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»  Letter from the Editor
»  Humor Writing

» Men’s Lax Article

» FLB Analysis

Grizzly Statement:

The Grizzly staff is saddened
to hear about the passing of a
fellow Bear, Damiano Rotolo
26. Our deepest sympathies
go out to Rotolo’s family and
friends for their tragic loss.
If you or anyone you know
is interested in making an
appointment, please do not
hesitate to reach out to the
Wellness Center at (610)
409-3100 or visit the Bear-
Care portal.

What’s to come in
Issue 9...

» New Rain Garden

» Photo Essay from Georgia
Gardner

» Student Engagement
Lackluster?

Thursday, April 6th

The “Super Bowl” of Admissions @

Chase Portaro
chportaro@ursinus.edu

Courtesy of Chase Portaro

Move over Eagles, it’s the Bears’ time to
shine! On Friday, March 31st, Ursinus Col-
lege hosted its annual Admitted Students
Day event to welcome prospective students
of the Class of 2027, which Director of
Admissions Diane Greenwood described as
“The Super Bowl of Ursinus Admissions.”
Greenwood explained, “Admitted Students
Day is one of the most important admission
events of the prospective student cycle, and
its purpose is to give prospective students a
chance to come to campus and experience
everything, inside and outside of the class-
room.” With over 430 prospective students
expected to attend and over 1,000 people
expected total, including the family mem-
bers of the high school seniors, Admitted
Students day proved to be one of the liveli-
est campus events of the year.

The event kicked oft in the Floy Lewis
Bakes Center with a showcase of the col-
lege’s clubs and organizations. Greenwood
said, “The whole point is to give prospec-
tive students a chance to experience clubs,
campus offices, organizations. Most of
the time, students are down to their final
choice, so Admitted Students Day can really
be the deciding factor for them to choose
Ursinus.” Over 100 clubs were represented
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at the fair, including your very own Griz-
zly, trying to recruit prospective students
to strengthen their organizations and en-
sure a lasting legacy that will live on after
current members graduate.

Living up to the Super Bowl-like atmo-
sphere that Greenwood and other admis-
sions staff members offered, the activities
fair also included a confetti machine and
an impressive spread of food. Also, the en-
trance to the event in the Bakes Center was
in the form of a human tunnel made up of
the Ursinus Mascot, “Zachie Bear;” along-
side several students on the admissions
staft with posters celebrating the arrival of
the Class of 27. Nicole Cullura, the Assis-
tant Director of Student Engagement and
a member of the class of 2016 at Ursinus,
remembers her own Admitted Students
Day back in 2012. She said, “My admitted
Students Day was a little less elaborate, so
this is just awesome to see!”

Current students at the event also re-
called their Admitted Students Day experi-
ences. Kate Foley, 23, said “I distinctly re-
member coming to my Admitted Students
Day and I went right up to the Breakaway
Student Productions table where I met my
very first person at Ursinus... It all feels
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Chase Portaro chportaro@ursinus.edu

very cyclical because I remember being in
[the incoming freshman’s] exact same posi-
tion” Another senior, EB Bradigan 23 said, “I
remember meeting Ali Wolf at my Admitted
Student’s Day, and now I'm sitting at a booth
with her doing the exact same thing, just from
the other side. So, it’s all come full-circle”

Ali Wolf, 23, an executive board member of
Breakaway Student Productions said, “It’s just
really exciting because I've seen a lot of ener-
getic interest — and that’s what we thrive on

- people who are excited about the theater and
the idea of a student-run organization... As a
senior, it feels good to know that the org will
be in good hands”

Francis Rundquist 25, said “I remember
[Admitted Students Day] being an overwhelm-
ing experience and feeling a bit lost, so I want
to make sure our booth is as welcoming as
possible but also as informative as possible.”
Marie Sykes, Features Editor for The Grizzly
and a member of the Class of 2024, remembers
how Covid-19 affected her pre-orientation
experience. She said, “I was on Zoom for my
Admitted Students Day, but even then, I could
still tell that Ursinus centered around commu-
nity involvement.” Evan Dietrich 23 recogniz-
es that community aspect of Ursinus and made
it a goal to emphasize that in his interaction
with prospective students. He said, “There’s an
organization for everyone - it gives you a circle

of friends that you’ll most likely be able to call
family when you leave Ursinus.” Matt Nieves-
Hoblin echoed this, saying, “No matter what,
they will find a sense of belonging on campus,
there’s literally a place and group for all stu-
dents”

