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TEACHING EVIDENCE- BASED MEDICINE IN THE 3RD YEAR FAMILY
MEDICINE CLER KSHIP

Len Levin, AHIP, Manager, Educational Programming
Jim Comes, Associate Director, Research, Education and Information Services
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Then

THEN: In 1999, the library and the Department of
Family Medicine began co-teaching Evidence-Based
Medicine to students in the 3rd year Family
Medicine Clerkship. The classes relied heavily on
lecture with a strong emphasis on detailed EBM
statistics. Students were told “the best” sites to use
to find good evidence but were not necessarily
instructed how to recognize good evidence and utilize
it. From early on, student comments have been
solicited at the close of each class. Through student
input, changes occurring within Evidence-Based
Medicine and faculty study/discussion, many changes
have occurred throughout the seven years of this
teaching collaboration.
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practice
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Less “search for it”,
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NOW: Today, the class focuses more on helping students
to 1dentify good evidence and less on “the best” place to
find it and statistically analyze it. We have garnered a
60.4% total return on student feedback that has given us
great insight into what the student’s value in this
training. One measure now used to help students better
identify and critique the literature for good evidence is
the inclusion of a module on bias. Some content has also
been moved to a pre-class WebC'T presentation, allowing
students more time for useful exercises and practice.
This helps them to understand the impact EBM can have
within their training and future clinical practice.

2. PubMed Clinical Queries Filters Number Needed to Treat =

NNT =100 / (28% - 19% = 9%) =

* Freely available: www.pubmed.gov

. Sean:hes the anary Literature . . .
- _ Relative Risk Reduction =

. Slmple tn use — “smart” subject mapping
— Filter By “English”, Age (if appropriate) and
Abstract

— Use* {congest*) to look for different word
emdings
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