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RHODE ISLAND
COURT STRUCTURE

Rhode Island has a unified court sys-
tem composed of four statewide courts:
the District and Family Courts are trial
courts of special jurisdiction, the Supe-
rior Court is the general trial court, and
the Supreme Court is the court of review.

The entire system in Rhode Island is
state-funded with the exception of Pro-
bate Courts, which are the responsibility
of cities and towns, and the Municipal
Courts, which are local courts of limited

jurisdiction. The Chief Justice of the Su-
preme Court is the executive head of the
state court system and has authority over
the judicial budget. The Chief Justice
appoints a state court administrator and
an administrative staff to handle budget-
ary and general administrative functions.
Each court has responsibility over its
own operations and has a chief judge
who appoints an administrator to hancﬁe
internal court management.

SUPREME COURT imed
5 Justices: Staff-98
SUPERIOR COURT FAMILY COURT
19 Justices: Staff-118 11 judges: Staff-135
CRIMINAL. aviL JUVENILE ADULT DOMESTIC
Al Felomes Over $5.000 Man.is i ayuaed/Delinguent s it
Es Habeas Corpus. Child Abuse Non-Support -
Condemnation Probate Appeals ” Custody
Nacurahzation Zonwng Bosed Parenul Rights Cnmunal Child Domesac Abuse
Exeradetion Appeals i AURE
A Jury Trab :‘:::'m“
e DISTRICT COURT
13 Judges: Staff-56
CRIMINAL aviL
Violstsors To $10.000
Musdemeanors Small Clams
Felons Arragnments Mental Health
Housing Code
Administranve Agency Appeaks

Staffing and jurisdictional organization of the Rhode Island Courts.

SUPREME COURT

The Supreme Court has final advisory
and appeﬁate jurisdiction on questions of
law and equity, and it also has supervi-
sory powers over the other state courts.
In addition, the Supreme Court has gen-
eral advisory responsibility to both the
Legislative and Executive branches of the
state government concerning the consti-
tutionality of legislation. Another re-

sponsibility of the Supreme Court is the
regulation of admission to the Bar and
the discipline of its members.

The Chief Justice of the Supreme Court
also serves as the executive head of the
state court system. The Chief Justice ap-
points the State Court Administrator and
the staff of the Administrative Office of
the State Courts. This office performs



personnel, fiscal, and purchasing func-
tions for the state court system. In addi-
tion, the Administrative Office serves a
wide range of management functions,
including the development and opera-
tion of automated information systems
for all courts; long-range planning; the
collection, analysis, and reporting of in-
formation on court caseloads and oper-
ations; the development and implemen-
tation of management improvement
projects in specified areas; and the super-
vision of facilities.

The State Law Library is also under the
direction of the Supreme Court. The li-
brary’s primary function is to provide ref-
erence materials and research services for
the judges and staff of the courts. How-
ever, it also serves the general commu-
nity as the only comprehensive law
library in the state.

SUPERIOR COURT

The Superior Court is the trial court of
general jurisdiction. Civil matters con-
cerning claims in excess of $5,000 and all
equity proceedings are heard in this
court. The Superior Court also has origi-
nal jurisdiction over all crimes and of-
fenses except as otherwise provided by
law, and thus all indictments by grand
juries and informations charged by the
Department of Attorney General are re-
turned there. The Superior Court has
appellate jurisdiction from decisions of
local probate and municipal courts. Also,
except as specifically provided by statute,
criminal and civil cases tried in the Dis-
trict Court are brought to the Superior
Court on appeal for a trial de novo. In
addition, there are numerous appeals
and statutory proceedings, such as re-
development, land condemnation cases,
zoning appeals, and enforcement of
arbitrators” awards, which are under the
jurisdiction of the Superior Court. The
Superior Court also has concurrent juris-
diction with the Supreme Court over
writs of habeas corpus, mandamus, and
certain other prerogative writs. Appeals
from the Superior Court are heard 7y the
Supreme Court.
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Map of the State of Rhode Island showing the Superior and
Family Courts

FAMILY COURT

The Family Court was created to focus
special attention on individual and social
problems concerning families and chil-
dren. Consequently, its goals are to as-
sist, protect, and if possible, restore fami-
lies whose unity or well-being is bein
threatened. This court is also charge
with assuring that children within its
jurisdiction receive the care, guidance,
and control conducive to their welfare
and the best interests of the state. Addi-
tionally, if children are removed from the
control of their parents, the court seeks to
secure for them care equivalent to that
which their parents should have given
them.

