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...with class!

Exclusive art you'll be
proud to display in
your home or office —
the first two in South
Carolina Wildlife's
Medallion Series of

posters!

From the Lowcountry,
a surreal image of a
windswept Carolina
bay; from the Upstate,
the cool beauty of
Rainbow Falls. Each
measures 22" x 30".
Shipped rolled and

ready to frame.

Waterfall Poster;
Wetlands Poster.
$9.95 each, or order
both and save! Set of
Medallion Posters,

$15.95.
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DIRECTIONS

FOR THE LAST COUPLE OF ISSUES I have devoted most of this

column to what we as an agency and a state are doing to protect
treasured lands and habitat, such as the Jocassee Gorges (including
the area known as the Horsepasture) in the Upstate, and many others.
I've also emphasized our need to educate our children and
grandchildren to the wonders of the natural world.

In this issue, it is my special pleasure to announce the availability
of a guide to the Palmetto State’s remarkably diverse flora and fauna,
the South Carolina Nature Viewing Guide. The guide has been made
possible by another great partnership effort, one involving
Department of Natural Resources staff and a group of cooperators
outlined in the article on page 34, “Nature To Go.” By combining
their resources and expertise, these cooperators have produced what I
consider to be a “treasure map” to South Carolina’s natural wonders.
Residents and visitors alike will enjoy using the Nature Viewing Guide
to increase their understanding and appreciation of our state’s natural
wealth, from the mountains to the sea.

Many visitors to our great state cite outdoor recreation as one of
the principal reasons for coming to South Carolina, and this guide
will make it easier for all of us to enjoy and learn more about our
natural resources. And the more we as citizens and visitors know
about these living wonders, the more we will éppreciate them and
work to ensure that they are sustained for future generations to
appreciate. Identifying and learning about the plants and animals one
sees can increase the enjoyment and understanding of the
interconnections among all living things and can remind us of our
stewardship responsibilities.

I hope you will take time to read “Nature To Go,” then get a copy
of the guide and use it. | know you will enjoy it.

— Paul A. Sandifer
Director, SCDNR
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DNR — Working for you, naturally.

for and steward of the
state’s natural resources.
The Department of Natural
Resources develops and implements policies and
programs for the conservation management,
utilization and protection of the state’s natural
resources based upon scienxifically sound resource
assessment and monitoring, applied research,
technology transfer, comprehensive planning, public
education, technical assistance and constituent
involvement. The Department of Natural Resources
is pro-active in protecting the state’s natural

resources for use and enjoyment by future generations
of South Carolinians.

David M. Beasley, Governor of South Carolina
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EVENTS

Spring into South Carolina’s outdoors, through live animal displays, art exhibits,

new hunting and fishing equipment and more at the Palmetto Sportsmen’s Classic, March 27-29.

MARCH-JUNE.
“Hooked On Fishing, Not On Drugs”
Fishing Rodeos. Held in eight SCDNR
law enforcement districts. Parents and kids
15 years old and under enjoy a day of
fishing together; baits and poles provided;
free to the public; prizes; awards; food.
Locations and dates: May 2 — Star Fort
Pond, Ninety Six, Capt. Stanley Smith,
(803) 637-3397; Johns Creek, Union Co.,
First Sgt. Wayne Hutchinson, (803) 684-
4078, or Alice Riddle, U.S. Forest Service,
(864) 427-9858; May 9 — Lick Fork Lake,
Edgefield, Capt. Stanley Smith. This
program is sponsored by the DNR and the
Harry Hampton Memorial Wildlife Fund.
Contact district captains or Law Enforcement
Division for additional dates and locations
at SCDNR, P.O. Box 167, Columbia, SC
29202-0167, (803) 734-4002.