The activities fair was followed by a wel-
come speech from Michael J. Keaton, Ursinus’s
VP of Enrollment Management, given in the
other half of the Bakes Gym, where hundreds
of chairs were set up for prospective students
to form a makeshift auditorium. He talked
about what an Ursinus education is all about,
while also not forgetting to give a special shout
out to the Eagles, for which he received the
crowd’s roaring cheer of support for the local
tavorite. Following Keaton’s speech, Presi-
dent Robyn Hannigan took the podium with
Dropkick Murphys’ “Shipping Up to Boston”
playing over the speakers as her walk-up song,
alerting the crowd to Hannigan’s strong ties to
New England. She focused on Ursinus’s core
curriculum and emphasized the value of an
Ursinus education.

Following Hannigan’s speech, the prospec-
tive students and their parents split off into two
different seminars. The parents met separately
to ask questions about campus life with a panel
from the Residence Offices, while the pro-
spective students met with a panel of current
students to ask questions about Ursinus while

Honor Your Experience

As the Class of 2023’s Ursinus Story comes
to a close, they begin to reflect on their past

their parents were not there. This gave parents
a chance to ask questions without embarrass-
ing their children, and it also gave students

a chance to ask questions that they may not
have otherwise wanted to ask in front of their
parents. A prospective student at the activities
fair, Griffin Meanix 27, seemed to anticipate
the separate panels. When asked what he was
looking forward to most in college, he said,
“Probably the freedom of parental release.”
Following the separate student and parent
panels, students attended two sessions of

a “Focus On Academic Excellence,” where
students learned about different majors offered
and explored departments across campus.

In just about five short months, Meanix’s
wish will be granted, and he’ll be able to enjoy
Ursinus’s campus by himself for the very first
time. As Admitted Students Day concluded
with a tour of the freshman residence halls, it
is hard to believe that Ursinus will be welcom-
ing the Freshman Class of 2027. I remember
when “Class of 2024 felt weird to say. But,
time flies in Collegeville, and while current
students may not have realized all that lay
ahead of them during their college selection
process, they realize how valuable those mo-
ments have been in their Ursinus experience.
Best of luck to the High School Classes of
2023, and even more luck to the Ursinus Class
of 2027!

four years. During the final year, Ursinus
seniors have been encouraged to give back to
their beloved institution. It is suggested that
students make a donation corresponding to
their class year, example: $20.23. Seniors will
make the donation in honor of someone who
has made an impact on them at some point
during their Ursinus career.

Courtesy of Chase Portaro

Alpha Delta Phi Society
Nick Balliro and Family
Julie Cherneskie
Will Cook
Samuel Mawmber

Rt -

s
s
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Loose Change Takes Center Stage in Lower Wismer

Jenna Smith
jesmith2@ursinus.edu

Loose Change put on a stupefying concert
in Lower Wismer on Saturday March 25th. The
event garnered more than 200 attendees, from
students to staff to friends of friends, all in
support of Ursinus’s banger band. This extraor-
dinary event was put on in partnership with
Ucrew and Student Engagement.

Loose Change consists of members Ali
Lisanti ‘24, the band’s vocalist, Luke Ammaz-
zalorso 24 on bass and drums, Kipp Ransome
24 on guitar and bass, Sam Grubb 24 on keys
and guitar, and Joey Nolan 24 on bass, drums,
and guitar.

Loose Change officially formed last semes-
ter in Fall of 2022. Lisanti had randomly texted
Nolan, a longtime friend of hers, that they
should start a band. They were sitting in Wis-
mer when they received the text, and coined
themselves as the WizKids. However, the band
changed their name shortly after in their cre-
ative process, ultimately deciding they wanted
to call themselves “Loose Change”
Throughout the Fall semester the group gather
in their dorm rooms to mess around with
Nolan and Ransome’s acoustic guitars. They

started experimenting with singing whilst
playing, drawing small crowds of their friends
to watch as they tried new music. Eventually,
they decided they could actually do something
with their talents and knack for creativity and
started to get serious.

