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Women’ s Independence: The Significance of “Work
Obligation’ for Alexandra Kollontai

MINAMI Connie

Abstract

In conjunction with the International Women’ s Day on March 8, 2022, the Japanese
government announced ‘women’ s economic independence’ as a national policy, with a view
to overcome the declining working population, economic stagnation, and impoverishment
of women in Japan and reach a gender-equal society on par with developed countries. There
are no clear solutions to the gender wage gap and non-regular employment issues that have
emerged, but the abolition of the third grade of the national pension plan is the key to getting
rid of dependents. In 1980, the number of households with male workers and unemployed
women was twice that of double-income households; however, since 1992, these numbers
have reversed.

Although the social structure had changed 30 years ago, even in 2023, a system that
deviates from reality is still in use. According to the White Paper on Gender Equality 2020,
half of the women will live to be 90 years of age or older, and the number of women over 100
is approximately seven times that of men.

Needless to say, the medical and pension systems that allow people to live safely and
peacefully even in old age are supported by labour and tax payments. The working population
continues to decline in a super-aging society; therefore, to continue to provide sustainable
welfare and medical care, it is necessary for each individual, regardless of the economic
situation, to fulfil the three major obligations of the Constitution: work, pay taxes, and obtain
an education. Radical reforms are necessary to ensure that all workers have an obligation to
contribute to society by sustaining their willingness to work. In this study, the significance and
importance of the ‘obligation to work™ policy for women advocated by the Soviet politician,

Alexandra Kollontai, which has been in place for over a century, will be examined.



