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ABSTRACT 

T h i s  t h e s i s  e x a m i n e s  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  movement a s  a w h o l e  

u t i l i z i n g  c o n c e p t s  d e v e l o p e d  i n  t h e  s o c i o l o g y  o f  r e l i g i o n  f o r  

t h e  a n a l y s i s  o f  d i f f e r i n g  t y p e s  of r e l i g i o u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s l  T h e  

t h e s i s  d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h a t  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  movement c o n s t i t u t e s  a 

m y s t i c  c o l l e c t i v i t y .  F u r t h e r ,  the t h e s i s  a n a l y z e s  v a r i o u s  g r o u p s  

p r e c i p i t a t e d  by t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  c o l l e c t i v i t y  w h i c h  a p p r o x i m a t e  

t o  i d e a l  t y p e s  of c u l t  a n d  sect, I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  p o l i t i c a l l y  

i n c l i n e d  g r o u p s  e x t a n t  i n  the R a s t a f a r i a n  t r a d i t i o n  a r e  a l s o  

e x a m i n e d ,  The aim o f  t h e  t h e s i s  i s  t h u s  t u o f a l d ;  t o  assess t h e  

u t i l i t y  of t h e  c o n c e p t  of t h e  m y s t i c  c o l l e c t i v i t y  a n d  t o  a n a l y z e  

t h e  r a n g e  o f  g r o u p s  g e n e r a t e d  by  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a q  r e l i g i o u s  

t r a d i t i o n .  

T h i s  t h e s i s  was u n d e r t a k e n  i n  r e s F o n s e  t o  p e r c e i v e d  

i n a d e q u a c i e s  i n  t h e  s o c i o l o g i c a l  l i t e r a  t u f e  o n  R a s t a f a r i a n i s m .  

Nuch of  t h i s  l i t e r a t u r e  is n o v  o u t d a t e d  a n d  e v e n  c o n t e m p o r a r y  

w o r k s  p r e s e n t  o n l y  p a r t i a l  a n a l y s e s  of t h e  movement. I t  is 

a r g u e d  t h a t  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  t h e  ~ y s t i c  c o l l e c t i v i t y  p r o v i d e s  a n  

h e u r i s t i c  d e v i c e  t h r o u g h  which t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  movement c a n  b e  

a p p r e h e n d e d  a s  a t o t a l i t y ,  a l b e i t  a t o t a l i t y  whose s t r u c t u r e  

p e r i a i t s  t h e  c r y s t a l l i z a t i o n  o f  w i d e l y  v a r y i n g  forms o f  r e l i g i o u s  

a n d  p o l i t i c a l l y  o r i e n t e d  r e f i g i c u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  

T h e  r e s e a r c h  s t r a t e g y  e m p l o y e d  i n  t h i s  t h e s i s  i n v o l v e d  t h e  

u s e  of k o t h  l i t e r a r y  s o u r c e s  i n  t h e  s o c i o l o g y  of r e l i g i o n  a i ld  o n  

t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  movement,  P a r t i c i p a n t  o b s e r v a t i o n  was a l s o  

c o n d u c t e d  i n  the i n d i g e n o u s  J a m a i c a n  c o n t e x t  o f  R a s t a f a r i a n i s m  

iii 



a n d  a m o n g s t  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  i n  U e s t e r n  C a n a d a ,  T h e  t h e s i s  

c o n c l u d e s  t h a t  the B a s t a f a r i a n  movement d i s p l a y s  f e a t u r e s  w h i c h  

c o r r e s p o n d  t o  t h o s e  o f  a m y s t i c  c o l l e c t i v i t y ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  

v a r i o u s  g r o u p s  w i t h i n  t h i s  c o l l e c t i v i t y  a p p r o x i m a t e  t o  s e c t a r i a n  

a n d  c u l t i c  f o r ~ s .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  t h e s i s  c o n c l u d e s  t h a t  t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n  t r a d i t i o n  is a n  i n h e r e n t l y  d y n a m i c  o n e  p o s s e s s i n g  

t h e  c a p a c i t y  t o  g e n e r a t e  a wide v a r i e t y  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  f o r m s  

b o t h  i n  r e s p o n s e  and r e a c t i o n  t o  v a r y i n g  s o c i c - c u l t u r a l  

e n v i c o n m e n t s .  I t  a F F e a r s  t h a t  t h e  h i t h e r t o  l a r g e l y  u n u t i l i z e d  

c o n c e p t  o f  t h e  s a y s t i c  c o l l e c t i v i t y  m i g h t  p r o v e  of s i g n i f i c a n t  

h e u r i s t i c  v a l u e  i n  a n a l y z i n g  t h e  d e v e l o p e n t  of s i m i l a r  

r e l i g i o u s l y  i n s p i r e d  movements. 
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I. Xntroduc t ioa  

T h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  movement o r i g i n a t e d  a s  a b l a c k  J a m a i c a c  

b a s e d  m i l l e n a r i a n  movement i n  t h e  1930's .  S i n c e  t h e n ,  t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n  phenomenon h a s  g rown  r a p i d l y  a n d  s p r e a d ,  n o t  o n l y  t o  

o t h e r  p a r t s  of t h e  C a r i b b e a n ,  b u t  is a l s o  m a n i f e s t  i n  p a r t s  of 

N o r t h  A m e r i c a ,  a n d  Eng land ,  I n  t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  t h e  movement h a s  

t r a n s c e n d e d  g e o g r a p h i c ,  r a c i a l  a n d  c u l t u r a l  b o u n d a r i e s .  However, 

s i n c e  its i n c e p t i o n  i n  t h e  1930 's  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  movement h a s  

u n d e r g o n e  d r a m a t i c  c h a n g e s  k o t h  i n  terms o f  its t h e o l o q y  a n d  

w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  n a t u r e  of  i ts  m e m b e r s h i p ,  Y o r e o v e r ,  t h o  

s p r e a d  o f  t h e  movement t o  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  the w o r l d  has 

e n g e n d e r e d  t h e  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  of v a r y i n g  f o r m s  o f  R a s t a f a r i a n i s m  

which  d i v e r g e  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  from i t s  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  i n  t h e  

J a m a i c a n  c o n  t e x t ,  Yet t h e r e  seem t o  b e  conimon d e n o m i n a t o r s  t h a t  . 

a r e  s h a r e d  b y  the v a r i o u s  f o r m s  o f  F a s t a f a r i a n i s m ,  a n d  w h i c h  

f u n c t i o n  a s  d e m a r c a t i n g  l i n e s  d i f f e r e n t i a t i n g  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  

f r o m  t h e i r  n o n - R a s t a f a r i a n  c o n r i t e r p a r t s .  

T h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  movement a l s o  e m b o d i e s  a r a n g e  of g r o u p s  

w h i c h  e x h i b i t  a  v a r i e t y  o t  s t r u c t u r a l  f e a t u r e s  a n d  w h i c h  a r e  

n a o b i l i z e d  a r o u n d  p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  of t h e  b e l i e f  

s y s t e m ,  T h e s e  g r o u p s  r a n g e  f r o =  t h o s e  t h a t  a r e  h i g h l y  c o m m i t t e d  

t o  a  r e l i g i o u s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  R a s t a f a r i a n i s a  t o  t h o s e  t h a t  

e s p o u s e  a p o l i t i c a l l y  i n c l i n e d  i n t e r p r e t a t i ~ n  of t h i s  f a i t h .  As 

s u c h  t h e  m o v e m e n t ' s  m e m b e r s h i p  is h i g h l y  h e t e r o g e n o u s ,  



r e f l e c t i n g  d i f f e r e n t i a l  d e g r e e s  o f  c o m m i t m e n t  a n d  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  R a s t a f a r i a n i s m .  W h i l e  t h e  c o a p o s i t i o n  of t h e  

m e m b e r s h i p  is r a c i a l l y  c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  terms o f  t h e  number  of 

b l a c k s  w h o  a d h e r e  t o  i t ,  t h e r e  a r e  B a s t a f a r i a n s  t h a t  come f r o m  

w i d e l y  v a r y i n g  r a c i a l  a n d  c u l t u r a l  b a c k g r o u n d s .  

E x i s t i n g  l i t e r a t u r e  o n  t h e  B a s t a f a r i a n  movement ,  w h i l e  

i n f o r m a t i v e  o n  v a r i o u s  a s p e c t s  of t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  t r a d i t i o n ,  

d o e s  n o t  o f f e r  a n y  s u b s t a n t i v e  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  h e t e r o g e n o n s  

n a t u r e  of t h e  ~ o v e m e n t .  R a t h e r ,  a m a j o r i t y  of t h e  s t u d i e s  of t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n  movement  t r e a t  t h e  phenomenon  a s  a m o n o l i t h i c  

e n t i t y .  T o  a l a r g e  e x t e n t ,  mos t  of t k e s e  t r e a t m e n t s  of t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n  o o v e a e n t  a r e  h i g h l y  s p e c i f i c  i n  t h e i r  f o c u s ,  

c o n c e n t r a t i n g  on v a r i o u s  a s p e c t s  of t h e  movement  s u c h  a s  i t s  

u u s i c  [ e .g ,  Clarke, 1980 ,  S h i b a t a ,  l 9 8 l ) ,  t h e  s a c r a m e n t a l  use o f  

m a r i j u a n a  [e. g. A n s l e y ,  1 9 8 1 ) ,  i ts l i f e s t y l e  o r  ' l i v i t y  * {e -g .  

N i c h o l a s ,  l 9 7 9 ) ,  w h i l e  o t h e r s  o f f e r  a n a l y s e s  o f  t h e  m o v e ~ e n t  i n  

o n e  s p e c i f i c  y e o g r a ~ f i i c a l  c o n t e x t  (e.g,  Barre t t ,  1968, C a m p b e l l ,  

19813k, C a s h m o r e ,  1979,  R i l s o n ,  1 9 7 8 ) .  

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  s t u d i e s  o f  t h e  B a s t a f a r i a n  t r a d i t i o n  h a v e  s o  

f a r  n o t  a d d r e s s e d  q u e s t i o n s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  f a c t o r s  

c o n t r i b n t i n g  t o  t h e  naovesr ten t*~ r a p i d  g r o w t h  a n d  s p r e a d .  Yet the 

p h e n o m e n a l  g r o u t h  of t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  movement i n  t h e  l a s t  f i v e  
P 

d e c a d e s  raises a number  o f  q u e s t i o n s  from t h e  s o c i o l o g i c a l  

p e r s p e c t i v e  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  a p p e a l  of t h e  movement, its a b i l i t y  

t o  s a t i s f y  t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e  m e m b e r s h i p ,  t h e  m e c h a n i s m s  f o r  the 

d i s s e m i n a t i o n  of i t s  r e l i g i o u s  t r a d i t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  d i f f e r e c c e s  



b e t w e e n  i t s  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  i n  v a r y i n g  s o c i a l  c o n t e x t s ,  

I n t i m a t e 1  y r e l a t e d  t o  t h i s  i s s u e  o f  t h e  a o v e m e n t l s  

g e o g r a p h i c  e x t e n s i o n  is t h e  q u e s t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  its 

u n d e r l y i n g  s t r u c t u r e .  A r e v i e w  of t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  

e a r l y  s t u d i e s  o f  R a s t a f a r i a n i s e  which  t y p i f i e d  t h e  l a t t e r  a s  a 

m i l l e n n i a 1  r r t e s s i a n i c  ' c u l t *  h a v e  for rued  t h e  c o r n e r  s t o n e  of 

l a t e r  academic a t t e t t l p t s  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  s o c i a l  r e a l i t y  of  

B a s t a f a r i a n i s m  i n s o f a r  a s  its o v e r a l l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  is c c n c e r n e d .  

H o s t  o f  t h e  s t u d i e s  o n  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  movement h a v e  

a n c h o r e d  t h e i r  c o n c f  p t i o n  of R a s t a f a r i a n i s m  on t h e  m i l l e n n i a 1  

and  m e s s i a n i c  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  b e l i e f  s y s t e m ,  Y e t  t h e  l a b e l l i n g  of 

the ~ o v e m e n t  a s  a ' c u l t g  o f  v a r i o u s  t y p e s ,  i.e. a 

' p o l i t i c o - r e l i g i o u s  c u l t 1  ( K i t z i n g e r ,  1 9 6 9 ,  S i m p s o n ,  1 9 5 5 a ,  

l 9 5 S b ) ,  *a  m e s s i a n i c  c u l t '  (Bar re t t ,  19681 ,  *a  c u l t  of o u t c a s t s 1  

( P a t t e r s o n ,  1 9 6 4 )  i s  a l s o  a p r e d o m i n a n t  f e a t u r e  i n  t h e  

l i t e r a t u r e ,  

W h i l e  t h e r e  a r e  d e f i n i t e l y  ' c u l t i c l  e l e a e n t s  i n  the 

B a s t a f a s i a n  movement,  a n  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  on 

t y p o l o g i e s  of r e l i g i o u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  r e v e a l s  t h a t  a  b l a n k e t  

c o n c e p t u a l i z a t i o n  of t h e  movement a s  a ' c u l t 1  i s  h i g h l y  

i n a c c u r a t e  a n d  m o r e o v e r  d o e s  n o t  t a k e  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t h e  

v a r i o u s  g f o u p s  e x t a n t  i n  t h e  m o v e n e n t  o r  t h e  ~ a r k e d l y  v a r y i n g  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  of R a s t a f a r i a n i s m .  

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  R a s t a f a r i a n i s i f i ,  t h o u g h  e x h i b i t i n g  m i l l e n n i a 1  

a s p i r a t i o n s  and t e n d e n c i e s ,  a l s o  c o n t a i n s  v a r i o u s  o t h e r  streams 

o f  t h o u g h t  w h i c h  do n o t  f a l l  i n t o  t h e  c a t e g o r y  of 



m i l l e n a r i a n i s m .  T h e r e  are a numker  o f  g r o u p s  w i t h i n  t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n  c o l l e c t i v i t y  t h a t  a r e  m o b i l i z e d  a r o u n d  a more  

p o l i t i c a l l y  o r i e n t e d  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  b e l i e f  

s y s t e m ,  I n  t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  t h e s e  g r o u p s  t r a n s l a t e  t h e  m i l l e n a r i a n  

a n d  m e s s i a n i c  e l e m e n t s  of t h e  b e l i e f  s y s t e m  into c o n c r e t e  

a c t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  g o a l  o f  s e e k i n g  r e p a t r i a t i o n  t h r o u g h  e x i s t i n g  

s o c i o - p o l  i t i c a  1 mechan i sms ,  

I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  m i l l e n n i a 1  m v e m e n t s  o f t e n  

a d o p t ,  w i t t i n g l y  o r  u n w i t t i n g l y ,  t h e  r e s p o n s e  o f  

i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z a t i o n  a s  a s t r a t e g y  f o r  c u r b i n g  t h e  e n c r o a c h i n g  

p r o c e s s  o f  s e c u f a r i z a t i o n  and a s  a reechanism b y  w h i c h  t o  s u s t a i n  

a l e v e l  o f  r e l i g i o u s  f e r v o u r ,  T h i s  t y p e  of r e s p o n s e  is n o t  

e v i d e n t  i n  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  case. On t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  t h e  wovereent 

h a s  n o t  o n l y  s u r v i v e d  and e x p a n d e d  i n  t h e  l a s t  f i f t y  y e a r s  tut 

i t  h a s  a l s o  m a n i f e s t e d  a p r o p e n s i t y  t o w a r d s  p r e c i p i t a t i n g  g r o u p s  

which e i t h e r  s u r v i v e  o r  merge  back i n t o  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  

t r a d i t i o n ,  

T h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  of t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  movement has, i n  p a r t ,  

b e e n  m o t i v a t e d  by t h e  d e f i c i e n c e s  i n  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  o n  t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n s ,  and  by t h e  n e g a t i v e l y  c o n n o t a t e d ,  a l b e i t  p o p u l a r  

l a k e l l i n g  of  t h e  movement a s  a ' c u l t s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  p r e s e n t  

s t u d y  is  a l s o  i n s t i g a t e d  b y  t h e  l a c k  o f  a n a l y s e s  o f  t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n  movement  a s  a  w h o l e  o r  of t h e  s t r u c t u r e  of t h e  

v a r i o u s  g r o u p s  e x t a n t  w i t h i n  t h e  novemen t ,  a n d  of a c o m p a r a t i v e  

a n a l y s i s  o f  i t s  d i f f e r e n t  farms i n  v a r y i n g  s o c i a l  c o n t e x t s .  O n  a 

t h e o r e t i c a l  l e v e l ,  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  is a l s o  p r o m p t e d  by  t h e  



a v a i l a b i l i t y  o i  c o n c e p t u a l  t o o l s  w l t h i n  t h e  s o c i o l o g y  o f  

r e l i g i o n  w h i c h  a r e  t o  a l a r g e  e x t e n t  u n t e s t e d  d u e  t o  t h e  l a c k  o f  

t h e i r  a p p l i c a t i o n  t o  e m p i r i c a l  phenomena ,  

T h i s  t h e s i s  e x a m i n e s  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  movement e m p l o y i n g  

c o n c e p t s  d e r i v e d  f r o m  t h e  v a r i o u s  t y p o l o g i e s  of  r e l i g i o n s  

o r g a n i z a t i o n s  u h i c h  h a v e  b e e n  d e v e l o p e d  b y  s o c i o l o g i s t s  of 

r e l i g i o n ,  The p r i m a r y  o b j e c t i v e  is t o  d e t e r n i n e  t h e  u t i l i t y  of 

t h e  c o n c e p t  of t h e  * m y s t i c  c o l 1 e c t i v i t y " n  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  a 

better u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  n a t u r e  a n d  d y n a m i c s  of t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n  movement, T h e  c h o i c e  o f  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t h e o r e t i c a l  

f r a m e w o r k  is r o o t e d  i n  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  

t r a d i t i o n  a n d  i ts c o n c e p t u a l i z a t i o n  a s  a * m i l l e n n i a 1  movement '  

a n d  * c u l t s  i n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  L i t e r a t u r e  o n  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  

movetaen t. 

U t i l i z i n g  t h e  t y p o l o g i e s  of r e l i g i o n s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  

a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  s c c i o l o g y  of  r e l i g i o n ,  this t h e s i s  a n a l y z e s  

p a r t i c u l a r  g r o u p s  i n  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  t r a d i t i o n  i n  terms o f  t h e i r  

a p ~ r o x i m a t i o n  t o  t h e  i d e a l  t y p e s  of sect a n d  c u l t ,  I n  l i n e  w i t h  

t h e s e  o b j e c t i v e s ,  t h i s  thesis a l s o  d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h e  i m p a c t  o f  

s o c i a l ,  e c o n o m i c  a n d  c u l t u r a l  v a r i a b l e s  i n  d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  

n a t u r e  a n d  e v o l u t i o n  o f  R a s t a f a r i a n i s m  i n  w i d e l y  v a r y i n g  s o c i a l  

c o n t e x t s ,  I n  c o n t r a s t  to  t h e  u n i f o r m  a n d  h o m o g e n e c u s  p o r t r a i t  o f  

R a s t a f a r i a n i s m  d e p i c t e d  i n  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  

movement ,  t h i s  t h e s i s  d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h e  h i g h l y  v a r i e d  c h a r a c t e r  

of R a s t a f a r i a n  m e m b e r s h i p  a n d  t h e  o v e r a l l  h e t e r o g e n o o s  o a t u r e  of 

t h e  R a s t a f a r i a u  t r a d i t i o n -  



The f i n a l  o b j e c t i v e  a d d r e s s e d  i n  t h e  t h e s i s  c o n c e r n s  t h e  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  b ~ t w e e n  t h e  r a ~ i d  g r o w t h  a n d  s p r e a d  o f  t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n  movement a n d  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  i ts  t r a d i t i o n .  T h i s  t a k e s  

i n t o  c o n s i d e r a  t i o n  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  t r a d i t i o n  

which  p r o m o t e  i ts g r o u t h ,  its a g p e a l  t o  i t s  m e m b e r s h i p ,  t h e  

f u n c t i o n s  it f u l f i l l s  f o r  its members i n  d i f f e r e n t  s o c i a l  

c o n t e x t s ,  a s  well a s  t h e  i n t e r a c t i o n  b e t w e e n  n e e d s  o f  t h e  

m e m t e r s h i p  a n d  t h e i r  a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  f o r m u l a t i n g  a  

v a r i a n t  o f  R a s t a f a r i a n i s m  t h a t  is  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  t h e  

s o c i o - c u l t u r a l  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  s o c i a l  c o n t e x t ,  

T h e  r e s e a f c h  s t r a t e g y  u t i l i z e d  i n  t h i s  t h e s i s  c o ~ b i n e d  b o t h  

t h e o r e t i c a l  a n d  o b s e r v a t i o n a l  t o o l s  of a n a l y s i s .  Rowever ,  d u e  t o  

t h e  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  w h i c h  i n v o l v e d  a n  

e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  u t i l i t y  o f  a c o n c e p t u a l  t o o l  i n  s e l a t i o n  t o  

a n  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  movement ,  a g r e a t e r  e m p h a s i s  o n  

t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  r e s e a r c h  s t r a t e g y  was n e c e s s a r y ,  

N o n e t h e l e s s ,  f o r  t h e  s e c o n d  p a r t  of t h e  t h e s i s  w h i c h  i n v o l v e d  a 

c o m p a r a t i v e  e x a m i n a t i o n  of t h e  C a n a d i a n  v a r i a n t  of 

Rastafarianism i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  i ts  E n g l i s h  a n d  J a m a i c a n  

c o u n t e r  p a r t s ,  o b s e r v a t i o n a f  a n a l y s i s  was employed .  

T h e r e  were o t h e r  r e a s o n s  t h a t  i n f l u e n c e d  t h e  c h o i c e  of 

r e s e a r c h  s t r a t e g y  e m ~ l c y e d  i n  t h i s  t h e s i s ,  I n  p a r t ,  t h e  

r e s t r i c t i o n  o n  time p l a c e d  c o n s t r a i n t s  on c o n d u c t i n g  a f u l l  



e m p i r i c a l  i n v e s t i y a t i o n  o f  t h e  phenomenon,  However ,  t h i s  mas n o t  

a m a j o r  d r a w b a c k  i n  terms of t h e  o b j e c t i v e s  o f  this s t u d y  s i n c e  

e x i s t i n g  l i t e r a t u r e  o n  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  movement c o n t a i n s  a  g r e a t  

d e a l  of e t h n o g r a p h i c  d a t a  ( e - g ,  Owens,  1976) a n d  o t h e r  

i n • ’  orma t i o n  o n  v a r i o u s  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a o  t r a d i  t i o c ,  I n  

t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  t h e  c b s e r v a t i c n a l  a n a l y s i s  u n d e r t a k e n  f o r m e d  a 

s e c o n d a r y  p a r t  o f  t h e  t o t a l  r e s e a r c h  s t r a t e g y  employed .  

T h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  s o u r c e s  o f  i n f  orma t i o n  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  

r e s e a r c h  u t i l i z e d  i n  t h i s  t h e s i s .  F i r s t l y ,  a c r i t i c a l  

e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  l i t e r a t u r e  o n  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  

movement was u n d e r t a k e n ,  T h i s  r e v i e w  s e r v e d  t o  h i g h l i g h t  t h e  

d r a a b a c k s  i n  s t u d i e s  of t h e  movement a n d  a l s o  d e ~ o n s t r a t e d  t h e  

i n a c c u r a t e  c o n c e p t u a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  movement a s  a * c u l t v  An 

e x a n i n a t i o n  of t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  i n  t h e  s o c i o l o g y  o f  r e l i g i o n  

d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  t y p o l o g i e s  of r e l i g i o u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a l s o  

p o i n t e d  t o  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  k e t w e e n  t b e  R a s t a f a r i a n  movement a s  a 

w h o l e  a n d  t h e  i d e a l  t y p e  of c u l t .  A r e v i e w  o f  t h i s  l i t e r a t u r e  

r e v e a l e d  t h a t  a n o t h e r  more p o t e n t i a l l y  v i a b l e  t h e o r e t i c a l  

c o n s t r u c t  c o u l d  b e  u s e d  t o  a p p r e h e n d  t h e  soc ia l  r e a l i t y  o f  t h e  

B a s t a f a r i a n  iaovement. 

However,  t h e  u s e  o f  i d e a l  t y ~ i c a l  c o n s t r u c t s  i n  s o c i o l o g y  

h a s  g e n e r a t e d  some criticisms which  are r o o t e d  i n  the v e r y  

n a t u r e  of t h e s e  t h e o r e  t i c a l  c o n s t r u c t s ,  I d e a l  t y p e s  r e p r e s e n t  

o n e  q u a l i t a t i v e  me thod  b y  v h i c h  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  s o c i a l  r e a l i t y .  An 

i d e n l  t y p e  is a c o n c e p t u a l  a b s t r a c t i o n  of a  p a r t i c u l a r  a s p e c t  o f  

soc i a l  r e a l i t y ,  I t  is a s e l e c t i o n  o f  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  



phenomenon u n d e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  However ,  t h i s  s e l e c t i o n  i u v o l v e s  

a  p r o c e s s  u h e r e b y  some  e l e m e n t s  o f  t h e  phenomeuon a r e  

a c c e n t u a t e d  w h i l e  o t h e r s  a r e  d o w n g r a d e d .  The i d e a l  t y p e  

i n c o r p o r a t e s  t h o s e  e l e m e n t s  w h i c h  a r e  t y p i c a l  of t h e  phenomenon 

o r  which c o m p o s e  i t s  c o r e  c o m ~ o n e n t s .  I t  f i l t e r s  o u t  t h e  

m a r g i n a l  e l e m e n t s  w h i l e  r e t a i n i n g  t h e  v i t a l  c o m p o n e n t s .  T h e  

ideal t y p e  seeks t o  g r a s p  t h e  i n t e r n a l  r a t i o n a l i t y  o f  t h e  

phenomenon - t h i s  r a t i o n a l i t y  a n d  t h e  o n e - s i d e d  a c c e n t u a t i o n  of 

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a r e  e x t r a p o l a t e d  t o  t h e i r  u t o p i a n  e x t r e m e s  t o  

f o r m  i d e a l  t y p i c a l  c o n s t r u c t s ,  I n  t h i s  s e n s e ,  t h e  i d e a l  t y p e  is 

* u n r e a l t  s i n c e  i t  e m b o d i e s  a d i s t i l l a t i o n  o f  c e n t r a l  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of a phenomenon i n  t h e i r  p u r e  a b s t r a c t i o n ,  

T h e  v a r i o u s  t y p o l o g i e s  o f  r e l i g i o u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n v o l v e  

i d e a l  t y p i c a l  c o n s t r u c t s ,  Hence, t e s t i n g  t h e  u t i l i t y  o f  a g i v e n  

i d e a l  t y p e  h a s  t o  t a k e  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t h e  * u n r e a l g  n a t u r e  o f  

t h e s e  t h e o r e t i c a l  c o n s t r u c t s ,  T h e r e  a r e  l i n r i t a t i o n s  t o  t h e  u s e  

of i d e a l  t y p e s .  N i t h i n  t h e  s o c i o l o g y  o f  r e l g i o n ,  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  

of  i d e a l  t y p i c a l  c o n s t r u c t s  can b e  s u m m a r i z e d  as  c o n s t i t u t i n g  

h e u r i s t i c  d e v i c e s  a n d  y a r d  s t i c k s  by w h i c h  c o m p a r i s o n s  are 

f a c i l i t a t e d  a n d  a b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  phenomenon 

a c h i e v e d ,  T h r o u g h  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  n s e  o f  an  i d e a l  t y p e ,  

a s p e c t s  o f  s o c i a l  r e a l i t y  c a n  b e  m e a s u r e d  i n  terms o f  bow much 

t h e y  a p p r o x i m a t e  t o  o r  d e v i a t e  f r o m  a g i v e n  t y p e .  G i v e n  t h a t  

i d e a l  t y p e s  a r e  n o t  m e a n t  t o  mirror r e a l i t y  i n  a l l  i ts  d e t a i l ,  

t h e  t a s k  b e c o m e s  c n e  cf l o c a t i n g  a  c o r r e l a t i o n  between t h e  t y p e  

c o n s t r u c t  a n d  t h e  e m p i r i c a l  r e a l i t y  s u c h  t h a t  e v e n  i f  a l l  the 



d e t a i l s  of t h i s  r e a l i t y  d o  n o t  c o r r e s p o n d  t o  d e t a i l s  of  t h e  

i d e a l  t y p e ,  t h e  c o r e  c o m p o n e n t s ,  a t  l e a s t ,  are p r e s e n t .  However ,  

i d e a l  t y p e s  do n o t  r e p r e s e n t  r e i f i e d  a n d  s t a t i c  t y p e s  o f  s o c i a l  

phenomenon. R a t h e r ,  t h e y  a re  a t t e m p t s  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  face ts  of 

s o c i a l  r e a l i t y ,  s i n g l e  i n s t a n c e s  a s  i n  ' p a r t i c u l a r  p r o c e s s e s ,  

a c t i o n s  a n d  i n s t i t u t i o n s ' ,  T a k e n  i n  t h i s  l i g h t ,  i d e a l  t y p e s  a r e  

t h e n  c o n s t a n t l y  s u b j e c t  t o  a o d i f i c a t i o n  a n d  c h a n g e  a s  n e w e r  a n d  

s o r e  c o m p l e x  a t t e n F t s  ase made t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  c h a n g i n g  s o c i a l  

r e a l i t y ,  I d e a l  t y p e s  c a n n o t  b e  t r u e  o r  f a l s e ,  r a t h e r ,  t h e y  a r e  

j u d g e d  o n  t h e  b a s i s  of  t h e i r  u s e f u l n e s s .  A t  t h e  same time, i t  

a u s t  b e  s t r e s s e d  t h a t  i d e a l  t y p e s  a r e  n o t  p u r e l y  a b s t r a c t  

c o n c e p t u a l i z a t i o n s :  t h e y  d r a w  from a n  e m p i r i c a l  b a s e ,  

Thus ,  a s s e s s i n g  t h e  u t i l i t y  o f  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  t h e  m y s t i c  

c o l f e c t i v i t y  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  case i n v o l v e d  a n  

e x a m i n a t i o n  of t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  t r a d i t i o n  

w i t h  a v i e w  t o w a r d s  t h e i r  a p p r o x i m a t i c n  t o  t h e  f e a t u r e s  of t h e  

m y s t i c  c o l l e c t i v i t y ,  In t h e  same v e i n ,  g r o u p s  w i t h i n  t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n  movement were a l s o  a n a l y z e d  i n  terms o f  how c l o s e l y  

they a p p r o a c h e d  i d e a l  t y p e s  o f  o t h e r  r e l i g i o u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  

s u c h  a s  t h e  c u l t  a n d  t h e  sect, T h e  e x i s t i n g  l i t e r a t u r e  on t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n  n o v e m e n t  s e r v e d  a s  a base f o r  a s s e s s i n g  t h e i r  

a p p r o x i m a t i o n  t o  t h e s e  i d e a l  t y p e s ,  A o u e v e r ,  f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  

i n f o r n a  t i o n  o n  v a r i o u s  g r o u p s  w i t h i n  t h e  movement ,  o t h e r  s o u r c e s  

of i n f o r m a t i o n  were r e q u i r e d  s i n c e  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  o n  t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n  movement  c o n t a i n e d  very l i t t l e  i n  t h e  f o r m  of 

s u k s t a n t i v e  a n a l y s e s  o f  t h e s e  group. 



T h e  o b s e r v a t i o n a l  a n a l y s i s  f o r  t h i s  s t u d y  was c o n d u c t e d  i n  

t w o  p a r t s .  One  s e c t i o n  o f  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was c o n d u c t e d  

a m o n g s t  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  co temun i ty  i n  V a n c o u v e r ,  Canada .  The 

s e c o n d  s e c t i o n  was u n d e r t a k e n  i n  Jamaica. W h i l e  the f i r s t  p a r t  

of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  p r o v i d e d  i m ~ o r t a n t  d a t a  on t h e  C a n a d i a n  

v a r i a n t  of R a s t a f a r i a n i s m ,  t h e  s e c o n d  p a r t  o f  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  

y i e l d e d  more  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  n a t u r e  a n d  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  of some  of t h e  g r o u p s  e x t a n t  i n  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  

movement  i n  Jamaica, B o t h  p a r t s  o f  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  s e r v e d  t o  

f a c i l i t a t e  a c o m p a r a t i v e  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  f o r m s  o f  R a s t a f a r i a n i s m  

p r e s e n t  i n  these t w o  h i g h l y  d i v e r g e n t  s o c i a l  c o n t e x t s ,  More 

i m p o r t a n t 1  y, t h e  i n f o r a a t i o n  d e r i v e d  f r o m  t h e  J a m a i c a n  d a t a  

s e r v e d  t o  p r o v i d e  a  b a s i s  f o r  a s s e s s i n g  t h e  u t i l i t y  of the 

c o n c e p t  o f  m y s t i c  c o l l e c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  case  of t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  

movement,  

I n  t h e  J a m a i c a n  c o n t e x t ,  t h e  n a t u r e  of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  

t o o k  v a r i o u s  f o r m s .  I n  t h e  f i r s t  i n s t a n c e ,  a n  e x a m i n a t i o n  of  t h e '  

l i t e r a t u r e  w a s  u n d e r t a k e n ,  T h e  s p e c i a l  c o l l e c t i o n s  s e c t i o n  a t  

t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  t h e  West I n d i e s  c o n t a i n s  a number  o f  s t u d i e s  

o n  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  movement w h i c h  a r e  n o t  a v a i l a b l e  i n  Canada .  

f o r  t h e  m o s t  p d r t  t h e s e  s t u d i e s  a r e  i n  t h e  fo rn t  o f  t h e s e s  a n d  

d i s s e r t a t i o n s  b y  s t u d e n t s  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t  p a n d  b y  o u t s i d e  

s c h o l a r s .  T h i s  body of l i t e r a t u r e  y i e l d e d  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  a m o n n t  

o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  on  t h e  R a s t a t a r i a n  raovement i n  Jamaica, a n d  a l s o  

o n  t h e  v a r i o u s  g r o u p s  e x t a n t  i n  the n o v e m e n t  { e - g .  A l b u q u e r q u e ,  

1 9 7 7 ,  C h e v a n n e s ,  1971 ,  H c P h e r s o n ,  1982, 1 9 8 3  and  S h i b a t a ,  1 9 8 1 ) .  



I n  a d d i t i c n  t o  the a b o v e ,  I a l s o  a t t e n d e d  t h e  a n n u a l  

R a s t a f a r i a n  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n  g r e s s  w h i c h  t o o k  p l a c e  a t  t h e  

U n i v e r s i t y  of  t h e  West I n d i e s  f r o m  J u l y  1 8 t h  t o  2 5 t h ,  1983,  T h i s  

p r o v i d e d  f i r s t  h a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e  v a r i o u s  g r o u p s  w h i c h  were 

r e p r e s e n t e d  a t  t h e  c o n g r e s s  a n d  t h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  

o f  R a s t a f a r i a n i s m .  There were s e v e r a l  k e y  c o n c e r n s  of  t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n  commun i t y  a d d r e s s e d  a t  t h i s  c o n g r e s s ,  H o r e o v e r ,  

t h e r e  were a l s o  R a s t a f a r i a n  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  from v a r i o u s  

C a r i b b e a n  i s l a n d s ,  E n g l a n d ,  C a n a d a ,  a n d  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  T h i s  

r e s e a r c h  s e r v e d  t o  p r o v i d e  i n f o r m a t i o n  on  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  

 embers ship of t h e  Bovement,  Some o f  t h e  i s s u e s  a d d r e s s e d  a t  t h i s  

c o n g r e s s  i n c l u d e d  r e p a t r i a t i o n ,  e d u c a t i o n  f o r  Basta f a r i a n  

c h i l d r e n ,  l e g a l i z a t i o n  o f  ~ a r i  j u a n a ,  r e p o r t s  of the v a r i o u s  

m i s s i o n s  t o  A f r i c a ,  a n d  t h e  m e a s u r e s  t o  b e  u n d e r t a k e n  f o r  the 

poos a n d  t h e  a g e d ,  T h e  ~ o s t  i m p o r t a n t  a s p e c t  o f  a t t e n d i n g  t h i s  

c o n g r e s s  was t h a t  i t  r e v e a l e d  t h e  i n t e n s e  r i v a l r y  t h a t  exists 

b e t w e e n  t h e  v a r i o u s  R a s t a f a r i a n  g r o u p s  i n  Jamaica, A t t e n d a n c e  a t  

t h e  c o n g r e s s  a l s o  a l l o w e d  rrte t o  meet a n d  i n t e r a c t  w i t h  

R a s t a f a r i a n  members  f r o m  b o t h  Jamaica a n d  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  

wor Id .  

F o r  t h e  a o s t  p a r t ,  i n f o r m a l  i n t e r a c t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  b r e t h r e n  

f o r m e d  t h e  m a i n  a s p e c t  of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  T h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  i n  

Jamaica, a s  o p p o s e d  t o  C a n a d a ,  a r e  h i g h l y  s u s p i c i o u s  o f  

r e s e a r c h e r s ,  T h e y  w o u l d  n o t  r e s p o n d  i f  t h e  t a p e  recorder was 

u s e d  and i n  s o m e  cases wou ld  e v e n  refuse t o  a n s w e r  d i r e c t  

q u e s t i o n s ,  T h u s ,  t h e  n a t u r e  of  t h e  i n t e r v i e w s  was b y  a n d  l a r g e  



i n f o r m a l . 1  However ,  my k e y  s o u r c e s  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  were 

R a s t a f a r i a n  a c a d e ~ i c s ,  One  o f  these inf o r a a n t  s was s t u d y i n g  t h e  

t h e o l o g i c a l  a s ~ e c t s  o f  t h e  ~ a s t a f a r i a n  t r a d i t i o n ,  B e i n g  a  

~ a s t a f a r i a n  h i m s e l f ,  h e  h a d  access t o  i n • ’  o r m a t i o n  w h i c h  was,  f o r  

t h e  m o s t  p a r t ,  u c a v a i l a b l e  t o  o t h e r  r e s e a r c h e r s .  However ,  my 

i n • ’  crmal t a l k s  w i t h  o t h e r  ~ a s t a f  a r i a n s  a t  t h e  c o n g r e s s  a l s o  

s e r v e d  t o  b a l a n c e  o u t  t h i s  e m p h a s i s  on academic s o u r c e s .  I was 

a l s o  a b l e  t o  meet a n d  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  a n  i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  P r o f e s s o r  

L e o n a r d  Barre t t  who is c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e  a n  a u t h o r i t y  on  t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n  movement  [Jamaica, J u l y ,  1983) .  

In a d d i t i o n  t o  m e e t i n g  R a s t a f a r i a n s  i n  K i n g s t o n ,  w h e r e  t h e  

U n i v e r s i t y  of t h e  tiest I n d i e s  is s i t u a t e d ,  I a l s o  met a n u a b e r  

of f i a s t a f a r i a n s  i n  Montego  Eay, Bost of t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  i n  

Montego  Bay a l s o  e x ~ r e s s e d  s u s p i c i o n  a t  b e i n g  i n t e r v i e w e d  by  a 

r e s e a r c h e r ,  N o n t h e l e s s ,  t h r o u g h  i n f o r m a l  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  a 

s i g n i f i c a n t  a m o u n t  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  u a s  d e r i v e d .  With some o f  

these R a s t a f a r i a n s ,  who were w i l l i n g  t o  e n g a g e  i n  a n  i n f o r m a l  

d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e i r  f a i t h ,  I s p e n t  a f a i r  a m o u n t  o f  time - 
s o m e t i m e s  t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  would l a s t  f o r  t v o  h o u r s ,  O t h e r s ,  

h o w e v e r ,  would  c n l y  comment  o n  a s p e c i f i c  i s s u e ,  

T h e  c o n t e n t  o f  t h e s e  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  s u b s t a n t i a t e d  t h e  

i n f c f t a a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  i n  O w e n a s  (1976) h i g h l y  i n f o r m a t i v e  

a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  R a s t a f a r i a n  g r o u p s  i n  K i n g s t o n ,  Yet, I 

1 One R a s t a f a r i a n ,  Elortimo F l a n n o ,  who is v e r y  w i d e l y  known 
a m o n g s t  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  r e s o r t e d  t o  ' i n t e r r o g a t i n g g  a e  f o r  t w o  
h o u r s  i n  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  a s c e r t a i n  my m o t i v e s  f o r  s t u d y i n g  t h e  
R a s t a f a r i a n  a o v e a e n t ,  



a l s o  came a c r o s s  B a s t a f a r i a n s  who e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e y  m a n i f e s t e d  

a l l  t h e  o v e r t  symbols of i d a t i f  i c a t i o n  such a s  w e a r i n g  

d r e a d l o c k s ,  d i d  n o t  e s L o u s e  a  r e l i g i o u s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n  b e l i e f  s y s t e m .  T h i s  f i n d i n g  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  

d i s t i n c t i o n  i n  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  b e t w e e n  r e l i g i o u s ,  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  

f u n c t i o n a l  G a s t a f a r i a n s  ( A 1  k u q u e r q u e ,  1977, N r t t l e f  o r d ,  1973). 

T h r o u g h  v a r i o u s  R a s t a f a r i a n  c o n t a c t s ,  I was a l so  a b l e  t o  meet 

o n e  o f  t h e  e lde r s  o f  t h e  movement - Ras B o a n a r g e s  who is t h e  

h e a d  of t h e  O r d e r  o f  t h e  N y a h b i n g h i .  I n f o r m a l  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  w i t h  

R a s  B o a n a r g e s  p r o v i d e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  on  yet a n o t h e r  v a r i a t i o n  of 

t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  myth  of c r e a t i o n ,  Above  a l l ,  t h e  s e c t i o n  of the 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  u n d e r t a k e n  i n  J a a a i c a  p r o v e d  an i n v a l u a b l e  s o u r c e  

of f i r s t  hand  i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  movement,2 

T h e r e  were s e v e r a l  o t h e r  s o u r c e s  wh ich  were u t i l i z f d  i n  

J a m a i c a ,  T h e s e  i n c l u d e d  a r e v i e u  of n e w s p a p e r  a r t i c l e s  on  the 

R a s t a f a r i a n  m v e m e n t  wh ich  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  a t  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  o f  

Jamaica w h i c h  is a l s o  l o c a t e d  i n  K i n g s t o n ,  T h e  I n s t i t u t e  a l s o  

p u b l i s h e s  t h e  Jamaica J o u r n a l  w h i c h  c o n t a i n s  a r t ic les  o n  t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n  movement ,  U t i l i z i n g  t h i s  s o u r c e  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  

a c c u a u i a t i o n  of i n f o r a a t i o n  w h i c h  was r e l a t i v e l y  r e c e n t ,  (e.g. 

H i l l ' s  a r t i c le  on L e o n a r d  H o u e l l ,  p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  J a m a i c p  

J o u r n a l  1 9 8 3 ) -  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h i s ,  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  I met also --- ? 

r e f e r r e d  me t o  o t h e r  l i t e r a t u r e  s o u r c e s  s u c h  a s  H o w e l l ' s  book 

T h e  P r o m i s e q  IZZl. --- ------------------ 
2 Cn t h e  w h o l e ,  I h a d  t a l k e d  t o  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  t h i r t y  
R a s t a f a r i a n s  who came from w i d e l y  v a r y i n g  r e l i g i o u s  a n d  
s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  b a c k g r o u n d s ,  



I n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  movement i n  V a n c o u v e r  

p r o v i d e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  w h i c h  was u t i l i z e d  t o  c o m p a r e  t h e  v a r i a n t  

o f  t h e  movement i n  E n g l a n d  t o  t h a t  e x t a n t  i n  W e s t e r n  C a n a d a ,  T h e  

t o o l s  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n  V a n c o u v e r  i n v o l v e d  a t a p e  r e c o r d e r  

w h i c h  t h e  V a n c o u v e r  R a s t a f a r i a n s  d i d  n o t  f i n d  a s  o f f e n s i v e  a s  

t h e i r  J a m a i c a n  c c u n t e r ~ a r t s ,  I n  t h e  V a n c o u v e r  s a n t p l e ,  t h e  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n c l u d e d  i n t e r v i e w s  w h i c h  were a l s o  i n f o r m a l ,  

Barre t t  (1958) h a s  n o t e d  t h a t  t h i s  a p p r o a c h  y i e l d s  more 

i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  is ~ a r t i c u l a r l y  s u i t a b l e  f o r  s t u d y i n g  t h e  

B a s t a f  a r i a n s ,  I n  a d d i t  i o n  t o  i n t e r a c t i n g  w i t h  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s ,  

I a l s o  o b s e r v e d  members o f  t h e  movement i n  terms o f  t h e i r  

i n t e r a c t i o n s  w i t h  n o n - b l a c k  R a s t a f a r i a n s  a n d  t h e  o u t s i d e  w o r l d ,  

T h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e s e  o b s e r v a t i o n s  was o v e r t  and o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  

homes  o f  v a r i o u s  R a s t a f a r i a n s  a n d  i n  p u b l i c  areas w h e r e  

R a s t a f a r i a n s  were p r e s e n t ,  

T h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  ~ o p u l a t i o n  i n  V a n c o u v e r  n u m b e r s  

a p p r o x i m a t e l y  f i f t y  t o  s i x t y  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  H o s t  o f  t h e s e  members  

a re  i m m i g r a n t s  from J a m a i c a .  However ,  a sma l l  p o r t i o n  come from 

o t h e r  C a r i b b e a n  i s l a n d s ,  O u t  o f  the t o t a l  ~ o p u l a t i o n ,  t h e r e  a r e  

a p p r o x i n a t e l y  t e n  i n d i v i d u a l s  uho  come from n o n - b l a c k  r a c i a l  

b a c k g s o u n d s ,  O u t  o f  t h e s e  o n l y  o n e  h a s  I n d i a n  a n c e s t r y ,  T h e  rest 

a r e  w h i t e  anembers, Amongst  t h e  w h i t e  c o ~ p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  

m e m b e r s h i p ,  most are women, a l t h o u g h  several w h i t e  males a r e  

a l s o  p r e s e n t ,  T h e  a v e r a g e  a g e  of t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  r a n g e s  f r o m  

t w e n t y  t h r e e  t o  t h i r t y  f i v e ,  W h i l e  i n  d e p t h  i n t e r v i e w s  h a v e  n o t  

been c o n d u c t e d  w i t h  a l l  R a s t a f a r i a n  members  i n  V a n c o u v e r ,  s o m e  



m e a s u r e  o f  s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n  h a s  o c c u r r e d  w i t h  a  l a r g e  

m a j o r i t y ,  A p p r o x i m a t e l y  t w e n t y  i n d i v i d u a l s  were a p p r o a c h e d  f o r  

t h e  p u r p o s e s  of t h i s  s t u d y ,  W h i l e  s o m e  c o n s e n t e d  t o  i n t e r v i e w s  

t h e  rest p r e f e r r e d  t o  e n g a g e  i n  ' r e a s o n i n g 8  a b o u t  t h e i r  f a i t h ,  

Hcst o f  t h e  d a t a  d e r i v e d  f r c n  t h i s  s a m p l e  c o n s i s t s  o f  

i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  t h e s e  * r e a s o n i n g s  s e s s i o n s ,  3 

In•’ orma t i o n  d e r i v e d  f rom t h e s e  ' r e a s o n i n g 1  s e s s i o n s  p r o v e d  

t o  b e  i n v a l u a b l e  a s  a n  i n d i c a t o r  o f  t h e  r a n g e  o f  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  

e x t a n t  a m o n g s t  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  c o a m u n i t  y  i n  Vancouve r ,  T h i s  

i n f o r m a t i o n  a l s o  c o r r e s p o n d s  t o  W i l s o n ' s  (1978) s t u d y  o f  t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n s  i n  T o r o n t o ,  f n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  t h e s e  r e a s o n i n g *  

s e s s i o n s  was f e c o r d e d  i n  t h e  f o r i a  of n o t e s ,  However ,  the 

r e c o r d i n g  o c c u r r e d  after t h e  s e s s i o n s  s i n c e  i t  was f e l t  t h a t  

n o t e - t a k i n g  d u r i n g  t h e  d i s c u s s i c n  w o u l d  o n l y  s e r v e  t o  i n h i b i t  

Fa r t i c i  p a n t s .  

Aside from t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  d e r i v e d  f r o m  e x c h a n g e s  w i t h  

V a n c o u v e r  R a s t a f a r i a n s ,  a number  o f  J a m a i c a n  R a s t a f a r i a n s  were 

i n t e r v i e w e d ,  T h e s e  m e ~ b e r s  were e i t h e r    as sing t h r o u g h  V a n c o u v e r  

a n d  usually c o n s i s t e d  o f  R e g g a e  m u s i c i a n s  o r  f r i e n d s  a n d  

r e l a t i v e s  o f  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  i n  V a n c o u v e r ,  I n f o r r n a  t i o n  

r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  i n t e r a c t i o n s  w i t h  m u s i c i a n s  s e r v e d  t o  c o n f i r m  the 

i n i t i a l  i m ~ r e s s i o n  of  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  v a r i o u s  g r o u p s  w i t h i n  t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n  movement,  W h i l e  some o f  t h e s e  m u s i c i a n s  were 

a f f i l i a t e d  t o  t h e  T w e l v e  T r i b e s  o f  I s rae l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  ------------------ 
3 H o s t  of t h e  r e s e a r c h e r s  s t u d y i n g  t h e  movement h a v e  h a d  t o  rely 
o n  t h e s e  ' r e a s o n i n g *  s e s s i o n s  f o r  t h e i r  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  the 
movement (e. g. Barrett, 1977,  C a s h n o r e ,  1979, Yawney 1979). 



J a m a i c a ,  o t h e r s  were members  of t h e  E t h i o p i a n  O r t h o d o x  Church .  

A p p r o x i m a t e l y  s i x  R e g g a e  b a n d s  were i n t e r v i e w e d ,  Aga in  t h e  

i n t e r v i e w s ,  l a s t i n g  b e t w e e n  o n e  a n d  two  h o u r s ,  were more i n  t h e  

form o f  r e a s o n i n g  s e s s i o n s  s i n c e  a l l  g r o u p  m e a b e r s  p a r t i c i p a t e d  

t o g e t h e r ,  I n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  this a s p e c t  o f  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a l s o  

s e r v e d  t o  h i g h l i g h t  t h e  wide v a r i e t y  o f  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  of  t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n  b e l i e f  s y s t e m  t h a t  a r e  o p e r a t i v e  i n  t h e  movement. 

T h e  c o n t e n t  of t h e s e  i n f o r m a l  i n t e r v i e w s  c o n c e n t r a t e d  o n  i s s u e s  

c o n c e r n i n g  r e p a t r i a t i o n ,  t h e  s t a t u s  of women, v i e w s  on b i r t h  

c o n t r o l ,  a b o r t i o n ,  l e g a l i z a t i c n  of r t i a r i j u a n a ,  and  a s p e c t s  of t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n  l i f e s t y l e  ( y l i v i t y s ) ,  

Access t o  t h e  E i a s t a f a r i a n  c o m m u n i t y  i n  V a n c o n v e r  was 

f a c i l i t a t e d  by  my l a y - s t a n d i n g  f a m i l i a r i t y  i n  t h e  c o i m u n i t  y a n d  

t h r o u g h  c o n t a c t s  w i t h  o t h e r  R a s t a f a r i a n s  wh ich  were d e v e l o p e d  

p r i o r  t o  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  of t h i s  s t u d y ,  Access t o  R a s t a f a r i a n  

m u s i c i a n s  was p r o m o t e d  b y  t h e  c o o p e r a t i o n  of c o n c e r t  p r o m o t e r s  

s u c h  a s  P e r r y s c o p e  e n t e r p r i s e s .  

I n f o r m a  t i o n  from a l l  t h e s e  s o u r c e s  s e r v e d  t o  s u p p l e m e n t  t h e  

r e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  t h e s i s ,  l o s e o v e r ,  t h e s e  f i n d i n g s  a l so  

c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  a  more t h o r o u g h  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of t h e  s o c i a l  

r e a l i t y  of t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s .  



C h a p t e r  S e q u e n c e  - 

T h e  f i r s t  c h a p t e r  traces t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  e v o l u t i o n  of t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n  niovement,  o u t l i n i n g  t h e  v a r i o u s  e v e n t s  t h a t  o c c u r r e d  

a n d  t h e i r  i m p a c t  o n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  

t r a d i t i o n .  T h i s  c h a p t e r  a l s o  i n c l u d e s  d e t a i l e d  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  

t h e  B a s t a f a t i a n  b e l i e f  s y s t e m ,  a n d  k e y  a s p e c t s  of the 

R a s t a f a r i a n  * l i v i t y S  o r  l i f  e s t y l e ,  Rastaf a r i a n  a t t i t u d e s  t o w a r d s  

d e a t h ,  n a t u r e ,  a n d  the p o s i t i o n  of women w i t h i n  t h e  movement are  

also e x a m i n e d .  T h i s  c h a p t e r  d r a w s  i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o n  v a r i o u s  

s t u d i e s  c o n d u c t e d  o n  t h e  movement.  

T h e  f o l l o w i n 3  s u b s t a n t i v e  c h a p t e r  p r o v i d e s  a c r i t i c a l  

r e v i e w  o f  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  o n  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s ,  b r i n g i n g  t o  l i g h t  

t h e  d r a w b a c k s  a n d  s h o r t c o m i n g s  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  s t u d i e s .  C u r r e n t  

c o n c e p t u a l i z a t i o n s  of t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  movement a r e  a l s o  

discussed, B c r i t i c a l  s u r v e y  of t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  o n  the t y p o l o g i e s  

o f  r e l i g i o u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  f o l l o w s ,  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  t h e  i n a c c u r a t e '  

d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  movement a s  a * c u l t 8 .  I n  

a d d i t i o n ,  a s u r v e y  o f  t h i s  body o f  l i t e r a t u r e  a l s o  l e a d s  i n t o  a  

d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  c o n c e p t s  u t i l i z e d  i n  t h i s  t h e s i s ,  I n  

p a r t i c u l a r ,  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  t y p e s  of o r g a n i z a t i o n s  d i s c u s s e d  a r e  

t h e  c u l t ,  sec t ,  a n d  t h e  m y s t i c  c o l l e c t i v i t y .  The c h a p t e r  

c o n c l u d e s  w i t h  a n o t e  discussing t h e  u s e  of i d e a l  t y p e s .  

C h a p t e r  t h r e e  e n t i t l e d  'The H y s t i c  C o l l e c t i v i t y  of t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n s g  a s s e s s e s  t h e  u t i l i t y  o f  t h i s  c c n c e ~ t  i n  r e l a t i o n  

t o  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  t r a d i t i o n  d i s c u s s e d  i n  c h a p t e r  



one .  T h e  c o n c e p t  of t h e  m y s t i c  c o l l e c t i v i t y  is d i s c u s s e d  i n  some  

d e t a i l ,  r e l a t i n g  i t  t o  t h e  T r o e l t s c h e a n  c o n c e p t  of m y s t i c a l  

r e l i g i o n  a n d  t h e  c o n c e p t  of s o c i a l  c o l l e c t i v i t i e s ,  common 

d e n o m i n a t o r s  o p e r a t i v e  i n  t h e  R a s t a f  a r i  an  movement a r e  d i s c u s s e d  

a t  some l e n g t h ,  d e m c n s t r a t i n g  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e  

f e a t u r e s  o f  t h e  m y s t i c  c o l l e c t i v i t y .  

A s u b s e c t i o n  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r  d e a l s  w i t h  s o m e  o f  t h e  g r o u p s  

e x t a n t  i n  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  movement, T h e s e  i n c l u d e  t h e  O r d e r  o f  

t h e  l y a h b i n g h i  a s  a p p r o a c h i n g  t h e  i d e a l  t y p e  o f  R e v o l u t i o n i s t  

sect, t h e  Bobo  S h a n t i s  w h i c h  a p p r o x i m a t e  t o  t h e  i d e a l  t y p e  o f  

I n t r o v e r s i o n i s t  sect, t h e  T w e l v e  T r i b e s  of I s r a e l  which c a n  b e  

d e s c r i b e d  i n  terms of a  l oca l  c u l t ,  a n d  t h e  E t h i o p i a n  O r t h o d o x  

C h u r c h  which  h a s  s u b s t a n t i a l  number  o f  R a s t a f a r i a n  members , and  

which h a s  a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  type a p p r o ~ i m a t i n g  t o  t h a t  o f  a 

d e n o m i n a t i o n .  G ~ O U F S  e s p o u s i n g  a d i f f e r e n t  o r i e n t a t i o n  a r e  a l s o  

t r e a t e d  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  n o v e m e n t  

A s s o c i a t i o n  is d i s c u s s e d  i n  terms of its p o l i t i c a l l y  i n c l i n e d  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  B a s t a f a r i a n i s m ,  

C h a p t e r  f o u r  d e a l s  w i t h  t h e  r a p i d  g r o w t h  a n d  s p r e a d  o f  t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n  movement,  S u c h  f a c t o r s  as t h e  l o o s e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  

t h e  a o v e m e n t ,  its l a c k  of a d e  f a c t o  l e a d e r ,  its i n t e r n a l  s y s t e m  

of  c o ~ n t u n i c a t i o n ,  a n d  its e m p h a s i s  o n  face-to-face i n t e r a c t i o n s  

a r e  d i s c u s s e d ,  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  c h a p t e r  a l s o  d i s c u s s e s ,  a t  some  

l e n g t h ,  t h e  a p p e a l  o f  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  t r a d i t i o n  a n d  t h e  v a r i o u s  

n e e d s  of t h e  m e m b e r s h i p  t h a t  i t  s a t i s f i e s ,  E x t e r n a l  f a c t o r s  

c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  t h e  e m e r g e n c e  o f  R a s t a f a r i a n i s m  i n  v a r i o u s  



s o c i a l  c o n t e x t s  a re  a l s o  d i s c u s s e d .  T h e  c h a p t e r  c o n c l u d e s  w i t h  a  

c o m p a r a t i v e  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  v a r i o u s  

forms of J a h ,  L e .  t h e  v a r i o u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a n d  p a t t e r n s  t h a t  

h a v e  e v o l v e d  w h i c h  d r a w  from t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  t r a d i t i o n ,  The 

v a r i a n t s  o f  R a s t a f a r i a n i s m  c o m p a r e d  i n  some d e t a i l  a r e  t h e  

E n g l i s h  f o r m  o f  t h e  movement  a n d  i ts  C a n a d i a n  c o u n t e r p a r t ,  T h i s  

c h a p t e r  d e m o n s t  r a t e s  t h e  i n t e r a c t i o n  b e  t w e e n  d i f f e r e n t  v a r i a b l e s  

s u c h  a s  t h e  n e e d s  of t h e  m e a b e r s h i p ,  t h e  s o c i o e c o n o t u i c  a n d  

c u l t u r a l  f a c t o r s  p r e s e n t  i n  s o c i e t y ,  a n d  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of 

R a s t a f a r i a n  t h e m e s  a n d  c o n c e p t s  a s  b e i n g  t h e  d e t e r m i n i n g  f a c t o r s  

s b a ~ i n g  t h e  e m e r g e n c e  a n d  form o f  R a s t a f a r i a n i s m  i n  v a r y i n g  

s o c i a l  c o n t e x t s ,  

T h e  c o n c l u d i n g  c h d p t e r  of t h i s  t h e s i s  r e c a p i t u l a t e s  t h e  

i s s u e s  a d d r e s s e d  i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  c h a p t e r s .  T h e  s e p a r a t e  v a r i a b l e s  

are e x a m i n e d  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  each o t h e r  i n  o r d e r  t o  i l l u s t r a t e  

how t h e  s t r u c t u r e  of t h e  m o v e m e n t ,  its b e l i e f  s y s t e m ,  a n d  t h e  

a r t i c u l a t i o n  of i ts  t h e o l o g y  l e a d  t o  a g e n e r a t i o n  of c o m p e t i n g  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  a n d  t o  t h e  f o r e a a t i o n  of c o l l e c t i v e  e x p r e s s i o n s  

of t h e s e  s p e c i f i c  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s ,  In a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  v a r y i n g  

forms a n d  f u n c t i o n s  of t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  m o v e m e n t  a r e  s u m m a r i z e d ,  

d e m c n s t  r a t i n g  t h d t  w i t h i n  t h e  t o t a l  o v e  r - a r c h i n g  s t r u c t u r e  o f  

t h e  m y s t i c  c o l l e c t i v i t y  of t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s ,  o t h e r  t y ~ e s  o f  

r e l i g i o u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  are  e x t a n t  a n d  serve v a r i o u s  f u n c t i o n s .  

T h i s  s e c t i o n  c o n c l u d e s  w i t h  a n  e x a m i n a t i o n  of t h e  p o s s i b l e  

r o u t e s  of the f u t u r e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  t r a d i t i o n ,  



I n  c o n c l u s i o n ,  t h i s  t h e s i s  i s  i n t e n d e d  as  a p o t e n t i a l  

c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  e x i s t i n g  body of l i t e r a t u r e  on t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n  movement ,  a n d  t o  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  i n  t h e  s o c i o l o g y  of 

religion d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  t y p o l o g i e s  of r e l i g i o u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  

On a t h e o r e t i c a l  l e v e l ,  t h i s  t h e s i s  d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h e  u t i l i t y  of 

t h e  h i t h e r t o  v i r t u a l l y  u n u t i l i z e d  c o n c e p t  of the mystic 

c o l l e c t i v i t y  i n  f u r t h e r i n g  a n a l y s i s ,  a n d  i t  is hoped, 

u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  of  t h e  Rastafarian movement .  



11, T h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  Hovemeat: Its H i s t o r y  a n d  Belief S y s t e m  

T h e  genesis o f  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  movement c a n  be t r a c e d  t o  

t h e  early 1 9 3 0 f s .  J a m a i c a ,  a t  t h i s  time, w a s  ~ l a g ~ e d  w i t h  severe 

e c o n o m i c  c r i s i s  b r o u g h t  on by t h e  v o r l d  u i d e  d e p r e s s i o n ,  

P o l i t i c a l l y ,  the i s l a n d  w a s  s t i l l  r u l e d  b y  t h e  B r i t i s h  i n  t h e  

f o r m  of a c r o w n  c o l o n y ,  T h e  s p l a n t o c r a c y i  was s t i l l  i n  F o u e r  a n d  

o c c u p i e d  t h e  u p p e r  e c h e l o n s  o f  t h e  soc ia l  o r d e r ,  w h i l e  t h e  

masses o f  k l a c k s  were lef t  to f e n d  for t h e m s e l v e s  - p r i m a r i l y  i n  

t h e  g h e t t o s ,  E m a n c i p a t i o n  had  t e c h n i c a l l y  f r e e d  t h e  former 
I -' 

s l a v e s  from t h e  d r u d g e r y  a n d  t o i l  of field work ,  b u t  a t  the same 

t i m e ,  t h e  r a c i s a  a n d  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  r a m p a n t  o n  t h e  i s l a n d  

c o m b i n e d  with t h e  l a c k  o f  any f c r m  o f  s o c i a l  w e l f a r e ,  a g g r a v a t e d  

t h e  o v e r a l l  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h ~  b l a c k  p o p u l a t i o n .  The f o r m e r  s l a v e s  

h a d  n o  a l t e r n a t i v e  b u t  t o  s q u a t  o n  a b a n d o n e d  p l a n t a t i o n s  o r  

c r o u d  into t h e  g h e t t o s ,  I n c r e a s e d  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  

p o p u l a t i o n  i n  s u c h  u r b a n  c e n t r e s  a s  K i n g s t o n  a c c e n t u a t e d  t h e  

s i t u a t i o n  e v e n  f u r t h e r  [ H u r v i t z  a n d  N u r v i t z ,  1971) .  

It was i n  t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t  t h e  s e e d s  of Basta f a r i a n i s n  

were sown,  T h e  s o c i o - e c o n o a i c  c o n d i t i o n s  of t h e  b l a c k  m a s s e s  h a d  

f o s t e r e d  t h e  g r o u t  h o f  a number  o f  p o t e n t i a l  a v e n u e s  b y  wh ich  t o  

c o u n t e r  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  s e n s e  of a 1  i e n a t i o n  and ~ i s e r p .  A p r i m a r y  

o u t l e t  for t h e  f r o s t r a t i o n s  e x p e r i e n c e d  b y  t h e s e  m a s s e s  was 

r e l i g i o n .  The  r e l i g i o u s  milieu i n  Jamaica, a t  t h i s  time, was 

p e r m e a t e d  b y  a w i d e  v a r i e t y  o f  r e l i g i o u s  g r o u p s  r a n g i n g  f r o m  



C h r i s t i a n  b a s e d  g r o u p s  s u c h  a s  t h e  B a p t i s t s  a n d  A n g l i c a n s ,  t o  

t h e  more  A f r o - C h r i s t i a n  s y n c r e t i s t i c  g r o u p s  s u c h  a s  t h e  

B e d w a r d i t e s ,  R e v i v a l i s t s ,  Z i o n  C o ~ t i c s ,  C o n v i n c e ,  a n d  Pocoman ia .  

I n c l u d e d  i n  t h i s  r a n g e  of r e l i g i o u s  g r o u p s  were t h e  more o c c u l t  

o r i e n t e d  A f r i c a n  r e l i g i o n s  s u c h  a s  Obeah ,  Plyal  a n d  Vodun 

( B a r r e t t ,  1968,  1977) .  B e g i n n i n g  i n  t h e  mid 1 9 2 0 e s ,  t h e  i d e o l o g y  

o f  E t h i o p i a n i s m  was  a l s o  p r e v a l e n t  i n  Jamaica. T h e  l a t t e r  

p r o m u l g a t e d  t h e  i d e a s  of b l a c k  s u p r e a a c y ,  a b l a c k  m e s s i a h ,  a n d  

E t h i o p i a  as a h a v e n  f o ~ :  a l l  b l a c k s  ( H i l l ,  1 9 8 3 ) -  H i l l e n a r i a n  

s e n t i m e n t s  were a l r e a d y  i n  c i r c u l a t i o n  t h r o u g h  t h e  t e a c h i n g s  of 

Bedward,  t h e  I s r a e l i t e s ,  a n d  t h e  p r o p o n e n t s  of E t h i o p i a n i s m  

( B a r r e t t ,  1 9 6 8 ,  S i g ~ s c n ,  1 9 5 5 a ,  1 9 5 5 b ) .  

I t  was i n  t h i s  c u l t u r a l  m i l i e u  t h a t  M a r c u s  G a r v e y  began  

p r e a c h i n g  h i s  h u m a n i t a r i a n  L e l i e f s ,  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  r a i s e  t h e  

c o a s c i o u s n ~ s s  of  t h e  b l a c k s .  T h r o u g h  h i s  p o w e r s  o f  o r a t o r y ,  

G a r v e y  was a b l e  to  a r t i c u l a t e  i n  b i b l i c a l  l a n g u a g e  a l l  t h e  

e l e m e n t s  o f  E t h i o p i a n i s m  such a s  b l a c k  s u p r e m a c y  a n d  A f r i c a n  

r e p a t r i a t i o n ,  G a r v e y  s t r e s s e d  t h e  s u p e r i o r i t y  o f  black 

c i v i l i z a t i o n s ,  B c c o r d i n g  t o  G a r v e y ,  t h e  time h a d  come f o r  t h e  

b l a c k s  t o  r e g a i n  a  s e n s e  o f  r a c i a l  p r i d e  a n d  t o  s t a r t  p e c e i v i n g  

God a s  b e i n g  b l a c k ,  T h i s  t h e m e  is c l e a r l y  a p ~ a r e n t  i n  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  p a s s a g e  u r i t t e n  b y  G a r v e y  o n  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  God: 

Be, a s  n e g r o e s ,  have  f o u n d  a new i d e a l .  B h i l s t  o u r  God 
h a s  n o  c o l o u r ,  y e t  i t  i s  hualan t o  see e v e r y t h i n g  t h r o u g h  
o n e ' s  own s~ectacles ,  a n d  s i n c e  t h e  w h i t e  p e o p l e  h a v e  
s e e n  t h e i r  God t h o u g h  P h i t e  s~ec tac les ,  we h a v e  o n l y  a o v  
s t a r t e d  o u t  ( l a t e  t h o u g h  it may be) t o  see o u r  God 
t h r o u g h  o u r  own s p e c t a c l e s .  T h e  God o f  I s a a c  a n d  t h e  God 
o f  J a c o b  l e t  him e x i s t  f o r  t h e  race t h a t  b e l i e v e  i n  t h e  
God of I s a a c  a n d  t h e  God o f  J a c o b ,  We n e g r o e s  b e l i e v e  i n  



t h e  God of  E t h i o p i a ,  t h e  e v e r l a s t i n g  God - ~ o d  t h e  s o n ,  
God t h e  holy G h o s t ,  t h e  o n e  God of a l l  a g e s ,  T h a t  is  t h e  
God i n  whom w e  b e l i e v e ,  b u t  we s h a l l  w o r s h i p  h im t h r o u g h  
t h e  s p e c t a c l e s  o f  E t h i o p i a ,  (Bar re t t ,  1977:77), 

T h e  R a s t a f d r i a n s  v i ew R a r c u s  G a r v e y  a s  a p r o p h e t ,  c l a i m i n g  

t h a t  h i s  r o l e  is a n a l o g o u s  t o  t h a t  of J o h n  t h e  B a p t i s t  i n  

a n n o u n c i n g  t h e  c o n i n g  of C h r i s t ,  T h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  claim t h a t  

G a r v e y  was t h e  p r o p h e t  who p o i n t e d  t o  A f r i c a ,  a n d  p r o p h e s i z e d  

t h e  c o m i n g  of a b l a c k  k ing ,  T h e  p r o p h e c y ,  "iLook t o  Africa,  when 

a Elack K i n g  s h a l l  ke c r o w n e d ,  f o r  t h e  d a y  of d e l i v e r a n c e  is 

n e a r m ,  is a t t r i b u t e d  t o  P ia rcus  G a r v e y  b y  a l l  R a s t a f a r i a n s  

( K i t z i n g e r ,  1969:245), However ,  r e c e n t  f i n d i n g s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  

r a t h e r  t h a n  G a r v e y ,  a  R e v e r e n d  J a a e s  Worris Web i s  also r e p o r t e d  

t o  h a v e  s t a t e d  a s i m i l a r  m e s s a g e  i n  his a d d r e s s  t o  a 

c o n g r e g a t i o n  i n  1924 ( H i l l ,  1983: 25) -  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  G a r v e y  still 

r e m a i n s  a p r o p h e t  t o  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  G a r v e y  

h i m s e l f  d e n o u n c e d  a l l  s u c h  g r o u p s  a s  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  a n d  t h e  

B e d u a r d i t e s  a s  e c c e n t r i c  a n d  d e v i a n t ,  

When Ras l a f a r i  Haile S e l a s s i e  was c r o w n e d  Empero r  of 

E t h i o p i a  i n  1930,  a n d  t o o k  t h e  t i t l e s  o f  ' L o r d  of L o r d s ,  K ing  o f  

Kings, t h e  C o n q u e r i n g  L i o n  o f  t h e  T r i b e  of J u d a h ,  2 2 5 t h  i n  line 

of s u c c e s s i o n ,  d i r e c t  d e s c e n d e n t  cf S o l o m o n  a n d  S h e b a ,  a n d  t h e  

R o o t  o f  D a v i d 1 ,  some  J a s a i c a n  G a r v e y i t e s  saw t h i s  a s  t h e  

f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  ~ r o ~ h e c y .  SoRe J a m a i c a n s ,  n o t a b l y  L e o n a r d  Howell, 

J o s e p h  Hi h k e r t  , A r c h i b a l d  D u n k l e y  , R o b e r t  H i n d s ,  P a u l  

E a r l i n g t o n ,  V e r n a l  C a v i s  a n d  F ~ r d i n a n d  R i c k e t t s  soon  became  

p i o n e e r s  o f  a  n e u  r e l i g i o n  a s  t h e y  c i r c u l a t e d  a r o u n d  t h e  i s l a n d  

p r e a c h i n g  t h e i r  new f o u n d  r e v e l a t i o n  a n d  b e l i e f  i n  the E m p e r o r  



Haile Selass ie .  It is i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  a l l  t h e s e  

i n d i v i d u a l s  a r r i v e d  a t  t h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  i n d e p e n d e n t l y ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h a t  ail had m a r k e d l y  v a r y i n g  re l i q i o u s  

b a c k g r o u n d s .  A s i d e  f r o m  Howell, H i b b e r t  a n d  D u n k l e y ,  t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n  l i t e r a t u r e  does n o t  c o n t a i n  much i n  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  

b i o g r a p h i c a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e  o t h e r  f o u n d e r s  of t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n  t r a d i t i o n ,  T h u s ,  t h e  b e g i n n i n g s  o f  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  

movement can b e  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1930 's  which  h e r a l d e d  t h e  

c o r o n a t i o n  of t h e  f i r s t  b l a c k  a o a a r c h  t o  b e  r e c o g n i z e d  b y  t h e  

world. 

A l t h o u g h  t h e  ' p i o n e e r s *  c o n v e r g e d  on t h e  b a s i c  p r e m i s e  t h a t  

H a i l e  S e l a s s i e  was  t h e  r e t u r n e d  C h r i s t  a n d  t h u s  w a s  the d i v i n e  

saviour, t h e i r  p a t h s  d i v e r g e d  o n  o t h e r  i s s u e s ,  J o s e p h  H i b b e r t ,  

who h a d  b e e n  w o r k i n g  i n  Costa Rica, r e t u r n e d  t o  Jamaica i n  1931  

a n d  b e g a n  p r e a c h i n g  t h e  e a r l y  R a s t a f a r i a n  d o c t r i n e  i n  t h e  r u r a l  

a r e a s  s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  c i t y  of K i n g s t o n ,  I n  Costa Rica, H i b b e r t  

h a d  b e e n  a  mertlber of t h e  A n c i e n t  O r d e r  o f  E t h i o p i a ,  a  Masonic 

s o c i e t y ,  a n d  h e  ~ r o c e e d e d  t o  i n f u s e  m a s o n i c  t e a c h i n g s  i n t o  t h e  

e a r l y  R a s t a f a r i a n  d o c t r i n e ,  H i b b e r t  v i e w e d  Haile Selassie a s  the 

r e t u r n e d  C h r i s t ,  n e g a t i n g  the c o m p e t i n g  b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e  E m p e r o r  

was t h e  Gcdhead ,  I n  1932 ,  H i b h e r t  f o r m e d  the E t h i o p i a n  C o p t i c  

f a i t h  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  t h e  s e r v i c e s  of u h i c h  were b a s e d  on an 

e x t e n s i v e  u s e  of t h e  S a i n t  Sosimas E t h i o p i a n  b i b l e  ( Y c P h e r s o n ,  

1 9 8 0 ) -  

L e o n a r d  H o w e l l ,  a former G a r v e y i t e ,  r e t u r n e d  t o  J a m a i c a  i n  

1 9 3 2  a f t e r  a n  e x t e n s i v e  s o j o u r n  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  States,  Amongst 



t h e  e a r l y  f o u n d e r s  of ~ a s t a f a r i a n i s m ,  Howell uas t h e  most w i d e l y  

t r a v e l l e d .  I n  f a c t ,  H o v e l l  c l a i m e d  t o  h a v e  b e e n  i n  E t h i o p i a  a t  

t h e  time o f  H a i l e  S e l a s s i e ' s  c o r o n a  t i o n .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  a c c o r d i n g  

t o  Barre t t l s  s o u r c e s  ( 1 9 6 8 ) ,  FIowell i s  s a i d  t o  h a v e  f o u g h t  i n  

t h e  A s h a n t i  wars i n  West Africa ,  p r e s u m a b l y  on t h e  s i d e  of t h e  

B r i t i s h .  Howell was a l s o  k n c w n  t o  b e  f l u e n t  i n  s e v e r a l  West 

A f r i c a n  d ia lec t s ,  I n  t h e  s u b s e q u e n t  h i s t o r y  of t h e  rcoveraent,  

H o w e l l  p l a y e d  t h e  a c s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  role. I n  1 9 3 3 ,  A r c h i b a l d  

D u n k l e y  f o r m e d  t h e  K i n g  of K i n g s  M i s s i o n ,  a n  alternate 

o r g a n i z a t i o n  t o  t h a t  o f  H i b b e r t l s .  T h e r e a f t e r ,  a n u m b e r  o f  o t h e r  

o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a p p e a r e d  i n  Jamaica, a l l  e s p o u s i n g  v a r i a n t s  of t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n  d o c t r i n e ,  

on a n d  ,l-ICi v7 the . " *I-" =-I* Eth&$g&an * I* Anha&ac teqt, t h e  

C o a s t ,  This t e x t  c o n t a i n s  mater ia l  which is by a n d  l a r g e  t a k e n  
__ _ * - ...- .* ," ._- ," " + " - -  = " '  * 7 a .  , , 4 " . , '  " 1 > 



With  t h e  seeds o f  E t h i o p i a n i s r n ,  b l a c k  s u p r e m a c y ,  a n d  

A f r i c a n  r e p a t r i a t i o n  a s  sown b y  M a r c u s  G a r v e y ,  t h e  work o f  

Howel l ,  H i b b e r t ,  D u n k l e y  a n d  o t h e r s  s o o n  became  t h e  n u r t u r i n g  

f e r t i l i z e r  w h i c h  f a c i l i t a t e d  t h e  g r o w t h  of what  was t o  become 

t h e  B a s t a f a r i a n  moveaen t ,  Some o f  t h e  b i b l i c a l  p a s s a g e s  which 
I-- --ah% 

P r i n c e s  s h a l l  come o u t  of E g y p t ;  E t h i o p i a  s h a l l  s o o n  
s t r e t c h  o u t  h e r  h a n d s  u n t o  God. (Psa lea  6 8 ~ 3 1 ) .  

And I s a w  a s t r o n g  a n g e l  p r o c l a i m i n g  w i t h  a l o u d  v o i c e :  
r h o  is u o r t h y  t o  o p e n  t h e  book,  a n d  t o  loose t h e  s e v e n  
s e a l s  t h e r e o f ?  And n c  man i n  h e a v e n ,  n o r  i n  ea r th , . . , ,  
was a b l e  t o  o p e n  t h e  b o o k ,  n e i t h e r  t o  l o o k  t h e r e o n ,  ,, . 
And one o f  the l e a d e r s  s a i t h  unto me, weep n o t :  B e h o l d  
t h e  l i o n  o f  t h e  t r i b e  of J u d a h ,  t h e  root o f  D a v i d ,  h a t h  
p r e v a i l e d  t o  o p e n  t h e  book,  a n d  t o  loose t h e  s e v e n  s e a l s  
t h e r e o f .  [ R e v e l a t i o n s  5 : 2 - 5 )  . 
F o r  t h e  h u r t  o f  t h e  d a u g h t e r  of my p e o p l e  am 1 h u r t ;  I 
am B l a c k ;  a s t o n i s h m e n t  h a t h  t a k e n  h o l d  o f  me, ( J e r e m i a h  
8:2 1 ) -  

And I beheld till t h e  t h r o n e s  were cast  down and t h e  
A n c i e n t  o f  d a y s  d i d  sit, w h o s e  garment was W h i t e  a s  
snow,  a n d  t h e  h a i r  o f  h i s  h e a d  l i k e  p u r e  wool: h i s  
t h r o n e  was l i k e  t h e  f i e r y  f l a m e ,  and  h i s  w h e e l s  a s  
b u r n i n g  f i re .  ( D a n i e l  7:9),  

I am b l a c k ,  b u t  c o m e l y ,  0 ye d a u g h t e r s  of J e r u s a l e m ,  a s  
t h e  t e n t s  of K e d e r ,  a s  t h e  C u r t a i n s  o f  Solomon. Look n o t  
u p o n  me b e c a u s e  I am b l a c k ,  b e c u a s e  t h e  sun h a s  l o o k e d  
upon me,,,, H i s  h e a d  is o f  t h e  most f i n e  g o l d ,  h i s  l o c k s  
a r e  b u s h y ,  a n d  b l a c k  a s  a r a v e n ,  lSong o f  Solomon,  
1: 5-6, 5: 1 I ) .  

R e v e l a t i o n  19: 1 6  forms t h e  most v i t a l  p a r t  of t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  

e x e g e s i s *  

And h e  h a t h  o n  h i s  vesture a n d  o n  h i s  t h i g h  a name 
w r i t t e n :  KING OF K I N G S ,  a n d  L O R D  OF LORDS, 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  a b o v e ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  b i b l i c a l  p a s s a g e s  

a re  a l s o  u s e d  t y  t h e  B a s t - a f a r i a n s  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e i r  



i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  H a i l e  S e l a s s i e  a s  t h e  d i v i n e  m e s s i a h  and  a s  

t h e  p e r s o n i f i c a t i o n  o f  God: D a n i e l  3: 24-25, E z e k i a l  30, T i m o t h y  

6, R e v e l a t i o n  1 7 ,  a n d  I s a i a h  4 3  [Barre t t ,  1 9 6 8 ,  1977,  C a s h m o r e ,  

1 9 7 9 ,  H i l l ,  1 9 5 3 ,  N i c h o l a s ,  1979,  a n d  Owens, 1 9 7 6 ) .  T h e  

t r a n s l a t i o n  of t h e  E m p e r o r a s  name i n t o  E n g l i s h  a l s o  f o r m s  a  

c r u c i a l  p a r t  o f  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  e x e g e s i s .  B a s  T a f a r i ,  i n  

E n g l i s h ,  c a n  b e  t r a n s l a t e d  to  mean h e a d  c r e a t o r .  Haile S e l a s s i e ,  

when t r a n s l a t e d  i n  E n g l i s h ,  i s  the power  o f  t h e  t r i n i t y .  

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  W a s t a f a r i a n s ,  t h e  v e r y  narne o f  t h e  E m p e r o r  

i n d i c a t e s  h i s  d i v i n e  s t a t u s  [Barrett, 1977 ,  N i c h o l a s ,  1979, 

Owens, 1976)  , 

O v e r  t h e  course o f  time, b i b l i c a l  l a n g u a g e  a n d  w o r l d - v i e w  

b e c a m e  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  t o o l s  f o r  t h e  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a 

R a s t a f a r i a n  r e a l i t y ,  Wor ld  e v e n t s  a s  well a s  l o c a l  u p h e a v a l s  

t h r o u g h  t h i s  w o r l d -  v iew,  T h e  m o t i f s  o f  b l a c k  

s u p r e m a c y ,  r e p a t r i a t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  d i v i n i t y  o f  ffaile Se l a s s i e  were 

e m b r o i d e r e d  i n t o  the b i b l i c a l  t a p e s t r y  t h a t  w a s  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  

r e a l i t y .  However, a g a r t  f r o m  t h e s e  t h r e e  f u n d a m e n t a l  p r e c e p t s  of 

R a s t a f a r i a n i s m ,  v a r i a t i o n s  i n  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  e x i s t e d  e v e n  a t  

t h i s  time. T h e  root of t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  l a y  i n  

t h e  c o n t r a s t i n g  r e f  i g i o u s  b a c k  g r o u n d s  o f  H o w e l l ,  B i b b e r  t a n d  

C u n k l e y ,  T h i s  became  a ~ p a r e n t  when t h e  d i f f e r e n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  

s u c h  as t h e  K i n g  of K i n g s  H i s s i o n ,  t h e  E t h i o p i a n  C o p t i c  F a i t h ,  

a n d  t h e  E t h i o p i a n  S a l v a t i o n  S o c i e t y  c a n e  i n t c  e x i s t e n c e ,  T h e  

m a j o r  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  these e a r l y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  s t e a m e d  from the 

i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c  a p p r o a c h e s  of t h e i r  leaders. H i h b e r t ,  f o r  



e x a m p l e ,  i n f u s e d  some  o f  h i s  m a s o n i c  l e a r n i n g  i n t o  t h e  e a r l y  
c"*r+JsrU.~*ww- buvlprff'w%7W1 ~iw 

p l e c e p t s  o f  R a s t a f a r i a n i s m .  S i m i l a r l y ,  D u n k l e y  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  

d i v i n i t y  o f  Haile Selassie as  t h e  r e t u r n e d  C h r i s t  b u t  n o t  a s  t h e  

Godhead.  Even H o w e l l * s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  d i f f e r e d  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  

h i s  p r e v i o u s  r e l i g i o u s  t r a i n i n g  a n d  h i s  e x p o s u r e  t o  o t h e r  

r e l i g i o u s  g r o u p s  t h r o u g h  h i s  t r a v e l s -  I n  f a c t ,  H o w e l l  was 

p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n f l u e n c e d  by an East I n d i a n  man [ L a l o o )  who was 

h i s  c o n s t a n t  c o m p a n i o n  i n  Jamaica. T h e  e x t e n t  o f  t h i s  I n d i a n  

i n f l u e n c e  on H o w e l l  is a p p a r e n t  from h i s  t i t l e  of Gangun G u r u  

H a r a g h ,  m e a n i n g  s u p r e n e  G u r u  o r  t e a c h e r ,  wh ich  H o w e l l  t o o k  o n  a t  

h i s  ccmmune P i n n a c l e  [ H i l l ,  1983 ,  M c P h e r s o n ,  1 9 8 2 ) .  

