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Abstract: The global growth in demand for raw materials is leading to a continuous increase in the
mining of ores and thus to an expanding volume of tailings to be stored. To ensure safer storage and
an optimized recovery of process water, the tailings slurry is often thickened followed by filtration in
filter presses and dry stacking. However, an increasing blinding effect during the time of operation
requires cleaning or replacement of the filter media. Cloth washing using spray nozzles is a possible
solution, but there is insufficient quantitative data published on the performance. For this reason,
this article examines the cleaning of an iron ore cloth from tailings filtration by continuous water
spraying. Water flux, spray time and direction (front- and back-wash) variation were investigated
by evaluating cleaning performance using flow resistance measurement and comparison to the
unused and industrially used state where blinding has occurred. Sufficient cleaning and achieving
the flow rate of the unused cloth is possible. However, excessive spray cleaning should be avoided,
as damage to the fibers may occur. Spray cleaning can be stated to be economically reasonable since
a water demand of 2.5 m3 m−2 and an energy consumption of 391 kWh m−2 is necessary for a
sufficient regeneration. Furthermore, the spray cleaning is assumed to cost USD 39 m−2, which is
approximately similar to replacing the fabric but reduces plastic waste.

Keywords: tailings filtration; recessed plate filter press; filter media; filter cloth; water spray washing;
nozzle jet cleaning; regeneration; mineral processing

1. Introduction

For a modern way of life, the products that are needed originate in the mining of
ores. For example, electric vehicles require a non-negligible amount of nickel and copper
contained in their batteries [1]. As a result, the mining of minerals is constantly growing.
Drawing the big picture, the mining cycle can be divided into exploration, evaluation,
exploitation, mineral processing and reclamation [2]. Thereby, the aim of mineral processing
is the separation and concentration of valuable minerals from unusable rock. In terms of
process technology, this is usually achieved by crushing associated with froth flotation or
leaching [3]. In most cases, the valuable minerals represent only a low percentage of the
mined rock, e.g., 30% for iron ore and 1% for copper ore [4]. Therefore, the enormously
large mass flows of solids remain as residues referred to as tailings [5]. Furthermore, nearly
all of the process water is included in the tailings slurry, increasing the mine waste volume
even more. Normally, this suspension of fine-grained rock gets pumped into large settling
ponds, which have to be secured by dams. Due to regular dam failures and a low recycling
rate of the process water, methodologies for thickening this suspension were developed
during the 20th century [6]. If the tailings disposal is conducted as a paste or even as a
filter cake, safer storage, recovery of the majority of the process water and reduction in land
footprint is possible [7].

The filtration and dumping of ore residues are referred to as dry stacked tailings.
Often, recessed plate filter presses performing filtration by means of plastic filter media
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are used for this purpose. These ensure the dewatering of slurries containing particles
that are too small for vacuum filtration or an increase in clay mineral content that is
unfavorable for filtration caused, for example, by a change in the ore body [8]. In one mine
only, several large recessed plate filter presses are operated in a parallel arrangement to
handle the enormous mass flows (e.g., 7 for a 100.000 t/day tailings application [6]). Each
filter media has a lifetime of several thousand filtration cycles before it has to be changed
due to abrasive wear or blinding [9]. Blinding is a ubiquitous and undesired side-effect
during cake filtration using filter media describing the permanent adhering of particles
inside a cloth or nonwoven fabric reducing its permeability and increasing its pressure
drop, referred to as filter media flow resistance [10–12]. This results in several negative
effects concerning the filtration apparatus performance: if a defined filtrate volume is
specified (for filter presses this corresponds to a specified residual moisture of the filter
cake), the filtration time will be extended; if the cycle time is fixed, the filtrate volume will
be reduced and the filter cake will have a higher water content, respectively. In any case, a
performance reduction and an increase in energy consumption will occur. The operator of
the filtration plant is forced to define a tolerable limit value for the necessity of a filter media
replacement. Conversely, this means that extending the possible service life of the fabric
increases energy and resource efficiency based on the reduction of wear material in terms of
the filter medium and plant downtime. Especially in the mining industry with a continuous
large mass flow, performance decrease of the filtration equipment and downtimes are very
critical, as they quickly affect the overall processing in the concentrator plant and thus
represent a bottleneck.