For the time being, Loose Change just wants
to keep playing, having fun, and see where this
journey takes them. They are not putting pres-
sure on any long-term goals for their group,
but their short-term goal is to play at some
off campus venues sometime in the future.

The band members all really enjoy seeing how
many individual people they are able to reach.

Last semester, Ucrew hosted Loose Change’s
first concert in Lower Wismer. This initial
event garnered quite a bit of attendance and
a riveting crowd, but nothing in comparison
Ato last weekend’s success. The event went
off without a hitch, and attendance boasted
more than 200 at one point of the night. Public
opinion of the event stated a large appreciation
of the performance and musical talent from
the members; the excitement from the crowd
reverberated through campus. In hosting these

An April Note from the Editor

Layla M. Halterman
lahalterman@ursinus.edu

Dear Ursinus Family,

For as long as I can recall, I've always been
a wisdom wackadoo. Call me crazy, but more
than half of my camera roll is stored with tid-
bits of inspiration. The verbiage is comforting,
especially now that graduation is merely five
weeks away, and even though I have a tangible
idea of where I am headed, I still feel anxious
and uneasy. And so after debating this month’s
topic of discussion, I thought there was no
better way to combat negative feelings than to
request perspective from a venerable sage.

Mr. Harry Milne, a close family friend, and

WWII veteran who lost his leg at the whopping
age of twenty-five is someone I cannot help but

be in awe of. His spunk and determination are
commendable, and after recently turning 104
years young, I was dying to know his secret(s)
to living a fulfilled, long life. This is what he
had to say:

1. Everyone has a story. Be kind. You never
know the pain that plagues others’ hearts. You
may think you do, but you have no idea the
extent, so be gentle.

2. Life is and never will be perfect, so do not
wait until it is to be happy. Choose happiness

now. Yes, now, in this present moment.

3. Embrace uncertainty. Let go of control. You

do not have to have all the answers at one given

time. Have faith. Everything works out. Easy
for me to say, but I promise.

4. Be thankful for every chapter - even the ones

that may bring you to your knees. Fight the
good fight. Life is worth living.

5. Life is short. Forgive. Forgive. Forgive. It
might be hard to do so sometimes, but it is
much harder to keep carrying the weight of
anger and resentment.

concerts Loose Change partners with Ucrew.
This partnership seeks to further spread
Ucrew’s mission statement—cultivating edu-
cation, respect and wellness—and, in doing so,
host a fun and sober campus-wide event.
Luke Ammazzalorso, a member of Ucrew
himself, liaised between Student Engagement,
Ucrew, facilities and tech to successfully facil-
itate the night. Ammazzalorso enjoys throw-
ing these events not only because he loves to
perform, but he recognizes how an event like
this can help change the campus culture and
positively impact his peers. In working on
spreading Ucrew’s mission, Ammazzalorso
explains, “I understand what it is like to be a
student on this campus, and I felt like Ucrew
allows me to use that knowledge to help my
peers around me.”

In all, Loose Change’s partnership with
Ucrew and Student Engagement allowed them
to spread a positive message about sober fun
and creative expression! Look out for future
concerts from Ursinus’s favorite band and be
sure to follow them on instagram at @loose_
change_uc.

And now, we seniors are approaching the
end of what we once felt would last forever. If
you find yourself worried about the transition,
know your feelings are valid. But do me a fa-
vor and live with the notion that each chapter
holds the capacity to be better than the last,
but much like Harry, it is up to us to make it
one worth reading.

Yours truly,
Layla
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Following the Trail to Oregon

Marie Sykes: masykes@ursinus.edu

The Trail to Oregon: known for a long
arduous journey across the American midwest
in a covered wagon with many dying of dys-
entery (and other causes), but also known for
inspiring the hit 1971 educational game and
the Starkid Productions musical. The Break-
away Student Productions performs The Trail
to Oregon April 14th and 15th.

Breakaway Vice President Ali Wolf "23, is
directing the show. She says Breakaway chose
to perform The Trail to Oregon since they
wanted a really fun performance. “It’s hilari-
ous, fast-paced, and something you can’t not
have fun with.” Trail to Oregon is a fitting
match for Breakaway. Beyond being described
as “kooky” by both Wolf and Elliot Cetinski
’24, who plays the Father, the original produc-
ers, Starkid Productions, is a theater company
founded by University of Michigan college
students putting on low-budget but high-qual-
ity shows.