Reflecting these specific goals, the
Family Court has jurisdiction to hear and
determine all petitions for divorce and
any motions in conjunction with divorce
proceedings, such as motions relating to
the distribution of property, alimony,
support, and the custody of children. It



also hears petitions for separate mainte-
nance, and complaints regarding support
for parents and children. The Family
Court also has jurisdicion over those
matters relating to delinquent, wayward,
derendent, neglected, atused or men-
tally defective or mentally disordered
children. It also has jurisdiction over
adoptions, child marriages, paternity
proceedings, and a number of other mat-
ters involving domestic relations and
juveniles.

Appeals from decisions of the Family
Court are taken directly to the state
Supreme Court.

DISTRICT COURT

Most people who come before courts
in this state have contact initially with
the District Court. Thus, the District
Court has been divided into eight divi-
sions to give the people of the state easy
geographic access to the court system.

The jurisdiction of the District Court
includes small claims that can be brought
without a lawyer for amounts under
$1,500 and actions at law concerning
claims of no more than $5,000. In 1981
legislation also déave the District Court
concurrent jurisdiction with the Superior
Court for actions at law between $5,000
and $10,000 with transfer to the Superior
Court available upon demand of either
party. This court also has jurisdiction
over violations of municipal ordinances
or regulations.

The District Court also has original
jurisdiction over all misdemeanors where
the right to a jury trial in the first instance
has been waived. If a defendant invokes
the right to a jury trial, the case is trans-
ferredg to the Superior Court.

Unlike many limited jurisdiction
courts, the Rhode Island District Court
does not handle traffic violations, except
for a very few of the most serious of-
fenses.

Appeals from District Court decisions
in both civil and criminal cases go to the
Superior Court for trial de novo. In actual
practice, this right to a new trial is seldom
used, and District Court dispositions are
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Map of the State of Rhode Island showing the Divisions of
the District Court

final in 96.7% of all criminal cases and
98.5% of all civil cases. An additional
category of minor offense, called viola-
tions, was created by the Legislature in
1976. Decisions of the District Court on
violation cases are final and subject to
review only on writ of certiorari to the
Supreme Court.

ince October 1976, the District Court
has had jurisdiction over hearings on
involuntary hospitalization under the
mental health, drug abuse, and alcohol-
ism laws. The District Court also has
jurisdiction to hear appeals from the
adjudicatory decisions of the state tax
administrator and several regulatory
agencies and boards. The court also has
the power to order compliance with the
subpoenas and rulings of the same agen-
cies and boards. In 1977, this court’s
jurisdicion was again increased to in-
clude violations of state and local hous-
ing codes. District Court decisions in all
these matters are only subject to review
by the Supreme Court.



1987 IN THE RHODE ISLAND COURTS

JUDICIAL BUDGET COMPARISON

After reaching a recent year low in Fiscal Year ‘83 (1.35%), the judicial share of the state budgel
has continued to show modest increases. Actual expenditures for F.Y. ‘87 reflected an increase in
the judicial share to 1.42%, although the budgeted figure was 1.38%. Greater demands being
placed on the judiciary and substantial initiatives presently underway emphasize the need to
continue an increased financial commitment to the judiciary.

FY83 FY84 FY85 FY86 FY87 FY88'
STATE BUDGET 1,170,913,932 1,241,831,167 1,341,554,517 1,435,709,612 1,529,187,981 1,736,958.431
Increase 36,373,312 70,917,235 99,723,350 94,155,095 93,478,369 207,770,450
JUDICIAL BUDGET 15,833,435 17,041,254 18,773,562 19,787,183 21,767,862 24,508,564
Increase (332,544) 1,207,819 1,732,308 1,013,621 1,796,648 2,740,702
JUDICIAL SHARE 1.35% 1.37% 1.39% 1.38% 1.42% 1.41%

°F.Y. 88 figures represent budget program-previous years are actual expenditures
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1985. Dispositions also dropped slightly
compared to 1986, but they still were
higher than the number filed. The num-
ber disposed was 3,102, which was 82
more than were filed.

