
© Providence College 
 

The author(s) permits users to copy, distribute, display, and perform this work under the following 
conditions: (1) the original author(s) must be given proper attribution; (2) this work may not be 
used for commercial purposes; (3) the users may not alter, transform, or build upon this work; (4) 
users must make the license terms of this work clearly known for any reuse or distribution of this 
work. Upon request, as holder of this work’s copyright, the author(s) may waive any or all of these 
conditions. 
 

The Prose Poem: An International Journal is produced by 
The Berkeley Electronic Press (bepress) 

for the Providence College Digital Commons. 
http://digitalcommons.providence.edu/prosepoems/ 

THE PROSE POEM: 
AN INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL 

 
Volume 2 | 1993 

Make Yourself Invisible 
Charles Simic 

 

brought to you by COREView metadata, citation and similar papers at core.ac.uk

provided by DigitalCommons@Providence

https://core.ac.uk/display/56325221?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=pdf-decoration-v1


Charles Simic 

MAKE YOURSELF INVISIBLE 

Drew islands with palm trees. My sister did. The beaches were 
empty. We wanted to stretch ourselves on the hot sand and drink 
coconut milk. "Read and be quiet," someone shouted from the kitchen. 

That spring we could smell the lilacs during the blackout. Boom! 
Boom! The bombs fell while some dog barked bravely in the dis-
tance. 

"Make yourself invisible," the witch in the fairy tale whispered. 
She was old. The world was old and there was nothing new in it. We 
were breadcrumbs in the dark forest where the little red birds had 
just fallen silent. 
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