MARCH 27-29.
Palmetto Sportsmen’s Classic. State
Fairgrounds, Columbia. Three-day event
for outdoor enthusiasts of all ages with
wildlife art exhibits, equipment on display
and for sale, seminars by Jim Fowler of Wild
Kingdom, Okefenokee Joe and others, deer
rack scoring/display, games and fishing
booth for kids, hunting dog retrieving and
wildlife-cooking demonstrations, state
duck-calling contest, Running Wild 5K
road race, Buckmasters Indoor Bow
Qualifier competition for men and women,
5,500-gallon “Hawg Trough” aquarium,
auctions, fishing booth for kids, door prizes,
SCW’s outdoor photography print
exhibition, live animal displays,
entertainment, recycling, food; fee.
Contact PSC, P.O. Box 167, Columbia,
SC 29202-0167, (803) 734-3888.

MARCH 28.
Kids Day. Finlay Park, Columbia. Family-
oriented festival with exhibitors, games, arts
and crafts, food vendors, and lots of other
activities for children. Contact Columbia
Action Council, 722 Blanding Street,
Columbia, SC 29201, (803) 343-8750.

APRIL 3, 10, 17, 24.
Coastal Kayaking. Hunting Island.
Explore Hunting Island lagoon, search for
seashells, observe wildlife from a kayak;

“Men In Boat” by Darrell Weston, Chapin;
from the 1997 South Carolina Wildlife/
Palmetto Sportsmen’s Classic photo competition.

equipment provided; bring drinking water,
a snack, and suitable clothing; fee; pre-
register. Contact Hunting Island State
Park, 2555 Sea Island Parkway, Hunting
Island, SC 29920, (803) 838-2011.

APRIL 4.
Flyfishing Workshop. Columbia. Sessions
on equipment, flycasting, artificial flies,
boats and great fishing spots; fee; register by
March 31. Contact Sesquicentennial State
Park, 9564 Two Notch Road, Columbia,
SC 29223, (803) 788-2706.

APRIL 4-5.
21st Annual Spring Jubilee. Pendleton.
Arts and crafts, historic tours, bike rides,
entertainment, food. Contact Pendleton
District Commission, P.O. Box 565,
Pendleton, SC 29670, 1-800-862-1795.

APRIL 18.
National Boykin Spaniel Society
Hunting Test. Rimini. Boykin spaniel
competition featuring open, intermediate,
novice, and puppy classes, including tests
on both land and water; a children’s
handling stake competition; fee; awards.
Contact Boykin Spaniel Society, P.O. Box
2047, Camden, SC 29020, (803) 425-1032.

APRIL 24-26.
NatureFest 1998. Columbia. Nature
programs and guided walks through the
Congaree Swamp National Monument;
pre-register. Contact Park Naturalist Fran
Rametta, Congaree Swamp National
Monument, 200 Caroline Sims Read,
Columbia, SC 29061, (803) 776-4396.

APRIL 25.
1998 National Timber and Wildlife
Expo. Saluda. Arts, crafts, photo contest
depicting Saluda County and its wildlife,
logging demonstration, turkey-calling
contest and other activities. Contact
Pamela Webb, Saluda County Chamber of
Commerce, Law Range Street, Saluda, SC
29138, (803) 445-3055.

APRIL 26.
Blessing of the Fleet and Seafood
Festival. Mt. Pleasant. Arts and crafts
show and sale, blessing of the fleet, shrimp-
eating contest, educational displays,
entertainment. Contact Mt. Pleasant
Recreation Commission, 391 Egypt Road,
Mt. Pleasant, SC 29464, (803) 884-2538.

MAY 1-29.
H.L. Hunley Exhibit. Moncks Corner.
Learn about the first submarine to sink a
ship in battle. H.L. Hunley display, part of
the State Museum’s Traveling Exhibit,
includes an underwater video of the wreck,
a historical collage and a scale model of the
ship. Contact Mary Bell, Old Santee Canal
State Park, 900 Stony Landing Road,
Moncks Corner, SC 29461, (803) 899-5200.

MAY 2.
Lowcountry Shrimp Festival.
McClellanville. Seafood dishes, blessing
of the fleet ceremony, live entertainment
and other activities. Contact Archibald
Rutledge Academy, P.O. Box 520,
McClellanville, SC 29458, (803) 887-3323.