Although there was a difference be-
tween filings and dispositions of 82
cases, the active felony caseload dropped
this year by 245 cases, probably due to
the number of warrants issued. At the
beginning of the year there were 1,988
cases pending, and at the end the num-
ber stood at 1,643. In addition, there was
a reduction in the number of cases over
180 days old compared to last year. Cases
in this category dropped by 104, and at
the end of the year the number pending
over 180 days was 1,171.

PROVIDENCE/BRISTOL COUNTIES
FELONY CASEFLOW

w— FILINCS DISPOSITIONS

vfﬁt

1983 1984 1985 1986 1987

Despite a reduction in the number of
cases over 180 days old, the older cases
have become a larger percent of the
pending caseload. Between 1984 and
1986 the cases over 180 days old consis-
tently represented around 63% to 64% of
the total, but this year they increased to
71.3%.

Out of the 3,102 criminal dispositions
in Providence County, 97 cases or 3.7%
were disposed by trial, 486 or 15.7%
were dismissed, and 2,519 or 81.2% were
disposed by plea. In this county the
manner of disposition was a major factor
in the time from filing to disposition. Of
the cases disposed by plea or dismissal,
58.6% took less than 180 days. On the
other hand, for cases disposed by trial,
only 11.6% were handled within 180
days. For the majority of cases disposed
by trial (54.7%), the time from filing to
disposition was between 270 and 720

17
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days. Approximately 22.1% of the cases
took from 270 to 360 days, and 32.6%
took from 361 to 720 days.

PROVIDENCE/BRISTOL COUNTIES
PENDING FELONY CASES AS OF 12/31/87
I ALL a CASES OVER
CASES 180 DAYS OLD

12/84 12/85 12/86 12/87

Misdemeanor filings were also lower
than a year ago in Providence County.
There were 471 misdemeanors filed as
compared to 767 the year before. (Typi-
cally misdemeanor filings have fluctu-
ated from year to year.) As with felonies,
misdemeanor _ dispositions  decreased
compared to 1986, sut they were higher
than filings for the year. The number dis-
posed was 508, 37 more than were filed.
At the end of the year there were 427
misdemeanors pending, which was 51
less than the year before.

In contrast to criminal filings the num-
ber of cases filed on the civil side was
higher this year. However, despite this,
there were t}e’wer cases added to the trial
calendar. The number added was 1,883
as compared to 2,056 the year before.

OUT-COUNTIES
FELONY CASEFLOW

DISPOSITIONS

FILINGS == —

1983 1984 1985 1986 1987

This year marked a turning point in
terms of dispositions on the civil calen-



600
ALL CASES

200










6000

1983

1984

1985

1986

il

1987



Of the 6,963 juvenile cases filed, 3,447
{roughly 50%) were referred to the trial
calendar. This again was a small increase
(54 cases) compared to the number re-
ferred a year ago. However, compared to
1983 the juvenile trial workload has risen
by 811 cases or 30.7%.

Dispositions on the trial calendar were
also higher in 1987. There were 3,425
cases disposed this year compared to
3,336 in 1986. The number disposed was
just slightly less than the number added
(22 cases) and represented a disposition
rate for cases on the trial calendar of
99%, which was comparable to the re-
sults of the past four years. Between 1983
and 1986 dispositions ranged from
97.6% to 100% of the cases added to the
calendar.

JUVENILE TRIAL CALENDAR RESULTS

198

Because dispositions fell below added
cases, there was an increase this year in
the pending juvenile caseload. As of Jan-
uary 1, 1988 the number of pending ju-
venile trials was 494. This was only a 5%
growth compared to 1986, but over the
past four years there has been an incre-
mental increase each year, and as a result
the total increase for the five year period
has been almost 57% (179 cases).

Despite a larger caseload, the court has
continued to dispose of cases in a timely
fashion, and at the beginning of 1988
there were fewer juvenﬁe cases over 90
days old than a year ago. In January,
1987 the number of wayward/delin-
quent cases exceeding the 90 day guide-
line was 75, whereas this year it was 58.
Likewise, the number of civil cases pend-
ing over 90 days totalled 75 a year ago,
and this year it was down to 52.