T h e  movement first g a i n e d  i m p e t u s  i n  t h e  s l u a  areas  of 

K i n g s t o n .  T h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  r e a s o n s  f o r  t h i s  r a p i d  s p r e a d  of 

R a s t a f a r i a n i s m  i n  t h e  most e c o n o m i c a l l y  depressed area  of 

J a m a i c a .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  Ear re t t  ( l 9 6 8 ) ,  a major r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  

g r o w t h  o f  t h e  movement a t  t h i s  time was  t h e  g e n e r a l  a p a t h y  o f  

t h e  masses t o  t h e  more e s t a b l i s h e d  C h r i s t i a n  c h u r c h e s  s u c h  a s  

t h e  A n g l i c a n s  a n d  Roman C a t h o l i c s .  T h e s e  c h u r c h e s  p r i m a r i l y  

s e r v e d  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  r u l i n g  classes, a n d  thus r e p r e s e n t e d  

t h e  c o l o n i z i n g  powers, The p r i e s t s  a n d  m i n i s t e r s  were f rom 

E n g l a n d  o r  S c o t l a n d ,  a n d  c o n d u c t e d  t h e  s e r v i c e s  i n  a f a s h i o n  

w h i c h  was a l i e n  t o  t h e  b l a c k s ,  Amongst  t h e  lower classes, t h e  

m o s t  p o p u l a r  r e l i g i o u s  g r o u p s  were t h e  R e v i v a l i s t s  a n d  t h e  

D e d u a r d i t e s  ( C h e v a n n e s ,  197  1). However ,  d u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  1930's  

a n d  e a r l y  1 9 4 0 ' s  t h e  p o p u l a r i t y  o f  t h e s e  g r o u p s  waned 

c o n s i d e r a b l y ,  C h e v a n n e s  ( 1 9 7 1 )  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h i s  d e c l i n e  i n  



n u m b e r s  create? a ' p s y c h o l o g i c a l  yap '  wh ich  was t h e n  f u l f i l l e d  

b y  f i a s t a f a r i a n i s ~ .  E s s e n t i a l l y ,  t h i s  ' g a p *  r e s u l t e d  f r o m  t h e  

d i s i l l u s i o n a e n t  s u f f e r e d  by  t h e  B e d w a r d i t e s  when t h e i r  leader, 

D e d u a r d ,  failed t o  a s c e n d  t o  h e a v e n  o n  a c h a r i o t  o f  f i r e *  T h i s  

d i s e n c h a n t m e n t  r e a c h e d  a h i g h  p o i n t  w i t h  Bedward *s  u n t i m e l y  

d e a t h .  T h e  R e v i v a l i s t s  were a l s o  l o s i n g  a d h e r e n t s  a s  a f u n c t i o n  

o f  o t h e r  v a r i a b l e s ,  t h e  most n o t a b l e  b e i n g  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  

pressure e x e r t e d  o n  them b y  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t ,  wh ich  resulted i n  

a a a r k e d  d e c l i n e  of p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y  w i t h i n  t h e  g r o u p  

( C b e v a n n e s ,  1 9 7 1 ) -  

T h e  i n i t i a l  s u c c e s s  o f  t h e  movement i n  t h e  u r b a n  c e n t r e  of 

K i n g s t o n  c a n  a l s o  be u n d e r s t o o d  i n  light of t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  of 

t h e  t l acks  i n  t h i s  area,  The most i n f a m o u s  area of K i n g s t o n ,  

c o m p r i s i n g  t h e  laa jor g h e t t o  area u a s  t h e  ' D u n g l e * ,  K i t z i n g e r  

( 1 9 6 9 )  o f f e r s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h i s  area: 

The l a r g e s t  number  of Rasta known d w e l l i n g s  is 
c o n c e n t r a t e d  o n  G o v e r n m e n t  owned w a s t e l a n d ,  w h e r e  t h e  
R a s t a f a r i  a r e  s q u a t t e r s  i n  wood h o v e l s ,  t h e  s h e l l s  of 
o l d  c a r  b o d i e s ,  a n d  l e a n - t o s  c o a p o s e d  o f  a s b e s t o s ,  
c a r d b o a r d  a n  p l a n k s  f r o m  p a c k i n g  cases and c r a t e s  from 
K i n g s t o n  h a r b o u r ,  I n  K i n g s t o n ,  many Bas tas  live o n  t h e  
s i t e  o f  a f o r m e r  swaap r e c l a i m e d  b y  t i p p i n g  t h e  f i l t h  
f r o m  t h e  c i t y  r e f u s e  c a r t s  i n t o  t h e  h o l e s ,  s o  t u r n i n g  i t  
i n t o  a v a s t  a n d  m o s q u i t o - i n f e s t e d  r u b b i s h  dump, h e r e  
t h e y  h d v e  e r e c t e d  t h e i r  shacks, f o r r a i n g  wha t  looks a t  
f i r s t  s i g h t  like a mad j u n g l e  of d w e l l i n g s  - w i t h  
c h i l d r e n ,  s t a r v i n g  d o g s ,  f o u l s ,  a n d  f l i e s  s w a r m i n g  
e v e r y w h e r e ,  On t h e  F o r e s h o r e  Road a l o n e ,  a s p r a w l i n q  
shanty  t own  which h a s  a c h i e v e d  some n o t o r i e t y  n e a r  t h e  
h a r b o u r ,  a Rasta i n f o r n a n t  t o l d  ae t h a t  t h e r e  l i v e  1000 
c h i l d r e n ,  b u t  s i n c e  b i r t h s  are r a r e l y  r e g i s t e r e d ,  t h i s  
is i m p o s s i b l e  t o  c h e c k ,  ( K i t z i n g e r ,  1969:2Ul). 

T h e r e  were n o  b a s i c  a m e n i t i e s  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  V i o l e n c e  

was r i f e ,  u s u a l l y  s t e m m i n g  from domestic q u a r r e l s  a n d  from g a n g  



warfare, # h e n  a l l  a v e n u e s  t o  s o c i a l  a n d  e c o n o m i c  m o b i l i t y  a r e  

b a r r e d  t o  a p a r t i c u l a r  g r o u p  (as  t h e  b l a c k s  i n  J a m a i c a ) ,  t h e  

s u b c u l t u r e  i n  q u e s t i o n  o f t e n  a t t e m p t s  t o  create o t h e r  means  b y  

wh ich  t o  a t t a i n  s o c i a l  r e w a r d s  o r  reclaim a  sense of s t a t u s .  

P s y c h o l o g i c a l l y ,  R a s t a f a r i a n i s m  b e c a m e  a n  i r n ~ o r t a n t  s o u r c e  by 

w h i c h  r a c i a l  p r i d e  a n d  d i g n i t y  c o u l d  b e  a t t a i n e d .  Where t h e  

p h y s i c a l  s u r r o u n d i n g s  a f f o r d e d  l i t t l e  i n  t e r m s  o f  d i g n i t y  a n d  

s t a t u s ,  a f f i l i a t i o n  to  t h e  movement t h r o u g h  t h e  b e l i e f  of b e i n g  

o n e  of t h e  e l ec t  o f  God i m p u t e d  a  s e n s e  o f  s t a t u s  t o  t h e  

d e p r i v e d  (Lewis ,  4 9 5 8 ) -  I t  is n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  t h e n ,  t h a t  

R a s t a f a r i a n i s m  s p r e a d  so q u i c k l y  a m o n g s t  t h e  lower classes. 

It  is i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  note t h a t  w h i l e  a l l  t h e  p r e a c h i n g  was 

d o n e  i n  t h e  r u r a l  a reas  a r o u n d  K i n g s t o n ,  it was i n  t h e  u r b a n  

c e n t r e  t h a t  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  f a i t h  g a i n e d  momentum, a n d ,  c o n t r a r y  - 
t o  Earret tas  ( 1 9 7 7 )  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  i t  u a s  i n  t h e  g h e t t o s  t h a t  t h e  - 
d o c t r i n e  o f  R a s t a f a r i a n i s m  a c t u a l l y  b e g a n  t o  t a k e  s h a p e  

[ H c P h e r s o n ,  1 9 8 2 ,  1 9 8 3 ) -  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  i t  was i n  the g h e t t o s  t h a t  

t h e  h i g h l y  s p e c i f i c  d r u m a i n y  r i t u a l s  of t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  

e v o l v e d .  S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  w e a r i n g  d r e a d l o c k s  and  t h e  

c o n s u m p t i o n  o f  m a r i j u a n a  a l s o  o r i g i n a t e d  f r o n  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  

w h o  p o p u l a t e d  t h e  g h e t t o s ,  Even  t h e  e a r l y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  were 

l o c a t e d  i n  K i n g s t o n  ( H c P h e r s o n ,  1982, 1983).  1 ------------------ 
1 E v e r t o n  S.P. H c P h e r s o n  is t h e  o n l y  R a s t a f a r i a n  s t u d y i n g  the 
movement  from a h i s t o r i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e  a n d  e ~ p l o y i n g  a s  h i s  
m e t h o d o l o g y  t h e  u s e  o f  o r a l  t r a d i t i o n  a m o n g s t  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s .  
B e c a u s e  o f  h i s  i d e n t i t y  a s  a R a s t a f a r i a n  a n d  h i s  f l u e n t  command 
of  t h e  J a m a i c a n  creole a s  well a s  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  a r g o t ,  h e  h a s  
h e e n  a b l e  t o  g a t h e r  o r i g i n a l  da ta  w h i c h  h a s  s o  f a r  b e e n  
i n a c c e s s i b l e  t o  o t h e r  s c h o l a r s  s t u d y i n g  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  
movement. 



W h i l e  t h e  H a s t a f a r i a n  movement,  i n  i ts n a s c e n t  s t a g e s ,  

g a i n e d  p o p u l a r i t y  i n  t h e  u r b a n  a reas  of K i n g s t o n ,  b y  t h e  l a t e  

1 9 3 0 ' s  a n d  e a r l y  1 9 4 0 ' s  it h a d  s h i f t e d  i n  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  t o  t h e  

r u r a l  areas, This s h i f t  i n  l o c a t i o n  was d u e  p a r t l y  to  H o w e l l  who 

h a d  a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  c a l l e d  t h e  E t  b i o p i a n  S a l v a t i o n  S o c i e t y ,  T h e  

l a t t e r  was a f f i l i a t e d  t o  i t s  p a r e n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  

States, With  p r o c e f d s  f r o a  t h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  p r i m a r i l y  t h r o u g h  

m e m b e r s h i p  fees etc., Howel l  a c q u i r e d  a n  a b a n d o n e d  e s t a t e  i n  

S i i g o v i l l e  n e a r  t h e  h i l l s  o f  S t ,  C a t h e r i n e .  Here he  set u p  a 

corumunal t y p e  of r e l i g i o u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  c a l l e d  P i n n a c l e ,  t h e  

c h o i c e  of  a r u r a l  l o c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  commune was m o t i v a t e d  i n  p a r t  

hy t h e  p e r s e c u t i o n  s u f f e r e d  b y  t h e  3 a s t a f a r i a n s  i n  K i n g s t o n -  

T h i s  p e r s e c u t i o n  was directed o n  the b r e t h r e n  by t h e  p o l i c e  a n d  

o t h e r  a g e n t s  o f  s o c i a l  c o a t s 0 1  ( B a r r e t t ,  1958, 1977, n c P h e r s o n ,  

1982, S ~ i t h ,  A u g i e r  a n d  N e t t l e f o r d ,  1960). 

A s i d e  from ~ I o i i e l l ~ s  g r o u p  o f  B a s t a f a r i a n s ,  o t h e r  e l d e r s  o f  

t h e  aove raeu t  a l s o  moved t o  the s u r r o u n d i n g  h i l l s ,  a n d  i n t o  t h e  

i n t e r i o r  of t h e  i s l a n d .  P r i o r  t o  the s e t t i n g  u p  of P i n n a c l e ,  

Howell h a d  b e e n  i i a p r i s o n e d  a n n n b e r  of times f o r  p r e a c h i n g  

s e d i t i o n ,  I n  1933, Howell was a r r e s t e d  o n  t h e  g r o u n d s  o f  t h e  

a n t i - e s t a b l i s h m e n t  a n d  racis t  r h e t o r i c  of h i s  s p e e c h e s ,  I n  

a d d i t i o n  to  t h i s ,  Howell h a d  also b e e n  s e l l i n g  p h o t o g r a p h s  of 

Rai le  S e l a s s i e  a t  a s h i l l i n g  e a c h ,  c l a i m i n g  t h a t  t h e y  were t o  be 

t h e  F a s s ~ o r t s  t o  E t h i o ~ i a ,  He a l l e g e d  t h a t  a s h i p  would  a r r i v e  

on A u g u s t  I s t ,  1934 t o  t a k e  t h e  p e o p l e  e n  leasse t o  E t h i o p i a  



(Bar re t t ,  1977). H o w e l l  a p p a r e n t l y  s o l a  a b o u t  f i v e  t h o u s a n d  

p h o t o g r a p h s ,  w h i c h  ref lects  t h e  p o p u l a r i t y  o f  t h e  movement a t  

t h i s  s t a g e  i n  i ts h i s t o r y ,  An e x a m i n a t i o n  of H o w e l l ' s  

a r t i c u l a t i o n  o f  R a s t a f a r i a n  b e l i e f s  d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h e  g e n e r a l  

nature of t h e  b e l i e f  s y s t e m  a t  t h i s  time i n  i t s  h i s t o r y ,  Barrett  

(1977) i d e n t i f i e s  t h e  f o l l o v i n g  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  E a s t a f a r i a a i s m  a s  

c o n v e y e d  i n  H o w e l l  's s p e e c h e s .  

(1) H a t r e d  f o r  the W h i t e  race; (2 )  the complete 
s u p e r i o r i t y  of t h e  B l a c k  r a c e ;  (3) r e v e n g e  o n  t h e  W h i t e s  
f o r  t h e i r  w i c k e d n e s s ;  (4) t h e  n e g a t i o n ,  p e r s e c u t i o n  a n d  
h u m i l i a t i o n  o f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  l e g a l  b o d i e s  o f  
J a m a i c a ;  a n d  (6)  a c k n o w l e d g i n g  Haile S e l a s s i e  a s  t h e  
s u p r e m e  being a n d  o n l y  r u l e r  of t h e  B l a c k  p e o p l e .  
(1 977: 8 5 )  , 

T h i s  e x e a p l i f  ies  t h e  r e b e l l i o u s  a n d  v i o l e n t  d i r e c t i o n  t h e  

movement  was t a k i n g .  T o  some e x t e n t ,  the s e n t i m e n t s  p r e s e n t  i n  

t h e s e  p r i n c i p l e s  c a n  b e  t r a c e d  t o  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  o f  b l a c k  

c o n s c i o u s n e s s  i n  Jamaica. T h e  racia 1 p o l a r i z a t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  

b l a c k s  a n d  w h i t e s  c a n  b e  b e t t e r  u n d e r s t o o d  when p l a c e d  i n  t h e  

h i s t o r i c a l  c o n t e x t  o f  s l a v e r y  a n d  c o l o n i a l i s m ,  Jamaica d i d  n o t  

a c h i e v e  its i n d e p e n d e n c e  u n t i l  1962. A t  t h e  time o f  Howelles 

s p e e c h e s ,  E r i t i s h  d o m i n a t i o n  i n  J a i a a i c a  was q u i t e  e v i d e n t  i n  t h e  

f crm of g o v e r n m e n t a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  a n d  a p p o i n t m e n t s ,  a n d  

a ~ ~ r o p r i a t i o n  of p r i m  l a n d  by B r i t i s h  l a n d l o r d s  who were f o r  

t h e  a o s t  p a r t  a b s e n t ,  

T h e  t a s k  o f  r u n n i n g  t h e  p l a n t a t i o n s  o f  t h e s e  a b s e n t e e  l a n d  

l o r d s  was u n d e r t a k e n  b y ' t h e  o v e r s e e r s  who were o f t e n  very c r u e l  

a n d  u n b e n d i n g  t a s k m a s t e r s ,  a s  i t  was t h e i r  d u t y  t o  t u r n  out 

p r o f i t s  a n d  t h u s  e n s u r e  t h e i r  e m p l o y m e n t  ( H u r v i t z  a n d  N u r v i t z ,  



1 9 7 1 ) .  T h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  b l a c k s  i n  J a m a i c a  a r e  t h e  d e s c e n d e n t s  

o f  t h e  s l a v e s  who worked  o n  t h e s e  p l a n t a t i o n s ,  T h e  memory o f  

s l a v e r y  is s t i l l  f r e s h  i n  t h e i r  m i n d s -  T h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  

w h i t e s  w i t h  o p p r e s s i o n  c o n t i n u e s  t o  t h i s  d a y  i n  some p a r t s  of 

Jamaica- T h e  f a m o u s  R a s t a f a r i a n  c r y  - ' d e a t h  t o  a l l  b l a c k  a n d  

w h i t e  o p p r e s s o r s '  i s  a n  e c h o  of Paul B o g l e g s  a p p e a l  t o  h i s  

f e l l c u m e n  t o  r ise u p  a n d  f i g h t  t h e  w h i t e  m a s t e r s , *  

W h i l e  Howell was s e t t i n g  u p  t h e  c o m a u n i t a r i a n  b a s e d  

P i n n a c l e ,  o t h e r  d e v e l o p r a e n t s  were o c c u r r i n g  a m o n g s t  t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n s  r e s i d i n g  i n  the g h e t t o s  o f  K i n g s t o n ,  The  m o s t  

s i g n i f i c a n t  o f  t h e s e  d e v e l o p a e n t s  was t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  House  

o f  t h e  You th  B l a c k  F a i t h  by  l e a d i n g  R a s t a f a r i a n s  s u c h  a s  Ras 

B o a n e r g e s ,  P h i l l i ~  P a n h a n d l e ,  B r e d a  A r t h u r  a n d  o t h e r s ,  some o f  

whom became r e c o g n i z e d  e l d e r s  o f  t h e  movement  a t  a  l a t e r  s t a g e  

( f l c P h e r s o n ,  1980, 1983) .  T h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h i s  new 

o r g a n i z a t i o n  was i t s  later d e v e l o p m e n t  i n t o  t h e  O r d e r  of t h e  

l y a h b i n g h i ,  a n d  its major i n f l u e n c e  i n  s h a p i n g  R a s t a f a r i a n  

d o c t r i n e  a n d  p r a c t i c e s ,  I t  was t h e  H o u s e  of t h e  Youth B l a c k  

F a i t h  t h a t  was i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  f o r t a u l a t i n g  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  

p r a c t i c e  of w e a r i n g  d r e a d l o c k s ,  s p e c i f i c  d i e t a r y  laws, a n d  i n  

g e n e r a l  R a s t a f a r i a n  a t t i t u d e s  c o n c e r n i n g  the role of women, 

c o n c e p t i o n s  of d e a t h ,  ~ a r r i a g e  etc. T h o u g h  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  

p r a c t i c e s  of n e a r i n g  d r e a d l o c k s  and  t h e  s a c r a m e n t a l  u s e  o f  

m a r i j u a n a  Mere i n i t i a t e d  b y  t h e  H o u s e  of t h e  Youth  B l a c k  F a i t h ,  ------------------ 
2 P a u l  B o g l e  is a J a m a i c a n  n a t i o n a l  h e r o  who was o n e  of t h e  key 
figures i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  ? l o r a n t  Bay R e b e l l i o n  i n  1 8 6 5  when  a 
m a j o r  t e v c l t  o c c u r r e d  i n  Jamaica, ( H u r v i  t z  a n d  H u r v i t z ,  1971)- 



t h e s e  p r a c t  ices became common i n  v i r t u a l l y  a l l  R a s t a f a r i a n  

g r o u p s  a n d  communes. Even H o w e l l ' s  f o l l o w e r s  a t  P i n n a c l e  p u t  

scme of t h e s e  R a s t a f a r i a n  p r e c e p t s  i n t o  p r a c t i c e .  

P i n n a c l e ,  was  t o  soae d e g r e e ,  a ' s t a t e  w i t h i n  a s t a t e 1  

[ B a r r e t t ,  1977) .  T h e  a u t h o r  it ies were f o r  some time c o m p l e t e l y  

u n a w a r e  of its e x i s t e n c e ,  I t  uas not u n t i l  July 1941 ,  t h a t  t h e  

p o l i c e  r a i d e d  t h e  c o m a n e  a n d  a r r e s t e d  s e v e n t y  R a s t a f a r i a n s .  The 

P i n n a c l e  p u t  i n t o  p r a c t i c e  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n s  o f  R a s t a f a r i a n i s m ,  

e m b e d d i n g  t h e m  i n t o  t h e  l i f e s t y l e  o f  t h e  a d h e r e n t s .  R i t u a l s ,  

r i t es  a n d  p r a c t i c e s  d e v e l o p e d  i n  t h e  g h e t t o s  t h u s  f o u n d  f u l l  

e x ~ r e s s i o n  i n  t h e  commune, Most of Howell*s f o l l o w e r s  h a d  come 

frore t h e  g h e t t o s ,  However,  how ell*^ a d h e r e n t s ,  f o r  t h e  most 

p a r t ,  r e f r a i n e d  f r o m  t h e  t r a d i t i o n  o f  w e a r i n g  d r e a d l o c k s ,  T h e  

o n l y  ' d r e a d l o c k z e d '  R a s t a f a r i a n s  were t h e  g u a r d s  uho i d e n t i f i e d  

t h e t a s e l v e s  u i t h  E t h i o p i a n  w a r r i o r s  ( B a r r e t t ,  1 9 7 7 ) .  T h e  

B a s t a f a r i a n s ,  u n t i l  t h i s  time, h a d  j u s t  worn b e a r d s  w h i c h  s e r v e d  

t o  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  t h e m  f rom e t h e r  J a m a i c a n s ,  T h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  
w w - w ' M & w  

was l e g i t i m i z e d  by t h e  b i b 1  
l a r rac*"u-srJaanrrnaMI -XB-w11n.~  r a m "  

t h e  N a z a r e n e s  a n d  t h e  l e v i t i c a l  o r d e r s  i n  t h e  b i b l e .  A c c o r d i n g  
Z I I I C ~ ~ C C I I I * I * ~ , C ( * ~ ~ L . ~ ~ L . ~ ~ ~ L . ~ . ( I - ~  C9* i l " 4 - - " U i * i b W y W m  41, "v.w -7 

t o  Barre t t  [ 1977 ) ,  t h i s  p r a c t i c e  was a n  o f f s h o o t  o f  some 

R a s t a f a r i a n s  e r e u l a t i n g  t h e  h a i r  s t y l e s  of E a s t  A f r i c a n  t r i b e s a e n  

whose  p i c t u r e s  t h e y  h a d  come a c r o s s ,  W h i l e  t h i s  may be  , t h e  c a s e ,  

i t  seems more l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  w e a r i n g  of d e a d l o c k s  became a 

s y m b o l  of i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  by w h i c h  t h e y  

c o u l d  s e p a r a t e  t h e m s e l v e s  from t h e  m a i n s t r e a m  of J a m a i c a n  



s o c i e t y *  B o r e o v e r  d r e a d l o c k s ,  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  unkempt  

a p p e a r a n c e ,  i n c i t e d  a k e e l i n g  of d r e a d  a n d  awe a m o n g s t  t h e  l o c a l  

p e o p l e .  f o r  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s ,  t h e  d r e a d l o c k s  r e f l e c t e d  t h e  

' d r e a d  a n d  t e r r i b l e  m a j e s t y  of J a h 9  ( B c P h e r s o n ,  1982, 1983)  - 3  

P i n n a c l e  c o l l a p s e d  a f t e r  N o w e l l ' s  i m p r i s o n m e n t  w h i c h  was 

b a s e d  o n  t h e  c h a r g e s  of t h e  c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  a d a n g e r o u s  d r u g  

( m a x i  j u a n a )  , a n d  d i s o r d e r l y  c o n d u c t .  However ,  a f t e r  H o u e l l s s  

release f r o m  p r i s o n  i n  1943 ,  P i n n a c l e  resumed its e x i s t e n c e ,  

D u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  I i i b b e r t  h a d  f o r m e d  a n o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  

w h i c h  was t h e  J a a a i c a n  b r a n c h  of t h e  E t h i o p i a n  R y s t i c  Masons  

(PIcPherson ,  1980) -  I n  1954,  the f o r c e s  o f  law f i n a l l y  b r o k e  u p  

t h e  P i n n a c l e  coantune ,  ? h i s  tirrme, one h u n d r e d  a n d  s i x t y  t h r e e  

n e a b e r s  were a r r e s t e d  o n  c h a r g e s  of v i o l e n c e  a n d  t h e  c u l t i v a t i o n  

o f  a a r i  j u a n a ,  The commune was d e s t r o y e d  a n d  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  

f l o o d e d  i n t o  t h e  s l u m s  o f  K i n g s t o n ,  H o w e l l ,  by now b e l i e v i n g  

h i m s e l f  t o  b e  d i v i n e ,  u a s  c o m m i t t e d  t o  a m e n t a l  h o s p i t a l  i n  

K i n g s t o n ,  w h e r e  h e  is s a i d  t o  h a v e  s p e n t  t h e  rest o f  h i s  l i f e  

( B a r r e t t ,  1 9 7 7 ) -  

T h e  P i n n a c l e ,  w h i l e  i n  e x i s t e n c e ,  h a d  s e r v e d  s e v e r a l  v i t a l  

f u n c t i o n s ,  It h a d  c r e a t e d  a c o h e s i v e  i n g r o u p  a t m o s p h e r e  wh ich  i n  

t u r n  s u s t a i n e d  a s p e c i f i c  R a s t a f a r i a n  c u l t u r e  a n d  l i f e s t y l e ,  T h e  

P i n n a c l e ,  i n  a s e n s e ,  h a d  fos tered  t h e  d e v e l o ~ ~ e n t  o f  a 

d i s t i n c t i v e  p a t t e r n  of l i f e  b a s e d  o n  a b o d y  of b e l i e f s ,  When a 

g r o u p  i s o l a t e s  i t s e l f  a n d  i s  s u r r o u n d e d  b y  h o s t i l e  f o r c e s ,  it ------ ------------ 
3 'Jab* s t a n d s  f o r  a s h o r t e n e d  form of ' J e h o v a h *  - t h e  God of 
t h e  J u d e o - C h r i s t i a n  t r a d i t i o n ,  For t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s ,  J a h  a l s o  
r e p r e s e n t s  H a i l e  S e l a s s i e  a s  t h e  p e r s o n i f i c a t i o n  o f  God. 



w i l l  v e r y  l i k e l y  d e v e l o p  d i f f e r e n c e s  w h i c h  s e r v e  t o  a c t  a s  

d e m a r c a t i n g  b o u n d r y  l i n e s  d i f f e r e n t i a t i n g  t h e  g r o u p  f r o m  t h e  

m a i n s t r e a m  of s o c i e t y ,  T h e s e  ' c r e a t e d  d i f f e r e n c e s '  may take  many 

forms, and a m o n g s t  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n c e s  t o o k  t h e  

f o r m  o f  s p e c i f i c  r i tes a n d  r i t u a l s ,  B y  h e i g h t e n i n g  t h e s e  

d i f f e r e n c e s ,  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  were a l s o  c o n v e y i n g  t h e i r  m e s s a g e  

o f  r e b e l l i o n  a n d  p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  e s t a b l i s h e d  J a a a i c a n  s o c i e t y .  

I n  d e f i a n c e  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  n o r m s ,  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  m a i n t a i n e d  

t h e i r  l o n g  d f e a d l o c k s  a n d  t h e i r  c c n s u i a p t i o n  o f  ganja 

( m a r i j u a n a ) ,  T h e y  r e f u s e d  t o  m a r r y  i n  c h u r c h e s  a n d  d e f i e d  o t h e r  

s o c i a l  laws a n d  c o n v e n t i o n s .  I n  c o n t r a s t  t o  o t h e r  J a m a i c a n s ,  t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n s  s t r e s s e d  t h e i r  A f r i c a n  h e r i t a g e  a n d  a t t e m p t e d  t o  

e m u l a t e  i n  a l l  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e i r  l i f e ,  t h e  l i t t l e  t h e y  knew o f  

A f r i c a n  c u l t u r e ,  T h i s  was i n  d i r e c t  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  e m p h a s i s  

o n  E n g l i s h  n o r m s  a n d  c o n v e n t i o n s  wh ich  p e r m e a t e d  m a i n s t r e a m  

J a m a i c a n  s o c i e t y  [Barrett, 1968,  1977,  K i t z i n g e r ,  1959, 

f l c P h e r s o n ,  1 9 8 2 ,  1983,  a n d  S i m p s o n ,  1955a, 1955b)  , 

It was i n  t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  movement 

was b o r n ,  w i t h  t h e  e m p h a s i s  o n  b l a c k  suprenaacy ,  r a c i a l  p r i d e  a n d  

d i g n i t y ,  c o m b i n e d  u i t h  t h e  c o n c o m i t a n t  b e l i e f  i n  a b l a c k  God a n d  

t h e  r e p a t r i a t i o n  o f  a l l  b l a c k s  to t h e i r  a n c e s t r a l  h o m e l a n d ,  

R a s t a f a r i a n i s m  p r o v i d e d  o n e  v i a b l e  mechan i sm by  w h i c h  t o  restore 

t h e  b l a c k s *  identity ( N e t t l e f o r d ,  1 9 7 2 )  , To t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t ,  

t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  movement was c l e a r l y  a t h r e a t ,  T h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  

r e f u s e d  t o  c o o p e r a t e  u i t h  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  on s e v e r a l  i s s u e s  s u c h  

a s  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  c e n s u s e s ,  v o t i n g  a n d  i n  terms of t h e i r  



g e n e r a l  a t t i t u d e  o f  h o s t i l i t y  t o  s o c i e t y -  T h i s  i s  n o t  t o  s a y  

t h a t  t h e  b r e t h e r e n  were v i o l e n t  i n  a n y  u a y  o r  e n g a g e d  i n  l a r g e  

s c a l e  s u b v e r s i v e  a c t i v i t i e s ,  r a t h e r ,  i t  was t h e i r  ref n s a l  t o  

c o m p l y  w i t h  laws r e g a r d i n g  t h e  c u l t i v a t i o n  a n d  u s e  o f  m a r i j u a n a ,  

a n d  t h e i r  d e n i a l  o f  t h e i r  J a m a i c a n  c i t i z e n s h i p  t h a t  a n g e r e d  t h e  

a u t h o r i t i e s  a n d  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e i r  i n c r e a s e d  p e r s e c u t i o n ,  

I n  t h e  e a r l y  h i s t o r y  of t h e  ~ o v e a e n t ,  s e v e r a l  i m p o r t a n t  

e v e n t s  o c c n r r e d  w i t h  t h e  r e s u l t  of f o r t i f y i n g  g r o u p  s o l i d a r i t y ,  

One  o f  t h e s e  was t h e  f o r a a t i o n  o f  t h e  commune P i n n a c l e ,  T h e  

s e c o n d  was Howel l"  p r o p h e t i c  a n n o u n c e m e n t  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  d a t e  

of r e p a t r i a t i o n  ( 1 9 3 4 ) -  T h e  t h i r d  major e v e n t  w a s  t h e  1958 

U n i v e r s a l  R a s t a f a r i a n  c o n v e n t i o n ,  It t o o k  p l a c e  i n  J a m a i c a  a n d  

p r o v i d e d  a n  i m ~ e t u s  f o r  a l l  ( J a m a i c a n )  R a s t a f a r i a n s  t o  get 

t o g e t h e r  a n d  p e r f o r m  coninon rites a n d  r i t u a l s ,  n o r e  i m p o r t a n t f p ,  

t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  s p u r r e d  y e t  a n o t h e r  a t  t e m p t  t o v a r d s  r e p a t r i a t i o n .  

C l a u d i u s  H e n r y ,  a J a m a i c a n  R a s t a f a r i a n ,  p e r c e i v e d  h i m s e l f  t o  b e  

t h e  B l a c k  H o s e s  who w o u l d  l e a d  h i s  b r e t h r e n  o u t  of e x i l e  t o  t h e  

p r o m i s e d  l a n d ,  S t y l i n g  h i m s e l f  a s  t h e  R e p a i r e r  of t h e  B r e a c h ,  

H e n r y  set a b o u t  d i s t r i b u t i n g  t h o u s a n d s  o f  c a r d s  b e a r i n g  the 

f o l l o w i n g  m e s s a g e :  

P i o n e e r i n g  Israel 's s c a t t e r e d  c h i l d r e n  o f  A f r i c a n  o r i g i n  
" b a c k  home t o  A f r i c a N ,  T h i s  y e a s  1 9 5 9 ,  d e a d l i n e  O c t ,  
5 t h ;  t h i s  new g o v e r n l ~ e n t  is GodSs r i g h t i o u s  Kingdom o f  
E v e r l a s t i n g  P e a c e  o n  E a r t h .  # C r e a t i o n s  S e c o n d  B i r  t h ,  " 
H o l d e r  o f  t h i s  c e r t i f i c a t e  is r e q u e s t e d  t o  v i s i t  t h e  
h e a d q u a r t e r s  a t  18 Rosalie Avenue-. , A u g u s t  1 s t  1959 f o r  
o u r  E a a n c i p a t i o n  J u b i l e e ,  c o n m e n c i n g  9 a, m, s h a r p .  
P l e a s e  r e s e r v e  t h i s  c e r t i f i c a t e  f o r  r e m o v a l ,  No p a s s p o r t  
w i l l  be  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h o s e  r e t u r n i n g  t o  Africa etc, We 
s i n c e r e l y ,  t h e  S e v e n t h  E ~ m a n u e l j s  B r e t h r e n  g a t h e r i n g  
I s rael ' s  s c a t t e r e d  a n d  a n n o i n t e d  p r o p h e t ,  Rev. C. V. 
H e n r y ,  3.B. G i v e n  t h i s  2nd d a y  o f  H a r c h  1959, i n  the 



y e a r  of t h e  r e i g n  of h i s  I m p e r i a l  M a j e s t y ,  1 s t  E m p e r o r  
of E t h i o p i a ,  "God 's  elect", Haile S e l a s s i e ,  King of 
K i n g s  a n d ' l a r d  cf L c r d s ,  I s r a e l ' s  R e t u r n e d  M e s s i a h ,  
(Barret t ,  l 9 7 7 : 9 6 ) ,  

T h e  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h i s  ce r t i f i ca te  w a s  e n o r m o u s ,  C l a u d i u s  

Henry  was a b l e  t o  sell close to  f i f t e e n  h u n d r e d  o f  t h e s e  

c e r t i f i c a t e s ,  w h i c h  d e a o n s t r a  tes t h e  e x t e n t  t o  u h i c h  

r e p a t r i a t i o n  w a s  v i e w e d  as an i m p e n d i n g  r e a l i t y -  H u n d r e d s  o f  

p e o p l e  s o l d  t h e i r  ~ o s s e s s i o a s  a n d  c o n g r e g a t e d  a t  H e n r y ' s  

h e a d q u a r t e r s  o n  t h e  a ~ ~ o i n t e d  d a y ,  A s  i s  common w i t h  n o s t  

se If-st y l e d  p r o p h e t s ,  when p r o p h e c y  fails, a  g o p u l a  r s t r a t e g y  i s  

t o  e x t e n d  t h e  d e a d l i n e ,  C l a n d i n s  Henry a t t e m p t e d  t o  d o  t h i s ,  b u t  

when t h e  s h i p s  f a i l e d  t o  a a t e r i a l i z e ,  b r i n g i n g  t h e  i m m i n e n t  

d r e a m  of r e p a t r i a t i o n  to  a h a l t ,  Renry d e n i e d  e v e r  h a v i n g  

s u g g e s t e d  r e p a t r i a t i o n  a s  a r e a l i t y .  H e  was a p p r e h e n d e d  b y  t h e  

a u t h o r i t i e s  a n d  p e n a l i z e d  for h i s  p a r t  i n  t h e  a f f a i r  ( B a r r e t k ,  

1968, 1 9 7 7 ,  8 c P h e r s o n ,  1 9 8 0 ) -  

T h e  s i x t i e s  saw t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  movement s t r u g g l i n g  b e t w e e n  

t h e  p o l i c i e s  of c o - o p t a t i o n  a n d  c o n t a i n m e n t  i n i t i a t e d  by t h e  

g o v e r n m e n t  (A1 k u q u e r q u e ,  1976) . E s s e n t i a l 1  y,  t h e s e  p o l i c i e s  

b e g a n  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  1 9 6 0  r e p o r t  o n  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  movement 

u h i c h  was pub1 i s h e d  by t h r e e  s o c i o l o g i s t s  u n d e r  t h e  a e g i s  of t h e  

U n i v e r s i t y  C o l l e g e  of t h e  l i e s t  I n d i e s ,  U n t i l  t h e  1960*s ,  the 

R a s t a f a r i a n s  h a d  a v e r y  n e g a t i v e  p u b l i c  i lrtage i n  Jamaica, ~ o t  

o n l y  were they s t r a n g e  t o  l o o k  a t ,  b u t  t h e y  were also p e r c e i v e d  

t o  b e  v i o l e n t ,  d i r t y  and mad; a p e r c e p t i o n  s t r e n g t h e n e d  o n  t h e  

p a r t  of t h e  p u b l i c  by t h e  p u b l i c i t y  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n s 1  u s e  of m a r i j u a n a  a s  a s a c r a m e n t ,  a n d  t h e  ~ o l i t i c a l  



f i a s c c  c r e a t e d  b y  C l a u d i u s  Henry  a n d  h i s  s o n  R o n a l d  Henry. The 

l a t t e r  e v e n t  came t o  p u b l i c  a t t e n t i o n  when H e n r y  was d i s c o v e r e d  

t o  be c o n c e a l i n g  arms a n d  a t r e a s o n o u s  let ter  t o  F i d e l  C a s t r o  

i n v i t i n g  t h e  l a t t e r  t o  a s s u m e  p o l i t i c a l  p o w e r  i n  J a m a i c a ,  T h e  

s e r i o u s n e s s  of t h e  i n c i d e n t  was m a g n i f i e d  by t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  

R o n a l d  H e n r y ' s  p r e m e d i t a t e d  a t t e m p t  t o  i n i t i a t e  a c o u p  d ' e t a t  on 

t h e  i s l a n d .  A s t a t e  o f  ernergecy was d e c l a r e d  a n d  a c o n c e n t r a t e d  

s e a r c h  fo r  H e n r y  a n d  h i s  a c c o m p l i c e s  was u n d e r t a k e n ,  W i t n e s s e s  

h a d  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  R o n a l d  H e n r y  h a d  b e e n  s e e n  d r i l l i n g  a g r o u p  

o f  R a s t a t a r i a n s .  After  s e v e r a l  d a y s  o f  s e a r c h i n g ,  R o n a l d  H e a r y  

a n d  h i s  A m e r i c a n  a c c o m p l i c e s  were seized, The i ~ p a c t  of t h i s  

i n c i d e n t  l e f t  its mark o n  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t i s  s u b s e q u e n t  t r e a t m e n t  

o f  t h e  B a s t a f a r i a n s ,  Moreove r ,  t h e  a o v e a e n t  s u f f e r e d  p e r s e c u t i o n  

fruiu t h e  p u b l i c  a n d  t h e  m e d i a  [Barrett, 1977 ,  C h e v a n n e s ,  1 9 7 1 ) .  

I n  order  t o  c o u n t e r  t h e i r  n e g a t i v e  image ,  t h e  l e a d i n g  

b r e t h r e n  of t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  movefuent a p p r o a c h e d  t h e  t h e n  h e a d  of 

t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  C o l l e g e  of t h e  Pest I n d i e s ,  a n d  r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  a 

s t u d y  of t h e  m v e a e n t  b e  u n d e r t a k e n  s o  as  t o  e n l i g h t e n  t h e  

p u b l i c  on t h e  t r u e  n a t u r e  o t  i t s  bel ief  system a n d  its 

l i f e s t y l e ,  T h r e e  s o c i o l o g i s t s ,  f l ,  G, S m i t h ,  R. A u g i e r ,  and R. 

N e t t l e f o r d  were a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  t a s k ,  T h e i r  r e s e a r c h  c u l a i n a t e d  

i n  a  s h o r t  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  g o v e r n s e a t  a n d  t h e  peop4.e o f  Jamaica. 

T h e  r e p o r t  ( l 9 6 O ) ,  w h i c h  was a l s o  p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  J a m a i c a n  

n e w s p a p e r  t h e  ,Il,a&&y Gleaner, o u t l i n e d  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  

movement a n d  its r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f  systete, T h e  r e p o r t  also wade 

s e v e r a l  r e c o n t s e n d a t i o n s  t o  t h e  g o v e r n a e n t  r e q u e s t i n g  t h a t  more 



c i v i l i z e d  l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s  a n d  b a s i c  a n i e n i t i e s  be  made a v a i l a b l e  

t o  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s -  T h e  o v e r a l l  i m p a c t  o f  t h i s  r e p o r t  was a 

p o s i t i v e  one. It o p e n e d  t h e  p u b l i c y s  e y e s  t o  t h e  t r u e  n a t u r e  a n d  

p l i g h t  of  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s ,  T h e  r e p o r t  a l s o  a d v o c a t e d  i t nmmedia t e  

m e a s u r e s  o n  the p a r t  o f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  t o  i n q u i r e  i n t o  the 

p o s s i b i l i t i e s  of  r e p a t r i a t i o n  ( S m i t h ,  A u g i e r  a n d  N e t t l e f o r d ,  

196Of,  

T h e  r e p o r t  p r o v i d e d  t h e  i m p e t u s  t o  s e n d  a ~ i s s i o n  to  

B f r i c a ,  The c o m p o s i t i o n  of d e l e g a t e s  i n  t h i s  f i r s t  m i s s i o n  

i n c l u d e d  b o t h  o f f i c i a l  members  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  g s v e r a m e n t  and 

l e a d i n g  R a s t a f a r i a n s ,  This m i s s i o n  l e f t  f o r  Africa i n  1961 a n d  

v i s i t e d  s e v e r a l  A f r i c a n  c o u n t r i e s  i n c l u d i n g  E t h i o p i a .  

A l b u q u e r q u e  (1977) h a s  a n a l y z e d  t h e  p o l i t i c s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h i s  

m i s s i o n .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  him, t h e  a t i s s i o n  was s u p p o r t e d  by the 

g o v e r n a e n t  f o r  two m a j o r  r e a s o n s ,  f i r s t l y ,  it s e r v e d  t o  create 

d i s s e n s i o n  i n  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  communi t p .  b y  c r e a t i n g  cortlpe t i t i o n  

a m o n g s t  t h e  b r e t h r e n  a s  t o  w h i c h  of t h e m  s h o u l d  b e  s e l e c t e d .  

S e c o n d l y ,  t h e  m i s s i o n  i n  o n e  s e n s e  f o r c e d  the R a s t a f a r i a n s  t o  

c o l a p r o m i s e  r e p a t r i a t i . c n  e n  masse f o r  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  a n d  

m i g r a t i o n ,  S e v e r a l  R a s t a f a r i a n  g r o u p s  v o i c e d  t h e i r  

d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  o v e r  t h i s  i s s u e ,  c l a i ~ i a g  i n  the f i r s t  i n s t a n c e  

t h a t  the t aovenen t  had  o n l y  o n e  l e a d e r  - Baile S e l a s s i e ,  who when 

t h e  r i g h t  t i a e  came w o u l d  s e n d  ( for  them. F u r t h e r ,  the 

R a s t a f a r i a n s  of solile l e a d i n g  groups s u c h  a s  C h r u c h  T r i u a p f i a n t  - 
a m i l i t a n t  araa o f  t h e  Youth  B l a c k  F a i t h ,  r e a l i z e d  the u n d e r l y i n g  

p l o y  of  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  i n  t r y i n g  t o  c o n t a i n  t h e  m v e n e n t  by 



i n t r o d u c i n g  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  m e a s u r e s  w i t h i n  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  

cc ramun i ty  ( M c P h e r s o n ,  1983). 

T h e  o t h e r  m a j o r  e v e n t  v h i c h  a l s o  s e r v e d  t o  create a s e n s e  

of n n i t y  a m o n g s t  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  was t h e  E m p e r o r a s  v i s i t  t o  

Jamaica i n  1966. T h i s  s t a t e  v i s i t  d r e w  t h r o n g s  of R a s t a f a r i a n s  

f r o m  a l l  Farts  of t h e  i s l a n d ,  T h e  e v e n t  was a m e m o r a b l e  o n e  f o r  

a l l  R a s t a f a r i a n s ,  They  came i n  g r e a t  n u m b e r s  w i t h  t h e i r  

E t h i o p i a n  f l a g s  and o t h e r  ~ a s t a f  a r i a n  p a r a p h e r n a l i a  a n d  s e t t l e d  

t h e m s e l v e s  o n  t h e  a i r s t r i p ,  It was a r a i n y  day w i t h  c l o u d s  h e a v y  

i n  t h e  s k y .  However ,  a s  s o o n  a s  t h e  p l a n e  l a n d e d ,  t h e  s u n  

s u d d e n l y  s h o n e ,  T o  the R a s t a f a r i a n s ,  t h i s  was y e t  a n o t h e r  s i g n  

o f  Baile S e l a s s i e * ~  d i v i n i t y .  A l l  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  r u s h e d  

t o w a r d s  t h e  p l a n e  b r e a k i n g  s e c u r i t y  l i n e s  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s ,  T h e r e  

was s u c h  a c o i a m o t i c n  n e a r  t h e  p l a n e  t h a t  t h e  E m p e r o r  h i m s e l f ,  

h a v i n g  s t e p p e d  o u t  m o m e n t a r i l y ,  p r o m p t l y  w i t h d r e w  a n d  d i d  n o t  

e m e r g e  f r o m  t h e  p l a n e  f o r  a n o t h e r  h a l f  h o a r ,  I n  t h e  m e a n t i m e ,  

o f f i c i a l s  r e c r u i t e d  a n  i n f l u e n t i a l  R a s t a f a r i a n ,  Plortifao P l a n n o ,  

who q u i e t e n e d  down the mob, a l l o w i n g  t h e  E m p e r o r  t o  b e  l e d  a v a y ,  

I n  t h e  c o u r s e  of t h e  e i s p e r o r ' s  v i s i t ,  many l e a d i n g  R a s t a f a r i a n s  

were i n v i t e d  t o  b a n q u e t s  a n d  o t h e r  o f f i c i a l  f u n c t i o n s ,  a n d  were 

g i v e n  t i a e  a n d  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  c o n v e r s e  with t h e  E a p e r o r  

( B a r r e t t ,  1 9 6 8 ,  1 9 7 7 ,  E s t a f a r ?  S p e a k s ,  1983: 10) .  

A c c o r d i n g  t o  Barret t  11977)  , the E m p e r o r ' s  v i s i t  i n i t i a t e d  

a p r o c e s s  of r o u t i n i z a t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  movement. This was 

a n c h o r e d  i n  t h e  c h a n g e  of a t t i t u d e  e x p e r i e n c e d  by t h e  members  

a f t e r  t h e  E m p e f c r g s  v i s i t ,  ? h e  b r e t h r e n  claim t h a t  Hai le  



S e l a s s i e  i n s t r u c t e d  t h e m  t o  f i r s t  l i b e r a t e  t h e  b l a c k s  i n  

J a s a i c a ,  a n d  t h e n  t o  s e e k  r e p a t r i a t i o n ,  T h u s ,  t h e  motto c h a n g e d  

f r o m  t h a t  o f  r e p a t r i a t i o n ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  M a r c u s  G a r v e y ' s  c r y  
.---- 

*A_f_.aca-foc - - t h e  Africans, a t  home a n d  a b r o a d * ,  t o  t h a t  c f  

e r e p a t r i a t i o n * ,  T h i s  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  s h i f t  

o n  w h e r e  t h e  

c o n s c i o u s n  

e x t e n t ,  t h i s  h a s  h a ~ p e n e d  i n  Jara ica  p r i m a r i l y  w t h  t h e  g r o w t h  o f  

t h e  movement a m o n g s t  m i d d l e - c l a s s  u n i v e r s i t y  s t u d e n t s ,  Yet, t h e  

d r e a m  of r e p a t r i a t i o n  c o n t i n u e s  t o  e x i s t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  
I 

m i n d s  o f  t h e  e l d e r s  ( A l b u q u e r q u e ,  1977). 

S i n c e  t h e  1961 g o v e r n ~ e n t  s p o n s o r e d  a i s s i o n  t o  A f r i c a ,  many 

o t h e r  m i s s i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  s e n t  from Jaltlaica t o  v a r i o u s  A f r i c a n  

c o u n t r i e s .  However ,  t h e  m e a b e r s h i p  of t h e  d e l e g a t i o n s  h a s  

v a r i e d ,  Y h i l e  raost  of t h e s e  m i s s i o n s  h a v e  i n c l u d e d  one or more 

m e ~ b e r s  f r o m  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  o t h e r  i t i i s s i o n s  

which h a v e  b e e n  c o m p r i s e d  e x c l u s i v e l y  o f  R a s t a f a r i a n s  a n d  b e e n  

f u n d e d  by i n d i v i d u a l  nastaf a r i a n s .  T h e s e  h a v e  f o r n e d  t h e  

u n o f f i c i a l  a t t e m p t s  o n  t h e  p a r t  of the R a s t a f a r i a n  c o m m u n i t y  t o  

e x a m i n e  t h e  f e a s i b i l i t y  of r e p a t r i a t i o n ,  The f i n d i n g s  of most o f  

t h e s e  l a i s s i o n s  r e f l e c t  o n  t h e  p o t e n t i a l .  p r o b l e m s  i n v o l v e d  i n  

l a r g e  sca le  r e p a t r i a t i o n  o f  J a m a i c a n s  t o  v a r i o u s  p a r t s  of 

A f r i c a .  T h e  ma jar p r o b l e m s  are  f i r s t l y ,  the lack o f  a d e q u a t e  

f i n a n c i a l  f u n d i n g  t c  t r a n s p o r t  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  t o  Africa. Some 



R a s t a f a r i a n  g r o u p s  are a c t i v e l y  l o b b y i n g  t h e  J a m a i c a n  

g o v e r n m e n t ,  a n d  o t h e r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  b o d i e s  s u c h  a s  t h e  YJnited 

N a t i o n s ,  f o r  f i n a n c i a l  r e s o u r c e s  t o  f u n d  r e p a t r i a t i o n ,  They  b a s e  

t h e i r  d e m a n d s  o n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  were f o r c i b l y  b r o u g h t  t o  

J a m a i c a  d u r i n g  t h e  s l a v e  t r a d e ,  a n d  s h o u l d  t h e r e f o r e  be  

r e p a t r i a t e d  o n  h u m a n i t a r i a n  g r o u n d s .  

Yet, a s i d e  f r o m  t h i s  p r o b l e m  o f  f u n d i n g ,  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  

r e p a t r i a t i o n  a l s o  h i n g e s  o n  t h e  A f r i c a n  c o u n t r i e s  r e c e p t i o n  o f  

t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s ,  S e v e r a l  A f r i c a n  o f f i c i a l s  v i s i t i n g  J a ~ a i c a ,  

h a v e  made i t  clear t o  the R a s t a f a r i a n s  t h a t  t h e i r  c c u n t  ries 

r e q u i r e  s k i l l e d  a n d  e d u c a t e d  p e r s c n s ,  T h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s ,  by and 

l a r g e ,  are u n s k i l l e d  a n d  s e m i - e d u c a t e d .  Hence ,  t h e i r  c h a n c e s  f o r  

r e p a t r i a t i o n ,  t h r o u g h  s u c h  o f f i c i a l  c h a n n e l s  a s  i m m i g r a t i o n ,  

r e m a i n s  v e r y  s l i g h t ,  However ,  t h e  more m i l i t a n t  a n d  r e l i g i o u s  

g r o u p s  w i t h i n  t h e  moveaen t  reject a n y  n o t i o n  of t h i s  t y p e  o f  

r e p a t r i a t i o n  t h r o u g h  o f f i c i a l  c h a n n e l s ,  T h e i r  c o n c e p t  of 

r e p a t r i a t i o n  is  c e n t r e d  e n t i r e l y  o n  a m e s s i a n i c  v i s i o n  o f  Haile 

S e l a s s i e  a s  coming t o  l o a d  h i s  J a m a i c a n  c h i l d r e n  o u t  of b o n d a g e  

t o  Z i o n  ( A l b u q u e r q u e ,  197, PfcPherson ,  1983)  , T h i s  ref i g i o u s  a r a  

of t h e  rtlovement e v e n  rejects t h e  a t t i t u d e  o f  ' l i b e r a t i o n  b e f o r e  

r e p a t r i a t i o n i ,  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  e x t r a c t  f r o m  a n  i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  a 

l e a d i n g  e l d e r  o f  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  c o m m u n i t y  i n  Jamaica, d e p i c t s  

t h i s  r e l i g i o u s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of r e p a t r i a t i o n .  T h e  i n t e r v i e w e r ,  

a #r. Hugh M o r r i s o n ,  is q u e s t i o n i n g  Bas B o a n e r g e s  a b o u t  t h e  

l a t t e r ' s  m e e t i n g s  w i t h  v i s i t i n g  A f r i c a n s  i n  Jamaica, 

M o r r i s o n :  *,,,Now h a v e  you been  a b l e  t o  speak t o  many 
A f r i c a n s ? '  



Boa: ' N o t  a b r o a d ,  i n  Jamaica.' 
Harrison: 'You h a v e  met t h e m ?  (Yes) C a n  y o u  t e l l  me t h e  
names  o f  t h o s e  you h a v e  ~ e t ? '  
Boa: ' O h - ,  . t h e y  a l l  a r e  ca l led  Ras T a f a r i ' ,  
H o r r i s o n :  'Oh y e s ,  Yes, , , B u t  what  a b o u t  t h o s e  who come 
just two w e e k s ,  t h r e e  weeks ,  a  month,  f rom Africa? We 
h a v e  v i s i t o r s  a l l  t h e  time f r o m  A f r i c a ,  Do you e v e r  go 
a n d  t a l k  w i t h  them?:  
Boa: 'No. (Why?) F o r  t h e r e  is many d i p l o r a a t  w i t h i n  t h e  
w o r l d ,  
E l o r r i s o n :  'And you b e l i e v e  t h a t  a n  A f r i c a n  i f  h e  came  t o  
Jamaica m i ~ h t  n o t  he a good  A f r i c a n ? '  
Boa: '1 w o u l d  a l s o  b r i n g  you b a c k  t o  r e m e m b r a n c e  of w h a t  
h a p p e n e d  j u s t  a c o u p l e  of n i g h t s  ago.,. s o a e u h e r e  l a s t  
week, One b r o t h e r  by t h e  name o f  K ing  came here,' 
M o r r i s o n :  'You mean h e  came f rola Ghana,  
Boa: And h e  s p o k e  a t  t h e  l i b r a r y  u p  by  Tom Redcam 
Avenue,  And I h a v e  b e a r d  h i s  w o r d i c a l  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  h e  
g a v e  u n t o  t h e  p e o p l e  and i t  w a s t n t  a c c e p t a b l e  u n t o  
I*, ( N o t e  t h e  f ifst p e r s o n )  . 
H o r r i s o n :  "hy w a s n ' t  i t  a c c e p t a b l e ? '  
Boa: 'for h e  s p o k e  of a n  i m m i g r a n t ,  a n d  we d o e s  n o t  d e a l  
upon i m a i g r a n t s ,  We d e a l  upon r e p a t r i a t i o n ,  we d e a l  upon  
t h e  Ransom o f  I s r a e l  by moral laws o f  a l m i g h t y  God, 
H o r r i s a n :  ' S o  b e c a u s e  h e  t a l k e d  a b o u t  i m m i g r a n t s  you  a r e  
n o t  w i l l i n g ?  S u p p o s e  h e  were t o  o f f e r  you  a p l a c e  i n  
Ghana ,  you  w o u l d a n t  t a k e  i t  b e c a u s e  h e  used t h e  wrong  
word? '  
Boa: ' I f  h e  were o f  IBY  lace i n  Africa, h e  w o u l d  s p e a k  
a s  an A f r i c a n ,  b u t  h e  s ~ e a k  a s  a  t r a i t o r  o f  I s r a e l 1 .  
( B a r r e t t ,  1968: 1 3 9 ) -  

F o r  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s ,  t h e  bel ief  i n  r e p a t r i a t i o n  is a l s o  . 

f u e l l e d  b y  t h e  k n o w l e d g e  of t h e  E m p e r o r ' s  l a n d  g r a n t  of f i v e  

h u n d r e d  acres t o  t h e  p e o p l e  of t h e  West who a i d e d  E t h i o p i a  i a  

h e r  t r y i n g  p e r i o d  w i t h  t h e  I t a l i a n  i n v a s i o n .  4 T h e i r  b e l i e f  i n  

r e p a t r i a t i o n  i s  a l s o  s t r e n g t h e n e d  by  t h e  v e r b a l  r e p o r t  o f  o n e  

----------------- 
* T h i s  l a n d  g r a n t  was  a l so  a s a i l a b f e  t o  t h e  b l a c k s  i n  J a m a i c a  
who were a f f i l i a t e d  w i t h  t h o  E t h i o p i a n  Wor ld  F e d e r a t i o n  l o c a l s ,  
One  o f  t h e  f o u n d i n g  members  o f  R a s t a f a r i a n i s m ,  P a u l  Ear l i n g t o n  
was i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  s e t t i n g  u p  a b r a n c h  o f  t h e  E t h i o p i a n  W o r l d  
F e d e r a t i o n  i n  Jaaa ica  i n  f 9 38, W h i l e  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i t s e l f  was 
a f f i l i a t e d  t o  its F a r e n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  t h e  
R a s t a f a r i a n s  c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of its m e m b e r s h i p  i n  
J a m a i c a ,  a n d  also p e r m e a t e d  EUP f u n c t i o n s  a n d  m e e t i n g s  w i t h  
t h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r  r h e t o r i c  a n d  s t y l e  (Cashmore ,  1 9 7 9 ) -  



R a s t a f a r i a n ,  who was a n e n b e r  i n  t h e  1 9 6 1  m i s s i o n  w h i c h  a l s o  

v i s i t e d  E t h i o p i a .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  Ras D o u g l a s  !lack, t h e  E m p e r o r  

s e n t  t h e  f o l l o u i n g  m e s s a g e  to  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  i n  Jamaica: 

T e l l  t h e  B r e t h r e n  b e  n o t  d i s m a y e d ,  I p e r s o n a l l y  w i l l  
g i v e  my a s s i s t a n c e  i n  the matter of t h e i r  r e p a t r i a t i o n ,  
I w a n t  n o t  o n l y  men b u t  women a n d  c h i l d r e n ,  I d o  n o t  
w a n t  you  t o  s u f f e r  a n y  d i f f i c u l t i e s .  It w i l l  t a k e  s o m e  
time f o r  c a ~ e f u l  s t u d y  o r  p l a n n i n g ,  ( B a r r e t t ,  1968: 139). 

T h e  E a p e r o r s s  r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  B a s t a f a r i a n s  r e m a i n s  

a m b i g u o u s  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  a n d  r e s e a r c h e r s  of t h e  m o v e a e n t ,  W h i l e  

Haile Se l a s s i e  n e v e r  p u b l i c l y  a n n o u n c e d  h i s  d i v i n i t y ,  h e  h a s  

a l s o  n e v e r  d e n i e d  t h e  d i v i n e  s t a t n s  a t t r i b u t e d  to  him b y  t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n s .  However ,  t h e  E t h i o p i a n  O r t h o d o x  C h u r c h  e l i te  i n  

Jamaica a n d  E n g l a n d ,  h a v e  c o n s t a n t l y  w a r n e d  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  

a g a i n s t  i n t e r p r e t a t i n g  t h e  role of the Emperor  i n  t h i s  B a n n e r  

[Cashlaore ,  1974,  H c P h e r s o n ,  1 9 8 3 ) .  T h e r e  is o n l y  o n e  a c c o u n t  of 

t h e  E m p e r o r ' s  i n d i r e c t  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  the d i v i n e  s t a t u s  

a t t r i b u t e d  t o  him b y  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s ,  a n d  e v e n  t h i s  r e m a i n s  a  

d u b i o u s  s o u r c e  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  T h i s  a c c o u n t  was p u b l i s h e d  i n  a 

s t u d e n t  n e w s p a p e r  w h i c h  f e a t u r e d  a n  a c c o u n t  o f  Haile S e l a s s i e * ~  

v i s i t  t o  J a m a i c a .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  a u t h o r  of t h i s  a r t i c l e ,  t h e  

E m p e r o r  is r e p u t e d  t o  h a v e  s a i d  t h a t  most o f  t h e  p e o p l e  p r e s e n t  

a t  t h e  o f f i c i a l  r e c e p t i o n  were u n a w a r e  of h i s  t r u e  i d e n t i t y  a n d  

s t a t u s  { N c P h e r s o n ,  1982) .  

The l a t e  f i f t i e s  and t h e  d e c a d e  of t h e  s i x t i e s  were a 

p e r i o d  of i n c r e a s i n g  p u b l i c i t y  a n d  r e c o g n i t i o n  of t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n s ,  P r i o r  t o  t h e  1960 r e p o r t ,  o n l y  t w o  studies o f  the 

movemen t were a v a i l a b l e  t o  r e s e a r c h e r s ,  However ,  t h e  1960  r e p o r t  



g e n e r a t e d  a number  of o t h e r  s t u d i e s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  v a r i o u s  a s p e c t s  

o f  t h e  n o v e a e n t .  T h e  i n c r e a s i n g  number  of  p u b l i s h e d  s t u d i e s  o f  

t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  movement s e r v e d  t o  c h a n g e  t h e  p u b l i c ' s  i m a g e  o f  

t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s .  From t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  t h e  

movement  was p o t e n  t i a l l y  d a n g e r o u s  e s p e c i a f l y  i f  m o b i l i z e d  b y  a 

r e v o l u t i o n a r y  e t h i c  a n d  l e a d e r ,  As a r e s u l t ,  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  made 

s e v e r a l  a t t e m p t s  t o  c o - o p t  t h e  movement b y  i n v i t i n g  b r e t h r e n  t o  

p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  o f f i c i a l  f u n c t i o n s  s u c h  a s  the Ewperorls state 

v i s i t ,  The g o v e r n s e n t  a l s o  a t t e m p t e d  t o  p r o v i d e  c h e a p  h o u s i n g  

a n d  o t h e r  a m e n i t i e s  t o  t h e  b r e t h r e n .  

R a s t a f a r i a n  a r t ,  m u s i c ,  d a n c e  and g e n e r a l  l i f e s t y l e  were 

i n c r e a s i n g l y  b r o u g h t  t o  p u b l i c  a t t e n t i o n ,  T h e  D a i l y  G l e a n e r  , 
Jamaica's l e a a i n g  n e w s p a p e r ,  a l so  p r i n t e d  a v a r i e t y  of a r t ic les  

d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  movement,  i n c l u d i n g  a s e r i a l i z e d  v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  

1960 r e p o r t .  P e t  t h e  movement c o n t i n u e d  t o  b e  p e r s e c u t e d  b y  t h e  

a u t h o r i t i e s ,  Xnf o r a e r s  were p r e s e n t  i n  most  of the R a s t a f a r i a n  

c a m p s  a n d  m e e t i n g s .  'Back  O * W a l l g ,  o n e  o f  t h e  p r i m a r y  g a t h e r i n g  

a r ea s  of t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  and a l s o  a g h e t t o ,  was t o t a l l y  

d e s t r o y e d  i n  1965 t h r o u g h  g o p e r a t i o n  S h a n t y t o w n *  (Barrett ,  1 9 6 8 ,  

p e r s o n a l  c o r a ~ i t u n i c a t i o n ,  Jamaica, J u l y ,  1 9 8 3 ) -  T h i s  was' a 

r e t a l i a t o r y  a c t i o n  on  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  g o v e r a a e n t ,  C o u n t  less 

o t h e r  i n c i d e n t s  have b e e n  n o t e d  w h e r e  b r e t h r e n  h a v e  s u f f e r e d  

h u a r i l i a t i o n  by  h a v i n g  t h e i r  l o c k s  f o r c i b l y  c u t  by  t h e  p c l i c e ,  o r  

by being a r r e s t e d  on ' t r u r n ~ e d  u p *  c h a r g e s  o f  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  

m a r i j u a n a  [Barrett, 1968, ElcPherson ,  1 9 8 3 ,  W h i t e ,  1 9 8 3 ) .  To  some 

d f g r e e ,  t h i s  t y p e  of  p e r s e c u t i o n  is s t i l l  i n  e f f e c t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  



f o r  R a s t a f a r i a n  c h i l d r e n  v h o  suffer t h e  s a m e  h u m i l i a t i n g  

t r e a t m e n t  i n  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  ( B a r r e t t ,  1 9 7 7 ,  R c P h e r s o n ,  1 9 8 3 )  , 

Yet, t h e  a a s t a f a r i a n  movement  c o n t i n u e s  t o  grow a n d  e x p a n d  

within J a m a i c a  a n d  i n  o t h e r  p a r t s  of t h e  C a r i b b e a n ,  Bar re t t ' s  

(1 977) est imate of t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  m e m b e r s h i p  i n  J a m a i c a  n a r r o w s  

t h e  f i g u r e  t o  s e v e n t y  t h o u s a n d ,  T h i s  i n c l u d e s  s y m p a t h i z e r s  a s  

we1 1, H o r e  r e c e n t  estimates claim t h a t  o n e  o u t  of every t e a  

J a m a i c a n s  e s p o u s e s  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  f a i t h ,  Since t h e  t o t a l  

p o p u l a t i o n  o f  J a m a i c a  is 2.2 m i l l i o n ,  t h e  number  of R a s t a f a r i a n s  

o n  the b a s i s  o f  t h i s  estimate is  q u i t e  l a r g e  ( a p p r o x i m a t e l y  

2 2 0 , 0 0 0 )  (HcPherson, 1983). I t  is d i f f i c u l t  t o  assess a c c u r a t e l y  

the s i z e  of t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  p o p u l a t i o n  g i v e n  t h a t  mos t  

R a s t a f a r i a n s  r e f u s e  t o  answer c e n s u s  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  o r  other 

o f f i c i a l  ~ o p u l a t i o n  m e a s u r e s e n t  d e v i c e s .  

-------------I--- 

5 Sister P s s  l e c t u r e  a t  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  R a s t a f a r i a n  c o n g r e s s  
m e e t i n g ,  u n i v e r s i t y  of t h e  West f n d i e s ,  Jamaica, J u l p ,  1983, 
a l s o  r a i s e d  t h i s  i s s u e ,  The  s o l u t i o n  o f f e r e d  u a s  t o  b u i l d  a 
s c h o o l  f o r  R a s t a f a r i a n  c h i l d r e n  wh ich  would have a  c u r r i c u l u a  
t h a t  c o n t a i n e d  A f r i c a n  o r i e n t e d  material .  However ,  the major 
p r o b l e m  is f u n d i n g ,  



T h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  b e l i e f  s y s t e m  r e v o l v e s  a r o u n d  f o u r  ma in  

t e n e t s .  T h e  b a s i c  b e l i e f  is i n  t h e  d i v i n i t y  o f  Hai le  S e l a s s i e ,  

The  f o l l o w i n g  a c c o u n t  of t h e  b e l i e f  s y s t e n t  r e v e a l s  t h e s e  f o u r  

m a i n  p r e c e p t s ,  I t  is w r i t t e n  by  a R a s t a f a r i a n  i n t e l l e c t u a l  i n  

the p a r t i c u l a r  l i n g u i s t i c  s t y l e  o f  t h e  movement,  J a b u l a n i  T a f a r i  

begins w i t h  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a s s e r t i o n :  

D e s p i t e  a n y  r e a l  o r  a p p a r e a t  v a r i a t i o n s ,  1 a n d  I h e l d  a 
number of p r e c e p t s  i n  ccmaon ,  
( a )  T h e  c o n v i c t i o n  of h e a r t  a n d  m i n d  t h a t  H e g n s - P r e s t e r  
S e f a s s i e  1 is C h r i s t  I n c a r n a t e  i n  h i s  K i n g l y  c h a r a c t e r  
a n d  t h a t  i n  t h i s  B i b l i c a l  D i s p e n s a t i o n ,  t h e  A l a i g h t j !  
S p i r i t  of  J e h o v a h - E l o h i m ,  t h e  E t e r n a l  One, is f i rs t  a n d  
f o r e m o s t  e x ~ r e s s e d  t h r o u g h  B.1. M., K ing  of D a v i d ' s  
Greater S o n ,  J a n h o i  t h e  L i o n  of J u d a h ,  
(b) T k a t  t h e  A f r i c a n  P e o p l e s  t o  b e  f o u n d  i n  t h e  B e s t e r n  
H e m i s p h e r e  a r e  t h e  r e - i n c a r n a t i o n  a n d  d e s c e n d e n t s  of  the 
o r i g i n a l  R e b r e  w Israelites who were a l r e a d y  r a c i a l 1  y 
m i x e d  w i t h  J e b u s i t e s ,  Z e ~ a r i t e s ,  A m o r i t e s ,  E lami tes ,  
C u s h i  tes a n d  N u b i a n  E g y p t i a n s ,  b e f o r e  being w i d e l y  
d i s p e r s e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  A f r i c a n  I n t e r i o r  a f t e r  t h e  d e a t h  
b y  C r u c i f i x i o n  and R e s u r r e c t i o n  t o  e v e r l i v i n g  l i f e  of 
t h e  C h r i s t e d  Mazarite Redeemer f r o n  Gali lee almost two 
t h o u s a n d  y e a r s  a g o ,  
(c) T h a t  C o n t i n e n t a l  E t h i o p i a  ( A f r i c a  i n  G e n e r a l )  a n d ,  
i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  taodern-day p o l i t i c a l  E t h i o p i a  ( f o r m e r l y  
A b y s s i n i a ) ,  is p a r t  of t h e  d i v i n e  h e r i t a g e  of African 
d e s c e n d a n t s  t h e  w o ~ l d  o v e r ,  who, if s o  d e s i r o u s ,  s h o u l d  
be r e - p a t r i a t e d  t o  t h e  P l o t h e r l a n d ,  w h e r e  t h e l r  f a t h e r s  
l o v e d  t o  be. And, 
(d)  T h a t  J a m a i c a  a n d  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  West I n d i e s  a r e  p a r t  
o f  a W h i t e  w e s t e r n  C i v i l i z a t i o n  o f  c o r r u p t i o n ,  v h i c h  
t h r o u g h  t h e  s o o n  t o  r e s u r r e c t e d  E u r o p e a n - b a s e d  h o l y  
Roman E ~ t p i r e ,  r e p r e s e a t s  t h e  i n i q u i t o u s  PIystery, R a h y l o n  
of a n t i q u i t y  a n d  p r o m o t e s  i ts d e c a d e n t  d e  v i l - d e v i s e d  
d o c t r i n e  t o  t h e  d e t r i m e n t  o f  d e l u d e d  nankind a n d  which  
s i n f u l  S h i t s t e m  [ s y s t e m )  w i l l  t h e r e f o r e  be  d e s t r o y e d  i n  
a p r e d e s t i n a t e d  a p o c a l y ~ t i c  j u d g e m e n t  o f  volcanic 
e r u p t i o n s ,  e a r t h - q u a k e s ,  l i g h t n i n g  b o l t s ,  b r i m s t o n e ,  
m o l t e n  l a v a ,  t h u n d e r ,  p l a g u e s ,  h u r r i c a n e s ,  d r o u g h t ,  
f a m i n e ,  t i d a l  waves ,  h a i l  a n d  h e a t  waves,., i n  short, b y  



w h a t  c o u l d  be  d e s c r i b e d  a s  a s u p e ~ n a t u r a l l y  c o n t r o l l e d  
e c o l o g i c a l  b a c k l a s h ,  (1980: 2)  

This p a s s a g e  c l e a r l y  a r t i cu la t e s  t h e  c o r e  b e l i e f s  o f  t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n s ,  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  it e l a b o r a t e s  o n  t h e i r  p e r c e ~ t i o n  of 

Haile Selass ie  a s  n o t  o n l y  C h r i s t  i n c a r n a t e  b u t  t h e  d i v i n e  God 

Hiwse l f .  I t  is c l e a r  from t h e  a b o v e  p a s s a g e  t h a t  t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n s  a l s o  b e l i e v e  i n  a n  e t h i c  of r e i n c a r n a t i o n  w h i c h  

a l l o w s  them t o  claim t h a t  t h e y  a r e  t h e  I s real i tes  of o l d ,  a n d  

t h a t  t h e y  a re  t h e  sons of God, p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  w o r l d  since t h e  

b e g i n n i n g  of  c r e a t i o n ,  I t  i s  a p p a r e n t  f roe  t h e  abdve  a c c o u n t  

t h a t  t h e  E a s t a f a r i a n s  v i e w  W e s t e r n  c i v i l i z a t i o n  a n d  a l l  its 

i n s t i  t u t i o c s  a s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  B a b y l o n ,  t h e  b i b l i c a l  g v h o r e l  

s y m b o l i z i n g  c o r r u p t i o n ,  d e c a d e n c e  a n d  e v i l ,  T h i s  b e l i e f  

perti iea tes t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d s  t h e  s t a t e ,  a n d  

t o w a r d s  a11 o u t s i d e r s  i n  g e n e r a  1, C a s h m o r e  (1979) h a s  c a p t u r e d  

t h i s  a t t i t u d e  i n  h i s  c o n c e p t  o f  ' B a b y l o n i a n  c o n s ~ i r a c y *  which  

t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  p r o j e c t  o n  t h e  u o r l d ,  a n d  t h r o u g h  which t h e y  

p e s c e i v e  t h e  w i d e r  w o r l d ,  

T h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  f i r m l y  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  forces of B a b y l o n  

[ t h e  w e s t e r n  w o r l d )  w i l l  s u f f e r  i m m i n e n t  d e f e a t  a n d  d e s t r u c t i o n  

i n  t h e  f i n a l  j u d g m e n t  of God, T h i s  belief i n  the f i n a l  

A p o c a l y p s e  is l e g i t i m a t e d  b y  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  m i l l e n n i a 1  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  cf t h e  k i b l e ,  However,  t h e  w o r d i n g  of t h i s  

p r o p h e c y  d i f f e r s  a m o n g s t  the d i f f e r e n t  R a s t a f a r i a n s ,  I n  t h e  case 

of the a b o v e  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  a u t h o r  h a s  c o u c h e d  t h i s  

a p o c a l y p t i c  v i s i o n  i n  u n d o u b t e d l y  m d e r n  terms, i.e. a s  a n  

' e c o l o g i c a l  b a c k l a s h ' ,  t h e r e b y  r e f l e c t i n g  h i s  i n t e l l e c t u a l  



o r i e n t a t i o n  a n d  t h e  a u d i e n c e  h e  is  w r i t i n g  for. However ,  t h e  

l e v e l  o f  a r t i c u l a t i o n  a n d  the d e p t h  o f  k n o w l e d g e  r e f l e c t e d  i n  

t h e  p a s s a g e ,  i s  n o t  uncommon i n  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  communi ty .  I n  

f a c t ,  o u t  o f  t h e  t o t a l  J a m a i c a n  p o p u l a t i o n ,  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  a r e  

r e c o g n i z e d  a s  b e i n g  t h e  most well i n f o r e d ,  and a s  h a v i n g  a 

s o u n d  k n o w l e d g e  of w o r l d  p o l i t i c s  a n d  h i s t o r y .  A s i d e  f r o m  t h i s ,  

t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  i n  Jamica a r e  a l s o  known a s  b e i n g  h i g h l y  

a r t i c u l a t e  ( B a r r e t t ,  1977, N e t t l e f o r d ,  1972,  Tawney, 1979). 

nost of t h e  k n o w l e d g e  a c q u i r e d  b y  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s ,  

r e g a r d i n g  t h e i r  r e l i g i o u s  beliefs,  is p a s s e d  o n  t h r o u g h  o r a l  

t r a d i t i o n  ( B c P h e r s o n ,  1982, 1983). i i oweve r ,  a p a r t  f r o @  t h i s  

s o u r c e  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  t h e  b i b l e  fores t h e  s e c o n d  v i t a l  s o u r c e  

of know l e d g e  a l s o n g s t  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s .  B o t h  t h e  new and  o l d  

t e s t a m e n t s  of  t h e  C i b l e  are u s e d  by t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s .  ? los t ,  i f  

n o t  a l l ,  R a s t a f a r i a n  p r a c t i c e s  a r e  l e g i t i m a t e d  by s p e c i f i c  

b i b l i c a l  i n  j u n c t i o n s ,  F o r  e x a a a ~ l e ,  t h e  practice of growing t h e i r  

h a i r  i n t o  d r e a d l o c k s  is b a s e d  o n  t h e i r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  

N a z a r e n e  vow. D ie t a ry  laws are a l s o  s u p ~ o r t e d  b y  v a r i o u s  

p a s s a g e s  f r o m  t h e  k i b l e .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  ten p o i n t  moral c o d e  

f o r m u l a t e d  by Ras Sam Brown h i g h l i g h t s  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n  be l i e f  s y s t e m  a n d  its e x p r e s s i o n  i n  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  

e v e r y d a y  l i v i n g ,  o r  wha t  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  term t h e i r  '1 i v i t  y*. 

1, O e  s t r o n g l y  o b j e c t  t o  s h a r p  i m p l e m e n t s  u s e d  i n  t h e  
d e s e c r a t i o n  o f  t h e  f i g u r e  of Wan; e.g.  t r i m m i n g  and 
s h a v i n g ,  f a t t o o i a g  of skin, a n d  c u t t i n g  of f l e s h ,  2. We 
are b a s i c a l l y  v e g e t a r i a n s ,  i uak ing  s c a n t  u s e  of c e r t a i n  
a n i m a l  f l e s h ,  o u t l a w i n g  t h e  u s e  o f  s w i n e a s  f l e s h  i n  a n y  
f o r @ ,  shell f i s h e s ,  scale-less f i s h e s ,  s n a i l s  etc, 3. We 
w o r s h i p  a n d  o b s e r v e  no  o t h e r  God b u t  P a s t a f a r i  o u t l a w i n g  
a l l  o t h e r  f o r m s  o f  P a g a n  worship y e t  r e s p e c t i n g  a l l  



b e l i e v e r s -  4. We l o v e  a n d  r e s p e c t  t h e  b r o t h e r h o o d  o f  
mank ind ,  y e t  o u r  f i r s t  l o v e  is t o  t h e  s o n s  o f  Ham, 5 ,  We 
d i s a p p r o v e  a n d  a b h o r  u t t e r l y  h a t e ,  j e a l o u s y ,  e n v y ,  
d e c e i t ,  g u i l e ,  t r e a c h e r y  etc. 6 ,  We d o  n o t  a g r e e  t o  t h e  
r l e a s u r e s  o f  p r e s e n t  d a y  s o c i e t y  a n d  i t s  modern  e v i l s ,  
7 ,  We a r e  avowed  t o  c r e a t e  a world of one b r o t h e r h o o d -  
8, Our d u t y  is t o  e x t e n d  t h e  hand  of c h a r i t y  t o  any  
b r o t h e r  i n  d i s t r e s s ,  f i r s t l y  f o r  h e  i s  o f  t h e  
R a s t a f a r i a n  f a i t h ,  s e c o n d l y ,  t o  a n y  h u a a n ,  a n i m a l s ,  
p l a n t s  etc,  9, We d o  a d h e r e  t o  t h e  a n c i e n t  laws o f  
E t h i o p i a ,  10,  Thou s h a l l  g i v e  n o  t h o u g h t  t o  t h e  a i d ,  
t i t les ,  a n d  p o s s e s s i o n  t h a t  t h e  enemy  i n  h i s  fear  may 
s e e k  t o  b e s t o w  on you;  r e s o l u t i o n  t o  y o u r  p u r p o s e  i s  t h e  
l o v e  oE R a s t a f a r i ,  [Barret t ,  1977:156)  

A s  h a s  b e e n  n o t e d  b e f o r e ,  t h e  b i b l e  is h i g h l y  r e v e r e d  

a m o n g s t  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s ,  In f a c t ,  o n e  o f  t h e  reost  comraon 

R a s t a f a r i a n  r i t u a l s  i n v o l v e s  r e a d i n g  a c h a p t e r  o f  t h e  b i b l e  

e v e r y d a y ,  The v e r s i o n  most commonly r e a d  is t h a t  o f  K i n g  James .  

T h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  claim, h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  K i n g  James d i s t o r t e d  t h e  

t r u e  c o n t e n t  of t h e  b i b l e  p a r t l y  b e c a u s e  of h i s  i n a b i l i t y  t o  

t r a n s l a t e  t h e  A m h a r i c  E t h i o p i a n  t e x t  a c c u r a t e l y ,  a n d  a l s o  a s  a 

d e l i b e r a t e  p l o y  t o  p e r p e t u a t e  t h e  s u p p r e s s i o n  a n d  o p p r e s s i o n  o f  

t h e  b l a c k  race. So, a l t h o u g h  t h e  b i b l e  is r e a d  a n d  v e n e r a t e d ,  

t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  o n l y  c h o o s e  t o  r e a d  t h o s e  p a s s a g e s  t h a t  t h e y  

* i n t u i t i v e f y '  f e e l  a re  correct, C l e a r l y ,  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  o n l y  

r ead  t h o s e  p a s s a g e s  t h a t  l e a d  s u p p o r t  and  c r e d e n c e  to  t h e i r  

r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f s ,  T h i s  is a p ~ a r e n t  vhen o n e  e x a r a i n e s  t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n  e x e g e s i s  i n  d e t a i l ,  T o  a l a r g e  e x t e n t ,  t h e  King 

James v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  b i b l e  is t h e  most w i d e l y  r e a d  b e c a u s e  o f  

i ts r e a d y  a v a i l a b i l i t y ,  a n d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  is i n  E n g l i s h .  The 
1 

R a s t a f a r i a n s  w o u l d  p r e f e r  t o  r e a d  t h e  E t h i o p i a n  b i b l e  w h i c h  is 

w r i t t e n  i n  Amhar ic .  As a r e s u l t ,  s e v e r a l  b r e t h r e n  a re  i n  the 

p r o c e s s  o f  l e a r n i n g  t h e  A m h a r i c  l a n g u a g e  ( B a r r e t t ,  1 9 7 7 ) -  Some 



Amhar i c  w o r d s  a r e  a l r e a d y  d i s c e r n i b l e  i n  R a s t a f a r i a n  p r a y e r s .  

However ,  w i d e s p r e a d  u s e  o f  t h i s  l a n g u a g e  i s  a t  p r e s e n t  - 
n o n - e x i s t e n t ,  e x c e p t  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e s  o f  t h e  E t h i o p i a n  O r t h o d o x  

C h u r c h .  T h i s  l a n g u a g e  ba r r i e r  h a s  been ove rcome ,  somewha t ,  b y  

t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of an E n g l i s h  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  t h e  

E t h i o p i a n  t e x t  - t h e  Kebra N e g a s t ,  Access t o  t h i s  material  h a s  

w i d e n e d  t h e  t h e o l o g i c a l  f r a m e w o r k  of t h e  m v e m e n t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  

s i n c e  t h e  K e b r a  N e y a s t  p r o v i d e s  a n  i n v a l u a b l e  a c c o n n t  of t h e  

n r e e t i n g  b e t w e e n  Solomcn a n d  S b e b a ,  a nd t h e  s u b s e q u e n t  t r a n s f e r  

o f  the Ark of t h e  C o v e n a n t  f roa  I s r a e l  t o  E t h i o p i a .  T h i s  

p a r t i c u l a r  b i b l i c a l  a c c o u n t  is of p a r t i c u l a r  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n s ,  s i n c e  it is b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  E m p e r o r ' s  l i n e  of 

d e s c e n t  o r i g i n a t e s  f r o @  t h e  h i s t o r i c  m e e t i n g  b e t w e e n  So lomon  a n d  

Sheba. 

T h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  u s e  o f  b i b l i c a l  t e x t s  d i f f e r s  from t h e i r  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  by o t h e r  g r o u p s ,  W h i l e  t h e y  p a y  p a r t i c u l a r  

a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h o s e  F a s s s a g e s  t h a t  d i r e c t l y  v a l i d a t e  t h e i r  b e l i e f  

i n  the E m p e r o r  B a i l e  S e l a s s i e ,  o t h e r  p a s s a g e s  are a l s o  g i v e n  

s y m b o l i c  m e a n i n g  w h i c h  t h e n  a l lows  f o r  t h e i r  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n t o  a 

s p e c i f i c  R a s t a f a r i a n  c o s m o l o g y .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e  myth o f  

c r e a t i o n  is i n t e r p r e t a t e d  i n  a s p e c i f i c  s e n s e  by the 

R a s t a f a r i a n s ,  A c c o r d i n g  t o  I i i c f i o l a s S s  /1979)  a c c o u n t ,  t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n s  believe t h a t  c r e a t i o n  o r i g i n a t e d  w i t h  t h e  b l a c k  

race, S i n c e  God is hlack a n d  s i n c e  H e  c r e a t e d  man i n  H i s  own 

image ,  it o n l y  f o l l o w s  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  man t o  inhabit t h e  e a r t h  

w o u l d  be a b l a c k  man, B l a c k  woraan was c r e a t e d  s i r e u l t a n e o u s l y  



with h e r  male c o u n t e r p a r t ,  a n d  a s  h i s  ' e q u a l * ,  God commanded 

t h i s  p a i r  t o  b e  f r u i t f u l  a n d  m u l t i p l y  t o  r e p l e n i s h  t h e  e a r t h .  

T h e  c r e a t i o n  of Adam a n d  E v e  ( p r o g e n i t o r s  o f  t h e  w h i t e  race) is  

s a i d  t o  h a v e  o c c u r r e d  a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  c r e a t i o n ,  i,e, a f t e r  t h e  

b l a c k  race. However ,  Adam a n d  Eve were n o t  g i v e n  l i c e n s e  t o  

p r o c r e a t e  w h i c h  t h e y  n e v e r t h e l e s s  d i d ,  a n d  s o  f e l l  f r o m  G o d r s  

g r a c e .  Adam a n d  E v e  h a d  beers c r e a t e d  for t h e  s o l e  p u r p o s e  of 

t i l l i n g  t h e  l a n d ,  It is clear f r o m  t h i s  a c c o u n t  t h a t  the 

R a s t a f a r i a n s  b e l i e v e  i n  t h e  s u p e r i o r i t y  of t h e  b l a c k  race a s  is 

a p p a r e n t  f r o m  t h e  r e v e r s a l  of r o l e s  a n d  p o w e r  p s i t i o n s .  

However ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h i s  a c c o u n t ,  t h e  b l a c k  r a c e  a l s o  t e l l  

f r o m  God's g r a c e  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  e m u l a t i n g  t h e  white race's e v i l  

ways, Hence ,  t h e  w h i t e  a a n ' s  c i v i l i z a t i o n  s y l a b o l i z e s ,  t o  t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n s ,  e v i l  a n d  c o r r u p t i o n ,  a n d  is t h e r e f  o r e  l a b e l l e d  by 

t h e m  a s  a E a b y l o n a ,  The root  o f  t h e  term ' B a b y l o n *  a n d  i t s  

n e g a t i v e  c c n n o t a t i o n s  a r e  d e r i v e d  f r o m  B e v e l a t i o n  17: 1- 5 which 

g i v e s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d e s c r i p t i o n :  

And t h e r e  came o n e  of t h e  s e v e n  a n g e l s  which  h a d  t h e  
s e v e n  v i a l s ,  a n d  t a l k e d  w i t h  iae, s a y i n g  unto rtte, Come 
h i t h e r ;  I w i l l  s h o w  u n t o  thee the j u d g m e n t  o f  t h e  g r e a t  
whore  t h a t  s i t t e t h  u p o n  many waters: W i t h  vhom t h e  k i n g s  
of t h e  e a r t h  h a v e  c o m m i t t e d  f o r n i c a t i o n ,  and  t h e  
i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  t h e  e a r t h  h a v e  b e e n  made d r u n k  w i t h  t h e  
w i n e  of h e r  f o r n i c a t i o n .  So h e  c a r r i e d  me a w a y  i n  s p i r i t  
i n t o  t h e  w i l d e r n e s s :  a n d  1 saw a woman sit upon a 
scarlet c o l o u r e d  beast, f u l l  of names of b l a s p h e m y ,  
h a v i n g  s e v e n  h e a d s  a n d  t e n  h o r n s ,  And t h e  u o n a n  w a s  
a r r a y e d  i n  p u r p l e  a n d  scarlet c o l o u r ,  a n d  d e c k e d  w i t h  
g o l d  a n d  p r e c i o u s  s t o n e s  a n d  pear ls ,  h a v i n g  a g o l d e n  c u p  
i n  h e r  h a n d  f u l l  of a b o m i n a t i o n s  a n d  f i l t h i n e s s  of  h e r  
f o r n i c a t i o n s :  And upon h e r  f o r e h e a d  wasa nartte w r i t t e n ,  
M y s t e r y ,  B a b y l c n  t h e  Great, t h e  n o t h e r  o f  Harlots a n d  
A b o m i n a t i o n s  o f  t h e  e a r t h .  