When it came time for Wolf to draw design
inspiration, she said she took plenty from
the original game, wanting something “super
nostalgic.” But as for other aspects of the show
choices, she said “directing a show is kind
of like co-parenting a child with like twenty
or so people. You all work together to create
something from nothing, sometimes it’s hard-
er than others and you're terrified of messing
it up, but in the end, everything is worth it as
you have made something you are so incred-
ibly proud of. And I am so ridiculously proud
of this production.”

Due to Starkid Productions posting their
musicals on YouTube, with other notable

"

titles being A Very Potter Musical and Twist-
ed, plenty of the cast has had prior exposure
to their work. Sadie Walker ’25, who plays
General Store Guy’s Wife amongst other roles,
said that she had seen the show before and
had “always wanted to be in a Starkid show”
but never thought she would due to how
“obscure” they are. Annie Zulick 25, Baby
Ox/Bartender, said she had seen it “multiple
times” and had played the game plenty as
well. Other members had some familiarity
with Starkid in general, but had never seen it.
Gianna Daiuto 26, Mother, had seen it years
past but upon rewatching it after being cast
said “oh god this is what I have to do.”

When asked about what the cast and crew’s
favorite moments of the show were, many
answered with a particular song. “Caulk Your
Wagon,” has plenty of choreography associat-
ed with the piece, Kendra Melniczek 25, Mc-
Doon, said. “Dysentery World” was another
popular song, with Emelia Reed 26, dancer,
saying the audience will be “bewildered.” “It
Pays to Be an Animal” is a favorite of ZulicK’s.
Daiuto said her favorite song was “When the
World’s At Stake” especially since she’s “not
really angry like I am [in] 95% of the show”

Beyond songs, others added their love of
the structure of the show, with Walker say-
ing her favorite part was the “community we
all have” Ben Little 24, General Store Guy,
said he enjoyed “watching everything come
together from all ends like design and music
and [taking what] we’ve learned from doing
department shows and different classes.” Kate
Foley ’23, Executive Producer, replied that she

loved the “improvised elements” of the show.
Every run the ending of the show changes as
well as the family member names, so no one
ever really knows how the show will run.

For seniors, this is one of their last Ursinus
productions. Foley said that she was “excited
that we finally have the chance to do a full
musical. I feel like this is something Break-
away’s been working towards since I started
as a freshman.” She also said she was “ready to
pass the torch” along to the next generation.
Austin Brzezicki 23, Family/Horny Ox, said
that “it’s pretty surreal I'm going to be leaving
soon” and “bittersweet.” Bradigan said that
“it’s a great show to go out on.”

One important thing to keep in mind
is that it is the audience’s responsibility to
pick the names of the family members each
night for Father, Mother, Sister, Brother, and
Grandpa, Brzezicki made sure to remind the
audience. Names have ranged during rehears-
al from anything from “Celery” to “Papa
Johns” to an attempted “Sadie Walker Doing
the Griddy” and more. The more ridiculous
the better. “It establishes the run,” explained
Emily Bradigan ’23, who plays the brother and
said that this was their favorite part.

The Trail to Oregon runs April 14 and 15th
in the Black Box Theater at 7pm. Tickets are
$3 for students and seniors and $5 for general
admission. Tickets will be on a first-come,
first-serve basis, though last year’s production
of Rocky Horror quickly sold out. To stay up
to date with Breakaway, be sure to follow them
on Instagram @uc_bsp.

Courtesy of Breakaway Student Productions
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Humor Writing: Not Just Something to Laugh at

Kate Horan: kahoran@ursinus.edu

Most everyone loves to laugh. Sharing
jokes is not only fun but allows people to
connect through shared aspects of humor
and humanity. The Grizzly’s love for jokes
can be seen in our previous issue, a satirical
issue titled The Goofly. Expanding upon
the importance of humor and educating
students, Dr. Talia Argondezzi is currently
teaching ENCW-216 - Humor Writing.
ENCW-216 is the blanket number for spe-
cial fiction writing topics and the class’s title
changes each semester as the topic changes.
According to Argondezzi, “Humor writing
is synonymous with comedy writing — any
writing whose main purpose is to make
others laugh, even if it also has additional
purposes of elucidating something about
the human experience or critiquing a social
problem.” This class focuses especially on
what might be considered “pure” humor
writing — short satire.