At the same time, there was a small
Increase in the average time to disposi-
tion for wayward/delinquent cases. In
both 1985 and 1986 the average time was

22

approximately 74 days, but this year it
rose to 78 days.

WAYWARD/DELINQUENT CASES
PENDING OVER 90 DAYS

12/83  12/84  12/85  12/86  12/87

The results on the domestic side show
that divorce filings were almost at the
same level as in 1986. The number filed
this year was 4,904, and a year ago it was
4,926. In fact, divorce filings have been
fairly constant over the five year period
and have fluctuated by only 5%. On the
other hand, the contested divorce case-
load has grown by 20% between 1984
and 1987 (1983 figures are not available).
In 1984 there were 802 cases added to
the contested calendar, and this past year
the total was 970.

Dispositions for contested cases have
also increased, but for three years in suc-
cession they have fallen short of the
number added to the calendar. This past
year the number disposed was 908,
which was 62 less than the number add-
ed, giving a disposition rate for the year
of 93.6%.

CONTESTED DIVORCL
CALENDAR RESULTS

TOTAL PENDING

\“\

PENDING OVER 180 DAYS OLD _
//hN\\__,I’

— PENDING OVER 360 DAYS OLD

12/83 12/84 12/85 12/86 12/87

Due to the gap between the number of
cases added to the contested calendar
and the number disposed, the pending
caseload has increased each of the past
three years. The total pending as of the
beginning of the year was 690, which is
an increase of 210 cases or 43.7% in the
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SMALL CLAIMS
FILINGS VS. DISPOSITIONS
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In comparison to last year, dispositions
for regular civil cases increased vy 4,601
and compared to five years ago they in-
creased by 8,202. For this category the
disposition rate for the year was 95.6%,
which was a dramatic jump from last
year's rate of 77.5%. For small claims the
rate was 88.4%, up from 82.9% in 1986.
The disposition rate for small claims in
the (Previous three years varied from
64.4% to 67%.

Misdemeanor dispositions also rose in
1987. The number disposed was 31,756.
This was an increase of 1,521 compared
to 1986, and it was the highest number
disposed in the five year period. The dis-
position rate for the year was 90.9%,
which was on a par witl the rate for 1986
(90.7%). However, even though during
the three previous years the number of
misdemeanor cases disposed was lower
than in 1987, the rate of dispositions was
higher and ranged between 94.7% and
96.4%.

MISDEMEANORS AND VIOLATIONS
OVER 60 DAYS OLD
(NON-CAPIAS ONLY)

The District Court also made strides in
the last three months of the year in re-
ducing the number of misdemeanors
pending more than 60 days. The number

1987

28

of cases in this category at the end of the
year was 472, down from 693 at the end
of September. Thus, in three months the
District Court was able to reduce the mis-
demeanor backlog by 221 cases or 31.8%.
In fact, 472 is the lowest the misdemean-
or backlog has been in almost three
years. At the end of last year the number
of misdemeanors over 60 days old was
647, and two years ago it was 635.

The Honorable Albert E. DeRobbio

ALBERT E. DeROBBIO
NEW DISTRICT COURT
CHIEF JUDGE

On February 2, 1987, the Honorable
Albert E. DeRobbio of Cranston was
sworn in as the second Chief Judge of the
Rhode Island District Court since the
1969 reorganization. He filled the va-
cancy create by the death of Chief Judge
Henry E. Laliberte on June 13, 1986. A
graduate of Boston College and the
Boston University Law School, Chief
Judge DeRobbio was admitted to the
Rhode Island Bar in 1956. He was Assis-
tant Attorney General in charge of the
criminal division before being appointed
an Associate Judge of the District Court in
1976. In 1979 he was appointed an Asso-
ciate Justice of the Superior Court where
he served until his appointment as Chief
Judge.
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THIRD DIVISION
James A. Signorelli, Supervising

