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Marymount College
1962-1975



Marymount College was founded 
by a group of progressive nuns 
from the Religious Order of the 
Sacred Heart of Mary. 



Broke ground on June 9, 
1962 as the first two-year 
Catholic junior college for 
women in Florida and the 
5th Marymount College in 
the country.



(Top) August 1963: Founding RSHM nuns

(Right) August 1963: Two nuns departing 
Miami for Boca Raton.



(Left) Nuns on campus (under construction)

(TOP) Nuns, students, and alligators



Left: Construction at the future site of Marymount College
Right: Frank J. Rooney contractors



Marymount College was 
dedicated on December 14, 
1963. There were four original 
buildings: Founders' Hall (two-
story student center, chapel, 
Rowley Library, dining room, 
auditorium, bookstore), Trinity 
Residence Hall (first dormitory), 
Carroll Hall (academic building), 
and St. Joseph's Hall (utility 
building). 

The New York architectural and 
engineering firm, Evans and 
Delehanty, designed the 
buildings, and Frank J. Rooney, 
Inc. was the general contractor.

Four original buildings (Clockwise): Founders 
Hall, Trinity Hall, Carroll Hall (April 1963), St. 
Joseph’s Hall (under construction, Feb. 
1963)



The first class had only 98 
students. Reportedly, 
women came from 18 states 
and four foreign countries. 
There were also 12 local 
students.



Marymount College 
students organized 
the 1st civil rights 
march in Boca Raton.



1965: First summer migrant program



Summer 1969: Child 
Enrichment Program & 
Project Upward Bound



“Marymount has always seen its 
mission not only as an educational 
one but as one of service to the 
community.”

- Mother de la Croix, Second 
President of Marymount College



In 1964, Marymount opens a second dormitory – East Hall –
later known as Wixted Hall, now known as Freiburger Hall.



In 1967, Marymount opened a third dormitory – West Hall – later 
known as Patton Hall, now known as the de Hoernle Residence 
Hall.



On February 22, 1970, the 
Milton F. Lewis and Rita C. 
Lewis Library opened. 



Men weren’t allow to enter 
Marymount College as full-
time degree candidates 
until 1967. 

Fall 1971 marked the first 
time in Marymount’s history 
that men are allowed to 
reside on campus.



In 1971, due to a decrease in 
enrollment and severe financial 
hardship, the Board of Trustees 
voted to close Marymount College, 
effective May 31, 1972. 

President Gerard 
Fagan announced 
the news on 
September 30, 
1971.



Don Ross, then 
founder/president of Wilmington 
College in Delaware, came to 
Boca Raton to purchase the 
library books of the failing school, 
but instead, saved the college by 
forming a consortium with 
Wilmington College.



Top: Ellen and Kevin Ross play on 
campus as children
Center: Kevin Ross rides his big wheel
Right: The Ross family: Don, Helen, 
Ellen, and Kevin
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Dr. Donald Ross attends a 
Marymount College fundraising 
event.



The Board of Trustees voted on the name change in December 1974, took 
effect February 1, 1975.



College of Boca Raton
1975-1991



Boca Raton High 
School / Trinity 
Academy / Potomac 
School / Potomac 
Country Day School
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(Left): Sue Merrill and Helen Ross
(Right): Pine Tree Camps, 1978
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The College of Boca Raton 
Men's Soccer Team won the 
first national championship for 
the institution in 1987.
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The College of Boca Raton is renamed Lynn University to 
honor longtime donors Eugene M. and Christine E. Lynn.



Lynn University
1991-Today



1991-2006
• Name change September 1991
• Period of growth and change for school under Don Ross
• 1999 Lynn acquired Harid Conservatory of Music



2006-2011
• Don Ross retires after 35 years. 

Kevin Ross becomes president in 
2006.

• Wold Performing Arts Center 
opened in 2010, creating a home 
for performance arts at Lynn

• Dialogues of Learning
• Founders Day
• 2010 Haiti earthquake





2012-2013: 
Biggest Academic Year So Far

• 50th anniversary year
• 2012 Presidential Debate, 

which spurred tremendous 
change.
• New entrance
• Relocation of preserve
• Infrastructure/network 

changes/improvements
• Economic boost to the 

community

• iPad initiative 



2014-2022:
Tremendous Growth

• 2 new dorms added
• Acquired Digital Media Arts College
• Christine E. Lynn University Center built
• Indimi College of Business and Management 

built
• Lynn seamlessly transitioned to virtual 

teaching and learning in the wake of 
COVID. Now back to in-person learning.

• Boca Raton Innovation Center (BRiC) 
partnership & NFT Museum

• New Health Center being renovated
• Fall 2022: Lynn's largest-ever incoming 

freshman class at 860 students



Giving Back to the Community
• 2015 Project Civitas born
• 2017 Social Impact Lab, Ambassador Corps
• 2018 Fair Trade University
• 2018 Millennium Fellowship
• May 2022: Lynn recognized by the Times Higher Education for its long-

standing commitment to the United Nations Sustainable Development 
Goals
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60 years of service: 
Lynn’s legacy of 
service to the 
community

https://spiral.lynn.edu/community-service-timeline/


Interesting Facts About Lynn



Out of five presidents, only 
two were laymen: our 
current President Kevin 
Ross and the preceding 
president Dr. Donald Ross.

• Top (L to R) Sister Jogues 
Egan, Sister de la Croix 
O’Connell / Bottom (L to R): The 
Rev. Gerard Fagan, Dr. Donald 
E. Ross, and Dr. Kevin M. Ross



Susan B. Anthony, the 
famous suffragist and 
women’s rights activist, had 
a grandniece with the same 
name who was a Theology 
professor at Marymount 
College from 1965-1969. In 
addition to teaching, Dr. 
Susan B. Anthony wrote 
several books and, prior to 
joining Marymount, was a 
journalist.



President Don Ross ran for 
Congress during the 1984 Election 
against Democratic incumbent Dan 
Mica. 



In a 2017 interview 
with Don Ross, he told 
me marrying Helen 
was his greatest 
achievement.
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