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Affordable Care Act: 
The Basics 



Video:  Obamacare vs. Affordable Care Act 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sx2scvIFGjE 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sx2scvIFGjE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sx2scvIFGjE


Enrollment 





 
 

 
Massachusetts Health Connector 
 
https://www.mahealthconnector.org/ 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.mahealthconnector.org/
https://www.mahealthconnector.org/




You are not alone 

 Navigators 
 Certified Application Counselors 
 Assisters 
 Agents and Brokers  
 Champions for Coverage 
 



http://marketplace.cms.gov/  

http://marketplace.cms.gov/


The Role of The Library 





 



A few questions and where to go to 
have them answered… 



Q: What is the best way to have my 
questions about the Health 
Insurance Marketplace answered? 
 
A: Visit http://www.healthcare.gov  
or  
https://www.mahealthconnector.org/ 
  
 
 

http://www.healthcare.gov/
https://www.mahealthconnector.org/






Q: When are the Open Enrollment 
Periods?  
 
 



A:  



Q: Where can I go to see the 
Application Form?  
 
A: Health Insurance Marketplace 
http://marketplace.cms.gov  

http://marketplace.cms.gov/


 
http://marketplace.cms.gov/getofficialresources/publications-and-articles/marketplace-

application-for-family.pdf 

  

http://marketplace.cms.gov/getofficialresources/publications-and-articles/marketplace-application-for-family.pdf
http://marketplace.cms.gov/getofficialresources/publications-and-articles/marketplace-application-for-family.pdf
http://marketplace.cms.gov/getofficialresources/publications-and-articles/marketplace-application-for-family.pdf


MedlinePlus & Information  
Related to ACA 

 Health Insurance 
 Financial Assistance 
 Managed Care 
 Medicare 
 Medicaid 
 



 
 
 

 
 

 

 



Where do you get your  
health information? 



How do you know if online health 
information is reliable and accurate? 
Look for: 
 Authority 
 Accuracy 
 Bias 
 Coverage 
 Currency 
 And, user friendliness 



MedlinePlus.gov 
 Reliable, authoritative 
 Consumer-friendly 
 No ads 
 Updated daily 
 Strict quality guidelines 
 English and Spanish 
 Links to information in 

>40 languages 
 Multimedia, news, 

images, encyclopedia, 
tutorials and more… 











Share MedlinePlus 







MedlinePlus Health Topics 





Example:  Multilingual Health Information 
 Good Mental Health is Ageless 

Vietnamese, SAMSHA 

 



Medical encyclopedia 



Medical 
encyclopedia 









Source:  American Society of Health System Pharmacists 



Natural Medicines  
Comprehensive Database 





Surgery Videos  
  



 Assess your risk for health conditions. 
 Learn more about your health. 
 
 



Health Check Tool  

AHRQ, Build Your Question List 
http://www.ahrq.gov/questionsaretheanswer/questionBuilder.aspx  

http://www.ahrq.gov/questionsaretheanswer/questionBuilder.aspx


BAM Stress-O-Meter 
http://bam.gov  

Health Check Tool  
 

http://bam.gov/


Health Check Tool 

Choose My Plate 
http://choosemyplate.gov/SuperTracker  

http://choosemyplate.gov/SuperTracker


 For kids/teens. Fun for adults too! 
 Learn more about health conditions 
 
 



MedlinePlus Games 

Bullying RoundUp 
http://www.bam.gov/sub_yourlife/yourlife_bullyroundup.html# 

  

http://www.bam.gov/sub_yourlife/yourlife_bullyroundup.html


FriendFinder  
http://onlineonguard.gov 

MedlinePlus Games 
 

http://onlineonguard.gov/


MedlinePlus Games 
 

Choose My Plate:  Blast Off Game 
http://www.fns.usda.gov/multimedia/Games/Blastoff/BlastOff_Game.html  

http://www.fns.usda.gov/multimedia/Games/Blastoff/BlastOff_Game.html




   A quarterly publication of the Friends of the National 
Library of Medicine.  Get a free subscription! 

 



In Spanish too! 



 NIH MedlinePlus Salud Magazine  













http://nihseniorhealth.gov  

http://nihseniorhealth.gov/








 
 
 
 
 
 



Make MedlinePlus.gov  
your first choice for  

online health information 
 
 
 
 

. 
 



Thank you! 
Catherine Carr,  MLIS 

Education & Clinical Services Librarian 

University of Massachusetts Medical School 

catherine.carr@umassmed.edu 

 

With help from: 

Michelle Eberle, MSLIS 

NN/LM NER Consumer Health Information Coordinator 

michelle.eberle@umassmed.edu 

 

Margot Malachowski, MSLIS 

NN/LM NER Healthy Communities, Community of Interest Leader 

Baystate Health Outreach Librarian 

margot.malachowski@baystatehealth.org 
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