SIXTH DIVISION
Kevin M. Spina, Principal

Deputy Clerk 822-1771 Deputy Clerk 277-6710
222 Quaker Lane One Dorrance Plaza
West Warwick, RI 02893 Providence, RI 02903
FOURTH DIVISION SEVENTH DIVISION
Rosemary T. Cantley, Supervising Donald L. St. Pierre, Supervising
Deputy Clerk 783-3328 Deputy Clerk 762-2700
1693 Kingstown Road 24 Front Street
West Kingston, RI 02892 Woonsocket, RI 02895
FIFTH DIVISION EIGHTH DIVISION
Alice Albuquerque, Supervising Martha J. Cerra, Supervisory
Deputy Clerk (Acting) 722-1024 Deputy Clerk 944-5550
145 Roosevelt Avenue 275 Atwood Avenue
Pawtucket, RI 02865 Cranston, RI 02920
RHODE ISLAND SUPREME COURT
APPELLATE CASEFLOW
CASE TYPES 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987
CRIMINAL
Added 103 91 84 107 108
Disposed 117 107 84 71 120
Pending 82 65 60 102 92
CIVIL
Added 391 349 283 237 215
Disposed 340 399 339 379 282
Pending 519 465 385 266 205
CERTIORARI
Added 122 129 177 155 169
Disposed 120 112 162 172 181
Pending 87 104 117 103 92
OTHER
Added 45 43 47 51 50
Disposed 42 47 43 49 60
Pending 16 12 15 16 i
ALL CASES
Added 661 612 591 550 542
Disposed 619 665 628 671 643
Pending 704 646 577 487 393
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DISPOSITION DETAIL

MANNER AND STAGE

RHODE ISLAND SUPREME COURT

OF DISPOSITION 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987
BEFORE ARGUMENT
Withdrawn 109 91 95 77 71
Dismissed 105 102 86 81 80
Petition Granted 5 8 5 3 6
Petition Denied 77 83 109 141 116
Other 11 65 5 4 10
TOTAL 307 290 300 306 283
AFTER ARGUMENT ON
THE MOTION CALENDAR
Withdrawn 5 4 . 2 0
Affirmed 86 143 107 147 134
Modified 2 » 4 0 0
Reversed 18 16 12 12 16
16G Affirmed 9 12 . 2 0
Other 10 14 16 25 22
TOTAL 130 189 135 188 172
AFTER ARGUMENT
ON THE MERITS
Withdrawn 4 4 1 2 1
Affirmed 115 102 121 129 120
Modified 13 13 15 10 6
Reversed 50 67 56 36 54
Other - . . 0 .
TOTAL 182 186 193 177 181
TOTAL DISPOSITIONS 619 665 628 671 636
AVERAGE TIME
TO DISPOSITION 13.9 mos. 14.7 mos. 13.7 mos. 13.03 mos. 11.6 mos.
MEDIAN TIME
TO DISPOSITION 8.9 mos. 10.4 mos. 9.4 mos. 10.3 mos. 9.6 mos.
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RHODE ISLAND SUPERIOR COURT
CRIMINAL CASEFLOW

FELONIES 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987

PROVIDENCE/BRISTOL

Cases Filed 2,997 2,898 3,195 3,128 3,020

Cases Disposed 3,107 2,788 2,671 3,181 3,102

Caseload Increase /Decrease -110 +110 + 524 -53 -82

Total Pending Cases 3 1,647 2,237 1,988 1,643

Cases Over 180 Days Old 4 1,049 1,418 1,275 1,171

% Over 180 Days Old ~ (63.7%) (63.4%) (64.1%) (71.3%)
KENT

Cases Filed 648 697 909 613 622
Cases Disposed 438 768 841 677 694
Caseload Increase /Decrease +210 -71 + 68 -64 -72
Total Pending Cases b 273 270 201 92
Cases Over 180 Days Old ' 110 106 105 31
% Over 180 Days Old " (40.3%) (39.2%) (52.2%) (33.7%)
WASHINGTON

Cases Filed 363 355 370 346 397

Cases Disposed 508 323 273 221 311

Caseload Increase/Decrease -145 +32 +97 + 125 + 86

Total Pending Cases . 80 135 160 196

Cases Over 180 Days Old * 25 52 77 94

% Over 180 Days Old 5 (31.3%) (38.5%) (48.1%) (48.0%)
NEWPORT

Cases Filed 224 315 306 273 239

Cases Disposed 192 425 289 297 185

Caseload Increase/Decrease + 32 -110 +17 -24 + 54

Total Pending Cases b 88 96 130 138

Cases Over 180 Days Old p 9 18 62 96

% Over 180 Days Old b (10.2%) (18.7%) (47.6%) (69.6%)
STATEWIDE

Cases Filed 4,232 4,265 4,780 4,360 4,278

Cases Disposed 4,245 4,304 4,074 4,376 4,292

Caseload Increase/Decrease -13 -39 + 706 -16 -14
Total Pending Cases . 2,088 2,738 2,479 2,069