NOTE: Dates are subject to change, so
call before traveling to an event. To list an
event, send information three months in
advance of the magazine’s publication date to
Tricia Way, South Carolina Wildlife,
P.O. Box 167, Columbia, SC 292020167,
(803) 734-3972 or e-mail TriciaW@
scdnr . state.sc.us.
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Our Pleasure

Thank you for the excellent
piece on the Sewee Educational
Center in your January-February
1998 issue. (See “Field Trip.”)
As a member of the board of
directors for the S.C. Center For
Birds Of Prey, 1 was especially
pleased to see the favorable
comments you made about our
program in the article.
Sam E. McCuen
Lexington

Cotton Matters

I want to tell you how much I
enjoyed your article on railroads
in South Carolina in the
November-December 1997
issue. I was particularly
interested in the panoramic
picture of the bales of cotton
near the Southern Cotton Oil
Company in Columbia.

Having been in the cotton
business since 1950, it struck me
as to the condition of the 1,500
or more bales of cotton that
appeared to have been burned
or damaged by fire. In the
background one could see some
cotton sheds that had burned.
Also, there were piles of loose
cotton that had been picked
from the bales. The leaning
bales or rows of cotton lined up
were all smoked.

I know from my experience
this problem occurred often.
The article brought back many
memories of those days.

W.F. Thompson
Thompson & Wallace
Cotton Co.

Marion

Fire For Flowers

I enjoyed reading “Up From
the Ashes” in the September-
October 1997 issue of South
Carolina Wildlife magazine. I am
a forester with the S.C. Forestry

4 South Carolina Wildie

Commission (SCFC) and have
worked with Johnny Stowe of
the state DNR in conducting
controlled burns on two
Heritage Preserve tracts in Lee
County. One was the
Lynchburg Savanna, which was
featured in the article with
beautiful floral photographs.

This opportunity to work
with Johnny has been like a
refresher course in botany —
my undergraduate degree. To
manage these fire-dependent
coastal savannas and to explore
and discover various
wildflowers, such as pitcher-
plants, orchids and sundews, has
been very rewarding.

This relationship, SCFC with
SCDNR, has proven beneficial
not only for the two natural
resources agencies, but also for
these coastal savannas with
their fire-dependent flora.
Michael Bozzo
Wedgefield

Come On Down!

I would like a copy of your
March-April 1997 magazine.
The Shore Village Museum of
Rockland, Maine, says that
issue of your magazine has an
outstanding 10-page feature
titled “Carolina Lights.” I plan
to visit some of these
lighthouses next April. (I have
seen more than 525 lighthouses
around the country so far.)
Charles G. Beckstead
Adams, NY

Too Much Hunting

My wife and I picked up an
issue of your publication in a
doctor’s office one year ago. We
really liked the magazine, and
being new to South Carolina,
we signed up for a year. Over
the year there have been many
articles that we have enjoyed,

and we have learned many
interesting facts about our new
state. You have also filled our
weekends with many trips to
places that we have found
through your magazine.
However, we are going to
discontinue our subscription to
South Carolina Wildlife. We feel
that the amount of space spent
on hunting articles is not to our
benefit. We do understand the
role of hunting in South
Carolina, and your magazine
does an excellent job
explaining the need for the
sport. | have never been a
hunter (unless you count catch-
and-release fishing), and I have
never understood the want to
kill an animal for sport. I find it
somewhat disturbing to see a
magazine show pictures of
animals on one page, then
show hunters killing them on
another. | am not an animal
rights activist, and I do realize
that hunters are a group of
people that really do care about
the outdoors and the
preservation of wildlife. I just
do not want to read a magazine
that has articles on hunting and
see pictures of the activities.
S. Fidrych

By e-mail

Editors’ Note: We wonder to
what pictures you refer? South
Carolina Wildlife is a publication
of the state Department of Natural
Resources, which is charged with
conserving, managing, using and
protecting the state’s natural
resources. The agency regards
hunting as not only a traditional
and popular sport but also a
wildlife management tool. We
promote hunting in South
Carolina as one of the many
outdoor activities available to, and
enjoyed by, a majority of our

readers. However, we do not run
“kill shots.” Instead, we use
photographs of animals, people
and landscapes to illustrate our
articles in a way that dll readers

may enjoy.

