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Location of the Mars



The Training Ship Mars, Dundee Central Library 



The Training Ship Mars, Dundee Central Library 

New perspectives

• Imperial History
•Family History
•Care Experienced History



The Training 
Ship System

• Reformatory school ships

• Industrial school ships

• Charity and voluntary ships
• Officer training schools

Boys of the training ship Wellesley from the Illustrated London News 2 December 1876



• 1807 Mutiny Act frees all serving enslaved 
soldiers in the West India Regiments.

• Apprenticeship of emancipated Africans 
ends in 1838. 

• Convict transportation schemes ended in 
1857.

• First training ship, the HMS Ganges, was 
launched in the same year that the 1854 
Youthful Offenders Act and the 
Reformatory Schools (Scotland) Act 1854.

• 1858 Commission on Manning the Navy 
recommended the creation of a fleet of 
training ships.



The Mars boys

• Committed by a magistrate

• Referred by the Royal Scottish 
Society for Prevention of Cruelty 
to Children

• Voluntary admittance











Boy 971
Admission Record: 7 Dec 1877

Discharge Record: 10 Dec 1879 Follow up: Jan 1881

The Mars Archive
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