A successful filter media cleaning faces the challenge of blinding, improves technical
plant availability and reduces spare part costs. Therefore, in addition to systems for a
quick change of filter media, suppliers usually offer nozzle-cleaning systems for cloth
washing [13–15]. The following advantages of spray washing are the main reasons for their
implementation:

- The washing properties are very flexible and adjustable for each specific application.
In detail, this means fluid velocity and pressure, distance between nozzle and surface
as well as an impinging angle [16].

- Easy implementation and reduced hazard potential compared to chemical cleaning,
which is also present [17,18]. Thereby, the chemical properties of the filter media
plastics are an additional limiting factor [19–21].

Due to these benefits and its prevalence in the industry, nozzle cleaning can be consid-
ered the standard for tailings filtration application. However, industrially used systems are
currently based on the experience of operators and suppliers, and there is hardly any data
published in the mining sector. The mining company Outotec gives a pressure of 1 MPa to
3 MPa as a rough guide for cleaning particles trapped between fibers, and 5 to 10 MPa for
cleaning precipitated or slimy solids [14].

Since intra-cloth contamination is a complex interaction of particle to fiber adhe-
sion [22], particle to particle cohesion [11] and form closure (e.g., in multifile fibers) [23],
these recommendations are insufficient. In addition, the complex geometry of the filter
cloths and locally varying flow properties enhance the difficulty of cleaning [16]. Food and
pharmaceutical engineering are areas where nozzle cleaning of filter media is scientifically
studied, mainly for the reason that fabric contamination is a problematic point concerning
the hygienic design of the process chain [24]. However, the cleaning behavior is stated as
strongly dependent on the cleaning application [16]. Therefore, a direct transfer of specific
solutions to the mining sector is not possible. The aim of this article is to improve the
understanding of filter cloth water jet cleaning for iron ore tailings filtration by investigating
the parameters flux, spray time and jet orientation, which are known as very important
for the cleaning effectivity as well as water and energy consumption [16]. Therefore, the
evaluation focuses on the following aspects. These parameters are of great industrial and
scientific relevance:
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- Permeability regeneration (flow resistance reduction);
- Water and energy consumption (ecological and economic benefit).

This article focuses on the regeneration of tailings filtration filter cloths from the
processing of iron ore. In general, iron ore processing is well understood and broadly
investigated, for example, in terms of iron mineral concentration by mechanical enrichment
or flotation due to increasing demand and decreasing ore grades [25,26]. Besides increasing
the amount of residues, the necessity of processing low-grade ores drives innovative
process design [27]. In addition, iron ore tailings gain more and more importance, as
they are produced in large annual quantities all over the world [28]. Their relevance is
also indicated by the large number of re-use applications that are being studied, such as
usage in adsorbents, batteries, geopolymers, mortar and concrete, pigments and several
more [28]. In addition, a previous study showed that the investigated filter fabric of iron
ore tailings had low effectiveness in chemical cleaning and, therefore, another cleaning
option is necessary.

2. Materials and Methods

After a detailed description of the tailings from an iron ore mine used in the study,
as well as the associated filter fabric, this section explains the experimental setup of the
nozzle cleaning as well as the evaluation methodology of the fabric permeability in a
pressure nutsch.

2.1. Iron Ore Tailings

Samples of tailings from an iron ore mine in Asia were provided by FLSmidth. These
were first characterized by means of SEM images and a particle measurement by laser
diffraction (HELOS & QUIXEL, Sympatec, Clausthal-Zellerfeld, Germany). Table 1 shows
the scanning electron microscope (SEM) image of these tailings at a thousandfold magnifi-
cation and gives characteristic values of the particle size distribution (PSD), which were
measured in a previous publication [29]. The broadness of the distribution and the high
fraction of small particles in the lower micrometer range is typical for tailings [30–33].