Familiar Refrain

I have really enjoyed my gift
subscription to SCW over the
past year. | grew up in South
Carolina and return often for
visits. There is no place like
home, and South Carolina is so
beautiful and has so much to
offer. The magazine is a
wonderful way to keep in touch
with the beauty of our
wonderful state!
Inez Lambert
Universal City, TX

Capers’ Caretaker

A couple of years ago while
visiting Capers [sland with
friends from Summerville, |
encountered a delightful 80-
something-year-old man
named Mac McCaskill. He was
on a tractor mowing the foot
paths. Evidently this old guy
was, and still is, the DNR’s
custodian for the island. Just
who is Mac McCaskill?
Bill Noris
Wilmington, NC

Editors’ Note: McCaskill, a
former law enforcement officer
who served in Horry and
Charleston counties for 46 years,
has been the DNR'’s “park
ranger” on Capers Island since
1980. He splits his time between
Capers Island and his home in
Awendaw near the Francis
Marion National Forest. In 1987
when McCaskill was 72 and
facing pressure to retire, laser
beam inventor Charles Tounes
toured the island and intervened
on his behalf on the mandatory



retirement issue. He will remain at
Capers (to the benefit of the
DNR) until he decides it's time to
stop his work there.

In Search Of The Falls
While visiting Oconee
Station State Park last week,
we looked into exploring
waterfalls in the area. We used
a S.C. Wildlife publication
called Finding the Falls — A
guide to twenty-five of the
upstate’s outstanding waterfalls.
Our version was printed in
1992. We found several errors
but managed to find some of
the falls. [s there an updated
version of this guide?
Mary Jane Shuler
York

Editors’ Note: Our staff is
currently working on a correction
sheet to accompany the Finding
the Falls guide printed in 1997.
The guide itself will be updated in
the next year.

Oops!

Our January-February issue
featured artwork on the cover
and accompanying the article
“The Changing Face of
Hunting.” We inadvertently
left out the proper credits for
the illustrations used with the
article. They were provided
courtesy of the artists, David A.
Maass, Jim Kasper and Robert
K. Abbett, and Wild Wings
Inc., Lake City, Minnesota
55041. For information on
these and other fine art prints
call 1-800-445-4833.

Litter Problems Mar Beauty

I am a proud native of
Greenwood, South Carolina.
Although my career has taken
me out of the state for many
years now, [ look forward to my

trips back home to visit my
parents who still reside in
Greenwood. On a recent visit
over the holidays we had an
occasion to take a lengthy tour
through parts of Greenwood
and Abbeville counties. I was
astounded by the litter along
the roadsides. An otherwise
beautiful countryside was
marred and spoiled by what
looked like an almost
continuous trash dump along
most of the roads we traveled.
My pride in the area was
shaken by what I saw.

This recent experience was a
painful reminder of a chronic
and persistent problem. From
1980 through 1985, 1 lived and
worked in Darlington County.
My job there periodically
involved recruiting professionals
to the area. These recruiting
activities usually included tours
of the community and outlying
areas. During those tours, |
remember a sense of
embarrassment at the amount
of litter along the roads.

[ am sure this is not a problem
that has gone unnoticed by the
state’s citizens. I also know it is
not a problem that is quickly or
easily solved. It requires the
difficult job of changing
attitudes and creating respect
for others and the environment
we live in. Aggressive
enforcement of tough anti-litter
laws along with education at all
age levels is needed. However,
little will happen until enough
people with enough concern
demand a change. As a native
son who still calls South
Carolina home, I urge the
state’s citizens to express their
concern and get involved in
the solution.

T. Marvin Goldman
Sheridan, WY

z

IN OUR NEXT ISSUE. ..