It  is i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  a l t h o u g h  the R a s t a f a r i a n s  

claim t h a t  women a r e  * t h e o l o g i c a l l y '  e q u a l  t o  men, t h e y  still 

p e r c e i v e  t h e  form o f  B a b y l o n  a s  a woman - a woman who r e p r e s e n t s  

e v i l ,  c o r r u p t i o n ,  s e x u a l  p r o m i s c u i t y  a n d  f i l t h .  T h i s  p e r c e p t i o n  

of women, s t e m m i n g  f r o m  t h e i r  r o l e  i n  t h e  b i b l e ,  h a s  i n f l u e n c e d  

t h e  g e n e r  a 1  R a s t a f a f i a n  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d s  t h e i r  women [Roue, 

1380) .  

The  R a s t a f a r i a n s  e x t e n d  t h i s  b i b l i c a l  concept of Babylon t o  

d e s c r i b e  t h e  c o r r u ~ t i o n  a n d  e v i l  o f  t h e  W e s t e r n  w o r l d .  

P r i m a r i l y ,  B a b y l o n  refers t o  t h e  major i n s t i t u t i o n s  and 

W e l t a n s c h a u u n g  of t h e  W e s t e r n  w o r l d ,  T h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  claim t h a t  

B a b y l o n ,  t h r o u g h  a l l  t h e s e  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  s e e k s  t o  p e r p e t u a t e  t h e  

suppression a n d  oppression o f  the b l a c k  race. @ B a b y l o n *  i n  t u r n  

i s  t h r e a t e n e d  b y  t h e  t e a c h i n g s  o f  the R a s t a f a r i a n s  who p o i n t  the 

masses t o  the r i g h t  p a t h  a n d  to  t h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  of H a i l e  

Se l a s s i e  a s  t h e  d i v i n e  i n c a r n a t i o n  o f  C h r i s t .  T h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  

a l s o  e q u a t e  B a b y l o n  w i t h  t h e  Roman E m p i r e ,  Hence ,  j u s t  as  t h e  

Romans p e r s e c u t e d  t h e  C h r i s t i a n s  fo r  t h e i r  be l ief  i n  J e s u s ,  s o  

t h e  p r e s e n t  d a y  Eomans p e r s e c u t e  the R a s t a f a r i a n s  f o r  t h e i r  

b e l i e f  i n  Hail e Selassie, T h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  m a s o n s  a s  to why 

t h e  Uest is e q u a t e d  w i t h  t h e  Roman Empi re .  One of the major 

r e a s o n s  i s  d u e  t o  t h e  l o c a l i z a t i o n  o f  p o w e r  i n  t h e  Hest, O v e n s  

(1976) presents t h e  f o l l o v i n g  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  W a s t a f a r i a n  

p e r c e p t i o n  of t h e  West a s  t h e  Boman s y s t e m :  

Roae, a s  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  p r e s e n c e  of S a b y l o n l s  Fower, is 
c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e  t h e  c e n t s e  of the w e s t e r n  w o r l d ,  n o t  s o  
a u c h  a s  a l o c a l i t y ,  b u t  a s  a  s y s t e m  of t h o u g h t  a n d  
b e h a v i o u r  - the R a s t a s  s p e a k  o f t e n  of t h e  ' R o ~ a n  s y s t e m 1  



o r  t h e  g C e d s e r  s y s t e m ' .  ~on ie  is  t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  of t h e  
c h u r c h - s t a t e  c o a l i t i o n  w h i c h  h a s  e x e r c i s e d  d o m i n i o n  o v e r  
mank ind  f o r  t h e  f a s t  t u o  a i l l e n i a .  I t  i s  n o  a c c i d e n t ,  i n  
t h e  b r e t h r e n ' s  v i ew,  t h a t  t h e  P o p e  r e s i d e s  i n  Rome a n d  
h e a d s  h i s  c t u r c h  Prom t h e r e .  F u r t h e r ,  i t  is n o  a c c i d e n t  
t h a t  t h e  E u r o p e a n  Common m a r k e t ,  t h a t  u n i o n  o f  t h e  most 
a g g r e s s i v e  i m p e r i a l i s t  n a t i o n s ,  was c o n s t i t u t e d  b y  t h e  
T r e a t y  o f  Rome, Mot s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  c o n t r o l l i n g  a l l  o f  
t h e  w h i t e  n a t i o n s ,  Rome e n d e a v o u r s  t o  m a i n t a i n  its r u l e  
o v e r  t h e  w h o l e  w o r l d ,  t h u s  r u n n i n g  d i r e c t l y  c o u n t e r  t o  
S e l a s s i e ' s  claims o f  s o v e r e i g n t y .  (Owens, 1976: 71) .  

T h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s ,  a l so  claim t h a t  t h e  Roman s y s t e m  a t t e n p t s  

t o  l u r e  t h e  w o r l d  i n t o  s i n  a n d  c o r r u p t i o n ,  T h e  * B o m a n s l ,  

a c c o r d i g  t o  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s ,  a b l i s h e d  t h e  o l d  e c o n o m i c  s y s t e m  

of b a r t e r i n g ,  a n d  r e p l a c e d  i t  w i t h  a m o n e t a r y  s y s t e m  which 

h e l p e d  t o  p e r p e t u a t e  t h e i r  power. F l o r e o v e r ,  t h e  Romans* a l s o  

a d v o c a t e  a  b e l i e f  i n  d e a t h  a n d  i d o l  w o r s h i p p i n g  by  s t r e s s i n g  t h e  

c r u c i f i x i o n  a n d  d e a t h  o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t  (Owens, 1976) -  T h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n  b e l i e f  s y s t e m ,  i n  c o n t r a s t ,  e m p h a s i z e s  l i f e  a n d  t h e  

d i v i n i t y  o f  Hai le  Selassie .  

R e v e r t i n g  t o  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of c r e a t i o n ,  

t h e r e  is a n  a l t e r n a t e  a c c o u n t  of t h e  c r e a t i o n  iayth o f f e r e d  ir? . 

C h e v a n n e s e s  (1971)  t r e a t m e n t  of t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s ,  A c c o r d i n g  t o  

t h i s  a c c o u n t ,  k l a c k  men were t h e  s o n s  o f  God, T h e y  f e l l  from 

G o d ' s  g r a c e  b y  m i x i n g  w i t h  t h e  d a u g h t e r s  o f  men [ t h e  w h i t e  

race), B e c a u s e  o f  t h i s  t r a n s g r e s s i o n ,  t h e  b l a c k s  h a v e  h a d  t o  

s u f f e r  t h r o u g h  t h e  a c t s  o f  t h e  w h i t e  race, f o r  e x a m p l e  t h e  s l a v e  

t r a d e ,  f l oweve r ,  now - t h a t  t h e  b l a c k s  h a v e  a t o n e d  for t h e i r  s i n s ,  

t h e  t i a e  h a s  come f o r  t hem t o  b e  r e p a t r i a t e d  a n d  r e i g n  o v e r  t h e  

e a r t h  o n c e  Bore ,  T h i s  v e r s i o n  i n c o r p o r a t e s  t h e  same t h e m e s  a s  

N i c h o l a s * ~  a c c o u n t ,  b u t  p l a c e s  Bore e m p h a s i s  o n  t h e  s u p e r i o r i t y  

o f  t h e  b l a c k  race by l i n k i n g  i t ,  t h r o u g h  a p a t r i a r c h a l  



r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  t o  God t h e  f a t h e r .  T h e r e  a r e  a number  of o t h e r  

v a r i a t i o n s  w h i c h  d i f f e r  o n l y  s l i g h t l y  from t h e s e  two main  o n e s ,  
I 

Some R a s t a f a r i a n s  e s p o u s e  t h e  m y t h  o f  c r e a t i o n  a s  i t  is s t a t e d  

i n  t h e  b i b l e  (Rowe, 1980) .  

A n  i n t e r e s t i n g  a s p e c t  of t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  l i f e s t y l e  w h i c h  is 

d e r i v e d  f r o m  t h i s  a c c o u n t  of c r e a t i o n  is a  b e l i e f  i n  f o r n i c a t i o n  

a s  constituting a m a j o r  s i n ,  A c c o r d i n g  t o  o n e  R a s t a f a r i a n ,  

f o r n i c a t i o n  d o e s  n o t  j u s t  m a n  e n g a g i n g  i n  s e x u a l  i n t e r c o u r s e ,  

b u t  r a t h e r ,  a s  h a v i n g  s e x u a l  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  a p e r s o n  f r o m  a 

d i f f e r e n t  r a c e , *  This d i r e c t l y  i m p l i e s  t h a t  a n y  k i n d  of 

e x o g a m o u s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  is c o n s i d e r e d  to  b e  s i n f u l .  T h e  r e a s o n  

u n d e r l y i n g  s u c h  a n  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  is r o o t e d  i n  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  

b e l i e f  i n  t h e  s u p e r i o r i t y  of t h e  b l a c k  race. 

From b o t h  a c c o u n t s  o f  c r e a t i c n ,  i t  c a n  b e  s e e n  t h a t  t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n s  v i e w  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  of ' s u f f e r a t i o n '  a s  r e s u l t i n g  

f r o m  a p r e v i o u s  t r a n s g r e s s i o n ,  The f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  now 

a t o n e d  for  t h e i r  s i n s  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  d i a s p o r a  a n d  t h e  s u b s e q u e n t  

s u f f e r i n g  t h e y  h a v e  e x p e r i e n c e d ,  c o m b i n e d  w i t h  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  

t h e y  h a v e  now come t o  a ' R a s t a f a r i a n  c o n s c i o u s n e s s ~  o f  t h e i r  

s u p r e m a c y ,  a n d  their a c k n o w l e d g e a e n t  of Hai le  Selass ie  a s  t h e  

i n c a r n a t i o n  of C h r i s t ,  l e a d  t o  t h e i r  c o n v i c t i o n  of  t h e  

i n e r r i t a b i  l i t y  of r e p a t r i a t i o n .  However ,  t h e  fac t  t h a t  

s e p a t r i a t i o n  h a s  n o t  o c c n r r e d ,  a l t h o u g h  it r e l a a i n s  a n  i m p e n d i n g  

r e a l i t y ,  h a s  s t i m u l a t e d  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  t o  p o s i t  a c u ~ b e r  of 

6 P e r s o n a l  c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  R a s  B o a n e r g e s ,  e l d e r  o f  t h e  O r d e r  
of t h e  N y a f i b i n y h i ,  J a m a i c a ,  J u l y ,  1983, 



r e a s o n s  wh ich  a c c o u n t  f o r  t h i s  n o n - f u l f i l l m e n t  of p r o p h e c y ,  T h e  

mos t  s i g n i f i c a n t  f a c t o r  d e l a y i n g  r e p a t r i a t i o n  i s  t h e  * t r i c k e r y a  

o f  t h e  w h i t e  race i n  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  p e r p e t u a t e  t h e  o p p r e s s i o n  o f  

t h e  b l a c k  race. T h e  R a s t a t a r i a n s  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t a s  

u n v i ~ l i n y n e s s  t o  a l l o w  t o t a l  r e p a t r i a t i o n  a t  its own e x p e n s e  d u e  

t o  t h e  c h e a p  l a b o u r  p o o l  t h e  b l a c k s  form. A n o t h e r  r e a s o n  

a d d u c e d  ,dedls with t h e  none  t a r y  t r a n s a c t i o n  t h a t  o c c u r r e d  

b e t w e e n  t h e  E n g l i s h  g o v e r n l a e n t  a n d  t h e  p l a n t o c r a c y  a t  t h e  time 

o f  E m a n c i p a t i o n ,  A p p a r e n t l y ,  20 ,000 ,000  p o u n d s  Mere g i v e n  b y  t h e  

B r i t i s h  g o v e r n m e n t  t o  t h e  p l a n t o c r a c y  i n  Jamaica to e a s e  t h e i r  

l a h o u r  s h o r t a g e  r e s u l t i n g  from E m a n c i p a t i o n ,  T h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  

b e l i e v e ,  t h a t  o u t  o f  t h i s  SUB, 14.25  illi ion p o u n d s  were d o n a t e d  

f o r  t h e  c a u s e  o f  r e p a t r i a t i o n  of b l a c k s  t o  Africa [ S m i t h ,  A u g i e r  

a n d  N e t t l e f o r d ,  1960). 

However ,  w i t h i n  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  c o m m u n i t y  i n  Jamaica, 

s e v e r a l  d i f f e r e n t  i n t e r ~ r e t a t i o n s  e x i s t  r e g a r d i n g  the n a t u r e  o f  

r e p a t r i a t i o n ,  T h e r e  a re  s e v e r a l  g r o u p s  t h a t  c o n t i n u a l l y  l o b b y  

t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  s e e k i n g  r e p a t r i a t i o n  t h r o u g h  m i g r a t i o n  f uaded b y  

t h e  J a m a i c a n  g o v e r a a e n t ,  There a re  o t h e r  g r o u p s  t h a t  e s F o u s e  a 

m e s s i a n i c  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  r e p a t r i a t i o n ,  T h e s e  g r o u p s  a r g n e  

t h a t  m i g r a t i o n  is a n  i n d i v i d u a l l y  o r i e n t e d  p r o c e s s  a n d  r e q u i r e s  

t h e  a i d  o f  t h e  s t a t e ,  f l e p a t r i a t i o n ,  a s  p e r c e i v e d  by t h e s e  

g r o u p s ,  mnst  t r a n s f e r  p e o p l e  e n  masse, a n d  c a n  only b e  

i n s t i t u t e d  by d i v i n e  f i a t ,  

F o r  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s ,  h e a v e n  is i n  t h i s  w o r l d  i n  t h e  f o r m  

ol: E t h i o p i a  w h i c h  is f o r  t hem Zion.  R e p a t r i a t i o n  t o  E t h i o p i a  



t h e n  becoa te s  o f  p r i m a r y  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  them, R e p a t r i a t i o n  is a n  

i m p e n d i n g  r e a l i t y  which w i l l  c c c u t  i n  t h i s  l i f e ,  T h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  

v i s i o n  of t h e  ' m i l l e n n i u m  a s  b e i n g  t h i s  w o r l d l y  a n d  i m m i n e n t  is 

c l o s e l y  l i n k e d  w i t h  t h e i r  c o n c e p t  o f  l i f e  a n d  d e a t h .  

T h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  b e l i e v e  i n  e v e r l a s t i n g  l i f e .  D e a t h  o n l y  

o c c u r s  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  t r a n s g r e s s i n g  d i v i n e  laws, a n d  t h e r e b y  

s t r a y i n g  f rom t h e  p a t h  of r i g h t e o u s n e s s ,  T h u s ,  t h e r e  is n o  

t h c u g h t  g i v e n  t o  t h e  c o n c e p t  of h e a v e n  o r  life a f t e r  d e a t h ,  So, 

e v e n  t h o u g h  they r e c o g n i z e  d e a t k ,  t h e y  claim t h a t  d e a t h  o n l y  

t o u c h e s  a  R a s t a f a r i a n  i f  h e / s h e  h a s  not l e d  a t r u e  l i f e ,  o r  i f  

the f o r c e s  of B a b y l o n  h a v e  c o n s p i r e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  

[Owens, 1 9 7 6 ) .  Most R a s t a f a r i a n s  do  n o t  a t t e n d  f u n e r a l s ,  s i n c e  

t h e y  b e l i e v e  t h a t  ' o n l y  t h e  d e a d  b u r y  the d e a d * ,  I n  a s e n s e ,  

d e a t h  r e p r e s e n t s  p o l l u t i o n  e s p e c i a l 1  y s i n c e  it r e s u l t s  f rom 

u n c l e a n  l i v i n g  o r  v u l n e r a b i l i t y  t o  e x t e r n a l  Fowers ,  I t  c a n  be 

a r g u e d  t h a t  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  a t t i t u d e  t o  d e a t h  is a m o t i v a t i n g  

f a c t o r  i n  t h e i r  a d h e r e n c e  t o  a s tr ict  v e g e t a r i a n  d i e t .  

C o n t r a r y  t o  m o s t  o t h e r  r e l i g i o u s  g r o u p s  i n  J a m a i c a ,  s u c h  a s  

t h e  R e v i v a l i s t s ,  Cumina,  Obeah,  Hyal, etc,, who b e l i e v e  i n  

* d u p p i e s 8  o r  g h o s t s ,  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  reject a n y  i d e a  o f  t h e  

d e a d  h a v i n g  s p i r i t s  wh ich  c o u l d  be i n v o k e d  a n d  used b y  p e r s o n s  

f ami l i a r  w i t h  t h e  o c c u l t  (S impson ,  1955a ,  1955b, w h i t e ,  1 9 8 3 ) .  

R a t h e r ,  the R a s t a f a r i a n s  h a v e  a s p e c i f i c  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  

r e i n c a r n a t i o n  w h i c h  s e r v e s  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  t h e  f a t e  o f  t h e  s p i r i t  

a f t e r  p h y s i c a l  d e a t h  - w h i c h  o c c u r s  o n l y  i f  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  

f a i l e d  t o  l i v e  u p  t o  t h e  i d e a l  l i f e s t y l e  o r  was d e l i b e r a t e l y  p u t  



t o  d e a t h .  The f o l l o w i n g  e x t r a c t  ref lects  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  

c o n c e p t i o n  o f  d e a t h ,  
\ 

Death , .  ..is a b o v e  a l l  the wages of s i n ,  t h e  d e s t r u c t i v e  
power  w h i c h  w i l l  a n n i h i l a t e  t h o s e  who f i g h t  a g a i n s t  t h e  
f o r c e s  o f  l i k e .  T h o s e  who h a v e  f a i t h f u l l y  s e r v e d  Jah 
w i l l  s u c c e e d  i n  f i n d i n g  e v e r - l i v i n g  l i f e ,  b u t  t h o s e  who 
f a i l  i n  t h e i r  s e r v i c e s  w i l l  f a d e  a w a y  i n t o  t h e  
f o r g e t f u l n e s s  of d e a t h .  (Owens, 1976: 136) - 

f o r  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n ,  t h e r e  are o n l y  t w o  c h o i c e s  i n  l i f e :  t o  

create and l i v e  a r i g h t e o u s  l i f e  w h i c h  is e t e r n a l ,  o r  t o  s i n  and 

s u f f e r  d e a t h :  

I t  is  you n r u s t  g u i d e  y o u r s e l f  t o  l i v e ,  t o  be p r e s e n t ,  o r  
t o  be  a b s e n t .  Yon know God demands  t w o  ways: t h e  wages 
o f  s i n  is d e a t h  - t h e  g i f t  o f  God is e t e r n a l  l i f e .  
( C a t m a n ) ,  [Owens, 1976: 136) . 

D e a t h ,  f o r  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  , d e n o t e s  a s t a t e  of ' n o t h i o g n e s s f .  

Ia a s e n s e ,  t h e r e  is n o  c o n c e p t  of d e a t h  w h i c h  p r o v i d e s  f o r  t h e  

t y p e  o f  l i f e  a f t e r  d e a t h  comaon i n  o t h e r  r e l i g i o u s  t r a d i t i o n s  

s u c h  a s  C h r i s t i a n i t y  cr I s l a m ,  

It is i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  e a r l y  l i t e r a t u r e  o n  t h e  

movement c o n t a i n s  l i t t l e  o n  t h i s  p e c u l i a r l y  R a s t a f a r i a n  a t t i t i d e  

t o  d e a t h ,  Even  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  r e i n c a r n a t i o n  e s p o u s e d  by  t h e  

e a r l y  R a s t a f a r i a n s  d i f f e r s  f r o a  i ts  c o n  t e m p o r a r y  interprets t i o n s  

[ S i a p s o n ,  1 9 5 5 a ,  1 9 5 5 b ) -  It c a n  b e  a r g u e d  t h a t  t h e s e  c o n c e p t s  

h a v e  e v o l v e d  i n  terms of t h e i r  c o m p l e x i t y  a s  a f u n c t i o n  of the 

d e v e l o p m e n t  of t h e  b e l i e f  ~ystem o v e r  time, a n d  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  

t h e  i m p n t  of new c o n v e r t s  who come from a  h i g h e r  s o c i o - e c o n o t a i c  

b a c k g r o u n d  t h a n  d i d  t h e  o r i g i n a l  a d h e r e n t s ,  

T h e  c o n c e p t  o f  r e i n c a r n a t i o n  e m p l o y e d  by t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  

d i f f e r s  f r o m  its u s e  i n  H i n d u i s m  a n d  o t h e r  E a s t e r n  r e l i g i o n s .  



S i n c e  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  a r e  u n w i l l i n g  t o  a c c e p t  d e a t h  a s  a 

n a t u r a l  o u t c o m e  of l i f e ,  t h e  c o n n e c t i o n  b e t w e e n  l i f e  a n d  d e a t h  

r e m a i n s  v a g u e ,  O w e n s ' s  t r e a t m e n t  of t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  is t h e  o n l y  

l i t e r a t u r e  o n  t h e  movement w h i c h  c la r i f i es ,  t o  s o m e  d e g r e e ,  t h i s  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t  ween d e a t h  a n d  r e i n c a r n a t i o n .  T h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  

b e l i e v e  t h a t  they are  t h e  r e i n c a r n a t e d  Israelites,  a n d  f u r t h e r ,  

t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  been present i n  t h e  w o r l d  s i n c e  the time of 

c c e a t i o n ,  E v e r l a s t i n g  l i f e  is the r e s u l t  of b e i n g  o n e  o f  t h e  

c h o s e n  o n e s  o f  God, A c c o r d i n g  t o  O u e n s l s  s o u r c e s ,  r e i a c a r n a  t i o n  

i n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  s e n s e  a s  d e n o t i n g  the t r a n s m i g r a t i o n  of s o u l s  

is s a i d  t o  h a v e  occurred i n  t h e  p a s t ,  A t  p r e s e n t ,  r e i n c a r n a t i o n  

fails t o  o c c u r  i n  t h i s  sense snce the b r e t h r e n  h a v e  come t o  

t h e i r  t r u e  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  and h a v e  r e a l i z e d  t h e  d i v i n i t y  o f  H a i l e  

S e l a s s i e ,  A aore  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  view of r e i n c a r n a t i o n ,  a l s o  

b e l i e v e d  b y  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s ,  i s  t h a t  t h e  p e r s o n a l i t y / s p i r i t  of 

t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  may take on o t h e r  b o d i l y  a a n i f e s t a t i o n s  b u t  t h a t  

the p e r i o d  of d e a t h  i n  k e t w e e n  does not o c c u r -  Hence t h e  

p e r s o n a l i t y / s p i r i t  may l e a v e  t h e  o n e  body t o  o c c u p y  a n o t h e r  

w i t h o u t  t h e  i n t e r i m  p e r i o d  of d e a t h ,  

T r u e  r e i n c a r n a t i o n  d o e s  n c t  follow d e a t h  b u t  o c c u r s  i n  
t h e  midst o f  l i f e ,  a s  the r e g e n e r a t i o n  of t h e  e x h a u s t e d  
f o r c e s :  " W i t h i n  l i f e  t h e r e  is r e i n c a r n a t i o n ,  
r e c o n s t r u c t i o n .  L i f e  f i n d s  i t s e l f  w e a r i n g  down, d o i n g  
wrong,  a n d  i t  r e g e n e r a t e s  i t se l f ,  by l i v i n g ,  by  c h a n g i n g  
from wrong,  c o m p l y i n g  w i t h  t h e  t r u t h . "  ( C a t m a n ) ,  ( O w e n s ,  
1976: 1 C 2 ) -  

T h e  c o n c e p t  of r e i n c a r n a t i o n ,  d e a t h ,  a n d  e v e r l a s t i n g  1 i f  e 

is a l so  t i e d  i n  w i t h  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  c o n c e ~ t  of God. T h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n s  d o  n o t  v i e w  God a s  a n  e x t e r n a l  a g e n t ;  r a the r ,  God 



is v i e w e d  a s  r e s i d i n g  i n  man a n d  h e n c e ,  man is t h e  

p e r s o n i f i c a t i o n  06 God. T h i s  bel ief  i s  a k i n  t o  t h a t  o i  some 

H i n d u  a n d  I s l a m i c  m y s t i c a l  sects who b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  

i n d i v i d u a l ' s  g o a l  i n  l i f e  i s  t o  a t t a i n  a s t a t e  of God 

c o n s c i o u s n e s s  a n d  t h e r e b y  r e a l i z e  t h e  God w i t h i n  h i n / h e r s e l f .  I n  

C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  t h i s  t h o u g h t  f i n d s  e x p r e s s i o n  i n  t h e  m y s t i c a l  

stream- W i t h i n  t h i s  c o n c e p t  i s  a re la ted c o n c e p t  of t h e  Empero r  

a s  t h e  p e r f e c t  man, a man who is t h e  p e r s o n i f i c a t i o n  of God, T h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n s  a l s o  c l a i m  t h a t  n a t u r e  is a l s o  a n a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  

God, Thus, man s h o u l d  strive t o  b e  n a t u r a l  a n d  G o d - l i k e ,  

It is i n  t h i s  v e i n  t h a t  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  claim t h a t  t h e y  

a t e  i n  c o n s t a n t  co t r tn tunica t ion  w i t h  J a h  [God). I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  

t h e y  c o m m u n i c a t e  w i t h  t h e i r  i n t e r n a l  God who is, s p i r i t u a l l y ,  a 

p a r t  a n d  p a r c e l  o f  God, t h e  a l l  e n c o m p a s s i n g ,  a n d  w i t h  God t h e  

man, i, e ,  Haile Selassie, T h e  ~ a s t a f a r i a n s  c o n c e p t u a l i z e  t h e i r  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  H a i l e  Selass ie  i n  p a t r i a r c h a l  terms, w h e r e  h e  

is t h e  d i v i n e  f a t h e r ,  a n d  t h e y  a re  h i s  s p i r i t u a l  s o n s  [Earret t ,  

1977, O v e n s ,  1976)-  It i s - t h i s  p a t r i a r c h a l  and s p i r i t u a l  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  t h a t  a d d s  w e i g h t  t o  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  de s i r e  f o r  

r e p a t r i a t i o n .  They  claim t h a t  s i n c e  t h e  E m p e r o r  is t h e i r  f a t h e r ,  

i t  is o n l y  n a t u r a l  t h a t  t h e y  should d e s i r e  this g e o g r a p h i c  

p r o x i m i t y  [ M c P h e r s o n ,  1983,  Owens, 1976)- 

S i n c e  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  e s p u s e  an ' i n t e r n a l *  c o n c e ~ t i o n  o f  

God, they d o  n o t  believe i n  c o m ~ u n a l  c o n g r e g a t i o n s  s u c h  a s  

church s e r v i c e s  [ N i c h o l a s ,  1 9 7 9 ) .  R a t h e r ,  the R a s t a f a r i a n s  f e e l  

t h a t  a man's b o d y  is  h i s  t r u e  c h u r c h  because i t  is the body t h a t  



h o u s e s  t h e  i n t e r n a l  God, ~ h u s ,  a n y  e x t e r n a l  r i t u a l s  s u c h  a s  

c o n g r e g a t i c n a l  p r a y e r s  i n  a c h u r c h  s e t t i n g  a re  n o t  s e e n  a s  b e i n g  

n e c e s s a r y .  P a r t  of t h i s  n e g a t i v e  a t t i t u d e  t o  any fo rm of 

r e l i g i o u s  i n s t  i t u t  i o n a l i z a t i o n  c a n  b e  traced t o  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  

~ o s i t i o c  r e g a r d i n g  the V a t i c a n  a n d  other e s t a b l i s h e d  c h u r c h  

o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  

T h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  view the C a t h o l i c  c h u r c h  a n d  its 

e a b o d i a e n t  i n  t h e  f c r m  o f  t h e  V a t i c a n ,  a s  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  

o F p r e s s e r s  o f  t h e  b l a c k  race, T h e  P o p e  is s e e n  a s  t h e  

a n t i - C h r i s t .  I n  fact, t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  claim t h a t  t h e  P o p e  wears 

a  h e a d d r e s s  w i t h  t h e  n u m b e r s  666  o n  it, d e n o t i n g  t h e  s i g n  of t h e  

beast. I n  t h e  l t r e s s i a n i c  t r a d i t i o n  o f  t h e  b i b l e ,  t h e  c o m i n g  of 

t h e  ~ e s s i a h  is f o r e s h a d o w e d  b y  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  f a l s e  p r o p h e t s  

a n d  t h e  a n t i - C h r i s t ,  T h e  Roaan  C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h  is a l s o  p e r c e i v e d  

as r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  e v i l s  of C a p i t a l i s m ,  I t  s e e k s  t o  p e r p e t u a t e  

t h e  o p p r e s s i o n  of t h e  b l a c k s  for e c o n o m i c  g a i n  a n d  t o  m a i n t a i n  

its power, I a  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h i s ,  t h e  Roman C a t h o l i c  Church is 

s e e n  a s  a t t e m p t i n g  to destroy black  c u l t u r e  t h r o u g h  i ts  

p r o c e s s e s  o f  u h i t e u a s h i n g w  t h e  b l a c k s ,  T h e  process of 

' w h i t e w a s h i n g 9  is e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  s o c i a l i z a t i o n  o f  b l a c k s  t o  

w h i t e  c u l t u r a l  v a y s  a n d  t h i n k i n g ,  A c c o r d i n g  to  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s ,  

this p r o c e s s  was i n s t i t u t e d  i n  t h e  T h i r d  Wor ld  v i a  t h e  

i n t r o d u c t i o n  of C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  It is t h e  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  a n d  

d e l i b e r a t i o n  by w h i c h  t h i s  me thod  o f  o p p r e s s i o n  was p u t  t o  u s e  

t h a t  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  f i n d  s o  o f f e n s i v e .  



T h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  a l s o  e x p r e s s  e x t r e m e  d i s t r u s t  a n d  h a t r e d  

f o r  g o v e r n m e n t a  1 i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  b o t h  w i t h i n  Jamaica a n d  t h e  w o r l d  

a t  l a r g e .  T h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  r e a s o n s  f o r  t h i s  n e g a t i v e  a t t i t u d e  

t c w a r d s  t h e  s tate.  F i r s t l y ,  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  c o n c e p t i o n  of 

g o v e r n m e n t  d i f f e r s  r a d i c a l l y  from t h a t  a a n i f e s t e d  i n  t h e  f o r m  of 

t h e  J a m a i c a n  g a v e r n m e n t ,  S e c o n d l y ,  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  movemen t ' s  

h i s t o r y ,  t h e  s t a t e  h a s  b e e n  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  p e r s e c u t i o n  

s u f f e r e d  by t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s .  T h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  c o n c e p t  of  s t a t e  

is b a s e d  on t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  t h e o c r a c y .  A t h e c c r a  t ic g o v e r n m e n t  

is l e d  by a d i v i n e  k i n g ,  The closest a n a l o g y  t o  this is P l a t o a s  

c o n c e p t  o f  a d o m i n i o n  r u l e d  b y  a  hil lo sop her-Ling. A c c o r d i n g  t o  

o n e  R a s t a f a r i a n :  

T h e o c r a t i c  G o v e r n m e n t  i s  a d i v i n e  g o v e r n m e n t  t h a t  s h a l l  
r u l e  C r e a t i o n  i n  Love, P u r i t y ,  H o l i n e s s ,  a n d  U n i t y  u i t h  
a l l  t h e  i n g r e d i e n t s  o f  A f f e c t i o n ,  C o m p a s s i o n ,  a n d  
H u m i l i t y ,  T h e  T h e o c r a t i c  G o v e r n m e n t  w a s  ~ r o j e c t e d  f rom 
t h e  f o u n d a t  ion o f  C r e a t i o n ,  B u t  b e c a u s e  L u c i f e r  p o l l u t e d  
i t ,  i t  b r o k e  a p a r t ,  H e  come t o  r e u n i t e  i t  i n t o  o n e  
g i g a n t i c  f o r c e ,  t h a t  i t  mus t  c o v e r  t h e  whole w o r l d ,  l i k e  
a  water c o v e r  t h e  sea, T h a t ' s  w h a t  t h e  T h e o c r a t i c  
G o v e r n m e n t  are: we are  no  p a i n ,  n o  s i c k n e s s ,  no tears ,  
no woe, n o  man t h a t  eat  d e a d  cow a n d  woman having b i r t h  
c o n t r o l  a n d  man t h a t  p u t  o n  p a n t h e r  [condom).  B e c a u s e  
S a t a n  a n d  his h o s t  h a v e  b e e n  t r a m p l e d  n n d e r  b r u t a l  f e e t  
o f  d e a t h ,  when u e  c o n q u e r  B a b y l o n ,  when we c o n q u e r  t h e  
d e c e i v e r  P c p e  u n d e r  b r u t a l  feet o f  d e a t h ,  t h e n  i t  s h a l l  
b e  o n e  r u l i n g  g o v e r n m e n t  - t h e o c r a c y ,  Combined  uith 
Time,  N a t u r e ,  a n d  S p a c e  - t h o s e  a re  t h e  t h r e e  r u l i n g  
forces o f  t h e o c r a c y ,  T h e  r a i n b o w  is t h e  eablem, t h e  
d o m i n i o n ,  a n d  t h e  power  a n d  t h e  g l o r y  f o r  a l l  t h e  
T h e o c r a t i c  G o v e r n s e n t ,  a n d  t h a t ' s  t h e  r e a s o n  why a l l  
t h o s e  who b e l o n g s  t o  t h i s  T h e o c r a t i c  Governmen t  s h o u l d  
p r o j e c t  q u a l i t i e s ,  Nut only t a l k  i t  b u t  u t i l i z e  i t  a m n g  
o t h e r s ,  B e  a m i r r o r ,  r e f l e c t  q u a l i t i e s ,  ( N i c h o l a s ,  
1979: 43) 

T h u s ,  Jamaica is s e e n  as p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  w o r l d - w i d e  

B a b y l o n i a n  c o n s p i r a c y  g e a r e d  t o w a r d s  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  o p p r e s s i o n  o f  



the black race, a n d  more  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t o w a r d s  b a r r i n g  any  r e a l  

r e p a t r i a t i o n  o f  blacks t o  t h e i r  hcme land .  T h e  B a s t a f a r i a n s  

b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  t heoc ra t i c  f o r m  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  w i l l  p r e v a i l  o n  a  

w o r l d - v i d e  s c a l e  when a a i l e  S e l a s s i e  is o f f i c i a l l y  r e c o g n i z e d  a s  

t h e  C h r i s t  i n c a r n a t e .  I n  t h e  m e a n t i m e ,  t h e  b r e t h r e n  fee l  t h a t  

t h a t  E t h i o p i a  ( t h e i r  h e a r t l a n d )  i s  t h e  h a v e n  fa r  b l a c k s ,  a n d  

u n d e r  S e l a s s i e a s  r u l e ,  e x p e r i e n c e d  a  f o r m  o f  t h e o c r a c y .  

W i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  E m p e r o r y s  d e a t h ,  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  

reject a n y  k n o w l e d g e  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h i s  i s s u e .  A c c o r d i n q  t o  many 

R a s t a f a r i a n s ,  t h e  E m p e r o r  h a s  g o n e  i n t o  h i d i n g  ( a  b e l i e f  s i a i l a r  

t o  t h a t  f o u n d  i n  s o m e  Islamic sects who are  a w a i t i n g  t h e  

t r i u m p h a n t  r e t u r n  o f  t h e i r  M a h d i ) ,  They c o n s t a n t l y  re i tera te  

t h a t  a s  y e t  n o n e  of the remains of Selassie's body h a v e  b e e n  

f c u n d ,  n o r  is t h e  s i t e  o f  h i s  b u r i a l  d i s c l o s e d  b y  t b e  p r e s e n t  

r e g i r n e  i n  E t h i o p i a ,  The B a s t a f a r i a n s  a l s o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  

E m p e r o r  is t h e  p e r s o n i f i c a t i o n  of God, a n d  h e n c e ,  is i m p e r v i o u s  

t o  d e a t h ,  They  f u r t h e r  a r g u e  that t h e  * d e a t h y  o f  S e l a s s i e  is a 

c o n c r e t e  e x a m p l e  cf t h e  B a b y l o n i a n  c o n s p i r a c y  w h i c h  is aimed a t  

d e s t r o y i n g  t h e i r  f a i t h  i n  t b e  Emperor :  

T h a t ' s  why t h e y  a re  t r y i n g  t o  t a k e  away t h e  B l a c k  Ran 
f r o m  b e f o r e  h i s  own b r e t h r e n ' s  eyes so t h a t  we c a n  h e  
s t u m b l e d  some Bore ,  F o r  w e  are n o t  b e l o n g i n g  t o  t h i s  
s p o t  o f  e a r t h .  1-n-1 were t a k e n  away 20,000 miles away 
f r o m  home t o  t h i s  s p o t  of e a r t h  t h r o u g h  s l a v e r y ,  And it 
is p r o p h e s i e d  t h a t  I - n - I  is t o  r e t u r n  h o n e  a t  t h i s  time 
a n d  t h e y  a r e  trying t o  t u r n  over  t h e i r  c a p t i v i t y  upon  u s  
who a re  c a l l e d  by H i s  I l t r p e r i a l  M a j e s t y ,  Entperor  Haile-f 
S e l a s s i e - I ,  T h a t ' s  why t h e y  a r e  h i d i n g  away O u r  Great 
n e s s i a h  u h i c h  come t o  s a v e  t h e  w h o l e  w o r l d  f r o m  s i n , , ,  
(Owens, 1976:261] 



R a s t a t a r i a n  * l i v i t y '  refers to  a s t y l e  of l i v i n g  i n  w h i c h  

t h e  b e l i e f s  outlined a b o v e  a r e  p u t  i n t o  e v e r y d a y  p r a c t i c e .  Most  

R a s t a f a r i a n s  l i v e  i n  small  g r o u p s ,  n u m b e r i n g  three or s o r e  

i n d i v i d u a l s  ( B a r r e t t ,  1977) .  Some members  o c c a s i o n a l l y  p a r t a k e  

i n  communal  l i v i n g  on  a t e m ~ o r a r y  b a s i s ,  r e t n r n i a g  home t o  t h e  

c i t y  w h e r e  t h e y  r e s i d e  w i t h  t h e r  f a m i l t i e s -  R a s t a f a r i a n  c a m p s  

e x i s t ,  w i t h i n  J a m a i c a ,  e o s t l y  o n  f r i n g e s  o f  ci t ies a n d  i n  t h e  

r u r a l  areas, Some of t h e s e  c o r a m u n i t i e s  c o n t a i n  both m a l e  a n d  

f e m a l e  members,  O t h e r s ,  however ,  a r e  p o ~ u l a  t e d  o n l y  b y  n a l e s ,  

T h e  movement a s  a w h o l e  is male d o m i n a t e d  g i t h  women o c c u p y i n g  a 

s e c o n d a r y  p o s i t i o n  i n  g r o u p  l i v i n g  a n d  ~ a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  r i t u a l s .  

R a s t a f a r i a n s  who r e s i d e  i n  t h e  u r b a n  c e n t r e s  such a s  K i n g s t o n ,  

H o n t e g o  Bay, B a n d o v i l l e ,  o r  Ocho  Rlos, o f t e n  e n g a g e  in i n f o r a a l  

g a t h e r i n g s  a t  a n  i n d i v i d u a  1's m e n b e r t  s * y a r d *  (Yawney, 1 9 7 9 ) -  

T h e  c o m m u n i t a r i a n  b a s e d  caPaps f o l l o w  a p a t t e r n  o f  living i n  

k e e p i n g  w i t h  t h e  b i b l e  a n d  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  b e l i e f  s y s t e ~ t t .  T h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n s  c l o s e l y  f o l l o w  the N a z a r e n e  c o d e  w h i c h  p r o h i b i t s  

t h e  c u t t i n g  h a i r ,  t h e  e a t i n g  of p o r k ,  etc, T h e  laws o u t l i n e d  i n  

L e v i t i c u s  a re  a l s o  f o l l o w e d ,  d i s a l l o u i n g  wonen t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  

d a i l y  r i t u a l s  i f  t h e y  h a v e  ar, i s s u e  o f  b l o o d ,  I n  t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  

women u n d e r g o i n g  t h e i r  m e n s t r u a l  p e r i o d  a re p e r c e i v e d  a s  b e i n g  

c o n t a m i n a t i n g  a g e n t s  - a n  a s s u t a p t i o n  a l s o  in k e e p i n g  w i t h  t h e  

o v e r a l l  n e g a t i v e  p e r c e ~ t i o n  o f  women [Rowe, 1 9 8 0 ) ,  The 

s u b s e r v i e n t  s t a t u s  of women is a l so  a p p a r e n t  i n  t h e  



p r e s c r i p t i c n s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e i r  d r e s s  ar id  f u n c t i o n s ,  Women, i n  t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n  t r a d i t i c n ,  a re  n o t  a l l o w e d  t o  u n c o v e r  t h e i r  h e a d s  i n  

t h e  p r e s e n c e  of men. T h i s  p r a c t i c e  a l s o  s t e a s  from i n j u n c t i o n s  

i n  the b i b l e  which stress t h e  w e a r i n g  of a h e a d  c o v e r i n g  b y  a l l  

women when i n  t h e  F r o c e s s  of p r a y i n g  o r  r e c e i v i n g  d i v i n e  

i n s t r u c t i o n .  S i n c e  women a r e  c o n s t a n t l y  r e c e i v i n g  d i v i n e  

i n s t r u c t i o n  f c o n  t h e i r  k i n g s m e n  ( h u s b a n d s ]  , t h e i r  h e a d s  s h o u l d  

a i w a y s  b e  c o v e r e d  (Yawney, 1979).  7 T h e  men, b y  c o n t r a s t ,  b e i n g  

t h e  tearers of t r u t h ,  h a v e  t o  r e m v e  t h e i r  tams o r  h e a d  

c o v e r i n g s  i n  r e l i g i o u s  g a t h e r i n g s  a n d  r i t u a l s ,  

T h e c e  are  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  r e s t r i c t i o n s  p l a c e d  on women. 1 n 

t h e  f i r s t  i n s t a n c e ,  women are n o t  allowed t o  a d o r n  or  o r n a m e n t  

t h e m s e l v e s  i n  a n y  way, T h u s ,  a n y  f o r m  of c o s m e t i c  a p p l i c a t i o n  is 

f r o u n e d  upon ,  a n d  e v e n  j e w e l l e r y  is l a r g e l y  u n a c c e p t a b l e ,  Hornen 

are a l so  n o t  allowed t o  wear t r o u s e r s ,  s i n c e  t h e  l a t t e r  a r e  

c o n s i d e r e d  t o  h e  p a r t  o f  men ' s  c l o t h i n g ,  N e i t h e r  are women 

p e r m i t t e d  t o  v e a r  c l o t h i n g  w h i c h  e x p o s e s  the s h a p e  o f  their 

bodies or l a r g e  areas of s k i n ,  T h u s ,  w h i l e  men a r e  a b l e  t o  v e a r  

s h o r t  s l e e v e d  s h i r t s  o r  v e s t s ,  t h e  v o n e n  h a v e  t o  v e a r  l o n g  

d r e s s e s  w i t h  l cng  s l e e v e s  t h e r e b y  c o n c e a l i n g  their Dodies .  These 

r e s t r i c t i o n s  o n  women a re  v e r y  s imi la r  t o  t h o s e  w h i c h  p r e v a i l  

a m o n g s t  vo@en  i n  I n d i a ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  r u r a l  a r e a s ,  i t  c a n  b e  

a r e g u e d  t h a t  the R a s t a f a r i a n  r e s t r i c t i o n s  on  women may h a v e  b e e n  

d e r i v e d  from t h e  I n d i a n  t r a d i t i o n  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s i n c e  H o w e l l  w a s  

i n f l u e n c e d  by a n  I n d i a n  man ( L a l o o f .  A s e c o n d  possible r e a s o n  ------------------ 
7 P e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  a l s o  c o n f i r m s  t h i s  R a s t a f a r i a n  r u l e .  



may b e  t h a t  t h e  Eas t  I n d i a n s  i n  Jamaica were a c l a s s  c l o s e s t  i n  

e c o n o m n c  terms t o  t h e  b l a c k s ,  T h e  Eas t  I n d i a n s  h a d  f i r s t  come t o  

Jamaica a s  i n d e n t u r e d  l a b o u r e r s ,  T h u s ,  t h e y  f o r m e d  t h e  b u f f e r  

g s o u p  b e t w e e n  t h e  b l a c k s  a n d  w h i t e s .  I n  t h i s  s e n s e ,  t h e  c u l t u r a l  

p r o x i m i t y  may h a v e  s e r v e d  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  p e n e t r a t i o n  of 

I n d i a n  c u l t u r a l  p a t t e r n s  a m o n g s t  t h e  b l a c k  p o p u l a t i o n ,  

Wonen, i n  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  t r a d i t i o n ,  a re  a l s o  n o t  a l l o w e d  

t o  p r a c t i c e  any  form of b i r t h  c o n t r o l :  t h e  l a t t e r  b e i n g  

c o n s i d e r e d  a s  one more  a e c h a n i s m  b y  which * B a b y l o n a  a t t e m p t s  t o  

c o n t r o l  t h e  b l a c k  p o p u l a t i o n ,  M o r e o v e r ,  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  feel  

t h a t  i t  is t h e i r  d u t y  t o  p r o p a g a t e  t h e  b l a c k  race and 

R a s t a f a r i a n i s a  t h r o u g h  a n  i n c r e a s e  i n  p o p u l a t i o n ,  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  

t h e  * s e e d i  o f  men is  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  be d i v i n e  b e c a u s e  o f  its l i f e  

c r e a t i n g  p r o p e r t i e s ,  a n d  t h u s ,  d e s t r u c t i o n  of t h i s  'see?' is  a 

s i n ,  C o n t r a r y  t o  the f a a f i l y  p a t t e r n s  of t h e  n o r m a t i v e  J a m a i c a n  

f a m i l y ,  w h e r e  t h e  m o t h e r  is t h e  head  o f  t h e  h o u s e h o l d ,  t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n  f a m i l y  u n i t  is c o m p l e t e l y  u n d e r  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  of t h e  

man, W h i l e  t h e r e  is n o  set r u l e  r e g a r d i n g  monogamy, i t s  seems t o  

be  a g e n e r a l l y  a c c e p t e d  r u l e  i n  t h e  mari tal  t y p e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  

H a r r i a g e ,  a m o n g s t  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s ,  is n o t  s a n c t i f i e d  by 

t h e  c h u r c h ,  B o s t  R a s t a f a r i a n s  s i a r ~ l y  r e f u s e  t o  g o  t o  church. I n  

aost  cases, t h e  b r e t h r e n  s i m p l y  c h o o s e  t h e i r  'queens* a n d  live 

w i t h  t h e m ,  T h e r e  is some e v i d e n c e  w h i c h  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  some o f  

t h e s e  common law r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a re  v a l i d a t e d  b y  a p u b l i c  r i t u a l  

of r e c i t i n g  a p r a y e r  i n  the narae of H a i l e  S e f a s s i e ,  FIowever, 

c o d i f i e d  r u l e s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e s e  a s ~ e c t s  o f  t h e  * l i v i t y S  a r e  n o t  



a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  (Barre t t ,  1977) .  

An i m p o r t a n t  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  l i v i  t y  is  t h e  

e m p h a s i s  on  d i e t a r y  laws, These l a w s  a r e  s u p ~ o r t e d  by s p e c i f i c  

b i k l i c a l  r e f e r e n c e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  from t h e  o l d  t e s t a m e n t .  T h e  main  

p r o h i b i t i o n  i n v o l v e d  is t h e  e a t i n g  o f  meat o r  p o u l t r y ,  Tho 

R a s t a f a r i a n s  r e g a r d  a n y  form o f  meat or  p o u l t r y  a s  d e a d  t l e s h ,  

Dead f l e s h ,  a c c o r d i n g  to  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s ,  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  

c o n s u m e d  by ' l i v i n g 1  p e r s o n s ,  A s  o n e  R a s t a f a r i a n  s t a t e d ,  

" , , - c o n s u m i n g  a e a t ,  f i s h ,  e g g s  or  p o u l t r y  m a k e s  y o u r  s t o m a c h  a 

c e m e t a r y  a s  y o u  are  t a k i n g  i n  d e a d  f l e s h n  ( N i c h o l a s ,  1979:58). 

A s i d e  from t h i s ,  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  a r e  e a p h a t i c  a b o u t  t h e i r  

u s e  of n a t u r a l  ~ f o o d s t u f f s ~ ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  p r o c e s s e d  f o o d ,  T h e y  

p r e f e r  t o  c o o k  t h e i r  own f o o d  a n d  a re  e x t r e m e l y  w a r y  uf f o o d  

f r o m  u n k n o v n  s o u r c e s ,  R a s t a f a r i a n  c o o k i n g  is known a s  ' I - t a l a  

m e a n i n g  n a t u r a l ,  a n d  t o t a l ,  I - t a l  f o o d  is t o t a l  f o o d  b e c a u s e  it 

is c o m p l e t e l y  n a t u r a l ,  i t  h a s  n o  a d d i t i v e s ,  a n d  i s  n o t  d e r i v e d  

f ron t  o t h e r  f o o d s .  Women u n d e r g o i n g  t h e i r  m e n s t r u a l .  p e r i o d  are  

f o r b i d d e n  t o  cook o r  e v e n  e n t e r  t h e  c o o k i n g  a r e a  a s  t h e y  a r e  

c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e  * d i r t y a  a n d  c o u l d  c o n t a m i n a t e  t h e  f o o d ,  

However ,  s t r ic t  a d h e r e n c e  t o  t h e s e  d i e t a r y  laws v a r i e s  w i t h  

i n d i v i d u a l  R a s t a f a r i a n s ,  While sortle Basta f a r i a n s  t o t a l l y  ref r a i n  

f r o m  e a t i n g  m e a t  i n c l u d i n g  f i s h  a n d  p o u l t r y ,  o t h e r s  d o  c o n s u m e  

f i s h .  S i m i l a r l y ,  w h i l e  soae w i l l  g o  s o  f a r  a s  t o  a b s t a i n  f r o m  

e a t i n g  f r o m  a ' b l o o d  s t a i n e d  p o t g  ( t h i s  refers t o  p o t s  i n  w h i c h  

o t h e r s  h a v e  c o o k e d  meat), o t h e r s ,  w i l l  i f  i n v i t e d  by v i s i t o r s  

a n d  f r i e n d s ,  e a t  f roia t h e s e  p o t s ,  One  c a n  f i n d  a r e s e m b l e n c e  



h e r e  w i t h  t h e  s t r ic t  d i e t a r y  laws o f  some H i n d u  g r o u p s  which 

a l s o  f o r b i d  t h e  c o n s u m p t i o n  of a n y  t y p e  of meat .  A more  

s o p h i s t i c a t e d  r e a s o n  a d v a n c e d  f o r  t h i s  p r o h i b i t i o n  a g a i n s t  

e a t i n g  meat, a n d  w h i c h  is a l s o  f o u n d  a m o n g s t  t h e  H i n d u s ,  is t h a t  

t h e  c o n s u m ~ t i o n  o f  meat e n h a n c e s  t h e  b a s e r  i n s t i n c t s  o f  h n a a n  

b e i n g s .  Thus, t h e  r e s u l t  is a n  a c c e n t u a t i o n  of sexual d e s i r e s  

a n d  a h e i g h t e n i n g  o f  n e g a t i v e  e m o t i o n s  s u c h  a s  a n g e r ,  greed, 

j e a l o u s y ,  etc, ( H c P b e r s o n ,  ~ e r s o n a l  c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  Jamaica, 

J u l y ,  1 9 8 3 ) -  

R a s t a f a r i a n  a r g o t  is a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  p r o d u c t  o f  t h e  

riroveaen t. D e s c r i b e d  a s  ' I - lect* ( P o c h a r d ,  l 9 8 3 ) ,  t h e  a r g o t  

c e n t e r s  o n  a n  e x t e n s i v e  u s e  o f  t h e  word 1'. T h i s  * I 9  is 

p r e f i x e d  be•’  o r e  o t h e r  v o r d s ,  T h u s ,  * c h i l d r e n 1  becomes * I - d r e n * ,  

' u n i t y *  b e c o m e s  *I-nity*, * f o r e v e r s  t r a n s l a t e s  i n t o  ' 1 - v e r *  , 
*cant i n u a f l y  * c h a n g e s  t o  ' I - t i n u a l l y  *, ' m e d i t a t i o n g  becomes 

* I - d i t a t i o a * ,  a n d  ' p r o t e c t i o n  b e c o m e s  * I - d e t e c t i o n * ,  A s i d e  f r o m  

t h i s  e x t e n s i v e  u s e  of t h e  word 'Ie, t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  also 

attribute m e a n i n g  a n d  d i s t i n c t i o n  t o  t h e  word 'man* a s  o p p o s e d  

t o  seen', I n  t h i s  c o n t e x t ,  the word t m v e m e n t g  b e c o m e s  

* a o ~ e m a n t * ,  * g o v e r n ~ e n t *  becomes * g o v e r n m a n t  * when u s e d  t o  

d e n o t e  t h e o c r a c y ,  T h e s e  v a r i a t i o n s  i n  s p e e c h  c o n n o t a t e  a 

s p e c i f i c  m e a n i n g  w h i c h  i s  n o t  f o u n d  i n  e v e r y d a y  u s a g e  o f  

J a m a i c a n  creole o r  s t a n d a s d  J a z i a i c a n  E n g l i s h .  T h e  e v o l u t i o n  o f  

t h i s  a r g o t  i s  r e l a t i v e l y  r e c e n t  a n d  i s  n o t  m e n t i o n e d  in t h e  

e a r l y  s t u d i e s  o f  t h e  ~ o v e m e n t  ( e - g .  S i m p s o n ,  195Sa, 1955b. Smith 

et  a l , ,  l 9 6 O f .  



I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  a b o v e ,  t h e  most commonly u s e d  terms i n  

t h e  a r g o t  a re  'I a n d  I*,  - - I  ' I  man* ,  '1 dem',  a n d  ' d i  1' 

( P o c h a r d ,  1983) .  T h e  u s e  of '1' i n  ' I - n - I '  i s  a  c o n s c i o u s  s w i t c h  

f r o m  t h e  word 'me1 p r e v a l e n t  i n  J a m a i c a n  c r e o l e ,  T h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n s  c l a i m ,  t h a t  t h e  u s e  of *meg was  i n i t i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  

s o c i a l i z a t i o n  o r  ' w h i t e w a s h i n g *  o f  t h e  s l a v e ' s  mind. T h e  use o f  

'me? was d e l i b e r a t e l y  i n g r a i n e d  i n  t h e  s l a v e ' s  s p e e c h  i n  o rde r  

ts n e g a t e  h i s / h e r  s u b j e c t i v e  i d e n t i t y .  T h e  * m e 1  t h e n  o b j e c t i f i e d  

t h e  s l a v e ,  t h u s  d e g r a d i n g  t h e  s l a v e ' s  p o s i t i o n  a n d  s u b j e c t i v e  

s e l f  p e r c e p t i o n .  I n  t h i s  r e g a r d ,  t h e  u s e  of ' I s  is  a c a l c u l a t e d  

ac t  by t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  s e c o n d a r y  nature a n d  

o b j e c t i v i t y  o f  *met i n  J a m a i c a n  creole { B a r r e t t ,  1977). The use 

of t h e  t u o  '1's i n  the p h r a s e  * I  a n d  I' w h i c h  the R a s t a f a r i a n s  

u s e  i n  a s i n g u l a r  a s  well as  a p l u r a l  s e n s e ,  i s  used t o  d e n o t e  

the h a r m o n y  b e t w e e n  t h e m  a n d  o t h e r s ,  and b e t w e e n  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  

a n d  material d i m e n s i o n s  of t h e i r  l i v e s .  Hence ,  t h e  f i r s t  'Ia 

r e f e r s  t o  t h e i r  s p i r i t  which r e s i d e s  i n  t h e  s e c o n d  '1' - t h e i r  - 

body,  P o r s y  t h e  (1983) a d v a n c e s  a n  a l t e r n a t e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  

t h e  u s e  of * I  a n d  1' i n  R a s t a f a r i a n  argot, He s ta tes ,  

. , , R a s t a f a r i a n s  a l w a y s  t a l k  of 'I 2nd z, T h i s  refers t o  
t h e  u n i t y  of the s p e a k e r  u i t h  the m o s t  H igh  ( J a h )  a n d  
w i t h  h i s  f e l l o w m e n .  I a n d  I s i n p l y  refers t o  'me* and 
'my God* - t h e  one *I* is t h e  LQsg g a n d  t h e  o t h e r  the 
B i g  I. ( P o c h a r d ,  1983: 131, 

W i t h  r e s p e c t  t c  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  * @ a n *  and 'men* 

c i t e d  earl ier ,  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  a t t r i b u t e  a p o s i t i v e  c o n n o t a t i o n  

t o  o n e  a n d  a n e g a t i v e  c o n n o t a t i o n  t o  t h e  o t h e r .  A 'man* is o n e  

who is c o n s c i o u s  a n d  uho h a s  r e a l i z e d  t h e  d i v i n i t y  of H a i l e  



S e l a s s i e -  * H e n q ,  b y  c o n t r a s t ,  a r e  p e o p l e  who h a v e  n o  

c o n s c i o u s n e s s  a n d  are u s u a l l y  h o s t i l e  t o  t h e  B a s t a f a r i a n s .  'Men* 

is a l s o  u s e d  i n  a s i n g u l a r  s e n s e  d e n o t i n g  a p e r s o n  who is e v i l ,  

o r  i n  t h e  e m p l o y m e n t  o f  t h e  f o r c e s  o f  * B a b y l o n t ,  S i l n i l a r l y  t h e  

J a  ~ a i c a n  g o v e r m e n t  d i f f e r s  f r o m  t h e  t h e o c r a t i c  g o v e r n m a n t ,  a n d  

t h e  B a s t a f a r i a n  movement is s p o k e n  o f  a s  the R a s t a f a r i a n  

s o v e a a n t ,  a c c e n t u a t i n g  t h e  p r o n o u n c i a t i o n  cf t h e  l a s t  s y l l a b l e  

[ H c P h e r s o n ,  1 9 8 3 ,  p e r s o n a l  c o i u m u n i c a t i o n ,  P o c h a r d ,  1 9 8 3 ) .  

A n c t h e r  term c o ~ n o n l y  used i n  t h  a r g o t  is ' d r e a d ' .  T h i s  is 

d e r i v e d  f roa t h e  term * d r e a d • ’  u l * .  When p o p 1  e f i r s t  p e r c e i v e d  

t h e  l o c k s  o f  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s ,  t h e y  c a l l e d  t h e m  d r e a d f u l  b e c a u s e  

o f  the f e a r  a n d  awe  t h e y  i n s p i r e d .  U n t i l  a  f e u  y e a r s  a g o ,  a 

R a s t a f a r i a n  w o u l d  c a l l  a  f e l l o w  member a * d r e a d *  i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  

cciarson t i e s  t h e y  s h a r e d  ( B a r r e t t ,  1 9 7 7 ,  Owens, 1976). mow, 

h o w e v e r ,  t h e  term * d r e a d g  c o n n o t e s  a  p e r s o n  v h o  is m a s q u e r a d i n g  

a s  a R a s t a f a r i a n  r a t h e r  t h a n  o n e  who s h a r e s  a comQon be1ief.B 

This reflects t h e  c o n t i n u a l  change i n  t h e  use of t h e  a r g o t -  Yet, 

' d r e a d *  a l s o  represents a c o l l e c t i v e  s e n s e  of i d e n t i t y  a n d  

e x p e r i e n c e  t o  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s .  J o s e p h  O v e n s  (1976)  d e s c r i b e s  

t h i s  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  d r e a d  a s ,  

T h e  w e l l - s p r i n g  i n  R a s t a f a r i a n  theology, t h e  c e n t r e  
a r o u n d  w h i c h  e v e r y t h i n g  r e v c l ~ e s  a n d  from u h i c h  a l l  
R o v e s  o u t w a r d ,  is t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  d r e a d ,  Dread is a n  
e x p e r i e n c e  of a p e o p l e  w i t h  a p r i m o r d i a l  b u t  
h i s t o r i c a l l y  d e n i e d  r a c i a l  self hood,  ( l 9 7 6 : 3 ) ,  

T h u s ,  * d r e a d * ,  i n d i c a t e s  a c o l l e c t i v e  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  s l a v e r y  a n d  

s u b o r d i n a t i o n  which b e c a u s e  o f  its t r a u m a t i c  nature has l e f t  its ------------------ 
a From o b s e r v a t i o n s  o f  t h e  b r e t h r e n  i n  Jamaica, July, 1 9 8 3 ) .  



m a r k  on  t h e  n i n d s  o f  t h e  p e c p l e ,  Above a l l ,  i t  seems t h a t  the 

n c t i o n  of ' d r e a d 1  s e p a r a t e s  t h e  B a s t a f a r i a n s  from o t h e r  y c o u p s  

t h a t  a r e  l o c a t e d  o n  t h e  f r i n g e s  of J a m a i c a n  s o c i e t y ,  T h i s  

s e p a r a t i o n  a n d  g r o u p  i s o l a t i o n  i s  i n  some s e n s e s ,  p e r p e t u a t e d  b y  

t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  t h e a s e l v e s  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  d i s t i n c t  l i f e s t y l e  a n d  

u s e  o f  a r g o t .  E a r r e t t  d e s c r i b e s  t h i s  a r g o t  a s ,  

...a r e l i g i o u s  l a n g u a g e  of a s t r a n g e  t y p e .  F e u  o u t s i d e r s  
c a n  make s e n s e  o f  what  t h e  a v e r a g e  c u l t i s t  s a y s ,  I n  t h e  
f i r s t  p l a c e ,  i t  is u n g r a r s r a a t i c a l  when s p o k e n  by t h e  
u n e d u c a t e d ;  s e c o n d l y ,  i t  i s  J a m a i c a n  d i a l e c t  u s e d  o n  a 
p h i l o s o p h i c a l  l e v e l ,  a b u r d e n  wh ich  it was n o t  c r e a t e d  
t o  b e a r ;  a n d  f i n a l l y ,  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  speech is a l m o s t  
d e v o i d  o f  s u b j e c t - o b j e c t  o p p o s i t i o n  a s  well a s  w i t h o u t  
v e r b s .  iBarrett,  1977: 143) 

R a s t a f a r i a n s  b e l i e v e  i n  ~ u o r d s o u a d  p o w e r a  [ N i c h o l a s ,  1979)-  

T h i s  i n d i c a t e s  a b e l i e f  i n  t h e  p o w e r  of w o r d s  wh ich  s t e m  from 

R a s t a f a r i a n  t h e o l o g y .  A c c c r d i n g  t o  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s ,  God created 

t h e  w o r l d  t h r o u g h  a n  ac t  of  s p e e c h ,  T h u s ,  v o r d s  h a v e  t h e  power  

t o  create a n  a t m o s p h e r e  a n d  b r i n g  t o  m a t e r i a l i z a t i o n  t h e i r  

s e m a n t i c  c o n t e n t ,  I t  seeras  t h a t  the c o n c e p t  of wordsound  power  

a l s o  s e r v e s  a s  a l t e r n a t e  b u t  i m p l i c i t  f u n c t i o n  f o r  t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n s ,  I t  h a s  been  n o t e d  i n  t h e  l i t e r a t r e  t h a t  t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n s  c o m p r i s e  o n e  o f  t h e  most a r t i c n l a t e  g r o u p s  i n  

Jamaica, a n d  a l s o  t c  some d e g r e e  i n  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  world. It 

can be  a r g u e d  t h a t  when a  g r o u p  l a c k s  access t o  p o l i t i c a l  p o w e r  

and r q r e s e n t a t i o n ,  i t  n a y  u t i l i z e  o t h e r  m a n s  o f  e x e r t i n g  

power ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  these may be t h r o u g h  f a c e - t o - f a c e  

i n t e r a c t i o n s  r a t h e r  t h a n  o n  an i n s t i t u t i o n a l  p l a n e ,  C h a n g i n g  

w o r d s  i n t o  t h e  a r g o t  e n a b l e s  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  to  create a 

s u b j e c t i v e  w o r l d  o f  m e a n i n g ,  a r e a l i t y  u n t o  t h e m s e l v e s  



( C a s h m o r e ,  1 9 7 9 ) -  

C e r t a i n  common words f o r m  t h e  base of t h e  a r g o t  a n 4  s e r v e  

t o  c o m m u n i c a t e  o n e  s ember* s i d e n t i t y  t o  a n o t h e r ,  T h u s ,  w o r d s  

s u c h  a I r i e ,  s e c n ,  d r e a d ,  o v e r s t a n d ,  o n e  l o v e ,  B a b y l o n  etc, 

w o u l d  a l l  b e  i n c o m g r e h e n s i b l e  t o  t h e  o u t s i d e r  b u t  h a v e  a very 

r e a l  m e s s a g e  t o  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s ,  I t  i s  w o r t h  e l a b o r a t i n g  o n  

some of t h e s e  w o r d s  a s  a n  e x a p p l e  o f  t h i s  s u b j e c t i v e  w o r l d  

c r e a t e d  b y  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s ,  R a s t a f a r i a n s  will n e v e r  use t h e  

word ' u n d e r s t a n d *  s i n c e  ' u n d e r '  c o n n o t a  tes a dovnwa rd a o v e m e n t  

w h e r e a s  t h e  r ea l  w a n i n g  of the word is t o  t r a n s c e n d  or 

comprehend .  So, t h e  R s t a f a r i a n s  u s e  * o v e r s t a n d i n q *  i n s t e a d .  

S i m i l a r l y ,  R a s t a f a r i a n s  n e v e r  use w o r d s  s u c h  a s  * t o  r e t u r n s  o r  

*to come b a c k * ,  R a t h e r ,  t h e  c u s t o m a r y  p h r a s e s  u s e d  are '1 a n d  I 

w i l l  s o o n  come f o r w a r d a .  When t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  w i s h  t o  

a c k n o w l e d g e  t h e  t r u t h  o f  a s t a t e m e n t ,  o r  c o n v e y  a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  

t h e y  u s u a l l y  r e p l a c e  s u c h  v o r d s  a s  * y e s f i  w i t h  t h e  word  * s e e n 1 ,  

T h i s  i m p l i e s  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e n t e n t  i s  b o t h  v i s u a l l y  s e e n ,  a n d  

v e r b a l l y  u n d e r s t o o d ,  C o g n i t i v e l y ,  this i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  the 

c o n c e p t s  t a k e  o n  a p i c t o r i a l  i ~ a g e  i n  t h e  persoa8s mind. 'Seen* 

a l s o  r e f l e c t s  a n  u n d e r l y i n g  a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n ,  

t h r o u g h  h i s  c a p a c i t y  o f  i n t n i t i o n ,  is a b l e  t o  *seeg t h e  e s s e n c e  

of w h a t  h a s  b e e n  s a i d ,  T h i s  is s i a i l a r  to  t h e  I n d i a n  belief t h a t  

a spir iWa1ly  a d v a n c e d  p e r s o n  i s  a b l e  t o  see t h e  e x t e r n a l  w o r l d  

t h r o u g h  h i s / h e r  ' t h i r d  e y e s ,  I n  t h i s  s e n s e ,  t h e  u s e  o f  '1' c o u l d  

r e p r e s e n t  t h i s  t h i r d  ) e y e f i ,  



A f a v o r i t e  H a s t a f a r i a n  r i t u a l  is t o  sit i n  s m a l l  g r o u p s  

from b e t w e e n  two t o  ten p e r s o n s  a n d  e n g a g e  i n  c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  T h i s  
.fl 

p r o c e s s  i s  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  ' r e a s o n i n g 1 .  R e a s o n i n g  c a n  i n v o l v e  a 

r a n g e  o f  t o p i c s  s u c h  a s  p o l i t i c s ,  w o r l d  e v e n t s ,  o r  r e l i g i o u s  

issues. It is t h i s  c o l l e c t i v e  F r o c e s s  o f  r e a s o n i n g  t h a t  

p e r p e t u a t e s  t h e  e x i s t i n g  a r g o t ,  and  a l l o v s  f o r  t h e  i n n o v a t i o n  o f  

o t h e r  e l e m e n t s  which are c o n s t a n t l y  a d d e d  t o  t h e  a r g o t ,  I n  p a r t ,  

it is a l s o  t h i s  p r o c e s s  of r e a s o n i n g  w h i c h  m a k e s  t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n s  s u c h  a h i g h l y  a r t i c u l a t e  g r o u p  of p e o p l e ,  The 

r e a s o n i n g  p r o c e s s  emodies a d i d a c t i c  form o f  t e a c h i n g ,  w h e r e b y  

o n e  R a s t a f a r i a n  t e a c h e s  a n o t h e r  (Ovens ,  1976). No matter w h a t  

t h e  a c t u a l  c o n t e n t  o f  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  s a y  be, the r e a s o c i n g  

p r o c e s s  is a l w a y s  p u n c t u a t e d  b y  b i b l i c a l  p a s s a g e s  w h i c h  are 

r e c i t e d  l o u d l y ,  a n d  is a c c o n p a n i e d  by a r i t u a l i z e d  i n t a k e  o f  

m a r i j u a n a  (yan ja) .  

T h e  c o n s u m p t i o n  o f  g a n j a ,  i n  a n y  f o r m ,  is a v i t a l  e l e a e n t  

o f  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  l i v i t y .  T h e  I n d i a n  u s a g e  of t h i s  d r u g  is  

rooted i n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  r e l i g i o u s  r i t u a l  of p i l g r i m a g e  a n d  

i m m e r s i o n  i n  t h e  waters o f  t h e  R i v e r  G a n g e s ,  A s  uith t h e  

I n d i a n s ,  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  c o n s i d e r  g a n j a  a s  ~ o s s e s s i n g  F o w e r s  of 

p u r i f i c a t i o n ,  One  c a n  a s s u m e  t h a t  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  u s a g e  o f  t h e  

l a b e l  ' g a n  j a *  is d e r i v e d  f r o =  its early a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  

I n d i a q ,  c o m m u n i t y  i n  Jamaica [Barreti ,  1977)-  

G a n j a  is c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e  sacred b y  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s ,  F o r  

t h e m ,  i t  s y m b o l i z e s  p e a c e  and m e d i t a t i o n ,  B e c a u s e  o f  its 

s o o t h i n g  p r o p e r t i e s ,  the drug p l a y s  a p r i l a a r y  role i n  r e l i g i o u s  



r i t u a l .  F u r t h e r ,  g a n j a  is a l so  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e  t h e  'weed  of 

S o l o m o n 9  - a naae  d e r i v e d  from t h e  t a l e  t h a t  t h e  h e r b  grew o n  

S o l o m o n l s  g r a v e ,  a n d  t h u s  r e p r e s e n t s  o n e  way o f  a c q u i r i n g  

S o l o m o n s  s wisdom (Barret t ,  1977). G a n j a  i s  a l s o  u s e d  a s  a 

m e d i c i n a l  herb a n d  is u t i l i z e d  i n  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  of f o o d  a n d  

tea, However ,  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  c l a i m  t h a t  n o t  e v e r y b o d y  can 

s m o k e  t h e  d r u g  a n d  d e r i v e  the q u a l i t i e s  o f  p e a c e  a n d  wisdom, T h e  

d r u g  w i l l  o n l y  b r i n g  o u t  these q u a l i t i e s  i o  a t r u e  R a s t a f a r i a n ,  

a n d  i n  a n  i u d i v i d u a l  who a l r e a d y  possesses some r e l i q i o u s  

i n s i g h t .  F o r  those who a re  s t e e p e d  i n  B a b y l o n i a n  ways, t h e  d r u g  

w i l l  o n l y  s e r v e  t o  c o n f u s e  them o r  create m a d n e s s  i n  t h e i r  

mind+ I n  t h i s  s e n s e ,  t he  R a s t a f a r i a n s  claim t h a t  B a b y l o n  is 

t r y i n g  t o  c o n t r o l  a n d  a b o v e  a l l  d e s t r o y  t h e  c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  g a n j a  

f o r  t h e  v e r y  r e a s o n  t h a t  i t  b r i n g s  o u t  n e g a t i v e  and d e s t r u c t i v e  

b e h a v i o u r s  i n  them, n o r e o v e r ,  c o n t i n u o u s  u s e  o f  the d r u g  b y  

n o n - R a s t a f a r i a n s ,  who already p o s s e s s  sorne m e a s u r e  of 

c o n s c i o n s n e s s ,  w o u l d  c u l m i n a t e  i n  t h e i r  r e a l i z a t i o n  of t h e  

d i v i n i t y  of Haile Selassie,  a n d  t h e  e v i l n e s s  of the B a b y l o n i a n  

s y s t e m ,  n o s t  H a s t a f  a r i a n s  are  e a t p h a t i c  a b c u t  t h e  m y s t i c a l  p o w e r s  

of t h e  d r u g ,  a n d  some e v e n  claim t h a t  w i t h o u t  h a b i t u a l  

c o n s u ~ p t i o n  o f  m a r i j u a a a ,  t h e y  w o u l d  n e v e r  h a v e  r e a l i z e d  t h e  

t r u t h  of Rastaf a r i a n i s s  [Owens, 1 9 7 6 ) .  
v4 

I n  ' t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  the moveoaent, the p r a c t i c e  of s m o k i n g  

ganja s e e m e d  t o  h a v e  o r i g i n a t e d  a s  a  f o r @  of @ m u t e '  protest 

a g a i n s t  s o c i e t y ,  a n d  a s  a m e c h a n i s m  d i f f e r e n t i a t i n g  the 

R a s t a f a r i a n s  from t h e i r  o t h e r  J a m a i c a n  c o u n t e r p a r t s .  w h i l e  g a n j a  



is v i e w e d  a s  a n a t u r a l  h e r b ,  a l c o h o l  i s  seen a s  a brewed m i x t u r e  

made from r o t t e n  f r u i t ,  R a s t a f a r i a n s  w i l l  o f  t e n  q u o t e  passages 

f r o m  the bible i n  d e f e n c e  o f  t h e i r  use o f  t h e  d r u g .  T h e y  claim 

t h a t  ganja is a g i f t  f rom God ( J a h )  , a n d  t h a t  man is e n c o u r a g e d  

t o  u s e  i t  t o  d e r i v e  p e a c e  and wisdom, T h e  m o s t  oft cited 

p a s s a g e s  s u p p o r t i n g  the R a s t a f a r i a n  u s e  o f  gan j a  a r e  Genesis 

1 ~ 1 2 ,  1 ~ 1 8 ,  a n d  P s a l l n  1 O U : l Y  [ B a r r e t t ,  1977 ,  Smith e t - a l ,  1 9 6 0 ) -  

- O u t  o f  a l l  t h e s e  a s p e c t s  of l i v i t y ,  o n e  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  h a s  

c a u s e d  some c o n t r o v e r s y  and d i s s e n s i o n  i n  t h e  e a r l y  h i s t o r y  o f  

t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  movenen t  - a d i s s e n s i o n  w h i c h ,  i n  most cases, 

r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  d i f f e r e n t  s u b g r o u p s  w i t h i n  t h e  

movement,  T h i s  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  issue s t e a n e d  f r c m  the e d i c t  of 

growing l o c k s ,  A t  the time cf t h e  m o v e m e n t ' s  i n c e p t i o n ,  t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n s  d i d  n o t  wear l o c k s ,  B a t h e r ,  m o s t  members  o f  t h e  

f a i t h  i d e n t i f i e d  t h e m s e l v e s  by  w e a r i n g  b e a r d s ,  a n d  t h r o u g h  the 

use o f  accessories a n d  c l o t h i n g  which b o r e  t h e  c o l o u r s  of t h e  

E t h i o p i a n  f l a g  { r e d ,  g o l d  a n  g r e e n ) ,  However ,  w i t h  the e v o l u t i o t i  

of the belief s y s t e i n ,  t h e  w e a r i n g  o f  d r e a d l o c k s  g r a d u a l l y  came 

i n t o  b e i n g ,  T h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  s u p p o r t  t h i s  t e n e t  w i t h  t h e  

L e v i t i c a l  o r d e r ,  2 l:5, 

T h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  w e a r i n g  d r e a d l o c k s  o r i g i n a t - e d  i n  the 

g h e t t o s ,  3 r i o r  t o  the f o r n a t i o n  of t h e  P i n n a c l e  canmunt. 

( H c P h e r s o n ,  1 9 8 3 ) -  However,  t h e  first a e n t i o n  of locksn rpn  

appea red  i n  t h e  &&ly G l e a n e r  i n  t h e  f o r t i e s  i n  a d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  

t h e  P i n n a c l e  g u a r d s e e n  a s  w e a r i n g  l o c k s ,  T h e  p r a c t i c e  became a n  

i n t e g r a l  p a r t  of t h e  b e l i e f  s y s t e i l l  a s  i n t e r p r e t a t e d  b y  t h e  House 



o f  t h e  Y o u t h  B l a c k  F a i t h ,  Some members  o f  t h i s  c o r e  o r r j a n i z a t i o r ,  

( e - g o  Sam Brown)  d i s a g r e e d  w i t h  t h i s  p r e c e p t  a n d  s e c e d e d  f r o m  

t h i s  organization t o  c r e a t e  o n e  of t h e i r  own, Yet t h e  p r a c t i c e  

o f  u e a r i n q  l o c k s  s e r v e d  s e v e r a l  f u n c t i o n s .  I n  t h e  f i r s t  i n s t a n c e  

i t  f u n c t i o n e d  ds a ~ e c h a n i s m  of d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n ,  s e p a r a t i n g  t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n s  f rom o t h e r  g r o u p s  i n  s o c i e t y .  S e c o n d l y ,  it e m b o d i e d  

a f o r &  of p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  t h e  E n g l i s h  o r i e n t e d  norms o f  J a m a i c a n  

s o c i e t y .  

T h e  a b o v e  m e n t i o n e d  a s ~ e c t s  of t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  i i v i t y  h a v e  

g a i n e d  wide c u r r e n c y  b o t h  a m o n g s t  the R a s t a f a r i a n  g r o u p s  o u t s i d e  

J a m a i c a  a n d  a m o n g s t  t h e  y o u t h  i n  J a m a i c a ,  T h e  E a s t a f a r i a n  

c u l t u r e  has come t o  p e r ~ e a t e  e v e r y  a s p e c t  of  J a m a i c a n  l i f e s t y l e ,  

w h e t h e r  i t  b e  f o o d ,  ~ u s i c ,  a r g o t ,  o r  d r e s s .  T h e  c o l o u r s  red, 

g o l d  a n d  g r e e n  seem t o  b e  more p r e v a l e n t  t h a n  the n a t i o n a l  

c o l o u r s  o f  Jamaica. Even  w i t h  respect t o  t h e  ar ts ,  R a s t a f a r i a n  

t h e m e s  o f  ' s u f  f e r a t i o n '  a n d  r e d e m p t i o n  t h r o u g h  r e p a t r i a t i o n ,  a r e  

c o n s t a n t l y  p o r t r a y e d  i n  t h e a t r i c a l  p r o d u c t i o n s  a n d  f i l s s  

[ N e t t l e f o r d ,  1972) , 

However ,  t h e  sost  common d e n o a i n a t o r  p e r v a d i n g  t h e  n u m e r o u s  
I 

g r o u F s  w i t h i n  t h e  a o v e m e n t  ( b o t h  i n  i t s  i n d i g e n o u s  c o n t e x t  a n d  

e l s e w h e r e )  is 4 e g g a e  m u s i c .  R e g g a e  msic is e q u a t e d  t o  t h e  m u s i c  

o f  t h e  * s u f f e r e r s *  f r c a  t h e  g h e t t o s ,  T h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h i s  

h i g h l y  s p e c i f i c  type of n i u s i c a l  beat i s  w e l l  d o c u m e n t e d  i n  o t h e r  

s t u d i e s  (e.g, C l a r k e ,  1980, D a v i s  a n d  S imon ,  1977, S h i b a t a ,  

1981) .  T h e  m u s i c  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  g u i d e d  by a  m o n t o n o u s  b e a t  u i t h  

l y r i c s  s u n g  i n  ha rmony  o r  i n  some cases o v e r  t h e  melody.  H i t h  



t h e  A a s t a f a r i a n s ,  i t  is t h e  l y r i c s  t h a t  a r e  t h e  s o u r c e  of 

a t t r a c t i o n .  The m u s i c ,  i n  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  c o n t e x t ,  is a powerful 

m e d i m  f o r  t h e  m e s s a g e  o f  r e d e m ~ t l o n ,  T h e  l y r i c s  c o n t a i n  

c o d i f i e d  a n d  d r a m a t i c  e x p o s i t i o n s  o f  t h e  b e l i e f  s y s t e m ,  r i t u a l s ,  

w o r l d - v i e v  a n d  cf t h e  t r i a l s  a n d  t r i b u l a t i o n s  of i n d i v i d u a l  

R a s t a f a r i a n s .  Aside f r o @  t h i s ,  t h e  m u s i c  a l s o  s e r v e s  a s  a  

p o w e r f u l  mechan i sm f o r  s o c i a l  c o m m e n t a r y ,  P o l i t i c i a n s  i n  Jamaica 

a t  e l e c t i o n  times h a v c  u s e d  R e g g a e  a u s i c  t o  b r o a d c a s t  t h e i r  

p o l i t i c a l  i d e o l o g i e s  ( T a f a r i ,  1980, W h i t e ,  1983 ) .  In a d d i t i o n ,  

t h e  c o a r a e r c i a l i z a t i o n  of t h e  m u s i c  h a s  a l s o  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  

r a p i d  g r o w t h  a n d  s p r e a d  o f  t h e  movement,  

T h e  a s p i r a t i o n s  of young  J a m a i c a n  m u s i c i a n s  a l s o  serve t o  

p e r p e t u a t e  t h e  Reggae a n s i c  e x p l o s i o n ,  T h e  a p p e a l  o f  t h e  m u s i c  

lies i n  t h e  s p e c i a l  R a s t a f a r i a n  r h e t o r i c  it t r a n s m i t s ,  Thus ,  

a s p i r i n g  n t u s i c i a n s  o f  t e n  e m u l a t e  R a s t a f a r i a n  s t y l e s  t o  i m p r o v e  

r e c o r d  sales, The R a s t a f a r i a n  e l d e r s  r e c o g n i z e  t h i s  c o m m e r c i a l  

u s e  o f  t h e  b e l i e f  s y s t e m  a n d  a re  therefore c r i t i c a l  of R e g g a e  

m u s i c  a n d  m u s i c i a n s ,  Yet, i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  

b e t u e e n  s i n c e r e  a n d  t r u e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  a n d  t h o s e  t h a t  m e r e l y  

m a n i p u l a t e  t h e  b e l i e f  s y s t e m  for p a r t i c u l a r  e n d s .  This p r o b l e m  

of d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  is r o o t e d  i n  the p a r t i c u l a r  p r o c e s s  o f  

c o n v e r s i o n  e x t a n t  i n  t h e  aovemen t ,  

T h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  p r o c e s s  o f  c o n v e r s i o n  is a h i g h l y  

i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c  o n e ,  C o n v e r s i o n  o c c n r s  through a n  i n t e r n a l  

r e a l i z a t i o n  of the t r u t h  of R a s t a f a r i a n i s m ,  K i t z i n g e r  ( 1969) h a s  

t e r m e d  t h i s  a t y p e  of ' i n b o r n   conversion^. However ,  l a t e r  

.. 
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a d m i t t a n c e  t o  a more formal r e l i g i o u s  g r o u p  w i t h i n  t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n  movement s u c h  a s  t h e  O r d e r  of t h e  N y a h b i n g h i ,  

r e q u i r e s  s o m e  d i s p l a y  o f  commitnant ,  b u t  e v e n  t h i s  i s  n o t  o v e r t ,  

T h u s ,  t h e  o l d e r  R a s t a f a r i a n s ,  w h o  h a v e  seen t h e  b i r t h  of t h e  

movement  a n d  h a v e  s u f f e r e d  p e r s e c u t i o n  a s  a r e s u l t  of t h e i r  

f a i t h ,  d i s t r u s t  t h e  m u s i c i a n s  whom t h e y  r e g a r d  a s  * w o l v e s  i n  

s h e e p ' s  c l o t h i n g s  b a s e d  o n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  l a t t e r  h a v e  ' s o l d *  

o u t  t h e  secrets of t h e  a o v e a e n t  t h r o u g h  c o m ~ e r c i a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  

mus ic .  a n d  h a v e  f a i l e d  t o  c h a n n e l  t h e  p r o f i t s  i n t o  t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n  c o m r ~ u n i t  y f H c P h e r s o n ,  1983) , S h i b a t a  (190 1) a l s o  

p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of s o n g s  p r o d u c e d  by R e g g a e  

m u s i c i a n s  l a c k  t h e  s p e c i f i c  d r u r  b e a t  f o u n d  i n  t h e  N y a h b i n g h i  

r i t u a l  mus ic ,  T h i s  is t h e  m u s i c  p l a y e d  a t  R a s t a f a r i a n  g a t h e r i n g s  

c a l l e d  * N y a h h i n g h i s *  o r  * b i n g h i s 9 ,  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  R e g g a e  m u s i c  

s t i l l  p l a y s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  role i n  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  t h e  g r o v t h  of 

t h e  aovemen t ,  

I n  c o n c l u s i o n ,  it  c a n  b e  s e e n  t h a t  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  

movement ,  s i n c e  i ts i n c e p t i o n  i n  t h e  1 9 3 0 ' ~ ~  h a s  d e v e l o ~ e d  a  

c o l s p r e h e n s i v e  b e l i e f  s y s t e a  w h i c h  p r o v i d e s  e x p l a n a t i o n s  

r e g a r d i n g  t h e  i n i t i a l  c a u s e  of o p p r e s s i o n ,  t h e  p r o c e s s  w h e r e b y  

o n e  c a n  r e t a i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  i d e a l  s t a t e ,  a n d  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  

f i n a l  r e d e m p t i o n  t h r o u g h  re p a t r i a t i o n ,  

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  c h a p t e r  p r o v i d e s  a c r i t i c a l  o v e r v i e w  of the 

e x i s t i n g  l i t e r a t u r e  o n  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  ~ o v e m e n t  e m p h a s i z i n g  t B e  

v a r i o u s  c o n c e p t u a l i z a t i o n s  of t h e  movement,  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  a 

c r i t i c a l  s u r v e y  o f  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  i n  t h e  s o c i o l o g y  o f  r e l i g i o n  



d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  various typologies  of r e l i g i c u s  organization is 

also undertaken w i t h  t h e  v i e w  of d e l i n e a t i n g  t h o s e  t y p e s  t h a t  

p e r t a i n  t o  a n  ana lys i s  of t h e  Rastafarian movement, 



111. The R a s t a f a r i a n  Hovenent and the Typologies of Religious 

O r g a n i z a t i o n  

T h e  r a p i d  g r o w t h  a n d  e x p a n s i o n  of  the R a s t a f a r i a n  movement 

i n  t h e  l a s t  f i v e  d e c a d e s  h a s  g i v e n  rise t o  a number  o f  s t u d i e s  

d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s ,  While t h e  m a j o r i t y  of these 

s t u d i e s  h a v e  f o c u s e d  o n  t h e  n ioveaen t  w i t h i n  its i n d i g e n o u s  

c o n t e x t ,  i,e, Jamaica, t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  a t t e l i l p t s  niar7e t o  

u n d e r s t a n d  the ~ a n i f e s t a t i o n  of R a s t a f a r i a n i s m  i n  a v a r i e t y  o f  

other g e o g r a p h i c  a r e a s  {e, g, C a m p b e l l ,  1980b, Cashlaore ,  1979, 

a n d  W i l s o n ,  1978) .  A s i g n i f i c a n t  f a c t o r  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  t h e  

p r e s e n c e  of R a s t a f a r i a n i s m  i n  areas o t h e r  t h a n  Jamaica h a s  b e e n  

t h a t  of West I n d i a n  m i g r a t i o n  t o  t h e s e  a r e a s ,  T h i s  f a c t o r  of 

m i g r a t i o n  h a s  a l s o  l e d  t o  a n  i n c r e a s e d  i n t e r e s t ,  on t h e  p a r t  of 

t h e  i m m i g r a n t s  i n  h o s t  c o u n t r i e s ,  i n  m a i n t a i n i n g  some  m e a s u r e  of 

t h e i r  c u l t u r a l  i d e n t i t y ,  e, g, ~ u s i c ,  f o o d ,  l i f e s t y l e ,  etc. T o  a n  

e x t e n t ,  i t  is t h i s  i n t e r e s t  t h a t  h a s  f u e l l e d  t h e  

c o s m e r c i a l i z a t i o n  o f  R e g g a e  m u s i c  a n d  its i n f i l t r a t i o n  i n  to t h e  

w o r l d - v i d e  m u s i c  i n d u s t r y ,  

A l t h o u g h  sotne o f  t h e s e  f ac to r s  h a v e  been d e a l t  with i n  t h e  
5L 

l i t e r a t u r e  ( e ,  g, C l a r k e ,  19801, v e r y  l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n  h a s  been  

p a i d  t o  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  movemen t ' s  s t r u c t u r e  i n  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  

i ts s u r v i v a l  a n d  s u c c e s s  i n  o t h e r  p a r t s  of t h e  w o r l d ,  F l o r e o v e r ,  

i t  w o u l d  seem a p p a r e n t  t h a t  t h e  m o v e m e n t s s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  would 

d i f f e r  i n  d i f f e r e n t  e n v i r o n m e n t s  as  a f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  r a n g e  of 



d i v e r s e  e l e m e n t s  o p e r a t i n g  w i t h i n  t h e s e  s o c i a l  c o n t e x t s .  