Cases Over 180 Days Old 5 1,193 1,594 1,519 1,392

% Over 180 Days Old % (57.1%) (58.2%) (61.2%) (67.3%)
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RHODE ISLAND SUPERIOR COURT

CRIMINAL CASEFLOW (cont.)

MISDEMEANORS 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987
PROVIDENCE/BRISTOL

Cases Filed 394 538 486 767 471
Cases Disposed 440 422 407 601 508
Caseload Increase/Decrease -46 + 116 +79 + 166 -37
Total Pending Cases * 413 477 478 427
Cases Over 180 Days Old . 214 340 209 252
% Over 180 Days Old - (51.8%) (71.3%) (43.7%) (59%)
KENT

Cases Filed 190 180 255 176 192
Cases Disposed 119 167 177 268 223
Caseload Increase/Decrease +71 +13 +78 -92 -31
Total Pending Cases > 78 97 57 24
Cases Over 180 Days Old 2 34 50 19 2
% Over 180 Days Old H (43.6%) (51.5%) (33.3%) (8.3%)
WASHINGTON

Cases Filed 151 86 96 158 120
Cases Disposed 223 72 80 77 107
Caseload Increase/Decrease -72 + 14 +16 + 81 +13
Total Pending Cases ‘ 17 21 87 81
Cases Over 180 Days Old 3 3 8 30 32
% Over 180 Days Old X (17.6%) (38.1%) (34.4%) (39.5%)
NEWPORT

Cases Filed 299 199 93 61 83
Cases Disposed 63 415 167 82 81
Caseload Increase/Decrease + 236 -216 -74 -21 +2
Total Pending Cases = 124 43 49 92
Cases Over 180 Days Old 2 28 4 9 31
% Over 180 Days Old . (22.6%) (9.3%) (18.3%) (33.7%)
STATEWIDE

Cases Filed 1,034 1,003 930 1,162 866
Cases Disposed 845 1,076 831 1,028 919
Caseload Increase /Decrease +189 -73 +99 + 134 -53
Total Pending Cases o 632 638 671 468
Cases Over 180 Days Old Q 279 402 267 257
% Over 180 Days Old s (44.1%) (63%) (39.7%) (55.0%)
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RHODE ISLAND SUPERIOR COURT

MANNER OF DISPOSITION

FELONIES 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987
PROVIDENCE/BRISTOL
Plea 2,530 2,355 2,120 2,532 2,447
Filed 72
Dismissal 488 360 436 552 482
Trial 89 73 115 97 97
Other 4
Total 3,107 2,788 2,671 3,181 3,102
KENT
Plea 367 685 761 494 599
Filed 5
Dismissal 57 71 70 148 60
Trial 14 12 10 35 29
Other 1
Total 438 768 841 677 694
WASHINGTON
Plea 433 295 242 178 276
Filed 2
Dismissal 62 22 26 33 29
Trial 13 6 5 10 2
Other 2
Total 508 323 273 221 311
NEWPORT
Plea 166 367 231 264 151
Filed 2
Dismissal 25 45 49 28 22
Trial 1 13 9 5 9
Other 1
Total 192 425 289 297 185
STATEWIDE
Plea 3,496 3,702 3,354 3,468 3,473
Filed 81
Dismissal 632 498 581 761 593
Trial 117 104 139 147 137
Other 8
Total 4,245 4,304 4,074 4,376 4,292
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RHODE ISLAND SUPERIOR COURT

MANNER OF DISPOSITION (cont.)

