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DATA = EVIDENCE 

http://epicgraphic.com/data-cake 

http://epicgraphic.com/data-cake


SOME EXAMPLES OF DATA 
Tables and spreadsheets 
Sensor and instrument output 
Software source code and simulations 
Images, video, and audio 
Observation logs 
Workflows 
Interview transcripts 
Survey instruments and results 
Etc. 
 



CAMPUS COLLABORATION 
Purdue University Research Repository (PURR) 
 

The PURR service is a collaborative effort of the Purdue 
University Libraries, Executive Vice President for Research and 
Partnerships, and Information Technology at Purdue. PURR is a 
designated university core research facility. 
 

Designated community:  
Purdue University faculty, staff, and graduate student 
researchers; their collaborators; and the current and future 
consumers of their data. 
 



LIBRARY STRATEGIC PLAN 
Data is written into the three pillars of our strategic plan: 
• Learning: “…information literacy defined broadly to include 

digital information literacy, science literacy, data literacy, 
health literacy, etc…” 

• Scholarly Communication: “Lead in data-related scholarship 
and initiatives” 

• Global Challenges: “We will lead in international initiatives in 
information literacy and e-science and … contribute to 
international information literacy, learning spaces, data 
management, and scholarly communication initiatives.” 

 

https://www.lib.purdue.edu/sites/default/files/admin/plan2016.pdf 

https://www.lib.purdue.edu/sites/default/files/admin/plan2016.pdf


http://purr.purdue.edu 

http://purr.purdue.edu/
http://purr.purdue.edu/


CURATION LIFECYCLE SERVICE MODEL 

Witt, M. (2012). Co-designing, Co-developing, and Co-implementing an Institutional Data Repository Service. Journal 
of Library Administration, 52(2). DOI:10.1080/01930826.2012.655607. http://docs.lib.purdue.edu/lib_fsdocs/6/ 
 
Digital Curation Centre’s Curation Lifecycle Model: http://www.dcc.ac.uk/resources/curation-lifecycle-model 
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PURR POSTCARD AND POSTER 
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DATA MANAGEMENT PLANS 
• Boilerplate text 
• Example DMPs 
• DMP Self-Assessment 
• DMPTool 
• Workshops 
• Tutorials 
• Reference and consultation with subject-specialist librarian 

and/or data services specialist 

https://purr.purdue.edu/dmp 

https://purr.purdue.edu/dmp


Dimensions of Discovery (Winter 2013). Office of the Vice President for Research, Purdue University,  
http://www.purdue.edu/research/vpr/publications/docs/dimensions/Winter2013.pdf 

http://www.purdue.edu/research/vpr/publications/docs/dimensions/Winter2013.pdf
http://www.purdue.edu/research/vpr/publications/docs/dimensions/Winter2013.pdf


CREATE A PROJECT 

PURR project tutorial video: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q5xGO_oF9uQ 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q5xGO_oF9uQ


USE PROJECT TO COLLABORATE 
Create: 
• any Purdue faculty, staff, or graduate student researcher can create projects 
• describe the project 
• disclaim use of sensitive or restricted data 
• receive a default allocation of storage 
• register a grant award to increase allocation 
• invite collaborators to join project 
 

Collaborate: 
• git repository to share and version files (sftp & Google Drive integration) 
• virtual machine/s 
• wiki 
• blog 
• to-do list management and project notes 
• newsfeed 
• stage data publications 

 



STORAGE ALLOCATION 

https://purr.purdue.edu/about/pricing 

https://purr.purdue.edu/about/pricing


DATA PUBLICATION & ARCHIVING 

PURR publication  tutorial video: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jYBcsfiRhio 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jYBcsfiRhio


ORGANIZATION AND STAFFING 
• Executive Committee: Dean of Libraries, Vice 

President for Research, Chief Information Officer 
• Steering Committee: 2 from libraries, 2 from IT, 2 

from research office and sponsored programs, 3 
domain faculty researchers 

• Personnel: Project Director (.50), Technologists 
(3.85), HUBzero Liaison (.35), Metadata Specialist 
(.20), Digital Archivist (.25), Repository Outreach 
Specialist (1.0), Data Curator (1.0) 

• Key players: Subject-specialist librarians & data 
services specialists 
 
 



Librarians consult on data management plans in their subject 
areas. 

Creating opportunities for librarians to interact with researchers about data 



Librarian is notified by e-mail when a new project is created 
or a grant is awarded, based on department affiliation of 
Purdue project owner.  

Creating opportunities for librarians to interact with researchers about data 



Librarian may consult or collaborate on project if 
needed. 

Creating opportunities for librarians to interact with researchers about data 



Librarians review and post submitted 
datasets. 

Creating opportunities for librarians to interact with researchers about data 



At the end of initial commitment (10 years), archived and 
published datasets are remanded to the Libraries’ 
collection. A librarian working with the digital archivist 
selects (or not) the dataset for the collection. 

Creating opportunities for librarians to interact with researchers about data 



ASSESSMENT 
2013 was first full year of PURR in operation, to date: 
• 1,405 data management plans 
• 163 grant awards 
• 1,295 registered researchers 
• 477 research projects (455 active in last 30 days) 
• 120 citations 
 

DMP analysis (n=111 NSF proposals from Purdue, Jan-Jun 2013) 
• 49% PURR 
• 29% Local computer or server 
• 14% Disciplinary repository (e.g., ICPSR, Protein Data Bank, 

nanoHUB, NEES) 
• 8% No data or not applicable 
 



THANK YOU 

PURR: http://purr.purdue.edu 

 
 

Michael Witt 
Head, Distributed Data Curation Center 

Associate Professor of Library Science 
http://www.lib.purdue.edu/research/witt 

E-mail: mwitt@purdue.edu 

http://bit.ly/1HUfKJl 
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