However ,  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h i s  d i f f e r e n c e  h a s  n o t  been f u l l y  

e x a m i n e d  i n  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e ,  T h e  f o l l o u i n y  r e v i e w  of t h e  

l i t e r a t u r e  o n  t h e  B a s t a f a r i a n s  b r i n g s  t o  f i g h t  some of t h e s e  

s h o r t - c o m i n g s  insofar a s  t h e y  p e r t a i n  t o  t h e  g o a l s  of this 

t h e s i s ,  

E x i s t i n g  l i t e r a t u r e  o n  t h e  m a r k e d l y  w i l l e n a r i a n  b u t  

t h e o l o g i c a l l y  l o o s e l y  a r t i c u l a t e d  R a s t a f a r i a n  raovement is  

i n f o r m e d  by a number  o f  d i f f e r e n t  t h e o r e t i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e s .  The 

m o s t  c o n p r e h e n s i v e  work  s o  f a r  h a s  b e e n  t h a t  o f  L e o n a r d  Barsett 

(1 968, 1977). Earrett  e m p l o y s  a p r i ~ a r i l y  s o c i o - h i s t o r i c a l  

p e r s p e c t i v e  i n  tracing t h e  g e n e s i s  a n d  e v o l u t i o n  of t h e  movenwnt 
1 

i n  its J a m a i c a n  c o n t e x t .  T h e  laajor strength of h i s  c o n t r i b n t i o n  

l i e s  i n  h i s  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  o r i g i n s  o f  R a s t a f a r i a n i s w  i n  

J a ~ a i c a ,  Barret t c o n c e p t n a l i z e s  t h e  lsovement a s  a m i l l e n a r i a n  

m e s s i a n i c  ' c u l t a  b a s e d  o n  t h e  k e y  role a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  f o r m e r  

E m p e r o r  l fa i le  Se l a s s i e  of E t h i o p i a  a s  t h e  r e t u r n e d  m e s s i a h ,  T h e  

major criticism l e v e l l e d  a t  Barret tqs t r e a t m e n t  i s  his r e l i a n c e  

o n  o n e  p a r t i c u l a r  i n f c r m a n t ,  Sam B r o r n . ~  Thus, h i s  p o r t r a i t  o f  

t h e  moveaent a p p e a r s  t o  be  s o m e w h a t  s l a n t e d  s i n c e  t h e  i n f o r i a a n t  

i n  q u e s t i o n  b e l o n g s  t o  a p a r t i c u l a r  g r o u p  w i t h i n  the ~ o v e m e n t  
----I------------ 

lSam Brown b e l o n g s  t o  o n e  of t h e  p o l i t i c a l l y  i n c l i n e d  g r o u p s  i n  
the R a s t a f a r i a n  r eoveaen t  ip J a m a i c a .  R a s  Sam Brown a l s o  r a n  f o r  
e l e c t i o n s  i n  1962 f o r  a g o v e r n r a e n t a  l p o s i t i o n  r e p r e s e n t i n g  o n e  
s e c t i o n  of K i n g s t o n  ( p e r s o n a l  communcat  i o n ,  H c P h e r s o n ,  1983) - I n  
t h e  r e c e n t  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  T h e o c r a t i c  A s s e m b f e y  Congress o f  
R a s t a f a r i a n s  i n  J a s l a i c a ,  (July, 1983) ,  I o b s e r v e d  nany n e g a t i v e  
r e a c t i o n s  a n d  comment E d i r e c t e d  t o w a r d s  Sam Brown, I n  f a c t ,  some 
R a s t a f a r i a n s  a c c u s e d  Sara B f c v n  cf c o o p t i n g  the mvement b y  
a c c e p t i n g  g o v e r n m e n t  f u n d i n g  f o r  the c o n g r e s s .  



w h i c h  h a s  a  d e c i d e d l y  ' p o l i t i c a l *  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a a  f a i t h -  N o n t h e l e s s ,  a s i d e  from t h i s  d r a w b a c k ,  

Barret t ' s  a n a l y s i s  d e l i n e a t e s  i n  g r e a t  d e t a i l  the b e l i e f  s y s t e m  

o f  t h e  e o v e m e n t ,  a n d  t h e  f a c t o r s  t h a t  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  i t s  

g e n e s i s ,  A l t  hougk  Barret t u s e s  t h e  term 'c u l t i s t s l  when 

r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s ,  h e  f a i l s  t o  c o n c r e t e l y  d e f i r t e  h i s  

u s a g e  o f  t h i s  term. 

- O r l a n d o  P a t t e r s o n  (1964) , a J a m a i c a n  s o c i o ~ o g i s t ,  h a s  

d e s c r i b e d  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  iuoveaen t  a s  a 'cult of o u t c a s t s ' ,  H i s  

a n a l y s i s  is b a s e d  o n  t h e  t h e o r y  of r e l a t i v e  d e p r i v a t i o n  which he 

u t i l i z e s  t o  s u b s t a n t i a t e  h i s  a r g n m e n t  t h a t  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  a r e  

d r a w n  e x c l u s i v e l y  f r o r n ' t h e  l o w e r  e c h e l o n s  of t h e  soc i a l  o r d e r  

a n d  h e n c e  t h e  m e ~ b e r s h i p  of t h e  m o v e a e n t  is c o m p r i s e d  of ' p o o r  

blacks' who a re  a t t r a c t e d  t o  t h e  v i s i o n  o f  r e d e m p t i o n  a n d  

r e p a t r i a t i o n  o f f e r e d  by  R a s t a f a r i a n i s m .  W h i l e  t h i s  is true t o  

s o a e  d e g r e e ,  s u c h  a g e n e r a l i z a t i o n  f a i l s  t o  c a p t u r e  the 

c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  movement i n  i ts c o n t e m ~ o r a r y  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s .  

F u r t h e r ,  s n c h  a d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  movement i s  m i s l e a d i n g  g i v e n  

i ts  c o o p t a t i o n  i n  t h e  s i x t i e s ,  a n d  its e x p a n s i o n ,  i n  terms of 

m e m b e r s h i p ,  t o  o t h e r  l e v e l s  of t h e  s o c i a l  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  s y s t e m ,  

P a t t e r s o n  a l s o  t r e a t s  t h e  a o v e m e n t  a s  a m o n o l i t h i c  e n t i t y ,  a n  

a s s u a p t i o n  which is q u e s t i o n a b l e  g i v e n  t h e  r a n g e  of 

di 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  of t h e  belief s y s t e m ,  a n d  t h e  v a r i e t y  o f  g r o u p s  

w h i c h  e x i s t  w i t h i n  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  moveleent, 

However ,  P a t t e r s o n ' s  n o v e l ,  SThe C h i l d r e n  of S i s y p h n s *  

( 1965 ) ,  r e m a i n s  an i n v a l u a b l e  d e s c r i p t i v e  s o u r c e  of i n f o r m a t i o n  



ii 
o n  t h e  e a r l y  R a s t a f a r i a n s  a n d  t h e i r  p e r c e p t i o n  of t h e  r e a l i t y  o f  

r e p a t r i a t i o n .  I n  t h i s  f i c t i o n a l  a c c o u n t ,  i t  is c l e a c  t h a t  

P a t t e r s o n  views t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  a s  b e i n g  d r a w n  t o  t h e  

' f a n t a s t i c *  d r e a m s  a n d  a s p i r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  helief s y s t e m  w h i c h  

a l l o w s  them a n  e s c a p e  from t h e  r e a l i t y  a n d  plight o f  t h e i r  

c o n d i t i o n .  I n  c o n t r a s t  to t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  n a t u r e  of m o s t  

m i l l e n a r i a n  m o v e & e n t s ,  P a t t e r s o n  v i e w s  t h e  Basta f a r i a n  movement 

a s  a r t i c u l a t i n g  a p o s t u r e  of r e b e l l i o n  a g a i n s t  e s t a b l i s h e d  

s o c i e t y ,  T h u s ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  r a d i c a l l y  t r a n s • ’  o r m i n g  t h e  s o c i a l  

o r d e r ,  h e  ~ l a i n t a i n s  t h a t  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  m e r e l y  waat t o  c h a n g e  

t h e i r  d e g r e e  of ~ o w e r l e s s n e s s ,  T h i s  v i e w  s c p p o r t s  t h e  

a t t i t u d i n a l  c h a n g e  n o t e d  b y  Barrett (1977) a ~ o n y s t  the 

R a s t a f a r i a n s  • ’ row t h a t  o f  t o t a l  a n d  i m m i n e n t  r e p a t r i a t i o n  t o  

9 l i b e r a t i o n  b e f o r e  c e p a t r i a t i o n * ,  However ,  t h e  c o n c r e t e  

m a n i f e s t a t i o n  of t h i s  c h a n g e  i n  a t t i t u d e  i s  not w i d e s p r e a d  

a m o n g s t  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  i n  Jamaica ( B c P h e r s o n ,  1983) , A 1  t h o u g h  

t h i s  t r e a t m e n t  of  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  is a f i c t i o n a l  a c c o u n t ,  i t  

n e v e r t h e l e s s  p r o v i d e s  s o w  i n d i c a t i o n  of t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  

p e r c e f t i o n  o f  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  movement a n d  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  its 

belief s y s t e m  a t  t h i s  t iae ,  

A n o t h e r  f i c t i o n a l  a c c o u n t  of t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  has b e e n  

p r e s e n t e d  b y  t h e  l a t e  R o g e r  P i a i s ,  a  J a m a i c a n  writer, i n  h i s  work  

pr e n t i f l e d  ' B r o t h e r  Plang ( 1954 ) .  While t h i s  r e r a a i n s  a work of 

f i c t i o n ,  i t  n e v e r t h e l e s s  s e r v e s  t o  a c c e n t u a t e  the social f a b r i c  

o f  t h e  B a s t a f a r i a a s  a n d  t h u s  t a p s  i n t o  a n  a r e a  of r e s e a r c h  which 

h a s  r e m a i n e d  l a r g e l y  u n e x p l o r e d .  ' B r o t h e r  R a n 1  f o c u s e s  on  the 



p e r s e c u t i o n  s u f f e r e d  b y  the e a r l y  a d h e r e n t s  of R a s t a f a r i a n i s m .  

T h i s  t r e a t m e n t  a l s o  o f f e r s  a d e s c r i p t i v e  a c c o u n t  of  t h e  

p e r c e p t i o n s  of  J a m a i c a n  s o c i e t y  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  a a s t a f a r i a n s ,  a n d  

p u t s  i n t o  p e r s p e c t i v e  t h e  l a b e l l i n g  o f  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  a s  

' d r e a d s * .  I t  is i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  b o t h  flais a n d  P a t t e r s o n  

clef i n e  the R a s t a f a r i a n s  a s  * c u l t i s t s ' ,  u s i n g  t h e  term i n  a 

p e j o r a t i v e  a n d  ~ o p u l a r  s e n s e ,  

- S i m p s o n r s  e a r l y  s t u d i e s  o f  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  (1955a, 19SSb,  

19621, d e s c r i b e  t h e  movement a s  a ' p o l i t i c o - r e l i g i o u s  c u l t *  

b a s e d  o n  t h e  v i o l e n t  a n d  a n t i - e s t a b l i s h m e n t  r h e t o r i c  e x ~ o u n d e d  

by t h e  e a r l y  R a s t a f a r i a n s .  S i m p s o n ' s  l i n e  o f  i n q u i r y  stems f r o @  

t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  f r a a e u o r k  w i t h i n  t h e  s o c i o l o g y  o f  r e l i g i o n  
L 

d e a l i n  y w i t h  m i l l e n n i a 1  moveaents, S i ~ p s o n  * s  work has p a v e d  the 

way f o r  f u t u r e  research o n  a s p e c t s  of R a s t a f a r i a n i s m ,  H i s  

a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  movement a s  a m i l l e n n i a 1  m e s s i a n i c  movelttent 

f o r m s  t h e  c o r n e r  s t o n e  o f  l a ter  a c a d e m i c  a t t e m p t s  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  

t h e  s o c i a l  r e a l i t y  o f  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s ,  S i m p s o n *  s a c c o u n t  a l s o  

r e m a i n s  u n i q u e  i n s o f a r  a s  a d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  e a r l y  street 

m e e t i n g s  a n d  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  movement is c o n c e r n e d .  H i s  

t r e a t m e n t  o f  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  a l s o  serves t o  c l a r i f y  t h e  

d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  t h e m  a n d  o t h e r  r e l i g i o u s  g r o u p s  p r e s e n t  i n  

J a m a i c a ,  However ,  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  

m v e e e n  t t o d a y , ~ S i m ~ s o n * s  a n a l y s i s  is n o t  w h o l l y  ap  ~ l i c a b l e  a n d  

is s o m e u h a  t o u t d a t e d ,  

Smith, A u g i e r  a n d  N e t t l e f o r d a s  (1960) r e p o r t  o n  t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n s  i n  K i n g s t o n ,  Jamaica, o f f e r s  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  a c c o u n t  



o f  t h e  movement  i n  t h e  e a r l y  s i x t i e s .  As s u c h ,  t h e  r e p o r t  is  a  

s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  b a s e d  on t h e  f a c t  

t h a t  i t  was i n i t i a t e d  b y  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  t h e m s e l v e s ,  a n d  

m o r e o v e r ,  was u n d e r t a k e n  b y  t h r e e  s o c i o l o g i s t s  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  

socio- p o l i t i c a l  d e v e l c p m e n t  o f  Jamaica. T h e  r e p o r t  was a l s o  

c r u c i a l  i n  g e n e r a t i n g  f u r t h e r  r e s e a r c h  on  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  

movement,  a n d  h a s  i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  f o r m e d  t h e  bas i s  o f  later 

s t u d i e s  o n  t h e  &oversent ,  The major criticism w h i c h  c a n  b e  

l e v e l l e d  a t  t h e  r e F o r t  stems from t h e  e m p i r i c a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  

u n d e r t a k e n  b y  t h e  tea in  of s o c i o l o g i s t s .  T h e  s t u d y  was c o n d u c t e d  

i n  a p e r i o d  of two weeks ,  a n d  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  s a m p l e  i n t e r v i e w e d  

was l o c a t e d  i n  K i n g s t o n .  Hence t h e  f i n d i n g s ,  i t  c a n  b e  a r g u e d ,  
L 

are n o t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of t h e  a o v e m e n t  a s  a whole .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  

t h e  p o s i t i v e  b i a s  o f  t h e  r e p o r t ,  and i ts  o b v i o u s  t a i l o r i n g  t o  

s u i t  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t ,  a n d  for  p u b l i c  

consumap t ion ,  l e a d  o n e  to  q u e s t i o n  i t s  i n t e g r i t y .  S i n c e  t h e  s t u d y  

u a s  c o n d u c t e d  i n  1960, many e v e n t s  h a v e  o c c u r r e d  wh ich  h a v e  

a f f e c t e d  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  c o ~ m n n i t y  i n  Jamaica, T h e  i m p a c t  of 

t h e s e  e v e n t s ,  s u c h  as  Haile S e l a s s i e t  s v i s i t ,  h a v e  i n f l u e n c e d  

t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  a o v e a e n t l s  e v o l u t i o n ,  I n  t h i s  l i g h t ,  the 

r e p o r t ,  t hongh c o n t a i n i n g  v a l u a b l e  i n  f o r a a t i o n ,  d o e s  n o t  c a p t u r e  

t h e  n a t u r e  of t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  a o v e m e n t  i n  i t s  c o n t e m p o r a r y  
e 

m a n i f e s t a t i a p ,  However ,  t h e  r e ~ o r t  is s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  i t s  

r e c o g n i t i o n  of t h e  h e t e r o g e n o u s  c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  movement,  a n d  

i t s  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  g r o u p s  t h a t  e x i s t e d  i n  t h e  l a t e  

f i f t i e s .  



K i t z i n g e r g s  l 1 9 6 6 ,  1969)  s t u d i e s  o f  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  

movement e m p l o y  a t h e o r e t i c a l  f r a m e w o r k  d e r i v e d  from 

a n t h r o p o l o g y  a n d  p s y c h o a n a l y s i s .  K i t z i n g e r  o f f e r s  a more 

t h o r o u g h  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  when  c o m p a r e d  to  o t h e r  

s t u d i e s  of t h e  rtovement, S h e  e x ~ l o r e s  t h e  r o l e  o f  woaen i n  t h e  

movement,  a n d  a l s o  e x a m i n e s  s o m e  o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  R a s t a f a r i a n  

g r o u p s .  H o c e v e r ,  i n  h e r  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  movement ,  s h e  f o l l o w s  

S i n p s c n ,  a n d  i d e n t i f i e s  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  movement as  a 

s p o l i t i c o - ~ e l i g i o u s  p r o t e s t  c u l t * ,  W h i l e  K i t z i n g e r  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  

moveeaent a s  a w h o l e  i n  terms of a ' c u l t ' ,  s h e  does a a k e  

r e f e r e n c e  t o  o n e  R a s t a f a r i a n  grOUF as a 'sect*. Yet, h e r  u s a g e  

of t h e s e  teras r e o a a i n s  u n d e f i n e d ,  

T h e  a d v e n t  of t h e  s e v e n t i e s  was marked  b y  a b u r g e o n i n g  o f  

r e s e a r c h  o n  the Bastaf a r i a n s ,  T h e  a a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  s t u d i e s  i n  

t h i s  p e r i o d ,  were i n  t h e  f ofla of t h e s e s  a n d  d i s s e r t a t i o n s  b y  

s t u d e n t s  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of  q e s t  I n d i e s ,  a n d  l a t e r  on f r o m  

o t h e r  p a r t s  of t h e  wor ld .  W h i l e  a l o t  o f  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  p r o v i d e d  

f u r t h e r  i n s i g h t s  i n t o  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  m o v e n e n t  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  

i t s  p r e c i p i t a t i n g  c a u s e s  (e,g, C h e v a n n e s ,  19711, its p o l i t i c a l  

p o t e n t i a l  fe, g, A l b u q u e r q u e ,  l 9 7 7 ) ,  and its music [e. g. C l a r k e ,  

198i3, S h i b a t a ,  1 9 8 1 ) ,  most of t h e s e  s t u d i e s  d i d  n o t  a d d r e s s  t h e  

q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e  t y p e  of  r e l i g i o u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n  movement e m b o d i e s -  I n  t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  o n l y  o n e  
qn 

dissertation a d d r e s s e s  t h i s  i s s u e  [Yawner ,  1979) . 
Yawney * s  t r e a t m e n t  of t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  is t h e  most  t h o r o u g h  

and c o n t e m p o r a r y  a c c o u n t  of t h e  movenen t ,  S h e  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  



R a s t a f a r i a n  movement  a s  b e i n g  a  v i s i o n a r y 1  movement b a s e d  o n  

t h e  s e c u l a r  a n d  r e l i g i o u s  o s i e n t a t i o n s  e x p r e s s e d  by t h e  

membersh ip ,  Y a w n e y 4 s  a n a l y s i s  of  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  also i n c l u d e s  

d i s c u s s i o n s  of t h e  c o n v e r s i o n  p r o c e s s ,  t h e  recrui t a e n t  o f  

members ,  a n d  t h e  h e t e r o g e n e i t y  o f  t h e  movement,  S h e  d e s c r i b e s  

t h o  R a s t a f a r i a n  naovenlent a s  e x h i b i t i n g  b o t h  s e c t a r i a n  a n d  c u l t i c  

f e a t u r e s .  Yawney a l s o  e m p h a s i z e s  the r o l e  cf p r o p h e c y  w i t h i n  t h e  

laoveiaent i e. t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  claim t h a t  t h e y  a r e  t h e  p r o p h e t s  

of t h i s  a g e ,  h e n c e  t h e y  are v i s i o n a r y  - h a v i n g  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  

p e r c e i v e  t h e  f u t u r e ) ,  The major dravback of Yawney ' s  t r e a t m e n t  

of t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  is h e r  l a c k  o f  a n a l y s i s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e s e  
1 

c u l t i c  a n d  s e c t a r i a n  f e a t u r e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  w i t h  respect t o  t h e  

v a r i o u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  existing i n  t h e  movement,  Her i n t r o d u c t  i o u  

of y e t  a n o t h e r  label [ v i s i o n a r y )  t o  describe t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  

movement,  r e v e a l s  t o  a d e g r e e ,  a r e l u c t a n c e  t o w a r d s  u s i n g  

e x i s t i n g  c o n c e p t s  i n  the s o c i o l o g y  o f  r e l i g i o n  w h i c h  s a y  

a d e q u a t e l y  a p p r e h e n d  t h e  s o c i a l  rea L i t y  o f  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s .  

T h e  i n c r e a s i n g  n u ~ b e r  o f  R a s t a f a r i a n s  i e  E n g l a n d  has  a l s o  

g i v e n  rise t o  s e v e r a l  studies d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  movement i n  t h i s  

c o n t e x t  (e. g. Cashrgore ,  1979, ff ebdige, 1976) , C a s h m o r e *  s 

a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  is r o o t e d  i n  t h e  s o c i o l o g i c a l  

t r a d i t i o n ,  H e  u t i l i z e s  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  t h e  w o r k s  of P l i c l r ae l  
J1" 

B a r k u n  (1974) a n d  t h e  a n t h r o p o l o g i s t  I a n  J a r v i e  ( 1 9 7 2 ) -  

C a s h m o r e ' s  c o i n a g e  o f  t h e  term ' B a b y l o n i a n  c o n s p i r a c y *  s e r v e s  as 

a v a l u a b l e  tool i n  d e s c r i b i n g  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  the R a s t a f a r i a n  

a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d s  t h e  state a n d  t h e  wider  s o c i e t y ,  C a s h m o r e  a l s o  



e x p l o r e s  t h e  r o l e  of m u s i c  i n  s p r e a d i n g  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  m e s s a g e  

t o  West I n d i a n  b l a c k s  i n  E n g l a n d ,  F u r t h e r ,  h e  e x a m i n e s  t h e  

r e l a t i o n s h i p s  o f  t h e  a o v e m e n t  w i t h  o t h e r  g r o u p s  i n  s o c i e t y  s u c h  

a s  t h e  A s i a n  m i n o r i t y ,  t h e  p o l i c e ,  and w i t h  s u c h  'marginal' 

E n g l i s h  g r o u p s  as the S k i n h e a d s ,  t h e  Mods, a n d  the Punk Rockers. 

C a s h m o r e 8 s  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  movement i n  E n g l a n d  

s t a n d s  a s  a s i g n i f i c a n t  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  movement o u t s i d e  its 

i n d i g e n o u s  s e t t i n g ,  

T h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  studies of t h e  m o v e ~ e n t  w h i c h  l a c k  a n y  

t h e o r e t i c a l  g r c n n d i n g  but vhich p r o v i d e  d e t a i l e d  d e s c r i p t i o n s  of 

t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  l i f e s t y l e  a n d  b e l i e f  systea.  N i c h o l a s  a n d  

S p a r r o w ' s  p o p u l a r l y  o r i e n t e d  work f a l i s  i n  t h i s  c a t e g o r y  (1 979) , 

N i c h o l a s ' s  a c c o u n t  of t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  is b i a s e d  t o w a r d s  t h e  

p o s i t i v e  a s p e c t s  of R a s t a f a r i a n i s m ,  However ,  her c o n t r i k u t i o n  is 

a v a l u a b l e  o n e  i n  t h a t  i t  o f f e r s  a c o n c i s e  a n d  t h o r o u g h  a c c o u n t  

o f  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  w o r l d - v i e w  a n d  l i f e s t y l e ,  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  h e r  

s a m p l e  is d r a w n  from o n e  area, a n d  t h i s  is mos t  a p p a r e n t  i n  h e r -  

a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  myth o f  c r e a t i o n  w h i c h  is b a s e d  on 

o n e  g r o u p ' s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  a n d  is t h e r e f o r e  n o t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  

of o t h e r  j r o u p s  & i t b i n  t h e  novemen t ,  Yet h e r  t r e a t m e n t  o f  t h e  

R a s t a f a r i v s  i s  a s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h i s  body o f  

l i t e r a t u r e  based o n  t h e  d e t a i l e d  d i s c u s s i o n s  o f  k e y  R a s t a f a r i a n  

c o n c e p t s  s u c h  a s  t h e o c r a c y ,  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  

c o n s u m p t i o n  of meat, a n d  t h ~  B a s t a f a r i a n  u s e  o f  m a r i j u a n a .  

J o s e p h  O w e n s ' s  31 976) a p p r o p r i a t e 1  y t i t l e d  work ' D r e a d t  

a l s o  f a l l s  i n  t h i s  c a t e g o r y  o f  d e s c r i p t i v e  s t u d i e s  on t h e  



R a s t a f a r i a n  movement, E s s e n t i a l l y ,  this stud y  is a c o m p i l a t i o n  

o f  e t h n o g r a p h i c  d a t a  based an i n t e r v i e w s  with a p p r o x i m a t e l y  

s i x t y  R a s t a f a r i a n  g r o u p s  l o c a t e d  i n  v a r i o u s  p a r t s  o i  K i n g s t o n ,  

Jamaica. A s  s u c h  t h e  work o f fe rs  a w e a l t h  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  t h e  

form of 'raw d a t a 8  w h i c h  can be u t i l i z e d  f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  

v i a b l e  t h e o r e t i c a l  f r a ineworks  t h r o u g h  w h i c h  t h e  fhenomenon o f  

R a s t a f a r i a n i s a  c a n  b e  b e t t e r  u n d e r s t o o d ,  N e t t l e f o r d ' s  

i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  Owens's book  p r e s e n t s  a c o n c i s e  a c c o u n t  of t h e  

e v o l u t i o n  of t h e  raovenent  from a h i s t o r i c a l  and a n a l y t i c a l  

p e r s p e c t i v e ,  N e t t l e f o r d  stresses t h e  role of t h e  s l o v e e e n t  i n  

p r o v i d i n g  t h e  o p p e s s e d  b l a c k s  w i t h  a  s e n s e  o f  i d e n t i t y  and 

r a c i a l  p r i d e .  I n  this r e s p e c t ,  N e t t l e f o r d ' s  earlier t r e a t a e n t  o f  

t h e  movement  l 1972)  a l s o  e m ~ h a s i z e s  t h i s  i m p o r t a n c e  of 

R a s t a f a r i a n i s m  a s  a s o u r c e  of i d e n t i t y  a n d  racial  p r i d e .  

T h e r e  have been s e v e r a l  a t t e r a p t s  made i n  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  t o  

c o a p a r e  t h e  B a s t d f a r i a n s  o f  Jamaica w i t h  t h e  B l a c k  Muslims of 

t h e  O n i t e d  S t a t e s  (e-g.  B a r r e t t ,  1968, U a t s o n ,  1973).  Above a l l ,  

t h e s e  s t u d i e s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  b o t h  s o v e m e a t s  h a v e  a r i s e n  a s  a 

f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  o p p r e s s i v e  c o n d i t i o n s  p r e v a l e n t  i n  t h e  

p a r t i c u l a r  socieal c o n t e x t s .  T h u s ,  both movemen t s  e x p r e s s  p r o t e s t  

a n d  r e b e l l i o n  a g a i n *  t h e i r  r e s ~ e c t i v e  societies. 

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  a l s o  c o n t a i n s  a number of 

studies of t h e  a o v e m e n t  u n d e r t a k e n  b y  the R a s t a f a r i a n s  

t h e a s e l v e s  (e, g. C l a r k e ,  1 9 8 0 ,  McPher son ,  1980, Roue,  1980, 

T a f a r i ,  1 9 8 0 ) .  T h e s e  s t u d i e s  a r e  i n v a l u a b l e  i n  p r o v i d i n g  t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n  p e r s p e c t i v e  on d i f t e r e n t  i s s u e s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  



movement-  I n  so l ae  cases, t h e s e  s t u d i e s  a l s o  a t t e m p t  t o  c o r r e c t  

m i s c o n c e p t i o n s  i n  t b e  e x i s t i n g  l i t e ra tu re  (e. g ,  ~ l c P h e r s o n ,  1 9 8 0 ,  

Roue ,  1 9 d 0 ) .  

O t h e r  s t u d i e s  e x a m i n e  w i t h  w i d e l y  v a r y i n g  d e g r e e s  o f  

s o c i o l o g i c a l  e m p h a s i s  a n d  s o p h i s t i c a t i o n  t h e  * f o r m s  o f  J a h 8  ( t h e  

v a r i o u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a n d  l o o s e l y  s t r u c t u r e d  g r o u p s  e s t a b l i s h e d  

f o r  t h e  w o r s h i p  o f  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  d e i t y )  i n  o t h e r  areas of t h e  

C a r i b b e a n  ( e ,  g, A n s l e y ,  1981,  C a m b e l l ,  lY8Ob) ,  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

(e. g. Case, l 9 8 l ) ,  a n d  a i a o n g s t  a e s t  I n d i a n  g r o u p s  i n  C a n a d a  

{e -g .  W i l s o n ,  1 9 7 8 ) -  What s h o u l d  be  e a p h a s i z e d  is  t h a t  a g r e a t  

m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e s e  w o r k s  a r e  d i s c r e t e  s t u d i e s  of o n e  a s p e c t  of 

the R a s t a f a r i a n  l i f e s t y l e  e . g .  the u s e  of gan ja  ( A n s l e y ,  1 9 8 1 ) ,  

t h e  r o l e  of B U S ~ C  [ C l a c k e ,  1980,  Shibata ,  1 9 8 1 ) ,  o r  of t h e  

movement i n  o n e  g e o g r a p h i c a l  c o n t e x t  c o n s i d e r e d  i n  v i r t u a l  

i s o l a t i o n  f r o m  the rest (e.g, B a r r e t t ,  1977, Cashmore ,  1979, a n d  

Yawney, 1 9 7 9 ) -  

S t u d i e s  o f  the m o v e a e n t  u n d e r t a k e n  frcm a n  a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l  

or s o c i o l o g i c a l  ~ e r s p e c t i v e s  h a v e  l o o s e l y  d e f i n e d  t h e  moveraent 

a s  a ' r e l i g i o - p r o t e s t  c u l t *  ( K i t z i n g e r ,  1 9 6 6 ,  1969,  Simpson ,  

1 9 5 5 a ,  1955b, 1 9 6 2 )  , a s  a ' c u l t  of o u t c a s t s *  [ P a t t e r s o n ,  l 9 6 4 ) ,  
A a t  

a ' n t e s s i a n i c  c u l t 8  [ B a r r e t t ,  1968, 19771 ,  a * v i s i o n a r y  movement* 

[Yawmy,  1 9 7 9 ) ,  and Bore g e n e r a l l y  a s  a 8 c u l t * .  T h u s  f a r ,  n o  

s e r i o u s  e f f o r t  h a s  been wade t o  a n a l y z e  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  the 

moveaen t a s  it ~ e r t a i n s  t o  s u c h  t y p e s  of r e l i g i o u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  

a s  ' c u l t s '  o r  'sects', F u r t h e r m o r e ,  w h i l e  m o s t  r e s e a r c h e r s  h a v e  

n o t e d  t h e  d i v e r s i t y  t h a t  exists w i t h i n  t h e  movement - b o t h  i n  



terms o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  i n  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  a n d  p e r s o n a l  

c o m m i t m e n t ,  t h e y  h a v e  i n  t h e  final a n a l y s i s ,  t r e a t e d  t h e  

movement a s  a m o n o l i t h i c  e n t i t y  - a l b e i t  a l o o s e l y  o r g a n i z e d  

o n e -  I n  f a c t ,  some  r e s e a r c h e r s  h a v e  g o n e  a s  f a r  a s  t o  s a y  t h a t  

t h e  mcvement h a s  n o  s t r u c t u r e  b i n d i n g  it, w h i l e  o t h e r s  h a v e  

r e f e r r e d  t o  i t  a s  a * p o l y c e p h a l o u s *  s t r u c t u r e  (Yawney, IgYY), 

a n d  a s  h a v i n g  a ' c e l l u l a r '  o r g a n i z a t i o n  (McPher son ,  1983). 

- It is a p p a r e n t ,  f r o s  a n  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h i s  l i t e r a t u r e ,  

t h a t  c e r t a i n  f e a t u r e s  of t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  a o v e a e n t  b e l i e  its 

c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  a s  s i m p l y  a 'sect* o r  a c u l t g ,  ?!oreover, i t  is 

a l s o  a p p a r e n t  from t h e  r e c e n t  l i t e r a t u r e  i n  t h i s  a r e a  t h a t ,  i n  

c o n t r a s t  t o  most m i l l e n n i a 1  movemen t s  w h i c h  are s h o r t - l i v e d  o r  

which survive a s  a f u n c t i o n  of i n s t i t n t i o n a l i z a t i o n  (Zygmunt ,  

1 9 7 5 ) ,  the R a s t a f a r i a n  movement d i s p l a y s  a c o m ~ l e x  t y p e  of 

r e l i g i o u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  w h i c h  h a s  a l l o w e d  i t  t o  s u r v i v e  a n d  

e x g a n d  d r a m a t i c a l l y  in t h e  l a s t  f i v e  d e c a d e s ,  a n d  w h i c h  a t  t h e  

saDe time h a s  n o t  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  t o t a l  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z a t i o n  of ' 

t h e  i uoveaen t ,  

S i n c e  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  movement h a s  ( u i t t i n g l y  o r  

u n w i t t i n g l y )  b e e n  c o n c e p t u a l i z e d  a s  a a c u l t  i n  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e ,  
r*r 

a n  e x a ~ i n a t i o n  of the ' l i t e r a t u r e  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h i s  c o r t c e ~ t  is 

p o t e n t i a l l y  p e r t i n e n t  t o  a n  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  movement, # o r e o v e r ,  

i t  is c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  n a t u r e  of t h e  belief s y s t e n  

p l a c e s  s u c h  a n  a n a l y s i s  w i t h i n  t h e  framework of t h e  s o c i o l o g y  of 

r e l i g i o n ,  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  a c c o u n t  p r e s e n t s  a c r i t i ca l  r e v i e w  o f  

t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  t y p o l o g i e s  o f  r e l i g i o u s  



o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  e x e r c i s e  is t o  b r i n g  t o  l i g h t  

scme o f  t h e  i n n d e q u a c i e s  o t  current c o n c e p t u a l i z a t i o n s  o f  t h e  

movement a s  a ' c u l t ' ,  a n d  t o  o f f e r  o n e  p o t e n t i a l l y  v i a b l e  t o o l  

t h r o u g h  w h i c h  t o  a c c u r a t e l y  a p p r e h e n d  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  movement  

i n  its t o t a l i t y ,  

It m u s t  be e m p h a s i z e d  t h a t  a c o n c e p t u a l  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  o f  

t h e  l a b e l  of ' c u l t g  h a s  s o  f a r  b e e n  l a c k i n g  i n  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  o n  

t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s .  It would seem t h a t  t h e s e  r e s e a r c h e r s  h a v e  

e m ~ l o y e d  t h e  term * c u l t s  i n  a ~ o p u l a r  s e n s e  c o n n o t i n g  a l o o s e l y  

o r g a n i z e d  d e v i a n t  aovement .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e y  f a i l  t o  ~ ~ S C U S S  

t h e  s p e c i f i c  f e a t u r e s  o f  t h e  movement w h i c h  l e a d s  t o  i t s  

c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  a s  a * c u l t s  r a t h e r  t h a n  a 'sect'. T h a t  s u c h  a 

d e f i n i t i o n  f a 1  1s s h o r t  of a p p r e h e n d i n g ,  i n  a n  a c c u r a t e  manne r ,  

t h e  r e a l i t y  o f  t h e  v a r y i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  f o r m s  o i  t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n  movement c a n  be s e e n  fron t h e  r e v i e w  o f  t h e  

li t e r a t u r e  which f o l l o w s ,  

A c c o r d i n g  + Flax g e b e r ,  

However  i n c i s i v e  t h e  soc i a l  i n f l u e n c e s ,  e c o n o u i i c a l l  y a n d  
p o l i t i c a l l y  d e t e r m i n e d ,  lsay h a v e  b e e n  u p o n  a  r e l i g i o u s  
e t h i c  i n  a g a r t i c u l a r  case, i t  r e c e i v e s  its s t a m p  
p r i m a r i l y  f r o m  r e l i g i o u s  s o u r c e s ,  and, first o f  a l l ,  
f r o m  t h e  c o n t e n t  of its a n n u n c i a t i o n  a n d  i ts p r o m i s e .  
F r e q u e n t l y  t h e  v e r y  n e x t  g e a e r a t  i o n  r e i n t e r p r e t s  t h e s e  
a n n u n c i a t i o n s  and p r o a i s e s  i n  a f u n d a s e n t a l  f a s h i o n .  
S u c h  r e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  ad  j u s t  t h e  r e v e l a t i o n s  t o  t h e  
n e e d s  of t h e  . r e l i g i o u s  conaiaunity. I f  t h i s  o c c u r s ,  t h e n  
it is a t  leas t  u s u a l  t h a t  r e l i g i o u s  d o c t r i n e s  a r e  
a d j u s t e d  t o  r e l i g i o u s  n e e d s .  [ G e r t h  a n d  &ills, 
1946:270). 



M h i l e  r e l i g i o u s  movements  may a r i s e  a s  a  f n n c t i o n  of  t h e  

i n t e r a c t i o n  b e t w e e n  social ,  e c o n o m i c  and  r e l i g i o u s  v a r i a b l e s ,  

t h e i r  l a t e r  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n t o  s y s t e m a t i c  a n d  somewhat c l o s e d  

b e l i e f  s y s t e m s  i s  a c c o m p a n i e d  by t h e  e v o l u t i o n  o f  a  d i f f e r e n t  

t y p e  o f  r e l i g i o u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  Thus ,  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  of 

C h r i s t i a n i t y  f r o m  a r e l i g i o u s  s y s t e m  c a t e r i n g  t o  the f r i n g e  a n d  

d e p r i v e d  g r o u p s  o f  s o c i e t y ,  t o  a m jo r  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  a n d  

s t a t e  r e l i g i o n ,  reflects on t h i s  t r a n s i t i ~ n  i n  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  

foreas.  It is t h i s  c h a n g e  i n  t h e  t y p e s  of r e l i g i o u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  

t h a t  h a s  g e n e r a t e d  s t u d i e s  w i t h i n  the s o c i o l o g y  o f  r e l i g i o n  

d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h i s  i s s u e  ( H i l l ,  1 9 7 3 ) .  

T h e  l i t e r a t u r e  d e a l i n g  w i t h  i d e a l  t y p i c a l  c o n s t r u c t s  of 

r e l i g i o u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  steras f r o m  t h e  e a r l y  s t u d i e s  o f  Weber 

a n d  T r o e l t s c h  i n  t h i s  area, B o t h  # e b e r  a n d  T r o e l t s c h  m a i n t a i n e d  

t h a t  t h e  s o u r c e  of r e l i g i o n s  m o v e n e n t s  was a n  ' a u t h e n t i c  o n e a  

i .e .  i t  was a r e l i g i o u s  o n e ,  b u t  t h a t  l a t e r  d i s p a r i t i e s  a n d  

d i s t i n c t i o n s  a r o s e  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  m a n * s  t e n d e n c y  t o  d i s t o r t  a n d '  

s h a p e  d o c t r i n e  a ~ c o r d i n g  t o  h i s  own n e e d s  and  b e l i e f s  - a  

p r o c e s s  Y e k e r  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  ' e l e c t i v e  a f f  i n i t i e s a  (Weber, 1 9 3 0 ) .  

Weber c o n c e p t u a f i z e d  t h e  c h u r c h  and sect a s  b e i n g  L o c a t e d  a t  

e x t r e m e  e n d s  of a c o n t i a u u m .  T h e  l a t t e r  b e i n g  b a s e d  o n  t h e  

d e g r e e  a n d  t y p e  of s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  s u c h  t h a t  t h e  sect  w o u l d  

g r a d u a l l y  a c q u i r e  t h e  f e a t u r e s  of a c h u r c h  t h r o u g h  t h e  p r o c e s s  

o f  t h e  r o u t i n i z a t i o n  o f  c h a r i s w a .  T h i s  e n t a i l e d  a l o s s  of 

p e r s o n a l  c h a r i s n t a t i c  a u t h o r i t y  w i t h i n  t h e  sect which was t h e n  

r e p l a c e d  b y  c h a r i s m a  a t t a c h e d  t o  o f f i c e ,  T r o e l t s c h ,  i n  c o n t r a s t ,  



e n v i s i o n e d  the c h u r c h  a n d  sect a s  d i s t i n c t  ~ o l a r  types h a v i n g  a 

d i a l e c t i c a  1 rela t i o n s h i p ,  t h e  c o n f l i c t  of w h i c h  c u l m i n a t e d  i n  

t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  m y s t i c i s m  a s  a d i s t i n c t  t y p e  o f  r e l i g i o n  ( H i l l ,  

1973) - I t  i s  t h i s  c o n c e p t  o f  m y s t i c i s m  w h i c h  s e r v e s  a s  a 

d e p a r t u r e  p o i n t  f o r  l a t e r  f o r m u l a t i o n s  of t h e  c o n c e ~ t  o f  c u l t  

(e. g. C a m p b e l l ,  1'372, 1977, N e l s o n ,  1969, a n d  K a l l i s ,  1 5 7 5 ) -  

S u b s e q u e n t  writers h a v e  a d v a n c e d  a m u l t i t u d e  o f  v a r i a t i o n s  

oa t h e s e  o r i g i n a l  W e b e r i a n  c o n c e p t s  of sect a n d  c h u r c h ,  a n d  o n  

T r o e l t s c h f s  r e l a t e d  c o n c e p t u a l i z a t i o n s  of sect, c h u r c h  and 

m y s t i c i s m ,  However ,  w h i l e  t h e s e  l a t e r  c o n c e p t u a l i z a t i o n s  v a r y  

v i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e i r  e m p h a s i s  cn d i f f e r e n t  facets o f  r e l i g i o u s  

o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  a  c o n s e n s u s  does a p p e a r  t o  e x i s t  i n  t h e  

l i t e r a t u r e  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  i d e a l  t y p i c a l  f e a t u r e s  of t h e  c u l t ,  a n d  

sect. 

T h e  c o n s e n s u s  on  t h e  c r i t e r i a  t h a t  d e f i n e  a  sect i s  b a s e d  

o n  s u c h  i d e a l  t y p i c a l  s e c t a r i a n  f e a t u r e s  a s  a n  a g g r e s s i v e  

r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  w o r l d ;  a self  c o n c e p t  o f  the c o l l e c t i v e  

m e m b e r s h i p  a s  t h e  ' g a s h e r e d  r e a n a n t  or  t h e  elect o f  God '; a 

l o c u s  of a u t h o r i t y  wh ich  is c e n t r e d  w i t h i n  t h e  sect, u s u a l l y  i n  

t h e  form of p e r s o n &  c h a r i s m a t i c  a u t h o r i t y ;  its t o t a l i t a r i a n  

h o l d  o v e r  t h e  a e a b e r s h i p ;  its r e q u i r e a e n t  of some e x t e r n a l  form 

of comre i t i aea t  o n  t h e  p a r t  of t h e  m e m b e r s h i p ;  a n d  f i n a l l y ,  i ts 

a t t i t u d e  a n d  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  s a l v a t i o n  ( B e r g e r ,  

1954, # a l l i s ,  1975, Yinger, 1 9 7 0 ) -  I n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  a b o v e  

f e a t u r e s ,  W i l s o n  (1969 ,  1970,  1 9 7 3 ) .  h a s  f o r m u l a t e d  a seven f o l d  

t y p o l o g y  o f  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f  sects b a s e d  o n  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  



a t t i t u d e  t o  t h e  w o r l d  a s  m a n i f e s t e d  by t h e  sect. A s i d e  f r o m  t h e  

h i g h  d e g r e e  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of s e c t a r i a n  g r o u p s ,  a n o t h e r  k e y  

d i f e r e n t i a t i n y  f e a t u r e  of m o s t  sects, a s  o u t l i n e d  b y  W i l s o n ,  i s  

t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  e m e r g e d  f r o m  a ' s ~ l i t '  w i t h  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  

mainst reain r e l i g i o u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  Whi le t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  

movement a p p r o x i m a t e s  t o  the W i l s o n ' s  i d e a l  t y p i c a l  

R e v o l u t i o n i s t  sec t ,  t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  g r o u p s  e x t a n t  i n  t h e  

a o v e ~ e n t  w h i c h  a p p r o a c h  W i l s o n ' s  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  a n  

I n t ~ o v e r s i o n i s t  sect, I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  r a n g e  o f  g r o u p s  p r e s e n t  

i n  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  movement d i s p l a y  a a r k e d l y  varying a t t i t u d e s  

t o  t h e  w o r l d  a n d  i n t e r p r e t  t h e  g o a l  of ' s a l v a t i o n *  i n  d i f f e r e n t  

ways. Thus, i t  can b e  a r g u e d  t h a t  w h i l e  W i l s o n ' s  t y p o l o g y  does 

h a v e  solae b e a r i n g  o n  t h e  E t a s t a f a r i a n  movement ,  t h e  l a t t e r  a l s o  

e x h i b i t s  o t h e r  f e a t u r e s  w h i c h  a p p r o x i l a a t e  more c l o s e l y  t o  o t h e r  

t y p e s  o f  r e l i g i o u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  

On t h e  a  g e n e r a l  l e v e l ,  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  movement d o e s  c o t  

a p p r o a c h  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  i d e a l  t y p e  o f  sect, 

Y h i l e  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  c o n s i d e r  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  b e  t h e  ' c h o s e n o  of 

God o r  the ' t r u e  I s rae l i tea ,  a n d  d i s p l a y  a n  a t t i t u d e  o f  

a v o i d a n c e  a n d  a c u v e  a g g r e s s i o n  t o w a r d s  t h e  w i d e r  s o c i e t y ,  

(which is v i e w e d  a s  Babylon), t h e  moveaent  a s  a w h o l e  does n u t  

p o s s e s s  a h i g h  l e v e l  o f  i n t e r n a l  o r g a n i z a t i c n ,  o r  e x h i b i t  t h e  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  e x c l u s i v i t y ,  t o t a l i t a r i a n i s ~ ,  and a c e n t r a l  

c h a r i s m a t i c  l o c u s  of a u t h o r i t y  w h i c h  is l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  

movement ,  a n d  w h i c h  e x e r c i s e s  power  o v e r  t h e   embers ship. 

F u r t h e r ,  t h e  l e v e l  of comrtii tment e x p r e s s e d  by R a s t a f a r i a n s  is 



n o t  o v e r t  o r  b a s e d  o n  a n y  e x t e r r a l  r i t u a l -  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  

i n d i v i d u a l  R a s t a f a r i a n s  d i s p l a y  v a r y i n g  d e g r e e s  of commi tmen t  

w h i c h  a r e  b a s e d  e r t i r e l y  o n  t h e i r  own v 0 1 i t i . c n  a n d  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  b e l i e f  s y s t e m .  I n s o f a r  a s  a ' s p l i t *  from 

t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  r e l i g i o u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  is c o n c e r n e d ,  t h e  

e m e r g e n c e  o f  R a s t a f a r i a n i s m  i n  J a m a i c a  c o i n c i d e d  w i t h  t h e  

a p p e a r a n c e  of a v i d e  v a r i e t y  of o t h e r  r e l i g i o u s  g r o u p s  w h i c h  

a l s o  d i f f e r e d  d r a s t i c a l l y  f r o m  t h e  ~ a i n s t r e a m  r e l i g i o u s  

t r a d i t i o n s ,  i n s o f a r  a s  o n e  c a n  b e  d e f i n e d ,  

A b l a n k e t  c o n c e p t u a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  a o v e a e n t  a s  

a *sect1 d o e s  n o t  t a k e  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  c e r t a i n  i n t e g r a l  

i e a t u r e s  of the movement w h i c h  a i l i t a t e  a g a i n s t  t h i s  t y p e  o f  

c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .  Above a l l ,  t h e  o v e r a l l  l o o s e l y  a r t i c u l a t e d  

t h e o l o g y  of t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  d o e s  n o t  a p p r o a c h  t h a t  of t h e  ideal. 

t y p i c a l  sect, A l t h o u g h  it m u s t  be n o t e d  t h a t  c e r t a i n  g r o u p s  

w i t h i n  t h e  movement d o  a p p r o x i m a t e  t h e  s e c t a r i a n  t y p e  o f  

r e l i g i o u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  t h e  mveraent  a s  a whole  c a n n o t  he 

d e s c r i b e d  a s  a 'sect' e s p e c i a l l y  i n  l i g h t  o f  t h e  c o n v e r s i o n  

p r o c e s s  it e s p o u s e s ,  a n d  t h e  i n d i v i d u a ~ i s t i c  c r i e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  

m e m b e r s h i p  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e i r  i n t e r p r e t a t i p o  a n d  p r a c t i c e  of 

t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  f a i t h ,  

S i n c e  m o s t  o f  t h e  s t u d i e s  cn t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  movement h a v e  

t y p i f i e d  the l a t t e r  a s  a * c u l t 1 ,  a n  e x a a i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  

f o r m u l a t i o n s  of t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  ' c u l t *  is  p a r t i c u l a r l y  c o g e n t  i n  

a n  a n a l y s i s  w h i c h  s e e k s  t o  k e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  s o c i a l  r e a l i t y  

of t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  movement. The p r e v a i l i n g  c o n c e p t u a l i z a t i o n  of 



the terra ' c u l t 1  i n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  l i t e r a t u r e  stresses i t s  h i g h l y  

f l u i d ,  e p h e m e r a l ,  and  d e v i a n t  n a t u r e  (e,y, C a m p b e l l ,  1 9 7 2 ,  1 9 7 7 ,  

N e l s o n ,  1969, Wallis, 1975, a n d  Y i n g e r ,  1 9 6 9 ) .  o t h e r  r e s e a r c h e r s  

h a v e  i n c o r p o r a t e d  t h e  e l e m e n t s  of i n d i v i d u a l i t y ,  m y s t i c i s m ,  a n d  

t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  of a n  ecstatic e x p e r i e n c e  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  i d e a l  

t y p i c a l  f e a t u r e s  o f  a c u l t ,  T h e s e  i d e a l  t y p i c a l  f e a t u r e s  a r e  

c l e a r l y  d e r i v e d  f r c m  T r o e l t s c h a s  o r i g i n a l  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  

n y s t i c i s a a ,  N y s t i c i s a ,  w i t h i n  T r o e l t s c h ' s  f r a m e w o r k  {which  i t  

mus t  be n o t e d  was r e s t r i c t e d  t o  C h r i s t e D d o a l ,  a n d  wh ich  was 

l a r g e l y  e x t r a p o l a t e d  from t h e  p o s i t i o n  of C h r i s t i a n i t y  i n  

a e d i e v a l  E u r o p e ) ,  ref lects  a h i g h l y  i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c  o r i e n t a t i o n  

t o w a r d s  t h e  search f o r  s a l v a t i o n .  T h e  m y s t i c  is h i m s e l f  t h e  

l o c u s  of a u t h o r i t y ,  T h e  ~ y s t i c  s e e k s  u n i t y  i n  d i v e r s i t y ,  w i t h  

t h e  p a r a m o u n t  aim o f  ach ie l r r ing  u n i o n  w i t h  t h e  Godhead ,  The  p a t h  

of t h e  m y s t i c  i s  t h e r e f o r e  a s y n c r e t i s t i c  o n e  s i n c e  a l l  p a t h s  

are c o n s i d e r e d  t o  l e a d  t o  t h e  s a a e  s o u r c e .  T h e  m y s t i c  a t t e m p t s  

t o  c a r v e  out a p a t h  f o r  h i m s e l f ,  d r a w i n g  from t h e  r e l i g i o u s  

t r a d i t i o n s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  h i n ,  T r o e l t s c h  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  m y s t i c i s a  

a s  a r e l i g i o n  w a s  o n l y  s u i t a b l e  t o  t h e  t as tes  of the u p p e r  

classes s i n c e  t h e y  alone c o u l d  a f f o r d  t o  i n d u l g e  i n  the time 

c o n s u m i n g  c o n t e m p l a t i v e  a c t i v i t i e s  i n h e r e n t  i n  m y s t i c i s m ;  

f u r t h e r ~ o r e ,  i t  is o n l y  @embers o f  t h e  u p p e r  classes uho a r e  

l i t e r a t e  e n o u g h  to  e n j o y  t h e  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  o f  t h e  e s o t e r i c  

d i m e n s i o n s  of t h e   reva ailing r e l i g i o u s  t r a d i t i o n s ,  

W h i l e  l a t e r  r e s e a r c h e r s  have drawn f r o m  T r o e l t s c h ' s  

c o n c e p t i o n  o f  m y s t i c i s n ,  a n d  h a v e  d e f i n e d  its c o r r e s p o n d i n g  t y p e  



of r e l i g i o u s  o r y a n i z a t i c n  a s  t h a t  o f  c u l t ,  t h e y  h a v e  i n  t h e  

p r o c e s s  a c c e n t u a t e d  some f e a t u r e s  a t  t h e  e x p e n s e  of o t h e r s .  

T r o e l t s c h l s  e m ~ h a s i s  on  i n d i v i d u a l i t y ,  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  h e  

d e n i e d  t h e  m y s t i c q s  need  f o r  c o l l e c t i v e  c o n g r e g a t i o n ,  h a s  b e e n  

a c c e n t u a t e d  by o t h e r s  i n  t h e i r  c o n c e p t n a l i z a t i o n  o f  c u l t  [ e . g .  

M a r t i n ,  1965, Yinger, 1970) .  T h e s e  a u t h o r s  h a v e  e x t e n d e d  t h e  

p r i n c i p l e  o f  i n d i v i d u a l i t y  t o  t h e  d e g r e e  t h a t  c u l t s ,  w i t h i n  

t h e i r  f r a a e u o r k s ,  a r e  m o b i l i z e d  o n  the b a s i s  of a n  

i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c  c o n c e p t i o n  of s a l v a t i o n .  S e c o n d l y ,  o t h e r  

writers, (e.9.  l e l s o n ,  1969, Wallis, 1975) , h a v e  emphasized t h e  

s h o r t  l i f e s p a a  of c u l t s .  

W i t h i n  t h e  B a s t a f a r i a n  movement,  the c o n c e p t i o n  o f  

s a l v a t i o n  is c l e a r l y  a c o l l e c t i v e  o n e ,  a n d  n o t  i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c  

i n  t h e  s e n s e  d e n o t e d  b y  f i a r t i n  a n d  Y i n g e r ,  C o l l e c t i v e  s a l v a t i o n  

f o r  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  t a k e s  t h e  form o f  r e p a t r i a t i o n  e n  masse a n  

e v e n t  w h i c h  w i l l  b e  i n s t i g a t e d  by the a e s s i a h  - H a i l e  S e l a s s i e ,  

a n d  w h i c h  w i l l  be  p r e c e d e d  by t h e  c a t a c l y s m i c  o v e r t h r o w  o f  t h e  

e x i s t i n g  world o r d e r ,  Hoveve r ,  there a re  s o w  i n d i v i d u a  1 

R a s t a f a r i a n s  who e s p o u s e  an  i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c  c o n c e p t i o r ,  of 

s a l v a t i o n ,  b u t  t h i s  c o n c e p t i o n  is not r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of t h e  

movement  a s  a who le ,  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  movement h a s  

n o t  o n l y  s u r v i v e d  its i n i t i a l .  p e r i o d  of i n c u b a t i o n  i n  J a m a i c a ,  

b u t  h a s  grown a n d  e x p a n d e d  t o  a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s c a l e  o v e r  t h e  

l a s t  f i f t y  y e a r s .  

B a r t i n  (19651 ,  a l so  a r g u e s  t h a t  c u l t s  emerge when 

i n d i v i d  ua 1s w i t h  common beliefs come t o g e t h e r ,  T h i s  i n d i c a t e s  



t h a t  t h e s e  common b e l i e f s  f o r m  o n l y  a p a r t  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  

t o t a l  l i f e s t y l e .  Fience, t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  l i f e  is n o t  g u i d e d  b y  

his * c u l t i c  b e l i e f s * .  T h e  c u l t ,  t h e n ,  o n l y  i n f l u e n c e s  o n e  

s e g m e n t  of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  l i f e ,  T h i s  line o f  a r g u m e n t ,  t h o u g h  

n o t  e x p l i c i t l y  s t a t e d ,  i m p l i e s  t h a t  ' f l y i n g  s a u c e r  c u l t s *  a r e  

s imi l a r  t o  o t h e r  r e l i g i o u s  c u l t s  s u c h  a s  t h e  S p r i t u a l i s t s ,  A l s o  

i ~ p l i c i t  i n  H a r t i n ' s  a r g u m e n t  is the c o n t e n t i o n  t h a t  the 

h i s t o r i c a l  o r i g i n s  of t h e  c u l t ' s  b e l i e f  s y s t e m  a re  o f  n o  

c o n s e q u e n c e  to  cult weabers, T h e  B a s t a f a r i a n s  a s  a w h o l e ,  

c o n s i d e r  t h e i r  r e l i g i o u s  belief s y s t e t a  a s  being t o t a l l y  

e n c a p s u l a t i n g  s u c h  t h a t  R a s t a f a r i a n i s m  becomes a way of l i f e -  

T h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  ' r e a s o n i n g '  s e s s i o n s  draw members t o g e t h e r  t o  

d i s c u s s  a n d  d e b a t e  L i b l i c a l  p r o p h e c i e s  a s  well a s  p r e s e n t  d a y  

e v e n t s ,  T h e s e  in•’ ormal g a t  h e r i n g s  a r e  a l s o  g e a r e d  t c w a r d s  

discussing p r o b l e m a t i c  aspects of t h e  b e l i e f  s y s t e a  a n d  t h e  

i n d i v i d u a l  member's e x p e r i e n c e s  a s  a R a s t a f a r i a n -  T h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n s  t h u s  share a c o a a o n  w o r l d - v i e w  and n o t  merely a * 

belief s y s t e m  w h i c h  i n f l u e n c e s  or p e r t a i n s  t o  o n l y  o n e  aspect of 

t h i e r  l i v e s ,  R o r e o v e r ,  t h e i r  h i s t c r y  of o p p r e s s i o n  a n d  

p e r s e c u t i o n  s e r v e s  t o  create a s e n s e  of c o l l e c t i v e  i d e n t i t y  

w h i c h  s u r p a s s e s  t h a t  which  nap  be  found i n  H a r t i n ' s  ideal type 

o f  c u l t .  

Some c o n t e a p o r a r  y  writers (e, g ,  C a a t p b e l l ,  1972,  N e l s o n ,  

1969, Swatos, 1981) , h a v e  made s e r i o u s  e f fo r t s  t o  a c a d e m i c a l l y  

' p u r g e *  the n e g a t i v e  c o a i ~ o t a t i o n s  of t h e  c o n c e p t  of c u l t .  I n  a n  

e f f o r t  t o  a v o i d  t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  p i t f a l l  o f  c l a s s i f y i n g  a l l  c u l t s  



a s  e p h e m e r a l ,  N e l s o n  h a s  p o s i t e d  t h r e e  t y p e s  of  c u l t s ,  T h e  

c r i t e r i a  h e  u t i l i z e s  t o  d e s c r i b e  a  c u l t  e n c o m p a s s  some  o f  t h e  

ea r l i e r  f o r m u l a t i o n s ,  N e l s o n f s  (1959) c o n t r i b u t i o n  is t h a t  c u l t  

members  h a v e  t o  e x p e r i e n c e  a a y s t i c a l  o r  ecstat ic  s t a t e  of 

c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  N e l s o n  a l s o  s t a t e s  t h a t  c u l t s  e m e r g e  from a  s p l i t  

w i t h  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  r e l i g i o u s  s y s t e m ,  a n d  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  

c o n t e n t  of t h e  c u l t t s  b e l i e f  s y s t e m  t e n d s  t o  b e  r a d i c a l l y  

d i f f e r e n t  from t h a t  o f  t h e  t r a d i t  i o n a  1 r e l i g i o u s  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  

W h i l e  it may b e  t r u e  t h a t  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  b e l i e f  s y s t e m  

d i f f e r s  r a d i c a l l y  f r o a  t r a d i t i o n a l  C h r i s t i a n i t y  a s  p r a c t i c e d  i n  

t h e  A n g l i c a n ,  B a p t i s t ,  o r  f l e t h o d i s t  c h u r c h e s  i n  J a a a i c a ,  a 

closer e x a m i n a t i o n  of t h e  J a a a i c a n  r e l i g i o u s  a i l i e u  r e v e a l s  t h a t  

t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  i n  t h i s  form, a n o n g s t  t h e  lower 

class  b l a c k s  i s  n o t  u n r i v a l l e d ,  R a t h e r ,  o t h e r  r e l i g i o u s  g r o u p s  

e m b o d y i n g  a n  A f r o - C h r i s t i a n  s y n c r e t i s m  are s t r o n g  c o m p e t i t o r s  

f o r  n e m b e r s  a n d  e x e r c i s e  i n f l u e n c e  a s o n g s t  t h i s  s e c t o r  of t h e  

p o p u l a t i o n .  T h e  f a c t  t h a t  s u c h  d i v e r s e  r e l i g i o u s  a n d  

q u a s i - r e l i g i o u s  g r o u p s  e x i s t e d  p r i o r  t o  t h e  g e n e s i s  of t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n  n o v e m e n t  raises t h e  i s s u e  that i f  R a s t a t a r i a n i s m  

e m e r g e d  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  a s h a r p  b r e a k ,  w h a t  t h e n  d i d  i t  * s p l i t t  

f r o m ?  

W h i l e  a n  o v e r a l l  l a b e l l i n g  of t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  movement a s  a 

c u l t  is p r e v a l e n t  i n  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  o n  t h e  movement,  i t  c a n  b e  

a r g u e d  t h a t  t h i s  l a b e l  o f  * c u l t q  is c l e a r l y  a m i s n o a e r  when u s e d  

t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e  movement a s  a w h o l e .  Yet, ' c u l t i c t  f e a t u r e s  a r e  

a p p a r e n t  w i t h i n  some  sectors o f  the movement ,  e s p e c i a l l y  



c o n s i d e r i n g  the i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  c o n v e r s i o n  

p r o c e s s ,  a n d  t h e  free do^ o f  i n t e r ~ r e t a t i o n  a n d  commi tmen t  o n  t h e  

p a r t  of  t h e  m e m b e r s h i p ,  I n  t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  

movement seems t o  c o n t a i n  c e r t a i n  s e c t a r i a n  f e a t u r e s  a n d  o t h e r  

c u l t i c  f e a t u r e s ,  w h i c h  p l a c e s  t h e  movement  a s  a w h o l e  s c m e w h e r e  

i n  t h e  ~ i d d l e  o f  t h e  c u l t - s e c t  c o n t i n u u m :  t h e  Latter b e i n g  b a s e d  

o n  t h e  d e g r e e  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n  a n d  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  g r o u p  

b o u n d a r i e s ,  

T h e r e  are s e v e r a l  o t h e r  t h e o r e t i c a l  f o r m u l a t i o n s  w h i c h  

a p p r o a c h  t h e  t y p o l o g i e s  o f  r e l i g i o u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  f r o m  

d i f f e r e n t  p i n t s  of d e p a r t u r e ,  An e x a m p l e  is B e r g e r g s  t r e a t m e n t  

o f  t h e  s e c t - c h u r c h  t y p o l o g y  from a p h e n o a e n o l o g i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e  

( H i l l ,  1973) . B e r g e r  j 1954, 1958) , b a s e s  h i s  t y p o l o g y  o n  t h e  

i n n e r  a e a n i n g  a n d  s i g n i f i c a n c e  t h a t  p a r t i c i p a n t s  a t t r i b u t e  t o  

and  d e r i v e  f r o m  r e l i g i o u s  pbenomeaa ,  A c c o r d i n g  t o  h im,  the sect 

r e p r e s e n t s  a n  o r i e n t a t i o n  t o w a r d s  r e l i g i o u s  phenomena a s  b e i n g  

i m m e d i a t e  a n d  a s  p r e v a i l i n g  i n  a l l  r e l i g i o u s  g a t h e r i n g s ,  T h e  

c h u f c h ,  b y  c o n t r a s t ,  is d e f i n e d  o n  t h e  basis t h a t  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  

' s p i r i t r  is f e l t  t o  b e  remote, B e r g e r ,  v i e w s  t h e  sect a s  being 

c l o s e r  t o  t h e  * s a c r e d (  core of r e l i g i o n s  b e l i e f ,  a n d  t h e  c h u r c h  

a s  b e i n g  closer t o  t h e  * p r o f a n e 1  a n d  s e c u l a r  c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  

w o r l d  a t  l a r g e  ( H i l l ,  1973).  Berger a l s o  s t a t e s  t h a t  w h i l e  t h e  

sec t  c o n t a i n s  a n  i n n e r  l o c u s  of p e r s o n a l  c h a r i s m a t i c  a u t - h o r i t y ,  

t h e  c h u r c h  e m b o d i e s  a n  o f f i c e  t y p e  of charismatic a u t h o r i t y .  

M h i l e  B e r g e r l s  i d e a l  t y p i c a l  sect  is b a s e d  on t h e  W e b e r i a n  

m o d e l ,  t h i s  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  * s a c r e d 1  a n d  ' p r o f a n e 1  



s i t u a t e s  t h e  R a s t a t a r i a n  m o v e ~ e n t  closer t o  t h e  i d e a l  t y p e  o f  

sect-  T h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  a r e  c o n s t a n t l y  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  ' s p i r i t  

o f  J a h l  a s  b e i n g  t h e  guiding f o r c e  i n  t h e i r  l i v e s ,  a s  well a s  

p r e v a i l i n g ,  i n  a n  immediate s e n s e ,  i n  t h e i r  r i t u a l s  a n d  

g a t h e r i n g s .  

T h e  t h e o r y  o f  r e l a t i v e  d e p r i v a t i o n  has a l so  been u t i l i z e d  

by  s o c i o l o g i s t s  o f  r e l i g i o n  t o  e x p l a i c  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  

d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f  r e l i g i o u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  G l o c k  a n d  S t a r k  

(1969)  d e l i n e a t e  f i v e  d i s t i n c t  t y p e s  of d e p r i v a t i o n  w h i c h  result 

i n  n e a b e r s h i p  a f f i l i a t i o n  w i t h  f o u r  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f  r e l i g i o u s  

o r g a n i z a t i c n s ,  Hence, t h e  t y p e  o f  d e p r i v a t i o n  s u f f e r e d  b y  a n  

i n d i v i d u a l  o r  g r o u p  l e a d s  t o  a s u b s e q u e n t  a f f i l i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  

t y p e  o f  r e l i g i o u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a t  ca ters  t o  t h a t  d e p r i v a t i o n ,  

W i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  of sects and c u l t s ,  S l o c k  a n d  

S t a r k  m a i n t a i n  t h a t  e c o n o m i c  d e p r i v a t i o n  is r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  

e m e r g e n c e  of sects,  while * p y c h i c 8  d e p r i v a t i o n  is a major 

d e t e r g i n a n t  f o r  t h e  f o r m t i c n  of c u l t s  ( W a l l i s ,  1975). l a  t h e  

case of t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s ,  the h i s t o r i c a l  a c c o u n t  o u t l i n e d  

earl ier  d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h a t  the b l a c k s  i n  Jamaica d u r i n g  the 

1930 's  f a c e d  both e c o n o m i c  a n d  p s y c h i c  d e p r i v a t i o n ,  I f  o n e  v e r e  

t o  a c c e p t  t h e  r a t h e r  m e c h a n i s t i c  t h e o r y  a d o a n c e d  by G l o c k  and  

S t a r k ,  the R a s t a f a r i a n  rnovenent  s h o u l d  a p p r o x i r a a t e  t o  b o t h  the 

i d e a l  t y p e  of sect a n d  cult, The fact t h a t  t h e  a o v e ~ e n t  e x h i b i t s  

t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of sect a n d  cult types of r e l i g i o u s  

o r g a n i z a t i o n s  d e m n s t r a t e s  t h e  c o - e x i s t e n c e  o f  these 

d e p r i v a t i o n s  i n  s o c i a l  r e a l i t y ,  



W i t h i n  t h e  movement i n  Jamaica a n d  E n g l a n d ,  t h e r e  is a l s o  a  

d e g r e e  o f  m e m b e r s h i p  a f f i l i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  E t h i o p i a n  O r t h o d o x  

Church ,  T h e  l a t t e r  is n o t  a R a s t a f a r i a n  i n s t i t u t i o n  a s  s u c h ,  b u t  

c l a i m s  R a s t a f a r i a n s  a s  p a r t  of t h e  t o t a l  membersh ip ,  T h e  b r a n c h  

o f  t h e  E t h i o p i a n  O r t h o d o x  C h u r c h  i n  Jamaica was f o r m e d  a s  a 

result o f  o n e  of t h e  r e c o n m e n d a t i o n s  of t h e  1960 r e p o r t .  I n  

terms of t h e  t y p o l o g i e s  of r e l i g i o u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  t h e  

E t - h i o p i a n  O r t h o d o x  C h u r c h  a p p r o x i m a t e s  t h e  i d e a l  t y p e  o f  

d e n o m i n a t i o n .  I t  d o e s  n o t  claim to h a v e  a o n o p o l y  o v e r  s a l v a t i o n ,  

is f a i r l y  t o l e r a n t  o f  o t h e r  r e l i g i o u s  g r o u p s  i n  s o c i e t y ,  a n d  

g e n e r a l l y  d i s p l a y s  a  reformist s t a n c e  [ E a r t i n ,  1962). I t  is 

c l e a r  from t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s ,  who a t t e n d  t h e  s e r v i c e s  of t h e  

E t h i o p i a n  O r t h o d o x  C h u r c h ,  t h a t  t h e y  a t t a c h  t h e i r  own s u b j e c t i v e  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  to  these s e r v i c e s . 2  

An e x a m i n a t i o n  of t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  o n  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  

a o v e m e n t  r e v e a l s  t h a t  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  t r a d i t i o n  c o n t a i n s  v a r i o u s  

g r o u p s  t h a t  a p ~ r o x i m a t e  t h e  i d e a l  t y p e s  of c u l t  a n d  sect. W h i l e  

t h e  moveotent a s  a who le ,  does n o t  a p p r o a c h  t h e  i d e a l  t y p e s  o f  

e i t h e r  sect o r  c u l t ,  t h e  v a r i o u s  s u b g r o u p s  e x t a n t  i n  t h e  

~ s o v e m e n t  m a n i f e s t  i d e a l  t y p i c a l  f e a t u r e s  o f  s p e c i f i c  t y p e s  of 

r e l i g i o u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a s  the c u l t  and  sect. T h e  q u e s t i o n  t h e n  

r e m a i n s  a s  t o  w h i c h  t y p  of r e l i g i o u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  s e r v e s  b e s t  ------------------ 
2 I n f o r m a l  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  w i t h  R a s t a f a r i a n s  i n  P iontego  B a y  a n d  
K i n g s t o n ,  r e v e a l s  t h a t  a f f i l i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  S t h i o p i a n  O r t h o d o x  
C h u r c h ,  r e p r e s e n t s  t o  t h e s e  members  a d i r e c t  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  
Enaperor Raile S e l a s s i e .  P e r s o n a l  o b s e r v a t i o ~ s  a l s o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  
t h e  l e v e l  o f  c o n a i t m e n t  e x p r e s s e d  b y  t h e s e  members  r e s e ~ b l e s  t h e  
d e e p  c o m a i t u i e n t  of mos t  s e c t a r i a n s  t o  t h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r  r e l i g i o u s  
g roup .  ( J a r t t a i c a ,  J u l y ,  1983).  



t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  movement a s  a who le  w h i l e  s t i l l  

t a k i n g  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of t h e  v a r i o u s  s u b g r o u p s  

w i t h i n  i t .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  i d e a l  t y p e s  of sect a n d  c u l t ,  there a r e  

s e v e r a l  o t h e r  t y ~ o l o g i e s  wh ich  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  p r o c e s s  of c h a ~ g e  

from o n e  t y p e  o f  r e l i y i c u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t o  a n o t h e r ,  Wallis 

( 1 9 7 5 ) ,  a t t r i b u t e s  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  f r o m  c u l t s  t o  sects a s  

r e s u l t i n g  from a s h i f t  i n  t h e  l o c u s  of a u t h o r i t y  f r o m  t h a t  w h i c h  

is l o c a t e d  e x t e r n a l l y  t o  t h e  g r o u F  t o  a n  i n t e r n a l  l o c u s  o f  

a u t h o r i t y .  The p r e s e n c e  o f  c o m p e t i n g  a n d  i n t e r p e n e t r a t i n g  

r e l q i o n s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  w i t h i n  o n e  g r o u p  h a s  b e e n  a s c r i b e d  t o  

t h i s  p r o c e s s  of t r a n s i t i o n  from o n e  t y p e  o f  r e l i g i o u s  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  t o  a n c t h e r  (e. g. I s c h i e ,  1 9 6 7 ) .  T h e  a s s u s p t i o n  is 

t h a t  i t  i s  o n l y  d u r i n g  t h i s  p r o c e s s  o f  t r a n s i t i o n  t h a t  c o m p e t i n g  

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  forms e m e r g e ,  a n d  t h a t  o v e r  a g e r i o d  of time, a s  

t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  c h a n g e  c o m e s  t o  a n  e n d ,  t h e s e  c o m p e t i n g  f o r m s  

m e r g e  i n t o  one r e s u l t i n g  t y p e  of r e l i g i o u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  

I t  c a n  be  a r g u e d ,  o n  this b a s i s ,  t h a t  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  

movement  m a n i f  es ts  v a r i o u s  tjl ~ e s  o f  c o m p e t i n g  r e l i g i o u s  

o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a s  a f u n c t i o n  of its t r a n s i t i o n  from a c u l t  t o  a 

sect, Gn t h e  o t h e r  hand ,  a r e l i g i o u s  t r a d i t i o n  way g i v e  rise t o  

varying f o r m s  of o r g a n i z a t i o n s  w h i c h  d o  not n e c e s s a r i l y  m e r g e  

i n t o  one m o n o l i t h i c  e n t i t y .  I n  t h e  case of t h e  u a s t a f a r i a n  

movement ,  some  of t h e s e  p r e c i p i t a t i n g  f o r m s  h a v e  s u r v i v e d  o v e r  

t h e  l a s t  f o r t y  y e a r s ,  a n d  i n  s o m e  cases have d e v e l o p e d  i n t o  

o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  forms i n d e p e n d e n t  o f  t h e  movement a s  a 



whole ,  

A r a t h e r  r e c e n t  a n d  r e l a t i v e l y  u n t e s t e d  c o n c e p t  h a s  e m e r g e d  

i n  the l i t e r a t u r e  on  t h e  t y p o l o g i e s  o f  r e l i g i o u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  

w h i c h  p o t e n t i a l l y  s e r v e s  a s  a n  h e u r i s t i c  d e v i c e  i n  a p p r e h e n d i n g  

t h e  s o c i a l  r e a l i t y  o f  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  movement ,  T h i s  is t h e  

c o n c e p t  o f  t h e  ' m y s t i c  c o l l e c t i v i t y 1  as  a d v a n c e d  by C a m p b e l l  

(1977) .  T h i s  c o n c e p t  t i e s  t o g e t h e r  t h e  r e l i g i o n  o f  m y s t i c i s m  a s  

f o r m u l a t e d  b y  T c o e l t s c h ,  a n d  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  s o c i a l  

c o l l e c t i v i t i e s  a s  a d v a n c e d  by P a r s o n s  a n d  M e r t o n  a m o n g s t  o t h e r s ,  

However, i n  f o r m u l a t i n g  t h e  c o n c e p t  of t h e  m y s t i c  c o l l e c t i v i t y ,  

C a m p b e l l  h a s  a p p l i e d  a s p e c i f i c  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  t o  T r o e l t s c h ' s  

o r i g i n a l  f o r m u l a t i o n  o f  m y s t i c i s m ,  The l a t t e r ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  

T r o e l t s c h ,  c o n s t i t u t e d  a stream o f  r e l i g i o u s  t h o u g h t ,  w h i c h  

r e s i d e d  w i t h i n  a p a r t i c u l a r  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f  s y s t e m  a n d  w h i c h  

c o u l d ,  under c e r t a i n  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  b r e a k  o f f  f r o m  t h e  

t r a d i t i o n a l  r e l i g i o n  a n d  e s t a b l i s  t i tself  a s  a c o m p r e h e n s i v e  

b o d y  o f  t h o u g h t  a n d  a s y s t e m a t i z e d  set  of beliefs, e .g .  t h e  

H i n d u  m y s t i c a l  b e l i e f s  o f  t h e  B r a h m i n s ,  t h e  S u f i  t h o u g h t  of t h e  

P e r s i a n  P l u s l i m s ,  a n d  t h e  m y s t i c a l  beliefs of  t h e  Domin ican  a n d  

P s a n s i c a n  O r d e r s ,  In i ts w i d e s t  s e n s e ,  T r o e l t s c h  a r g u e d  t h a t  

m y s t i c i s m  was a u n i v e r s a l  phenomenon. C a a p b e i l 8 s  u s e  o f  

a y s t i c i s ~  is d e r i v e d  f r o a  t h e  i ~ l l o w i n y  a c c o u n t  o n  ' Y y s t i c i s w  

a n d  t h e  P h i l o s o p h y  o f  R e l i g i o n 1  g i v e n  by  T r o e l t s c h :  

., , ~ t y s t i c i s m  r e a l i z e s  t h a t  i t  i s  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  
r e l i g i o u s  p r i n c i p l e ;  i t  sees i t s e l f  a s  t h e  r ea l  
u n i v e r s a l  h e a r t  of a l l  r e l i g i c n ,  of which t h e  v a r i o u s  
m y t h - f o r m s  are  ~ e r e l y  a n  o u t e r  g a r m e n t ,  I t  r e g a r d s  
i t s e l f  as  t h e  means of r e s t o r i n g  a n  i m m e d i a t e  u n i o n  w i t h  
God; it f e e l s  i n d e p e n d e n t  o f  a l l  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  r e l i g i o n ,  



a n d  p o s s e s s e s  a n  e n t i r e  i n w a r d  c e r t a i n i t y ,  w h k h  m a k e s  
i t  i n d i f f e r e n t  t o w a r d s  e v e =  _kind cf reliqi02s -- -------- -- ___ __ 
f e l l o v s h i ~ ,  T h i s  i s  i t s  f u n d a s e n t a l  a t t i t u d e ;  i t  d o e s  ----- 
n o t  v a r y  w h e t h e r  t h e  m y s t i c  a d h e r e s  e x t e r n a l l y  t o  t h e  
r e l i g i o u s  c o m a u n i t y  o r  n o t .  H e n c e f o r w a r d  u n i o n  w i t h  God, 
d e i f i c a t i o n ,  s e l f - a n n i h i l a t i c n ,  b e c o m e s  t h e  r e a l  a n d  
o n l y  s u b j e c t  o f  r e l i g i o n ,  {1960:73U, my e m p h a s i s ) ,  

T r o e l t s c h  a d d s  t h a t  t h i s  m y s t i c ~ l  o r i e n t a t i o n  b e c o m e s  

c o n c r e t e  when i t  is a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  a s y s t e m a t i c  body  of b e l i e f s  

e x p l a i n i n g  t h e  e l e m e n t s  of c a u s a t i o n ,  p r o c e s s  a n d  c o m p l ~ t i o n ,  

T h i s  i m p l i e s  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of a b o d y  of t h o u g h t  d e a l i n g  w i t h  a 

t h e o r e t i c a l  f r a m e w o r k  o u t l i n i n g  t h e  r e a s o n s  l o r  t h e  i n i t i a l  

e s t r a n g e m e n t  f r o m  Cod, t h e  F r o c e s s  whereby u n i o n  c a n  b e  

a c h i e v e d ,  a n d  t h e  c o n t e n t / e x p e r i e n c e  of t h i s  f i n a l  g o a l  o f  

u n i o n ,  The d e v e l o p m e n t  of s u c h  a body of thought c u l m i n a t e s  w i t h  

t h e  e m e r g e n c e  o f  t h a t  s y s t i c a l  t h o u g h t  a s  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  

r e l i g i o u s  p h i l o s o p h y ,  a n d  t h u s  becomes, 

-. . i n d e p e n d e n t  of c o n c r e t e  p o p u l a r  r e l i g i o n ,  ti meless 
a n d  n o n h i s t o r i c a l ,  a t  most c o n c e a l e d  under h i s t o r i c a l  
s y m k o l s ,  t h e  o n l y  v a l i d  i n t e r ~ r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  
p r o c e s s ,  under  w h a t e v e r  f o r m  i t  may be c l o t h e d .  
[1960:735) , 

R y s t i c i s a ,  a s  o u t l i n e d  a b o v e ,  a p t l y  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  g e n e r a l  

t e n o r  o f  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  b e l i e f  s y s t e m ,  t h e  o n l y  d i f f e r e n t  

f a c t o r  b e i n g  t h a t  * u n i o n t  is p e r c e i v e d  a s  b e i n g  t e r res t r ia l  a n d  

v i a  g e o g r a p h i c  p r o x i ~ i t y  t o  t h e  a e s s i a h .  T h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  

a l r e a d y  c l a i s  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  i n  c o n s t a n t  t o u c h  w i t h  t h e  s p i r i t  of 

Ja h. N o n e t h e l e s s ,  while t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  b e l i e f  s y s t e m  is closely 

a k i n  t o  t h a t  of T r o e l t s c h l s  c o n c e p t  of ~ y s t i c a l  t h o u g h t ,  t h e  

movement a s  a w h o l e  d i s ~ l a y s  o t h e r  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  w h i c h  are 

b e s t  d e s c r i b e d  t y  t h e  c o n c e p t  of s o c i a l  c o l l e c t i v i t i e s .  T h e  l a c k  

of a n e e d  f o r  f e l l o w s h i p ,  w h i c h  T r o e l t s c h  ~ o i n t e d  ou t ,  is absent 
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w i t h i n  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  movement. Yet, T r o e l t s c h  r e c o g n i z e d  t h a t  

t h e  'human f r a i l t y *  f o r  c o E p a n i o n s h i p  was F r e s e n t  e v e n  i n  t h e  

m y s t i c ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  of some s o r t  o f  l o o s e l y  

o r g a n i z e d  g r o u p s ,  N o n e t h e l e s s ,  t h e  d e g r e e  o f  o r g a n i z a  t i o n  

b e t w e e n  t h e s e  members of  t h e  ' i n v i s i b l e  c h u r c h '  was low a n d  

e p h e m e r a l ,  a n d  w h a t e v e r  i n t e r a c t i o n  o c c u r r e d ,  was m o t i v a t e d  

p u r e l y  on t h e  g r o u n d s  of  b a s i c  human n e e d s  a n d  o t h e r  s e c u l a r  

c o n s i d e r a t i o n s ,  

g h a t e v e r  o r g a n i z e d  forms it ( m y s t i c i s m )  d o e s  a d o p t  are 
loose a n d  p r o v i s i o n a l ,  @ere c o n c e s s i o n s  t o  human 
f r a i l t y ,  w i t h o u t  a n y  s e n s e  o f  i n w a r d  n e c e s s i t y  a n d  
D i v i n e  i n s p i r a t i o n .  Its i n d i v i d u a l i s m ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  
d i f f e r s  e n t i r e l y  f r o m  t h a t  o f  t h e  sect, ., I n s t e a d  t h e r e  
is s i ~ p l y  a p a r a l l e l i s m  of s ~ o n t a n e o u s  r e l i g i o u s  
p e r s o n a l i t i e s ,  whose o n l y  b o n d  o f  u n i o n  is t h e i r  comaon 
D i v i n e  o r i g i n ,  t h e i r  common s p i r i t  of l o v e ,  a n d  t h e i r  
a n i o n  i n  God, w h i c h  is t h e  f r e e  a n d  i n v i s i b l e  work of 
the D i v i n e  S p i r i t ,  ( T r o e l t s c h ,  3960:7413) , 

W h i l e  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  Bovement  d o e s  c o n t a i n  g r o u p s  which  

can be d e s c r i b e d  a s  r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  * a  p a r a l l e l i s m  of s p o n t a n e o u ~  

r e l i g i o u s  p e r s o n a l i t i e s q ,  t h e r e  a re  o t h e r  g r o u p s  w i t h i n  t h e  

movement w h i c h  a re  h i g h l y  o r g a n i z e d  a n d  t i g h t l y  bound ,  Yet t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n  belief s y s t e r  is h i g h l y  p e r m e a t e d  w i t h  t h e  e l e m e n t s  

o f  m y s t i c a l  t h o u g h t  a s  i d e n t i f i e d  b y  T r o e l t s c h .  However ,  t h e  

h i s t o r i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e  of s l a v e r y  a n d  c o l o n i a l i s m  is a c r u c i a l  

f a c t o r  i n  t h e  b e l i e f  s y s t e m  of t h e  movement ,  a n d  a v i t a l  f a c t o r  

i n  i t s  e c h a t o l o g i c a l  e x p e c t a t i o n s  ( i , e ,  t h e  f i n a l  r e v e r s a l  i n  

power  b e t w e e n  t h e  k l a c k s  a n d  t h e  w h i t e s ) ,  Even  the p e r s e c u t i o n  

s u f f e r e d  by t h e  b r e t h r e n  s e r v e s  t o  u n i t e  t hem i n  g r o u p s  which 

are n o t  a s  l o o s e l y  bound a s  T r o e l t s c h ' s  c o n c e p t  of  m y s t i c i s m  

seems t@ s u g g e s t ,  However ,  T r o e f t s c h  was d i s c u s s i n g  p u r e  f o r m s  



i n  a u c h  t h e  same v e i n  a s  U e h e r ' s  c o n c e p t u a l  t o o l s  o f  i d e a l  

t y p e s ,  Yet, t h e  p i c t u r e  t h a t  e m e r g e s  f r o m  T r o e l t s c h  ls d i s c u s s i o n  

o f  m y s t i c i s m  i s  t h a t  t h e  l a t t e r  is o t h e r - w o r l d l y  i n  i t s  

o r i e n t a t i o n ,  a n d  m o r e o v e r ,  abs t rac t  i n  its body  o f  b e l i e f s .  