Argondezzi asserts that the most import-
ant aspect of humor is originality, due to
the fact that all comedy relies on surprise
to elicit laughter. She states that it is helpful
to see what themes and jokes are already
circulating so that people can find a place for
their own original ideas, which is why the
class spends a good amount of time reading
and analyzing contemporary humor.

Giving us the inside scoop on humor
writing, Argondezzi lets us know that “there
are a few comedy secrets that are easy to pick
up once you know them. The rule of three,
for example: establish a list where the first
two elements are conventional and expected,
and the third is the joke, which disrupts the
rhythm or expectations established by the
first two.” She suggests usually placing jokes
at the ends of sentences and paragraphs and,
“hard consonant sounds almost always land
more hilariously than soft ones, and the hard
/k/ sound is the funniest. I know it doesn’t
seem possible, but I promise it’s true — some
words have an inherently funnier sound
than others!”

It is commonly believed that comedy is
related to happiness, but it is so much more
than that. Argondezzi finds humor to be very
important to her as a coping mechanism.
She explains, “Most of the best comedy I've
written has been inspired by an emotion
usually considered negative: anxiety about
aging, fear of death, frustration at a current

event or social problem.” With her Humor
Writing class helping her, Argondezzi wrote
a recent piece that was inspired by her anger
at an aggressive driver on the road. Although
some people assume that the purpose of hu-
mor is to deflect serious topics, Argondezzi
sees it differently. “At its best, comedy gives
us a way to spend a little extra time with bad
feelings, but in a way that diffuses them and
makes them harmless, and helps us to realize
that bad feelings are not only normal, but
can even offer us an insightful way to under-
stand our world,” says Argondezzi.

Through the Humor Writing class,
Argondezzi has shared with her students a
different approach to life. “A college educa-
tion is or should be about learning how to be
a more complex and reflective person, and
I can think of no more important intellec-
tual and emotional habit than the ability to
understand the human experience, including
its darker sides, from a secure and positive
position. Humor can do that for us,” explains
Argondezzi. However, when discussing why
she enjoys teaching humor writing, this is
the fancy an-
swer. The other
thing that Ar-
gondezzi enjoys
about teaching
humor writing
is the students.

Argondezzi
describes her
Humor Writ-
ing students as
smart, funny,
and generous,
with Argondez-
zi and her stu-
dents all work-
ing together to
become better
writers. “They
crack each
other up each
class. One of the
concepts we've
discussed a lot
is that no one
ever runs out of
jokes; the more
funny ideas
you generate,

the more new ones you get. So, I encourage
everyone never to ‘save’ a joke for a future
piece, and never to hesitate to ‘waste’ a joke
by suggesting it to someone else to use in
their piece,” states Argondezzi. She describes
how the students are very attentive to each
other’s ideas and love to offer each other new
angles to take and new jokes to use. Argon-
dezzi enjoys teaching Humor Writing as “it’s
such a fun class to experience, because of
what the students bring.”

Argondezzi has demonstrated that humor
is not just something to laugh at, rather, it
is also an approach to life. Humor allows us
to understand complex emotions and the
human experience, further allowing humans
to connect to one another on a deeper level.
Humor can be funny and can make import-
ant statements through a comedic medium,
but additionally it brings people together,
whether it be bringing people together
through the joke itself or through the cre-
ation of jokes such as in the Humor Writing
class.

Talia Argondezzi with Mekha Varghese ’23
Courtesy of Ursinus College
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What is that building called?

Ava Compagnoni: avcompagnoni@ursinus.edu

Helf, FLB, the Bakes, the Gym, Helfer-
rich, the FieldHouse, Floy Lewis Bakes
Center, the list goes on and on. Why are
there so many different names for this one
building? It serves many different purpos-
es, the basketball gym, the strength and
training gym, the sports medicine clinic,
the dance studio, the multi-purpose field-
house, Naturals, the list goes on and on.

I asked students, and a few professors,
what they called this building, varying
between majors, interests, but most impor-
tantly if they were a student-athlete or not.
As the hub for all things athletic at Ursi-
nus, student-athletes spend a large portion
of their athletic career in ‘the building’

However, disregarding the debate about
whether Ursinus considers dancers stu-
dent-athletes or not, dancers also spend a

lot of time in ‘the building’ throughout the
year.