MISDEMEANORS 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987
PROVIDENCE/BRISTOL
Plea 260 311 303 439 259
Filed 51
Dismissal 130 100 96 127 159
Trial 50 11 8 40 18
Other 21
Total 440 422 407 601 608
KENT
Plea 89 112 129 187 152
Filed 14
Dismissal 26 48 45 68 24
Trial 4 7 3 13 14
Other 19
Total 119 167 177 268 223
WASHINGTON
Plea 161 49 54 54 66
Filed 7
Dismissal 55 11 24 20 19
Trial 7 12 2 3 3
Other 12
Total 223 72 80 77 107
NEWPORT
Plea 50 283 152 52 49
Filed 7
Dismissal 11 130 13 25 16
Trial 2 2 2 5 7
Other 2
Total 63 415 167 82 81
STATEWIDE
Plea 560 755 638 732 526
Dismissal 222 289 178 240 218
Trial 63 32 15 61 42
Other 54
Total 845 1,076 831 1,028 919
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RHODE ISLAND SUPERIOR COURT

CIVIL CASEFLOW

CIVIL ACTIONS 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987
PROVIDENCE/BRISTOL
Total Cases Filed 5,351 5,156 5,653 5,598 5,751
Trial Calendar Summary
Cases Added 2,179 1,895 2,196 2,056 1,883
Cases Disposed 2,053 1,846 1,653 1,665 2,014
Caseload Increase/Decrease + 126 +49 +543 +391 -131
Pending at Year End 4,638 4,687 5,222 5,605 5,464
KENT
Total Cases Filed 943 969 963 1,154 1,375
Trial Calendar Summary
Cases Added 406 320 364 370 446
Cases Disposed 241 455 514 530 251
Caseload Increase/Decrease + 165 -135 -150 -160 + 195
Pending at Year End 923 788 678 394 589
WASHINGTON
Total Cases Filed 444 580 555 601 672
Trial Calendar Summary
Cases Added 283 204 199 178 162
Cases Disposed 194 346 130 86 69
Caseload Increase/Decrease + 89 -142 + 69 +92 +93
Pending at Year End 377 133 193 288 381
NEWPORT
Total Cases Filed 501 589 561 509 607
Trial Calendar Summary
Cases Added 159 160 159 134 162
Cases Disposed 87 208 114 67 61
Caseload Increase/Decrease +72 -48 +45 + 67 + 101
Pending at Year End 290 164 219 224 292
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RHODE ISLAND SUPERIOR COURT

CIVIL CASEFLOW (cont.)

STATEWIDE
Total Cases Filed 7,239 7,294 7,732 7,867 8,404
Trial Calendar Summary
Cases Added 3,027 2,579 2,918 2,738 2,653
Cases Disposed 2,575 2,855 2,411 2,348 2,395
Caseload Increase/Decrease +452 -276 +507 +390 +258
Pending at Year End 6,228 5,772 6,312 6,511 6,717
MANNER OF DISPOSITION — TRIAL CALENDAR ONLY
CIVIL ACTIONS 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987
PROVIDENCE/BRISTOL
Verdicts 116 91 80 66 76
Judicial Decisions 65 68 65 43 61
Total Trials 181 159 145 109 137
Dismissed /Settled /Other 1,872 1,687 1,508 1,371 1,877
Total Disposed 2,053 1,846 1,653 1,480 2,014
KENT
Verdicts 9 34 31 18 16
Judicial Decisions 26 85 140 147 40
Total Trials 35 119 171 165 56
Dismissed/Settled /Other 206 336 343 365 195
Total Disposed 241 455 514 530 251
WASHINGTON
Verdicts 5 12 7 1 0
Judicial Decisions 32 7 8 7 0
Total Trials 37 19 15 8 0
Dismissed /Settled /Other 157 327 115 82 69
Total Disposed 194 346 130 90 69
NEWPORT
Verdicts 12 9 7 6 2
Judicial Decisions 19 40 11 13 11
Total Trials 31 49 18 19 13
Dismissed /Settled /Other 56 159 96 48 48
Total Disposed 87 208 114 67 61
STATEWIDE
Verdicts 142 146 125 91 94
Judidial Decisions 142 200 224 210 112
.Tot'al Trials 284 346 349 301 206
Dismissed /Settled /Other 2,291 2,509 2,062 1,746 2,189
Total Disposed 2,575 2,855 2,411 2,047 2,395
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RHODE ISLAND FAMILY COURT