C a n p b e l l ,  d r a w i n g  f r o l a  T r o e l t s c h ,  a r g u e s  t h a t  a l t h o u g h  

m y s t i c i s m  i n  a n d  of i tself  d o e s  n o t  r e s u l t  i n  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  of 

g r o u p s  a n d  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  i t  d o e s  r e s u l t  i n  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  

c o l l e c t i v i t i e s ,  T h e s e  h e  d e f i n e s  a s :  

, , . c o n s i s t  [ i n g ]  cf t h o s e  p e o ~ l e  who h a v e  a  s e n s e  o f  
s o l i d a r i t y  by v i r t u e  of s h a r e d  common v a l u e s  a n d  who 
h a v e  also a c q u i r e d  an a t t e n d a n t  s e n s e  cf moral 
o b l i g a t i o n  t o  f u l f i l l  common role e x p e c t a t i o n s ,  C l e a r l y  
t h e  a d h e r e n t s  t o  s p i r i t u a l  a n d  m y s t i c  r e l i g i o n  
c o n s t i t u t e  j u s t  s u c h  a c o f l e c t i v i t y  i n  t h a t  t h e y  s h a r e  
common v a l u e s  - d e r i v e d  from a  common w e l t a n s c h a u u n g  - a 
common d e f i n i t i o n  o f  t h e i r  r e l i g i o u s  ' d u t i e s  *, 
(1977:385) , 

C a m ~ b e l l  h a s  t h u s  m a r r i e d  t h e  c o n c e p t s  of m y s t i c i s m  a n d  s o c i a l  

c o l l e c t i v i t i e s  i n  h i s  c o n c e ~ t  o f  t h e  ' ~ y s t i c  c o l l e c t i v i t y g .  This 

h e  g o e s  on t o  d e s c r i b e  as b e i n g  b o u n d  b y  a common r e l i g i o u s  

w o r l d - v i e w ,  common r o l e  e x p e c t a t i o n s ,  s e n s e  o f  d u t y  a n d  common 

b e l i e f s ,  Be s t a t e s  t h a t  w h i l e  t h e  c o l l e c t i v i t y  is bound by t h e s e  

c o s a o n  d e n o m i n a t o r s ,  t h e  d e g r e e  o f  i n t e r p e r s o n a l  i n t e r a c t i o n  a n d  

c o h e s i v e n e s s  d o e s  n o t  r e s e m b l e  o t h e r  t i g h t  fy o r g a n i z e d  g r o u p s  

s u c h  a s  sects, R a t h e r ,  C a n t p t e l l  a r g u e s  t h a t  v i t h i n  t h i s  

c o l l e c t i v i t y ,  o n l y  a p o r t i o n  maybe  i n v o l v e d  i n  ' d i r e c t t  

c o m t a u n i c a t i o n ,  t h e  rest of t h e  merabe l s h i p  is i n v o l v e d  i n  

i n d i r e c t a  c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  **, , ,of t h e  k i n d  l a e d i a t e d  by t h e i r  

r e a d e r s h i p  o f  the s a m e  b o o k s  a n d  m a g a ~ i n e s . ~  (l977:385), 
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T h e  m o s t  i n t e r e s t i n g  a s p e c t  o f  C a m p b e l l ' s  a r g u m e n t  is h i s  

i n s i s t e n c e  t h a t  t h e  m y s t i c  c o l l e c t i v i t y  c a n  f o r =  a b a s e  f o r  t h e  

f o r m a t i o n  of o t h e r  g r o u p s  wh ich  may b e  p r e c i p i t a t e d  f r o m  t h i s  

c o l l e c t i v i t y  b y  o t h e r  f a c t o r s ,  a n d  w h i c h  may o v e r  time e i t h e r  

m e r g e  b a c k  i n t o  t h e  s u b s t r a t u m  o f  t h i s  c o l l e c t i v i t y  o r  d i e  o u t .  

E x t e n d i n g  t h i s  l i n e  o f  a r g u m e n t  e v e n  f u r t h e r ,  t h e  m y s t i c  

c o l l e c t i v i t y  may b e  u s e d  t o  d e s c r i b e  a n  o v e r a l l  l o o s e l y  

m g a n i z e d  r e l i g i o u s  t r a d i t i o n  h e l d  t o g e t h e r  by  t h e  common 

d e  nominat c r s  of wor ld -  view,  b e l i e f  s y s t e m ,  a n d  role 

e x p e c t a t i o n s ,  b u t  which h a r k o u r s  w i t h i n  i t  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  f o r m s  wh ich  may a p ~ r o x i m a t e  t o  t h e  i d e a l  t y p e s  o f  

sects  a n d  c u l t s ,  

I n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c h a p t e r ,  a n  a t t e m p t  w i l l  b e  made to  assess 

t h e  u t i l i t y  o f  t h i s  c o n c e p t  o f  m y s t i c  c o l l e c t i v i t y  i n  r e l a t i o n  

t o  R a s t a f a r i a n i s m  and its u t i l i t y  i n  p r o v i d i n g  a b e t t e r  and more 

c o m p r e h e n s i v e  a n a l y s i s  of the foras of Jah ( t h e  v a r i o u s  

o r g a n i z a t i o n s  p r e c i ~ i t a t e d  f r o m  t h e  a o v e m e n t  which  a r e  t a sed  o n  * 

t h e  w o r s h i p  of t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  d e i t y  Hai le  S e l a s s i e ) .  

I n  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  d i s c u s s i o n  cf t h e  i d e a l  t y p e s  o f  sect a n d  

c u l t ,  a n  a t t e m p t  was  a a d e  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e i r  u t i l i t y  i n  a n  

a n a l y s i s  of B a s t a f a r i a n i s m ,  While the aim was ~ o t  t o  seek f o r  a n  

e x a c t  ' f i t *  between t h i s  facet of soc i a l  r e a l i t y  and t h e  type 

c o n s t r u c t ,  i t  was f o u n d  t h a t  R a s t a f a r i a n i s m  i n  its t o t a l i t y  d i d  

not  a p p r o x i m a t e  t o  t h e  i d e a l  t y p e  o f  sect o r  c u l t ,  R a t h e r ,  i t  is 

a p p a r e n t  from t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  t h a t  t h e  v a r i o u s  s u b g r o u p s  e x t a n t  

i n  the movement a p p r o a c h  more  c l o s e l y  t h e  i d e a l  types o f  sect 



a n d  c u l t .  A r e l a t i v e l y  r e c e n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t y p o l o g i c a l  

d i s c u s s i o n s  of t h e  v a r y i n g  f o r m s  o f  r e l g i o u s  b e l i e f s  a n d  

i n s t i t u t i o n s  e x h i b i t s  ~ o t e n t i a l  i n  d e s c r i b i n g  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  a 

more c o m p r e h e n s i v e  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  movement a n d  t h e  

v a r y i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  forms w i t h i n  it. T h e  f o l l o w i n g  c h a p t e r  

e n t a i l s  t h e  u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  t h i s  c o n c e p t  of  t h e  m y s t i c  

c o l l e c t i v i t y  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  t r a d i t i o n ,  



IV, The H y s t i c  C o l l e c t i v i t y  of the Bastafarians 

S i n c e  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  of the movement i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 3 0 s ,  

t h e r e  h a v e  been s e v e r a l  s u h g r o u p s  e x t a n t  w i t h i n  it, Some of 

t h e s e  g r o u p s  h a v e  b e e n  t i g h t l y  o r g a n i z e d  a l o n g  s e c u l a r  l i n e s ,  

h a v i n g  a p r e s i d e n t ,  s e c r e t a r y ,  etc. ( S i m p s o n ,  1 9 5 5 a ,  19 55b). 

O t h e r s ,  h a v e  n a n i f e s t e d  c o a m u n i t a r i a n  t y p e s  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n  such 

a s  H o w e l 1 3 s  commune - P i n n a c l e  [Barrett, 1 9 7 7 ) ,  a n d  P r i n c e  

Entrtlanuel 's  colttntunity o f  t h e  Bobo Shantis [ B c P h e r s o n ,  1 9 8 3 ) .  

T h e s e  s u b g r o u p s  a l s o  v a r y  i n  terms of t h e i r  c r i e n t a t i o n  and 

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  t r a d i t i o n ,  It is a p p a r e n t  f r o m  

a n  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  on  the R a s t a f a r i a n s  t h a t  two 

d o s i n a n t  o r i e n t a t i o n s  e x i s t  i n  t h e  m o v e n e a t ,  T h e s e  can g e n e r a l l y  

he d e f i n e d  a s  t h e  ~ o l i t i c a l  a n d  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  o r i e n t a t i o n s  

{ A l b n q u e r q u e ,  1977). 

T h e  movement c a n  b e  c o n c e p t u a l i z e d  a s  a continuum o f  

g r o u p s ,  O n e  e x t r e m e  of t h i s  c c n t i n u m  i s  o c c u p i e d  w i t h  t h e  

p u r e l y  p o l i t i c a l l y  o r i e n t e d  g r o u p s  w h i c h  a re  a f f i l i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n  ntoventent, w h i l e  a t  t h e  other end a r e  the strictly 

r e l i g i o u s  g r o u p s ,  a o b i l i z e d  a r o u n d  a more a e s s i a n i c  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  b e l i e f  system, E x a m p l e s  of 

e x t r e m i s t  g r o u p s  w o u l d  b e  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  flovetnent A s s o c i a t i o n  

a t  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  e n d  o f  t h e  s p e c t r u m ,  and  the O r d e r  of t h e  

W y a h b i n g h i  a t  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  end o f  t h e  s p e c t r u m ,  Be tween  t h e s e  

t w o  e x t r e m e s ,  t h e r e  a re  s e v e r a  f o t h e r  v a r i a n t  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  



e x t a n t  w i t h i n  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  mcvement.  However ,  what mus t  b e  

e m p h a s i z e d  is t h a t  t h e  v a r i a b i l i t y  a n d  s o p h i s t i c a t i o n  of  t h i s  

c o n t i n u u m  d i f f e r s  i n  o t h e r  a reas  o f  t h e  w o r l d ,  T h e  p r e s e n t  

d i s c u s s i o n  of t h i s  b r o a d  r a n g e  o f  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  is drawn  f r o m  

t h e  J a m a i c a n  v a r i a n t  of t h e  movement. An e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  

v a r y i n g  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  w i t h i n  the movement i n  J a m a i c a  i s  o f  

p a r t i c u l a r  i n t p o r t a n c e  s i n c e  t h e  m o v e m e n t ' s  s p r e a d  and s u r v i v a  1 

i r  o t h e r  p a r t s  of the w o r l d  is, t o  a l a r g e  e x t e n t ,  i n f l u e r i c e d  b y  

f a c t o r s  o c c u r r i n g  i n  t h e  J a m a i c a n  form o f  R a s t a f a r i a n i s m .  

W i t h i n  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  a o v e m e n t ,  t h e r e  a r e  groups t h a t  

p e r c e i v e  E i a i l e  S e l a s s i e  a s  t h e  Son o f  God,  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  

d i v i n e  G o d h e a d  H i m s e l f ;  there a r e  o t h e r s  t h a t  treat Haile 

S e l a s s i e  a s  J a h  H i m s e l f ;  a n d  t h e r e  a r e  t h o s e  t h a t  p e r c e i v e  

t h e m s e l v e s  a s  being ' C h i l d r e n  o f  J a h ' ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  R a s t a f a r i a n s .  

A s i d e  f rorri t h e s e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s ,  t h e r e  a r e  

i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  are  close1 y a f f i l i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  E t  h i o p i a n  

O r t h o d o x  Church, still  o t h e r s  f o r m  t h e  core of t h e  N y a h h i n g h i  

O r d e r ,  some R a s t a f a r i a n s  b e l o n g  t o  t h e  ' p c l i t l c a l  ly' o r i e n t e d  

g r o u p s  s u c h  a s  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  Flovelaent A s s o c i a t i o n ,  w h i l e  sane 

i n d i v i d u a l s  ref u s e  t o  a l i y  n  t h e m s e l v e s  w i t h  any f o r s a l l y  

o r g a n i z e d  g r o u p .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e r e  are i n d i v i d u a l s  who s t y l e  

t h e m s e l v e s  a s  R a s t a f a r i a n s ,  b u t  who f a i l  t o  e x h i b i t  t h e  

b e h a v i o u r  p a t t e r n s  d i c t a t e d  b y  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  b e l i e f  systea, 

I n  terms o f  t h e  e x t e r n a l  s i g n s  of i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  a n d  

a f f i l i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  movement,  there a r e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  who wear 

d r e a d l o c k s ,  eat I t a l  f o o d ,  e n g a g e  i n  t h e  r i t u a l i z e d  c o n s u a t p t i o n  



of m a r i j u a n a ,  a n d  read the bible. I n  g e z e r a l ,  there a r e  some 

i n d i v i d u a l s  w i t h i n  t h e  a o v e m e n t  t h a t  f o l l o w  a l l  t h e  r u l e s  

p r e s c r i b e d  by  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  l i v i t y .  However ,  there a r e  o t h e r  

R a s t a f a r i a n s  who e x h i b i t  n o n e  o f  t h e s e  e x t e r n a l  s y m b o l s  o f  

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ,  Even w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  

f o o d ,  c l o t h i n g  a n d  a t t i t u d e ,  there are  b r e t h r e n  who ref use t o  

e a t  a n y  f o r m  of flesh, w h e t h e r  i t  b e  f i s h ,  p o u l t r y ,  o r  meat, 

Then t h e r e  a re  t h o s e  b r e t h r e n  who c o a p r o t u i s e  a n d  i n c l u d e  f i s h  i n  

t h e i r  d i e t .  W i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  sxnoking g a n  ja, t h e r e  a r e  i n d i v i d u a l  

R a s t a f a r i a n s  v h c  c o n s u m e  g a n j a  i n  a v a r i e t y  of ways, i.e. i n  

f o o d ,  teas a n d  t h r o u g h  s m o k i n g ,  T h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  brethren who 

r e f u s e  t o  b u r n  g a n j a  a n d  c o n s u m e  it p r i m a r i l y  t h r o u g h  c o o k i n g  i t  

i n  t h e  food a n d  brewing it, S t i l l  o t h e r  R a s t a f a r i a n s  c o m p l e t e l y  

a b s t a i n  f r o m  gan  ja c o n s u m p t i o n ,  a l t h o u g h  t h i s  is uncommon. 1. 

T h i s  l ist o f  v a r i a t i o n s  is f a r  frcm c o m p l e t e  a n d  a p p l i e s  t o  

v i r t u a l l y  e v e r y  aspect of t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  l i v i t f  a n d  b e l i e f  

s y s t e m ,  

N o n e t h e l e s s ,  t h e r e  are some a s p e c t s  of B a s t a f a r i a n i s m  w h i c h  

are ccmtaon to a l l  t h e s e  g r o u p s ,  T h e s e  i n c l u d e  t h e  w e a r i n g  of t h e  

E t h i o p i a n  c o l o u r s ,  r e d ,  g o l d  a n d  g r e e n ;  t h e  c o n s o n  a t t r a c t i o n  t o  

R e g g a e  n u s i c ;  a n d  t h e  common u s a g e  of t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  d i a l e c t  - 
I lec t ,  I n s o f a r  a s  t h e  d i e t a r y  laws are c o n c e r n e d ,  t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n s  a b s t a i n  f r o m  e a t i n g  pork, T h i s  is  t h e  o n l y  

------------------ 
l K i t z i n g e r s s  s t u d i e s  on t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  raovement 11966, 1 9 6 9 ) ,  
a r e  t h e  o n l y  s o u r c e s  w h i c h  wake t h i s  o b s e r v a t i o n ,  I n  mos t  cases, 
h o w e v e r ,  t h e  u s e  of a a r i j u a n a  h a s  b e e n  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  b e i n g  
s y n o n y m o u s  w i t h  R a s t a f a r i a n i s m  



u n i v e r s a l  f o o d  ~ r o b i b i t i o n  i n  e f f e c t .  

T h e  u n d e r l y i n g  b a s i s  cf c o m m o n a l i t y  i s  r o o t e d  i n  a 

d e f i n a b l e  R a s t a f a r i a n  a t t i t u d i n a l  c o m p l e x ,  Common a t t i t u d e s  

i n c l u d e  a t e n d e n c y  t o w a r d s  t h e  n a t u r a l  a s  o p ~ o s e d  t o  t h e  

s y n t h e t i c  o r  p r o c e s s e d  e l e m e n t s  o f  any phenomenon;  a n d  

f u r t h e r m o r e ,  a n  i n g r a i n e d  b e l i e f  i n  t h e  s u p e r i o r i t y  o f  

R a s t a f a r i a n i s m  w h i c h  t r a n s l a t e s  i n t o  a self c o n c e p t i o n  of  b e i n g  

o n e  of t h e  ' e lec t*  o r  ' r e m n a n t '  o f  God, a n d  a f u n d a m e n t a l  b e l i e f  

i n  t h e  s u p e r i o r i t y  o f  t h e  black race. T h e  p r o b l e m a t i c  a s p e c t  o f  

t h e s e  c c m n o o  d e n o a i n a t o r s  is the r e s p o n s e  t h e y  s t i m u l a t e  i n  t h e  

rest o f  s o c i e t y  which is t o  a l a r g e  d e g r e e  a n t i - E a s t a ,  So, 

a l t h o u g h  R a s t a f a r i a n  a r g o t  is u s e d  a s  a f a s h i o n a b l e  i n s t r u m e n t  

by t h e  J a t n a i c a n  y o u t h  t o  show t h a t  t h e y  are stool*, t h e  o v e r a l l  

a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d s  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  is n e g a t i v e  a t  b e s t ,  T h e r e  is  

n o  d o u b t  t h a t  t h e  u s e  of I t a l  f o o d ,  R e g g a e  m u s i c ,  c l o t h e s  a n d  

o t h e r  a p p a r e l  b e a r i n g  t h e  E t h i o  ~ i a n  c o l o u r s ,  a n d  t h e  p e n e t r a t i o n  

o f  t h e  f l e c k  i n t o  c o l l o q u i a l  s p e e c h  i s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  

g o v e r n m e n t ' s  c o o p t a t i o n  p o l i c i e s  d e s i g n e d  t o  d r a i n  t h e  

a i l l e n n i a l  f e r v o u r  o f  t h e  m v e m e n t  by making i t  o n e  oZ Jamaica's 

t o u r i s t  a t t r a c t i o n s ,  Yet, i n  a s e n s e ,  t h i s  c o o p t a t i o n  d e v i c e  h a s  

a l s o  s e r v e d  a n o t h e r  p u r p o s e ,  It has made t h e  o r g a n i z e d  

R a s t a f a r i a n  g r o u p s  wary  of i n d i v i d u a l s  uho u t i l i z c  t h e  

movemen t ' s  belief s y s t e m ,  a n d  its s y m b o l s  o f  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  

p e r s o n a l  e n d s .  T h u s ,  some  of t h e s e  s u b g r o u p s  h a v e  c l e a r l y  

d e f i n e d  t h e i r  b o u n d a r i e s ,  a d m i t t i n g  only members  a n d  a s s o c i a t e s  

who are f a a i l i a r ,  N o n e t h e l e s s ,  t h e  s o l i d a r i t y  b e t w e e n  t h e  



d i f f e r e n t  s u b g r o u p s  a n d  b e t w e e n  i n d i v i d u a l  R a s t a f a r i a n s  is 

u n d e n i a b l e .  U s u a l l y ,  a  R a s t a f a r i a n  is a b l e  t o  d i s c e r n  t h e  

a u t h e n t i c i t y  o f  a n o t h e r  R a s t a f a r i a n  b y  ' r e a s o n i n g '  w i t h  h i m .  

This p r o c e s s  o f  i n t e r a c t i o n  i n v o l v e s  a  t y p e  of i n f o r m a l  t e s t i n g  

o f  t h e  p e r s o n a s  k n o w l e d g e  a b o u t  t h e  b e l i e f  s y s t e m  a n d  h i s  

p o s i t i o n  o n  c e r t a i n  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  i s s u e s  s u c h  a s  b i r t h  c o n t r o l ,  

d e a t h ,  a s p e c t s  of t h e  l i v i t y ,  etc, 

I n  t h e  w i d e s t  s e n s e  o f  t h e  term, t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  c a n  b e  

c l a s s i f i e d  a s  a s o c i a l  c o l l e c t i e i t y ,  However ,  i n  a n a r r o w  a n d  

s p e c i f i c  s e n s e ,  R a s t a f a r i a n i s ~  c o n s t i t u t e s  more t h a n  a s o c i a l  

c o l l e c t i v i t y  f o r  t h e  v e r y  r e a s o n  t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d  g r o u p s  d o  

i n t e r a c t  w i t h  e a c h  o t h e r  a n d  are s p r e a d  o u t  i n  terns of 

g e o g r a p h i c a l  d i s t a n c e .  f n t h i s  l i g h t ,  R a s t a f a r i a n  g r o u p s  a n d  

i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  w o r l d  h a v e  a s t r o n g  link of 

c c m a u n i c a t i o n  w i t h  g r o u p s  i n  daniaica. T h a t  t h e s e  l i n k s  a r e  n o t  

b a s e d  j u s t  on p r i m a r y  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  n u r t u r e d  o v e r  l o n g  p e r i o d  o f  

time a n d  a s  a f u n c t i o n  o f  k i n s h i p  o r  o t h e r  t i e s  is c l e a r l y  

a p ~ a r e n t  f r o m  o b s e r v a t i o n s  a n d  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e ,  T h e  u n e q u i v o c a l  

a t  t e m p t s  t o  l c o l l e c t i v i z e a  t h e  aove ieen t  t h r o u g h  s u c h  m e c h a n i s m s  

a s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n g r e s s e s  a n d  w i d e l y  p u b l i c i z e d  r i t u a l i s t i c  

e v e n t s  p o i n t s  t o  a n  i n h e r e n t  need o f  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o m ~ u n i  t y  t o  e s t a b l i s h  g r o u p  b o u n d a r i e s  a n d  

enhance g r o u p  s o l i d a r i t y .  The  c o n s t a n t  p r o c e s s  of ' f u s i o n  a n d  

f i s s i o n *  of g r o u p s  w i t h i n  this c o l l e c t i ~ i t  1 a l s o  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  

c o m ~ l e x i t y  o f  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  movement a n d  r e f l e c t s  the h i g h  

l e v e l  of i n t e r a c t i o n  b e t w e e n  i n d i v i 4 u a l s  a n d  g r o u p s ,  u h i c h  i n  



i t s e l f  is a  p r e c o n d i t i o n  f o r  t h i s  p r o c e s s  o f  ' f i s s i c n  a n d  

f u s i o n * .  Even t h e  d i f f u s i o n  of t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  t r a d i t i o n ,  which 

t h o u g h  it h a s  b e e n  f a c i l i t a t e d  b y  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  of l i t e r a t u r e  

o n  t h e  movement,  is a  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h i s  n e t w o r k  of i n t e r a c t i o n s  

a n d  c o e t m u n i c a t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  ~ a s t a f a r i a  n  c o m m u n i t y  a s  a u h o l e ,  

It is a p p a r e n t  f r o s t  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  o n  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  t h a t  

w h i l e  v a r i a t i o n s  i n  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  e x i s t  a n d  a r e  i a o b i l i z e d  i n  

t h e  farm o f  g r o u p s  - e a c h  e s p o u s i n g  a s p e c i f i c  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  

a n d  o r i e n t a t i o n  - t h e  root  of t h e i r  b e l i e f s  a n d  c r i e n t a t i o n s  c a n  

b e  t r a c e d  t o  o n e  comraon s o u r c e ,  i.e. t h e  b e l i e f  s y s t e m , T h e  

b e l i e f  s y s t e m  is a m y s t i c a l  o n e ,  i n  T r o e l t s c h * ~  s e n s e ,  g i v e n  t h e  

e m p h a s i s  o n  i n d i v i d u a l i t y  a n d  a s y s t e m  o f  t h o u q h t  e x p o u n d i n g  a  

c a u s a l ,  p r o c e s s u a l  a n d  final g o a l  o f  r e d e m p t i o n ,  Y e t ,  

m o d i f i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  T r o e l t s c h e a n  c o n c e ~ t  o f  m y s t i c i s m  a re  i n  

e f f e c t  h e r e  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  l i g h t  o f  t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  c o n c e ~ t  of 

s a l v a t i o n  o p e r a t i v e  i n  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  t r a d i t i o n ,  t h e  

terr res t r ia l  a n d  t h i s - w o r d l y  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  f i n a l  r e d e m p t i o n ,  a n d  

t h e  u n d e r l y i n g  h i s t c r i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  the 

b e l i e f  s y s t e f n ,  F u r t h e r ~ o r e ,  t h e  c o n c r e t e  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  of 

T r o e l t s c h v s  n o t i o n  of # h u @ a n  f r a i l t i e s '  is t a k e n  t o  a n  e x t r e m e  

i n  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  case with t h e  m u l t i p l e  g r o u p s  e x t a n t  v i t h i n  

t h e  a o v e m n t ,  

It is i n  t h i s  r e g a r d  t h a t  C a m p b e l l ' s  i n t e g r a t e d  c o n c e p t  of 

t h e  m y s t i c  c o l l e c t i v i t y  is r e l e v a n t  t o  a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n  moveraent, The m y s t i c  c o 1 : e c t i v i t y  of t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n s  c a n  t h e n  be u n d e r s t o o d  as  a  c o l l e c t i v i t y  : i n  t h e  



loose s e n s e  o f  t h e  term) which  i s  b o u n d  b y  a m y s t i c a l  r e l i g i o u s  

p h i l o s o p h y .  W h i l e  t h e  n e e d  f o r  i n t e r a c t i o n  b e t w e e n  members is 

n o t  r e q u i r e d ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  it e x i s t s  is i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  t h i s  

c o n c e p t  o f  t h e  m y s t i c  c o l l e c t i v i t y .  M o r e o v e r ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  

C a m p b e l l :  

T h e  r e l i g i o u s  c u l t ,  t h e r e f o r e  [as  o p p o s e d  t o  t h e  s e c u l a r  
t h e r a p e u t i c  c u l t )  is t o  b e  seen  a s  a n  e x t r u s i o n ,  
p r e c i p i t a t e d  i n  a l l  p r o b a b i l i t y  by some s e c u l a r  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  f r o m  t h e  s u b s t r a t u m  of t h i s  c o l l e c t i v i t y  ; 
o n e  w h i c h  d o e s  n o t  h a p p e n  t o  o c c u r  w i t h i n  t h e  c o n f i n e s  
o f  the e x i s t i n g  r e l i g i o u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  a n d  n i l l ,  i n  a l l  
p r o b a b i l i t y ,  d i s s o l v e  before l o n g  back i n t o  t h e  
c o l l e c t i v i t y  o n c e  a g a i n .  (1977: 386) 

T h i s  t h e n  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  c o n s t a n t  p r o c e s s  of f u s i o n  a n d  fission 

which  o c c u r s  b e t w e e n  and i n  g r o u p s  i n  t h e  movement, The c o n c e p t  

of t h e  s y s t i c  c o l l e c t i v i t y  a l s o  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  e x t r u s i o n  of 

g r o u p s  within t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  m o v e a e n t ,  g i v e n  t h a t  t h e  l a r g e  

m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e s e  g r o u p s  embody a n  o r i e n t a t i o n  w h i c h  is  q u i t e  

d i f f e r e n t  f r o a  t h e  m e s s i a n i c  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  b e l i e f  s y s t e m .  This 

is a p p a r e n t  i n  t h e  ~ o l i t i c a l l y  o r i e n t e d  g r o u p s  w h i c h  e n g a g e  i n  

a c t i v e  B e a s u r e s  t o  c h a n g e  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  o f  t h e  o p p r e s s e d ,  a n d  

p r o m o t e  r e p a t r i a t i o n  v i a  g o v e r n m e n t a l  s t a t e  m e c h a n i s m s  of 

m i g r a t i o n ,  T h e  r e l i g i o u s  be l i e f  s y s t e m ,  b y  c o n t r a s t ,  is c e n t r e d  

o n  a r a e s s i a n i c  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of r e p a t r i a t i o n ,  O t h e r  g r o u p s ,  

e x p o u n d i n g  a  n o r e  c u l t u r a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  B a s t a f a r i a n i s a ,  

a l s o  emerge a s  a r e s u l t  s f  t h i s  * e x t r u s i o n J  f r o m  the 

c o l l e c t i v i t y -  T h u s ,  C a a p b e l l ' s  i d e a l  t y p i c a l  c o n c e p t  of t h e  

a y s t i c  c o l l e c t i v i t y  is b r o a d l y  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  

EO v e  men t, 



C a l a p b e l l l s  c o n c e ~ t  of m y s t i c i s m  i s  l a r g e l y  d r a w n  from t h a t  

o f  T r o e l t s c h .  T h e  p r e c e d i n g  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  T r o e l t s c h ' s  o r i g i n a l  

c o n c e p t  o f  m y s t i c i s i t  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  w h i l e  t h e  n a t u r e  of m y s t i c a l  

t h o u g h t  is i n  some form c o r r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  m y s t i c a l  

t h o u g h t ,  t h e  l a t t e r  d i v e r g e s  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  f r o a  m y s t i c i s m  i n  i t s  

i d e a l  t y p i c a l  form.  An i n h e r e n t  f e a t u r e  i n  T r o e l t s c h * ~  c o n c e p t  

o f  m y s t i c i s m  is t h e  s y n c r e t i s t i c  a t t i t u d e  o f  t h e  m y s t i c  i n  

c o n s i d e r i n g  a l l  p a t h s  to  h a v e  t h e  s a m e  v a l i d i t y  and t o  l e a d  t o  

t h e  s a m e  s o u r c e  ( i n  o t h e r  words ,  t h e  m y s t i c a l  r e l i g i o n  is a 

p l u r a l l y  l e g i t i m a t e d  one), T h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  n o v e m e n t  d e r i v e s  f r o m  

a be l i e f  s y s t e m  which  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e  u n i q u e l y  legitmate by 

i t s  a d h e r e n t s .  I n  o t h e r  words ,  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  p e r c e i v e  i t  b e  

t h e  o a l y  t r u e  p a t h  t o  s a l v a t i o n ,  O t h e r  p a t h s  t o  s a l v a t i o n  a r e  

n o t  r e c o g n i z e d  a s  b e i n g  v a l i d ,  a n d  are  t r e a t e d  w i t h  c o n s i d e r a b l e  

h o s t i l i t y  b y  t h e  B a s t a f a r i a n s ,  T h i s  a s p e c t  of R a s t a f a r i a n i s m  

d i f f e r e n t i a t e s  i t  f r o &  t h e  p u r e  type of m y s t i c i s m  f o r m u l a t e d  b y  

T r o e l t s c h ,  Y e t ,  t h e r e  are  e l e m e n t s  o f  n i y s t i c a l  r e l i g i o n  w h i c h  d o  

c o r r e s p o n d  w i t h  c e r t a i n  f e a t u r e s  of t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  b e 1  i e f  

s y s t e m ,  F o r  e x a t a p l  e, the R a s t a f a r i a n  b e l i e f  t h a t  e x t e r n a l  

r i t u a l s  a n d  f o r m s  of w o r s h i p  are n o t  n e c e s s a r y  given t h a t  t h e  

b o d y  is t h e  t r u e  c h u r c h  of t h e  s o u l ;  t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  H a i l e  

S e l a s s i e  is i n  c o n s t a n t  s p i r i t u a l  c o a m u n i c a t i o n  w i t h  them:  t h e  

d e n i a l  o f  e x t e r n a l  r i t u a l s  s a n c t i f y i n g  b i r t h ,  m a r r i a q e  a n d  

d e a t h ;  t h e  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  u n i o n  w i t h  t h e  D i v i n e  i n v o l v i n g  b o t h  a 

s p i r i t u a l  a n d  m a t e r i a l  d i m e n s i o n ,  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  

Frocess o f  c o n v e r s i o n  is h i g h l y  ' m y s t i c a l l  s i n c e  it i s  n o t  



l e g i t i m a t e d  by  a n  e x t e r n a l  s o u r c e  o f  a u t h o r i t y ,  a n d  is a n  i n b o r n  

c o n v e r s i o n  b y  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  c o m i n g  t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  d i v i n e  

e l e m e n t  vit hin h i m s e l f  (Cashmore ,  1977, O v e n s ,  1 9 7 6 ) .  

From t h e  a b o v e  d i s c u s s i o n ,  i t  c a n  be s e e n  t h a t  

R a s t a f a r i a n i s m  c o n s t i t u t e s  a m y s t i c a l  r e l i g i o n ,  h u t  a m y s t i c a l  

b e l i e f  system n o t  f u l l y  o f  the kind f o r m u l a t e d  b y  T r o e l t s c h ,  

S i a i l a r l y ,  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  movement c a n  b e  d e s c r i b e d  as a 

c a l l e c t i v i t y  i n  C a a p b e l l i s  u s e  of t h e  term, b u t  a c o l l e c t i v i t y  

w i t h  a g r e a t e r  d e g r e e  o f  i n t e r a c t i o n  w h i c h  is b o t h  c o v e r t  a n d  

o v e r t - 2 ,  Two main  f e a t u r e s  of  t h e  m y s t i c  c o l l e c t i v i t y  c o r r e s p o n d  

w i t h  t h e  f e a t u r e s  o f  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  movement. T h e s e  a r e  the 

c o l a o n  d e n o m i n a t o r s  t h a t  b i n d  t h e  movement,  a n d  the v a r i o u s  

s u b g r o u p s  t h a t  c o - e x i s t  w i t h i n  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  c o l l e c t i v i t y ,  T h e  

aa jor s o u r c e  o f  s o l i d a r i t y  a n d  c o h e s i v e n e s s  a r e  t h e  b a s i c  

u n d e r l y i n g  a t t i t u d e s  o f  the R a s t a f a r i a n s ,  the common a t t r a c t i o n  

t o  t h e  music, t h e  u s e  of t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  a r g o t ,  a n d  t h e  

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  w i t h  E t h i o p i a ,  a n d  more g e n e r a l 1  y A f r i c a  

s y m b o l i z e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  E t h i o p i a n  c o l o n r s  a n d  o t h e r  

A f r i c a n  a p p a r e l  a n d  o r n a m e n t s .  The  d e g r e e  of c o h e s i v e n e s s  

e x e r t e d  b y  t h e s e  v a r i o u s  f a c t o r s  is c o n t i n g e n t  uFon t h e  

i n d i v i d u a l  R a s t a f a r i a n ' s  c o ~ a i t r ~ e n t  t o  t h e  b e l i e f  s y s t e ~ ,  The 

h i g h e r  t h e  d e g r e e  of commi tmen t  e x p r e s s e d  b y  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  t h e  

------------------ 
=?This r e f e r s  t o  t h e  p r o c e s s  w h e r e b y  i n d i v i d u a l s  a re  c h o s e n  t o  
j o i n  p a r t i c u l a r  r e l i g i o u s  g r o u p s  e s p e c i a l l y  w i t h  r e g a r d s  t o  
p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  i n n e r  r i t es  a n d  r i t u a l s  of such g r o u p s ,  T h e  
i n d i v i d n a l g s  b e h a v i o u r  is o b s e r v e d  c o v e r t l y  by  o t h e r  
R a s t a f a r i a n s  who t h e n  d e c i d e  o n  t h e  s u i t a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  
i n d i v i d u a l  f o r  h i s  p o t e n t i a l  role i n  t h e  g r o u p .  



more  a p p a r e n t  is h i s  a f f i l i a t i o n  to t h e  b e l i e f  s y s t e m  v i a  s u c h  

s i g n s  a s  w e a r i n g  o f  d r e a d l o c k s , p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  

c o r e  g r o u p s ,  a n d  a  closer r e f l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  l i v i t  y 

i n  his d a i l y  life. 

The s p e c i f i c  a t t i t u d i n a l  c o m p l e x  common t o  a l l  R a s t a f z r i a n s  

c a n  b e  t r a c e d  t o  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  b e l i e f  s y s t e m  a n d  t h e  common 

e x p e r i e n c e  o f  o p p r e s s i o n ,  T h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  common a t t i t u d e s  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of a l l  B a s t a f a r i a n s ,  T h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  s t r e s s  the 

n a t u r a l  i n  a l l  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e i r  l i v i t y .  T h e  n a t u r a l  r e p r e s e n t s  a 

p u r i t y  w h i c h  is u n t o u c h e d  by t h e  power  of t h e  e x t e r n a l ,  p r o f a n e  

v o r l d ,  c o i n e d  a s  'Babylon*, Thus, n o  matter what t h e  d e g r e e  of 

commitaent is, t h e  ' n a t u r a l '  is s t r e s s e d  i n  a v a r i e t y  of u a y s .  

I n  t h e  e x t r e m e ,  t h e  t e n d e n c y  towards * n a t u r a l 3  t r a n s l a t e s  into 

f o o d  p r o h i b i t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  a n y t h i n g  p r o c e s s e d ,  t h e  u s e  of 

n a t u r a l  r a i n  water for  u a s h i n g ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  water w h i c h  is 

p r o c e s s e d ;  a n  i n s i s t e n c e  o n  n a t u r a l  m e t h o d s  o f  b i r t h  c o n t r o l  a n d  

c h i l d  b e a r i n g ;  r e s t r i c t i o n  of s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n s  w i t h  b r e t h r e n -  

r a the r  t h a n  w i t h  o u t s i d e r s ;  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  c o m n u n a l  l i v i n g  i n  

R a s t a f a r i a n  communes; r u r a l  r e s i d e n c e  r a t h e r  t h a n  u r b a n  living; 

a denial of any t y ~ e  of v e r b a l  or  n o n v e r b a l  c o n t a c t  w i t h  the 

o u t s i d e  w o r l d ;  and g e n e r a l l y  a t y p e  of retreatist  t e n d e n c y  w i t h  

r e s p e c t  t o  the rest o f  s o c i e t y ,  Combined  w i t h  t h i s  e m p h a s i s  o n  

t h e  * n a t u r a l ' ,  t h  R a s t a f a r i a n s   lace r e p a t r i a t o n  as t h e  p r i m a r y  

q o a l  i n  t h e i r  l i v e s ,  O n  a g e n e r a l  l e v e l ,  r e p a t r i a t i o n  becomes 

s u k j e c t i v e l y  d e f i n e d  a s  e i t h e r  a p h y s i c a l  m i g r a t i o n  t o  Africa, 

f a c i l i t a t e d  by  t h e  c o o p e r a t i o n  of h e a d s  of g o v e r n m e n t s  or a 



s p i r i t u a l  m i g r a t i o n  t o  A f r i c a  - w h e r e  A f r i c a  t h e n  b e c o m e s  a 

s u k j e c t i v e  a n d  s p i r i t u a l  s t a t e  of  w i n d  - a n  i n t e r n a l  ' Z i o n * :  o r ,  

a more  m e s s i a n i c  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of  r e p a t r i a t i o n  a s  b e i n g  

i n s t i t u t e d  by d i v i n e  f i a t ,  a n d  c a r r i e d  o u t  e n  masse. The 

v a r i a t i o n s  o f  t h i s  t h e m e  a b o u n d  a m o n g s t  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  

R a s t a f a r i a n  g r o u p s ,  some s t r e s s i n g  t h e  more s e c u l a r  and 

p r a c t i c a l  a s p e c t s  of s u c h  a move, o t h e r s  e m p h a s i z i n g  t h e  more 

s p i r i t u a l  a n d  s u b j e c t i v e  n a t u r e  of i t h i s  g c a l  o f  s a l v a t i o n .  

N o n e t b e l e s s ,  f o r  all R a s t a f a r i a n s ,  Africa, a n d  m o r e  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  E t h i o p i a ,  h o l d s  a ~ o v e r f  u l  a t t r a c t i o n ,  D e r i v i n g  

f r o m  t h i s  s p e c i a l  p o s i t i o n  a c c o r d e d  t o  Africa, R a s t a f a r i a n s ,  a s  

a w h o l e ,  a r e  a t t r a c t e d  t o  a l l  t h i n g s  A f r i c a n ,  T h e s e  may range 

frca t r i b a l  c o s t u m e s ,  art ,  d a n c e ,  u i u s i c ,  f o o d ,  h i s t o r y ,  etc. 

T h u s ,  t h e  i s s u e  of A f r i c a n  l i b e r a t i o n ,  is cf c o n s i d e r a b l e  

i m p o r t a n c e  to  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  i n  l i g h t  of t h e i r  o v n  a t t a c h ~ e n t  

t o  t h e  A • ’  r i c a n  c o n t i n e n t  a s  t h e i r  h e a r t l a n d ' ,  C o n c o m i t a n t l y ,  

t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  H a i f e  Selassie, w h i l e  n o t  u n i f o r m  

a a o n g s t  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s ,  i s  accorded a d e g r e e  o f  ' s a c r e d n e s s *  

by v i r t u e  o f  h i s  l e a d e r s h i p ,  h i s  l i n e  o f  d e s c e n t  w h i c h  is t r a c e d  

t o  So lomon  a n d  Sheka, a n d  his p o s i t i o n  a s  A f r i c a ' s  f i rst  k i n g  

a n d  e m p e r o r  of t h e  o l d e s t ,  a n d  o n l y  * u a c o l o n i z e d B  n a t i o n  i n  t h e  

A f r i c a  c o n t i n e n t ,  

T h e  common h i s t o r i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e  of * d r e a d s  [ N e t t l e f o r d ,  

1972, Owens, 1976) , i s  a l s o  a ma jcr fac tor  b i n d i n g  t h e  movearent. 

E s s e n t i a l l y ,  t h i s  e x p e r i e n c e  gf c o a a o n  o p p r e s s i o n  a n d  

p e r s e c u t i o r !  is i n t i m a t e l y  t i e d  i n  w i t h  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  w o r l d v i e v  



w h i c h  is d i c h o t o m o u s  i n  terms of t h e  n e g a t i v e  f o r c e s  of B a b y l o n ,  

a n d  t h e  p o s i t i v e  f o r c e s  of Jab, T h i s  h a s  b e e n  c o n c e p t u a l i z e d  by  

C a s h m o r e  (1979)  a s  t h e  @ B a b y l o n i a n  c o n s p i r a c y *  No matter w h e r e  

t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  R a s t a f a r i a n  is l o c a t e d  o n  t h e  scale  of t h e  degree 

o f  commi tmen t ,  o r  w h e r e  h e  is g e o g r a p h i c a l l y  l o c a t e d ,  i.e, i n  

J a m a i c a ,  E n g l a n d ,  c r  C a n a d a ,  t h i s  d u a l i t y  i n  t h e  w o r l d v i e w  is 

u t i l i z e d  t o  e x p l a i n  w o r l d  e v e n t s  a n d  l o c a l  i n c i d e n t s ,  

T h i s  w o r l d v i e v  stems from the b e l i e f  s y s t e a  w h i c h  c o n f e r s  

on t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  t h e  s t a t u s  OF t h e  *elect of God1, And, 

i n h e r e n t  i n  t h e  b e l i e f  s y s t e m  i s  a c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t ,  a s  i n  t h e  

p a s t ,  t h e  t r u e  Israelites w i l l  h a v e  t o  s u f f e r  p e r s e c u t i c n  a s  a 

r e s u l t  of t h e i r  b e l i e f  i n  Jah, a n d  a s  a f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e i r  

d e f i a n c e  and  r e f u s a l  t o  c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  t h e  p o w e r s  o f  B a b y l o n  

[ t h e  s t a t e  r e l i g i o u s  and g o v e r n m e n t a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ) ,  The 

E a s t a f a r i a n  cry ' d e a t h  t o  a l l  b l a c k  a n d  w h i t e  o p p r e s s o r s 1  

reflects t h i s  comaon d e n o m i n a t o r  of a h i s t o r i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e  of 

o p g r e s s i o n  b r o u g h t  on by s l a v e r y  and  c o l o a i z a  t i o n .  The  d o m i n a n c e  

o f  t h e s e  t h e s e s  of s l a v e r y  a n d  o p p r e s s i o n  i n  R a s t a f a r i a n  

r e a s o n i n g  s e s s i o n  is a l s o  a n  i n d i c a t i o n  of t h e  communal  u a t u r e  

o f  t h i s  e x p e r i e n c e  [Owens, 1976). 

T h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  w o r l d v i e w  is a l s o  b i b l i c a l  i n  n a t u r e .  The  

b i b l i c a l  n a t u r e  of t h i s  w o r l d v i e w  is a l s o  a p p a r e n t  f rom t h e  

c o n t e n t  of  most of t h e  verbal e x c h a n g e s  between R a s t a f a r i a n s  and 

n o n f t a s t a f a r i a n s ,  Not o n l y  i s  t h e  c o n t e n t  o f  t h i s  i n t e r a c t i o n  

p u n c t u a t e d  w i t h  q u o t a t i o n s  of F a s s a g e s  frow t h e  b i b l e ,  b u t  the 

w h o l e  s t y l e  of s p e e c h  is r o o t e d  i n  t h e  a r c h a i c  a n d  d r a m a t i c  



t r a d i t i o n  o f  t h e  b i b l e ,  I n t e r a c t i o n s  b e g i n  w i t h  s h o r t  p r a y e r s  t o  

the R a s t a f a r i a n  d e i t y ,  a re  f i l l e d  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e s  e i t h e r  t o  

b i b l i c a l  e v e n t s ,  o r  i n t e r j e c t i o n s  of t h e  n a m e s  of  Y a i l e  

S e l a s s i e ,  a n d  e n d  w i t h  a s h o r t  p r a y e r  t o  t h e  d e i t y .  T h e  very 

s t y l e  o f  s p e e c h  is a n c h o r e d  i n  t h e  b i b l e  a n d  i s  f i l l e d  w i t h  

r e f e r e n c e s  t o  t h e  p s a l m s ,  t h e  b o o k  of R e v e l a t i o n s ,  a n d  o t h e r  

sources w h i c h  c o n t r i b u t e  to  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  e x e g e s i s ,  T h e  d e g r e e  

of t h i s  b i b l i c a l  i n t e g r a t i o n  is d e p e n d e n t  o n  t h e  d e g r e e  of 

c o m i t m e n t  e x p r e s s e d  b y  t h e  i r d i v i d u a l  B a s t a f a r i a n ,  Flowever, t h e  

c c a s o n  ~ p e c h  i d i o s y n c r a s y  of t h e  a l l  R a s t a f a r i a n s  i s  t h e i r  

t e n d e n c y  t o  i n j e c t  a l i t a n y  of s t a n d a r d  p r a i s e s  a n d  t i t l e s  a f t e r  

t h e  name o f  flaile S e l a s s i e ,  T h u s ,  t h e  E m p e r o r ' s  name wou ld  

u s u a l l y  be  a r t i c u l a t e d  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  manner:  'Tn t h e  name o f  

H i s  I m p e r i a l  H a j e s t y ,  Negus  I, Ras T a f a r f ,  Selassie I ,  J a h o i ,  

T h e  L i o n  o f  J u d a h ,  T h e  B e g i n n i n g  a n d  End,  E v e r l i v i n g  S e l a s s i e  I* 

3 .  T h i s  is a p p l i c a b l e  even a m o n g s t  t h o s e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  t h a t  

i n t e r p r e t  t h e  p o s i t i o n  of Haile Selassie i n  a d i f f e r e n t  manne r  
' 

(see Owens, 19761, T h e  c o n t e n t  o f  s p e e c h  w i t h i n  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  

t r a d i t i o n  is a l s o  i n t e r l a c e d  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  c u r r e n t  

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  f i g u r e s  a s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  b i t  l i c a l  p e r s o n a l i t i e s .  

Hence,  t h e  P o p e  is s e e n  as  t h e  A n t i - C h r i s t ,  Queen  E l i z a b e t h  

e ~ l t o m i z e s  t h e  ' w h o r e  o f  B a b y l o n a ,  a n d  Reagan  is p e r c e i v e d  a s  

t h e  f a l s e  p r o p h e t ,  W h i l e  s u c h  s p e c i f i c  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n s  are 

r e s t r i c t e d  t o  t h o s e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  h i g h l y  cclamitted t o  t h e i r  

------------------ 
3 f r o m  p e r s o n a l  c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  R a s t a f a r i a n s  i n  V a r c o n v e r ,  
C a n a d a ,  a n d  K i n g s t o n ,  Jamaica, 



f a i t h ,  t h e  p e r c e p t i o n  of t h e  w i d e r  w o r l d  t h r o u g h  t h i s  b i b l i c a l  

w o r l d v i e w  is common t o  v i r t u a l l y  a l l  R a s t a f a r i a n s ,  

I n t i m a t e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h i s  b i b l i c a l  w o r l d v i e w  is t h e  common 

u s a g e  of t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  a r g o t  ( I - lect ) ,  W h i l e  t h e  comp1et .e  

p e n e t r a t i o n  o f  t h i s  a r g o t  i n t o  t h e  e v e r y d a y  s p e e c h  p a t t e r n s  o f  

t h e  a d h e r e n t s  v a r i e s ,  c e r t a i n  ccmmon v o r d s  a r e  u n i v e r s a l  t o  a l l  

R a s t a f a r i a n s .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h e s e  i n c l u d e  t h e  v o r d s  '1 a n d  I * ,  

'1 manw , w B a b y l o n * ,  'Jab*, ' S e e n * ,  etc, (Cashmore ,  1 9 7 9 ,  Omens, 

1976, W i l s o n ,  1 9 7 8 ) -  T h e  d i f f u s i o n  of t h e s e  w o r d s  i s  c a r r i e d  o u t  

p r i m a r i l y  t h r o u g h  B e g g a e  m u s i c  a n d  p o p u l a r  R a s t a f a r i a n  

p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  s u c h  a s  Basta Vo ice ,  Rastafayj; Speaks ( t w o  

R a s t a f a r i a n  n e w s p a p e r s ) ,  R a s t a f a r i a n  a r g o t  is also p e r p e t u a t e d  

a n d  i n n o v a t e d  t h r o u g h  r e a s o n i n  g s e s s i o n s .  T h i s  p e c u l i a r  s t y l e  of 

c o l f e c t i v e  d i s c u s s i o n  is a l s o  a common d e n o m i n a t o r  a m o n g s t  a l l  

R a s t a f a r i a n s ,  E v i d e n c e  of t h i s  type of communal  * r e a s o n i n g w  is 

a p ~ a r e n t  f r o m  s t u d i e s  of t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  nrovement i n  E n g l a n d  

(Cashmore ,  1 9 7 9 ) .  C a n a d a  [ W i l s o n ,  1 9 7 8 )  , a n d  t h e  C a r i b b e a n  [ e - g .  

C a m p b e l l ,  1 9 8 0 ,  Ovens ,  1975, and Yawney, 1 9 7 9 ) .  P e r s o n a l  

o b s e r v a t i o n s  of t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  i n  V a n c o u v e r ,  C a n a d a ,  and 

K i n g s t o n ,  J a n a i c a ,  a l s o  c o n f i r m s  t h i s  f i n d i n g .  

A s i d e  f r o m  t h e s e  f a c t o r s  of a coamon w o r l d v i e w ,  a n d  a 

comiuon a t t i t u d i n a l  c o m p l e x ,  t h e  o t h e r  i n f  l u e n t i a f  f a c t o r  

u n i v e r s a l  a i u o n g s t  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  is t h e  l o v e  f o r  R e g g a e  m u s i c .  

T h e  p r e v a l e n t  u s e  o f  this m u s i c  a s  a medium for the R a s t a f a r i a n  

m e s s a g e  is w e l  1 d o c u m e n t e d  i n  s e v e r a l  s t u d i e s  [ e -g .  Cashmore, 

1979,  C l a r k e ,  1980, S h i b a t a , l 9 8 1 ) ,  T h e  e v o l u t . i o n  of a highly 



s p e c i f i c  R a s t a f a r i a n  s t y l e  of n u s i c  h a s  b e e n  t r a c e d  t o  t h e  mid 

194CIas, U n t i l  t h e n ,  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  e n g a g e d  i n  p l a y i n g  m u s i c a l  

i n s t r u m e n t s  f r o m  a w i d e  v a r i e t y  o f  s o u r c e s ,  a n d  w h i c h  were 

common t o  o t h e r  r e l i g i o n s  g r o u p s  i n  Jamaica s u c h  a s  t h e  

R e v i v a l i s t s .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  d r u m m i n g  was c lear  e v e n  

from the e a r l y  p h a s e  of t h e  m o v e m e n t .  T h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  t o o k  f r o m  

t h e  B u r r o  p e o p l e ,  a n o t h e r  J a n a i c a n  g h e t t o  s u b c u l t u r e ,  t h e i r  

s t y l e  a n d  p a t t e r n s  o f  d r u m i n q ,  which t h e  F a s t a f a r i a n s  t h e n  

c o a b i n s d  w i t h  t h e i r  r e l i g i o n s  c h a n t s  a n d  p r a y e r s .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  

c o m m e r c i a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  m u s i c ,  a f t e r  i t  h a d  e v o l v e d  t h r o u g h  

s e v e r a l  s t a g e s ,  i. e. from m e n t o , s k a ,  r o c k  s t e a d y  t o  R e g g a e ,  

p e r p e t u a t e d  t h e  s t y l e  of t h e  l a t t e r , a l t h o u g h  i n  a t o t a l l y  

d i f f e r e n t  form t h a n  the original, R e g g a e  m u s i c ,  i n  its c u r r e n t  

s t a t e , d o e s  n o t  c o n f o r m  t o  t h e  bea t  a n d  drumming p a t t e r n  of t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n  m u s i c  u s e d  i n  r e l i g i o u s  c e r e m o n i e s  of t h e  a o v e n e n t  

4. ( S h i b a t a ,  1981). N o n e t h e l e s s ,  p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  

R a s t a f a r i a n  g r o u p s  h a v e  m u s i c  a t  t h e i r  c o n g r e g a t i o n a l  g a t h e r i n g s  

( i . e .  t h e  B i n g h i s )  . H o w e v e r ,  t h i s  music  is u s u a l l y  i n  t h e  form 

of h i g h l y  s p e c i f i c  d r u m m i n g  s e q u e n c e s ,  I n  t h i s  s e n s e ,  t h e  i a u s i c ,  

a l t h o u g h  d i f f e r e n t  f rcm c o n t e m p o r a r y  R e g g a e  m u s i c ,  s e r v e s  a s  a 

u n i f y i n g  force w i t h i n  t h e  oovement. 

T h e  most i l a p o r t a n t  f a c t o r  i n  t h e  B e g g a e  susic is i t s  

c o n t e n t ,  T h e  l a t t e r  is p r i m a r i l y  f i l l e d  w i t h  E a s t a f a r i a n  

r h e t o r i c  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  e c h a t o l o g i c a l  e x p e c t a t i o n s  of t h e  

* T h e r e  a r e  some e x c e p t i o n s  t o  t h i s  g e n e r a l  pattern, e s p e c i a l l y  
i n  terms of t h e  e a r l y  r e c o r d i n g s  



movement ,  t h e  b e l i e f  i n  Haile Se lass ie  a s  t h e  p e r s o n i f i c a t i o n  o f  

God, a n d  t h e  i ~ y e n d i n g  r e p a t r i a t i o n  o f  a l l  J a h * s  c h i l d r e n  t o  

A f r i c a ,  a n d  E t h i o p i a  i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  I n c l u d e d  i n  t h i s  list o f  

items is t h e  i s s u e  o f  p e r s e c u t i o n ,  e m p h a s i z i n g  t h e  ro le  o f  t h e  

b r e t h r e n  a s  * t r u e  Israel i tess  a n d  s N a z a r e n e s a  who h a v e  t o  s u f f e r  

p e r s e c u t i o n  a s  a c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  t h e i r  b e l i e f s  i s  also d e p i c t e d ,  

q u i t e  d r a m a t i c a l l y ,  i n  t h e  c o n t e n t  of Reggae s o n g s ,  E v e n  

b i b l i c a l  a c c o u n t s  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  e v e n t s  a r e  t o  be f o u n d  i n  t h e s e  

s o n g s ,  e , g ,  t h e  s t o r y  o f  J o n a h  a n d  t h e  Whale.  I t  is this 

b i b l i c a l  a n d  w b o l l y  R a s t a f a r i a n  c c n t e n t  of R e g g a e  m u s i c  t h a t  

w a k e s  i t  a c c e p t a b l e  t o  e v e n  t h e  e l d e r s  o f  t h e  movement who a r e  

s t r o n g l y  o p p o s e d  t o  R e g g a e  m u s i c i a n s ,  

a i t h i n  t h e  movement ,  t h e  m u s i c i a n s  are  a c c o r d e d  s p e c i a l  

s t a t u s  a n d  a r e  known a s  S t h e  p l a y e r s  of i n s t r u n e n t s * .  Yet, the 

r e l i g i o u s  c o r e  of t h e  movement,  i,e, t h e  elders a n d  aenkers  of 

t h e  Order o f  t h e  M y a h b i n g h i  h a v e  e x p r e s s e d  d i s a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  

m u s i c i a n s ,  a n d  h a v e  e v e n  gone so f a r  a s  t o  o u t r i g h t l y  d e n y  them 

a s  b e i n g  R a s t a f a r i a n s  ( H c P h e r s o n ,  1 9 8 3 ) .  T h e  r e a s o n  f o r  this 

o u t r i g h t  c o n d e m n a t i o n  l ies i n  t h e  r o l e  Reggae m u s i c i a n s  h a v e  

p l a y e d  i n  terms o f  d i s s e a i n a t i n g  R a s t a f a r i a n  d o c t r i n e  t h r o u g h  

t h e i s  m u s i c  t o  p r i m a r i l y  w h i t e  p r c d u c e r s  a n d  t h e  o u t s i d e  w o r l d  

a u d i e n c e ,  A t  t h e  s a n e  t i a e ,  v e r y  few o f  t h e s e  m u s i c i a n s  h a v e  

c h a n n e l l e d  t h e  p r o f i t s  o f  t h e i r  v e n t u r e s  i n t o  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  

c o m n u n i t y ,  a n d  t h i s  h a s  l e d  t o  s o w  a m o n n t  of r e s e n t m e n t  o n  t h e  

p a r t  o f  t h e  e l d e r s ,  s c m e  of whom h a v e  b e e n  a r o u n d  since t h e  

i n c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  movenent .  



W h i l e  R e g g a e  m u s i c  i s  a n  * e x t r o v e r t e d #  e x p r e s s i o n  cf t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n  f a i t h ,  ' N y a h b i n g h i *  d rumming  is  a n  i n t r o v e r t e d  a n d  

more  r i t u a l i s t i c  e x p r e s s i o n  of R a s t a f a r i a n i s m ,  ' N y a h b i n  g h i *  

m u s i c  is p l a y e d  a t  a l l  t h e  r i t u a l  g a t h e r i n g s  o f  t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n s .  T h e s e  a r e  i n  t h e m s e l v e s  c a l l e d  b i n g h i s *  o r  

' N y a h b i n y h i s ' .  T h i s  t y p e  of m u s i c  is l a r g e l y  composed  o f  d rum 

s e q u e n c e s  w h i c h  a r e  v e r y  s p e c i f i c .  I n  a N y a b b i n g h i  g a t h e r i n g ,  

t h e  d r u m s  a r e  l o c a t e d  a t  s p e c i f i c  p o i n t s  i n  t h e  circle, T h e  

a d h e r e n t s  g a t h e r  a r o u n d  i n  t h e  circle,  I n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  

c i rc le  is t h e  ' f i re  k e y a , w h i c h  is a B i n d  o f  ' b o n f i r e 8  

c o n s t r u c t e d  w i t h  wccd. T h e  f u n d e h  drum, a R e p e a t e r  drum,  a n d  a 

Bass d r u a  c o m p o s e  t h e  b a s i c  i n s t r u a e o t s ,  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  the 

p e r c u s s i o n s  i u  t h e  form o f  ' S h a k k a s '  or * n a a r a c a s t  a re  used ,  T h e  

c h a n t s  a r e  r e c i t e d  frcm one c o r n e r  o f  t h i s  c ircle ( S h i b a t a ,  

1981)- C h a n t i n g  and d a n c i n g  g o e s  o n  a l l  n i g h t  i n  a t i n g h i  

ce remony .  I h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  a t t a c h  a  m y s t i c a l  s y m b o l i s a  t o  t h e  

d r u m s ,  c l a i a i n g  t h a t  t h e  power  of t h e  d r u m s ,  if they are p l a y e d  ' 

r i g h t ,  c a n  e v o k e  i a y s t i c a l  p o w e r s  w h i c h  c o u l d  d e s t r o y  t h e  w o r l d ,  

5 W h i l e  R e g g a e  m u s i c  is a n  e x t r o v e r t e d  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  

R a s t a f a r i a n i s m ,  i t  stil l  d r a w s  i ts i n s p i r a t i o n  f r o m  t -he  i n n e r  

c o r e  o f  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  movelaent,  i .e  t h e  N y a b b i n g h i  O r d e r  . 
A n o t h e r  common f e a t u r e  a m o n g s t  a l l  R a s t a f a r i a n s ,  a n d  o n e  

w h i c h  stems f r o m  t h e i r  p r e s c r i b e d  l i v i t y  is t h e  c o n s u m p t i o n  o f  ------------------ 
5 One R a s t a f a r i a n  s t a t e d  t h a t  o n l y  t h e  I n d i a n  race c o u l d  come 
c l o s e  t o  e m u l a t i n g  t h e  drumming s e q u e n c e  of t h e  M p a h b i n g h i ,  a n d  
i n  t h i s  s e n s e ,  it is o n l y  t h e  I n d i a n s ,  who i f  t h e y  so d e s i r e d ,  
c o u l d  b r i n g  a b o u t  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  ( p e r s o n a l  
c c m m u a i c a t i o n ,  Jamaica, J u l y ,  1983) 



g a n  ja, t h e  l a t t e r  a l s o  b e i n g  v i e w e d  a s  a s a c r e d  y i f  t frcm God. 

T h e  o b s e r v a t i o n  t h a t  n o t  a l l  R a s t a f a r i a n s  c o n s u m e  m a r i j u a n a  h a s  

o n l y  been m e n t i o n e d  i n  K i t z i n g e r ' s  s t u d i e s  of t h e  movement 

11966, 1969)- However,  t h e  r e c e n t  l i t e r a t u r e  o n  t h e  movement 

i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h i s  s c c i a l  p r a c t i c e  is u n i v e r s a l  a m o n g s t  af 1 

R a s t a f a r i a n  g r o u p s  [ C a s h n o r e ,  1977,  McPher son ,  1982 ,  1983). F o r  

t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y ,  t h e  ritualizes i n t a k e  o f  

m a r i j u a n a  can b e  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  o n e  a d d i t i o n a l  common d e n o m i n a t o r  

of t h e  mystic c o l l e c t i v i t y  o f  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s ,  F l o r e o v e r ,  early 

ar t ic les  of t h e  a o v e m e n t ,  i n  m a g a z i n e s  a n d  n e u s p a p e r s ,  a l s o  

i n d i c a t e  t b a t  rttuch of t h e  e a r l y  p e r s e c u t i o n  i n f l i c t e d  o n  the 

b r e t h r e n  w a s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e i r  c u l t i v a t i o n  a n d  c o n s u i ; ? p t i o a  of 

t h i s  * d a n g e r o u s  d r u g 1  (Barrett ,  1 9 7 7 ) -  As h a s  been n o t e d ,  the 

l i t e r a t u r e  on t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  r e v e a l s  t h a t  t h e y  c o n s i d e r  

m a r i j u a n a  t o  b e  h i g h l y  a y s t i c a l  a n d  a  s o u r c e  of t h e i r  c o n v i c t i o n  

i n  J a h .  V a r i a t i o n s  do e x i s t  w i t h  r ega rd  t o  the method of 

c o n s u m p t i o n .  T h u s ,  t h e  u s e  of ~ a r i j u a n a  c a n  be c o n s i d e r e d  t o  be. 

a u n i v e r s a l  phenomenon  a m o n g s t  the R a s t a f a r i a n s ,  T h e  recent 

c o u r t  case r e g a r d i n g  the l e g i t i m i z a t i o n  of t h i s  d r u g  i n  the 

U n i t e d  S ta tes  was u n d e r t a k e n  by the C o p t i c  R a s t a f a r i a n s ,  a n o t h e r  

g r o u p  w i t h i n  t h e  a o v e m e n t ,  and %as based on t h e  s a c r a m e n t a l  use 

of the d r u g  i n  Rastafar ian r i t u a l s  and r e a s o n i n g  s e s s i o n s  

( C a s h m o r e ,  1977). 

It c a n  be  s u m m a r i z e d  t h e n ,  t h a t  v h i l e  v a r i a t i o o s  do  e x i s t  

w i t h i n  t h e  movement r e g a r d i n g  t h e s e  common d e n o m i n a t o r s ,  t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n  movement  is  bound b y  t h e  c o m m o n a l i t y  o f  t h e  



w o r l d v i e w  and  t h e  a t t i t u d i n a l  c o m p l e x  which a re  c l e a r l y  d e r i v e d  

f r o m  t h e  common b e l i e f  s y s t e m ,  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  r i t u a l i z e d  

i n t a k e  of a a r i j u a n a ,  t h e  ' r e a s o n i n g '  s e s s i o n s ,  a n d  t h e  common 

a t t r a c t i o n  t o  Reggae  m u s i c  s e r v e  t o  b i n d  t h e  d i s p a r a t e  f a c t i o n s  

of the m o v e a e n t  t o g e t h e r s t h u s  c r e a t i n g  a s e n s e  of u n i t y  and 

s o l i d a r i t y .  The f o l l o w i n g  d i s c u s s i o n  w i l l  c e n t r e  o n  the s e c o n d  

m a j o r  . c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of t h e  m y s t i c  c o l l e c t i v i t y  o f  t h e  

E a s t a f a r i a n s ,  i.e, t h e  d i f f e r e n t  g r o u p s  c o - e x i s t i n g  i n  the 

movement.  

T h e  49qy f l a n s i o n s  of B a s t a f a r 2  - 

T h e  h i s t o r i c a l  ~ r o f  i le  of t h e  movement (see c h a p t e r  o n e )  

r e v e a l s  t h a t  e v e n  i n  its e a r l y  p h a s e ,  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  movement  

c o a t a i n e d  v a r i o u s  s u b g r o u p s ,  Some of t h e s e  g r o u p s  mere 

s t r u c t u r e d  i n  a f o r m a l l y  o r g a n i z e d  manne r  ( S i a p s o n ,  

l 9 5 5 a ,  l 9 5 5 b ) .  O t h e r s  were sore l o o s e l y  o r g a n i z e d  a n d  e p h e m e r a l  ' 

( # c P h e r s o n ,  1983).  Hany r e s e a r c h e r s  h a v e  ccmmented  on the 

p r o p e n s i t y  f o r  ' f i s s i o n  a n d  f u s i o n '  i n  t h e  movement (e .g,  S m i t h  

e t - a l ,  1960 ,  Yawiaey, 1979) .  However ,  i t  c a n  b e  a r g u e 3  t h a t  s i n c e  

t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  movement h a s  t h e  f e a t u r e s  of a m y s t i c  

c o l l e c t i v i t y ,  the c o n s t a n t  g e n e r a t i o n  a n d  d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  of 

g r o u p s  s t e e s  from t h e  s u b s t r a t u m  of t h i s  c o l l e c t i v i t y .  

The n a t u r e  of t h e  g r o u p s  t h a t  h a v e  e m e r g e d  f r o m  t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n  c o i l e c t i v i t y  c a n  be c a t e g o r i z e d  i n  t e r i a s  of t h e  two 

d o m i n a n t  o r i e n t a t i c n s   resent w i t h i n  t h e  movement , i .e ,  t h e  



p o l t i c a l  a n d  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  ( A l b u q u e r q u e ,  1977)  . T h e r e  is, 

h o w e v e r ,  a  t h i r d  s t r e a m  o f  t h o u g h t  w h i c h  h a s  e m e r g e d  r e l a t i v e l y  

r e c e n t l y , a n d  which c a n  be  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  a ' c u l t u r a l *  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of R a s t a f a r i a n i s m  / N e t t l e f o r d ,  1972) .  T h e  l a t t e r  

is n o n e t h e l e s s  c l o s e l y  a l i g n e d  i n  terms of g r o u p  a f f i l i a t i o n  

w i t h  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  wing o f  t h e    oven tent. T h e s e  d i f f e r e n t  streams 

of  t h o u g h t  h a v e  f o u n d  e x p r e s s i o n  i n  t h e  f osm o f  s p e c i f i c  g r o u p s ,  

Hence, a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  s u c h  a s  t h e  O r d e r  o f  t h e  N f a h b i n g h i  

i n c o r p o r a t e s  a n d  r e p r e s e n t s  the r e l i g i o u s  a n d  m e s s i a n i c  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of B a s t a f a r i a n i s t t i ,  I n  c o n t r a s t ,  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  

n o v e m e n t  A s s o c i a t i o n  e o t b o d i e s  a  p o l i t i c a l  o r i e n t a t i o n ,  W i t h i n  

t h i s  g e n e r a l  d i c h o t c m y ,  v a r y i n g  d e g r e e s  of p o l i t i c a l  a n d  

r e l i g i o u s  c o l l e c t i v e  e x ~ r e s s i o n s  e x i s t ,  

H e m b e r s h i p  i n  a n y  g r o u p  is c o n t i n g e n t  on t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  

l e v ~ l  o f  c o m m i t m e n t  a n d  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of R a s t a f a r i a n i s m ,  

However ,  t h i s  s p e c t r u n  o f  v a r y i n g  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  w h i c h  are 

c o l l e c t i v e l y  expressed i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  g r o u p  is mos t  a p p a r e n t  i n  
t h e  J a m a i c a n  c o n t e x t  of R a s t a f a r i a n i s m .  I n  o t h e r  p a r t s  of t h e  

Caribbean , E n g l a n d ,  C a n a d a ,  and  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  t h i s  v a r i a t i o n  

i n  g r o u p s  is l i m i t e d ,  T h a t  t h e s e  g r o u p s  e x p r e s s  s p e c i f i c  

o r i e n t a t i o n s  and i n t e r ~ r e t a  ti c n s  o f  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  d o c t r i n e  i s  

e v i d e n t  from t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  o n  i s s u e s  wh ich  h a v e  a d i r e c t  

b e a r i n g  o n  t h e  ~ o v e a t e n t ,  e ,g .  t h e  i s s u e  of r e p a t r i a t i o n ,  a n d  

m o r e  g e n e r a l l y ,  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d s  t h e  w o r l d ,  a n d  t h e i r  

c o n c e p t i o n  o f  s a l v a t i o n ,  I t  is i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  

d i f f e r e n t i a t i n g  f a c t o r s  o f  a t t i t u d e  t o  t h e  u o r f d  a n d  c o n c e p t  o f  



s a l v a t i o n  a r e  a l s o  t h e  c r i t ~ r i a  u s e d  t o  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  s e c t a r i a n  

g r o u p s  ( W i l s o n ,  1 9 7 0 ) .  

T h u s ,  t h e  more p o l i t i c a l  g r o u p s  e s p o u s e  a t h i s - w o r l d l y  b u t  

p r a c t i c a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of s a l v a t i o n  t h r o u g h  r e p a t r i a t i o n ,  a n d  

i n t e r e s t i n g l y  e n o u g h ,  a * M a r x i s t *  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  f ac to r s  

p e r p e t u a t i n g  t h e  o p p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  b l a c k  race. T h e  r e l i g i o u s  

groups are  f e r v e n t  i n  t h e i r  belief i n  t h e  i m p e n d i n g  Armageddon 

a n d  t h e  c o m i n g  o f  Hai le  Selassie t o  r e s c u e  t h e  ' c h o s e n  o n e s 3 ,  

T h e  r e l i g i o u s  g r o u p s  w i t h i n  t h e  moveBen t r e s e r e b l e  t h e  ideal t y p e  

of such r e l i g i o u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a s  t h e  ' c u l t '  a n d  * sec t a ,  

H h i l e  a f a i r  a m o u n t  of r i v a l r y  a n d  c o m p e t i t i o n  e x i s t s  

between t h e s e  v a r i o u s  g r o u p s ,  6 a n  i n n e r  c o r e  o f  t h e  r o v e l a e n t  

d o e s  e x i s t .  C o n t r a r y  t o  most o f  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  o n  the movement 

fe.g. Bar re t t ,  1968 ,  1977, K i t z i n g e r ,  1 9 6 6 ,  1969,  N i c h o l a s ,  

1979 ,  Owens, 1 9 7 6 ,  S i m p o n ,  1955a,1955b, S m i t h  e t - a 1  1960)  w h i c h  

h a s  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  v a r i e t y  of g r o u p s  e x t a n t  w i t h i n  t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n  movement ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  m o v e ~ e n t  c o n t a i n e d  a 

core g r o u p  w h i c h  h i s t o r i c a l f y  p l a y e d  a major role  i n  i n f l u e n c i n g  

t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of the eovemen t  *s bel ief  s y s t e m ,  a n d  i t s  r e l a t i o n s  

w i t h  t h e  s t a te ,  h a s  s c a r c e l y  b e e n  m e n t i o n e d  ( B c P h e r s o n ,  1 9 8 2 ,  

1 9 8 3 ) -  I n  p a r t ,  t h i s  o v e r s i g h t  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  r e s e a r c h e r s  

c a n  be a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  r e t r e a t i s t  p o s i t i o n  a d o p t e d  b y  t h i s  

g r c u p  i n  t h e  l a s t  two d e c a d e s  (McPher son ,  1 9 8 3 ) -  O t h e r  r e l i g i o u s  

g r o u p s  w i t h i n  t h e  moveaen t  a re ,  t o  a l a r g e  d e g r e e ,  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  

* T h i s  is a p p a r e n t  f r o m  p e r s o n a l  o b s e r v a t i o n s  of t h e  movement i n  
J a a a i c a ,  J u l y ,  1983,  



s c h i s ~ s  from t h i s  g r o u F  based o n  p e r s o n a l i t y  c o n f l i c t s  b e t w e e n  

l e a d i n g  members ,  a n d  c o n t e n t i o n  o v e r  r e l i g i o u s  rites a n d  

p r a c t i c e s ,  e . g . t h e  w e a r i n g  of d r e a d l o c k s  wh ich  was a k e y  issue 

i n  t h e  l a t e  1940rs a n d  w h i c h  c u l m i n a t e d  i n  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  of 

v a r i o u s  o t h e r  g r o u p s ,  

T h i s  i n n e r  core of t h e  movement  i s  known a s  t h e  Order of 

t h e  N y a h b i n g h i .  The  name a R y a h b i a g h i *  was o r i g i n a l l y  d e r i v e d ,  b y  

t h e  g r o u p  members, f ron t  a n  a r t i c l e  p u b l i s h e d  i n  the Jamaica 

T i m e s  by  a F r e d e s i c k  P h i l o s ,  who c l a i m e d  t h a t  t h e  N y a h b i n g h i  -- 
g r o u p  was c o m p o s e d  of a p p r o x i m a t e l y  t w e n t y  t h o u s a n d  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  

u n d e r  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  of E m p r o r  H a i l e  S e l a s s i e ,  This a r t i c l e  %as 

p u b l i s h e d  i n  1 9 3 5 ,  a n d  i t  is g e n e r a l l y  a s s u m e d  t h a t  t h e  g r o u p  

d e r i v e d  its n a a e  f r o m  t h i s  p u b l i c a t i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  since t h e  

g o a l  o f  b o t h  g r o u p s  was t h e  e n d  o f  w h i t e  d o m i n a t i o n  a n d  

o p p r e s s i o n .  I n i t i a l l y ,  t h e  Order of t h e  N y a h b i n g h i  was c a l l e d  

t h e  H o u s e  o f  t h e  You th  B l a c k  F a i t h ,  It is i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  

t h a t  t h e  narne N y a h b i n g h i  a p p a r s  i n  the l i t e r a t e  v o r f d  i n  a 

d e s c r i p t i a n  o f  a  r e l i g i o u s  movement i n  a c o r n e r  of Uganda, E. 

Africa, T h e  moveraent, i n  t h i s  c o n t e x t ,  a l s o  h a d  a s i m i l a r  a i m  - 
t h a t  is t h e  o v e r t h r o w i n g  o f  c o l c n i a l  power.  e # y a f i b i n g h i a  was t h e  

name of t h e  Q u e e n  who l e d  t h i s  g r o u p ,  a n d  t o  whoa the l o c a l  

p o ~ u l a t i o n  a t t r i b u t e d  m a g i c a l  p o w e r s  [ A l b u q u e r q u e ,  1977, 

B a r r e t t  , 1968,  1 9 7 7 , N e t t l e f o r d ,  1 9 7 3 ) -  

C o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  loose o r g a n i z a t i o n  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  these 

e a r l y  groups, t h e  House  of the Y o u t h  B l a c k  F a i t h  d i s p l a y e d  a 

h i g h  l e v e l  of o r g a n i z a t i o n  e v e n  i n  its e a r l y  d a y s .  T h e  h e a d  o f  



t h e  g r o u p  was  c a l l e d  t h e  * A k e e 9  man. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  g r o u p  

a l l o c a t e d  o n e  i n d i v i d u a l  a s  t h e  ' T a b l e  man', whose  f u n c t i o n  i t  

was  t o  r e a d  o u t  p r a y e r s  a n d  o t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  

movement  a n d  t h e  g r o u p ,  R e e t i n g s  were h i g h l y  o r g a n i z e d  a s  well 

a s  b e i n g  h e l d  o n  s p e c i f i e d  d a y s ,  A t  t h i s  time i n  t h e  movemen t ' s  

h i s t o r y ,  street m e e t i n g s  were common a m o n g s t  m o s t  of t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n  g r o u p s .  T h i s  d e v i c e  of h o l d i n g  m e e t i n g s  i n  p u b l i c  

s e r v e d  a  t w o - f o l d  poxpose ,  On t h e  o n e  h a n d ,  i t  a l l o w e d  members 

t o  p r e a c h  t o  l a r g e  n u m b e r s  of p e o p l e  who c o u l d  n o t  be 

a c c o m o d a t e d  i n  t h e  sma l l  d w e l l i n g s  of t h e  membersh ip .  On t h e  

o t h e r  h a n d ,  t h e s e  ~ u b l i c  a e e t i n g s  a l l o v e d  f o r  t h e  s p r e a d  o f  t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n  m e s s a g e  when n o  o t h e r  a e a n s  of d i s s e m i n a t i n g  

i n f o r m a t i o n  were a v a i l a b l e  t o  these a d h e r e n t s .  However ,  t h e s e  

s t r e e t  m e e t i n g s  a l s o  became  t h e  p r i m a r y  causes o f  t h e  

p e r s e c u t i o n  i n f l i c t e d  on t h e  b r e t h r e n .  Since t h e s e  m e e t i n g  were 

o p e n  t o  t h e  p u b l i c ,  they were c o n s t a n t l y  b e i n g  i n f i l t r a t e d  by  

i c f o r ~ a n t s  f r o a  t h e  g o v e r n s e n t .  I t  was i n  t h i s  manner  t h a t  

Howell was a r r e s t e d  o n  c h a r g e s  o f  p r e a c h i n g  s e d i t i o n  (P lcPhe r son ,  

1982, 1 9 8 3 ) -  Within t h e  O r d e r  o f  t h e  N y a h b i n g h i ,  t h e  p r e v i o u s l y  

l o o s e l y  s t r u c t u r e d  t h e o l o g y  o f  R a s t a f a r i a n i s m  b e c a n e  more 

c o n c r e t e  a n d  cortlplex, S p e c i f i c  d a y s  were set as ide  f o r  f a s t i n g .  

C e s t a i n  r i tes  r e q u i r e d  members who were d e e p l y  c o m r a i t t e d  t o  t h e  

f a i t h ,  Some r i t u a l s  a n d  key p o s i t i o n s  r e q u i r e d  members  t o  b e  

c e l i b a t e  a n d  g e n e r a l l y  r e f r a i n  fro@ t h e  p o l l u t i n g  a s p e c t s  of  t h e  

w o r l d  [P l cPhe r son ,  1982, 1983).  



T h e  P a s t a f a r i a n  t h e o l o g y , i t  mus t  b e  n o t e d ,  was e v e n  i n  i t s  

e a r l y  s t a g e  q u i t e  c o m p l e x ;  e s p e c i a l l y  s i n c e  t h e  f o u n d e r s  o f  t h e  

movement  h a d  f u s e d  t h e i r  own p r e v i o u s  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f s  w i t h  i t ,  

T h e  p n b l i c a t i o n  of t h e  P r o m i s e d  4 9  i n  t h e  1930 's  r e v e a l s  t h e  

s p e c i a l  i n j u n c t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  f a s t i n g  a n d  o t h e r  r e l a ted  r i t u a l s .  

However ,  t h e  a r t i c u l a t i o n  o f  t h i s  t h e o l o g y  v a r i e s  d e p e n d i n g  o n  

the n a t u r e  of t h e  s p e c i f i c  g r o u p  w i t h i n  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  

c o l l e c t i v i t y ,  T h e  m o s t  h i g h l y  a r t i c u l a t e d  v e r s i o n  of t h i s  

t h e o l o g y  rests w i t h  t h e  O r d e r  o f  t h e  H y a h b i n y h i  [McPher son ,  

1982, 1983). T h e  o t h e r  g r o u p s ,  d e p e n d i n g  o n  t h e  d e g r e e  of 

r e f i g i o u s  o r i e n t a t i o n ,  embody v a r y i n g  f o r m s  of t h i s  t h e o l o g y  a n d  

i n  d i f f e r e n t  d e g r e e s  o f  c o a p l e x i t y ,  I n  a s e n s e ,  t h e  movertlent c a n  

be  v i s u a l i z e d  a s  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  c o n c e n t r i c  r i n g s  r e v o l v i n g  a r o u n d  

a c o r e .  T h e  core is t h e  O r d e r  of the N y a h b i n g h i ,  v h i l s t  o t h e r  

groups, d e p e n d i n g  o n  t h e  d e g r e e  o f  their r e l i g i o u s  o r i e n t a t i o n ,  

a r e  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e s e  c o n c e n t r i c  r i n g s .  T h e  o u t e r  r i n g s  a l s o  

d e p i c t  a t e n d e n c y  away from t h i s  ' s a c r e d '  c o r e ,  and a r e  closer 

t o  t h e  o u t s i d e  * p r o f a n e '  world, T o  a d e g r e e ,  t h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n  is 

a n a l o g o u s  t o  B e r g e r  *s c o n c e p t u a l i z a t i o n  of the c h u r c h  and sect 

i n  terms of t h e i r  re la t i re  ~ o s i t i o n s  to t h e  i a a e d i a c y  of t h e  

s p i r i t ,  T h e  sect ,  w i t h i n  B e r g e r B s  f r a m e u o r k  c o r r e s p o n d s  t o  t h e  

s a c r e d  core, v h i l s t  t h e  c b u r c h  is  c l o s e r  t o  t h e  p r o f a n e  world 

[ H i l l ,  1973) - 
Some f e a t u r e s  common t o  t h e  N y a h b i n g h i  O r d e r  a re  a l s o  found 

i n  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n s  of t h e  i d e a l  t y p i c a l  sect, T h e  N y a h h i n g h i  

O r d e r  c e n t e r s  a r o u n d  t h e  c h a r i s m a t i c  f i g u r e  of Ras E o a n a r g e s ,  a 



well knoun  f i g u r e  i n  the R a s t a f a r i a n  c o m m u n i t y ,  a n d  a l s o  h i g h l y  

r e s p e c t e d  b y  t h e  o t h e r  elders of t h e  communi ty .  n e m h e r s  o f  t h e  

N y a h b i n g h i  O r d e r  a r e  a l s o  t h e  most s e r i o u s  a n d  r e l i g i o u s  

R a s t a f a r i a n s .  R i t u a l s ,  w i t h i n  t h i s  g r o u p ,  a re  h i g h l y  s p e c i f i c  

a n d  t a k e  t h e  f o r m  of f a s t i n g  d a y s  a n d  p r a y e r s .  W i t h i n  t h e  

N y a h ' b i n g h i  O r d e r  i t s e l f ,  v a r i a t i o n s  do e x i s t  b e t w e e n  t h o s e  t h a t  

are  d e e p l y  c o a m i t t e d  t o  t h e  f a i t h  a n d  a r e  a c c o r d e d  s p e c i a l  

s t a t u s  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  r i t u a l s  and r i tes,  a n d  t h o s e  t h a t  

form t h e  o u t e r  p e r i p h e r y ,  K n o w l e d g e  is p r i m a r i l y  t r a n s m i t t e d  

t h r o u g h  o r a l  t r a d i t i o n  f r o m  core m e ~ b e r s  to  o t h e r  members, The  

r e c r u i t m e n t  o f  core a e n b e r s  o c c u r s  t h r o u g h  c o v e r t  @ e m s ,  w h e r e b y  

i n d i v i d u a l  R a s t a f a r i a n s  a r e  c r i t i c a l l y  o b s e r v e d  w i t h  r e g a r d s  t o  

t h e i r  d i s p l a y  of c c n m i t m e n t  t o  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  f a i t h .  