Another group who spends a lot of time
in ‘the building’ are the Health and Exer-
cise Physiology majors, minors, or people
who take those classes as electives. With a
decent HEP major population on campus,
coincidently also being student-athletes,
‘the building’ is the powerhouse of that
academic field. I asked 83 Ursinus com-
munity members, 42 student-athletes, 31
students, and 10 professors!

Why is this? How can one building
have so many different names? Freshman
Bella Vassalluzzo has been influenced by
her tennis practice culture to call it ‘the
Bakes. “Our rain day practices are in the
fieldhouse but I have only heard my team-
mates call the building ‘the Bakes’ and

it’s infectious. Now I consider the whole
building under that name, even when we
go to the locker room, I say we're going to
the Bakes,” says Vassalluzzo. Some students
have no affiliation with the building at all,
but merely pass through the enormous
complex from time to time. “I have just al-
ways called it the FLB. I am not an athlete,
I go to Planet Fitness down in Royersford,
I attend a sparing amount of sporting
events there, and I have never had class
there,” says senior Emily MacKinnon.

So socially, we will never decide on a
name for the building. Even though it does
have a proper title, the Floy Lewis Bakes
Center, it has subsections that may define
it more or less for a student or member of
the Ursinus community.

Flov Lewis 1|1.|ij lelferrich | FLB The Gym The Bakes
Bakes
Center
Student- 1] o 13 5 15
Arhletes (42)
MARPS (31) 3 10 o o a
Professors 2 3 0 5 (]
(10

What will you miss about Ursinus?

Kate Horan: kahoran@ursinus.edu

We asked students what they will miss
about Ursinus after they graduate:

“Meeting up for coffee in The Commons
with my friends.”
- Haleigh Olsen

“Having all my closest people within walk-
ing distance! Leaving college and all going
different places is something I am so not
ready for!”

- Katie Cressman

“Professors and how pretty the campus is

in the fall”
-N

“Not being in walking distance of my
friends for game nights”
- Amanda Marley

“Having all my friends so close, and being
able to see them whenever I wanted”
- Jenna Smith

“The eggplant parm panini at Cafe 2020.”
- Miles Noecker

“Friends”
- Sarah Fales

“All of my amazing friends and faculty
mentors - Ursinus is a one-of-a-kind close-
knit community and it’s bittersweet to leave
it behind”

- Kate Foley

“Boolin in Hobson.”
- Alyssa
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As a backup on the team, I com-
monly find myself in an observer
role of the team’s dynamics, and it’s
often that I find myself as being the
biggest fan of Ursinus lacrosse while
also being rostered. It has been three
months since Coach Shaffer’s inau-
gural season kicked off, and I and
many others can confidently say that
this season has taken a turn for the
better for the program. It was in this
eight week stretch that we found our
identity as a program, and more im-
portantly, we grew confident in who
we were as lacrosse players. This team
showcases a high-powered, score-at-
will mentality, with the offense riding
behind star senior Tyler Neal, who is
solidifying his case as the Centennial
Conference player of the year. While
Neal has been spectacular this sea-
son, do not be mistaken, this team
is certainly not a one-trick pony. In
just eight games, the team boasts 6
players with more than 10 points, and
better yet, three of those players have
tallied over 15 goals so far. The at-
tack duo of Jeremy Calabro and Erik
Ojert has been nothing short of a
spectacle, as the pair display a chem-
istry that could have very well been
crafted in a lab. The two attackmen
have combined for 30 points on the
year, and their offensive contributions
have led to 1/3 of the team’s scoring
this season. Along with Calabro and
Ojert, were seeing a breakout season
from midfielder Tyler Falco, who has
notched 15 goals in his senior cam-
paign. Falco demonstrates a stagger-
ing lefty shot, and as a goaltender
myself, it is overwhelmingly hard to
prevent that ball from hitting nylon
whenever he shoots. Along with Fal-
co, the midfield unit is seeing some
astonishing play out of sophomore
Chris “Pooch” Pucciarelli and senior
Jake Ojert. Pucciarelli is second on
the team in assists, as he displays the

most impressive footwork that I and
many others have ever seen. “He is so
hard to guard,” said Junior defender
James Rapp. “Sometimes you think
you have him locked up, but next
thing you know, he’s five yards past
you.” While you may not commonly
see Jake Ojert on the stat sheet, he

is hard to miss when watching the
game. Jake Ojert, twin brother of Erik
Ojert, is debatably the most valuable
player on this Ursinus College team,
as he does just about everything.

