by elec-
tric shocks from chasing the female out of its own portion. Observation was continued for 3 hours
or until a male ejaculated. Nine males out of 20 trios successfully ejaculated. The females were
found to exhibit lordosis more frequently when the successful males mounted than unsuccessful
males mounted. The results indicates that female mice should make a choice or selection of their
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own sexual partners in some way.
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