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A Review on the Perception of Musical Rhythms by

Children with Hearing Impairments

Masashi HAYASHIDA and Yasuyoshi KATO

The studies on the time perception and the rhythm perception were reviewed from the
viewpoint of two processes : grouping sound sequences and the meter perception. It
was suggested that the models which integrate grouping and meter perception adequate-
ly are needed to clarify the processes of musical rhythm perception. We pointed out the
methodological problems in the traditional studies on the rhythm perception by children
with hearing impairments and suggested that the measurement of synchronization
responses to the sound sequences (like a tapping) seems to be useful to investigate their
processes of the rhythm perception. Furthermore, many studies showed that rhythms
were able to be perceived by visually and tactually. From this finding, we guessed that
the combined use of several modalities could improve the abilities in the rhythm

perception of children with hearing impairments.

Key Words : children with hearing impairments, thythm perception, synchronization,

modality
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