A s  v i t h  a l l  s e c t a r i a n s ,  t h e  w m b e r s  o f  t h e  N y a h b i n q h i  O r d e r  

p e r c e i v e  t h e m s e l v e s  to  te t h e  *elects of J a h ,  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  w h i l e  

t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  l i v i t y  is p r a c t i c e d  i n  v a r y i n g  d e g r e e s  by o t h e r  

R a s t a f a r i a n s ,  meabers of t h e  N y a h b i n g h i  O r d e r  m a n i f e s t  a h i g h e r  

d e g r e e  of c o a m i t ~ e n t  i n s o f a r  a s  t h e  bas ic  p r e c e p t s  o f  t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n  l i v i t y  a r e  c o n c ~ r n e d .  I n  t h i s  s e n s e ,  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  

f a i t h  p e r m e a t e s  e v e r 1  a s p e c t  of a n  indi v i d u a l a s  l i f e ,  W i t h  

r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  r i t u a l  e v e n t s  the N y a h b i n g h i  O r d e r ,  a s  w i t h  a l l  

o t h e r  g r o u p s  h a s  c e r e m o n i a l  g a t h e r i n g s  on s p e c i f i c  n i g h t s  s u c h  

as  t h e  c o m m e m o r a t i o n  o f  Hai le  Selassie's v i s i t  t o  J a m a i c a  a n d  

his b i r t h d a y .  T h e s e  ' b i n g h i s s  a re  a p o w e r f u l  s o u r c e  of 

c o h e s i v e n e s s ,  a n d  s e r v e  t o  b r i n g  members t o g a t h e r  f roin d i f f e r e n t  

g r o u p s ,  a n d  d i f f e r e n t  a r e a s  o f  t h e  island, 



An i n t e r e s t i n g  a s p e c t  o f  t h e s e  ' b i n g h i s 8 , a s  o r g a n i z e d  by 

t h e  M y a h b i n g h i  O r d e r ,  i s  t h a t  v e r y  o f t e n  o t h e r  p e r i p h e r a l  members  

a r e  u n a w a r e  of t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  c e r t a i n  r i t u a l s  u h i c h  a r e  

being a c t e d  o u t .  H e n c e ,  t h e  i n n e r  o r d e r  of t h e  r i t u a l  i s  n o t  

a p p a r e n t  t o  e v e r y o n e .  B a t h e r ,  o n l y  t h e  c o m m i t t e d  a e l a b e r s  a r e  

aware o f  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  a n d  w e a n i n g  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  r i t u a l s  i n  

q u e s t i o n -  For e x a m p l e ,  i n  a b i n g h i  c e r e m o n y ,  a s  c o n d u c t e d  b y  the 

N y a h t i n g h i  O r d e r ,  o n l y  c e r t a i n  s p e c i f i e d  F e r s o n s  a r e  a l l o c a t e d  

t h e  t a s k  of l o o k i n g  a f t e r  t h e  ' f i r e  k e y '  w h i c h  i s  p l a c e d  a t  t h e  

c e n t r e  o f  t h e  circle, P e r i p h e r a l  members  a r e  i g n o r a n t  0.5 t h e  

sacred s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h i s  f i r e  b e y ,  a n d  a l s o  p e r c e i v e  i t  t o  b e  

a n  o r d i n a r y  e v e n t ,  I n  t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  e v e n  t h e  t h e o l o g i c a l  

s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  f i r e  L e y  is unknown b y  p e r i p h e r a l  members  

a n d  o t h e r  R a s t a f a r i a n s  [ X c P h e r s o n ,  1983)- 

R e c e n t  d e v e l o g m e n t s  i n  t h i s  R a s t a f a r i a n  g r o u p  which is 

l o c a t e d  i n  Jamaica, i n d i c a t e  a n  e m e r g i n g  t e n d e n c y  a w a y  f rom t h i s  

a t t i t u d e  of ' r e l i g i o u s  elitism8 i n  terms of t h e  p o s s e s s i o n  t h e  

esoteric t h e o l o g y  o f  t h e  Rastaf a s i a n  f a i t h ,  A c t i v e  a t  t e m p t s  a re  

now b e i n g  u n d e r t a k e n  t y  k e y  aembers of t h e  N y a h b i n g h i  O r d e r  t o  

e n l i g h t e n  t h e  B a s t a f a r i a n  communi ty  i n  the r u r a l  a r e a s  

s u r r o u n d i n g  K i n g s t o n ,  e ,g ,  t h e  p a r i s h  of C l a r e n d o n ,  a n d  o t h e r  

a r ea s  of t h e  C a r i b b e a n , e , g  B a r b a d o s  [E.S.P X c P h e r s o n ,  1983, a n d  

p e r s o n a l  c o n t e u n i c a t i o n ) ,  T h i s  ' r e s u r r e c t i o n *  o f  t h e  N y a h b i n g h i  

O r d e r  is a r e s u l t  of v a r i o u s  e x t e r n a l .  a n d  i n t e r n a l  f a c t o r s  



a f f e c t i n g  t h e  f u t u r e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  movement. 

Compared  to t h e  g e n e r a l  m e m b e r s h i p  of t h e  movement ,  members 

of the N y a h b i n g h i  Order a r e  more s e r i o u s  i n  terms of t h e i r  

r e l i g i o u s  c o m m i t m e n t s .  I n  p a r t ,  t h e  e m b o d i m e n t  of t h e  r e l i g i o u s  

stream o f  R a s t a f a r i a n i s m  a s  e x p r e s s e d  b y  t h e  N y a h b i n g h i  Orde r ,  

stems f r o m  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  Bas B o a n a r g e s  who p l a y e d  

an  active r o l e  i n  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  movement i n  t h e  s i x t i e s ,  a n d  

who was a f o u n d i n g  member of t h e  House  o f  t h e  You th  Black F a i t h .  

T h e  retreat is t  t e n d e n c y  of the l y a h b i n y h i  O r d e r  i n  t h e  last two 

d e c a d e s  c a n  be a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  ~ e r s e c n t i o n  s u f f e r e d  b y  Ras 

B o a n a r g e s ,  A t  present, t h e  b l y a h b i n g h i  O r d e r  i s  resurf a c i n g  with 

an o b j e c t i v e  of l s o b i l i z i n g  the movement  a r o u n d  t h e i r  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  t r a d i t i o n .  i iowever ,  the 

o b s t a c l e s  i m p o s e d  b y  t h e  g o v e r n  g eat and the c o a p e t i n g  h o s t i l i t y  

froa o t h e r  groups are a sure i m p e d i m e n t  t o  t h e  f u l f i l l a e n t  of 

t h i s  g o a l .  N o n e t h e l e s s ,  Ras B o a n a r g e s ' s  l e g i t i m a c y  w i t h i n  t h e  

n i o v e a e n t , a n d  t h e  d i s s e n i n a t i o n  of t h e  B a s t a f a r i a n  t h e o l o g y  b y  - 

members of t h i s  g r o u p  i n  Jamaica a n d  o t h e r  p a r t s  of t h e  

C a r i b b e a n  are  c o n t r i b u t i n g  f a c t a f s  towards the a c h i e v e m e n t  o f  

t h i s  g o a l  [ R c P h e r s o n ,  1983). 

T h e  N y a b b i n g h i  O r d e r  a l s o  c o ~ t a i n s  a s u b g r o o p , c a l l f d  C h u r c h  

T r i u ~ p h a n t ,  This y r o u g  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  wore m i l i t a n t  w i n g  of t h  

P y a h b i n g h i  Order  a n d  is l e d  b y  Ras S h e d r a c h  ( A l b u q n e r q n e ,  1977)- 

W h i l e  h o s t i l i t i e s  between t h e  N y a b b i n g h i ,  t h e  Church T r i u m p h a n t ,  ------------------ 
7 I s h a l l  discuss s o w  of these factors i n  a l a t e r  s e c t i o n  
d e v o t e d  t o  fay p e r c e p t i o n s  of t h e  f u t u r e  of t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  
a o v e m e n t ,  



a n d  o t h e r  g r o u p s  is a n  e v e r  p r e s e n t  f a c to r ,  t h e  c h a r i s m a t i c  

a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  'bone-  Bas B o a n a r g e s  i s  r e c o g n i z e d  b y  a l l  

[ H c P h e r s o n ,  1 9 8 3 )  However ,  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  cf i n t e r - g r o u p  r i v a l r y  

is n o t  o n l y  a p p a r e n t  i n  t h e  J a m a i c a n  C o n t e x t  o f  R a s t a f a r i a n i s m .  

R a t h e r ,  r i v a l r y  b e t w e e n  g r o u p s  h a s  a l s o  been  n o t e d  i n  t h e  

E n g l i s h  v a r i a n t  of t h e  movement [Cashmore ,  1979) . H o u e v e r ,  most 

R a s t a f a r i a n s  r e s i a i n g  i n  o t h e r  C a r i b b e a n  i s l a n d s  are, t o  a l a r g e  

e x t e n t ,  i g n o r a n t  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  g r o u p s  i n  J a m a i c a ,  8 

T h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  g r o u p  t h a t  a p p r o x i m a t e s  t h e  most closely t o  

t h e  i d e a l  t y p e  o f  c u l t  is t h e  T v e l v e  T r i b e s  o f  I s r a e l  

o r g a n i z a t i o n .  E s s e n t i a l l y ,  t h i s  g r o u p  w h i c h  is l e d  by @Erother 

G a d q ,  i s  b a s e d  o n  a  b e l i e f  s y s t e m  r o o t e d  i n  a p a r t i c u l a r  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  cf the b i b l e ,  T h u s ,  members  a r e  a l l o c a t e d  t o  

t r i b e s  d e p e n d i n g  on t h e  m o n t h  they were b o r n  i n ,  Hence, a n  

i n d i v i d u a l  bo rn  in t h e  month  of J u l y  w o u l d  b e  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  

b e l o n g i n g  t o  t h e  t r i b e  o f  Judah, H e n b e r s h i p  w i t h i n  t h i s  g r o u p  is 

v o l u n t a r y ,  a n d  c o m n i t a e n t  is loose1 y d e f i n e d ,  A l t h o u q h  t h e r e  are 

d u e s  c o l l e c t e d  f r o s r  t h e  m e a b e r s h i p ,  t h e y  amoun t  t o  a sma l l  

m o n e t a r y  c o n t r i b u t i o n  wh ich  is n e g l i g i b l e  when c o m p a r e d  t o  t h e  

e c o n o m i c  p o s i t o n s  o f  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  i n  t h i s  groap. B a s i c a i l  y, 

t h e  a e a b e r s h i p  is l a r g e l y  c c m p o s e d  of R e g g a e  ~ u s i c i a n s ,  Bob 

H a r l e y ,  t h e  R e g g a e  K i n g , u a s  a member o f  t h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  

( W h i t e ,  1983) .  

------------------ 
a From p e r s o n a l  c o ~ m u n i c a t i o n s  w i t h  s e v e r a l  i s l a n d  b r e t h r e n  who 
a t t e n d e d  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  T h e o c r a t i c  C o n g r e s s  h e l d  a t  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  of t h e  nest I n d i e s ,  Uona, K i n g s t o n ,  Jamaica, i n  J u l y ,  
1983 ,  



T h e  T w e l v e  ~ r i b e s  h a v e  t h e i r  h e a d q u a r t e r s  i n  K i n g s t o n -  A s  

s u c h  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i c n  of t h i s  g r o u p  i s  s t r u c t u r e d  a l o n g  

d e m o c r a t i c  l i n e s  v i t h  t w e l v e  women a n d  t w e l v e  men a c t i n q  a s  a 

g u i d i n g  c o m m i t t e e  for t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n -  T h e  T w e l v e  T r i b e  members  

meet p e r i o d i c a l l y ,  u s u a l l y  twice a month. T h e r e  is a T w e l v e  

T r i b e  d a n c e  h e l d  o n c e  a month ,  i n  which  a c c o r d i n g  t o  some 

s o u r c e s , 9 a l c o h o l  a n d  o t h e r  n o n - I t a l  f o o d s t u f f s  a r e  s e r v e d ,  

W i t h i n  the R a s t a f a r i a n  movement, t h e  T w e l v e  T r i b e s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  

is c o n s i d e r e d  t o  be a *fa lsea  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  R a s t a f a r i a n i s r u ,  

T h e  N y a h b i n g h i  Orde r  l o o k  upon t h e  T w e l v e  Tribes v i t h  d i s d a i n ,  

H o s t  o f  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  S h e l v e  T r i b e s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  a re  

s e c u l a r  i n  nature i n  t h e  fo rm of s p o r t s  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  d a n c e s ,  

P a r t  of t h e  n e g a t i v e  i m a g e  of t h i s  g r o u p  is f a c i l i t a t e d  b y  the 

n a t u r e  of i ts @ e m b e r s h i p ,  w h i c h  i s  by a n d  l a r g e ,  composed  of 

m u s i c i a n s ,  who are g e n e r a l l y  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e  # w o l v e s  i n  s h e e p ' s  

c l o t h i n g '  by  t h e  e l d e r s  of t h e  ~ rove raen t ,  'In a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  

r e p u t a t i o n  o f  B r o t h e r  Gad i s  r a t h e r  n e g a t i v e  a m o n g s t  t h e  more 

s e r i o u s  R a s t a f a r i a n s ,  g i v e n  h i s  c la im t o  d i v i n i t y  w h i c h  h e  

s t a t e s  q u i t e  e x p l i c i t l y 1 0  

T h e  * c u l t i c *  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  T w e l v e  T r i b e s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  is 

a a n i f e s t e d  i n  a number of u a y s ,  F i r s t l y ,  the e e ~ b e r s h i p  

r e q u i r e m e n t s  i n  s u c h  a g r o o p  a re  m i n i m a l ,  a n d  m e m b e r s h i p ,  i n  ---- -------------- 
9 F r o n  p e r s o n a l  c o f f l a u n i c a t i o n s  with R a s t a f a r i a n s  i n  K i n g s t o n ,  
J a m a i c a ,  d u l y ,  1983 ,  

10 I n t e r v i e w s  u i t h  members  of t h e  N p a h b i n g h i  O r d e r  forrtls t h e  
s o u r c e  of t h i s  i n f c r a a t i o n ,  P a r t i c u l a r l y ,  p e r s o n a l  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  
v i t h  E-S. P. E c P h e r s o n ,  a n d  Bas J o s e p h ,  a J a m a i c a n  R a s t a f a r i a n  
a l s o  c o n f i r m s  t h i s  i n f o r f f l a t i o n ,  



t o t a l i t y ,  is v a g u e l y  d e f i n e d .  Anyone c a n  g o  t o  a  f u n c t i o n  

o r g a n i z e d  b y  the T w e l v e  T r i b e s  g r o u p ,  w h e t h e r  h e  is a 

R a s t a f a r i a n  o r  n o t ,  Compared  t o  t h e  N y a h b i n g h i  O r d e r ,  w h e r e  t h e  

p r e c e p t  of g r o w i n g  d r e a d l o c k s  i s  k i d e l y  a d h e r e d  t o ,  t h e  T w e l v e  

T r i b e s  g r o u p  h a s  no s u c h  s t r i c t  c o d e  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  a n y  a s p e c t  

of t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  l i v i t y ,  S e c o n d l y ,  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  o f  t h e  T w e l v e  

T r i b e  members  a r e  l a r g e l y  s e c u l a r  i n  c o n t e n t ,  a n d  w h a t e v e r  

r e l i g i o u s  r i t u a l s  are p r a c t i c e d  are n o t  a c c o r d e d  t h e  i n t e n s i t y  

o f  r e l i g i o s i t y  a s  f o u n d  a n o n g s t  t h e  O r d e r  of the N y a h b i n g h i ,  

E v e n  t h e  b i m o n t h l y  m e e t i n g s  a re  c h a n g e d  i f  t h e y  h a p p e n  t o  

c o i n c i d e  w i t h  a s e c u l a r  f u n c t i o n  s u c h  a s  a d a n c e .  It c a n  b e  

a r g u e d  t h a t  t h e  Twelve T r i b e s  g r o u p  is  l o c a t e d  on t h e  o u t e r  

r i n g s  o f  t h e  c o n c e n t r i c  circles s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  W yah b i n g h i  c o r e .  

Nembers  o f  t h e  T w e l v e  T r i b e s  g r o u p ,  may, i f  they are deeply 

c o m m i t t e d  t o  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  f a i t h ,  be d r a w n  t o  t h e  N y a h b i n g h i  

O r d e r ,  and t h u s ,  may s h i f t  t h e i r  group a l l e g i a n c e  oves a p e r i o d  

o f  time, 

Uhile t h e  T w e l v e  T r i b e s  s u f f e r  a n e g a t i v e  i m a g e  w i t h  o t h e r  

J a m a i c a n  g r o u p s ,  t h e y  r e a a i n  a d o m i n a n t  R a s t a f a r i a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  

i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  ( W h i t e ,  1983).  The  e v o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  T w e l v e  

T r i b e s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  is a l s o  a r e l a t i v e l y  r e c e n t  event i n  t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n  movement ,  T h e r e  is n o  clear time ~ e r i o d  i n d i c a t e d  i n  

t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  b i r t h  of t h i s  group w i t h i n  t h e  

anovedknt,  h o u e v e r ,  C a s h s o r e  (1977) imp1 ies t h a t  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  

of  T w e l v e  T r i b e s  i n  E n g l a n d  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  early s e v e n t i e s .  

S i n c e  t h e  E n g l i s h  v a r i a n t  of t h e  movoment is  close1 y t i e d  i n  



w i t h  R a s t a f a r i a n i s m  i n  J a m a i c a ,  o n e  may a s s u m e  t h a t  t h e  T w e l v e  

T r i b e s  e m e r g e d  i n  t h e  J a m a i c a n  c o n t e x t  i n  t h e  l a t e  s i x t i e s  o r  

e a r l y  s e v e n t i e s ,  A g a i n ,  t h e  s i z e  of t h e  m e m b e r s h i p ,  a s  w i t h  t h e  

movement a s  a  who le ,  i s  n o t  known. 

It is c l e a r  f r o m  a c c o u n t s  f r o m  d i f f e r e n t  g r o u p s  a n d  

i n d i v i d u a l  B a s t a f a r i a n s  t h a t  t h e  T w e l v e  T r i b e s  o r y a n i z a  t i o n  i s  a 

c o l l e c t i v e  e x p r e s s i . c n  of B r o t h e r  Gad ' s  s p e c i f i c  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  

of t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  b e l i e f  s y s t e m ,  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  a p a r t  f r o m  

B r o t h e r  Gad, t h e r e  d o  n o t  seem t o  b e  o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  t h e  

g r o u p  t h a t  e x e r c i s e  a u t h o r i t y  a n d  d i r e c t  the r aemher sh ip -  I t  

w o u l d  seera l o g i c a l ,  t h e a ,  t h a t ,  t h e  T w e l v e  T r i b e s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  

w o u l d  n o t  survive f c r  l o n g  i f  B r o t h e r  Gad d i e d .  # i t h  t h e  d e a t h  

of t h i s  c h a r i s m a t i c  l e a d e r ,  i n  a l l  p r o b a b i l i t y ,  a c r i s is  o v e r  

l e a d e r s h i p  w o u l d  ensue, Any p o t e n t i a l  power  s t r u g g l e s  f o r  t h e  

l e a d e r s h i p  may s p e l l  t h e  d e m i s e  of t h e  g r o u p ,  o r  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  

o f  a n o t h e r  a l t e r n a t i v e  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  T h e r e  is a p o s s i b i l i t y ,  

h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  t h e  T w e l v e  Tribes o r g a n i z a t i c n  may b r e a k  off 

c o m p l e t e l y  from t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  m o v e a e n t  b y  c r e a t i n g  t h e i r  own 

helief s y s t e m  which s n i t s  t h e i r  g e n e r a l  o r i e n t a t i o n .  T h i s  me thod  

was a d o p t e d  b y  a n o t h e r  g r o u p ,  w h i c h  o r i g i n a l l y  m e r g e d  frola t h e  

s u b s t r a t u m  o f  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  a y s t i c  c o l l e c t i v i t y .  

T h e  d e v e l o ~ m e n t  of t h e  B a s t a f a r i a n  C o p t i c  g r o u p  was .. 
e s s e n t i a l 1  y s imilar  t o  t h e  T w e l v e  T r i b e s  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  The  

C o p t i c s  s e p a r a t e d  from t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  c o l l e c t i v i t y  a n d  

e s t a b l i s h e d  a n  i n d e ~ e n d e n t  r e l i g i c u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  e x p o u n d i n g  a  

b e l i e f  s y s t e m  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  b u t  d i f f e r i n g  i n  some 



a s p e c t s .  T h e  i n s t r u m e n t a l  f a c t o r  i n  t h e  ' s p l i t *  of t h e  C o p t i c s  

f r o n  t h e  w a i n  b o d y  of t h e  R a s t a t a r i a n  movement  i n  Jamaica was 

t h e  m u t u a l  h o s t i l i t y  b e t w e e n  t h e m  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  R a s t a f a r i a n s ,  

u h o  t h e y  d e r o g a t i v e l y  t e r m e d  * r o p e  h e a d s *  r e f e r r i n g  t o  the l o n g  

d r e a d l o c k s  w o r n  by t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  C o p t i c s  

were e n g a g e d  i n  l a s g e  scale c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  m a r i j u a n a  w h i c h  t h e y  

a l s o  t r a d e d  i n  t h e  w o r l d  b l a c k  m a r k e t .  T h e  C o p t i c s  were a l so ,  i n  

terms o f  e c o n o m i c  w e a l t h ,  f a r  b e t t e r  o f f  t h a n  t h e  a v e r a g e  

R a s t a f a r i a n .  I n  t h e i r  case, t h e  p r o f i t s  from t r a d i n g  g a n j a  were 

t h e  m a i n  c o n r i b u t o r  t o  i n d i v i d u a l  w e a l t h .  H o w e v e r ,  a s  w i t h  t h e  

members of t h e  T w e l v e  T r i b e s  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  t h e  C o p t i c s  d i d  n o t  

c h a n n e l  a n y  of t h i s  p r o f i t  i n t o  t h e  I i a s t a f a r i a n  c o m m u n i t y  i n  

Jamaica, a n d  t h u s  were the s u b j e c t  of t h e  same d e g r e e  of  

d i s a p p r o v a l  a s  i s  e x p e r i e n c e d  b y  t h e  T w e l v e  T r i b e s  a e m b e r s  f r o m  

s u c h  g r o u p s  a s  t h e  O r d e r  of t h e  N y a h b i n g h i  ( H c P h e r s o n ,  1 9 8 3 ,  a n d  

p e r s o n a l  c o m a u n i c a t i o n ,  J u l y ,  198.3) , 

I n  a s e n s e ,  t h e  Twelve T r i b e s  g r o u p  a p p r o x i m a t e s  t h e  i d e a l  

t y p e  of ' l o c a l  c u l t '  ( N e l s o n ,  1969)- T h e  T w e l v e  T r i b e s  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  r e v o l v e s  a r o u n d  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  B r o t h e r  Gad ,  who 

i n t r o d u c e d  t h e  n o t i o n  of a s t r o l o g i c a l l y  r u l e d  t r i b e s  w h i c h  is a 

s t r u c t u r a l  f e a t u r e  q u i t e  a l i e n  t o  the r e s t  of t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  

m o v e m e n t ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  sow i a p o r t a n c e  is  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  m o n t h  

o f  J n d a h  w h i c h  is a l s o  t h e  inon th  i n  w h i c h  Hai le  Se lass ie  was 

b o r n ,  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  B r o t h e r  Gad's i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n  b e l i e f  s y s t e m  i s  n o t  l e g i t i m a t e d  b y  o t h e r  g r o u p s  

w i t h i n  t h e  m o v e m e n t ,  a n d  is t h e r e f o r e  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  h e  



* d e v i a n t f ,  I t  i s  p o s s i b l e ,  m o r e o v e r ,  t h a t  w i t h  B r o t h e r  G a d ' s  

d e a t h ,  t h e  T v e l v e  T r i b e s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  w i l l  d i s s o l v e  d u e  t o  t h e  

l a c k  of c h a r i s a a t i c  l e a d e r s h i p ,  I n s o f a r  a s  t h e  i s s u e  o f  

r e p a t r i a t i o n  is c o n c e r n e d ,  t h e  T w e l v e  T r i b e s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  a s  

o p p o s e d  t o  t h e  N y a h b i n y h i  O r d e r ,  is a c t i v e l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  a i d i n g  

t h e  m i g r a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  members to  S h a s h a m a n i  ( t h e  l a n d  a l l o c a t e d  

by t h e  E m p e r o r  t o  the b l a c k  p e o p l e  of t h e  West f o r  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  

to t h e  E t h i o p i a n  c a u s e  a t  t h e  time o f  t h e  I t a l i a n  i n v a s i o n ) ,  I n  

t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  t h e  T v e l v e  T r i b e s  a d o p t s  a d i f f e r e n t  a t t i t u d e  t h a n  

t h e  o n e  i n t e g r a l  t o  the t o  t h e  N y a h b i n g h i  O r d e r  which e n v i s i o n s  

t h e  m e s s i a n i c  r e t u r n  o f  H a i l e S e l a s s i e ,  a n d  t h e  s u b s e q u e n t  

r e p a t r i a t i o n  of a l l  b l a c k s  t o  Africa, a s  a n  i m p e n d i n g  r e a l i t y ,  

tlembers of t h e  T w e l v e  T r i b e s  also m a n i f e s t  a B o r e  

s y n c r e t i s t i c  a t t i t u d e  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e i r  b e l i e f  i n  

R a s t a f a r i a n i s m .  1 1  W i t h i n  t h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  the v a r i a t i o n  

r e g a r d i n g  t h e  E m p e r o r ' s  p o s i t i o n  i n  r e l a t i c n  t o  God is a p p a r e n t .  

By c o n t r a s t ,  i n  t h e  N y a h b i n g h i  O r d e r ,  t h e  d i v i n i t y  o f  t h e  

Emperor a s  J a h  h i m s e l f  is a n  u n d e n i a b l e  fact fo r  a l l  members,  

W h i l e  t h e  t r u e  Nyahman 12 i s  t o  b e  f o u n d  i n  t h e  r u r a l  p a r t s  o f  

Jamaica - i n  t h e  h i l l s  o u t s i d e  t h e  u r b a n  areas, t h e  n e m b e r s  of 

t h e  Twelve T r i b e s  are c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  t h e  u r b a n  c e n t r e s ,  I n  ----------------- 
1 1  A p e r s o n a l  i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  a a e n b e r  of  t h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  
r e v e a l e d  t h a t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  c o m b i n e d  a m y s t i c a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  
o f  o t h e r  E a s t e r n  r e l i g i o n s ,  e - g .  Buddhism,  w i t h  h i s  p e r s o n a l  
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of t h e  B a s t a f a r i a n  f a i t h ,  I n  t h e  c l a s s i c  a a n n e r  
o f  T r o e l t s c h * ~  m y s t i c ,  t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  R a s t a f a r i a n  p e r c e i v e d  a l l  
esoteric r e l i g i o u s  p a t h s  a s  c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  same m e s s a g e .  

l 2 T h e  Nyahman is r e g a r d e d  a s  a  * t r u e e  R a s t a f a r i a n ,  a n d  is  more 
o f t e n  t h a n  n o t ,  a c o r e  member of t h e  O r d e r  o f  t h e  N y a h b i n g h i ,  



g e n e r a l ,  t h e  T w e l v e  T r i b e s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  is c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e  a 

f r i n g e  g r o u p  by t h e  o t h e r  R a s t a f a r i a n  g r o u p s  ( H c P h e r s o n ,  

p e r s o n a l  c o a a u n i c a t i o n ,  J u l y ,  1 9 8 3 ) -  B a s e d  o n  t h e  common 

c h a r a c t e r  i s t i c s  o f  t h e  m e m b e r s h i p ,  t h e  T w e l v e  T r i b e s  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  c o u l d  be c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e  a  f o r ~ a l i z e f l  e x p r e s s i o n  

o f  ' l i k e  minded  ~ e o p l e * w h o  h a v e  a n  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  

f a i t h ,  a n d  f o r  whom t h e  B a s t a f a r i a n  i m a g e  is c o n d u c i v e  t o  

success i n  a worldly s e n s e  (i-e. t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  g a r b  a d o p t e d  by 

R e g g a e  m u s i c i a n s  for p e r s o n a l  e n d s ) ,  

I n  terms o f  W i l s o n ' s  ( 1 9 6 9 ,  1 9 7 0 )  s e v e n  f o l d  t y p o l o g y  of 

s e c t a r i a n i s a ,  t h e  Nyahbinghi O r d e r  comes closest i n  

a p p r o x i m a t i n g  t h e  i d e a l  t y p e  o f  t h e  B e v o l u t i o n i s t  sect C a s e d  on 

some of its features which  correpond w i t h  a s p e c t s  of t h e  

N y a h b i n g h i  O r d e r ,  E s s e n t i a l l y ,  these f e a t u r e s  i n c l u d e  a b e l i e f  

i n  t h e  c a t a c l y s m i c  o v e r t h r o w  o f  t h e  s o c i a l  o r d e r ,  a be l i e f  i n  

t h e  i m m i n e n t  n a t u r e  of t h e  m i l l e n i u a  and t h e  s e c o n d  coming of 

t h e  m e s s i a h ;  a n d ,  a b o v e  all, a response t o  t h e  w o r l d  which is 

p r e d o m i n a n t l y  h o s t i l e .  I n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  above,  t h e  

M y a h b i n g h i  a l s o  c o n s i d e r s  i t s e l f  t o  b e  t h e  only p a t h  t o  

s a l v a t i o @ ,  a n d  holds a self c o n c e p t i o n  of i t s e l f  a s  t h e  'elect 

of J a h * .  

The R a s t a f a r i a n  movement a l s o  c o n t a i n s  a n o t h e r  g r o u p ,  

w h i c h ,  f o l l o w i n g  U i l s o n ' s  t y p o l o g y ,  a ~ p r o a c h e s  the i d e a l  type o f  

t h e  f a t  r o v e r s i o n i s t  sect. The T n t r o v e r s i o n i s t  sect, as  d e f i n e d  

b y  W i l s o n ,  e x h i b i t s  the following c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s :  a n  

i n d i f f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  e x t e r n a l  w o r l d ;  a retreatist a t t i t u d e ;  t o  



t h e  w o r l d  w h i c h  is b o t h  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  a n d  p h y s i c a l ;  a focus o n  

t h e  ' d e e p e n i n g  o f  r e l i g i o u s  e x p e r i e n c e ;  a s t r o n g  s e n s e  o f  g r o u p  

s o l i d a r i t y ,  a n d  a h i g h  v a l u e  p l a c e d  on  c o m n u n a l i s m .  These 

e l e m e n t s  c a n  be f o u n d ,  t o  a d e g r e e ,  i n  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  communi ty  

o f  t h e  Bobo S h a n t i s ,  

T h e  Bobo S h a n t i s  a re  a c o ~ m u n i t a r i a n  g r o u p  r e v o l v i n g  a r o u n d  

t h e  c h a r i s m a t i c  l e a d e r s h i p  of  Prince Emmanuel  who a l s o  c l a i ~ s  

d i v i n e  powers ,  T h e  Bobo S h a n t i s  live i n  a c o n n o n e  o n  Z i o n  H i l l ,  

w h i c h  is l o c a t e d  in a s t r a t e g i c  a rea  f a c i n g  t h e  sea ,  s u c h  t h a t  

when t h e  l o n g  a w a i t e d  s h i p s  a r r i v e  to  t r a n s p o r t  t h e  b l a c k s  b a c k  

t o  t h e i r  ' h e a r t l a n d *  - A f r i c a ,  t h e  Bobo S h a n t i s  w i l l  b e  the 

f i rs t  t o  kaow, P r i n c e  Emnaannel 's  commune is tightly o r g a n i z e d  

w i t h  r i g i d  b e h a v i o u r a l  a n d  role e x p e c t a t i o n s ,  The  P r i n c e ,  

h i m s e l f ,  is t r e a t e d  l i k e  r o y a l t y ,  a n d  h a s  a  c e n t r a l  area w h e r e  

h e  h o l d s  c o u r t  a n d  r e c e i v e s  v i s i t o r s ,  U s u a l l y ,  i n  o n e  o f  t h e s e  

r o y a l  a u d i e n c e s ,  t h e  p r i n c e  is a t t e n d e d  by h i s  ' c o u r t i e r s '  who 

s t a n d  on either s i d e ,  f a n n i n g  him, a n d  g e n e r a l l y  c a t e r i n g  t o  h i s  

e v e r y  whim, D i e t a r y  l a w s  a r e  s t r i c t l y  f o l l o w e d  and s p e c i f i c  

t a s k s  a l l o c a t e d  to  members, for e x a m p l e ,  the f o o d  i s  cooked by a 
A 

s p e c i f i c  p e r s o a .  A n  e l a b o r a t e  c o d e  of e t i q u e t t e  is followed i n  

t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  P r i n c e ,  V i s i t o r s  a re  a l s o  r e q u i r e d  t o  

d i s p l a y  t h e  same h c n o u r  a n d  d i g n i t y  t o w a r d s  t h e  P r i n c e ,  b y  

p a r t a k i n g  i n  t h i s  c o u r t  e t i q u e t t e ,  P r a y e r  r i t u a l s  are also i n  

s trict  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  P r i a c e ' s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  f a i t h .  

S o c i a l  laws r e g a r d i n g  women a r e  a l s o  elaborate;  a woman c a n n o t  

e n t e r  t h e  colrtmunal h o u s e  of w o r s h i p  or  a p p e a r  before t h e  P r i n c e ,  



u n t i l  f i f t e e n  d a y s  a f t e r  h e r  m e n s t r u a l  c y c l e  h a s  begun. U n t i l  

t h i s  p o i n t ,  women a r e  s u p p o s e d  t o  g o  i n t o  ' c o n c e a l m e n t '  a n d  n o t  

e v e n  b e  seen or  h e a r d  e x c e p t  b y  o t h e r  women who ace a p p o i n t e d  t o  

l o o k  a f t e r  them, The s a m e  s c c i a l  c o d e s  a p p l y  t o  women who h a v e  

r e c e n t l y  u n d e r g o n e  c h i l d b i r t h ,  

I n  t h e  Bobo S h a n t i  c o a a u n e ,  b o t h  men a n d  women h a v e  t o  b i n d  

t h e i r  h e a d  u i t h  c l o t h .  E v e n  when t h e  aeabers  a r e  o u t s i d e  t h e  

ccmmune, t h e y  a r e  i n s t r u c t e d  t o  wear t h i s  h e a d  dress, D e v i a n c e  

o f  a n y  sort w i t h i n  t h e  commune is p u n i s h e d  b y  o s t r a c i s n  o r  

e x p u l s i o n ,  I n  most cases, m e a b e r s  h a v e  b e e n  e x p e l l e d  f o r  crimes 

s u c h  a s  q u e s t i o n i n g  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  of P r i n c e  E a m a n u e l  o r  

v i o l a t i n g  t h e  soc i a l  c o d e s  ( H c P h e r s o n ,  1983, a n d  p e r s o n a l  

c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  J u l y  1 9 8 3 ) -  However,  t h e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  h a n d i n g  

between t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  B o b o s  and t h e  commune is  o f  such a n a t u r e  

t h a t  even when t h e y  are  e x p e l l e d ,  t h e  a d h e r e n t s  r e f u s e  t o  l e a v e  

t h e  commune e n t i r e l y  a n d  c a n  be  f o u n d  i n  s m a l l  c o m u n i t i e s  i n  

t h e  i s s e d i a t e  p r o x i m i t y  of the commune, 1 3  T h e  Bobo g e n e r a l l y  

k e e p  t o  t h e m s e l v e s  a n d  w i l l  r a r e l y  i n t e r a c t  with o u t s i d e r s ,  

I a f e r v i e w s  w i t h  P r i n c e  Eaaanuel are  d i f f i c u l t  t o  o b t a i n  

u n l e s s  t h e  r e s e a r c h e r  c o s e s  well recommended,  A s i d e  f r o m  t h i s ,  

t h e  Eobo S h a n t i  comsune is t e c h n o l o g i c a l l y  a b r e a s t  w i t h  r e g a r d s  

t o  r e t a i n i n g  i n • ’  o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  c o m a u n e  a n d  t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n  movement  as  a whole.  A n y  i n t e r v i e w s  u t h  o u t s i d e r s  

------------------ 
1 3  P e r s o n a l  o b s e r v a t i o n s  i n  J a a a i c a  have c o n f i r m e d  t h i s  f a c t ,  
T h ~ s e  c o m m u n i t i e s  o f  e x i l e d  p e r s o n s ,  n u ~ b e r i n g  s o m e  t w e n t y  t o  
t h i r t y  a d h e r e n t s ,  a r e  u s u a l l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  the p r o d u c t i o n  of 
l e a t h e r  g o o d s .  



a r e  a l s o  r e c o r d e d  by t h e  Boko f o r  f u t u r e  u s e  a n d  r e f e r e n c e .  I t  

is i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  see t h e  a r c h a i c  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  commune w i t h  

r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  d e f e r e n c e  d i s p l a y e d  t o w a r d s  P r i n c e  Emmanuel,  a n d  

t h e  u s e  o f  t e c h n o l o g y  by t h e  Bobos,  F u r t h e r i n o r e ,  i t  is common 

k n o w l e d g e  a m o n g s t  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  i n t e l l e c t u a l s ,  t h a t  t h e  P r i n c e  

s p e n d s  m o s t  o f  h i s  t i a e  w r i t i n g  le t ters  t o  h e a d s  o f  s t a tes  a l l  

o v e r  t h e  w o r l d  r e g a r d i n g  r e p a t r i a t i o n ,  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  

B a s t a f a r i a n  f a i t h ,  a n d  c o n d e m n a t i o n  of p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n s  w h i c h  

d i r e c t l y  o r  i n d i r e c t 1  y af fec t  the R a s t a f a r i a n  communi ty ,  14 

T h e  Bobo co taaune  e x h i b i t s  t h e  classic f e a t u r e s  o f  a sec t  i n  

terms of t h e  p e r t e t r a t i o n  of r e l i g i o u s  e t h i c  i n t o  e v e r y  a s p e c t  o f  

t h e  a d h e r e n t ' s  l i f e ;  a p r o c e s s  f a c i l i t a t e d  b y  t h e  c l o s e  communal  

l i v i n g  o f  t h e  Bobo S h a n t i s ,  S i a i l a r l y ,  P r i n c e  Emmanuel ' s  

p o s i t i o n  w t h i n  t h i s  g r o u p  a p p r o x i m a t e s  t h e  i d e a l  s e c t a r i a n  locus 

o f  a u t h o r i t y  w h i c h  is i n  t h e  f o r& of a p e r s o n a l  c h a r i s m a t i c  

l eade r ,  located w i t h i n  the sect, T h e  Dobos  a r e  a l s o  n o t  

c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  a n y  f o r m  of o v e r t  e v a n g e l i s t s  o r  c o n v e r s i o n ,  

R a t h e r ,  c o n v e r s i o n  is g r a d u a l ,  a n d  is l a r g e l y  f a c i l i t a t e d  b y  t h e  

i n t r o d u c t i o a  o f  t h e  n o v i c e  to  o t h e r  members  of t h e  comaune  who 
C 

t h e n ,  o v e r  a p e r i o d  o f  tirse, g r a d u a l l y  i m p a r t  t h e  t e a c h i n g s  o f  

t h e  c o m a u n e  t o  these new c o a v e r t s ,  

T h e  i n t e r p r e t  a t i o n  o t  R a s t a f a r i a n i s m  e s p o u s e d  ky P r i n c e  

Eramanuel c o r r e s ~ o o d s  t o  t h e  core a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  movemen t g s  

------------------ 
1 4  A L i b y a n  a e d i c a l  p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  v i s i t i n g  Jamaica, r e v e a l e d  
t h a t  a l e t t e r  s e n t  b y  P r i n c e  E n m a n u e l  c o n c e r n i n g  the 
O r g a n i z a t i o n  of B f  r i c a n  U n i t y  #s p o s t p o n e d  m e e t i n g ,  was p u b l i s h e d  
i n  a l o c a l  n e w s p a p e r  i n  L i b y a  [ p e r s o n a l  c o m m i c a t i o n ,  J u l y  1 9 8 3 ) .  



t h e o l o g y .  T h i s .  i n c l u d e s  a  b e l i e 2  i n  t h e  d i v i n i t y  o f  H a i l e  

S e l a s s i e  a s  t h e  p e r s o n i f i c a t i o n  o t  God; a n d  t h e  b e l i e f  i n  t h e  

r e a l i t y  a c d  i m m i n e n t  n a t u r e  o f  r e p a t r i a t i o n ,  T h e  l a t t e r  is 

v i e w e d  i n  t h e  c l a s s i c a l  m e s s i a n i c  s e n s e  w h e r e b y  s h i p s  w i l l  b e  

s e n t  t o  J a m a i c a  t o  c a r r y  t h e  ' c h o s e n  o n e s *  back t o  Z i o n  

( A f r i c a ) ,  A l t h o u g h  t h e  P r i n c e  is  well t h o u g h t  of b y  t h e  o t h e r  

e l d e r s  o f  t h e  m o v e a e n t ,  h i s  c l a i a  t o  d i v i n i t y  h z s  i n c i t e d  s o m e  

r e a c t i o n .  T h e  i n t e r e s t i n g  aspect of t h i s  i n t e r a c t i o n  between t h e  

Bobo a n d  o t h e r  R a s t a f a r i a n  g r o u F s  i s  t h a t  t h e  l a t t e r  s i m p l y  d e n y  

t h e  P r i n c e ' s  c la im t o  d i v i n e  power. 1s T o  a  l a r g e  e x t e n t ,  t h e  

o ~ e r a l l  l e g i t i a a c y  of P r i n c e  Emmanuel is d e r i v e d  f r o m  h i s  

r e p u t a t  ion i n  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  c o ~ t m u n i t y  a s  b e i n g  a s e r i o u s  

p r o ~ o n e n t  of R a s t a f a r i a n i s m ,  a n d  a s  i n c o r p o r a t i n g  t h e  b a s i c  

t e n e t s  of t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  l i v i t y  i n  t h e  commune, However ,  

p e r s o n a l  o b s e r v a t i o n s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e r e  are  some g r o u p s  t h a t  

view t h e  B o b o s  a s  b e i n g  e x t r e m i s t s  i n  t h e i r  p r a c t i c e  o f  t h e  

F a s t a f a ~ i a n  f a i t h ,  A s i d e  from t h e s e  m a i n  t e n e t s  o f  

R a s t a f a r i a n i s i a ,  t h e  Rcbo i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  a n d  p r a c t i c e  a l s o  

c o n t a i n s  t h e  r e c i t a t i o n  of s p e c i f i c  p r a y e r s  wh ich  i n c l u d e  P r i n c e  
C 

E m n t a n u e l r s  name ( t h i s  is a ~ p a r e n t  from t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  

d i s t r i b u t e d  b y  the commune t o  r e s e a r c h e r s  a n d  o t h e r s  who are 

i n t e r e s t e d  i n  o b s e r v i n g  t h e  c o m a u n e ) .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  d e m o g r a p h i c  

------------------ 
15 T h e  l i t e r a t u r e  a v a i l a b l e  from t h e  Bobo commune c l e a r l y  s t a t e s  
t h a t  P r i n c e  E m n a n u e l  is a n  * i n c a r n a t i o n  o f  Raile Se lass iew-  Yet, 
a o s t  o f  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  I s p o k e  w i t h  r e f u s e d  t o  a c k n o w l e d g e  
t h i s  u n t i l  c o n f r o n t e d  w i t h  t h i s  l i t e r a t u r e ,  a d  e v e n  t h e n ,  t h e  
r e a c t i o n  was o n e  o r  n o n c h a l a n c e ,  ( P e r s o n a l  c o ~ m u n i c a t i o n s  w i t h  
R a s t a f a r i a n s  i n  K i n g s t o n ,  J a n a i c a ,  J u l y ,  1 9 8 3 ) .  



i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e  a d h e r e n t s  o f  t h i s  g r o u p  is l a c k i n g  i n  t h e  

l i t e r a t u r e ,  I n  fact ,  t h e r e  is s c a r e l y  a n y  m e n t i o n  o f  t h i s  g r o u p  

i n  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  on t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s .  

G r o u p s  i n c o r ~ o r a t i n g  a  p o l i t i c a l  o r i e n t a t i o n  i n c l u d e  t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n  Bovemen t  A s s o c i a t i o n  ( A l b u q u e r q u e ,  1 9 7 7 ) ,  t h e  R a s t a  

B r e t h r e n  R e p a t r i a t i o n  Associa t i o n  [ N e t t l e f o r d ,  l 9 7 2 ) ,  a n d  t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n  locals of t h e  E t h i o g i a n  W o r l d  F e d e r a t i o n  (Yawney, 

1979). T h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  y r o u F s  s u c h  a s  t h e  J u d a h  C o p t i c s  w h i c h  

seem t o  c o m b i n e  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  r e l i g i o u s  o r i e n t a t i o n s ,  In o n e  

s e n s e , t h i s  p o l i t i c a l  stream h a s  i ts r o o t s  i n  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  

t h e o l o g y .  T h e  b e l i e f  i n  a t h e o c r a t i c  g o v e r n m e n t  r u l e d  b y  a 

d i v i n e  k i n g  h a s  p e r p e t u a t e d  t b e  p o l i t i c a l  eleaeat i n  t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n  movement,  T h u s ,  i t  c a n  b e  a r g u e d  t h a t  t h i s  p o l i t i c a l  

e l e m e n t  h a s  b e e n  h i v e d  of f  f r o @  t h e  b e l i e f  s p s t e e n  a n d  beccme 

f o r m a l l y  e x p r e s s e d  t h r o u g h  t h e s e  d i s t i n c t 1  y p o l i t i c a l l y  o r i e n t e d  

g r o u p s ,  W i t h i n  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  b e l i e f  s y s t e m ,  t h i s  stems f r o m  

t h e  ' s p l i t *  b e t w e e n  the ' c h u r c h i c a l s  a n d  * s t a t eca l9  16 elements - 

f o u n d  i n  t h e  c o n c e p t  of d i v i n e  t h e o c r a c y ,  

T h e  p o l i t i c a l  groups w i t h i n  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  c o l l e c t i v i t y  
C 

h a v e  c e r t a i n  e l e s a e n t s  i n  contmon, T h e y  a re  a l l  bound  b y  the 

common d e n o m i n a t o r s  o f  R a s t a f a r i a n i s ~  d i s c u s s e d  ear l ier .  I n  t h i s  

s e n s e ,  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s y m b o l s  are c o n c e a l e d  by  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  

c l o a k  of R a s t a f a r i a n i s e r ,  This is  n o t  to s a y  t h a t  members  of 

t h e s e  p o l i t i c a l  g r o u p s  a t a s q u e r a d e  a s  R a s t a f a r i a n s ,  rather ,  t h a t  

16These are R a s t a f a r i a n  ter@s: t h e  religious f c h u r c k i c a l )  a n d  
t h e  s t a t e  o r  g o v e r n m e n t a l  m a c h i n e r y  { s t a t e c a l l ,  



t h e  p o l i t i c a l  g o a l s  a n d  a s p i r a t i o n s  o f  t h i s  g r o u p  a re  a c c o r d e d  a 

h i g h e r  ~ r i o r i t y  t h a n  t b e  p r a c t i c e  of t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  f a i t h  

a l o n e ,  T h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  t r a d i t i o n  allows t h i s  g r o u p  to v o c a l i z e  

i t s  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  e x i s t i n g  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s ,  a n d  

f u r t h e r m o r e  p r o v i d e s  t h e m  w i t h  a s u i t a b l e  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  t h e i r  

* i d e a l 1  s o c i e t y ,  T h u s ,  t h e  c o n c e p t i o n  of r e d e m p t i o n  t h r o u g h  

r e p a t r i a t i o n  is a g o a l  w h i c h  is s t r i v e n  f o r  i n  a mater ial  s e n s e  

by t h i s  g r o u p .  

T h e  p o l i t i c a l  g r o u p s  w i t h i n  t h e  movement  a re  h i g h l y  

p o p u l a t e d  by a c a d e m i c s ,  a n d  t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  f o r m  t h e  v a n g u a r d  

of the p a r t i c u l a r  g r o u p s  t h e y  b e l o n g  t o ,  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  H o r t i m o  

P l a n n o ,  o n e  o f  t h e  l e a d i n g  aembers o f  a p o l i t i c a l  g r o u p ,  a n d  

u n d e r  w h o s e  d i r e c t i o n  t h e  Rasta Voice, a R a s t a f a r i a n  n e w p a p e r ,  

is p u b l i s h e d ,  is c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e  o n e  of t h e  a o s t  l e a r n e d  

R a s t a f a r i a n s  i n  t h e  ~ o v e ~ e n t  { A l b u q u e r q o e ,  1977).  L e a d i n g  t h e s e  

p f i t  i c a l l y  i n c l i n e d  g r o u p s  a re  a number  o f  c h a r i s m a t i c  p e r s o n s  

who a r e  a v i d  s u p p o r t e r s  of s p e c i f i c  p o l i t i c a l  i d e o l o g i e s - T h e  

p e r s o n a l i t y  p r o f i l e s  o f  t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  h a s  been d o c u m e n t e d  b y  

A1i;nquerque f 1977) who r e v e a l s  t h a t  most o f  these i n d i v i d u a l s  

h a v e  b e e n  p o l i t i c a f l p  a c t i v e  i n  o t h e r  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  and  

movertien ts a t  some time i n  t h e i r  p a s t ,  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  Ras D e  S i l v a ,  

a n  i n f l u e n t i a l  p e r s o n a l i t y  who a l s o  c h a i r e d  a l a r g e  p a r t  of the 

r e c e n t  f n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o n g r e s s  of t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  i n  J a m a i c a  

[ J u l y ,  1983), was a l s o  a n  a c t i v e  member of t h e  Communi s t  p a r t y  

i n  o n e  o f  t h e  C a r i b k e a n  i s l a n d s  ( A l b u q u e r q u e ,  1 9 7 7 ) .  Yet, there 

is a c o n f l i c t  of  i n t e r e s t s  h e r e  g i v e n  that t h e  t h e  movement a s  a 



w h o l e  does n o t  a d v o c a t e  a n y  l e v e l  o f  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  

p o l i t i c a l  a r e n a .  I n  f a c t ,  a t  t h e  r e c e n t  c o n f e r e n c e  h e l d  i n  

K i n g s t o n ,  Jamaica, t h e  banner a b o v e  t h e  m a i n  ~ o d i u l n  p o r t r a y e d  i n  

l a r g e  let ters ,  a  s t r o n g l y  w o r d ~ d  m e s s a g e  s t a t i n g  t h a t  lRas t a s  

d o n ' t  w a n t  n o  ~ o l i t i c s ' . l 7  

The aaa j o r  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e s e  p o l i t i c a l  g r o u p s  a n d  t h e  

r e l i g i o u s  g r o u p s  i s  t h a t  t h e  f o r m e r  e s F o u s e  a B o r e  r e a l i s t i c  

v i e w  o f  r e p a t r i a t i o n .  In o n e  s e n s e ,  i t  c o u l d  b e  a r g u e d  t h a t  

t h e s e  p o l i t i c a l  g r o u p s  have p e r ~ e t u a t e d  G a r v e y 9 s  p h i l o s o p h y  o f  

A f r i c a n  r e p a t r i a t i o n ,  G a r v e y  h a d  hoped  t o  a c c o m p l i s h  t h i s  

p r o c e s s  o f  r e p a t r i a t i o n  t h r o u g h  h i s  s h i p  l i n e  c a l l e d  t h e  ' B l a c k  

S t a r  f i n e r *  ( B a r r e t t ,  1977, C a s h m o r e ,  1979). The p h y s i c a l  m e a n s  

by w b i c h  r e p a t r i a t i o n  was t o  be a c h i e v e d  h a s  b e e n  e m u l a t e d  b y  

t h e  p o l i t i c a l  g r o u p s ;  e x c e p t  t h a t  t h e i r  me thod  c o n s i s t s  o f  

e x e r t i n g  p r e s s u r e  on  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  of Jamaica a n d  t h e  U n i t e d  

N a t i o n s ,  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e s e  p o l i t i c a l  g r o u p s  demand 

* r e p a t r i a t i o n  w i t h  c o m p e n s a t i o n *  b a s e d  on  t h e i r  f o r c e d  m i g r a t i o n  

a n d  c o ~ r c e d  l a b o u r ,  Thus, t h e y  demand t h a t  t h e  g o v e r n a e n t s  a n d  

o t h e r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  b o d i e s ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s ,  pay  f o r  

t h e i r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and s e t t l e m e n t  c o s t s  i n  A f r i c a .  

T h e  p o l i t i c a l  g r o u p s ,  a l t h o u g h  e n g a g i n g  i n  the s t a n d a r d  

r i t u a l s  and p r a y e r s  o f  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  f a i t h ,  l ack  t h e  elaborate 

a n d  h i g h l y  a r t i c u l a t e d  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e o l o g y  p o s s e s s e d  by t h e  

W y a h b i n g h i  Order .  F u r t h e r m r e ,  t h e  r e a s o n i n g s  e n g a g e d  i n  by  

I ?  P e s o n a l  o b s e r v a t i o n s  a t  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  i n  K i n g s t o n ,  Jaaaica,  
J u l y  1983. 



membess o f  t h e s e  g r o u p s  is h i g h l y  p o l i t i c a l  i n  c o n t e n t  

( A l k u q u e r q u e ,  1977).  D u r i n g  t h e  s i x t i e s ,  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  *s 

p o l i c i e s  of c o o p t a t i o n  t h r o u g h  r e h a b i l i t a t i v e  p rog rammes  were 

m o s t  s u c c e s s f u l  a m o n g s t  t h e  p o l i t i c a l l y  i n c l i n e d  g r o u p s ,  T h i s  is 

d u e  t o  their  u n d e r l y i n g  p t t i l o s o ~ y  which  is t o  i m p r o v e  the 

s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  c o n d i t i o n  of b l a c k s  i n  J a ~ a i c a n  s o c i e t y ,  T h e  

N y a h b i n g h i  O r d e r ,  b y  c o n t r a s t ,  r e j e c t e d  t h e s e  m e a s u r e s  o f  

r e h a b i l i t a t i o n ,  s t a t i n g  t h a t  r e p a t r i a t i o n  was a l l  i t  

d e s i r e d 1 8  ( A l b u q u e r q u e ,  1977,  M c P h e r s o n ,  1 9 8 3 ) .  

T h e  B a s t a f a r i a n s  t h a t  c o a p o s e  t h e  a e m b e r s h i ~  of t h e s e  

p o l i t i c a l l y  i n c l i n e d  g r o u p s  are  t s o s t l y  t h o s e  t h a t  e s p o u s e  a 

p o l i t i c a l  l e a n i n g  t o w a r d s  a p a r t i c u l a r  i d e o l o g y ,  or a r e  

a t  t r a c k e d  t o  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  r h e t o r i c  o f  t h e  movement , i ,e, i ts 

a n t i - e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o r i e n t a t i o n ,  its v i e w  o f  t h e  b l a c k s  a s  a n  

o p p r e s s e d  c l a s s ,  etc, T h e  l a t t e r  g r o n p  are u n i v e r s i t y  s t u d e n t s  

a n d  h a v e  b e e n  i d e n t i f i e d  by  N e t t l e f o r d  (1973) a s  ' f u n c t i o n a l *  

R a s t a f a r i a n s ,  s i n c e  t h e y  u s e  their a f f i l i a t i o n  t o  t h e  movement 

f o r  p e r s o n a l  e n d s ,  
v 

T h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e s e  p o l i t i c a l l y  i n c l i n e d  g r o u p s  w i t h i n  

t h e  movement h a s  l e d  some r e s e a r c h e r s  t o  a p p l y  w o r s l e y 8 s  (1967)  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  m i l l e n n i a 1  movemen t s  a s  p r e - p o l i t i c a l  

phenomena  p a v i n g  t h e  way fo r  t h e  d e v e l o ~ a e n t  of m a t u r e  p o l i t i c a l  

p a r t y  f o r m a t i o n ,  The f a c t  t h a t  Jamaica h a s  had a two p a r t y  

p o l i t i c a l  s y s t e m  s i n c e  its i n d e p e n d e n c e  c o u n t e r s  a d i r e c t  

------------------ 
1 8 P e r s o n a f  i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  R a s  B o a n a r g e s  a l s o  c o n f i r m s  t h i s  
f i n d i n g  [ K i n g s t o n ,  Jamaica, J u l y ,  1983) -  



a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  # o r s l e y a s  t h e o r y ,  A l b u q u e r q u e  (1977)  claims t h a t  

t h e  t w o  p a r t y  s y s t e m  c u r r e n t l y  i n  effect i n  Jamaica, r e f r e s e n t s  

t h e  e l i t e  a n d  m i d d l e  c l a s s e s  o f  t h a t  s o c i e t y ,  Hence ,  a n y  

a d e q u a t e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  b l a c k s ,  who f o r m  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  

t h e  t o t a l  p o p u l a t i c n  who a r e  a t  t h e  b o t t o m  of t h e  s o c i a l  l a d d e r ,  

is l a c k i n g .  T h e  g r o u p s  e m b o d y i n g  p o l i t i c a l  e1ement . s  i n  t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n  t r a d i t i o n  allow f o r  s o m e  s o r t  o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  f o r  

t h e s e  b l a c k s ,  T h i s  e x p l a i n s ,  t o  some d e g r e e ,  t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  

s u r v i v a l  of  t h e s e  ~ o l i t i c a l l y  i n c l i n e d  g r o u p s  w i t h i n  t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n  c o l l e c t i v i t y ,  

S i n c e  t h e  s i x t i e s ,  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  movement  h a s  been 

s u b j e c t e d  t o  s a r i o o s  ~ o l i c i e s  of c o o p t a t i o n  a n d  c o n t a i n m e n t  by  

t h e  g o v e r n a e n t ,  Some of t h e s e  p o l i c i e s  were a d i r e c t  r e s n f t  of 

t h e  r e c o n m e n d a t i o n s  s e t  f o r t h  by  t h e  1 9 6 0  U n i v e r s i t y  r e p o r t .  One 

o f  t h e s e  r e c o m a e n d a t i o a s  r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  i n v i t e  a 

branch of t h e  E t h i o p i a n  O r t h o d o x  C h u r c h  t o  Jamaica, T h i s  wou ld  

t h e n  a l l o w  f o r  some s o r t  of ' l e g i t i m a t e *  r e l i g i o u s  a f f i l i a t i o n  . 

f o r  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  [ S m i t h  e t  a l ,  1 9 6 0 ) -  C o n s e i q u e n t l y ,  t h e  

E t h i o p i a n  O r t h o d o x  C h u r c h  se t  u p  a b r a n c h  i n  Jamaica i n  the @ i d  
v 

s i x t i e s . 1 9  I n  t h e  e a r l y  p e r i o d  of t h e  E t h i o p i a n  O r t h o d o x  

C h u r c h ' s  p r e s e n c e  i n  Jaaaica, many R a s t a f a r i a n s  became 

------------------ 
1 9  T h e  E t h i o p i a n  O r t h o d o x  C h u r c h  is t h e  s t a t e  r e l i g i o u s  b o d y  o f  
E t h i o p i a ,  W h i l e  i ts r e l i g i o u s  t h e o l o g y  d i f f e r s  f r o m  the Roman 
C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h ,  e s p e c i a l l y  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  emphasis placed 
o n  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  a n d  h i s t o r i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  
m e e t i n g  b e t w e e n  S o l o m o n  a n d  S h e b a  a n d  t h e  t r a n s f e r  of t h e  A r k  of 
t h e  C o v e n e n t  t o  Z t h i o p i a ,  T h e  p r i e s t s  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  b r a n c h e s  o f  
t h e  c h u r c h  a r e  c h o s e n  and  a l l o c a t e d  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  by t h e  e l i t e  
of t h e  E t h i o p i a n  O r t h a d o x  C h u r c h  i n  E t h i o p i a  (Cashmore ,  1977)  . 



a f f i l i a t e d  t o  it, e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e  c h u r c h  ref u s e d  t o  al low t h e  

w e a r i n g  o f  d r e a d l o c k s ,  a n d  set  o u t  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  t h a t  o n l y  

t h o s e  m e n b e r s  u h c  were w i l l i n g  t o  c r o p  t h e i r  l o c k s  wou ld  b e  

b a p t i s e d  a n d  a d m i t t e d  i n t o  t h e  c h u r c h .  N o n e t h e l e s s ,  m e m b e r s h i p  

s w e l l e d  w i t h  R a s t a f a r i a n s  who c c n s i d e r f d  t h e  c h u r c h  a s  

r e p r e s e n t i n g ,  i n  a n  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  a n d  l e g i t i m a t e  f o r m ,  t h e  

b e l i e f  i n  t h e  d i v i n i t y  o f  flaile S e l a s s i e ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  t h i s  was 

o p e n l y  d e n i e d  b y  t h e  c h n r c h  l e a d e r s  ( B a r r e t t ,  1 9 7 7 , C a s h m o r e ,  

1979). T h e  more r e l i g i o u s  o r i e n t e d  g r o u p s  w i t h i n  t h e  movement 

ref used t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e s  o f  t h e  E t h i o p i a n  O r t h o d o x  

C h u r c h  on t h e  g r o u n d s  t h a t  o n e  d i d  n o t  n e e d  a n  e x t e r n a l  c h u r c h  

t o  u o r s h i p  J a h ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  s p i r i t  of J a h  was a l w a y s  p r e s i d i n g  

w i t h  t h e m  ( A l b u q u e r q u e ,  1979,  H c P h e r s o n ,  1983)- 

However,  o v e r  t h e  l a s t  few y e a r s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  since t h e  

d e a t h  o f  Ba i l e  S e f a s s i e ,  t h e  B a s t a f a r i a n  m e m b e r s h i p  i n  t h e  

E t h i o p i a n  O r t h o d o x  C h u r c h  h a s  d e c l i n e d  s l i g h t l y ,  P a r t  o f  t h i s  

d e c l i n e  c a n  b e  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  r e m o v a l  o f  Haile Selass ie ' s  

name f rom t h e  C h u r c h ' s  l i t u r g y  as  a f u n c t i o n  of t h e  c h a n g e  i n  
v 

g o v e r n m e n t s  i n  E t h i o p i a ,  T h e  r e c e n t  g o v e r n m e n t  d o e s  n o t  

r e c o g n i z e  t h e  Soloaoaic l i n e  o f  d e s c e n t ,  e n j o y e d  by t h e  f o r m e r  

E m p e r o r ,  a s  c o n n o t a t i n g  a n y  s p e c i a l  s t a t u s ,  and, m o r e o v e r ,  Haile 

Se l a s s i e  is v i e w e d  n e g a t i v e l y  a n d  a s  h a v i n g  s u b j e c t e d  t h e  

E t h i o p i a n  p e o p l e  t o  a d e s p o t i c  r e g i m e ,  

W h i l e  t h e  E t h i o p i a n  O r t h o d o x  C h u r c h  c o n s i d e r s  i t se l f  t o  b e  

a  ' c h u r c h ' ,  i n  s c z i o l o g i c a l  terms its o r g a n i z a t i o n  a p ~ r o x i m a t e s  

most c l o s e l y  t o  t h a t  of a d e n o m i n a t i o n ,  P a r t  of t h e  t e n d e n c y  



t o w a r d s  b e i n g  a d e n o m i n a t i o n  c a n  be a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  

t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  is o n e  o f  t h e  many r e l i g i o u s  g r o u p s  i n  t h e  

J a m a i c a n  c o n t e x t ,  a n d  is a b r a n c h  of a n o t h e r  l a r g e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  

which  h a s  a w o r e  c h u r c h - l i k e  s t a t u s  i n  its i n d i g e n o u s  c o u n t r y ,  

E t h i o p i a .  S e c o n d l y ,  i t  is clear t h a t  a m o n g s t  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  

members  of  t h e  c h u r c h ,  t h e  s a c r a m e n t s  d i s t r i b u t e d  b y  t h e  c h u r c h  

a r e  given a more s u b j e c t i v e  a n d  i n d i v i d u a L i s t i c  meaning .  I n  

f a c t ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e  o f f i c i a l  s t a n c e  of t h e  c h u r c h  is to d e n y  

the d i v i n i t y  of Hai le  S e l a s s i e ,  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  members  still 

e s p o u s e  these b e l i e f s  such t o  t h e  d i s m a y  o f  c h u r c h  o f f i c i a l s  who 

are aware of t h i s  d i s c r e p e n c y  (Cashmore ,  l g T 7 ) .  

Amongst  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  m e a b e r s  v h o  a t t e n d  t h e  s e r v i c e s  o f  

t h e  E t h i o p i a n  O r t h o d o x  Church ,  t h e  r e g u l a r i t y  of  c h u r c h  

a t t e n d a n c e  is v e r y  h i g h  (Cashmore ,  1 9 7 7 , a n d  p e r s o n a l  

o b s e r v a t i o n s  of  a R a s t a f a r i a n  g r o u p  i n  B o n t e g o  Bay, Jamaica, 

J u l y ,  1983). F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  d e v o t i o n  of t h e s e  members  w i t h  

r e s p e c t  t o  prayers a n d  r i t u a l s  s u c h  a s  b a p t i s m  r e s e m b l e s  t h e  

h i g h  degree o f  c o s m i t w e n t  e x p r e s s e d  b y  members  of a sect. The 

e x p r e s s i o n  of d i f f e r e n t  o r i e n t a t i o n s  w i t h i n  o n e  r e l i g i o u s  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  h a s  a l s o  b e e n  r e c o r d e d  i n  em p i  r i ca l  s t u d i e s  within 

t h e  s o c i o l o g y  of r e l i g i o n ,  D e a e r a t h ,  f o r  e x a a i p l e ,  f o u n d  t h a t  

c h u r c h  members  v a r i e d  i n  t h e i r  c r i e n t a t i o n s  i n  terms o f  

~ e l i g i o u s  c o t a a i t m e n t  t o  t h e  c h u r c h ,  A c c o r d i n g  t o  h i s  f i n d i n g s ,  

members  from t h e  lower s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  s t r a t u a  were more l i k e 1  y 

t o  express s e c t a r i a n  a t t i t u d e s  t o w a r d s  t h e  c h u r c h ,  w h e r e a s  

members  from t h e  u p p e r  b r a c k e t  of t h e  s a c i o e c o r t o m i c  l a d d e r  were 



more  l i k e l y  t o  e x p e s s  a c h u r c h  l i k e  a t t i t u d e  a n d  commi tmen t  

[ 3 o b e r t s o n ,  1 9 6 9 ) .  T h i s  f i n d i n g  c a n  b e  a p p l i e d  t o  some  d e g r e e  t o  

t h e  m e m k e r s h i p  o f  t h e  E t h i o ~ i a n  O r t h o d o x  Church ,  

T h e  i d e a l  t y p i c a l  c h u r c h  w h i c h  is u n i v e r s a l ,  c o n s e r v a t i v e  

a n d  a c c o m o d a t i n g  t o  t h e  s o c i a l  o r d e r  d o e s  n o t  e x i s t  i n  t h e  

m y s t i c  c o l l e c t i v i t y  o f  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s .  However ,  t h e  

d e n o m i n a t i o n  t y p e  of o r g a n i z a t i o n  is m a n i f e s t  t h r o u g h  t h e  

E t h i o p i a n  O r t h o d o x  C h u r c h ,  w h i c h  e v e n  t h o u g h  i a t p o r t e d  f rola t h e  

o u t s i d e ,  caters t o  s o m e  of t h e  n e e d s  o f  its R a s t a f a r i a n  

membersh ip .  T h e  Et h i o p i a n  O r t h o d o x  C h u r c h  p r o v i d e s ,  f o r  t h e  

B a s t a f a r i a n  members ,  a f o r n  o f  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  o r g a n i z a t i o n  

w i t h  set s e r v i c e s  a n d  a b o d y  o f  b e l i e f s  a n d  ~ rac t i ces  which  f i t  

t h e  n o r m a t i v e  r e l i g i o u s  i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  Jamaica, One c a n  

s p e c u l a t e  t h a t  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  m e m b e r s h i p  d r a m  t o  t h i s  

* c h u r c h q ,  reflect c e r t a i n  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  n o t  a p ~ a r e n t  i n  the 

members  of o t h e r  r e l i g i c u s  subgroups w i t h i n  t h e  c o l l e c t i v i t y  

s u c h  a s  @e O r d e r  of t h e  N y a h b i n g h i -  One  o f  t h e s e  

d i f f e r e n t i a t i n g  f a c t o r s  Bay b e  t h e  n e e d  f o r  a s t r u c t u r e d  a n d  

m o r e  n o r m a t i v e  t y p e  of r e l i g i o u s  af f i l i a t i c n  a n d  e x ~ r e s s i o n  

which is n o t  a s  f a r  removed from t h e  r e l i g i o u s  m a i n s t r e a m  a s  t h e  

o r d e r  of t h e  N y a h b i n g h i ,  

T h u s ,  it c a n  be s e e n  f r o m  t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  t h a t  s e v e r a l  

t y p e s  of r e l i g i o u s  o r g a n i z a t i o a s  e x i s t  w i t h i n  t h e  m y s t i c  

c o l l e c t i v i t y  o f  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s ,  I t  is a l s o  a p p a r e n t  t h a t  t h e s e  

t y p e s  of o r g a n i z a t i o n  s e r v e  a s  c o l l e c t i v e  e x p r e s s i o n s  o f  a r a n g e  

o f  v a r y i n g  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  b e l i e f  s y s t e m ,  T h e s e  



i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  a t t r a c t  p a r t i c u l a r  i n d i  v i d u a l s  who f i n d  a 

c o r r e s p o n d i n g  a f f i n i t y  b e t w e e n  t h e i r  i n d i v i d u a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  

a n d  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  e x p o u n d e d  b y  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  g r o u p s -  

T h u s ,  t h e s e  v a r y i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  f o r m s  cater  t o  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  

n e e d s  of  t h e  m e m b e r s h i p s  a n d  c o r r e s p o n d  t o  i n d i v i d u a l  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  of R a s t a f a r i a n i s m ,  I t  i s  clear t h a t  t h e s e  g r o u p s  

a r e  d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e  o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e i r  c r i e n t a  t i o n s  which m a y  

b e  e i t h e r  p o l i t i c a l ,  r e l i g i o u s ,  o r  c u l t u r a l ,  W i t h i n  t h e  

l i t e r a t u r e  o n  t h e  B a s t a f a r i a n s ,  a n  a t t e m p t  h a s  b e e n  made  t o  

d e l i n e a t e  a t y p o l o g y  o f  t h e  m e a b e r s h i p  a n d  t h u s  d e f i n e  t h e  

d i i f e r e n t  t y p e s  of 3 a s t a f a r i a n s  t h a t  j o i n  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  g r o u p s ,  

T h r e e  t y p e s  o f  R a s t a f a r i a n s  seem t o  e x i s t  w i t h i n  t h e  movement;  

t h e  r e l i g i o u s ,  t h e  p o l i t i c a l ;  a n d  t h e  f u n c t i o n a l  [ A l b u q u e r q u e ,  

1977,  N e t t l e f o r d ,  1 9 7 2 ) -  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  a n o t h e r  c a t e g o r y  o f  

B a s t a f a r i a n s  c a n  b e  a s c r i b e d  t o  t h e  n e n b e r s h i p .  T h e s e  a r e  t h e  

* p s e u d o - R a s t a f a r i a n s s  - a g r o u p  w h i c h  resembles the f u n c t i o n a l  

~ a s t a s ~ d i s c u s s e d  by Nettleford, b u t  w h i c h  u t i l i z e  t h e  movement * 

f o r  p e r s o n a l  n e e d s  w h i c h  a r e  r o o t e d  i n  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l i s  

p s y c h o l o g y  a n d  i n  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  i n  s o c i e t y .  

These d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  of R a s t a f a r i a n s  are a f f i l i a t e d  t o  

d i f f e r e n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  of R a s t a f a r i a n i s m  w h i c h  r e p r e s e n t  a 

p a r t i c u l a r  o r i e n t a t i o n  a n d  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  belief 

s y s t e m ,  T h e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  aeabers i n  g r o u p s  u h i c h  

c o l l e c t i v e l y  r e ~ r e s e n t  a n  o r i e n t a t i o n  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  t h e i r  own 

s e r v e s  t o  p e r p e t u a t e  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e s e  v a r y i n g  g r o u p s  

w i t h i n  t h e  u m b r e l l a  o f  R a s t a f a r i a n i s m .  T h u s ,  a n  



i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p  e x i s t s  b e t w e e n  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  g r o u p s  a n d  t h e  

m e m b e r s h i p  t h e y  c a t e r  t o .  while t h e  t o t a l  number of R a s t a f a r i a n s  

a f f i l i a t e d  t o  these g r o u p s  is unknown, t h e  p o p u l a r i t y  o f  b i n g h i  

c e r e n o n i e s  a n d  e v e n t s  d e m o n s t r a t e s  a h i g h  l e v e l  o f  lay 

p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  I t  may b e  safe t o  assume t h a t  w h i l e  most  

R a s t a f a r i a n s  d i s d a i n  a n y  f o r m  of c r g a n i z e d  censns o r  a b i n d i n g  

a f f i l i a t i c n  i n  a l e g a l i s t i c  form w i t h  a n y  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  t h e  

m a j o r i t y  do m a n i f e s t  a t y p e  of s u b j e c t i v e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  w i t h  a t  

least  o n e  g r o u p  Fe t h e  m y s t i c  c o l l e c t i v i t y ,  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h i s  

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  may r a n g e  i n  e x p r e s s i o n  - f r o &  a n  o v e r t  

cornfil i tment t o  a g r o u p  to a casual a p p e a r a n c e  a t  a  major 

f u n c t i o n .  

In c o n c l u s i o n ,  i t  c a n  b e  seen t h a t  t h e  m y s t i c  c o l l e c t i v i t y  

o f  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  has p r e c i p i t a t e d  v a r y i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  

forms, Some o f  these f o r m s  c a n  o n l y  b e  f o u n d  i n  t h e  i n d i g e n o u s  

s e t t i n g  of  R a s t a f a r i a n i s ~ ,  i , e ,  Jamaica, O t h e r s ,  h o w e v e r ,  e x i s t  

i n  ether p a r t s  of  t h e  world w h e r e  the movement  is s p r e a d i n g .  I n  

t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c h a p t e r  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  s p r e a d  of t h e  movetsent ,  

t h ~  d i f f e r e n t  f o r a s  of R a s t a f a r i a n i s m  a n d  t h e  p r e s e n c e  of t h e  

v a r i o u s  t y p e s  of B a s t a f a r i a n s  w i l l  b e  discussed. 
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T h e  r a p i d  g r o w t h  a n d  s p r e a d  o f  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  movement  i n  

t h e  l a s t  f i f t y  y e a r s  raises a number  o f  q u e s t i o n s ,  from a  

s o c i o l o g i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  f a c t o r s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  

s u c h  a d r a m a t i c  a n d  u n f o r s e e n  g r o w t h -  The  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  

c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  m e m b e r s h i p  is e v i d e n c e  o f  t h e  c a p a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  

m o v e m e n t a s  b e l i e f  systen t o  t r a n s c e n d  c u l t u r a l ,  r a c i a l ,  and 

n a t i o n a l  b o u n d a r i e s ,  T h i s  c h a p t e r :  o f f e r s  o n e  p o s s i b l e  

e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  t h e  f a c t o r s  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  t h i s  r a p i d  growth i n  

m e m b e r s h i p ,  a n d  t h e  g e o g r a p h i c  s p r e a d  of t h e  r o v e a e n t ,  The 

r e a s o n s  f o r  t h i s  g r o w t h ,  a s  s u g g e s t e d  h e r e ,  a r e  r o o t e d  i n  t h e  

i n t r a d y n a m i c s  of t h e  movement,  i ts a p p e a l ,  a n d  t h e  

interrelations hi^ b e t w e e n  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  

t h e m s e l v e s ,  I n  t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  . * 
movement a s  a m y s t i c  c o l l e c t i v i t y  forms t h e  d e p a r t u r e  p o i n t  f o r  

t h e  l i n e  of i n q u i r y  p u r s u e d ,  

Two ma in  f e a t u r e s  r h i c h  a p p r o x i a a t e  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  

movement t o  a m y s t i c  c o l l e c t i v i t y  were e l a b o r a t e d  o n  i n  t h e  

p r e c e d i n g  d i s c u s s i c n ,  T h e s e  were t h e  comaon d e n o m i n a t o r s  s h a r e d  

b y  a e m b e r s  o f  t h e  a o v e m e n t  a n d  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of v a r i o u s  g r o u p s  

i n  t h e  movement,  I t  was a l s o  n o t e d  t h a t  a s i d e  f r o m  t h e  

m u f t i p l i c i t y  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  t y p e s  w i t h i n  t h e  c o l l e c t i v i t y ,  

t h e  B a s t a f a r i a n  m e m b e r s h i p  c o u l d  a l s o  b e  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  o n  t h e  

b a s i s  o f  t h e i r  m o t i v e s  for a d h e r e n c e  t o  t h e  movement, Hence, t h e  



m y s t i c  ~ 0 l l e c  t i v i t  y of t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  is ~ o p u l a  t e d  b y  

i n d i v i d u a l s  who c a n  b e  c a t e g o r i z e d  a s  e i t h e r  p o l i t i c a l ,  

r e l i g i o u s ,  f u n c t i o n a l  o r  p s e u d o  - R a s t a f a r i a n s ,  

T h e  p o l i t i c a l  R a s t a f a r i a n s ,  a l t h o u g h  p r o f e s s i n g  a  b e l i e f  i n  

t h e  e c h a t o l o g i c a  1 a s  F i r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  t h e o l o g y ,  t r a n s l a t e  t h e s e  

i n t o  s e c u l a r  p r o c e s s e s ,  i,e, t h e i r  d e s i r e  t o  b e  r e p a t r i a t e d  

m a n i f e s t s  i tself i n  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  s u c h  a s  l o b b y i n g  t h e  

g o v e r n a e n t  a n d  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  t o  r e c o g n i z e  their s t a t u s  a s  

a l i e n  r e s i d e n t s  i n  Jamaica, a n d  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  a i d  a n d  

f u n d i n g  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e i r  m i g r a t i o n  t o  E t h i o p i a ,  T h e  r e l i g i o u s  

R a s t a f a r i a n s  i n  c o n t r a s t ,  e s p o u s e  a s t r i c t l y  m e s s i a n i c  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  a n d  look t o w a r d s  r e p a t r i a t i o n  a s  b e i n g  i n s t i g a t e d  

by Haile S e l a s s i e  a n d  carried o u t  e n  masse, T h e  d i f f e r e n c e  

b e t w e e n  t h e  f u n c t i o n a l  a n d  p s e u d o - R a s t a f a r i a n s  lies i n  their 

s p e c i f i c  u s e  o f  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  b e l i e f  s y s t e m ,  

W h i l e  t h e  f u n c t i o n a l  R a s t a f a r i a n s  a r e  d r a w n  f rom t h e  

i n t e l l i g e n t s i a ,  a n d  i n t e r p r e t  a n d  u t i l i z e  R a s t a f a r i a n i s m  i n  a  
v 

p o l i t i c a l  s e n s e  i n  terms o f  s e e k i n g  soc ia l  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  refom 

in s o c i e t y ,  t h e  y e u d o - R a s t a f a r i a n s  c a n  b e  f o u n d  i n  t h e  f r i n g e s  

of t h e  ~ o v e ~ ~ e n t ,  a n d  u t i l i z e  R a s t a f a r i a n i s m  f o r  a p p a r e n t l y  

p u r e l y  p e r s o n a l  ends. T h e  latter l a c k  t h e  p o l i t i c a l .  o r i e n t a t i o n  

o f  t h e  former a n d  a re  c e n t r e d  o n  t h e  f a s h i o n a b l e  a p p e a l  of t h e  

movewent  s t e m s i n g  from i t s  d i s t i n c t i v e n e s s  and its * d e v i a n t q  

s t a t u s  i a  r e l a t i o n  t o  m a i n s t r e a m  s o c i e t y ,  R o r e o v e r ,  i n d i v i d u a l s  

i n  t h i s  g r o u p  may u s e  R a s t a f a r i a n i s m  a s  a means  t o  l e g i t i m a t e  

t h e i r  i n t a k e  o f  a a r i j u a n a  o r  a s  a m e a n s  o f  b e i n g  a member of a n  



' e l i t e ,  p r i v a t e  a n d  s o m e w h a t  e x c l u s i v e  c l u b *  I n  a s e n s e ,  t h e  

p s e u d o - R a s t a f a r i a n s  resemble t h e  f r i n q e  members  who c a n  b e  f o u n d  

a t  t h e  p e r i p h e r i e s  o f  most s o c i a l  a n d  r e l i g i o u s  movements  w h i c h  

d e v i a t e  from t h e  m a i n s t r e a m  a n d  which embody some  f o r m  of s o c i a l  

p r o t e s t ,  e. g t h e  Punk  Rockers, T h e  p s e u d o - R a s t a f a r i a n s  e m b r a c e  

t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  c r e e d  a s  t h e y  w o u l d  a n y  g b a n d w a g o n *  s e t t i n g  t h e  

l a t e s t  t r e n d  i n  f a s h i o n  a n d  s t y l e .  

It is clear f r o m  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  a n a l y s i s  o f  g r o u p s  

p r e c i p i t a t e d  b y  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  a y s t i c  c o l l e c t i v i t y  t h a t  

i n d i v i d u a l s  are  d r a w n  t o  g r o u p s  w h i c h  e x h i b i t  an o r i e n t a t i o n  

c o r r e s p o n d i n g  t o  t h e i f  own, Weber  h a s  t e r a i e d  t h i s  a s  t h e  p r o c e s s  

o f  e l e c t i v e  a f f i n i t i e s '  w h e r e b y  i n d i v i d u a l s  v i  ll c h o o s e  a s p e c t s  

of a  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f  s y s t e a  w h i c h  c o r r e s p o n d  t o  t h e i r  

p r e - e x i s t i n g  v i e w  of t h e  w o r l d ,  Hence, it c a n  b e  a r g u e d  t h a t  the 

f o r m a t i o n  of d i s t i n c t  s u b g r o u p s  p r e c i p i t a t e d  by t h e  m y s t i c  

c o l l % c t i v i t y  is a c o n s e q u e n c e  of t h i s  p r o c e s s  o f  e l e c t i v e  

a f f i n i t i e s  o n  t h e  p a r t  of c h a r i s m a t i c  p e r s o n a l i t i e s .  I n  a  wider ' 

s e n s e ,  e l e c t i v e  a f f i n i t i e s  a l so  o c c u r  a m o n g s t  t h e  w e r n b e r s h i p  who 

a f  f  i l i a t e  w i t b  t h o s e  s u b g r o u p s  t h a t  m a n i f e s t  a n  o r i e n t a t i o n  

s i m i l a r  t o  t h e i r  own, 

I n t e g r a l  t o  t h e  t h e  a p p e a l  o f  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  movement is 

t h e  f r e e d o m  a c c o r d e d  t o  t h e  members, who a r e  a l l o w e d  t o  c h o o s e  ------------------ 
1 T h i s  is a p p a r e n t  f r o m  p e r s o n a l  c o r a t a u n i c a t i o n  a n d  o b s e r v a t i o n s  
w i t h  m e s b e r s  o f  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  c o a n u n i t y  b o t h  i n  Y a n c o n v e r ,  
C a n a d a  a n d  K i n g s t o n ,  J a m a i c a ,  who h a d  no c o n c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  
i n t r i c a t e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  b e l i e f  s y s t e m  a n d  some of  whom e v e n  
d e n i e d  t h e  d i v i n e  s t a t u s  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  R a i f e  S e l a s s i e ,  Yet, 
t h e s e  = e m b e r s  c o n f c r m e d  t o  R a s t a f a r i a n  p r e c e p t s  s u c h  as  w e a r i n g  
d r e a d l o c k s ,  a n d  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  I t a l  d i e t ,  



a n d  e x e r c i s e  t h e i r  o v n  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  f a i t h ,  

a n d  t o  a d h e r e  t c  t h o s e  g r o n g s  t h a t  r e f l e c t  a n  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  

wh ich  c o r r e s p o n d s  t o  t h e i r  own, T h u s ,  t h e  f u n c t i o n a l  

R a s t a f a r i a n s ,  who a re  l a r g e l y  d r a w n  f r o m  t h e  m i d d l e  c l a s s e s ,  a n d  

a r e  u s u a l l y  u n i v e r s i t y  s t u d e n t s ,  are a t t r a c t e d  t o  t h e  movement  

o n  t h e  b a s i s  of i ts  p o t e n t i a l  a s  a p o l i t i c a l  weapon b y  wh ich  t o  

l e v e r  r e f o r m  i n  society,  T h e  more p o l i t i c a l  R a s t a f a r i a n s  a r e  

d r a m  t o  t h e  movement  on  t h e  g r o u n d s  o f  its i n h e r e n t l y  

r e v o l u t i o n a r y  m e s s a g e  w h i c h  t h e y  p e r c e i  ve a s  b e i n g  t r a n s l a t a b l e  

i n t o  p r a x i s  by  a n  a c t u a l  r e v o l u t i o n  m o b i l i z e d  f r o m  t h e  g r a s s  

r o o t s  b y  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  i d e o l o g y  of p o w e r  r e v e r s a l  a n d  b lack  

s u p r e m a c y  ( C a m p b e l l ,  l98Oa)  ,+ 

The r e l i g i o u s  R a s t a f a r i a n s ,  o n  t h e  o t h e r  hand ,  seem t o  b e  

d r a w n  t o  t h e  movement a s  a f u n c t i o n  o f  s e v e r a l  i n t e r r e l a t e d  

v a r i a b l e s .  In t h e  f i r s t  i n s t a n c e ,  most of t h e  e a r l y  a d h e r e n t s  t o  
I 

t h e  movement f a l l  i n  this c a t e g o r y ,  Frota t h e  r e v i e w  of t h e  

l i t e r a t u r e  o n  t h e  B a s t a f a r i a n s ,  i t  c a n  be d e d u c e d  t h a t  i n i t i a l l y  

m e a b e r s  were d r a w n  t o  t h e  movement by i ts r a e s s i a n i c  v i s i o n  a n d  

p r o m i s e s .  I n  t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  R a s t a f a r i a n i s m  o f f e r e d  one, 

a l b e i t '  f a n t a s t i c * ,  a v e n u e  o u t  o f  t h e  g h e t t o  a n d  t h e  c o n c o m i t a n t  

d e p r e s s i n g  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  c o n d i t i o n s ,  T h u s ,  ~ e z b e r s h i p  g r a n t e d  

these i n d i v i d u a l s  a s e n s e  o f  s t a t u s  a n d  d i g n i t y  w h i c h  was d e n i e d  

------------------ 
2 C l a u d i u s  B e a r y f s  a t t e m p t e d  c o u p  d l e t a t  is a n  e x a m ~ l e  of t h i s  
p o l i t i c a l  u s e  of R a s t a f a r i a n i s m  [Barrett ,  1968). A c c o r d i n g  t o  
o n e  ( R a s t a f a r i a n  from G r e n a d a ,  f l a u r i c e  B i s h o p ' s  s u c c e s s f u l  c o u p  
d ' e t a t  was a r e s u l t  of t h e  s u p p o r t  f r o m  the R a s t a f a r i a n  b r e t h r e n  
i n  G r e n a d a  i n  c o m b i n a t i o n  w i t h  m i l i t a r y  a i d  from Cuba ( P a s  
I -S ta r ,  J a m a i c a ,  J u l y  1983) , 



t o  t h e m  by t h a t  s o c i e t y .  R a s t a f a r i a n i s m  a l s o  c o n f e r r e d  o n  t h e  

l i v e s  o f  these i n d i v i d u a l s  a  s e n s e  of p u r p o s e  and meaning .  

