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Early Communication from the Perspective of Negotiation

— Co-Construction of Shared Vocabulary Formation with

a Congenitally Deaf-Blind Infant —
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Abstract

This study examined mutual communication with an infant with congenital deaf-blindness

disabilities from the perspective of negotiation.

In the collaborative activities between the child and the participants, we ensured there was
sufficient interaction to avoid a one-way “teaching-learning” approach: value the “response” of the
participants from beginning to end; read the child’'s intentions in the context of his movements and
activities through mutual interactions; and use “language” that allows the child to engage and
communicate with others. We tried our best to use “language” that would allow us to engage and
communicate with the child through mutual interaction. In this endeavor, the following processes were
followed: (1) the child’s spontaneous expression of gestural behavior, (2) confirmation of the

expression of that behavior, (3) proposal of interpretation of meaning by the person involved and the

child’s acceptance or rejection, and (4) sharing of meaning between the two. We also added some

thoughts on the development process of negotiation.
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