Table 1. SEM image (1000×) and characteristic PSD excerpts of the iron ore tailings.

Characteristics Iron Ore Tailings

SEM image
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2.2. Filter Cloth

In addition to the tailings, FLSmidth provided used filter cloths from the same
mine and the corresponding unused version. The blinded cloth had run approximately
1000 filtration cycles. A color image taken with a laser scanning microscope (LSM) of the
unused version at tenfold magnification is shown in Table 2 as well as further specifications.
The structure of the polypropylene cloth is a twill weave made of monofile weft fibers
and multifile warp fibers; the latter dominate on the surface. This cloth was part of a
previous chemical cleaning investigation in which the flow resistance of the unused and
the industrially used (blinded) version was measured [29].

Table 2. Color image (10×) of the unused cloth state taken with an LSM and characteristics.

Characteristics Iron Ore Tailings Filter Media

LSM image
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Material Polypropylen
Weave type Twill
Fiber type Monofil and multifil

Unused flow resistance/m−1 4.3 ± 0.1 × 108 [29]
Used flow resistance/m−1 2.4 ± 1.9 × 1011 [29]

2.3. Spray Nozzle Jet Cleaning of Iron Ore Tailings Filter Cloth Samples

The contamination of the industrially used fabric from tailings filtration of an iron
ore mine after approximately 1000 filtration cycles is shown in Figure 1. It is visible that
both the voids between the fibers and the interior of the multifilament fibers are completely
blocked with particles. In order to regenerate the resulting additional flow resistance,
these must be removed, overcoming the adhesion of particles to the fibers, particle–particle
cohesion and form closure.

Table 3 shows the elemental composition measured by energy dispersive X-ray spec-
troscopy (EDX) of the particles adhering to the uncleaned cloth and the weight-based
composition. This is in the range of the values in the literature for various mine sites [28].

Table 3. EDX analysis of adhering particles for the used filter cloth based on weight.

Element Si Al Fe K Ca Mn Other

Adhering particles/µg cm−2 769 100 1402 60 52 137 1117
Ratio/% 31 4 56 2 1 5 31
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Figure 1. SEM image (85×) of the industrial used (blinded) iron ore tailings filter cloth surface
showing the blocked particles between and within the fibers.

For the nozzle cleaning tests, circular filter media samples out of the industrially used
cloths of the iron ore mine were prepared and sprayed, as shown in Figure 2, which can be
used after cleaning for a permeability determination in a pressure nutsch. First, specimens
with a diameter of 75 mm were cut from the 2 m × 2 m tailings filter fabric. In the next step,
these were sealed at the edge with liquid rubber, corresponding to the size encountered by
the cleaning jet to adjust flux. This was followed by the assembly and the cleaning of the
cloth using the nozzle test setup.
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Figure 2. Methodology of permeability test samples preparation including jet cleaning.

The test setup consisted of a positive displacement pump (axial piston pump with three
pistons of a high-pressure cleaner (Kärcher HD 6/15 C Plus, Alfons Kärcher, Winnenden,
Germany) and a 60◦ full cone nozzle (4906041YCE000, Lechler, Metzingen, Germany). A
full cone nozzle was selected since it provides a uniform distribution of the liquid and
the impinging area respective to the impinging impact is well defined in comparison to a
flat nozzle [34]. An impinging angle of 90◦ was selected since this ensures a uniform flux
distribution at the entire impinging area for a full cone nozzle [34]. Furthermore, flatter
impinging angles reduce the impact force according to Werner et al. [35].

