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Dating Hominin occupation of the north
of the Namib Sand Sea, Namibia
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Calcretes above basal
sands contain
structures and
deformation.

Mudstones,
capped at GT1
with sandstone
(incl. calcretes)
record standing
water then drying.

Legend
 All very consolidated, o Study Area 1 fauna

and could be part of
Palaeogene Tsondab
Sandstone Formation!] o Study Area 2 lithics
* Not targeted for dating.

Near-horizontal sands and banded calcretes at Fossil Bed 1
record varying moisture availability through time.
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ESA lithics

Map of Namib IV showing: (i) distribution of lithics and fossil fauna in 2022 survey, (ii) the spatial
concentration of ESA lithics (yellow shading) observed in 2021, and (iii) location of 2022 geotrenches
to investigate palaeoenvironmental conditions (where solid circles indicate sampling for dating).
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= Cross-bedded sands above mudstone at Massive sands, thin-wavy bedded sands, capped

5’:, GT4 record dune migration after drying. with calcrete in GT 2, similar to Fossil Bed 1.

E Sampled in the middle of the cross-bedded sands. Sampled: (A) basal massive yellowish-red sand, (B) massive fine
These dip NNW, and angle varies from 16° to 20°. white sand & (C) white bedded sands with red-yellow laminations.
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4 , Two auger sites and two geotrenches targeted in 2022. but quartz is near saturation.
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A (i) Sands with fine gravel, above a lens (Kuiseb interdune flooding less likely).
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former Tsondab River course(s). survey sites and
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