ENTERING ITS TENTH SEASON IN 1998,

the Governor’s Cup Series has radically changed offshore
fishing, setting a conservation example for all saltwater
fishermen by rewarding the tag and release of billfish. Now 75
percent of billfish caught in tournaments off the coast of South
Carolina are released, most with tags like the marlin below.
Tag and release ethics also benefit other species, such as
dolphin, tuna and wahoo, and spill over into non-tournament
fishing, where anglers release 95 percent of billfish caught.
Read about the Governor’s Cup’s ten-year sustained voice for

conservation in South Carolina Wildlife’s May-June issue.

PEEIS o
View the bounty of fresh-from-the-farm produce at roadside

markets from the Upstate to the coast . . . learn the difficulties
confronting an amateur photographer in the great outdoors.. . .
meet the baitman, who works deep into the night to provide
fishermen with the live bait stripers can't resist . . . get up close
to see how some common plants wear their hair . . . and
celebrate another natural resources milestone: the golden
anniversary of the state DNR and the U.S.D.A. Forest Service
team, and the subsequent birth of the state’s Wildlife

Management Program.
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TED BORG

They may not be from outer space,

but they're aliens in the true sense of the word: exotic species, 1

those that have invaded areas outside their natural homes.

t mention of exotics, few of us envision our neighbor’s flop-eared

hound or the cat that savors mouse parts on our porch. In
fact, the hapless rodent is probably descended from exotics.
As are the neighbor, his dog, and our tabby! Exotic, you see,
is science’s name for any non-native species. Nearly all our
domesticated animals are descended from exotics; many of
out plants and bacteria, too. Stir us humans into the mix,
and South Carolina seems quite an exotic place.

Of course, the story is similar everywhere. Species have
always wandered over borders, crossed oceans, jumped
fences. Most, in fact, have been aided in their journeys by
humans. And while there have been few problems with
most of the 6,300 exotics in the nation today, nearly 1,000
play havoc with our lifestyles and have cost us nearly $100
billion since early in the century.

Take kudzu. (“Please!” the comedian would say.) It was
aggressively touted in the 1940s by a well-intentioned U.S.
Department of Agriculture hoping to curb erosion in the
Southeast. Officials knew the Japanese plant could cover
and stabilize ground; what they did not know was how
voracious the weed would be.

How bad is kudzu? Take a drive down any country road.
Watch for the healthy, big-leafed plant as it nearly visibly

creeps up full-grown trees, over and around abandoned

by Emily E. Clements

houses, across ditches, fields and fences — and whatever
lingers in its path. See anything else of value growing there?
Wildflowers? Grasses? Cattle? Horses? Goats? Well, there
you go. Nothing thrives where kudzu thrives. And there is
just so darn much of it — covering millions of acres, the size
of some small countries!

Of course, kudzu is not the only culprit. Japanese
honeysuckle was promoted as an attractive erosion controller
that would also serve as a wildlife enhancer. Planted lavishly
along roadsides and railroads, it soon encircled and weighed
down existing growth, won battles with other root systems,
and generally cleaned house in areas favored by native flora.
A plus for honeysuckle, though, is that it does provide the
expected food and cover for wildlife. Consider its sabotage
of the natives, however, and its pluses fizzle quickly.

Despite early welcomes as windbreaks and ornamentals,
other exotic terrestrial plants wreak environmental ruin in
our state. Privet hedge grows so thickly in flood plain and
forest it strangles native growth. Russian olive trees have
severely affected endangered native trillium along Savannah
River bluffs. Fallen leaves of Chinese tallow trees release
toxins that negatively alter soil chemistry. Tamarisk trees,
desert moisture gluttons, disturb water levels in our own

riparian forests. Multiflora rose, once heralded for erosion
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Do they threaten life as we know it? Probably not, but alien species, including a number of plants, have infiltrated every
comner of our state. Tamanisk, below, and Chinese tallow (or “popcom”) trees, at right, have spread through the coastal
counties, and kudzu and honeysuckle, on the previous pages, literally know no bounds!