Measurements determined a constant flow rate of tap water at a value of 7.5 ± 0.1 L/min
(1.25 ± 0.02 10−4 m3s−1) with a water temperature of 12.5 ± 0.1 ◦C at a pressure of
1.6 ± 0.1 MPa. The measured electrical power requirement for this setup is 1.19 ± 0.02 kW.
The full cone nozzle has a diameter of 2.05 mm at its narrowest point, which corresponds
to an average velocity of 38 ± 1 m s−1 (Re = 6.4 ± 0.1 × 104) in this part of the nozzle.
For the variation of the volumetric flux impinging on the filter sample, the impingement
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area of the cone was calculated based on the geometric data and the distance between
the nozzle and filter media sample was adjusted. According to Werner et al., the cleaning
distance should be within the core area of a jet or slightly above [16]. The core area apex is
system-dependent but as a rule of thumb a distance-nozzle-diameter (DND) ratio of 5 can
be assumed [36]. In addition, too small distances may inhibit cleaning due to a back
flux. Therefore, as boundary values, a minimum impact diameter of 10 mm was chosen
(DND ratio 4.2). As a maximum impinging diameter, 50 mm was set since this is the
diameter of the pressure nutsch used for permeability determination. Within the range of
the distance between the nozzle and cloth from 8.7 to 43.3 mm, the flux and, therefore, the
jet force respective jet-impinging pressure changes drastically. Table 4 gives a schematic
illustration of the geometric relations using a cross-cut, positions of the test samples and
resulting characteristics.

Table 4. Characteristics of the full cone nozzle, filter cloth sample positions and impinging areas.

Characteristics Test Setup

Schematic illustration
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Impinging diameter/mm 10 14 22 50
Distance/mm 8.7 12.1 19.1 43.3

DND ratio 4.2 5.9 9.3 21.1
Impinging area/mm2 79.2 153.3 382.0 1963.5

Flux/m3s−1m−2 1.58 0.82 0.33 0.06

It is not possible to predict from which side cleaning will be more effective [16]. For
this reason, the variation of the flux and the spray time were carried out for a spraying
from the front (cake side) as well as from the back. It should be noted that in industrial
applications, only front-wash would be possible without disassembling the cloths and,
thus, significantly lower downtime. However, spraying from the front possibly involves
the risk of transporting particles deeper into the filter medium [37].

The setup shown in Figure 3 was used to position the specimen. The sample holder
consisted of a support plate, backing cloth and a frame for clamping. The support plate,
attached to a stand, has a cavity in the area behind the specimen, which is equipped with
drainage channels for water passing through to the bottom and air inlet channels at the
top. A coarse metal square mesh (mesh size 2 mm, wire diameter 1 mm) was used as a
backing cloth. The clamping frame fixed the specimen and the backing cloth to the support
plate and had an inner diameter of 60 mm and an angled transition to ensure the possibility
of jet flow off to the side. This is essential for the displacement of dirt particles removed
during spraying and absorbed in the cleaning fluid.
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Figure 3. Design of the sample holder of the nozzle test station consisting of a support plate onto
which the filter media sample and a backing cloth are fixed with a clamping frame.

2.4. Evaluation of the Cleaning Performance

As a quantitative measurement to evaluate the cleaning performance, flow tests
using a pressure nutsch according to VDI standard 2762 developed for lab filtration were
performed. In the nutsch, the filter medium is fixed between a funnel at the bottom and a
cylinder [38]. The cylinder can be closed and pressurized with compressed air. Clear water
was filled in the cylinder above the medium and conveyed through the sample by applying
a slight overpressure. By measuring the permeation of water gravimetrically at the fixed
pressure, the filter medium clear water flow resistance RM, clear water can be calculated using
an adapted version of Darcy’s law (Equation (1)). RM, clear water is dependent on the flow
area A, the measured mass flow

.
m, the density of the fluid ρFluid, the applied pressure

difference ∆p and the dynamic viscosity of the fluid ηFluid. This resistance is the reciprocal
value to the permeability of the fabric.

RM, clear water =
A
.

m
·ρFluid·

∆p
ηFluid

(1)

Furthermore, the ratio of the resulting mass flow through the cleaned sample to the
mass flow of the used fabric according to Equation (2) is used to discuss the cleaning effect.

