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THE WoORLD OF”SAINT Dominic

AND THE

WORLD OF TODAY

An Address delivered on the Seven Hundredth Anniversary
of the Approval of the Order of Friars Preachers
by the Apostolic See, Sunday, November
19th, 1916, at Washington, D. C.

BY
CHARLES J. BONAPARTE.
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Venerated Prelates, Revered Fathers, Ladies and Gentle-
men :

It the great and good man, the crowning work of whose
saintly and wonderfully useful life we commemorate today,
could come back to our Farth and stand in the flesh in our
nidst, what would he think of the world around him? How
well or 1ll would 1t remind him of the world he left in 12217
How far, 1f at all, would he deem the men and women he
might see about him changed from the men and women to
whom he preached and ministered, or human life in the
Twentieth Century different from the human life he strove
to enlighten, elevate and sanctify in the Thirteenth?

Doubtless 1f we are guided in our judgment by mere ex-
ternals, 1f we gaze only on the surface and care not to
pry below, the change 1s great and striking; nowadays it
demands a strong effort of the imagination to picture to our
minds the civilized world as it was in the days of Dominic.
In the first place, it was a far smaller world than that we
know : it was made up of Kurope, of, perhaps, the half of
Asia and of less than one-fourth of Africa. Such vast coun-
tries as China, Japan, Siberia and the further Indies were,
indeed, believed to exist, but the few facts known of them
were so overlain with myth and fable that they were hardly
more real than Atlantis, or the Garden of the Hesperides or
the Isles of the Blessed. All Central and Southern Africa
was thought of as a waste of burning sands, tenanted by
frightful monsters; North and South America and the great
islands of Australasia were unheard and undreamed of ; the
Atlantic was an unexplored desert of water; of the Pacific
men knew less than we know, or some of us think they
know, about the Canals of Mars. To a man of the Thir-
teenth Century the civilized world of today would probably
seem as much expanded as might seem to one of us the






















finally preached against these misbelievers. It now appeared
that, in the words of Macaulay:

“T'he ingenious and polished inhabitants of the
Languedocian provinces were far better qualified to
enrich and embellish their country than to defend
it. * * * * * ‘They wanted that iron courage, and
that skill in martial exercises, which distinguished the
chivalry of the region beyond the Loire, and were
ill-fitted to face enemies who, in every country from
Ireland to Palestine, had been victorious against ten-

fold odds.”

Dominic witnessed the war: he is even said to have been
reproached by some ‘“Pacificists” of the day among the
vanquished with having prayed for victory to the Crusaders
at the battle of Muret. He might hear much in our day and
country to recall these reproaches to his mind, but we can
more profitably think of the war’s lesson for us, especially
at this critical time. Napoleon I said, in effect, that, in
promoting military strength, moral forces are to physical
‘as three to one. The “iron courage” of those warriors of
the Cross, whereof Macaulay speaks, swept away their
enemies like chaff before the wind, because it was nourished
and inflamed by worthier beliefs, by nobler sentiments, by
truer and sounder principles of life, thought and action than
the gilded moral rottenness to which it was opposed. The
two great virtues of military men, self-sacrifice and obed:-
ence, must be taught at the mother’s knee and at the home
fireside, if they are to be safeguards for national life and
honor when it may please Almighty God to try a country’s
worth by a storm of steel and flame, of conflict and devasta-
tion. The Christian faith which Dominic preached, the
heroic virtues which he practised, the unquestioning self-
abnegation which he enjoined on his followers, these things
are a form of preparedness for national peril which will not,
indeed, make needless material provision for defence, but
must be furnished to render the amplest provision useful.
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