B u t f u n l i k e  o t h e r  r e l i g i o u s  g r o u p s  p r e v a l e n t  i n  t h e  J a m a i c a n  

c u l t u r a  1 m i l i e u  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  R a s t a f a r i a n i s m  e m b o d i e d  a 

f u t u r i s t i c  y e t  i a m i n e r t  s e n s e  of s a l v a t i o n ,  I n  o t h e r  words, t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n  f a i t h  o f f e r e d  a t y p e  o f  s a l v a t i o n  w h i c h  was t a n g i b l e  

i n  terms o f  i t s  t h i s - w o r l d l y  n a t u r e  a n d  w h i c h  was a l so  i m m i n e n t -  

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  u n l i k e  t h o s e  r e l i g i o n s  g r o u p s  w h i c h  a p p o i n t e d  a 

m e d i a t o r  b e t w e e n  God a n d  man, t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  b e l i e f  s y s t e m  h a d  

n o  s u c h  a e d i a t i n g  p e r s o n ,  T h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  J a b  a n d  Baan 

was d i r e c t  a n d  p e r s o n a l ,  T h i s  seems t o  h a v e  b e e n  a c r u c i a l  

f a c t o r  i n  t h e  i r i t i a l  a p p e a l  of t h e  movement,  

T h i s  e m p h a s i s  o n  a d i r e c t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between J a h  a n d  man 

Fredai ls  i n  t h e  movetaent t o d a y ,  a n d  is  a s i g n i f i c a n t  f ac to r  i n  

d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  m o v e a e n t  away f r o m  t o t a l  

i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z a t i o n  o r  its e v o l u t i o n  t o w a r d s  a w h o l l y  s e c t a r i a n  

f o r m  of o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  i t  i s  t h i s  l a c k  o f  a p e r s o n a i  

mediator t h a t  h a s  l e d  t o  t h e  a p p r o x i m a t i o n  of the F a s t a f a r i a n  

movement  t o  a l a y s t i e  c o l l e c t i v i t y ,  It can be a r g u e 3  t h a t ,  t o  an 

e x t e n t ,  fiaile S e l a s s i e  is t h e  a c k n o w l e d g e d  leader  o f  t h e  

movemen t , and ,  a s  t h e  p e r s o n i f i c a t i o n  of J a h ,  i s  a m e d i a t o r  

O e t v e e n  man a n d  God, I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  by t a k i n g  o n  a human f om,  

G o d ,  b e c o m e s  t h e  a e d i a t o r  b e t w e e n  H i m s e l f  and man, T h e  o n l y  p o i n t  

of  c o n t e n t i o n  h e r e  is t h a t  Rai le  Selassie n e v e r  publicly 

a f f i r m e d  t h a t  h e  was t h e  p e r s o n i f i c a t i o n  of God, a n d  t h u s  n e v e r  

a c k n o w l e d g e d  t h e  rc le  a t t r i b u t e d  to  h im b y  t h e  ~ a s t a f a r i a n s .  



M o r e o v e r ,  e v e n  i f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  R a s t a f a r i a n  p e r c e i v e d  the 

e m p e r c r  t o  b e  a  m e d i a t o r ,  the l a t t e r  was  n e v e r  p h y s i c a l l y  

a v a i l a b l e  o r  i n  close g e o g r a p h i c  p r o x i m i t y  t o  t h e  a d h e r e n t .  Even 

so, t h e  relations hi^ b e t w e e n  t h e  a d h e r e n t  a n d  Uaile Se l a s s i e  i s  

more  of a n  a b s t r a c t  a n d  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  n a t u r e  t h a n  t h e  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  a member o f  t h e  Roman C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h  a n d  

t h e  p r e s i d i n g  p r i e s t  t o  whom h e / s h e  Bay p e r i o d i c a l l y  c o n f e s s ,  

An i ~ p o r t a n t  d e t e r m i n a n t  i n  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  t h e  g r o w t h  of 

t h e  movement a n d  i n  i n f l u e n c i n g  t h e  v a r i a n t  o f  R a s t a f a r i a n i s m  

t h a t  e l a e r g e s ,  is t h e  s a c i o - e c o n a m i c  a n d  c u l t u r a l  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  I t  

is i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  note t h a t  t h e  v a r i a n t s  of R a s t a f a r i a n i s r a  o r  

w h a t  I F r o p o s e  t o  term t h e  'forat of J a h ' ,  m e a n i n g  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  

fofm a a d  i n t e r  ~ r e t a t i o o  of R a s t a f a r i a n i s m  t h a t  h a v e  e m e r g e d  i n  

o t h e r  p a r t s  of t h e  C a r i b b e a n ,  i n  E n g l a n d ,  C a n a d a ,  a n d  t h e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  a re  r e m a r k a b l y  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  t h e  forms of  J a h  e x t a n t  i n  

J a m a i c a .  T h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  t h e s e  v a r i o u s  f o r m s  of Jah  are,  

t o  some m e a s u r e ,  r o o t e d  i n  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  v a r i o u s  

s o c i a l  e n v i r o n m e n t s ,  

T h e  f o l l o v i n g  d i s c u s s i o n  b e g i n s  w i t h  a n  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  

i n t e r n a l  f a c t o r s  i n  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  m y s t i c  c o l l e c t i v i t y  t h a t  

h a v e  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  r a p i d  g r o w t h  a n d  s ~ r e a d  o f  t h e  

R a s f a f a r i a n  t r a d i t i o n ,  T h e r e a f t e r ,  a d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  t h e  

i m p a c t  of e x t e r n a l  v a r i a b l e s  s u c h  a s  t h e  s o c i o - e c o n c m i c  a n d  

c u l t u r a l  f a c t o r s  i n  s o c i e t y  o n  t h e  s p r e a d  and g r o w t h  of t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n  n o v e m e n t  f o l l o v s ,  An e x a m i n a t i o n  of t h e  d i f f e r e n t  

f o r a s  of Jah  i n  s u c h  v a r i o u s  s o c i a l  c o n t e x t s  a s  C a n a d a  a n d  



E n g l a n d  i s  u n d e r t a k e n  i n  a n  a t t e a y t  t o  s h e d  l i g h t  on t h e  f a c t o r s  

r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  v a r i a t i o n  i n  f o r m s ,  a n d  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  

w i t h i n  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  m e m b e r s h i p  i n  t h e s e  v a r y i n g  s o c i a l  

c o n t e x t s .  

There a r e  s e v e r a l  s t r u c t u r a l  f e a t u r e s  of r e l i g i o u s l y  

i n s p i r e d  a n d  o t h e r  socia 1 movements  which  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e i r  

s u r v i v a l  a n d  g r o w t h ,  G e r l a c h  a n d  H i n e s  11968) h a v e  n o t e d  f i v e  

v a r i a b l e s  t h a t  are s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  p e r p e t u a t i n g  t h e  s u r v i v a l  a n d  

g h o w t h  o f  r e l i g i o n s  movements ,  The  five f a c t o r s  t h e y  d e l i n e a t e d  

i n  t h e i r  s t u d y  o f  the P e n t a c o s t a l  movement  are: 

(1)  a n  a c e p h a l o u s ,  r e t i c u l a t e  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e ,  
(2) f a c e - t o - f a c e  r e c r u i t m e n t  a l o n g  l i n e s  of p r e - e x i s t i n g  
s i g n i f i q a n  t socia 3 r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  (3)  coinari tment  
g e n e r a t e d  t h r o u g h  a n  ac t  o r  e x p e r i e n c e ,  14) 
c h a n g e - o r i e n t e d  i d e o l o g y ,  a n d  (5) r e a l  o r  p e r c e i v e d  
o p p o s i t i o n  [ G e r l a c h  a n d  H i n e s ,  1968: 23)- 

They  also s t a t e ,  

,,,these f i v e  f a c t o r s  a r e  c o a n o n  i n  o t h e r  t y ~ e s  of 
movemen t s  a n d  t h a t  when t h e y  are  p r e s e n t  a n d  
i n t e r a c t i n g ,  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  w h i c h  were causa l  i n  t h e  
g e n e s i s  of t h e  movement become  f a c i l i t a t i n g  cnly a n d  are 
n o t  e s s e n t i a l  t o  its s p r e a d  [1968:23),  

It mus t  be  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e s e  f a c t o r s  are n o t  t h e  only v a r i a b l e s  

a f  f e c t i n y  t h e  g r o w t h  of r e l i g i o u s  movements .  ? l o r e o v e r ,  t h e r e  are 

o t h e r  movemen t s  w h i c h  d o  n o t  e x h i b i t  t h e s e  f e a t u r e s  b u t  which 

h a v e  a l s o ' e x p a n d e d  d r a l e a t i c a l l y  a t  c e r t a i n  p o i n t s  i n  t h e i r  

d e v e l o p m e n t ,  

T o  a d e g r e e ,  a l l  t h e s e  f i v e  f a c t o r s  can  be f o u n d  o p e r a t i n g  

i n  the m y s t i c  c o l l e c t i v i t y  of t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s ,  T h e  ' a c e p h a l o u s *  

a n d  ' r e t i c u l a t e *  o r y a n i z a t i c n  of the movement is  a p p a r e n t  i n  the 

l a c k  of a clear, defined a n d  p r o x i m a t e  l e a d e r  who a c t i v e l y  s e e k s  



t o  i n t r o d u c e  u n i f o r m i t y  i n  t h e  movement. T o  some e x t e n t ,  t h e  

r o l e  of l e a d e r s h i p ,  h a s  been a t t r i b u t e d  t o  Haile Selassie. 

However ,  t h e  a k s e n c e  of t h e  E m p e r c r  i n  a p h y s i c a l  a n d  i m m e d i a t e  

s e n s e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  s i n c e  h i s  d e a t h  i n  1975,  does n o t  a p p r o a c h  t h e  

t y p e  o f  l e a d e r s h i p  w h i c h  is a c t i v e  a n d  i m m e d i a t e  a n d  w h i c h  c a n  

be f o u n d  i n  most s e c t a r i a n  r e l i g i o u s  g r o u p s -  T h u s ,  t h e  ~ o v e m e n t  

i s  ' a c e p h a l o n s (  - w i t h o u t  a h e a d ,  I n  p a r t ,  i t  is t h i s  a b s e n c e  o f  

a d e  f a c t o  t y p e  of l e a d e r s h i p  that  h a s  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  

p r e s e n c e  of m u l t i p l e  g r o u p s  i n  t h e  c o l l e c t i v i t y  w h i c h  are  either 

l e d  by e l d e r s  o r  o t h e r  r e c o g n i z e d  c h a r i s m a  t i c  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  

T h e  s e c o n d  f e a t u r e  o u t l i n e d  by Gef l a c h  a n d  H i n e s  (1968) 

d e a l s  v $ t h  t h e  ' r e t i c u l a t e *  n a t u r e  of t h e s e  r e l i g i o u s  movements ,  

T h e  Bastafariaa m y s t i c  c o l l e c t i v i t y ,  a s  shown  i n  the p r e c e d i n g  

d i s c u s s i o n  of t h e  m a n y  m a n s i o n  o f  B a s t a f a r I ,  h a s  a r e t i c u l a t e  

s t r u c t u r e  i n  terms o f  t h e  o e t w o r k  of g r o u p s  e x t a n t  a n d  

p r e c i p i t a t e d  b y  t h e  c o l l e c t i v i t y ,  R e t i c u l a t e ,  e s s e n t i a l l y ,  

i n d i c a t e s  t h e  p r e s e n c e  of i n t e r c o n n e c t i n g  c e l l u l a r  g r o u p s .  

A n o t h e r  i n t r i n s i c  f e a t u r e  o f  R a s t a f a r i a n i s a  w h i c h  

c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  its g r o w t h  is t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  p r o c e s s  of 

c o n v e r s i o n .  T h e r e  are n o  d e f i n e d  r i tes o r  p r o c e d u r e s  b y  which 

members  are  o f f i c i a l l y  c o n v e r t e d  i n t o  t h e  f o l d  of 

R a s t a f a r i a n i s m ,  R a t h e r ,  t h e  p r o c e s s  of c o n v e r s i o n  i s  e n t i r e l y  

c e n t r e d  on t h e  i n d i v i d n a l s l s  s u b j e c t i v e  r e c o g n i t i o n  of t h e  

d i v i n i t y  of Haile Selassie, T h u s ,  c o n v e r s i o n  is  an i n t e r n a l  a n d  

h i g h l y  s u b j e c t i v e  phenomenon,  K i t z i n g e r  (1966, 1969) and  O v e n s  

I19761 h a v e  t e r r a e d  t h i s  a s  an  j n b o r g  c o n v e r s i o n  t o  



B a s t a  f a r i a n i s r n .  

T h a t  t h i s  F r o c e s s  i s  n o t  l e g i t i m a t e d  b y  a n  e x t e r n a l  f o r m  o f  

a u t h o r i t y  a l l o w s  i n d i v i d u a l s  t o  u t i l i z e  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  t r a d i t i o n  

o f  A a s t a f a r i a n i s m  f o r  a v a r i e t y  o f  r e a s o n s ,  T h i s  i n b o r n  

c o n v e r s i o n  a l s o  a l l o w s  f o r  v a r y i n g  d e g r e e s  o f  c o m m i t m e n t  i n  t h e  

movement ,  s i n c e  t h e  c o ~ m i t m e n t  e x ~ r e s s e d  v o u l d  l o g i c a l l y  r e f l e c t  

t h e  i n t e n s i t y  o f  t h e  c o n v e r s i o n  e x p e r i e n c e .  What is n o t  

s p e c i f i e d  i n  the l i t e r a t u r e  is t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  c o n v e r s i o n  

e x p e r i e n c e ,  u $ e t h e r  it is a n  i n t e l l e c t u a l  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  Ha i l e  

Selassie a s  t h e  p e r s o n i f i c a t i o n  o f  God, o r  a highly e m o t i o n a l  

a n d  e x p e r i e n t i a l  s t a t e ,  T h e  l i t e r a t u r e  on  t h e  movement i n d i c t e s  

t h a t  c h a r i s m a t i c  l e a d e r s  who h a v e  f o r a e d  g r o u p s  w i t h i n  t h e  

movement h a v e  u n d e r g o n e  a h i g h l y  e m o t i v e  s t a t e  of c o n v e r s i o n  in 

t h e  f o r w  of d r e a m s  a n d  v i s i o n s  (Smith, e t  a l ,  1960 ,  Barrett, 

1 9 6 8 ) -  T h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  are a lso  o n e s  who p e r p e t u a t e  t h e  

r e l i g i o u s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of R a s t a f a r i a n i s m ,  One  c o u l d  s p e c u l a t e  

o n  t h i s  b a s i s  t h a t  t h e  members  whc b e l o n g  t o  t h e  more  s e c u l a r  

a n d  p o l i t i c a l l y  o r i e n t e d  R a s t a f a r i a n  g r o u p s  a re  a o r e  l i k e l y  t o  

h a v e  u n d e r g o n e  c o n v e r s i o n  e x p e r i e n c e s  w h i c h  are i n t e l l e c t u a l  i n  

a a t  ure.  

It  is a p p a r e n t  f r o m  v a r i o u s  a c c o u n t s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  

R a s t a f a r i a n s ,  (e,g.  A l b u q u e r q u e ,  1977,  Cashmore ,  1979, Owens, 

1976, a n d  Pawney,  1979) t h a t  t h e i r  c e r t i t u d e  a n d  c o n v i c t i o n  i n  

Hai le  Selass ie  is v e r y  o f t e n  a r e s u l t  o f  i n t e n s e  f a c e - t o - f a c e  



i n t e r a c t i o n s  w i t h  o t h e r  R a s t a f a r i a n s -  3 T h e s e  f a c e - t o - f a c e  

i n t e r a c t i o n s  o v e r  a  p e r i o d  o f  time o f t e n  c u l a i n a t e  i n  t h e  

i n d i v i d u a l ' s  c o n v e r s i o n  t o  t h e  f a i t h ,  T h i s  h a s  b e e n  n o t e d  b y  

G e r l a c h  a n d  Hine (1968)  as  b e i n g  a n o t h e r  fac tor  p r o m o t i n g  t h e  

g r o w t h  o f  r e l i g i o u s  movements,  G e r l a c h  a n d  H i n e s  e m p h a s i z e  the 

b a s i s  o f  t h e s e  i n t e r a c t i o n s  a s  b e i n g  ' p r e - e x i s t i n g  si q n i f i c a n t  

s o c i a l '  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  

H i t h i n  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  c o l l e c t i v i t y ,  i n t e r a c t i o n s  b e t w e e n  

b r e t h r e n  a n d  s y m p a t h i z e r s  are p r i i u a r y  a n d  ~ e r s o n a l  i n  n a t u r e .  
t 

L e f e v e r  (1977) h a s  n o t e d  t h a t  members  o f  t h e  lover classes 

r a r e l y  e n g a g e  i n  i n t e r a c t i o n s  wh ich  are s e c o n d a r y  and t e r t i a r y .  

R a t h e r ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  i n t e r a c t i o n s  t h a t  o c c u r  a r e  p r i m a r y  i n  

n a t u r e -  C o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  o r i g i n s  of R a s t a f a r i a n i s m  from t h e  

g h e t t o s  o f  J a m a i c a ,  t h e  e z n p h a s i s  on face-to-face i n t e r a c t i o n s  

c a n  be u n d e r s t o o d  i n  t h i s  c o n t e x t ,  Though  the raovement h a s  

e x p a n d e d  o n  a w o r l d - v i d e  scale, t h i s  t y p e  o f  f a c e - t o - f a c e  

i n t e r a c t i o n  still  p e r s i s t s  a m o n g s t  R a s t a f a r i a n s  a n d  

s y a ~ t h a s i z ~ r s  of t h e  n c v e a e n t  who h a v e  h a d  n o  ' p r e - e x i s t i n g  

s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s * ,  T h e  n a t u r e  of t h e  i n t e s a c t i o n  is a l s o  

h i g h l y  p e r s o n a l  and is c o n c e n t r a t e d  o n  matters o f  t h e  f a i t h ,  

G e n e r a l l y ,  E a s t a f a r i a n s  a r e  q u i t e  o p e n  t o  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  a n y o n e  

------------------ 
3 P e r s o n a l  i n t e r v i e v  with a R a s t a f a r i a n  f r o m  E n g l a n d ,  ( R a s  S ) ,  
r e v e a l e d  t h a t  f o r  t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l ,  c o n v e r s i o n  t o  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  
f a i t h  began a f t e r  h i s  p e r i o d i c  a n d  i n t e n s e  face-to-face 
i n t e r a c t i o n s  w i t h  t h e m ,  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h i s  i n f o r m a n t ,  h e  not  i c e d  
t h a t  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  l e d  a v e r y  ' p o s i t i v e *  a n d  f u l f i l l i n g  l i f e ,  
a n d  t h i s  is w h a t  p r i m a r i l y  drew him t o  t h e  movement ( J u l y , 1 9 8 2 ) .  



i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e i r  f a i t h ,  

B o r e  t h a n  a n y  o t h e r  f a c t o r f i t  is t h e  c o n v i c t i o n  i n  t h e i r  

f a i t h  t h a t  m o t i v a t e s  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  t o  e n g a g e  i n  o p e n  a n d  

f r a n k  i n t e r a c t i o n s  w i t h  o t h e r  ~ a s t a f a r i a n s  a n d  o u t s i d e r s ,  To 

some  e x t e n t ,  t h e  l o w e r  c l a s s  o r i g i n  of t h e  m v e m e n t  h a s  c a r r i e d  

o v e r  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  d a y  a s  e v i n c e d  i n  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e s e  

i n t e r a c t i o n s ,  Yet, t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  n a t u r e  of t h e  i n t e r a c t i o n  a n d  

t h e  s t y l e  it is  c a r r i e d  f o r t h  i n  a l s o  s t r e m g t h e n s  t h e  b e l i e f  i n  

t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  f a i t h ,  T h e  i n d i v i d u a l q s  f a i t h  is t h u s  r e i n f o r c e d  
C 

by t h e  n a t n r e  a n d  s t y l e  of t h e s e  i n t e r a c t i o n s ,  I n  terms o f  t h e  

g r o w t h  of t h e  a o v e a e n t ,  t h e  i n t e n s i t y  a n d  g e n u i n e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  

t h e s e  f a c e - t o - f a c e  i n t e r a c t i o n s  i s  t r a n s a i t t e d  t o  o t h e r s ,  t h u s  

a t t r a c t i n g  p o t e n t i a l  members i n t o  t h e  f o l d  o f  t h e  c o l l e c t i v i t y .  

T h e  f a c e - t o - f a c e  type of i n t e r a c t i o n  a l s o  s e r v e s  a s  a  

p r i m a r y  v e h i c l e  f o r  t h e  d i s s e m i n a t i o n  of i n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  

t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  t h e o l o g y ,  Y i t h i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  f o r m s  o f  

R a s t a f a r i a n i s m  i n  Jamaica a n d  e l s e w h e r e ,  t h e  s y s t e m  of 

c o m m u n i c a t i o n  b e t w e e n  i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d  g r o u p s  c o n f o r m s  t o  wha t  

G e r l a c h  a n d  H i n e s  h a v e  t e r m e d  t h e  ' g r a p e v i n e  n e t w o r k  *, I n  t h e  

B a s t a f a r i a n  c o l l e c t i v i t y  t h e  ' g r a p e v i n e  n e t w o r k - s  m o s t  

a p p a r e n t  i n  c o m u u n i t i e s  t h a t  a re  i n  close g e o g r a p h i c  p r o x i m i t y .  

Hence ,  i n  Jamaica, t h e  n e w s  o f  t h e  i n t e r n a l  events o f  o n e  g r o u p  

become  w i d e l y  c i r c u l a t e d  a r o u n d  t h e  i s l a n d  i n  a matter o f  h o u r s .  

T h i s  is o n e  m e a n s  b y  w h i c h  t h e  ' b i n g h i q  c e r e m o n i e s  are ------------------ 
4 As o n e  R a s t a f a r i a n  1 i n t e r v i e w e d  s t a t e d ,  "1 c a n  t a l k  t o  a n y o n e  
a b o u t  J a h ,  n o  matter w h a t  time o f  d a y  o r  n i g h t  it is,*' ( p e r s o n a l  
i n t e r v i e w ,  J u n e ,  1 9 8 2 ) -  



p u b l i c i z e d .  Even w i t h i n  t h e  ~ a s t a f a r i a n  c o m m u n i t y  i n  V a n c o u v e r ,  

C a n a d a ,  n e w s  r e g a r d i n g  a ~ a s t a f a r i a n  e v e n t  is w i d e l y  c i r c u l a t e d  

t h r o u g h  t h e  ' g r a p e v i n e '  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  t h e  a e d i a  

h a v e  a d v e r t i z e d  t h e  e v e n t ,  5   his t y p e  o f  i n t e r n a l  c o a m u n i c a t i o n  

s y s t e m  is a  f u n c t i c n  of t h e  c l o s e  i n t e r a c t i o n s  b e t w e e n  

i n d i v i d u a l  R a s t a f a r i a n s  a n d  s y i n ~ a t h i z e r s  of t h e  aovemen t. 

O t h e r  factors c i t e d  b y  G e r l a c h  a n d  H i n e s  a s  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  

t h e  growth  o f  r e l i g i o u s  movements a r e  t h e  a c t u a l  or s u b j e c t i o e l y  

p e r c e i v e d  h o s t i l i t y  d i r e c t e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  movement ,  a n d  the 

n a t u r e  o f  t h e  i d e o l c g y  - w h i c h  t h e y  a r g u e  s h o u l d  b e  d r a m a t i c  a n d  

' c h a n g e - o r i e n t e d ' ,  B o t h  t h e s e  f a c t o r s  a re  p r e s e n t  w i t h i n  t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n  a o v e n e n t ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  a c t u a l  h o s t i l i t y  directed a t  

t h e  g r o u p  v a r i e s  a s  a f u n c t i o n  of its m a n i f e s t a t i o n  i n  d i f f e r e n t  

s o c i e t a l  c o n t e x t s ,  The n a t u r e  of t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  b e l i e f  s y s t e m  

is u n d o u b t e d l y  o r i e n t e d  t o w a r d s  c h a n g e ;  t h e  l a t t e r  being 

p e r c e i v e d  i n  a d r a m a t i c  f a s h i o n  b y  r e l i g i o u s  members of t h e  

movement. T h u s ,  t h e  m e s s i a n i c  n a t u r e  of t h e  b e l i e f  s y s t e m  

c o ~ b i n e d  w i t h  the f u t u r e  g o a l  of  r e d e m p t i o n  t h r o u g h  

r e p a t r i a t i o n ,  and t h e  e m p h a s i s  o n  b l a c k  s u p r e m a c y  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  

t h e  o r i e n t a t i o n  t o w a r d s  c h a n g e  a n d  t h e  d r a m a t i c  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n  f a i t h .  T h i s  e l e m e n t  of r a d i c a l  a n d  i m m i n e n t  c h a n g e  

is common to a l l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  of t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  b e l i e f  

s y s t e m  and t h u s  c a n  b e  f o u n d  i n  all its v a r y i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  

n a n i f e s t a t i o n s .  

------------------ 
* This is a p p a r e n t  f r o m  p e r s o n a l  o b s e r v a t i o n s  o f  t h e  c o m u n i t y  
i n  V a n c o u v e r ,  C a n a d a ,  [ J u l y ,  1982-1 988). 



w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  f a c t o r  of p e r c e i v e d  a n d  a c t u a l  h o s t i l i t y  

t o w a r d s  t h e  movement,  i t  c a n  b e  a r g u e d  t h a t ,  w h i l e  t h e  d e g r e e  o f  

t h i s  h o s t i l i t y  is c o n t i n g e n t  o n  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  s o c i a l  c o n t e x t s  o f  

R a s t a f a r i a n i s m ,  t h e  s e n s e  of p e r c e i v e d  h o s t i l i t y  is  common t o  

v i r t u a l l y  a l l  f o r m s  o f  t h e  taovelaent. T h i s  p e r c e i v e d  s e n s e  o f  

h o s t i l i t y  c a n  b e  b e s t  d e s c r i b e d  i n  terms of t h e  ' B a b y l o n i a n  

c o n s p i r a c y '  w h i c h  is u t i l i z e d  b y  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  i n  t h e i r  

a n a l y s i s  of c o n t e m ~ o r a r y  loca l  and w o r l d  s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l  e v e n t s .  

I n  a t h e r  w o r d s ,  the d i c h o t o m y  o f  ' g o o d 1  w h i c h  e q u a l s  * Z i o n *  a n d  

~ a f l e  Selassie v e r s u s  t h e  e x t e r n a l  w o r l d  u h i c h  i s  e g u a t f d  w i t h  

* B a b y l o n  a n d  L u c i f  er* ~ e r a e a t e s  a l l  B a s t a f a r i a n  t h o u g h t  a n d  

i n t e r a c t i o n .  f u r t h e r m o r e ,  a n  i n t e g r a l  e l e a e n t  of t h e  b e l i e f  

s y s t e ~  is t h e  s t r u g g l e  b e t v e e a  t h e  Bas ta fa r i aas  a s  t h e  t r u e  

* I s rae l i t es8  a n d  t h e  w o r l d  a t  l a r g e ,  i-e,  * B a b y l o n 1 ,  T h e  

* I s r a e l i t e 1  s t a t u s  c o n n o t a  t e s  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  a s  t h e  c h o s e n  

p e o p l e  of God, who b e c a u s e  of t h e i r  b e l i e f  w i l l  b e  s u b j e c t e d  t o  

p e r s e c u t i o n  b y  t h e  w i d e r  s o c i e t y .  So i t  c a n  b e  a r g u e d  t h a t  t h e  

p e r c e p t i o n  of external h o s t i l i t y  is b u i l t  i n t o  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  

b e l i e f  s y s t e m  r e g a r d l e s s  of the a c t u a l  p e r s e c u t i o n  d i r e c t e d  a t  

t h e  novemen t, 

G e r l a c h  a n d  H i n e s  f i n a l  c r i t e r i o n  of factors  d e t e r l a i n  ing 

t h e  g r o w t h  o f  r e l i g i o u s  r sovelaents  is t h a t  ~ e i a b e r s  h a v e  t o  

u n d e r g o  a n  act  o r  an  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  o r d e r  t o  g e n e r a t e  c o m n i t m e n t  

t o w a r d s  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  movement. B i t h i n  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  

t r a d i t i o n ,  t h i s  v a r i e s  a n d  d e p e n d s  on  i n d i v i d u a l  ~ e r c e p t i o n s  and  

o r i e n t a t i o n  t o w a r d s  t h e  f a i t h ,  I n  t h i s  sense, t h e  c o m m i t m e n t  



g e n e r a t e d  a l s o  v a r i e s  d e p e n d i n g  o n  t h e  i n  t e n s i t y  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e  

o f  t h e  act o r  v i s i o n ,  Yet, t h e  v i s i b l e  s y m b o l s  o f  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  

s u c h  a s  t h e  w e a r i n g  of d r e a d l o c k s  d i s p l a y s  t h i s  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  

t h e  e d i c t s  of t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  l i v i t y ,  I t  c a n  b e  a r g u e d  t h a t  

w h i l e  t h e  d e g r e e  o f  c o m m i t m e n t  g e n e r a t e d  t h r o u g h  v a r y i n g  d e g r e e s  

of a c t i o n s  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e s  is n o t  h o m o g e n e o u s  i n  t h e  

c o l l e c t i v i t y ,  t h e  v e r y  f r e e d o m  cE t h e  r a n g e  o f  c o m m i t m e n t s  t h a t  

c a n  be e x p r e s s e d  b y  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  i s  a n  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  i ts  

o v e r a l l  a p p e p l ,  

T h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  f a c t o r s  w h i c h  h a v e  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  

g r o w t h  a n d  s p r e a d  o f  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  m y s t i c  c o l l e c t i v i t y  a n d  

which  a r e  r o o t e d  i n  t h e  a p p e a l  of t h e  movement  t o  its a e i n b e r s  

and o t h e r  p o t e n t i a l  c o n v e r t s ,  T h e  m o s t  a p p e a l i n g  a s p e c t  of t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n  b e l i e f  s y s t e m  i s  t h a t  p r o v i d e s  a s o u r c e  o f  i d e n t i t y ,  

r a c i a l  p r i d e ,  a n d  d i g n i t y ,  a n d  a b o v e  a l l  a s e n s e  o f  s t a t u s ,  

H i s t o r i c a l l y ,  t h e  b l a c k s  have s u f f e r e d  many forms of o p p r e s s i o n  

w h i c h  r a n g e  f r o m  o u t r i g h t  e x p l o i t a t i o n  i n  e c o n o m i c  terns t o  a 

d e g r a d a t i o n  o f  d i g n i t y  v i a  t h e  s l a v e  t r a d e  a n d  o t h e r  more 

c o n t e m p o r a r y  m e c h a n i s m s  of r a c i a l  s e g r e g a t i o n  a n d  

d i s c r i a i n a t i o n ,  The s t r i v i n g  f o r  i d e n t i t y  h a s  m a n i f e s t e d  i t s e l f  

t h r o u g h  a v a r i e t y  of s o c i a l  a n d  r e l i g i o u s  n o v e m e n t s  s u c h  a the 

C i v i l  Rights movement,  t h e  E l a c k  C o n s c i o n s n e s s  o r  Black Power  

a o v e a e n t s ,  t h e  Back  t o  Africa m o v e n e n t  o f  M a r c u s  G a r v e y ,  a n d  the 

N a t i o n  of Islam movement of the B l a c k  3 u s l i m s .  W i t h i n  t h e  

C a r i b b e a n  c o n t e x t ,  t h e  g u e s t  f o r  i d e n t i t y  h a s  a l s o  t a k e n  a 

v a r i e t y  o f  f o r m s  r a n g i n g  f r o m  the q u a s i - A f r i c a n  r e l i g i o u s  g r o u p s  



s u c h  as  Obeah  a n d  E t h i o p i a n i s m  t o  the U n i v e r s a l  N e g r o e  

I m p r o v e n e n t  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  H a r c u s  G a r v e y .  T o  t h e  o p ~ r e s s e d  

b l a c k s  of t h e  C a r i b b e a n  and  e l s e w h e r e ,  R a s t a f a r i a n i s m  p r o v i d e s  

o n e  v i a b l e  means  o f  r e c l a i m i n g  a sense o f  d i g n i t y ,  r a c i a l  p r i d e ,  

a n d  a b o v e  a l l  a n  i d e n t i t y  a s  a n  A f r i c a n  a n d  a s  one o f  t h e  elect 

o f  God, 

However,  t h e  r a c i a l  c o m p o s i t i o n  of t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  

m e m b e r s h i p  is n o t  w h o l l y  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  b l a c k s .  T h e r e  are  a 

number  of w h i t e  a n d  E - I n d i a n  R a s t a f a r i a n s  i n  E n g l a n d ,  C a n a d a ,  

a n d  Jamaica.6 W h i l e  t h e  n u m b e r s  of t h i s  n o n - b l a c k  s e g m e n t  of t h e  

t o t a l  m e m b e r s h i p  i s  unknown,  i t  may b e  safe to a s s m e  t h a t  i t  is 

a small  p e r c e n t a g e ,  7 It is a l s o  a p p a r e n t  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  more 

white R a s t a f a r i a n s  than E, Indian ones, S e c o n d l y ,  t h e r e  seem t o  

b e ,  i n  t h e  V a n c o u v e r  R a s t a f a r i a n  c o m n u n i t y ,  more w h i t e  f e m a l e s  

i n  t h e  movement  t h a n  ma les ,  On t h e  who le ,  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  

c o m m u n i t y  i n  V a n c o u v e r  is male d o m i n a t e d ,  Host o f  t h e  f e n e a l e s  

e n t e r  t h e  movement  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  b e i n g  m a r r i e d  t o  a R a s t a f a f i a n  

or  a r e  d r a w n  t o  t h e  movement a s  a r e s u l t  o f  a p a s t  a s s o c i a t i o n  

w h i c h  h a s  r e s u l t e d  i n  c h i l d r e n ,  

T h e r e  a r e  a  n u m b e r  of p o s s i b l e  r e a s o n s  f o r  t h i s  d i f f e r e n c e  

i n  t h e  m e m b e r s h i p  i n  terms of t h e  h i g h e r  p r o p o r t i o n  of  white 

f e m a l e s  t o  males, The h i g h e r  w h i t e  fentale p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  ------------------ 
6 P e r s o n a l  o b s e r v a t i o n s  a n d  i n t e r v i e u s  w i t h  B a s t a f a r i a n s  
r e s i d i n g  i n  V a n c o u v e r ,  C a n a d a  are  t h e  s o u r c e  of t h i s  f i n d i n g -  

7 g i t h i n  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  c o m u n i t y  h e r e  i n  V a n c o u v e r ,  C a n a d a ,  
t h e r e  is, a t  p r e s e n t ,  o n e  R a s t a f a r i a n  who h a s  a n  E. 1 n d i a n  
r a c i a l  b a c k g r o u n d ,  I n  Jamaica, s e v e r a l  I n d i a n  R a s t a f a r i a n s  were 
p o i n t e d  o u t  t o  me { J u l y ,  1 9 8 3 ) -  



R a s t a f a r i a n  t r a d i t i o n  c o u l d  b e  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  a p p e a l  o f  t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n  b e l i e f  s y s t e m  t o  t h e s e  vomen. O n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  i t  

is more  t h a n  l i k e l y  t h a t  women e n t e r  t h e  movement a s  a r e s u l t  of 

t h e i r  p r e - f o r a e d  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  a R a s t a f a r i a n  male, Hence ,  

t h e  f u l l  e x p r e s s i o n  of t h i s  relations hi^ would  n a t u r a l l y  l e a d  t o  

t h e  s h a r i n g  o f  o n e ' s  l i f e  w i t h  o n e ' s  mate, a n d  i f  t h e  l a t t e r  

h a p p e n e d  t o  be a R a s t a f a r i a n ,  t h e n  a s h a r i n g  of h i s  b e l i e f  

s y s t e r u -  I n  t h i s  r e g a r d ,  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  a n d  p e r s o n a l  o b s e r v a t i o n s  

s u ~ g o r t  t h i s  view i n  l i g h t  of t h e  male d o m i n a n c e  o f  t h e  m o v e e e n t  

a n d  h i s  rc le  a s  h e a d  o f  h o u s e h o l d  o n  t h e  d o m e s t i c  l e v e l .  

H o r e o v e r ,  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  male is q u i t e  a d a n a n t  r e g a r d i n g  

s t r i c t u r e s  of t h e  l i v i t y  which a p p l y  t o  uosen . a  

Yet, w i t h i n  t h e  J a m a i c a n  v a r i a n t  o f  t h e  movement,  i t  h a s  

k e e n  n o t e d  i n  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  t h a t  women are drawn t o  t h e  

movement  o n  t h e  t a s i s  of t h e  s t r u c t u r e d  n a t u r e  of t h e  

B a s t a f a r i a n  l i v i t y  a n d  t h e  c l e a r l y  p r e s c r i b e d  r o l e  o f  women. 

However ,  t h e  J a m a i c a n  s o c i o c u l t u r a l  m i l i e u  d i f f e r s  r a d i c a l l y  

f r o m  t h a t  o f  West Coast C a n a d i a n  s o c i e t y ,  W i t h i n  Jaega ican  

s o c i e t y ,  t h e  i n c i d e n c e  of i l l e g i t i m a t e  c h i l d r e n  i s  v e r y  h i g h  a n d  

women are u s u a l l y  f o r c e d  i n t o  t h e  role of h e a d  o f  h o u s e h o l d .  The  

R a s t a f a r i a n  l i v i t y  w h i c h  c l e a r l y  e m p h a s i z e s  t h e  @ale  d o m i n a n c e  

------------------ 
8 T h i s  is t r u e  o f  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of males i n  t h e  movement 
r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e i r  g e n e r a l  o r i e n t a t i o n  a n d  i n t e r p e t a t  i o n  of t h e  
R a s t a f a r i a n  d o c t r i n e ,  I n  t h e  area o f  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  
women, R a s t a f a r i a n s  e x e r c i s e  a d i f f e r e n t i a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  
t h e  k e l i e f  sys te r t l ,  T h i s  finding i s  l a r g e l y  b a s e d  o n  p e r s o n a l  
o b s e r v a t i o n s  and i n t e r a c t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  male members  o f  t h e  
movement b o t h  in d a g l a i c a  a n d  i n  V a n c o u v e r ,  Canada .  1198 1, 1 9 8 2 ,  
July, 198.3) . 



i n  t h e  d o m e s t i c  a r e n a  of s o c i a l  l i f e  is p a r t i c u l a r l y  a p p e a l i n g  

t o  women i n  t h i s  soc ia l  c o n t e x t  (Rowe, 1 9 8 0 ) .  I t  c a n  b e  s e e n  

t h a t  t h e  n e e d s  of t h e  m e m b e r s h i p  d i f f e r  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  

p a r t i c u l a r  s o c i e t y  t h e y  r e s i d e  i n ,  F i n a l l y ,  t h e r e  are a s p e c t s  o f  

t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  t r e a t m e n t  of women t h a t  a r e  p o s i t i v e  a n d  

a p p e a l i n g  i n  t h e m s e l v e s ,  I n  t h e  f i r s t  i n s t a n c e ,  a R a s t a f a r i a n  

a d d r e s s e s  h i s  f e m a l e  c c n s o r t  a s  h i s  ' Q u e e n '  a n d  a c c o r d s  h e r  a 

great deal  of r e s p e c t ,  S e c o n d l y ,  t h e  ro le  o f  c h i l d r e n  is of  

p a r a m o u n t  i m p o r t a n c e  ia t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  t r a d i t i o n ,  Hence ,  t h e  

i n d i v i d u a l  ~ a s t a f a r i a n  males are  g e n e r a l l y  more c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  

a n d  a t t e n t i v e  t o  t h e i r  o f f s p r i n g  t h a n  t h e i r  n o n - R a s t a f a r i a n  male 

c o u n t e r p a r t s  [Barrett ,  1968 ,  1977, Bowe, 1980 ,  a n d  p e r s o n a l  

o b s e r v a t i o n s ) ,  

As ide  f r o m  t h i s ,  t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  f a c t o r s  of R a s t a f a r i a n i s m  

w h i c h  e n h a n c e  i ts a t t r a c t i v e n e s s  t o  p o t e n t i a l  members,  In 

a d d i t i o n  t o  p r o v i d i n g  a n  i m p o r t a n t  s o u r c e  of i d e n t i t y ,  t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n  t r a d i t i o n  c a n  also be u t i l i z e d  as  a weans for 

e x p r e s s i n g  s o c i a l  p r o t e s t  a n d  criticism of t h e  e x i s t i n g  s o c i a l  

o r d e r ,  I n  t h i s  r e s~ec t ,  R a s t a f a r i a n i s m  p r o v i d e s  t h e  basis  of a 

c r i t i q u e  o f  t h e  w i d e r  s o c i e t y ,  t h o u g h  i n  a l a n q a a g e  w h i c h  is 

b i b l i c a l l y  t i n g e d ,  As a b e l i e f  s y s t e m ,  R a s t a f a r i a n i s m  n e a t l y  

assigns t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  n e g a t i v e  c o n d i t i o o s  and 

e v e n t s  t o  B a b y l o n ,  w h i c h  t o  a l a r g e  m e a s u r e  s y m b o f i z e s  t h e  

V e s t e r n  p o w e r s ,  a n d  a t t r i b u t e s  t h e  p o s i t i v e ,  a n d  a ~ e l i o r a t i v e  

a c t i o n s  t o  J a h ,  S u c h  a b e l i e f  s y s t e m  t h e n  p r o v i d e s  m e a n i n g  t o  

some i n d i v i d i l a l s  who may a l r e a d y  have  a p r e - e x i s t i n g  n e g a t i v e  



c o n c e p t i o n  o f  the e x i s t i n g  s o c i a l  o r d e r  a n d  w o r l d  p o w e r s ,  T h u s ,  

t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  t h e o l o g y  p r o v i d e s  a n  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  t h e  c a u s a l  

p r o c e s s e s  t h a t  h a v e  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  c o n t e m p o r a r y  w o r l d  

s i t u a t i o n .  M o r e o v e r ,  t h e  b e l i e f  s y s t e a  o f f e r s  a p a t h  t o  

s a l v a t i o n  w h i c h  is t a n g i b l e  a n d  t h i s  w o r l d l y .  

F o r  many members  of t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  f a i t h ,  t h e  l a t t e r  h a s  

a n  a d d e d  a p p e a l  i n  t h e  s e n s e  of b e l o n g i n g  a n d  s e c u r i t y  i t  

p r o v i d e s .  T h i s  is l i n k e d  w i t h  t h e  f u n c t i o n  of R a s t a f a r i a n i s m  a s  

a s o u r c e  o f  i d e n t i t y .  However ,  t h e  s e n s e  of b e l o n g i n g  t h a t  

m e ~ b e r s h i p  i n  t h e  movement c o n f e r s  o n  i n d i v i d n a l s  d i f f e r s  f r o m  

its f u n c t i o n  a s  a s c u r c e  of r a c i a l  p r i d e  a n d  d i g n i t y ,  Tt is 

i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e ,  from o b s e r v a t i o n s  a n d  i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  a 

p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  i n  V a n c o u v e r ,  C a n a d a ,  t h a t  a number  

of  t h e  m a l e  n o n - b l a c k  a e a i b e r s  h a d  p e r s o n a l  h i s t o r i e s  wh ich  

r e v e a l e d  p r e v i o u s  m e m b e r s h i p  i n  o t h e r  p o l i t i c a l ,  s o c i a l ,  a n d  

ref i g i o u s  a o v e ~ e n t s 9  I t  c a n  be d e d u c e d  froni t h e s e  o b s e r v a t i o n s  

t h a t  some of t h e s e  n o n - b l a c k  members  were a l r e a d y  m a r g i n a l  i n  

r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  c o ~ ~ u n i t i e s  t h e y  c a m e  from, 10 ------------------ 
9 Cne i n f o r m a n t  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  h e  h a d  b e e n  a c t i v e l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  
t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  a n t i - e s t a b l i s h n e n t  o r i e n t e d  g r o a p s  i n  t h e  l a t e  
s i x t i e s ,  A n o t h e r ,  had  p a r t i c i p a t e d  a c t i v e l y  i n  t h e  
c o u n t e r - c u l t u r e  m o v e a e n t  when i t  s p r e a d  t o  Canana .  Yet a n o t h e r  
n o n - b l a c k  i n f o r m a n t  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  h e  c o m b i n e d  t h e  p r e c e p t s  o f  
t h e  Y o g i c  t r a d i t i o n  w i t h  a h e l i e f  i n  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  f a i t h ,  a n d  
t h a t  h e  was a t r a i n e d  t e a c h e r  i n  Yoga, p r a c t i c i n g  t h e  a r t  i n  h i s  
e v e r y d a y  l i v i t  p ( p e r s c n a l  i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  n o n - b l a c k  R a s t a f a r i a n s  
i n  V a n c o u v e r ,  C a n a d a ,  1982- 1983) . 
10 T h i s  is p a r t i c u l a r l y  a p p a r e n t  i n  t h e  case of o n e  R a s t a f a r i a n  
t b a t  I i n t e r v i e r e d  who o p e n l y  s t a t e d  t h a t  p r i o r  t o  his 
c o n v e r s i o n  t o  t h e  B a s t a f a r i a n  f a i t h ,  h e  f e l t  a l i e n a t e d  from h i s  
peers a n d  a l s o  f e l t  t b a t  h e  c o u l d  n o t  fit i n  t h e  s o c i e t y  i n  
w h i c h  h e  had  s p e n t  most of h i s  l i f e ,  H e  s t a t e d ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  
b e i n g  a R a s t a f a r i a n  h a d  g i v e n  him a sense o f  b e l o n g i n g  w h i c h  he 



I t  h a s  b e e n  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  some  o f  t h e s e  n o n - b l a c k  

members  had ,  i n  some  time i n  t h e i r  p a s t ,  b e e n  a f f i l i a t e d  t o  

o t h e r  r e l i g i o u s  g r o u p s  b e f o r e  d r i f t i n g  i n t o  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  

m y s t i c  c o l l e c t i v i t y .  I n  t h i s  s e n s e ,  t h e s e  a d h e r e n t s  r e s e m b l e  t h e  

'seekers* w h i c h  p o p u l a t e  t h e  c u l t i c  m i l i e u  of s o c i e t y  [ C a m p b e l l ,  

1 9 7 2 ,  1977). T h e s e  ' s e e k e r s *  a t t e m p t  t o  s a i n t a i n  a f r i n g e  

c o @ m i t a e n t  t o  t h e  c u l t s  p o p u l a t i n g  t h e  c u l t i c  m i l i e u .  Houevec ,  

when t h e y  d o  f i n d  a  r e l i g i o u s  gronp t h a t  s a t i z f i e s  t h e i r  n e e d s  

a n d  c o r r e s p o n d s  t o  t h e i r  inner b e l i e f  s y s t e m s ,  wh ich  a re  u s u a l l y  

s y n c r e t i s t i c  a n d  h a v e  e v o l v e d  o v e r  a p e r i o d  of time, t h e n  t h e y  

w i l l  becouie h i g h l y  c o m a i t t e d  t o  t h i s  r e l i g i o u s  g r o u p  wh ich  
t 

C a m p b e l l  d e s c r i b e s  a s  a ' r e v e l a t o r y  c u l t * ,  T h i s  s e r v e s  t o  

d e s r i b e  a s m a l l  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  t o t a l  R a s t a f a r i a n  e e m b e r s h i p ,  

An a p p a r e n t  f a c t o r  i n  t h e  a p p e a l  of R a s t a f a r i a n i s m  is t h a t  

it is a r e l a t i v e l y  r e c e n t  phenomenon,  Hence ,  its n o v e l t y  s t i l l  

e x i s t s .  T h i s  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  true of t h e  p u b l i c  i m a g e  of the 

taovement i n  a r e a s  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  C a r i b b e a n ,  e ,g .  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

# o r e o v e r ,  i t  d o e s  n o t  a p p e a r  a s  a n  i n t e n s e ,  r e l i g i o u s  t y p e  of 

f a n a t i c i s m ,  R a t h e r ,  i t  is quite clear fro@ g e n e r a l  r e a c t i o n s  o f  

t h e  p u b l i c  t h a t  t h e  tsovement,  i n  terms of its r e l i g i o n s  

a u t h e n t i c i t y ,  is n o t  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e  s e r i o u s .  T h i s  a t t i t u d e  

which d e n i e s  the a o v e a e n t  a n y  t y p e  of r e l i g i o u s  a u t h e n t i c i t y  is 

a l s o  a p p a r e n t  i n  a c a d e m i c  circf es u h e r e  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  are 

v i e v e d  a s  o n e  a d d i t i o n a l  strange and  d e v i a n t  p o p u l a r  movement ,  

l o ( c o n t a d )  h a d  n o t  e x p e r i e n c e d  p r i o r  to  h i s  c o n v e r s i o n  ( J u l y ,  
1982, V a n c o u v e r ,  C a n a d a ) .  



much i n  t h e  way t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  v i e w e d  t h e  c o u n t e r - c u l t u r e -  I n  

o n e  s e n s e ,  w h i l e  t h i s  is  a n e g a t i v e  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  movement 

it  d o e s  l e a d  t o  u n f o r s e e n  c o n s e q u e n c e s  i n  terms o f  a t t r a c t i n g  

members  who a d h e r e  t o  t h e  movement p u r e l y  on t h e  g r o u n d s  of its 

d e v i a n t  a n d  a b e r r a n t  s t a t u s  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  m a i n s t r e a m  s o c i e t y -  

However ,  n o t  a l l  members a d h e r e  t o  t h e  movement on t h e s e  

g r o u n d s .  Some a e a b e r s  u t i l i z e  t h e  b e l i e f  s y s t e i n  t o  create a 

s e n s e  of s u b j e c t i v e  a r e a n i n g  a n d  p u r p o s e  i n  t h e i r  l i v e s .  O t h e r  

members  by  c o n t r a s t  i n t e r p r e t  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  b e l i e f  s y s t e m  t o  

s u i t  p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t s .  T h e  l a t t e r  i n c l u d e s  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n  t r a d i t i o n  f o r  t h e  so le  p u r p o s e  o f  b e i n g  d i f f e r e n t  

f r o m  o n e ' s  p e e r s  o r - a s  a m e a n s  t o  l e g i t i m i z e  t h e  i n t a k e  o f  

m a r i j u a n a  is a d e f i n i t e  d i s t o r t i o n  of t h e  b e l i e f  s y s t e m .  Y e t ,  

t h e  ' m a l l e a b i l i t y 9  of t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  t h e o l o g y  is  i n  itself a 

d e f i n i t e  f a c t o r  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  t h e  g r o w t h  o f  the movement,  a n d  

i n  t h i s  s e n s e  is p a r t  o f  t h e  t o t a l  a p p e a l  o f  t h e  movement. 

Plembers  u t i l i z e  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  t r a d i t i o n  f o r  a v a r i e t y  o f  

r e a s o n s ,  o n e  o f  t h e m  b e i n g  its u s e  a s  a B e a n s  b y  which t o  

l e g i t i m i z e  b e h a v i o u r  w h i c h  t h e  rest o f  s o c i e t y  considers t o  b e  

d e v i a n t ,  e.g. t h e  c o n s a m p t i o n  of m a r i j u a n a ,  1% F o r  o t h e r s ,  t h e  

c e n t r a l  t e n e t s  of t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  l i v i t y  c o n f o r m  t o  t h e i n :  

p e r s o n a l  b e l i e f s  s u c h  as t h e  s t r i c t  e m p h a s i s  o n  a v e g e t a r i a n  

------------------ 
11 A s i d e  from t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  w i t h  R e g g a e  music, t h e  u s e  o f  
t h e  b e l i e f  s y s t e m  f o r  t h i s  r e a s o n ,  i ,e-  a s  a means  l e g i t i m i z i n g  
the i n t a k e  of m a r i j u a n a  a l so  seeas t o  be a factor a m o n g s t  some 
R a s t a f a r i a n  &embers t h a t  I i n t e r v i e w e d  i n  the C a n a d i a n  c o n t e x t .  
I w o u l d  a s s u m e  t h a t  a l r c n g s t  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  i n  E n g l a n d  a n d  t h e  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  s imi la r  m o t i v e s  w o u l d  e ine rge ,  



d i e t ,  a b e l i e f  i n  t h e  c u r a t i v e  e f f e c t s  o f  g a n j a ,  a p e r s o n a l  

p r e j u d i c e  a g a i n s t  t h e  u s e  o f  a n y  a r t i f i c i a l  me thod  o f  b i r t h  

c o n t r o l ,  a n d  a  p e r s o n a l  e m p h a s i s  o n  t h e  n a t u r a l  a s  o p p o s e d  t o  

t h e  use o f  s y n t h e t i c  e l e m e n t s  i n  f o o d ,  c l o t h i n g  etc, However ,  it 

is a p p a r e n t  t h a t  o t h e r  f ac to r s  h a v e  t o  be p r e s e n t  a n d  

i n t e r a c t i n g  w i t h  t h e s e  p e r s o n a l  b e l i e f s  i n  o r d e r  for  t h e  

i n d i v i d u a l  t o  f u l l y  c o a m i t  h i n / h e r s e l f  t o  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  f a i t h .  

Yet, t h e  u t i l i z a t i o n  of R a s t a f a r i a n i s m  i n  a v a r i e t y  of ways, b y  

t h e  ~ e m b e r s h i p ~ s t e m s  f r o m  t h e  loose s t r u c t u r e  of t h e  B a s t a f a r i a n  

m y s t i c  c o l l e c t i v i t y  a n d  t h e  l o o s e l y  a r t i c u l a t e d  t h e o l o g y  of  

Basta f a  r i a n i s m ,  

I t  seems t h a t  t h e  v a g i o u s  u s e s  of t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  t r a d i t i o n  

stem frow t h e  s p e c i f i c  n e e d s  o f  t h e  m e a b e r s h i p .  T h e  l a t t e r ,  i t  

may b e  a r g u e d ,  r e s u l t  from t h e  i n t e r a c t i o n  between  t h e  e x t e r n a l  

s o c i a l  r e a l i t y  and i n t e r n a l ,  s u b j e c t i v e  e x p e r i e n c e s  a n d  

p e r c e p t i o n s ,  T h e  g r o u t  h  a n d  s u r v i v a  1 of r e l i g i o u s  movemen t s  is 

i n t i m a t e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  e x t e r n a l  f a c t o r s  i m p i n g i n g  on  t h e  

movement. T h e s e  e x t e r n a l  f ac tors  n a y  r a n g e  f r o ~  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  

v a r i a b l e s  s u c h  a s  a s u d d e n  p e r i o d  o f  e c o n o m i c  boom, o r  a d r a s t i c  

e c o n o i a i c  d e p r e s s i o n ,  t o  c l ima t i c  d i s a s t e r s  s u c h  a s  a n  i n t e n s e  

e a r t h q u a k e  or  f a a i n e  (Barkun ,  19741, t o  s o c i e t y e s  r e s p o n s e  t o  a 

p a r t i c u l a r  r e l i g i o u s  grciup ( G e r l a c h  a n d  H i n e ,  196R), a n d  a l s o  t o  

t h e  s p e c i f i c  s o c i o - c u l t u r a l  m a k e  up o f  t h e  s o c i e t y  w h i c h  may 

i n c l u d e  t h e  a b s e n c e  of a m a i n s t r e a m  r e l i g i c u s  i n s t i t u t i o n  o r  a 

d e c l i n e  i n  t h e  power  cf the t r a d i t i o n a l  r e l i g i o u s  i n s t i t u t i o n s  

( S t a r k  a n d  B a i n b r i d g e ,  I98 1) .  G e n e r a l l y ,  t h e n ,  s o c i a l  



disorganization,stemming f r o m  a  r a n g e  o f  f a c t o r s ,  c a n  r e s u l t , n o t  

o n l y  i n  t h e  f o r a a t i c n  of new r e l i g i o u s  movements,  b u t  a l s o  a i d  

i n  t h e  g r o w t h  a n d  s u r v i v a l  o f  e x i s t i n g  r e l i g i o u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  

Moreover , ,  t h e  i m p a c t  of t h e s e  e x t e r n a l  s o c i a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  a l s o  

d e t e r m i n e s  t h e  t y p e  of r e l i g i o u s  c r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a t  a  g r o u p  w i l l  

d e v e l o p  i n  a given s o c i a l  c o n t e x t .  

The  s p r e a d  o f  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  movement t o  o t h e r  p a r t s  of 

t h e  w o r l d  was f a c i l i t a t e d  b y  a  number o f  v a r i a b l e s .  The  f i r s t  

and f o r e a o s t  o f  t h e s e  was the c o m m e r c i a l i z a t i o n  o f  Begqae misic. 

However, a n  a n t e c e d a n t  v a r i a b l e  t o  t h e  e s c a l a t i n g  p o p u l a r i t y  o f  

t h i s  m u s i c  was t h e  i n c r e a s e  i n  p o p u l a t x o n  o f  West I n d i a n s  who 

h a d  m i g r a t e d  t o  m e t r o p o l i t a n  c o u n t r i e s  i n  t h e  h o p e  o f  

a m e l i o r a t i n g  t h e i r  e c o n o m i c  p o s i t i o n ,  Prom t h e  p e r i o d  b e t w e e n  

t h e  l a t e  f o r t i e s  a n d  t h e  s i x t i e s ,  a i g r a t i o a  of B e s t  I n d i a n s  from 

J a m a i c a ,  i n c r e a s e d  d r a m a t i c a l l y  ( B a r r e t t ,  1968,  Cashmore ,  1979) .  

Por the a o s t  p a r t ,  t h e s e  m i g r a n t s  s e t t l e d  i n  the U n i t e d  Kingdom, 

p r e d o m i n a n t l y  i n  Eng land ,  West I n d i a n  n i g r a t i o n  t o  Canada  a n d  

t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  d i d  n o t  o c c u r  t o  the same e x t e n t ,  and a l s o  

o c c u r r e d  a t  a  l a t e r  d a t e ,  

I t  was t h e s e  West I n d i a n  c ~ l a a n n i t i e s  t r a n s p o s e d  i n t o  a 

f o r e i g n  c u l t u r a l  ~ i l i e u  t h a t  foraed t h e  f i r s t  m a r k e t  f o r  West 

I n d i a n  music a n d  f o c d  ~ r o d u c t s  i n  t h e  host c o n n t r i e s ,  T h u s ,  t h e  

i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  B e g g a e  m u s i c  f o u n d  a r e a d y  market i n  t h e s e  

m e t r o p o l i t a n  c o u n t r i e s ,  i, e, England ,  Canada  and  the U n i t e d  

S t a t e s ,  N o n e t h e l e s s ,  t h e  f o r m s  of R a s t a f a r i a n i s m  t h a t  e m e r g e d  i n  

a l l  three s o c i a l  c o n t e x t s  d i f f e r e d  t o  a l a r g e  d e g r e e .  I t  is t h e  



n a t u r e  o f  t h i s  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  v a r i o u s  forms J a h  t h a t  

f o r m s  t h e  core o f  t h e  f o l l o v i n g  d i s c u s s i o n ,  

C a s h m o r e ' s  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  ~ a s t a f a r i a n  movement forms t h e  

f o c a l  p o i n t  of t h i s  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  E n g l i s h  f o r m  of Jah .  

A c c o r d i n g  t o  Cashmore ,  t h e  Best I n d i a n s  m i g r a t e d  t o  E n g l a n d  i n  

a n  a t t e m p t  t o  i m p r o v e  t h e i r  s o c i a l  a n d  e c o n o m i c  l o t .  T h e  c h o i c e  

o f  E n g l a n d  by t h e  i m m i g r a n t s  was m o t i v a t e d  s o l e y  on t h e  g r o u n d s  

of a n  i m p r e s s i o n  o f  familiari  t p  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s i n c e  J a m a i c a  h a d  

b e e n  c o l o n i z e d  b y  t h e  E n g l i s h ,  a n d  t h e  l a t t e r ' s  p r e s e n c e  o n  t h e  

i s l a n d  s e r v e d  t o  s t i m u l a t e  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  cf f a m i l i a r i t y ,  

R o r e o v e r ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  Coamonweaf th  C o u n t r i e s  o f f i c i a l  c o d e ,  

a n y  p e r s o n s  r e s i d i n g  i n  a c o u n t r y  b e l o n g i n g  t o  t h e  B r i t i s h  

Ccmmonweal th  was ve l cosae  i n  b o t h  a member c o u n t r y  a n d  t h e  m o t h e r  

c o u n t r y ,  i. e. England ,  T h u s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  C a s h m o r e ,  Yest I n d i a n  

i m m i g r a n t s  e n t e r t a i n e d  g r e a t  e x p e c t a t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e i r  

p r o p o s e d  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  B r i t a i n ,  However ,  t h e  u n f e a s i h i l i t y  o f  

t h e  f u l f i l l m e n t  of t h e s e  e x p e c t a t i o n s  became a p p a r e n t  a f t e r  t h e  

a r r i v a l  of t h e  f i rst  have  of Hest I n d i a n  m i g r a n t s ,  

T h e  d i s i l  l u s i o n a e n t  o f  f a c i n g  a racist s o c i e t y  w h i c h  d e n  i e d  

t h e =  a sense o f  d i g n i t y  a n d  b e l o n g i n g  becam a a n i f e s t  i n  t h e  

r e t rea t i s t  p o s i t i o n  a d o p t e d  b y  t h e  West I n d i a n  g roup .  A c c o r d i n g  

t o  C a s h m o r e ,  t h e  a l i e n a t i o n  s t e m m i n g  f r o m  t h e  d e n i a l  o f  f u l l  

p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  h o s t  s o c i e t y  was t o  s o m e  d e g r e e  c h a n n e l l e d  

i n t o  r e l i g i o u s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  b l a c k  P e n t e c o s t a l  c h u r c h e s .  T h e  

h i g h l y  e m o t i v e  c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  s e r v i c e s  s e r v e d  as  o n e  d e v i c e  by 

w h i c h  t h e  f r u s t r a t i o n s  faced b y  t h e  group c o u l d  b e  r e l e a s e d ,  



F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  g h e t t o i z a t i o n l  o f  t h e  b l a c k s  i n t o  r a c i a l l y  

c o n c e n t r a t e d  c o m m u n i t i e s  o f  t h e  t y p e  p r e s e n t  i n  B r i x t o n t 2  s e r v e d  

a s  a b u f f e r  z o n e  a g a i n s t  t h e  rest o f  s o c i e t y ,  a n d  a l s o  

p e r p e t u a t ~ d  West I n d i a n  c u l t u r a l  p a t t e r n s ,  

C a s h m r e  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  s u b s t a n t i a l  n u m b e r s  of b l a c k s  were 

p r e s e n t  i n  these g h e t t o  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  While the f i r s t  g e n e r a t i o n  

o f  b l a c k s ,  from t h e  C a r i b b e a n ,  a s s u m e d  a retreatist  p o s i t i o n  and 

a g e n e r a l l y  low p r o f i l e  i n  t h e  E n g l i s h  c o n t e x t ,  the s e c o n d  

g e n e r a t i o n  o f  b l a c k s  a d o p t e d  a w h o l l y  d i f f e r e n t  s t r a t e g y  fo r  

d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e i r  f r u s t r a t i o n  a n d  t h e  a l i e n a t i o n  they 

e x p e r i  enced .  T h e s e  p r e d o a i n a n  t l y ,  young b l a c k s  a r t i c u l a  t ed  t h e i r  

p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  s o c i e t y  t h r o u g h  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  of b l a c k  g a n g s  a n d  

t h e  ' r u d e  b o y  * complex ,  f i e  r u d e  b o y s  who were s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  

s k i n h e a d  g r o u p s  i n  E n g l a n d , * J  i n c o r p o r a t e d  a specific s t y l e  o f  

d r e s s  a n d  b e h a v i o u r  a s  t h e i r  s y m b o l s  o f  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n .  

T h e  r u d e  boy  p h e n o ~ e n o n  was, i n  p a r t ,  d e r i v e d  from t h e  

J a m a i c a n  social  c o n t e x t .  Soate of these ' r u d e  boys*  h a d  a r r i v e d  

s t r a i g h t  f roa Jaaaica. O t h e r s ,  were s e c o n d  g e n e r a t i o n  E n g l i s h  

b l a c k s ,  W i t h i n  Jamaica, t h e  rude b o y s  c a n  b e  d e s c r i b e d  as 

", , . 'the h u s t l e r s  a n d  r a t c h e t  men a n d  small- time s u p e r f  l i e s  o f  

12 A p r e d o m i n a n t l y  b l a c k ,  e c o n o m i c a f l y  d e p r e s s e d  area of London,  
E n g l a n d ,  

1 3  C a s h m o r e  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  skinheads as ,  ", , , w o r k i n g - c l a s s  
t e e n a g e r s  who c r o p p e d  t h e i r  h a i r ,  h o i s t e d  their t r o u s e r s  up  t o  
r a i d - c a l f  a n d  e a s e d  t h e i r  f ee t  i n t c  *Dr. H a r t e n '  b r a n d  t o e - c a p p e d  
w o r k i n g  b o o t s , ,  . S k i a h e a d s  s p e c i a l i s e d  in a g g r a v a t i o n , ,  , . , 
d i r e c t e d  a t  a n y o n e  n o t i c e a b l y  d e v i a n t  b u t  m o s t  o f t e n  A s i a n s ,  
o v e r t  homosexuals,niotor-cycling Hells A n g e l s  a n d  l o n g - h a i r e d  
a f f i l i a t e s  of t h e  h i p p i e  p e r s u a s i o n  (I979:Q 1 ) -  



West K i n g s t o n ,  T h e y  h a v e n ' t  b e e n  t o  s c h o o l  a n d  t h e y  c a n f  t g e t  a 

j o k  a n d  a l o t  o f  t h e  time t h e y  c a n ' t  is  b e c a u s e  t h e y  d o n ' t  w a n t  

w ~ r k ~ ~ [ C a s h ~ o r e ,  1979:42), T h e  r u d e  b o y s  r e s e m b l e d  t h e  s k i n h e a d s  

i n  a number  of ways,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e y  were s e x i s t  i n  t h e i r  

o r i e n t a t i o n ,  were e x t r e m e l y  a g g r e s s i v e  t o w a r d s  o t h e r  m i n o r i t y  

g r o u p s  i n  s o c i e t y ,  a n d  a d h e r e d  t o  s i m i l a r  s y m b o l s  of 

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  as t h e  s k i n h e a d s .  

A ~ a r r i a g e  b e t w e e n  the two r a c i a l l y  d i s t i n c t  g r o u p s  

o c c u r r e d  i n  the a i d - s i x t i e s ,  The  f ac to r s  t h a t  p r o m o t e d  t h i s  

c o a l i t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  two g r o u p s  was, i n  t h e  f i r s t  i n s t a n c e ,  a n  

a t t r a c t i o n  on t h e  p a r t  of t h e  s k i n h e a d s  f o r  t h e  ' c o o l s ,  s l i c k  

s t y l e  of t h e  y o u n g  b l a c k s  a n d ,  more  i m p o r t a n t l y ,  a n  a t t r a c t i o n  

t o  t h e  b l a c k ,  J a m a i c a n  m u s i c a  1 s t y l e ,  i -e,  R o c k s t e a d y ,  I *  T h e r e  
(I 

were o t h e r  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  fac tors  w h i c h  a l s o  m e d i a t e d  t h e  c o m i n g  

t o g e t h e r  of t h e  t w o  g r o u p s ,  T h e  r a i n  factor ,  i n  t h i s  r e g a r d ,  was 

t h e  a b s e n c e  of  b l a c k s  i n  c o m n e r c i a l  e n t e r p r i s e s ,  a r o a d  t o  

s o c i a l  m o b i l i t y  which was h e a v i l y  r e l i e d  u p o n  by t h e  A s i a n s .  

F u r t h e r m r e ,  i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  Asians who had b r o u g h t  w i t h  them 

a r i c h  c u l t u r a l  h e r i t a g e  w h i c h  vas h i g h l y  e x c l u s i v e  a n d  w h i c h  

e n d o w e d  t h e m  w i t h  a s e n s e  o f  s t a t u s  a n d  d i g n i t y ,  the b l a c k s  a n d  

t h e  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  w h i t e  y o u t h  uho f o r m e d  t h e  n a i n s p r i n q  o f  t h e  

r u d i e s  a n d  t h e  s k i n h e a d s ,  lacked s u c h  a n  e laborate  a n d  r i c h  

c u l t u r a l  s y s t e a ,  

I*  B o c k s t e a d y  was t h e  p r e c u r s o r  t o  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of R e g g a e  a s  
a d i s t i n c t  m u s i c a l  style- 



T h e  m i d - s i x t i e s ,  i n  E n g l a n d ,  were a l s o  m a r k e d  by t h e  

a p p e a r a n c e  of t h e  B l a c k  Power  aaovement. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  v a  r i o n s  

o t h e r  b l a c k  n a t i o n a l i s t i c  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  were foclsed. T h e  i m p a c t  

of t h e  p r e s e n c e  of t h e s e  g r o u p s  o n  t h e  b l a c k  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  t h i s  

g e o g r a p h i c  c o n t e x t  r e s u l t e d  i n  a  marked  h e i g h t e n i n g  o f  r a c i a l  

c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  T h e  ~ a i n  s t r u c t u r a l  f e a t u r e  i n  p a v i n g  t h e  way f o r  

t h e  e n t r e n c h m e n t  o f  R a s t a f a r i a n i s m  a m o n g s t  t h e s e  s e c o n d  

g e n e r a t i o n  b l a c k  y o u t h s ,  was t h e  g a n g  p r o t o t y p e  which h a d  b e e n  

f u r n i s h e d  b y  t h e  r u d e  bops. 

T h e  r u d e  b o y s ,  i t  m u s t  b e  n o t e d ,  h a d  i n s t i t u t e d  t h e  g a n g  

s t r u c t u r e  a s  t h e  p r e d o m i n a n t  form o f  s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n  a m o n g s t  

t h e  p e e r  g r o u p .  T h e s e  g a n g s  c o n t a i n e d  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  e i g h t  t o  t e n  

i n d i v i d u a l s .  T h e  f o r m a t i o n  of t h i s  g a n g  s t r u c t u r e  v a s  i t s e l f  a 

f u n c t i o n  of t h e  o t h e r  i a t e r a c t i n g  v a r i a b l e s .  The  West I n d i a n  

f a m i l y  u n i t  h a d  become f r a g a t e n t e d  a n d  e x e r t e d  less power  a n d  

i n f l u e n c e  a m o n g s t  t h e  b l a c k  youth, T h i s  d e c l i n e  i n  f a m i l i a l  

i n f l u e n c e  c a n  b e  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  a b s e n c e  of o n e  or both 

p a r e n t s  f o r  l o n g  p e r i o d s  o f  t i n s  f r o a  t h e  home, T h e  

s o c i o - e c o n o a i c  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r c e d  b o t h  p a r e n t s  t o  work. 

C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  t h e  p r e s e n c e  a n d  a u t h o r i t y  of t h e  p a r e n t a l  u n i t  

d e c l i n e d  a s  a f u n c t i o n  o f  t h i s  e x t e n d e d  a b s e n c e  from t h e  

d o m e s t i c  s c e n e .  

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  racism r a n p a n t  i n  t h e  s c h o o l s  a n d  o t h e r  

a reas  o f  s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n  w i t h  w h i t e s  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  

i n c r e a s i n g  i n t e r a c t i o n  b e t w e e n  b l a c k s  uho were p u l l e d  t o g e t h e r  

by a s e n s e  of ccmmon i d e n t i t y  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e ,  Thus ,  g r o u p s  of 



West I n d i a n  b l a c k s  f o r m e d ,  e m b o d y i n g  t h e  r u d e  boy  i m a g e ,  i n  a n  

e f f o r t  t o  r e t a l i a t e  a g a i n s t  t h e  s o c i e t y  w h i c h  rejected them-  

T h e  s h i f t  f r o m  ( r u d i e s '  t o  R a s t a f a r i a n s ,  o c c u r r e d  a s  a 

r e s u l t  o f  t h e  h e i g h t e n i n g  o f  r ac i a l  a n d  soc ia l  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  

a m o n g s t  t h e s e  b l a c k s ,  W h i l e  t h e  r u d e  b o y  phenomenon h a d  

f u n c t i o n e d  e f f e c t i v e l y  a s  a means  of v e n t i n g  a g g r e s s i o n ,  

s t e m m i n g  from t h e  l ack  of soc i a l  a c c e p t a n c e  and t h e  r e s u l t r n g  

a l i e n a t i o n ,  it was i n  t h e  end a r s i s d i r e c t e d  a g g r e s s i o n  a g a i n s t  

members  of s o c i e t y  t h a t  d i d  n o t  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  p o w e r  s t r u c t u r e .  

It was a n  ' a i m l e s s *  and h i g h l y  e m o t i v e  c h a r g e d  f r u s t r a t i o n  t b a t  

f a i l e d  t o  l e s s e n  i n  a n y  c o n c r e t e  manne r  t h e  o v e r a l l  c o n d i t i o n  o f  

t h e  b l a c k s .  A s  C a s h m o r e  s ta tes ,  
k 

P u d i e  w a s  more a v i s c e r a l  phenomenon,  less a n  
i n t e l l e c t u a l  o n e ,  Once  the  s t a b i l i t y  o f  g r o o p  s t r u c t u r e  
h a d  been e s t a b l i s h e d ,  h o w e v e r ,  a n d  t h e  mists b e g a n  t o  
clear, t h a n k s  i n  p a r t  t o  t h e  s t i m u l a t i n g  i n f l u e n c e  of 
b l a c k  p o w e r ,  t h e  c o r e  of the p r o b l e m  c o u l d  b e  
a p p r o a c h e d ,  It b e c a w e  a ~ p a r e n  t t h a t  some s o c i a l  a n a l y s i s  
w o u l d  r e v e a l  t h e  c a u s e s  o f c u r r e n t  d i s c o n t e n t  a s  r o o t e d  
i n s t r u c t u r e  r a t h e r  t h a n  i n  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  And t h i s  
a w a r e n e s s  p r o d u c e d  more c o n s c i o u s  s c a n n i n g  f o r  f r e s h  
w a y s  t o  a p p r o a c h  a n d  t a c k l e  t h e  p r o b l e m s ,  Eas T a f a r i  was 
p e r f e c t : , ,  (1979: 8 7 ) -  

T h u s ,  t h e  s w i t c h  t o  R a s t a f a r i a n i s m  was a c o n s c i o u s  a n d  

i n t e l l e c t u a l  c h o i c e  o n  t h e  p a r t  of t h e s e  b l a c k  y o u t h ,  

However, the f a c t  t h a t  n o t  a l l  west I n d i a n  y o u t h  c o n v e r t e d  

to the R a s t a f a r i a n  f o l d  r e f l e c t s  o n  t h e  d i f f e r e n t i a l  n a t u r e  o f  

t h e  y o u t h 8 s  s u s c e p t i b i l i t y  a n d  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  R a s t a f a r i a n  ideas. 

Ia p a r t ,  t h e  d e g r e e  of t h i s  s u s c e p t i b i l i t y  t o  f r e s h  ways  o f  

r e c l a i m i n g  a  s e n s e  o f  l o s t  d i g n i t y  a n d  a  c a u s a l  e x p l a n a t i o n  f o r  

t h e  e x i s t i n g  s t a t e  of a f f a i r s  was r o o t e d  i n  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  



e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  h i s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  

i n  s o c i e t y -  P r i m a r y  i n  t h i s  s t o c k  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  was t h e  r a c i a l  

d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  d i r e c t e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  b l a c k  y o u t h ,  S u s c e p t i b i l i t y  

t o  I l a s t a f a r i a n i s m  was a l s o  f a c i l i t a t e d  by t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  

q u e s t i o n i n g  o f  t h e  r e a s o n s  f o r  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  o p p r e s s i o n  of 

b l a c k s  a n d  t h e  c o n c o n i t a n t  r e a s o n s  p r o p e l l i n g  rac is t  a t t i t u d e s  

a n d  b e h a v i o u r s ,  F o r  t h o s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  who h a d  l o o k e d  t o  t h e  

B l a c k  P o w e r  movement  i n  B r i t a i n ,  the t a s k  became  o n e  of 

e x p l a i n i n g  t h e  f a i l n r e  o f  t h i s  b l a c k  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  p r o b l e m  o f  

i n e q u a l i t y ,  

I t  is i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  C a s h m o r e ' s  

a c c o u n t ,  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  E n g l a n d  is h e a v i l y  

c o m ~ r i s e d  o f  b l a c k s  f r o m  t h e  lower e c h e l o n s  of  t h e  

s o c i o - e c o n o r t l i c  o r d e r ,  T h e  $ a s t a f a r i a n  movement i n  1970,  was 

composed  of a m e a b e r s h i p  of w h i c h  s e v e n t y  p e r c e n t  were males. 

T h e  a v e r a g e  a g e  o f  t h e  members  was e i g h t e e n ,  O c c u p a t i o n a l  

b a c k g r o u n d  o f  members  was l a r g e l y  w o r k i n g  class,  Host of t h e  

members  were of J a m a i c a n  d e s c e n t ,  W i t h i n  t h e  m e m b e r s h i p ,  fifty 

p e r c e n t  were u n e m p l o y e d ,  a n d  f o r t y  f i v e  p e r c e n t  were m a n u a l  

w o r k e r s  (1979 : lO) .  I n  terats of  e d u c a t i o n ,  most of t h e  m e m b e r s h i p  

h a d  ' d r o p p e d  o u t '  of t he  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o c e s s  a t  some s t a g e .  

f o r  t h e s e  b l a c k s ,  who had  f a i l e d  t o  a c h i e v e  s u c c e s s  a s  

d e f i n e d  b y  ~ a i n s t r e a m  s o c i e t y ,  t h e  d r i f t  i n t o  R a s t a f a r i a n i s m  

b e c a m e  a g r a d u a l  p r o c e s s ,  T h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  t r a d i t i o n  was d e f i n e d ,  

a s  a s u f f e r e r ' s  movenient w h i c h  e f f e c t i v e l y  e x p l a i n e d  t h e  n a t u r e  

o f  s o c i e t y  a s  t h e  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  of t h e  b i b l i c a l  B a b y l o n ,  a n d  



f o r m u l a t e d  t h e  role of t h e  b l a c k s  a s  t h e  c h o s e n  p e o p l e  who would  

b e  r e p a t r i a  t e d  t o  Z i o n ,  R a s t a f a r i a n i s m ,  w i t h i n  the E n g l i s h  

c o n t e x t ,  p r o v i d e d  f o r  t h e s e  b l a c k s  a s  s e n s e  of i d e n t i t y  a n d  

r a c i a l  p r i d e .  I t  f o s t e r e d  a s e n s e  o f  d i s t i n c t i v e n e s s  a n d  a  

s p e c i f i c  c u l t u r a l  l i f e s t y l e  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  w h i c h  

p r e v a i l e d  a m o n g s t  t h e  b l a c k s ,  

T h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  R a s t a f a r i a n  themes a n d  c o n c e p t s  was t h e  

c r u c i a l  v a r i a b l e  i n  t h e  e m e r g e n c e  of t h i s  t r a d i t i o n  i n  E n g l a n d .  

By f a r ,  t h e  m o s t  i n f l u e n t i a l  f ac tor  i n  t h e  d i s s e m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n  m e s s a g e  i n  E n g l a n d  was t h e  medium of R e g g a e  mus ic .  

H o w e v e r , i t  was t h e  p r o p h e t i c  r o l e  o f  Bob H a r l e y ,  t h e  f o r m e r  k i n g  

of R e g g a e  a u s i c ,  t h a t  s t i m u l a t e d  t h e  a c c e p t a n c e  a n d  p o p n l a r i t y  
v 

of t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  a e s s a g e  i n  E n g l a n d ,  A c c o r d i n g  t o  Cashmore :  

R e s t  I n d i a n s  were i n  a s i t u a t i o n  v h i c h  n e c e s s i t a t e d  them 
o r g a n i s i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  a n d  a d a p t i n g  t h e i r  q u a l i t i e s  a n d  
r e s o u r c e s  t o  c o p e  w i t h  e x i s t i n g  s i t u a t i o n s ,  T h e y  were i n  
a n  i d e n t i t y  vacuum. S t a r v e d  of  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  h e  
E n g l i s h  a n d  s t r i p p e d  o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l  a n d  c u l t u r a l  
s u p p o r t s  t o  s u s t a i n  a w h o l l y  J a m a i c a n  character ,  t h e  
more e n e r g e t i c  J a m a i c a n s  saw i n  H a r l e y  a r a y  o f  h o p e  f o r  
a f u t u r e  i d e n t i t y  b a s e d  o n  a n  a c u t e  r e c o g n i t i o n  of a n d  
s e n s i t i v i t y  t o  t h e  b 1 a c k s " f r i c a a  a n d  its b e a r i n g  on 
f u t u r e  w o r l d  events The f i r s t  e x p o s u r e s  t o  t h e  m u s i c  and  
t h e  p h y s i c a l  presence of M a r l e y  uere t h e  f i r s t  s t e p s  t o  
t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a n  i n c i p i e n t  c o r p o r a t e  e x i s t e n c e ,  
(3979;  113) .  

A s  o n e  R a s t a f a r i a n  s t a t e d ,  f l P e r s o n a f l y ,  I a c c e p t e d  B a s  T a f a r i  

l o n g  b e f o r e  Harley kecame  b i g ,  b u t  for many h e  b r o u y h t  across 

t h e  m e s s a g e ,  y o u  know, s e e d s  t o  be c u l t i v a t e d  i n  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  

l a n d ,  t o  grow i n t o  a new c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  (Cashmore ,  1979: 114). 

Bob H a r l e y  became  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  m o d e l  which the E n g l i s h  

b l a c k s  s o u g h t  t o  e m u l a t e .  H e  e a rPod ied  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  t r a d i t i o n  



i n  a human form w h i c h  c o u l d  be  i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  b y  t h e  s e c o n d  

g e n e r a t i o n  o f  West I n d i a n  b l a c k s ,  U n l i k e  o t h e r  ' p r o t e s t  s i n g e r s '  

B a r l e y  n o t  o n l y  a r t i c u l a t e d  p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  

o r d e r  b u t  c o m m u n i c a t e d  i t  t h r o u g h  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  r h e t o r i c  o f  

R a s t a f a r i a n i s m  ( W h i t e ,  1983). 8 a r 1 e y 8 s  m e s s a g e  f o u n d  s u c c e s s  

a m o n g s t  t h e  West I n d i a n  b l a c k s  i n  E n g l a n d  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  

e x i s t e n c e  o f  s p e c i f i c  p r e c o n d i t i o n s  s u c h  a s  t h e  e s t r a n g e m e n t  o f  

b l a c k  y o u t h  f r o m  t h e  r e l i g i c u s  o r i e n t a t i o n s  of t h e i r  p a r e n t s ,  

t h e  decline of p a r e n t a l  i n f  l n e n c e  o n  t h e  y o u t h ,  t h e i r  a w a r e n e s s  

a n d  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  racism, t h e i r  d i s s a f f  e c t i o n  w i t h  t r a d i t i o n a l  

B e a n s  o f  a c h i e v i n g  s o c i a l  c h a n g e ,  t h e  l o s s  o f  l e g i t i m a c y  o f  

t r a d i t i o n a l  socia l  a g e n c i e s  of a o b i l i t y ,  a n d  a g r o w i n g  

r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  v i a b i l i t y  a n d  l e g i t i m a c y  of R a s t a f a r i a n i s m .  

W i t h i n  t h e  E n g l i s h  v a r i a n t  of R a s t a f a r i a n i s m ,  t h r e e  g r o u p s  
4 

h a v e  e m e r g e d ,  T h e s e  are ,  a b r a n c h  of t h e  E t h i o p i a n  O r t h o d o x  

C h u r c h ,  a n u a b e r  af  l o c a l s  of t h e  E t h i o p i a n  Wor ld  F e d e r a t i o n ,  

and a b r a n c h  of the Tmelve T r i b e s  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  I n  the E n g l i s h  

c o n t e x t ,  t h e  E t h i o p i a n  World F e d e r a t i o n  l o c a l s  embody t h e  

political o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  P a s t a f a r i a n i s n ,  w h i l s t  t h e  E t h i o p i a n  

O r t h o d o x  C h u r c h  f o r m s  a s  t h e i r  r e l i g i o u s  c o u n t e r p a r t s .  T h e  

d e g r e e  o f  r i v a l r y  b e t w e e n  g r o u p s ,  w h i l e  n o t  a s  i n t e n s e  a s  i n  

J a m a i c a ,  i s  a n  e v e r p r e s e n t  f a c t o r .  

It is clear froin Cashftrore 's  a c c o u n t ,  t h a t  e v e n  i n  t h e  

E n g l i s h  c o n t e x t ,  t b e  m e s b e r s h i  F e x p r e s s e s  v a r y i n g  d e g r e e s  of 

c o m m i t m e n t  a n d  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  b e l i e f  s y s t e m ,  

T h e  a o s t  c o m m i t t e d  R a s t a f a r i a n s ,  be d e f i n e s ,  a s  one beZ i e v i n g  i n  



t h e  d i v i n i t - y  o f  Hai le  S e l a s s i e .  I n  terms of a c o l l e c t i v e  g r o u p  

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of s p e c i f i c  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  of t h e  B a s t a  f a r i a n  

t r a d i t i o n  i n  i t s  E n g l i s h  v a r i a n t ,  C a s h m o r e  d o e s  n o t  o f f e r  a n y  

s u b s t a n t i v e  a n a l y s l s  of t h i s  i s s u e .  What is most i n t e r e s t i n g  

a b o u t  t h e  t h e  E t h i o ~ i a n  W o r l d  F e d e r a t i o n  l o c a l s  a n d  t h e  

E t h i o p i a n  O r t h o d o x  C h u r c h  b r a n c h  i n  E n g l a n d ,  is t h a t  b o t h  

o r g a n i z a t i o n s  were o r i g i n a l l y  f o r m e d  f o r  s p e c i f i c  r e a  s o n s  a n d  i n  

s p e c i f i c  g e o g r a p h i c a l  areas, As s u c h ,  n e i t h e r  g r o u p  is a n  

o r i g i n a l  p r e c i p i t a t a t i o n  from t h e  s u b s t r a t u s  o f  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  

m y s t i c  c o l l e c t i v i t y .  R a t h e r ,  t h e  B a s t a f a s i a n s  i n  Engf a n d  a n d  

Jamaica h a v e  a d a p t e d  t h e s e  g r o u p s  a n d  h a v e ,  o v e r  a p e r i o d  o f  

time a n d  t h r o u g h  a n  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  m e m b e r s h i p ,  come 

t o  d o a i n a t e  t h e s e  g r o u p s  s u c h  t h a t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  p h i l o s o p h i e s  o f  

t h e  g r o u p s  h a v e  cone t o  a c q u i r e  Ras tafar iaa  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  

T h i s  is p a r t i c u l a r l y  t r u e  of t h e  E t h i o p i a n  World F e d e r a t i o n ,  o f  

which t h e  f irst  J a m a i c a n  foca l  was b e g u n  b y  a R a s t a 3 a r i a n .  I n  

t h e  case of t h e  E t h i o p i a n  O r t h o d o x  C h u r c h ,  this a n a l y s i s  is n o t  

c o m p l e t e l y  a p p l i c a b l e  s i n c e  t h e  c h u r c h  e l i t e  is appointed a n d  

s e r v i c e s  a r e  c o n t r o l l e d  by  t h e  h e a d s  o f  t h e  church i n  E t h i o p i a .  

