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F O R E W O R D  

In t h i s  t h e s i s  a n  attempt h a s  been made t o  invest igate  the  extent  
t o  which the  Concept of Arab unity h a s  been implemented in inter- 
Arcrb s t a t e s  l ega l  relations.  With t h i s  object  in mind the  book h a s  been 
divided into  two main parts. T h e  f i rs t  part p resen t s  t h e  concept  of 
Arab unity as i t  evolved around the  middle of t h e  19th century until  
the  l a te  1950s. In tracing the  development of t h i s  concept  t h e  present  
wri ter  h a s  in the  main consul ted Arab nat ional is t  writers on the  sub- 
ject. In t h e  second part a n  attempt h a s  been made t o  examine the  more 
important approaches  s o  far pursued by the  Arab s t a t e s  t o  ach ieve  compre- 
hensive unity. In the  l a s t  chapter  more evidence of the  notion of Arab 
unity w a s  sought in the  domest ic  l a w s  of the  Arab s t a t e s .  

T h i s  work h a s  been mode possible  by the  grants  which emanated 
from the Netherlands Univers i t ies  Foundation for International Co- 
operation and the  Department of International Cultural  Re la t ions  a t  
the  Netherlands Ministry of Education, and I wish t o  e x p r e s s  my s i n c e r e  
grati tude for t h e s e  grants.  My thanks a re  particularly due  t o  Prof. E. d e  
Vries,  Rector  of the  Ins t i tu te  of Socia l  Studies  in the  Hague and  t o  
Miss E. Talsma,  senior  official  in the  Department of International 
Cultural  Relat ions  a t  the  Netherlands Ministry of Educaticn.  I would 
a l s o  l ike  t o  thank the  Department of International Cultural  Re la t ions  
of the  Ministry of Education for their  grant which enabled me t o  have  
this  t h e s i s  prihted in i t s  present form. I should a l s o  l ike  to  thank 
Mr. M. d e  N i e t ,  chairman of the  Board of T r u s t e e s  of the  Ins t i tu te  of 
Social  Studies  and Dr. J. In't Veld, chairman of the  facul ty  of Pub l ic  
Administration a t  the  Ins t i tu te  for their  unfailing support  and encourage- 
ment ever  s i n c e  t h e  time when the  performance of th i s  work w a s  no 
more than a n  intention and a prospect. 

I wish to  thank Mr. S.Nawfa1, A s s i s t a n t  Secretary-General of t h e  
League  of Arab S ta tes ;  Director and Staff of the  Economic Department 
of the  League ;  the  Director and Staff of the  Lega l  Department of t h e  
League;  the  Director of the  Secretar ia t  of the  League ;  t h e  Directors 
and Staff of the  Arab League  Offices in Bonn, Germany and Geneva,  
Switzerland; the  Ministry of Information of the  Provis ional  Government 
of the  Algerian Republic,  the  UAR Embassy a t  the  Hague; the  L e g a l  
Department a t  the  Iraqi Ministry of Jus t i ce ;  and the  many friends in 
the  Arab world. who never failed t o  supply me with the  ava i l ab le  docu- 
ments which I needed in the  preparation of th i s  work. 