Flow ratio =

.
mM,cleaned

.
mM,used

=
RM, used

RM, cleaned
(2)

The flow ratio allows a final labeling of the cleaning parameter combinations and is
based on a threshold value for the improvement of the flow to a certain ratio. Based on
this, the selection of an optimal parameter combination can then be evaluated to reduce
the demand of spray water. For this purpose, the theoretical area-specific water demand
VWater, area speci f ic is calculated by multiplying spray flux and spray time tCleaning. In addi-
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tion, there is a factor that considers the necessary overlapping of several nozzles during
surface cleaning (Equation (3)). The Lechler company specifies an overlap of the impinging
surfaces of 1

4 to 1
3 [34]. Here, the conservative factor of 1

3 is used.

VWater, area speci f ic =
3
2
·FluxCleaning·tCleaning (3)

Based on the measurement of the electrical power demand of the test setup including
one nozzle PElectric,single nozzle in operation, the overlap factor for a multiple nozzle appli-
cation, the cleaned area by one nozzle ACleaning, single nozzle and spray time, the calculation
of the required electrical energy for cleaning per square meter EElectric, area speci f ic is carried
out according to Equation (4).

EElectric, area speci f ic = PElectric, single nozzle·
1

2
3 ·ACleaning, single nozzle

·tCleaning (4)

3. Results and Discussion

For nozzle cleaning from the front (cake side) as well as from the back, the filter media
flow resistances measured by means of flow-through tests are presented in this chapter
and compared with the industrially used (blinded) and unused conditions. Originally, the
apparatus used to perform the tests was developed for filtration tests instead of permeability
tests. From these, important parameters are obtained for the design of a filter apparatus,
primarily the filter cake resistance and the filter medium resistance. The latter is not the
same as the pure flow resistance. The filter media resistance is the resistance including the
first particle layer of the filter cake, which forms the particle bridges that then act as a filter
media themselves. However, the measurement of the filter medium resistance based on
filtration tests is not suitable for the specification of the state of blinding or its regeneration
as the effect of bridging prevents quantification [29]. Therefore, permeability tests are
necessary. In this article, a t-distribution of the parameter resistance is assumed and, in
addition to the estimate of the mean value, the range of the 50% confidence level is given.
Moreover, a listing and evaluation of the area-specific requirement of water for cleaning,
calculated from the resistance values is carried out. Furthermore, electric energy demand
per square meter is determined as well as approximated cleaning costs. Finally, an optical
investigation of different cleaning states is carried out.

3.1. Front-Wash Cleaning Performance and Water Demand

The filter media flow resistance data achieved by front-washing for the different
spray times are plotted over the flux in Figure 4. As a reference, the unused and used
state of the cloth is given as a dot-dashed and a dashed line and the mean values are
exemplarily connected to illustrate the cleaning performance tendency for the lowest spray
time. Starting at the value of the industrially used blinded cloth at 2.43 × 1011 m−1, the
flow resistance is drastically decreasing for each investigated spray time and the lowest
flux (0.06 m3 m−2 s−1) ranging between 1 × 109 m−1 and 1 × 1010 m−1. However, the
value for the filter media resistance for the unused state (4.33 × 108 m−1) is not reached. At
higher flux values, differences resulting from the various spray times are more pronounced.
Concerning the shortest spray time of 5 s, there is only a slight improvement and values
do not fall below 1 × 109 m−1 at a flux of 0.33 m3 m−2 s−1 and over. In contrast, higher
spray times starting from 30 s reach resistances in the range of the unused cloth. This
quantitatively shows that it is possible to clean the iron ore tailings blinding in the multifile
fiber cloth using a water full cone nozzle jet from the front. Furthermore, it can be stated
that the cleaning performance is more dependent on flux than on spray time.
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Figure 4. Filter media flow resistance after front-wash cleaning for the different spray times over flux.
Blinded (after 1000 filtration cycles) and unused state are depicted as a reference with a dot-dashed
and a dashed line.