MIKE CREEL

control and as a pretty “living fence,” quickly covers acreage,
choking valuable crops and woodlands. Johnson grass,
witch-weed and tall fescue create enormous problems for
farmers by out-competing bean, cotton and grain crops for
soil and nutrients. In the case of tall fescue — once planted,
as was johnson grass, for winter forage — a piggyback exotic
fungus has sickened grazing livestock. Although persistent
chemical application helps control the weeds, costs so far
are tickling the billion-dollar mark.

A recent invader from South America, the fast-growing
tropical soda apple has been called kudzu with thorns. The
hardy weed is not palatable to livestock and carries a further
threat by harboring viral pests of

garden crops. Bert Pittman, botanist

terms and change, depending on who's talking. Farmers
have one definition of pest; hunters another; wildlife
watchers and suburban landscapers have others. One of the
big problems in controlling any exotic has always been that
conflict.”

Were noxious exotic terrestrials the state’s only plant
problem, we might be able to relax. There are many non-
native aquatic plants out there, however, creating
tremendous havoc in our waters.

Some of their names sound innocent enough: water
hyacinth, water primrose. Others have an exotic flair:
Brazilian elodea, Eurasian watermilfoil, slender naiad,
hydrilla. A couple sound downright menacing: phragmites
and alligator-weed. As with their terrestrial cousins, most of
our exotic aquatic plants were purposefully imported from
Asia, South America and Europe — some for aquaria,
others as ornamentals. They soon overran their welcomes,
however, producing copious root systems, snuffing out other
growth, providing little or no nourishment for fish and.

waterfowl, and growing like, well, weeds. To add insult to

with the S.C. Department of Natural Agquatic exotics like the phragmites shoum below proliferate so efficiently that they overrun

Resources’ Heritage Trust Program, is  their new homes and crowd out the native residents.

dismayed but not surprised by the
amount of noxious exotic growth in
the state.

“Any time you create an artificial
environment, as we’ve done with
fields, pastures and lawns, it’s only
natural for aliens to gain a niche,” he
says. “Natural predators that keep
such growth in balance are often not
present, and the exotic thrives
relatively unchecked.

“Another point to consider is that

PHILLIP JONES

‘noxious’ and ‘weed’ are subjective
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s

allocated to 3,000-plus private land cooperators. For the past
several years, distribution has leveled out at roughly 1,500
new boxes per year.

Landowner involvement begins with a written application,
available from all DNR regional offices. Applications are
reviewed each fall, either by phone or through a site visit.
Before allocating boxes, biologists determine that the
applying landowner’s habitat is suitable for wood duck nesting
and brood-rearing and that the applicant understands the
labor-intensive nature of the project.

Once applications have been approved, landowners chosen
for allocation of boxes are contacted and a pick-up date is
arranged. For each unit, a cooperator gets a box, a ten-foot,
four-inch by four-inch post, a pre-constructed predator shield,
a packet of hardware, a set of instructions and data-collection
sheets.

Instructions tell not only how but where to put nesting
boxes, noting the importance of avoiding shortcuts like
putting two boxes on one post. Wood ducks are solitary
nesters, and when circumstances force them to nest in a
colonial setting, nesting efficiency typically goes down.

Boxes are distributed during late fall for two reasons, Perry
notes. First, interest is high, with duck hunting season fast
approaching and nesting season not far behind. Second, the
weather accommodates getting out in the swamps and
pounding posts and nails much better during winter than
during any other time of the year.

As new boxes go up, existing cooperators get busy
maintaining established units and preparing them for the
nesting season ahead. While the DNR uses high-grade lumber
and rust-resistant hardware, the boxes stand against the
elements through the year, and in time tops crack, predator
guards slip and poles begin leaning. A nail here or there is
sometimes needed.

Also, nesting materials may need replenishing and nearby
vegetation may require trimming. Imposing button bushes or
willow branches that stretch too high or too close to a box
can become a bridge over which a rat snake or raccoon can
bypass a predator shield during the spring.

“We suggest that all boxes be erected, and previously
erected boxes be maintained, by early February, because we
often see nests initiated and eggs laid in late February all
around South Carolina,” Perry says.

Through nesting season, which peaks in late March or
early April, cooperating landowners are encouraged to check




















































































































