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The Transition of Events Surrounding
the Nagasaki Atomic Bomb (1)

Akira WATAKABE
ABSTRACT

This article describes the events surrounding the Nagasaki atomic bomb in 1955,
1965 and 1975. The data were collected from the local newspaper, The Nagasaki Shim-
bun. The study intends to describe all the events that appeared in this newspaper pub-
lished in the first half of August of the three abovementioned years.

Using this information, this study revealed the characteristics of the events of each
year. In 1955, the events presented two features, namely, those related to the Nagasaki
Peace Statue, such as an unveiling ceremony and those held by labor unions. The fea-
ture of the events in 1965 is they were related to the movement to ban atomic and hy-
drogen bombs. In 1975, the events were held during a period of prayer for world
peace. The chairman of the committee at the time was the mayor. Second, the majority
of public elementary and junior high schools made their students go to school on Au-
gust 9.

In conclusion, this study described and compared commemorative events in rela-
tion to the Nagasaki atomic bombing incident. In 1955 and 1965, groups of social
movements held certain events. In 1975, however, administrative groups held certain
events. This transition implied that the administration had gained its power after the
movement to ban atomic and hydrogen bombs split into 3 main groups.

Key Words: sociology of warfare, the Nagasaki atomic bomb, events