JUVENILE CASEFLOW

JUVENILE FILINGS 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987
Wayward/Delinquent 4,373 4,731 4,611 4,935 5,151
Dependency/Neglect/Abuse 632 636 791 666 697
Termination of Parental Rights 329 259 262 217 204
Other 948 1,080 920 969 911
Total Filings 6,282 6,706 6,584 6,785 6,963
Total Dispositions - 5,767 6,317 6,278 6,702
Caseload Increase/Decrease B +939 + 267 + 507 + 261
JUVENILE TRIAL CALENDAR RESULTS
Cases Added 2,636 3,107 3,377 3,393 3,447
Cases Disposed 2,705 3,032 3,352 3,336 3,425
Caseload Increase/Necrease -69 +75 +25 +57 + 22
Total Pending 315 390 415 472 494
Pending Wayward/Delinquent Cases
Over 90 Days Old 32 40 32 75 58
Average Time to Disposition for
Wayward/Delinquent Cases 61.3 66.3 73.9 73.7 77.8
days days days days days
DOMESTIC RELATIONS CASEFLOW
DIVORCE PETITIONS FILED 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987
Providence/Bristol 3,039 2,999 3,101 3,174 3,134
Kent 828 834 868 822 818
Newport 413 438 519 437 405
Washington 474 502 527 493 547
STATEWIDE TOTAL 4,754 4,773 5,015 4,926 4,904
CONTESTED DIVORCE CALENDAR RESULTS
Cases Added x 802 842 985 970
Cases Disposed - 898 740 939 908
Caseload Increase/Decrease y -96 + 102 + 46 + 62
Total Pending 576 480 582 628 690
Cases Pending Over 180 Days 164 149 204 173 196
Cases Pending Over 360 Days 59 10 31 20 35
Average Time to Disposition = 226.4 225 215 236.1
days days days days
ABUSE COMPLAINTS
Cases Filed - 981 1,487 1,985 2,310
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RHODE ISLAND DISTRICT COURT
CRIMINAL CASEFLOW

MISDEMEANORS 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987
Cases Filed 29,720 30,114 32,436 33,339 34,908
Cases Disposed 28,651 28,461 30,721 30,235 31,756
Caseload Increase /Decrease + 1,069 +1,653 + 1,715 + 3,104 + 3,152
Total Pending Cases 1,511 1,934 2,390 3,001 2,545
Cases Over 60 Days Old 471 480 635 647 472
MANNER OF DISPOSITION
MISDEMEANORS
Pleas 17,180 16,006 17,311 17,205 16,957
Filed 3,592 3,494 3,874 3,774 4,932
Dismissed 5,783 6,837 7,263 7,129 8,036
Trials 652 623 577 547 477
Others 886 987 1,108 883 779
Cases Transferred 558 514 588 697 575
TOTAL 28,651 28,461 30,721 30,235 31,756
Cases Appealed 281 344 291 278 410
FELONIES
Charges Filed 7,981 8,116 8,332 8,233 10,071
Charges Disposed 7,993 8,271 8,005 6,559 6,692
MANNER OF DISPOSITION
Charged 4,472 4,831 4,837 4,056 4,241
Not Charged/Dismissed 3,521 3,440 3,168 2,503 2,451
TOTAL 7,993 8,271 8,005 6,559 6,692
CIVIL CASEFLOW
REGULAR CIVIL
Cases Filed 19,758 18,759 21,396 21,116 19,899
Cases Disposed 16,040 13,688 14,723 16,770 19,030
MANNER OF DISPOSITION
Defaults 9,609 7,754 8,274 9,020 9,283
Settlements 3,556 2,823 3,513 3,803 4,723
Judgments 2,783 3,031 2,915 3,840 5,025
Transfers 92 80 21 107 99
Other 4,971
TOTAL 16,040 13,688 14,723 16,770 24,101
Appeals 406 339 395 303 321
SMALL CLAIMS
Cases Filed 10,850 12,087 11,997 12,654 14,055
Cases Disposed 7.213 7,791 8,038 10,491 12,425
MANNER OF DISPOSITION
Defaults 4,143 4,531 4,962 6,383 6,602
Settlements 1,841 1,983 1,544 1,998 2,974
Judgments 1,229 1,277 1,532 2,310 3,149
TOTAL 7,213 7,791 8,038 10,491 12,425
Appeals 103 116 97 131 192
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