Of great interest to operators and suppliers of filter presses is ensuring adequate
cleaning at the lowest possible cost. Therefore, a cleaning parameter combination has to
be determined by combining a low enough filter media flow resistance at low water con-
sumption. To give a guideline, a resistance threshold of the resistances must be determined
at first. This can be achieved by means of the flow ratio. Therefore, two aspects must be
considered: First, complete cleaning of the blinded cloth and thus the production of the
flow rate of the unused condition is very costly and not reasonable. A low number of
adhering particles supports the formation of particle bridges at the beginning of filtration
and, thus, reduces the turbidity impact at the beginning of cake filtration. Second, the
flow ratio of the unused to the industrially used cloth state is 560. For this reason, further
evaluation of the cleaning performance assumes that an improvement of the flow rate
by a factor of 100 compared to the blinded condition is targetable. This refers to a filter
media flow resistance of 2.43 × 109 m−1. Table 5 shows all parameter combinations of
the cleaning study with a colored background showing whether the cleaning resulted
in a flow resistance above this threshold (red) or below (green). The listed value is the
theoretical water demand per square meter calculated from flux and spray time. It can be
observed that there is a region of low flux and low spray times where cleaning performance
is insufficient. Furthermore, the successful cleaning parameter combination having the
lowest water demand of 2.5 m3 is highlighted, which results from a 5 s spray time using
a flux of 0.33 m3 m−2 s−1 and including the overlap factor for a multiple nozzle setup.
Reaching a good effect at short spray times is beneficial in an additional manner: it will
keep the down time as low as possible. The water requirement of 2.5 m3 is not insignificant
but the water might be recovered in the process.
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Table 5. Water demand per square meter for all front-wash cleaning parameter combinations. The
color background is based on the cleaning performance. A cleaning performance above the threshold
of a one-hundred-fold increase in flow in relation to the blinded cloth is marked in green and
insufficient regeneration in red. Highlighted in dark green is the successful combination with the
lowest water demand.

Spray Time/s

5 15 30 60 120 180

Flux/m3 m−2 s−1

0.06 0.5 m3 m−2 1.4 m3 m−2 2.9 m3 m−2 5.7 m3 m−2 11.5 m3 m−2 17.2 m3 m−2

0.33 2.5 m3 m−2 7.4 m3 m−2 14.8 m3 m−2 29.6 m3 m−2 59.2 m3 m−2 88.8 m3 m−2

0.82 6.1 m3 m−2 18.3 m3 m−2 36.5 m3 m−2 73.1 m3 m−2 146.2 m3 m−2 219.2 m3 m−2

1.58 11.9 m3 m−2 35.8 m3 m−2 71.6 m3 m−2 143.2 m3 m−2 286.5 m3 m−2 429.7 m3 m−2

3.2. Back-Wash Cleaning Performance and Water Demand

Cleaning performance for back-wash is shown with the filter media flow resistance
data in Figure 5. Analogous to the front-wash results, values for the different spray times
are plotted over the flux including a dot-dashed and a dashed line of the blinded and
unused state of the investigated tailings filter cloth as a reference. Again, the mean values
of the shortest spray time are exemplarily connected to illustrate cleaning performance
tendency. While there is a reduction in resistances for all spray times at the lowest flux, it is
not as effective in this cleaning orientation as in the front-wash scenario. Furthermore, these
values are subject to greater uncertainties. The values of the lowest flux (0.06 m3 m−2 s−1)
are between 1 × 109 m−1 and 1 × 1011 m−1. Although a further decrease with a higher
flux can be observed, only a few regeneration parameter combinations reach values below
1 × 109 m−1. In terms of tendency, the curves are flatter. Furthermore, the highest flux in
combination with spray times of 60 s to 180 s achieves resistances in the range of the unused
filter medium and, thus, a complete cleaning. These are fewer combinations than with the
front-wash. In conclusion, cleaning from the back with the jet of the full cone nozzle is
lower in efficiency than the front-wash for the blinded iron ore filter media investigated.
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This difference to front-wash can also be seen by considering the water demand per
square meter calculated using Equation (3) in Table 6. The region in which an increase in
flow by at least a factor of 100 is achieved is smaller compared to front-wash. Therefore,
it includes combinations of higher flux and longer spray time for back-wash. The lowest
water demand for sufficient cleaning reaching the threshold of 2.43 × 109 m−1 is 6.1 m3 m−2