W i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  T w e l v e  T r i b e s  i n  

E n g l a n d ,  i t  is clear from C a s h m o r e a s  a c c o u n t ,  t h a t  t h e  

p o p u l a r i t y  of t h e  g r o u p  is b a s e d  on i ts  c l o s e  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  

t h e  R e g g a e  a u s i c a l  s c e n e ,  M o r e o v e r ,  Bob M a r l e y ' s  a • ’  f i l i a t i o n  t o  

t h i s  g r o u z  h a s  a l s o  i n f l u e n c e d  t h e  g r o w t h  o f  this g r o u p ' s  

membersh ip .  I t  is n o t  a p p a r e n t  from t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  o f  t h e  

movement i n  E n g l a n d ,  wha t  t h e  n a t u r e  of t h e  T w e l v e  T r i b e s  



o r g a n i z a t i o n  is i n  t h e  E n g l i s h  c o n t e x t -  However ,  i t  may b e  sa fe  

t o  assume t h a t  a s i a i l a r  t y p  of s t r u c t u r e  p r e v a i l s  a m o n g s t  t h e  

T w e l v e  T r i b e s  i n  E n g l a n d  a s  e x i s t s  i n  its J a m a i c a n  c o u n t e r p a r t ,  

I n  i t s  t o t a l i t y ,  t h e  f o r m  o f  i t a s t a f a r i a n i s l a  i n  E n g l a n d  h a s  

t h e  s a m e  a c e p h a l o u s  a n d  r e t i c u l a t e  c h a r a c t e r  a s  i n  i t s  J a m a i c a n  

f o r @ .  Filembers, i n  t h e  English c o n t e x t ,  d i s p l a y  a  lesser 

i n c l i n a t i o n  t o  a f f i l i a t e  t o  a n y  p a r t i c u l a r  s u b g r o u p ,  T h e  m a j o r  

d i f f e r e n t i a t i n g  f a c t o r  b e t w e e n  t h e  J a m a i c a n  form and  t h e  E n g l i s h  

f o r m  o f  J a h  lies in t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  two  societies 

a n d  the p o s i t i o n  and a s p i r a t i o n s  of b l a c k s  i n  t h e s e  societies, 

I n  c o n t r a s t  t o  J a n a i c a ,  t h e  West I n d i a n  b l a c k s  e n t e r e d  E n g l a n d  

a s  m i g r a n t s  o i t h  a s p i r a t i o n s  of h a v i n g  a ~ o s t i v e  r e c e p t i o n ,  and 

o f  b e t t e r i n g  t h e i r  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  s t a t u s .  A n o t h e r  f a c t o r  

r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  two forms of 

B a s t a f a r i a n i s m  is t h e  d i f f e r e n t i a l  n e e d s  o f  t h e  m e a b e r s h i p  i n  

t h e s e  s e p a r a t e  s o c i a l  c o n t e x t s  a n d  t h e  r e s u l t i n g  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  

t h e  interprets tions and o r i e n t a t i o n s  they e x e r c i s e d .  

R a s t a f a r i a n i s m ,  i n  E n g l a n d ,  was a c o n s c i o u s  c h o i c e  u n d e r t a k e n  on 

the p a r t  o f  t h e  b l a c k s  t o  f i g d  some ~ e a n i n g f  ul b e l i e f  s y s t e m  

w h i c h  g r a n t e d  t h e @  a  s e n s e  of d i g n i t y  a n d   ride w h i c h  was d e n i e d  

t o  them i n  s o c i e t y ,  While, t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  a o v e a e n t ,  i n  e s s e n c e ,  

s e r v i c e s  s i a i h a r  n e e d s  f o r  its m e ~ b e r s h i p  i n  J a a a i c a ,  t h e  

f a c t o r s  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  t h e  c r e a t i o n  of t h e s e  n e e d s  d i f f e r  

d r a m a t i c a l l y ,  W i t h i a  Jamaica, t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  of s l a v e r y  a n d  

c o l o n i a l i s m  were t h e  d e t e r s t i i n i n g  f a c t o r s .  In E n g l a n d ,  d e n i a l  of 

p a r t i c i ~ a t i o n  i n  s o c i e t y ,  s t e a m i n g  from t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  power  



s t r u c t u r e  i n  t h a t  s o c i e t y  a n d  i t s  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  i n  t h e  fo rm of 

s t r u c t u r a l  r a c i s m  c o m b i n e d  t o  create these n e e d s  f o r  identity, 

p r i d e ,  a n d  fo r  sooae s o r t  of p o s t i v e  a n d  a f f i r m i n g  b e l i e f  s y s t e m ,  

T h e  C a n a d i a n  a a n i f e s t a  t i o n  o f  R a s t a f a r i a n i s m  d i f f e r s  

s o m e w h a t  from its J a m a i c a n  a n d  E n g l i s h  c o o n  t e r p a r t ,  Yet 

s i g i l a r i t i e s  d o  e x i s t  i n  a l l  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n t  f o r m s .  Even  i n  t h e  

C a n a d i a n  c o n t e x t ,  t h e  movement is a c e p h a l o u s  a n d  c o n t a i n s  within 

i t  v a r y i n g  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  of t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  b e l i e f  s y s t e m ,  A t  

p r e s e n t ,  o n l y  a  smal l  s a m p l e  o f  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  

C a n a d a  h a s  b e e n  s t u d i e d  a n d  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  s t u d y  f o c u s e d  o n  t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n  g r o u ~  r e s i d i n g  i n  T o r o n t o ,  a m a j o r  C a n a d i a n  c i t y ,  I n  

a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  m a t e r i a l  p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  is d r a w n  from 

o b s e r v a t i o n s  a n d  i n t e r v i e w s  v i t h  the R a s t a f a r i a n s  i n  Vancouve r .  

Host o f  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  r e s i d i n g  i n  t h e s e  two ma jar  

C a n a d i a n  ci t ies a re  i ~ n i g r a n t s   fro^ J a m a i c a ,  A s m a l l  p e r c e n t a g e  

h a v e  m i g r a t e d  f r o m  o t h e r  areas of t h e  C a r i b b e a n ,  T h e  movenrent i n  

t h e  C a n a d i a n  c o n t e x t l s i s  a l so  @ a l e  d o m i n a t e d ,  a l t h o u g h  

s t a t i s t i c s  i n  terms of the s i z e  of t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  and o t h e r  

d e m o g r a p h i c  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a re  u n a v a i l a b l e ,  A s  h a s  b e e n  

i n d i c a t e d ,  t h e  menfiershj lp  c o n t a i n s  a s m a l l  p o r t i o n  c f  

n o n - b l a c k s ,  U n l i k e  the Z n g f i s h  and J a m a i c a n  f o r m s  of 

R a s t a f a r i a n i s i a  v h i c h  are q u i t e  m i l i t a n t  i n  terms of t h e i r  

p o l i t i c a l  a n d  s o c i a l  c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  t h e  Basta f a  r i a n s  i n  C a n a d a  ------------------ 
1 5 1  am r e f e r r i n g  t o  t o  t h e  C a n a d i a n  c o n t e x t  l a r g e l y  o n  t h e  b a s i s  
of t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  R a s t a f a r i a n s  i n  T o r o n t o  a n d  V a n c o u v e r ,  
a l t h o u g h  there are R a s t a f a r i a n s  i n  Bien ipeg ,  Edmontcn, f l o n t z e a l ,  
a n d  i n  sraall n u m b e r s  across C a n a d a  ( W i l s o n ,  19?8, a n d  p e r s o n a l  
c o n r s u n i c a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  V a n c o u v e r  R a s t a f a r i a n s ) .  



a p p e a r  t o  b e  less  m i l i t a n t  a b o u t  p o l i t i c a l  e v e n t s ,  a n d  a re  

g e n e r a l l y  more o r i e n t e d  t o  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  b e l i e f  

system. This is, in p a r t ,  d u e  t o  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  C a n a d i a n  s o c i e t y  

a n d  t h e  p o s i t i o n  of t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  w i t h i n  i t ,  

I n  t h e  f i r s t  i n s t a n c e ,  C a n a d a ' s  race r e l a t i o n s  p o l i c y  

d i f f e r s  d r a f n a t i c a l l y  f r o m  t h a t  of E n g l a n d  o r  J a m a i c a ,  S e c o n d l y ,  

t h e  s ize  o f  t h e  b l a c k  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  C a n a d a  is s i g n i f i c a n t l y  

l o v e r  t h a n  i t  is i n  e i t h e r  J a m a i c a  o r  E n g l a n d .  T h i s  c a n  b e  

d e d u c e d  f r o m  t h e  fac t  t h a t  t h e  b l a c k s  c o m p r i s e  99% of t h e  

p o p u l a t i o n  i n  J a i a a i c a ,  and  i n  E n g l a n d ,  g h e t t o i z a t i o n  h a s  

p r o d n c e d  a n u a b e r  of  b l a c k  c o a m u n i t i e s ,  B o t h  of these f e a t u r e s  

are a b s e n t  i n  t h e  C a n a d i a n  c o a t e x t ,  f l o r e o v e r ,  t h e  g e o g r a p h i c  

s i z e  of b o t h  E n g l a n d  and  Jamaica is d r a s t i c a l l y  smaller t h a n  

Canada ,  T h i s  factor is i m p o r t a n t  s i n c e  i n  terms o f  p e r c e i v e d  

p o p u l a t i o n  size, t h e  b l a c k  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  E n g l a n d ,  w h i c h  even 

t h o u g h  i t  s a y  b e  n u a e r i c a l l y  l o w ,  will a p p e a r  t o  b e  l a r g e r  g i v e n  

t h e  small geographic atea of t h e  c o u n t r y ,  I n  Canada, t h e  vast 

g e o g r a p h i c  a r e a  c o ~ b i n e d  w i t h  the l a r g e  n u a b e r  of  u r b a n ,  

m e t r o p o l i t a n  c e n t r e s  s e r v e s  t o  d i f f u s e  a n y  p o t e n t i a l  

c o a c e n t r a t i o n  of e t h n i c  groups a n d  L o v e r s  t h e i r  p r o f i l e  i n  

s o c i e t y ,  

T h e  a u l t i - c u l t u r a l  p o l i c y ,  f o r m u l a t e d  by t h e  C a n a d i a n  

g o v e r n m n t  i n  1972 e n c o u r a g e s  e t h n i c  m i n o r i t e s  to  p r a c t  ice a n d  

r e t a i n  t h e i r  c u l t u r a l  h e r i t a g e  a n d  l i f e s t y l e ,  f u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  

p r e s e n c e  of m u l t i p l e  e t h n i c  a i n o r i t i e s  i n  t h e  Canadian c o n t e x t  

l e s s e n s  any p o t e n t i a l  p r e s s u r e s  towards a c c u l t u r a t i o n  a n d  t h e  



p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  d e s i g n a t i n g  a n  e t h n i c  g r o u p  a s  b e i n g  d e v i a n t  

b e c a u s e  of i t s  p o s i t i o n  o u t s i d e  t h e  c u l t u r a l  m a i n s t r e a m  of 

s o c i e t y .  In a d d i t i o n ,  i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  e i t h e r  E n g l i s h  o r  Amer i can  

s o c i e t y ,  w h e r e  s u c h  a c u l t u r a l  m a i n s t r e a m  e x i s t s  a n d  is 

e n t r e n c h e d  i n  t h e  s oc i a l  c o n t e x t ,  t h e  C a n a d i a n  s i t u a t i o n  d i f f e r s  

i n  t h a t  i t  l a c k s  a c l e a r l y  d e f i n e d  c u l t u r a l  m a i n s t r e a m  a n d  t h e  

l i n e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  v a r i o u s  s o c i o - e c o n o n i c  classes are 

i l l - d e f  i n e d ,  

T h u s ,  Vest I n d i a n s  a n d  o t h e r  e n t e r i n g  C a n a d i a n  s o c i e t y  a s  

i a a i g r a n t s  are n o t  s n k j e c t e d  t o  t h e  s a m e  t r e a t m e n t  a s  f o r  

e x a m p l e  i n  t h e  E n g l i s h  c o n t e x t ,  T h e y  are, i n  a s e n s e ,  a c c o r d e d  

t h e  sa&e r i g h t s  a n d  p r i v i l e g e s  a s  o t h e r  v i s i b l e  e t h n i c  

m i n o r i t i e s . 1 6  I n  t h e  C a n a d i a n  West Coast area, blacks h o l d  a 

v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  p o s i t i o n  c o m p a r e d  t o  t h e i r  s t a t u s  i n  e i t h e r  

E n g l a n d  o r  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  I n  a s e n s e ,  t h e  b l a c k s  i n  t h i s  

a rea  are  t h e  r e c i p i e n t s  of w h a t  h a s  b e e n  termed a s  * r e v e r s e  

r ac i s a*  ( D u t t o n ,  p e r s o n a l  c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  1978) .  I n  cther w o r d s , .  

b l a c k s  are p o s i t i v e l y  r e i n f o r c e d  a n d  are  a novelty b e c a u s e  o f  

t h e i r  *cool*  a t t i t u d e  a n d  b e h a v i o u r ,  17 B l a c k  msic, a n d  s t y l e  

o f  d a n c e  a t t r a c t  c o n s i d e r a b l e  a t t e n t i o n ,  To b e  a p a r t  o f  t h e  

b l a c k  s u b c u l t u r e  cr  t o  soc i a l i ze  w i t h  b l a c k s  was c o n s i d e r e d  t o  

----------------- 
16 T h i s  i s  n o t  t o  s a y  t h a t  raciss d o e s  n o t  e x i s t  i n  C a n a d a ,  
r a t h e r ,  the d e g r e e  o f  racisa d i r e c t e d  t o w a r d s  t h e  b l a c k  
p o p u l a t i o n  d i f f e r s  i n  i n t e n s i t y  from t h a t  p r e s e n t  i n  Eng land .  
H o r e o v e r ,  t h e  t a r g e t  g r o u p  for rac is t  a t t a c k s  are ,  by and l a r g e ,  
t h e  E, I n d i a n  m i n o r i t y  i n  Canada .  

1 7  T h i s  is o n l y  now b e g i n n i n g  t o  c h a n g e ,  a n d  i t  Bay b e  a r e s u l t  
o f  t h e  g r a v i n g  n u m b e r s  o f  b l a c k s  i n  t h i s  area, 



be 'cool8. T h e  m y s t i q u e  of b l a c k  was t h e n  a s o u r c e  of  

c o n s i d e r a b l e  p o s i t i v e  r e a c t i o n  on t h e  p a r t  of C a n a d i a n  you th .  

It c a n  b e  seen t h a t  w i t h i n  t h e  C a n a d i a n  c o n t e x t ,  t h e  

f a c t o r s  o f  i n t e n s e  racism a n d  a d e n i a l  o f  f u l l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  

s o c i e t y  a r e  absent. R a t h e r ,  t h e  s o c i e t y  i n  g e n e r a l  p r o m o t e s  the 

r e t e n t i o n  o f  e t h n i c  c u l t u r e s  a n d  p a t t e r n s ,  a n d  a g e n e r a l l y  

p o s i t i v e  r e s p o n s e  t o  b l a c k s  i n  w e s t e r n  C a n a d a  p r e v a i l s .  B l a c k s  

are a l s o  g r a n t e d  t h e  s a m e  r i g h t s  a s  members  of o t h e r  e t h n i c  

r a i n o r i  ties, Bacisat, t h o u g h  p r e s e n t ,  i s  n o t  a s  i n t e n s e  a s  i n  

o t h e r  s o c i a l  c o n t e x t s ,  a n d  i n  c o r n p r i s o n  with other societies, 

b l a c k s  a r e  n o t  t h e  t a r g e t  g r o u p  f o r  t h e s e  racist a t t a c k s .  

f a s t a f a r i a n i s a ,  w i t h i n  t h e  C a n a d i a n  c o n t e x t ,  h a s  not 

i n c i t e d  t h e  r e a c t i o n  t h a t  i t  h a s  i n  t h e  E n g l i s h  c o n t e x t ,  

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  E n g l i s h  c o n t e x t  w h e r e  a f f i l i a t i o n  

t o  t h e  movelrtent was m o t i v a t e d  by a c o n s c i o u s  c h o i c e  on t h e  p a r t  

o f  ~ o t e o t i a l  members  a n d  was d e t e r m i n e d  b y  t h e  i m p a c t  of  t h e  

e x t e r n a l  c o n d i t i o n s  of rac i sa  a n d  l a c k  o f  s u i t a b l e  i d e o l o g y ,  the 

R a s t a f a r i a n  m o v e e n t  i n  C a n a d a  h a s  e m e r g e d  a s  a result of a 

w h o l l y  different se t  of f a c t o r s .  

T h e  C a n a d i a n  v a r i a n t  o f  R a s t a f a r i a n i s m  h a s  e a e r g e d  largely 
I 

a s  a r e s u l t  of t b e  rn ig ra t i . cn  f ac to r  a n d  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  R e g g a e  

m u s i c ,  T h e s e  two f ac to r s  h a v e  i n t e r a c t e d  t o  p a v e  t h e  way f o r  t h e  

d e v e l c p m e n t  o f  a d i s t i n c t l y  C a n a d i a n  v a r i a n t  of the R a s t a f a r i a n  

m y s t i c  c o l l e c t i v i t y ,  T h i s  v a r i a n t  ~ a n i f e s t s ,  o n  the w h o l e ,  a 

r e l i g i o u s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  b e l i e f  system, 

M o r e o v e r ,  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  v a r i a n t  a l s o  c o n t a i n s  a p o r t i o n  o f  



n o n - b l a c k  C a n a d i a n  members, I t  c a n  a l s o  b e  a r g u e d  t h a t  t h e  

movement  i n  C a n a d a  c o n t a i n s  a s u b s t a n t i a l  number  o f  

p s e u d o - R a s t a f a r i a n s  who u t i l i z e  t h e  b e l i e f  s y s t e m  t o  l e q i t i m a t e  

k e h a v i o u r s  t h a t  a re  n o t  i n  c o n f o r a r t y  w i t h  t h e  n o r m s  o f  s o c i e t y ,  

R a s t a f a r i a n s ,  i n  C a n a d a ,  a l s o  e x h i b i t  a  more  s y n c r e t i s t i c  

o r i e n t a t i o n ,  m e r g i n g  t h e  t e a c h i n g s  of t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  t r a d i t i o c  

w i t h  o t h e r  r e l i g i c o s  c r i e n t a t i o n s .  1% 

I n  a s e n s e ,  i t  is d i f f i c u l t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  C a n a d i a n  v a r i a n t  

i n  a  m o n o l i t h i c  s e n s e ,  T h e  movement,  e v e n  i n  t h i s  c o n t e x t  

c o n t a i n s  v a r y i n g  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  a n d  o r i e n t a t i o n s ,  T h e r e  a r e ,  

a m o n g s t  t h e  C a n a d i a n  R a s t a f a r i a n s ,  t h o s e  members who are  d e e p l y  

c o m m i t t e d  t o  t h e  r e l i g i c u s  i n t e r ~ r e t a t i o n  of t h e  b e l i e f  s y s t e m .  

T h e s e  members  r e s e m b l e  t h e  H y a h b i n g h i  m e a b e r s  of J a m a i c a  i n  

t h e i r  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d s  the ioaminent  n a t u r e  o f  r e p a t r i a t i o n  a n d  

t h e  role  t h e y  a t t r i b u t e  t o  Haile Selassie a s  t h e  m e s s i a h  a n d  

i n c a r n a t i o n  of God. T h e r e  are  o t h e r s  a m o n g s t  t h e  C a n a d i a n  

m e m b e r s h i p  who a d h e r e  t o  t h e  p r e c e p t s  of t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  livity, 

b u t  i n t e r p r e t  t h e  r o l e  of Haile Selassie  more  a s  a p r o p h e t  whose 

main  f u n c t i o n  was t o  show t h e  p a t h  t o  s a l v a t i o n ,  w h e r e  s a l v a t i o n  

i s  c o n c e i v e d  o f  i n  t h i s - w o r l d l y  terms b u t  d o e s  n o t  i o c l u d e  

A f r i c a  io a m a t e r i a l d s e n s e .  A f r i c a ,  w i t h i n  t h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  

is a c c o r d e d  a more s p i r i t u a l  s t a t u s  a n d  is e q u a t e d  t o  the g o a l  

o f  self - r e a l i z a t i o n ,  19 

l a  This is most a p ~ a r e n t  i n  t h e  case o f  the R a s t a f a r i a n  Yog i ,  I 
a l l u d e d  t o  earlier. 

19 from p e r s o n a l  i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  a  brother visiting Vancouver .  



T h e r e  are  o t h e r  a e m b e r s ,  i n  t h i s  C a n a d i a n  v a r i a n t ,  who a r e  

d r a w n  t o  the movement  o n  t h e  g r o u n d s  t h a t  it o f f e r s  a c u l t u r a l  

l i f e s t y l e  a n d  b e l i e f  w h i c h  is s e l f - a f  f i r m i n g ,  F o r  t h e s e  members ,  

t h e  f u n c t i o n  o f  R a s t a f a r i a n i s m ,  a s  a s o u r c e  o f  i d e n t i t y  a n d  

r ac ia l  p r i d e  i s  t h e  most a p p e a l i n g  f a c t o r ,  H o v e v e r ,  t h e r e  a r e  

members ,  w i t h i n  t h e  C a n a d i a n  c o n t e x t ,  who are  d rawn  t o  t h e  

movement b e c a u s e  i t  p r o v i d e s  them w i t h  a s e n s e  of b e l o n g i n g ,  a n d  

f o r  o t h e r s ,  m e a b e r s h i p  i n  a somewha t  ' d e v i a n t  b u t  e r c l u s i v e ~  

c l u b .  I t  is to t h e  l a t t e r  t h a t  t h e  a p p e a l  of R a s t a f a r i a n i s m  

t r a n s l a t e s  i n t o  t h e  n o v e l t y  of d r e a d l o c k s ,  the 

a n t i - e s t a b l i s h l e n t  r h e t o r i c ,  t h e  use o f  a s p e c i a l  a r g o t ,  t h e  

t r e a t m e n t  of m a r i j u a n a  a s  a s a c r a m e n t ,  a n d  b r o t h e r h o o d  i n t o  a 

p r e c o n c e i v e d  i a a g e  of a ' s p e c i a l  g r o u p * ,  It is t h i s  g r o u p  t h a t  

f o r a s  t h e  p r o t o t y p e  o f  t h e    sen do-Rastafarian, I t  is a l s o  w i t h i n  

t h i s  g r o u p ,  t h a t  R a s t a f a r i a n i s a  is u s e d  t o  l e g i t i m a t e  s u c h  f o r m s  

o f  ' d e v i a n t  b e h a v i o u r l  a s  t h e  s m o k i n g  of m a r i j u a n a ,  

Tho o t h e r  f a c t c r  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  s p r e a d  o f  t h e  ltfovement 

t o  C a n a d a  h a s  been R e g g a e  mus ic ,  A t t r a c t i o n  t o  R e g g a e  m u s i c  is 

b a s e d  on two p r e c e d i n g  v a r i a b l e s ,  F i r s t l y ,  a t t r a c t i o n  t o  R e g g a e  

m u s i c  may b e  d u e  t o  t h e  a u s i c  i t s e l f ,  i n  t e r a s  o f  its p a r t i c u l a r  - 
a t u s i c a l  s t y l e  a n d  e m p h a s i s  o n  b a s s ,  S e c o n d l y ,  a t t r a c t i o n  t o  t h e  

m u s i c  may b e  a t t r i b u t e d  to  t h e  a p p a l  of i ts  l y r i c s .  Rost of 

Reggae  m u s i c  is c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l  t h e m e s ,  For t h o s e  

p e o p l e  who a r e  a l r e a d y  p o l i t i c a l l y  i n c l i n e d  i n  terms of 

p o s s e s s i n g  a m e a s u r e  of p o l i t i c a l  a n d  social  c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  

a t t r a c t i o n  t o  R e g g a e  m u s i c  i s  a n a t u r a l  o u t c o m e  of t h e s e  



p r e - e x i s t i n g  e l e m e n t s ,  T h i s  i s  more s o  i f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  

i d e n t i f i e s  h i m s e l f  with t h e  p o s i t i o n  of t h e  u r b a n  J a m a i c a n  

s u f f e r e r  (who is t h e  t h e  ma in  s u b j e c t  of R e g g a e  s o n g s ) .  It c a n  

b e  a s s u m e d  t h a t  an i n d i v i d u a l  who i s  a t t r a c t e d  t o  R e g g a e  m u s i c ,  

i d e n t i f i e s  w i t h  i t ,  and e x p e r i e n c e s  a c e r t a i n  m e a s u r e  o f  

a l i e n a t i o n  a n d  m a r g i n a l i t y  w i l l  b e  d r a w n  t o  the R a s t a f a r i a n  

belief s y s t e r n ,  However ,  t o t a l  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  t h e  b e l i e f  s y s t e m  

w o u l d  e n t a i l  a n  a c c e p t a n c e  of  t h e  ma in  F r e c e p t ,  i.e.a b e l i e f  i n  

t h e  d i v i n i t y  o f  Hai le  Se l a s s i e  a n d  i n  t h e  v i s i o n  of A f r i c a n  

r e p a t r i a t i o n ,  It is o b v i o u s  t h a t  the i n d i v i d u a l  would  h a v e  to  b e  

i n c l i n e d  t o w a r d s  a r e l i g i o u s  w o r l d v i e w  a n d  h a v e  a p r e - e x i s t i n g  

b i a s  t o w a r d s  A f r i c a ,  N o n e t h e l e s s ,  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  e v e n  w i t h o u t  

t h e  i n t e r a c t i o n  a n d  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e s e  o t h e r  v a r i a b l e s  c o u l d  

e x F r e s s  h i s  own i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  a n d  o r i e n t a t i o n  t o  t h e  b e l i e f  

s y s t e m .  2 0  

I n  C a n a d a ,  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  m c v e n e n t  r e m a i n s  w i t h o u t  a  , 

l e a d e r  a u d  c o n t a i n s  n o n e  of t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  t y p e s  f o u n d  i n  

i ts c o u n t e r p a r t s  i n  e i t h e r  E n g l a n d  o r  J a ~ a i c a ,  G e r l a c h  and  H i n e s  

11968) cr i ter ia  of the f a c t o r s  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  t h e  g r o w t h  o f  

r e l i g i o n s  s o v e m e n t s  a p p l i e s  t o  t h e  C a n a d i a n  v a r i a n t  a s  well, I n  

p a r t ,  the g r o w t h  of B a s t a f a r i a n i s m  i n  C a n a d a  c a n  b e  a t t r i b u t e d  

t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  d e c f  i n e  o f  t r a d i t i o n a  1 r e l i g i o n s  b @ i e s  [Stark 

------------------ 
2 0  f h a v e  set some i n d i v i d u a l s  who s t y l e  t h e m s e l v e s  a s  
R a s t a f a r i a n s  w e a r i n g  d r e a d l o c k s  a n d  o t h e r  s y m b o l s  of 
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ,  a n d  who a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  n o  k n o w l e d g e  of t h e  o t h e r  
p r e c e p t s  o f  t h e  b e l i e f  s y s t e m ,  e - g ,  t h e  belief i n  t h e  
r e p a t r i a t i o n  of a l l  b l a c k s  t o  A f r i c a ,  ( P e r s o n a l  i n t e r v i e w ,  J u l y ,  
1 9 8 2 ) -  



a n d  B a i n b r i d g e ,  1981).  However ,  i t  is clear  t h a t  t h e  g e n e r a l  

o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  C a n a d i a n  s o c i e t y  i n  terms o f  i t s  t o l e r a n c e  f o r  

d i f f e r e n t  c u l t u r a l  l i f e s t y l e s  is a n  i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r  

c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  t he  s u r v i v a l  of t h e  movement i n  Canada .  

E v e n  w i t h i n  t h e  C a n a d i a n  v a r i a n t  o f  R a s t a f a r i a n i s m ,  d e s p i t e  

t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s ,  t h e  f e a t u r e s  o f  t h e  m y s t i c  

c o l l e c t i v i t y  are  s t i l l  o p e r a t i v e ,  However ,  t h e  major 

d i f f e r e n t i a t i n g  f e a t u r e  b e t w e e n  t h e  c o l l e c t i v i t y  as  m a n i f e s t  i n  

Jamica  o r  E n g l a n d  v e r s u s  t h a t  u h i c h  p r e v a i l s  i n  Canada  is t h e  

e a p h a z i s  o n  d i f f e r e n t  f e a t u r e s  t h a t  form t h e  common d e n o m i n a t o r  

of t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  a y s t i c  c o l l e c t i v i t y ,  B i t h i a  Jaaaica and 

E n g l a n d ,  t h e  f e a t u r e s  of t h e  comaon h i s t o r i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e  of 

' d r e a d *  - o p p r e s s i o n  a n d  p e r s e c u t i o n  t h r o u g h  s l a v e r y  a n d  

c o l o n i a l i s a  a r e  h i g h l y  e m p h a s i z e d .  Xn t h e  C a n a d i a n  c o n t e x t ,  

h o w e v e r ,  i t  is t h e  cotnmon a t t r a c t i o n  t o  R e g g a e  ~ u s i c  a n d  a s p e c t s  

o f  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  l i v i t y  s u c h  a s  t h e  e m p h a s i s  o n  the n a t u r a l  a s  

o p ~ o s e d  t o  t h e  a r t i f i c i a l  t h a t  a r e  a c c e n t u a t e d ,  Yet a l l  t h e  

common d e n o m i n a t o r s  b i n d i n g  t h e  m y s t i c  c o l l e c t i v i t y  a r e  p r e s e n t  

i n  a l l  t h r e e  c o n t e x t s , a n d  i t  is o n l y  the d e g r e e  of t h e i r  

e t n p h a s e s  t h a t  d i f f e r s  f r o m  o n e  e n v i r o n m e n t  t o  a n o t h e r ,  

I n  c o n c l u s i o n ,  i t  c a n  be s e e n  t h a t  t h e  forms of J a h  a s  

m a n i f e s t  i n  E n g l a n d ,  C a n a d a  a n d  J a ~ a i c a ,  a l t h o u g h  s i a i l a r  i n  

some a s p e c t s ,  d i f f e r  q u i t e  m a r k e d l y  i n  o t h e r s ,  &he d i f f e r e n c e s  

b e t w e e n  t h e s e  v a r i a n t s  of R a s t a f a r i a n i s m  a r e  a b o v e  a l l  d u e  t o  

t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e  r e s ~ e c t i v e  s o c i a l  c o n t e x t s ,  T h e  s p e c i f i c  

v a r i a b l e s  t h a t  a c c o u n t  for t h e s e  d i f f e r e n c e s  w i t h i n  the soc ia l  



c o n t e x t s  e x a m i n e d  a re  the the s o c i e t y ' s  g e n e t a l  a t t i t u d e  a n d  

p e r c e p t  i o n  of  b l a c k s ,  racism d i r e c t e d  a t  b l a c k s  a n d  more 

p a r t i c u l a r l y  t b e  R a s t a f a r i a n s .  

Other s t u d i e s  of t h e  f o r m s  of R a s t a f a r i a n i s m  that h a v e  

e m e r g e d  i n  o t h e r  areas of t h e  C a r i b b e a n  r e p o r t  a h i g h l y  

p o l i t i c a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  b e l i e f  s y s t e m  

[ C a m p b e l l ,  198Ob). T o  a d e g r e e ,  t h i s  p o l i t i c a l  o r i e n t a t i o n  

r e f l e c t s  t h e  n e e d s  of t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  t a e m b e r s h i p  i n  t h o s e  

s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l  c o n t e x t s  for a s u i t a b l e  i d e o l o g y  by w h i c h  t o  

c h a n g e  t h e  existing Fower  s t r u c t u r e  i n  t h o s e  societies, I t  c a n  

be seen t h a t  t h e  needs of t h e  m e r s h e r s h i p ,  which  t o  a l a r g e  

e x t e n t  stem f r o m  t h e  social c o n d i t i o n s  e x t a n t  i n  s o c i e t y ,  

i n f l u e n c e  t h e  i n t e r ~ r e t a t i o n  o f  R a s t a f a r i a n i s m  t h a t  will e m e r g e  

i n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  s o c i a l  c o n t e x t .  



CONCLUSIOB 

T h i s  s t u d y  h a s  e x a m i n e d  t h e  F a s t a f a r i a n  movement f r o m  the 

t h e o r e t i c a l  f r a m e w o r k  o f  t h e  t y p o l o g i e s  o f  r e l i g i o u s  

o r g a n i z a t i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e  s o c i o l o g y  o f  r e l i g i o n ,  R d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  

t h e  e v o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  movement i n  its i n d i g e n o u s  c o n t e x t  r e v e a l s  

t h a t  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  t r a d i t i o n  h a s  d e v e l o p e d  a n  i n t r i c a t e  b e l i e f  

s y s t e m ,  w i t h  a c o r r e l a t i n g  R a s t a f a r i a n  * l i o i t  y* .  An e x a m i n a t i o n  

of t h e  p r e c i p i t a t i n g  fac tors  o f  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  movement  r e v e a l s  

t h a t  both t h e  e x t e r n a l  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  Jamaica a n d  

t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a n  a ~ ~ r o p r i a t e  r e l i g i o u s  a n d  c u l t u r a l  

e n v i r o n m e n t  were i n f l u e n t i a l  f a c t o r s  i n  t h e  e m e r g e n c e  o f  

R a s t a f a r i a n i s m ,  T h e  g e n e s i s  of t h e  movement i n  t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s  

v a s  a l s o  s t i m u l a t e d  by  the c h a r i s ~ a t i c  p r e s e n c e  a n d  p h i l o s o p h y  

o f  R a r c u s  G a r v e y .  i i oweoe r ,  the c r u c i a l  f ac to r  i n v o l v e d ,  i n  t h e  

i n t e r a c t i o n  of these o t h e r  v a r i a b l e s ,  was t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of G a r v e y ' s  r e p u t e d  m e s s a g e  flLook t o  Africa vhen 

a B l a c k  K i n g  s h a l l  b e  c r o w n e d ,  f o r  the d a y  o f  d e l i v e r e n c e  is 

n e a r w ,  { K i t z i n g e r ,  19691,  e s p o u s e d  by  a g r o u p  o f  J a a a i c a n s ,  some 

of who were a f f i l i a t e d  w i t h  G a r v e y g s  a o v e m e n t ,  T h e  l a t t e r ,  i t  

was n o t e d ,  came f r o r  m a r k e d l y  v a r y i n g  r e l i g i o u s  b a c k g r o u n d s .  

It is clear from t h i s  a c c o u n t  of t h e  movemea t ' s  b e g i n n i n g s ,  

t h a t  R a s t a f a r i a n i s m  d i d  n o t  e m e r g e  froa a s o c i a l  vacuum, R a t h e r ,  
& 

i t  is a p p a r e n t  t h a t  t h e  social  a n d  e c o n o r a i c  c o n d i t i o n s  a n d  t h e  

i m p a c t  o f  s l a v e r y  h a d  c r e a t e d  a p a r t i c u l a r  social  e n v i r o n a e n t  

a n d  a p a r t i c u l a r  set  of n e e d s  a m c n g s t  t h e  i n d i g e n o u s  p e o p l e ,  

T h e s e  n e e d s  h a d ,  h i s t o r i c a l l y ,  f o u n d  e x p r e s s i o n  an3 f u l f  i l i a e n t  



i n  r e l i g i o n  ( C a w p b e l l ,  198Ob).  The r e l i g i o u s  m i l i e u  i n  J a m a i c a ,  

d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  was p o p u l a t e d  by a v i d e  v a r i e t y  of g r o u p s  

r a n g i n g  f r o m  p u r e l y  C h r i s t i a n  g r o u p s  t o  A f r i c a n  o c c u l t  o r i e n t e d  

g r o u p s .  W i t h i n  t h i s  c o n t e x t ,  t h e  p r e s e n c e  of E t h i o p i a n i s m  a s  a n  

Af r i c a n - o r i e n t e d  p h i l o s o p h y  e s p o u s i n g  a s t r o n g l y  m i l l e n a r i a n  

c o n c e p t  of  s a l v a t i o n  w h i c h  e m p h a s i z e d  t h e  s p e c i a l  p o s i t i o n  o f  

E t h i o p i a  a n d  t h e  b l a c k  race, r e f l e c t s  on  t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  n e e d s  of 

t h e  i n d i g e n o u s  p e o p l e  a n d  t h e i r  s e a r c h  f o r  a s e l f - a f f i r m i n g  

i d e o l o g y  w h i c h  wou ld  e n a b l e  them t o  reclails a s e n s e  o f  d i g n i t y  

p r e v i o u s l y  d e n i e d  b y  t h e  p o w e r  e l i t e  d o e i n a t i n g  J a m a i c a .  

T h e  p u b l i c a t i a n  of s u c h  b o o k s  a s  t h e  t H o l y  P i b y g  o r  t h e  

b l a c k  t a a n t s  b i b l e ,  a n d  o t h e r  p o p u l a r  l i t e r a t u r e  e x p o u n d i n g  

b e l i e f s  i n  the s u p r e m a c y  o f  t h e  b l a c k  race a n d  t h e  i m p e n d i n g  

d e s t r u c t i o n  of w h i t e  d o m i n a t i o n  r e v e a l s  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  

u n d e r l y i n g  n e e d s  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n ,  f o r  a b e l i e f  

s y s t e m  v h i c h  won13 f u l f i l l  t h e s e  n e e d s  b y  ~ r o v i d i n g  t h e m  w i t h  a  

s e n s e  o f  d i g n i t y ,  r a c i a l  p r i d e  a n d  s o c i a l  s t a t u s ,  

T h e  s p e c i f i c  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  a r r i v e d  a t  b y  the first  

R a s t a f a r i a n s  was d u e  i n  p a r t  t o  t h e s e  e x t e r n a l  social  c o n d i t i o n s  

w h i c h  f o r m e d  a b a s i s  f o r  t h e i r  i n d i v i d u a l  e x p e r i e n c e s .  However ,  

i n  s o c i o l o y i c a l  terms, t h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  was t h e  r e s u l t  of of 

t h e  p r o c e s s  of 'elective a f f i n i t i e s s ,  T h e s e  f o u n d i n g  members  of 

R a s t a f a r i a n i s m  p r o c e e d e d  t o  d e r i v e  from G a r v e y ' s  m e s s a g e  h o p e s  

a n d  a s p i r a t i o n s  w h i c h  c o r r e s p o n d e d  t o  t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  b e l i e f s ,  

T h i s  is n o t  t o  deny ,  h o u e v e r ,  t h e  role of  s u b j e c t i v e  e x p e r i e n c e s  

s u c h  a s  v i s i o n s  a n d  d r e a m s  w h i c h  may h a v e  h a d  a profourad  



i m ~ r e s s i o n  o n  t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s .  N o n e t h e l e s s ,  i t  is a p p a r e n t  

t h a t  t h e  e a r l y  v a r i a n t  of ~ a s t a f a r i a n i s m  i n  Jamaica, d i d  not 

c o n t a i n  t h e  h i g h l y  c o m p l e x  a n d  i n t r i c a t e  t h e o l o g y ,  a c o n c e p t  o f  

l i v i t y  a n d  l i n g u i s t i c  s t y l e  t h a t  it e m b o d i e s  i n  its c o n t e m p o r a r y  

fo rm.  

I t  is clear ,  f r o a  t h e  r e v i e w  o f  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  o n  t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n  movement ,  t h a t  its f o u n d e r s  i n f u s e d  e l e m e n t s  o f  

t h e i r  p r e v i o u s  r e l i g i o u s  t r a i n i n g  a n d  o r i e n t a t i o n  i n t o  the 

i n i t i a l  c r e e d  a n d  w o r l d v i e w  o f  B a s t a f a r i a n i s m .  U n l i k e  f s l a i u  

w h i c h  c e n t r e s  on a b o d y  of r e v e a l e d  s o c i a l  l a u s  a n d  

p r e s c r i p t  i o n s  g u i d i n g  a l l  m a n n e r  of s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t  i o n s  a n d  a 

h i g h l y  d e f i n e d  set of r i tes  a n d  r i t u a l s ,  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  

n o v e m e n t  d i d  n o t  g e n e r a t e  a bcdy  of c o r r e s ~ o n d i n g  rites a n d  

r i t u a l s  a n d  or  a s p e c i f i c  l i f e s t y l e  u n t i l  a l a t e r  s t a g e  i n  its 

d e v e l o p m e n t .  A s  H o w e l l ' s  ' P r o m i s e d  Keys reveals, t h e s e  a s p e c t s  

o f  B a s t a f a r i a n  l i v i t y  r e l i g i o u s  p r e c e p t s  were m o r e o v e r ,  

i n f l u e n c e d  b y  t h e  f i r s t  f o r m u l a t o r s  of t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  r e l i g i o n ,  

I n  t h e  c o u r s e  of t h e  movemen t ' s  h i s t o r y ,  s e v e r a l  f a c t o r s  

were n o t e d  a s  b e i n g  i n • ’  l u e n t i a l  i n  s h a p i n g  its o v e r a l l  

d i r e c t i o n ,  T h e s e  h a v e  b e e n  d i s c u s s e d  i n  some d e t a i l  i n  t h e  

p r e c e d i n g  c h a p t e r s ,  T h e  c o n s e q n e n c e s  of h i s t o r i c a l  e v e n t s  s u c h  

as  t h e  E m p e r o r ' s  v i s i t  t o  Jamaica i n  1966,  a n d  t h e  p u t f i c a t i o n  

o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  study c o n d u c t e d  in 1960 s e r v e d  t o  s t i m u l a t e  

p u b l i c  a n d  a c a d e m i c  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  a o v e m e n t ,  O t h e r  e v e n t s  s u c h  

a s  t h e  C l a u d i u s  H e n r y  f i a s c o  i n  t h e  l a t e  f i f t i e s  a l s o  f o c u s e d  a  

c o n s i d e r a b l e  d e g r e e  o f  p u b l i c  a t t e n t i o n  o n  t h e  B a s t a  f a r i a n  



movement. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  movement 

was a l s o  s t i m u l a t e d  b a s e d  o n  p o p u l a r  p e r c e p t i o n  of t h e  movement 

a s  a t h r e a t  t o  s o c i a l  s t a b i l i t y  a n d  & o r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t o  t h e  

w h i t e  d o m i n a t e d  s t a t u s - q u o ,  

A s i d e  f r o l a  t h e  n e g a t i v e  p u b l i c  i m a g e  s u f f e r e d  by t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n s  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  s u c h  e v e n t s  a s  C l a u d i u s  H e n r y ' s  

a t t e m p t e d  c o u p  d ' e t a t ,  t h e  a o v e m e n t  was a l s o  s u b j e c t e d  t o  

p e r s e c u t i o n  i n  the f o r m  o f  g o v e r n a e n t  r e t a l i a t i o n ,  R a s t a f a r i a n  

communes s u c h  a s  P i n n a c l e  were r a i d e d ,  c o n c e n t r a t e d  u r b a n  

g h e t t o s  s u c h  a s  Back O t W a l l  were d e s t r o y e d ,  a n d  i s o l a t e d  

i n c i d e n t s  o f  R a s t a f a r i a n s  b e i n g  h a r r a s s e d  b y  a g e n c i e s  o f  s o c i a l  

c c n t r o l  were c o m m a  l o c a l  e v e n t s .  Y e t ,  R a s t a f a r i a n  n e r n b e r s h i p  

s w e l l e d  a n d  t h e  movement c o n t i n u e d  t o  e x p a n d  t o  other areas of 

t h e  C a r i b b e a n  a n d  scme a t h e r :  p a r t s  o f  t h e  wor ld ,  

An e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  l eovemen t ' s  h i s t o r y  r e v e a l s  t h a t  

s e v e r a l  R a s t a f a r i a n  g r o u p s  were e x t a n t  i n  its e a r l y  s t a g e s ,  a n d  

f u r t h e r ,  many o t h e r  groups have f o r m e d  s i n c e  t h e n ,  T h e  n a t u r e  of 

t h e s e  g r o u p s ,  i n  t h e  e a r l y  s t a g e s  of t h e  moveeen t  ' s  growth, 

d i f f e r e d  ia terms of t h e i r  a p p r o a c h  a n d  p r a c t i c e  o f  t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n  f a i t h ,  n o r e o v e r ,  d i f f e r e n c e s  e x i s t e d  i n  terms of t h e  

r u r a l  v e r s o s  urban f o r m u l a t i o n  and  p r a c t i c e  o f  R a s t a f a r i a n  

p r e c e p t s .  T h i s  i s  most a p p a r e n t  i n  t h e  u r b a n ,  g h e t t o  based House  

of t h e  Y o u t h  B l a c k  F a i t h  and H o w e l l t s  c o l u m n e ,  P i n n a c l e ,  i n  t h e  - 
r u r a l  a reas  o f  S t ,  C a t h e r i n e s ,  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  d i f f e r e n c e s  a l s o  

existed i n  terms of t h e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  these v a r i o u s  g r o u p s .  



L i t e r a t u r e  on  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  r e v e a l s  t h a t  w h i l e  some of 

t h e s e  e a r l y  g r o u p s  w e r e  o r g a n i z e d  a l o n g  o r d e r e d  a n d  c l e a r l y  

d e f i n e d  l i n e s ,  o t h e r s  were more l c o s e l y  bound  a g g r e g a t e s .  

IBarre t t ,  1 9 6 8 ,  K i t z i n g e r ,  1964, 1969,  S i m p s o n ,  1955a, 1955b ,  

S m i t h ,  e t  a l ,  1960). R h i l e  some o f  t h e s e  o r g a n i z a t i c n s  h a v e  

s u r v i v e d  t i l l  t o d a y ,  o t h e r s  h a v e  d i e d  o u t  o r  e v o l v e d  i n t o  

d i f f e r e n t  forms, 

S t u d i e s  of the Bastaf a r i a n  movement ,  t h o u g h  r e c o g n i z i n g  t h e  

e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e s e  v a r i o u s  g r o u p s ,  h a v e  offererl l i t t l e  i n  terms 

of s u b s t a n t i v e  a n a l y s e s  of t h e s e  g r o u p s .  On the c o n t r a r y ,  most 

o f  t h e  s t u d i e s  h a v e  e i t h e r  t y p i f i e d  t h e  ntoeement as a ' c u l t * ,  

u s i n g  t b e  term i n  a p o p u l a r  a n d  p e j o r a t i v e  s e n s e ,  w h i l e  o t h e r s  

h a v e  c l a s s i f i e d  t h e  a o v e a e n t  a s  a ~ i l l e n a r i a a  m e s s i a n i c  moveiaent 

d r a w i n g  t h e i r  a n a l y s e s  from simp son*^ e a r l y  a c c o u n t  l 9 % a ,  

1955b). On t h e  w h o l e ,  t h e  r t t a j o r i t y  o f  t h e s e  s t u d i e s  h a v e  t r e a t e d  

t h e  a o v e m e n t  a s  a m o n o l i t h i c  e n t i t y  w i t h o u t  t a k i n g  i n t o  

c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t h e  v a r y i n g  g r o u p s  e x t a n t ,  t h e  d i f f e r e n t i a l  

d e g r e e s  of c o a n i t m e a t  a a n i f  e s t e d  by i a d i v  idual R a s t a f a r i a n s  a n d  

t h e  r a n g e  of i n t e r p s e t a t i o n s  of t h e  c e n t r a l  b e l i e f  system 

o p e r a t i v e  i n  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  t r a d i t i o n ,  

T h e  a n a l y s i s  u n d e r t a k e n  i n  t h i s  t h e s i s  h a s  been m o t i v a t e d  , 

i n  p a r t ,  b y  t h e  d r a w b a c k s  of t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  on  t h e  ~ a s t a f a r i a n  

moveraen t, n o r e o v e r ,  s t u d i e s  o f  t h e  B a s t a f  a r i a n  movement , t o  

d a t e ,  h a v e  n o t  f o c u s e d  oa t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w o e n  t h e  v a r i o u s  

f o r a s  of R a s t a f a r i a n i s m  e x i s t i n g  i n  d i f f e r e n t  g e c g r a p h i c  

c o n t e x t s ,  T h i s  t h e s i s  h a s  a t t e m p t e d  t o  c o a p a r a t i v e l y  a n a l y z e  t h e  



d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  forms o f  J a h  i n  terms o f  t h e  

manifests t i o n s  of R a s t a f a r i a n i s m  i n  t h e  C a n a d i a n ,  E n g l i s h  a n d  

J a m a i c a n  c o n t e x t s ,  

U t i l i z i n g  t h e  t h e o r e t i c a  1 l i t e r a t u r e  o n  t y p o l o g i e s  of 

r e l i g i o u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  t h e  f i n d i n g s  o f  t h i s  t h e s i s  i n d i c a t e  

t h a t  r a t h e r  t h a n  a p p r o a c h i n g  t h e  t y p e  o f  r e l i g i o u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  e i t h e r  a ' cu l t '  o r  *sec t f ,  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  

movement  a s  a w h o l e  c a n  be d e s c r i b e d  more  a c c u r a t e l y  a s  a 

' a y s t i c  cof  l e c t i v i  t y l ,  a c o n c e p t  f o r m u l a t e d  b y  C a a p b e l l  (1972) , 

T h i s  c o n c e p t  of t h e  m y s t i c  c o l l e c t i v i t y  b r i n g s  t o q e t h e r  t w o  

s e p a r a t e  t h e o r e t i c a l  c o n s t r u c t s ,  i, e, t h e  s o c i a l  c o l l e c t i v i t y  o n  

t h e  one b a n d ,  a n d  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  t r a d i t i o n  o f  n r y s t i c i s m  on the 

o t h e r ,  C a r a ~ b e l l  h a s  c l e a r l y  d r a w n  from t h e  f u n c t i o n a l i s t  

t r a d i t i o n  i n  h i s  f o r m u l a t i o n  of soc ia l  c o l l e c t i v i t i e s ,  H i s  ase 

o f  m y s t i c a l  ref i g i o n  is d e r i v e d  f r o m  T r o e l t s c h ' s  t r e a t m e n t  o f  

t h e  m y s t i c a l  eleaent i n  C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  

T h e  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  f e a t u r e s  of C a m p b e l l t s  c o n c e p t  o f  the 

a y s t i c  c o l l e c t i v i t y  c o r r e s p o n d  t o  c e r t a i n  features of 

R a s t a f a r i a n i s m ,  I n  e s s e n c e ,  C a m p b e l l e s  c o n c e p t  o f  the ra y s t i c  

c o l l e c t i v i t y  d e s c r i b e s  a s o c i a l  c o l l e c t i v i t y  w h i c h  is l o o s e l y  

b o u n d  b y  common d e n o m i n a t o r s  s u c h  a s  a common w o r l d v i e w ,  r o l e  

e x p e c t a  t i o n s ,  c o a ~ o n  i n t e r e s t s  etc, T h e  e l e m e n  t of mysticism 

i n t r o d u c e s  a r e l i g i o u s  d i r a e n s i o n  t o  the r a n g e  of cotamon 

d e n o m i n a t o r s  t y i n g  t o g e t h e r  t h e  l o o s e l y  d e f i n e d  s o c i a l  

c o l l e c t i v i t y ,  T h e  m y s t i c a l  e l e m e n t  t h a n  c h a n g e s  t h e  o v e r a l l  
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n a t u r e  of t h e  social c o l l e c t i v i t y ,  However ,  i n  contrast to  t h e  



sect a n d  o t h e r  t y p e s  of  r e l i g i o u s  o c g a n i z a t i o a s ,  the m y s t i c  

c o l l e c t i v i t y  is a n c h o r e d  i n  t h e  r e l i g i o n  of m y s t i c i s m .  The 

l a t t e r ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  T r o e l t s c h ,  d i f f e r e d  f r o a  o t h e r  streaffis of  

r e l i g i o u s  t h o u g h t   resent w i t h i n  C h r i s t i a a i t y ,  

n y s t i c a l  r e l i g i o n ,  i n  i t s  p u r e  T c o e l t c h e a n  f o r m u l a t i o n ,  

c o r r e l a t e s  t o  so@e a s p e c t s  of t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  belief s y s t e m ,  

A s p e c t s  o f  n y s t i c a l  r e l i g i o n  c a n  be  f o u n d  i n  the R a s t a f a r i a n  

k e l i e f s  i n  terms o f  t h e  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  body a s  the t r u e  

c h u r c h ,  t h e  i n t e r n a l  * p s y c h o l o g i c a l *  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  with t h e  

' s p i r i t  o f  J a h * ,  a n d  g e n e r a l l y  the R a s t a f a r i a n  e x p l a n a t  i o n  o f  

t h e  c a u s e s  of t h e  p e r p e t u a l  o p p r e s s i o n  of b l a c k s ,  the p r o c e s s  

whereby release c a n  be s o u g h t ,  a n d  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  f i n a l  goal 

of r e d e m p t i o n  through r e p a t r i a t i o n .  I t  mus t  be  n o t e d  t h a t  

T r o e l t s c h l s  d i s c u s s i o n  of i a y s t i c a l  r e l i g i o n  t r e a t e d  t h e  l a t t e r  

i n  its p u r e  form, Hence ,  any a n c m a l i e s  r i s i n g  from a c o m p a r i s o n  

w i t h  e a p i r i c a l  cases d o e s  n o t  n e c e s s a c i l y  l e a d  t o  a r e j e c t i o n  of 

t h i s  p o t e n t i a l  tool of  a n a l y s i s ,  

W h i l e  t h e r e  a r e  e l e m e n t s  of m y s t i c a l  r e l i g i o n  found i n  t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n  case, t h e  l a t t e r  a l s o  m a n i f e s t s  o t h e r  f e a t u r e s  t h a t  

c o r r e s p o n d  w i t h  b o t h  t h e  i d e a l  t y p i c a l  f e a t u r e s  of a  sect a n d  a 

c u l t .  U i t h i n  t h i s  d i c h o t o a p  of sect a n d  c u l t ,  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  

m o v e a e n t  a p p r o a c h e s  neither a wholly s e c t a r i a n  religious 

o r g a n i z a t i o n  nor a w h o l l y  c u l t i c  one. M o r e o v e r ,  the a o v e ~ e n t  

c o n t a i n s  s e v e r a l  g r o u p s  wh ich  e a b c d y  d i f f e r e n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  

f o r a s ,  IJhile s o m e  o f  t h e s e  g r o u p s  r e s e m b l e  t h e  i d e a l  t y p i c a l  

f e a t u r e s  of a sect, others are sore o r i e n t e d  t o w a r d s  t h e  t y p e  of 
8 



r e l i g i o u s  o r g a n i z a t o n  charac te r i s t ic  of a c u l t ,  

C a m p b e l l ' s  c o n c e p t  of t h e  n y s t i c  c o l l e c t i v i t y  is u s e f u l  i n  

d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  B a s t a f a r i a u  case i n  terms o f  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of 

m u l t i p l e  re l i g i c u s  g r o u p  w i t h i n  t h e  unb re l la  of R a s t a f a r i a n  i s m -  

A c c o r d i n g  t o  C a m p b e l l ,  t h e  m y s t i c  c o l l e c t i v i t y  p r e c i p i t a t e s  

g r o u p s  f roa i ts  s u b s t r a t u m ,  T h e s e  g r o u p s  embody a n  o r i e n t a t i o n  

t h a t  d i f f e r s  f r o m  t h e  c o l l e c t i v i t y  a s  a who le ,  W h i l e  s o m e  of 

g r o u p s  s u r v i v e ,  o t h e r s  s i m p l y  d i e  o u t -  In t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  case, 

t h e  p r o p e n s i t y  t o w a r d s  t h e  ' f u s i o n  a n d  f i s s i o n *  of g r o u p s  h a s  

b e e n  e x t a n t  s i n c e  t h e  g e n e s i s  o f  t h e  rpovement i n  t h e  1 9 3 0 i s .  

T h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  moveaen t  t h e n ,  a p p r o x i m a t e s  C a m p b e l l ' s  

c o n c e p t  of the m y s t i c  c o l l e c t i v i t y .  w i t h i n  t h e  a y s t i c  

c o l l e c t i v i t y  o f  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s ,  a s p e c t r u B  of g r o u p s  c o - e x i s t -  

A t  o n e  e x t r e m e  of t h i s  s p e c t r u a  are t h e  r e l i g i o a s  g r o u p s ,  v h i l s t  

a t  t h e  o t h e r  e n d  o f  the s p e c t r u m  a re  t h e  more p o l i t i c a l l y  

i n c l i n e d  g r o u p s ,  B e t w e e n  these two e x t r e a e s  are g r o u p s  e s p o u s i n g  

a  more  c u l t u r a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  B a s t a f a r i a n i s ~ ,  The c o n c e p t  of 

t h e  m y s t i c  c o l l e c t i v i t y  i s  a l s o  u s e f u l  i n  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  v a r i o u s  

l e v e l s  of c o a a i t ~ e n t  t h a t  are e x p r e s s e d  b y  t h e  a e m b e r s h i p .  Y h i f e  

c e r t a i n  c o a m o n  d e n o a i n a t o r s  p r e v a i l  t h r o u g h o u t  the ~ a s t a f a r i a n  

a y s t i c  collect i v i t y ,  t h e r e  are d i f f e r e n c e s  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  

d i f f e r e n t i a l  l e v e l s  of comnitaent a n d  i n t e r p r e t a  t i o n s  e x p r e s s e d  

by i n d i v i d u a l  R a s t a f a r i a n s ,  

An a n a l p s i s  of s o m e  of t h e s e  g r o u p s ,  e ,g ,  t h e  O r d e r  of t h e  

N y a h b i n g h i ,  t h e  Bobo S h a n t i s ,  t h e  T w e l v e  T r i b e s  of I s rae l  and 

t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  Hovement  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  r e v e a l s  t h a t  i n  each o f  



t h e  g r o u p s ,  f e a t u r e s  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  t o  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  of 

r e l i g i o u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  e x i s t .  Hence ,  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  

Orde r  of t h e  N y a h b i n g h i  c o n e s  closest t o  t h e  i d e a l  t y p i c a l  

f e a t u s e s  of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n i s t  sect. S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e  Bobo S h a n t  is 

n a n i f e s t  f e a t u r e s  which  c o r r e s p o n d  w i t h  t h o s e  of  t h e  

I n t r o v e r s i o n i s t  sect, It u a s  f o u n d  t h a t  w i t h  t h e  T w e l v e  T r i b e s  

o f  Israel ,  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  a p p r o x i m a t e d  to t h a t  of  t h e  i d e a l  

t y p i c a l  c u l t ,  a l b e i t  of t h e  ' l oca l*  t y p e  d i s c u s s e d  b y  N e l s o n  

11969).  W h i l e  h l i l s o n ' s  criteria of sects i n  t e r n s  of a r e l i g i o u s  

g r o u p ' s  r e s p o n s e  t o  t o  t h e  w o r l d  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  

~ o v e e e n t  i n  i t s  t o t a l i t y  as a sect ,  i t  was f e l t  t h a t  t h e  c o n c e p t  

o f  t h e  m y s t i c  c o l l e c t i v i t y  a p p r e h e n d e d ,  i n  a aore a c c u r a t e  

manne r ,  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  movement. 

T h e  m y s t i c  c o l l e c t i v i t y  of t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  h a s  a l s o  

p r e c i p i t a t e d  o t h e r  g r o u p s  w h i c h  d i f f e r  from t h e  g e n e r a l  

o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o l l e c t i v i t y .  T h e s e  are t h e  Bore p o l i t i c a l l y  

i n c l i n e d  g r o u p s  w h i c h  r e p r e s e n t  p o l i t i c a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  of 

R a s t a f a r i a n i s m ,  I n  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  messia ~ i c  n i l l e n a r i a n  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  g r o u p s  v i t h i n  t h e  c o l l e c t i v i t y ,  

the p o l i t i c a l l y  o r i e n t e d  g r o u p s  a r e  i n  t h e  first i n s t a n c e  

i n t e r e s t e d  i n  soc i a l  reforaa i n  s o c i e t y ,  a a d  s e c o n d 1  y t r a n s l a t e  

the i r  a s p i r a t i o n s  f c r  r e p a t r i a t i o n  i n t o  c o n c r e t e  a c t i o n s .  Hence ,  

t h e s e  g r o u p s  a r e  active i n  terrtrs of l o b b y i n g  the state a n d  o t h e r  

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  b o d i e s ,  s e e k i n g  r e p a t f i a t  i o n  t h r o u g h  t h e  c h a n n e l s  

of i m m i g r a t i o n  a n d  a l s o  d e e a n d i n g  @ o n e t a r  y  r e c o a p e n s e  f o r  t h e i r  

f o r c e d  m i g r a t i o n  a n d  l a b o u r  i n  c o l o n i z e d  c o u n t r i e s .  



It is a p p a r e n t  from t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  t h a t  t h e  m e m b e r s h i p  i s  

n o t  h o m o g e n o u s  i n  terms of t h e  d e g r e e  .of commi tmen t  a n d  t h e  

u n i f o r m i t y  i n  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  R a t h e r ,  v a r i o u s  t y p e s  of  

R a s t a f a r i a n s  p o p u l a t e  t h e  m y s t i c  c o l l e c t i v i t y ,  T h u s ,  t h e  

@ e m b e r s h i p  c a n  b e  d e s c r i b e d  as  c o m p o s i n g  o f  r e l i g i o u s  

R a s t a f a r i a n s ,  p o l i t i c a l  Rastafarians, f u n c t i o n a l  Rastaf a r i a a s  

and w h a t  I p r o p o s e d  t o  term p s e u d o - R a s t a f a r i a n s  ( A l k u y u e r q u e ,  

1977,  Barrett ,  1977, N e t t l e f o r d ,  1 9 7 2 ) -  E s s e n t i a l l y ,  t h e  

r e l i g i o u s  R a s t a f a r i a n s  a r e  o n e s  who a r e  d e e p l y  co t i tmi t t ed  t o  t h e  
2 - 

R a s t a f a r i a n  r e l i g i o n ,  P o l i t i c a l  R a s t a f a  r i a n s  are o n e s  who 

e s p o u s e  a ~ o l i t i c a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of R a s t a f a r i a n i s m ,  F u n c t i o n a l  

B a s t a f a r i a n s  u t i l i z e  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n i s m  a s  a means  by which t o  

i aplet i tent  c h a n g e  i n  s o c i e t y  t h r o u g h  soc ia l  r e f o r m  etc, T h i s  

g r o u p  is p r i m a r i l y  c o m p o s e d  of u n i v e r s i t y  s t u d e n t s ,  a i d d l e - c l a s s  

y o u t h  a n d  a c a d e m i c s ,  T h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  f u n c t i o n a l  a n d  

p o l i t i c a l  R a s t a f a r i a n s  is r o o t e d  i n  t h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r  a p p r o a c h  t o  

s o c i a l  c h a n g e .  T h e  p o l i t i c a l  R a s t a f a r i a n s  e s p o u s e  a more 

d r a a a t i c  c o n c e p t  o f  s o c i a l  c h a n g e  w h i c h  is r e s e ~ b l e s  t h a t  of 

r e v o l u t i o n  a n d  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  s o c i a l  o r d e r ,  T h e  f u n c t i o n a l  

R a s t a f a r i a n s  are  B o r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  r e f o r m ,  a n d  a l t h o u g h  t h e y  

may e n t e r t a i n  a s p i r a t i o n s  of t o t a l  c h a n g e ,  the l a t t e r  is 

c o n c e p t u a l i z e d  more i n  terms of a r e b e l l i o n  t h a n  a r e v o l u t i o n ,  

s u c h  t h a t  t h e  power  s t r u c t u r e  r e m a i n s  i n t a c t ,  b u t  the p a r t i c u l a r  

i n d i v i d n a l s  a r e  c h a n g e d ,  Tho  pseudo-Ras  t a f a r i a n s ,  by c o n t r a s t ,  

a r e  d r a w n  t o  t h e  s o v e e e n t  on  t h e  g r o u n d s  o f  its n o v e l t y ,  i ts u s e  

of g a n j a  a s  a s a c r a a e n t ,  its a e s s a g e  i n  t h e  form of Reggae 



m u s i c ,  its a n t i - e s t a b l i s h m e n t  r h e t o r i c  a n d  g e n e r a l l y  i ts  s t a t u s  

a s  a d e v i a n t  p r o t e s t  movement. A l t h o u g h  s n c h  (self s e r v i n g '  

m o t i v e s  f o r  i n i t i a l  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  may, d e p e n d i n g  o n  e x p o s u r e ,  

d e g r e e  o f  s y m p a t h y  etc, b e  r e p l a c e d  by a more  w h o l e - h e a r t e d  

' v a l i d a  c o m m i t a e n t  t o  t h e  f a i t h .  

This t h e s i s  a r g u e s  t h a t  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  g r o u p s  e x t a n t  i n  t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n  movement r e p r e s e n t  c o l l e c t i v e  e x ~ r e s s i o n s  of t h e  

v a r i o u s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  bel ief  s ys te ta ,  T h e  c h a r i s m a t i c  

q u a l i t y  o f  l e a d e r s  of t h e s e  v a r i o u s  g r o u p s  d r a w  a d h e r e n t s  w h o s e  

i n d i v i d u a l  o r i e n t a t i o n s  a n d  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  c o i n c i d e  w i t h  t h o s e  

of t h e  l e a d e r ,  I n  most c a s e s ,  however ,  it is t h e  c h a r i s m a  o f  t h e  

l e a d e r s  t h a t  r e s u l t s  i n  t h e  m e m b e r s h i p  i n  t h e  g r o u p  even i f  t h e  

i a d i v i d n a 1 9 s  p e r s o n a l  o r i e n t a t i o n s  are u n d e f  i n e d  or  d i f f e r e n t  

f r o m  t h c s e  o f  t h e  l eader ,  N o n e t h e l e s s ,  i t  is a p p a r e n t  t h a t  even 

t h e  m e m b e r s h i p  e x e r c i s e  a B E a s u r e  o f  e l e c t i v e  a f f i n i t i e s  i n  

t h e i r  c h o i c e  of a g r o u p  t h a t  best c o n f o r m s  t o  t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  

o r i e n t a t i o n s .  

T h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  m y s t i c  c o l l e c t i v i t y  c a n  b e  e n v i s i o n e d  as  a 

series cf c o n c e n t r i c  circles r e v o l v i n g  a r o u n d  a c e n t r a l  core. 

T h e  core, i n  t h i s  s c h e a a ,  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  h i g h l y  c o m m i t t e d  

r e l i g i o u s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of R a s t a f a r i a n i s m ,  flembers w i t h i n  the 

c o l l e c t i v i t y  a l s o  r e c o g n i z e  t h i s  core g r o n p  a s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  an 

e x t r e m e  r e l i g i o u s  o r i e n t a t i o n  towards the R a s t a f a r i a n  b e l i e f  

s y s t e m ,  O t h e r  g r o u p s  occupy d i f f e r e n t  ~ o s i t i o n s  on  t h e  

c o n c e n t r i c  r i n g s  s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  c o r e ,  T h e  f u r t h e r  a g r o n p  is 

away  f r o m  t h e  c o r e ,  i n  terms of t h e s e  c o n c e n t r i c  r i n g s ,  t h e  more  
a 



w o r l d l y  is t h e i r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  R a s t a f a r i a n i s m ,  Hence, t h e  

~ s e u d o - R a s t a f a r i a n s  w c u l d  b e  l o c a t e d  o n  t h e  o u t e r  m o s t  

c o n c e n t r i c  r i n g ,  A g r o u p  s u c h  a s  t h e  O r d e r  o f  t h e  N y a h b i n g h i  

w o u l d  f o r m  t h e  c o r e  o f  t h i s  s c h e m a t i c  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n .  

However ,  t h i s  s c h e m a t i c  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  F a s t a f a r i a n  

m y s t i c  c o l l e c t i v i t y  o n l y  c o r r e s p o n d s  w i t h  t h e  c o n t e m p o r a r y  

s t a t u s  o f  t h e  ~ o v e m e n t  i n  i ts  i n d i g e n o u s  c o n t e x t ,  I n  t h e  forms 

o f  R a s t a f a r i a n i s m  t h a t  h a v e  e s e r g e d  i n  o t h e r  soc ia l  c o n t e x t s ,  

t h e  r a n g e  of g r o u p s  p r e c i p i t a t e d  by t h e  c o l l e c t i v i t y  is more  

l i m i t e d ,  a n d  i n  some cases n o n - e x i s t e n t -  This d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  

t h e  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  R a s t a f a r i a n i s a  i n  Jamaica a s  c o a p a r e d  t o  

E n g l a n d  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  i s  d u e  l a r g e l y  t o  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e  

s o c i a l  c o n t e x t s ,  a n d  t c  the v a r y i n g  n e e d s  of t h e  m e n b e r s h i p  i n  

these d i f f e r e n t  areas, 

An e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  f o r m  of J a h  E r e s e n t  i n  t h e  E n g l i s h  

c o n t e x t  r e v e a l s  t h a t  t h e  West I n d i a n  b l a c k s  i n  E n g l a n d  had  i n  

t h e  f i r s t  i n s t a n c e  m i g s a t e d  t o  t h e  c o u n t r y  a n d  e n t e r t a i n e d  

e x p e c t a t i o n s  w h i c h  were n o t  f u l f i l l e d  b y  t h e  host  c o u n k r y ,  a n d  

a s  a r e s u l t ,  s o m e  o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n  o f  t h e s e  o r i g i n a l  i m m i g r a n t s  

c h o s e  t o  a f f i l i a t e  t o  t h e  movement a s  a f u n c t i o n  of i ts a b i l i t y  

t o  s a t i s f y  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  n e e d s  t h e y  e x p e r i e n c e d ,  I n  c o n t r a s t ,  

t h e  C a n a d i a n  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  of R a s t a f  a r i a n i s i u  r e s u l t e d  f r o m  t h e  

m i g r a t i o n  of West I n d i a n s  t o  C a n a d a ,  t h e  l a t t e r ' s  t o l e r a n t  

a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d s  e t h n i c  c u l t u r e s ,  a n d  t h e  g r o w i n g  p o p u l a r i t y  of 

Reggae m u s i c  w h i c h  is t h e  v i t a l  mechan i sm f o r  t h e  d i s s e m i n a t i o n  

of R a s t a f a r i a n  t h e n e s  a n d  c o n c e p t s .  
* 



W h i l e  t h e  b l a c k s  i n  E n g l a n d  f o u n d  i n  R a s t a f a r i a n i s ~  a  

s e l f - a f f i r m i n g  b e l i e f  s y s t e m  w h i c h  g r a n t e d  them a  s e n s e  o f  

r ac ia l  p r i d e  a n d  d i g n i t y ,  a n d  a b o v e  a l l  a n  i d e n t i t y  a s  a n  

A f r i c a n ,  R a s t a f a r i a n s  i n  C a n a d a  u t i l i z e d  t h e  b e l i e f  s y s t e m  t o  

s a t i s f y  o t h e r  n e e d s .  I t  h a s  b e e n  a r g u e d  t h a t  t h e  s o c i e t a l  

r e s p o n s e  t o  b l a c k s  i n  C a n a d a  d i f f e r s  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  f r o m  t h a t  

d i r e c t e d  to  b l a c k s  i n  e i t h e r  E n g l a n d  o r  J a m a i c a ,  T h i s  d i f f e r e n c e  

i n  r e s p o n s e  is d u e  t o  a  number  o f  f a c t o r s  s u c h  a s  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  

s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  s t r u c t u r e s  i n  t h e s e  societies, t h e  p e r c e p t i o n  i n  

t e r n s  of t h e  n u a b e r  of b l a c k s  a n d  t h e  d e g r e e  o f  racism d i r e c t e d  

a t  b l a c k  m i n o r i t i e s  i n  t h e s e  soc ia l  c o n t e x t s .  

In t h e  E n g l i s h  c o n t e x t ,  t h r e e  major g r o u p s  are e x t a n t  i n  

t h e  c o l l e c t i v i t y ,  T h e s e  a r e  t h e  E t h i o p i a n  O r t h o d o x  C h u r c h ,  the 

E t h i o p i a n  Wor ld  f e d e r a t i o n  locals, a n d  t h e  T w e l v e  Tribes o f  

Israel  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  A s i d e  f r o a  t h e  l a t t e r  w h i c h  is a J a m a i c a n  

b a s e d  g r o u p ,  b o t h  t h e  E t h i o p i a n  O r t h o d o x  C h u r c h  a n d  t h e  

E t h i o p i a n  w o r l d  f e d e r a t i o n  l oca l s  a r e  g r o u p s  a d o p t e d  by t h e  

B a s t a f a r i a n s  a n d  were n o t  o r i g i n a l l y  p r e c i p i t a t e d  by t h e  

collectirrit y, F u r t  he r t ao re ,  unlike t h e  J a r a a i c a n  f orra o f  

R a s t a f a r i a n i s m  w h e r e  i n t e n s e  r i v a l r y  a n d  c o m p e t i t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  

v a r i o u s  g r o u p s  i s  a p p a r e n t ,  t h e  i n t e n s i t y  o f  t h i s  colape t i t i o n  is 

r e s t r i c t e d  i n  t h e  E n g l i s h  case b e t w e e n  t h e  a e m b e r s  o f  t h e  

E t h i o p i a n  O r t h o d o x  C h a r c h  a n d  t h e  T w e l v e  T r i b e s  o f  Israel ,  W h i l e  

c o n s i d e r a b l e  f r i c t i o n  e x i s t s  b e t w e e n  t h e  E t h i o p i a n  World 

F e d e r a t i o n  l o c a l s  a n d  t h e  Twelve T r i b e s  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  t h e  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  betveea t h e  f o r n e r  a n d  t h e  E t h i o p i a n  O r t h o d o x  



C h u r c h  is h i g h l y  c o m p l e m e n t a r y .  T h e  l a t t e r  i n c o r p o r a t e s  a  

r e l i g i o u s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  f o r  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  w h i l e  the 

E t h r o p i a n  W o r l d  F e d e r a t i o n  l o c a l s  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  

e l e m e n t  a m o n g s t  t h e  m e m b e r s h i p  (Cashmore ,  1 9 7 7 ) -  

T h e  C a n a d i a n  v a r i a n t  o f  B a s t a f a r i a n i s m  a l s o  c o n t a i n s  

n o n - b l a c k  m e s b e r s .  T h e s e  n o n - b l a c k  members  a r e  l a r g e l y  f r o m  

w h i t e  r a c i a l  b a c k g r o u n d s ,  a l t h o u g h ,  members  f rom o t h e r  r a c i a l  

b a c k g r o u n d s  s u c h  a s  E, I n d i a n s ,  are p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  t o t a l  

membersh ip .  Amongst  t h e  n o n - b l a c k  members  t h e r e  is a h i g h e r  

i n c i d e n c e  o f  females a s  c o m p a r e d  t o  ifiafes, T h i s  d i f f e r e n c e ,  

stems i n  p a r t ,  froxn t h e  f a c t o r  of p r e - e x i s t i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  

t h a t  t h e s e  f e m a l e s  taay h a v e  h a d  w i t h  b l a c k  males, O n  t h e  o t h e r  

hand,  females i n  t h e  C a n a d i a n  c o n t e x t  may b e  s o r e  a t t r a c t e d  t o  

R a s t a f a r i a n  males, T o  a n  e x t e n t  t h e  o v e r a l l  p o s i t i v e  a t t i t u d e s  

t o w a r d s  b l a c k s  i n  C a n a d i a n  s o c i e t y  may b e  t h e  d e t e r m i n i n g  

v a r i a b l e ,  T h e r e  is a l s o  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  f e m a l e s  a r e  d r a w n  

t o  t h e  movement b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  defined r o l e s  p r e s c r i b e d  t o  t h e n ,  

a n d  t h e  r e s p e c t  t h e y  a re  a c c o r d e d  by R a s t a f a r i a n  males. 

W h i l e  d e m o g r a p h i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n s  i n  C a n a d a  

is u n a v a i l a b l e ,  it is a ~ w r e n t  from o b s e r v a t i o n s  of t h e  

c c m m u n i t y  i n  V a n c o u v e r ,  C a n a d a  t h a t  t h e  a v e r a g e  a g e  o f  t h e  

members  i s  b e t w e e n  t w e n t y  t h r e e  a n d  t h i r t y  f i v e ,  T h i s  d i f f e r s  

from t h e  E n g l i s h  v a r i a n t  w h e r e  t h e  a v e r a g e  a g e  i s  e i g h t e e n ,  I n  

b o t h  c o n t e x t s ,  t h e  movement i s  atale d o r i n a t e d  a n d  n e m b e r s  a r e  

g e n e r a l l y  u n e a ~ l o y e d  o r  a r e  m a n u a l  w o r k e r s ,  However ,  w i t h i n  t b e  

C a n a d i a n  c o n t e x t ,  class lines are  n o t  a s  c l e a r l y  d e m a r c a t e d  a s  



t h e y  are  i n  E n g l a n d ,  I n  g e n e r a l ,  R a s t a f a r i a n s  i n  C a n a d a  a r e  

r e l a t i v e l y  b e t t e r  o f f  i n  e c o n o m i c  terms t h a n  t h e i r  E n g l i s h  

c o u n t e r p a r t s ,  

A c o m p a r i s o n  o f  the R a s t a f a r i a n  movement i n  t h e s e  two 

d i s t i n c t l y  d i f f e r e n t  g e o g r a  ~ h i c  a r e a s  r e v e a l s  t h a t  t h e  n e e d s  o f  

t h e  a e m b e r s h i p  is a c r u c i a l  v a r i a b l e  i n  d e t e r w i n g  t h e  f o r m  o f  

R a s t a  f a  r i a n i s a  t h a t  w i l l  emerge .  T h e  f a c t o r s  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  

t h e s e  n e e d s  a r e  r o o t e d  i n  t h e  e x t e r n a l  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  a n d  

c u l t u r a l  v a r i a b l e s  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  s o c i a l  c o n t e x t .  Hence t h e  

forills of J a h ,  a r e  e s s e n t i a l l y  the r e s u l t  of t h e  i n t e r a c t i o n  

b e t w e e n  t h e  s p e c i f i c  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  f a c t o r s  p r e v a i l i n g  i n  

s o c i e t y ,  t h e  c o r r e s p o n g i n g  n e e d s  of t h e  a e a b e r s h i p ,  t h e i r  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  R a s t a f a r i a n i s m  a n d  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  

R a s t a f a r i a n  t h e m e s  a n d  c o n c e p t s  i n  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  s o c i a l  

c o n t e x t s .  

W i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  the r a p i d  growth a n d  s p r e a d  of the movement 

i n  t h e  l a s t  five d e c a d e s ,  G e r l a c h  a n d  H i n e s  (1968) c r i t e r i a  o f  

f a c t o r s  p r o m o t i n g  t b e  g r o w t h  o f  r e l i g i o u s  ~ o v e m e n t s  were f o u n d  

t o  be o p e r a t i v e  i n  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  case. T h e  a c e p h a l o u s  a n d  

r e t i c u l a t e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  a y s t i c  c c l l e c t i v i t y  

c o m k i n e d  w i t h  t h e  e m p h a s i s  o n  f a c e - t o - f a c e  i n t e r a c t i o n ,  a 

' c h a n g e - o r i e n t e d '  i d e o l o g y ,  a n d  a g r a p e - v i n e  * syst en o f  

i n t e r n a l  c o ~ m u n i c a t i o n  serve  t o  p r o m o t e  t h e  r a p i d  g r o w t h  and 

s p r e a d  of t h e  Rastafa r i a n  m y s t i c  c o l l e c t i v i t y ,  

In c o n c l u s i o n ,  this t h e s i s  d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h e  u t i l i t y  of t h e  

c o n c e p t  o f  t h e  m y s t i c , c o l l e c t i v i t y  i n  r e l a t i c n  t o  a n  a n a l y s i s  of 



t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  movement,  R a t h e r  t h a n  a c u l t  o r  a sect, t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n  movement a p p r o x i m a t e s  more a c c u r a t e l y  t o  a  m y s t i c  

c o l l e c t i v i t y .  In a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  c o n c e p t  of t h e  m y s t i c  

c o l l e c t i v i t y  i s  u s e f u l  i n  a n  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  m u l t i p l e  g r o u p s  

t h a t  c o - e x i s t  u i t h i n  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  movement, f l o r e o v e r ,  t h e  

n a t u r e  o f  t h e s e  v a r i o u s  g r o u p s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  w h i l e  some a p p r o a c h  

t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of t h e  i d e a l  t y p i c a l  sect, o t h e r s  c o r r e s p o n d  

more to  t h e  i d e a l  t y p e  o f  cult ,  W h i l e  some g r o u p s  i n  t h e  

c o l l e c t i v i t y  r e p r e s e n t  a r e l i g i o u s  o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  b e l i e f  

s y s t e m ,  o t h e r s  e s p o u s e  a more p o l i t i c a l l y  i n c l i n e d  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  T h i s  f e a t u r e  is i n  k e e p i n g  w i t h  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  

t h e  ~ t l y s t i c  c o l l e c t i v i t y  v h i c h  p r e c i p i t a t e s  g r o u p s  t h a t  etabody 

o r i e n t a t i o n s  n o t  r e a d i l y  f o n n d  i n  t h e  common d e n o a i n a t o r s  

b i n d i n g  t h e  c o l l e c t i v i t y ,  

T h e  f u t u r e  d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  s y s t i c  c o l l e c t i v i t y  of t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n s  may i n v o l v e  a d r i f t  t o w a r d s  a more s e c t a r i a n  t y p e  

of o r g a n i z a t i o a ,  T h e  t e n d e n c y  t o w a r d s  s e c t a r i a n i s m  is b e g i n n i n g  

t c  m a n i f e s t  i tself  i n  t h e  a c t i v e  p r o s e l y t i z i n g  role o f  t h e  

N y a h b i n g h i  Orde r ,  T h i s  g r o u p  h a s  b e e n  s e n d i n g  aiembers t o  o t h e r  

C a r i b b e a n  i s l a n d s  a n d  E n g l a n d  w i t h  a v i e w  t o w a r d s  i n t r o d u c i n g  a 

u n i f o r m  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  b e l i e f  s y s t e m *  T h i s  

e v o l u t i o n  i n t o  a s e c t a r i a n  t y p e  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o a  c o r r e s p o n d s  t o  

Wallis's ( 1 9 7 5 )  t y p o l o g y  of the t r a n s i t i o n  of c o l t s  t o  sects, 

However ,  t h e r e  are v a r i o u s  f a c t o r s  v h i c h  may ~ o t e n t i a l l y  i m p e d e  

t h i s  t r a n s i t i o n  f r o m  a a y s t i c  c o l l e c t i v i t y  t o  a more  s e c t a r i a n  

t y p e  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  F i r s t  a n d  f o r e m o s t  is t h e  i n t e n s e  r i v a l r y  



a n d  c o m p e t i t i o n  t h a t  e x i s t s  b e t w e e n  t h e  v a r i o u s  g r o u p s .  W h i l e  

Ras E o a n a r g e s  is p e r c e i v e d  a s  a l e g i t i m a t e  e l d e r  i n  t h e  

R a s t a f a r i a n  c o m a u n i t y  i n  J a m a i c a ,  a n d  b y  o t h e r  l e a d e r s  of  t h e  

v a r i o u s  o r g a n i z a t i c n s ,  h i s  ~ o t e a t i a l  l e a d e r s h i p  o v e r  t h e  

m o v e a e n t  a s  a w h o l e  w o u l d  i n c i t e  c o n s i d e r a b l e  h o s t i l i t y  o n  t h e  

p a r t  of t h e s e  o t h e r  l e a d e r s .  n o r e o v e r ,  e v e n  if t h e  a s t a n d a r d  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  f a i t h  were i n t r o d u c e d  i n  t h e  

m y s t i c  c o l l e c t i v i t y ,  i t  i s  more t h a n  l i k e l y  t h a t  c o m p e t i n g  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  w o u l d  e m e r g e  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  

o t h e r  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  s u c h  a s  Saa Brown, In a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  e a r l y  

h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  movement r e v e a l s  t h a t  even t h o u g h  B o a n a r g e s  was 

t h e  ' A k e e *  Baa o r  r e c o g n i z e d  l e a d e r  o f  t h e  House  of t h e  You th  

E l a c k  F a i t h ,  d i s s e n s i o n  on  t h e  v a r i o u s  a s p e c t s  of t h e  l i v i t y  

s t i l l  r e s u l t e d  i n  s c h i s a s  w i t h i n  t h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  

A n o t h e r  p o t e n t i a l  o b s t a c l e  i n  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  

R a s t a f a f i a n  m y s t i c  c o l l e c t i v i t y  t o  a s e c t a r i a n  f o r m  of r e l i g i o u s  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  i s  t h e  s t a t e ,  T h e  J a m a i c a n  g o v e r n m e n t  h a s ,  i n  t h e  

p a s t ,  a t t e m p t e d  t o  e n s u r e  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of m u l t i p l e  g r o u p s  

w i t h i n  t h e  reovement,  a s  f o r  e x a m p l e  i n  t h e  i s s u e  a s  t o  w h i c h  

R a s t a f a r i a n  group s h o u l d  s e n d  a member i n  t h e  1961 m i s s i o n  to  

Africa, T h e  r e a s o n  u n d e r l y i n g  t h i s  a c t i o n  stems from t h e  

r a t i o n a l e  t h a t  t h e  movement ,  i f  m o b i l i z e d  by a c h a r i s m a t i c  

l e a d e r  w i t h  a r e v o l u t i o n a r y  e t h i c ,  c o u l d  m o b i l i z e  a n d  i n i t i a t e  a  

r e v o l u t i o n  i n  J a a a i c a ,  T h u s ,  by e n s u r i n g  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of 

m u l t i p l e  g r o u p s  v i t h i n  t h e  ~ o v e r n e n t ,  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  h a s  c r e a t e d  

one v i a b l e  r o u t e  by  which  p o t e n t i a l l y  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  e n e r g y  is 



c h a n n e l l e d  o f f ,  i, e ,  i n  t h e  r i v a l r y  b e t w e e n  t h e  groups r a t h e r  

t h a n  a c o l l e c t i v e ,  m o b i l i z e d  a g g r e s s i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  s t a t e .  

Some R a s t a f a r i a n s  c l e a r l y  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  

t h i s  s t r a t e g y ,  and it is t h i s  r e a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  h a s ,  i n   art, 

Frompted t h e  a c t i o n s  of t h e  N y a h b i n y h i  Order, Yet, given the 

n a t u r e  of t h e s e  o b s t a c l e s ,  i t  is more  l i k e l y  that t h e  movement  

w i l l  c o n t i n u e  a s  a m y s t i c  c o l l e c t i v i t y  p r e c i p i t a t i n g  a uide 

r a n g e  of g r o u p s  w h i c h  i n c o r p o r a t e  o r i e n t a t i o n s  n o t  p r e v a l e n t  i n  

t h e  R a s t a f a r i a n  t r a d i t i o n .  
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