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Abstract

The document introduced in this paper was recorded by Komajiro Sato(1881~1950), a manager in Kita-
no-shinchi, Osaka, and is a ledger of geikos in his shop. The ledger is a 30-year record from 1912 to 1941,
with the names of 470 geikos.

There are no known historical materials, although there should have been one that recorded the
movement of the geikos for a long period. Since geiko's tenure is a basic material to know their working
status, the ledger introduced in this paper is a rare document.
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From the ledger, we can learn about the relationship between geiko shops in Kita-no-shinchi. When one

store goes out of business, another takes over geikos. In addition, the newly opened geiko is registered

as the younger sister of the geiko of another shop. In the pre-war period, cooperation beyond the store is

recognized in Osaka Kita-no-shinchi. The ledger is valuable historical material in this respect.
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