including the overlap factor. This results from a flux of 0.33 m3 m−2 s−1 and a spray time
of 5 s.

Table 6. Water demand per square meter for all back-wash cleaning parameter combinations. The
color background is based on the cleaning performance. A cleaning above the threshold of a
one-hundred-fold increase in flow in relation to the blinded cloth is marked in green and insuf-
ficient regeneration in red. Highlighted in dark green is the successful combination with the lowest
water demand.

Spray Time/s

5 15 30 60 120 180

Flux/m3 m−2 s−1

0.06 0.5 m3 m−2 1.4 m3 m−2 2.9 m3 m−2 5.7 m3 m−2 11.5 m3 m−2 17.2 m3 m−2

0.33 2.5 m3 m−2 7.4 m3 m−2 14.8 m3 m−2 29.6 m3 m−2 59.2 m3 m−2 88.8 m3 m−2

0.82 6.1 m3 m−2 18.3 m3 m−2 36.5 m3 m−2 73.1 m3 m−2 146.2 m3 m−2 219.2 m3 m−2

1.58 11.9 m3 m−2 35.8 m3 m−2 71.6 m3 m−2 143.2 m3 m−2 286.5 m3 m−2 429.7 m3 m−2

3.3. Electric Energy Demand

The electric energy demand per square meter was calculated for each combination
of spray time and flux according to Equation (4) and is shown in Table 7. Concerning
the threshold of sufficient cleaning for a flow rate improvement of 100, this results in a
requirement of 391 kWh m−2 for front-wash and 966 kWh m−2 for back-wash. However,
this is based on a parallel operation of full cone nozzles and one pump per nozzle and,
therefore, the starting point of an optimization by an adapted pump selection.

Table 7. Electric energy demand per square meter for all cleaning parameter combinations. High-
lighted are the successful combination with the lowest water demand for front- and back-wash.

Spray Time/s

5 15 30 60 120 180

Flux/m3 m−2 s−1

0.06 76 kWh m−2 227 kWh m−2 455 kWh m−2 909 kWh m−2 1818 kWh m−2 2727 kWh m−2

0.33 391 kWh m−2 1174 kWh m−2 2348 kWh m−2 4696 kWh m−2 9391 kWh m−2 14,087 kWh m−2

0.82 966 kWh m−2 2899 kWh m−2 5798 kWh m−2 11,596 kWh m−2 23,191 kWh m−2 34,787 kWh m−2

1.58 1894 kWh m−2 5682 kWh m−2 11,364 kWh m−2 22,727 kWh m−2 45,455 kWh m−2 68,182 kWh m−2

3.4. Calculation of Cleaning Costs

The calculation of the cleaning price refers to data from Kruyswijk, who estimated a
water price of EUR 2 m−3 and an electric energy price of EUR 0.1 kWh−1 for the comparison
of processing tailings as a paste and dry stacking in 2021 [39]. Furthermore, a USD to EUR
exchange rate of 1/1 is assumed. Combining water and electric energy prices, the cleaning
of the blinded iron ore tailings filtration cloth by using a front-wash costs approximately
USD 39 m−2 for parallel operation of full cone nozzles and one pump per nozzle with the
condition to increase the flow rate at least by a factor of 100. The cleaning costs presented
refer to the operating costs (Opex) without the procurement of the equipment (Capex).
However, a cost reduction would be possible by improving pump selection. Moreover, the
consideration is strongly dependent on the specification of the required cleaning efficiency,
i.e., increase in volume flow compared to the blinded state. The assumption of a factor of
100 as a threshold must be verified on a pilot plant. Furthermore, the prices for electricity,
water and filter fabric have to be considered depending on the application and its location
in order to be able to evaluate the economic efficiency. As a result, filter cloth spray washing
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is competitive to the replacement of the fabric at mid two-digit USD m−2 range. In addition,
reduction of plastic waste by lifetime increase is a further benefit of spray cleaning instead
of cloth change.

3.5. Optical Investigation

During the first seconds of the spray cleaning, absorption of adhering particles by
the impinging water jet was observed. The water draining to the side had an increased
turbidity corresponding to the same color as the tailings. For this reason, collected wash
water should be processed before reuse.

Figure 6 shows SEM images with 80× magnification of the cloths regenerated using
different cleaning combinations. In addition, selected pores at the crossing points of the
fibers are pictured in detail (350×).
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Figure 6. SEM images (80×) of different filter cloth states. (a) Insufficient cleaning resulting in a
resistance of 3.24 × 1010 m−1. (b) Threshold cleaning (resistance 2.20 × 109 m−1). (c) Excessive
cleaning causing the fraying of multifile fibers (resistance 1.94 × 108 m−1).

Figure 6a shows an insufficient back-wash cleaning at the shortest spray time (5 s) and
lowest flux (0.06 m3 m−2 s−1) resulting in a resistance value of 3.24 × 1010 m−1. A large
number of particles can be seen in the pores where the fibers cross and inside the multifile
fibers. Therefore, the appearance is slightly browner compared to the other specimens.
The sample in the middle (Figure 6b, front-wash, flux 0.06 m3 m−2 s−1, spray time 180 s)
has a lower but still visible load of solids. Especially within the multifile fibers, there is a
reduction. With a resistance of 2.20 × 109 m−1, this specimen is just below the assumed
threshold for successful cleaning of 2.43 × 109 m−1. Figure 6c shows an image of a sample
with a very intensive cleaning (front-wash, flux 1.58 m3 m−2 s−1, spray time 180 s, resistance
1.94 × 108 m−1). While only a few adhering particles can be seen, short pieces of protruding
filament from the multifilament fibers are noticeable. This indicates excessive mechanical
stress by the jet and an incipient undesirable destruction respective fraying of the multifile
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fibers. It can be emphasized that intensive cleaning, therefore, has a negative effect on
the fabric.

4. Conclusions

Due to the increasing mining of minerals, safe storage of the residues, for example
by dry stacking, is necessary. The filter cloths of the filter presses used in this process
become blinded and have to be replaced or regenerated in order to maintain economical
operation. Therefore, a large number of filter press suppliers in the mining sector offer
nozzle cleaning as an add-on device for their apparatuses. However, the regeneration of
filter cloth blinding using nozzles is based on general experience and not yet quantified by
structured experiments. Investigations of continuous full cone nozzle cleaning on an iron
ore tailings cloth have shown that the flux of the impinging jet, the spray time and the spray
direction have decisive influences. A higher flux increases the cleaning effect significantly,
whereas extended spray time results only in a slight improvement. Furthermore, a front-
wash is more effective than a back-wash. Care must be taken in the design of the cleaning
system to avoid damaging the fabrics by excessive force.

Front-wash cleaning with a flux of 0.33 m3 m−2 s−1 and a spray time of 5 s achieves
a hundredfold filter media flow rate compared to the blinded state. This is equivalent to
a water demand of 2.5 m3 m−2 and electric energy demand of 391 kWh m−2. Theoretical
considerations of water and energy requirements show that the costs of nozzle cleaning
(USD 39 m−2) are the same as those of fabric replacement. Therefore, jet cleaning and
reusing are beneficial since they save a large amount of plastic waste. Furthermore, the
possibility of successful cleaning of the blinding has an impact on the fabric selection. In
particular, abrasion resistance increases in importance.
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