He scores goals, makes great passes,
plays exceptional defense, and show-
cases a 40 yard dash comparable to
some division 1 wide receivers. If
this Ursinus team was a vehicle, Jake
Ojert is the engine that keeps this
team moving.

On top of the star-studded offense,
the Ursinus defense has had a very
successful first half of the season,
besides a hiccup against York College
in February. With alum Nolan Sachs
coming back to the team to govern
the defense, along with coveted USI-
LA All-American goalkeeper, Marc
Poust, the Ursinus defense has found
its footing. Goaltender Jon Singer
has been having a career year, as he
is currently sitting at #2 in the con-
ference in total saves. His dominance
and energy in the net has truly so-
lidified this Ursinus defense as some
of the best in the conference, and
this squad has contributed to some
amazing outcomes. The unit boasted
a second-half shutout against DeSales
University, and held them to just
three goals on the day. The talented
DeSales roster found it nearly impos-
sible to put the ball in the net, and
the Ursinus defensive unit paved the
way for the lowest scoring opponent
total in quite some time. The squad
has seen excellent play out of their
returners Chase Rondeau and Paul
Army, as the two have carried over
their dominant mentality from last
season. Along with the pair, the team
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has seen a drastic improvement out
of bench player-turned-key contrib-
utor Jeff Douglas. The Junior came
back from winter break this year with
a willingness to advance amongst the
ranks of the team, and Douglas has
worked tirelessly to solidify himself
as one of the best that this Ursinus
team has to offer. Seeing Jeft climb
the ranks has been nothing short of
inspirational, as he serves as a prime
example that it’s never too late to
improve.

While this Ursinus team oozes
talent on both sides of the ball, it isn’t
the talent that leads to their success.
It’s the brotherhood and the drive to
be better that leads to those Saturday
afternoon wins. They don’t win games
on gameday, they win them in the fall
during those dreaded team lifts. They
win them in the winter during those
weekly Wednesday 5k runs. They win
them on weekends, when the boys
spend every waking hour together
because they all can confidently call
each other family. Coach Corey Shaf-
fer has done a great job maintaining
the family dynamics that Coach Mer-
cadante instilled into this program,
and this lacrosse team has only seen
the tip of the iceberg of success that’s
in place for them.

“To put it plainly, Coach
Corey Shaffer is a phenom-
enal lacrosse coach, and
it was nothing short of a
blessing that the cards fell
into place as they did.”

- Vaughn DiBattista 24
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46 Deep: Ursinus Men's LAX Story from a Player’s Perspective
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It was July 22nd, 2022, and I was
boarding a train to Connecticut to
visit my teammate, roommate, and
quite genuinely one of my closest
friends, James Rapp. James and I
scheduled this trip weeks in advance
as a way to stay in touch over the
long summer break, because the last
time we spent time together was
when our lacrosse season ended that
May. It was on this train that I, and
every other member of the Ursinus
Men’s Lacrosse team, received an
abrupt email from Head Coach Gary
Mercadante asking all of us to attend
an emergency Zoom meeting that
night.

It was from there that the rumors
started circulating. Some people
thought one of our assistant coaches
was announcing that he was taking a
job with another program and others
thought that he would be announc-
ing the hiring of another assistant
coach. One of my good buddies even
thought that he was announcing new
jerseys for the team. Out of all of the
theories that came about, no one
predicted what would actually hap-
pen on that Zoom call that summer
evening.

After four years at the helm,
Coach Mercadante announced that
he would be leaving coaching alto-
gether, citing that he had an oppor-
tunity that would allow him to spend
more time with his family, while also
being in a better position to provide
for them. It was a decision that all 46
members of the team understood,
and it was met with tremendous
respect. Everyone understood that
Coach Mercadante was a family man,
and every member of the men’s la-
crosse team was thankful for his

Courtesy of Will Schwartz

contributions to the program. How-
ever, in the midst of this decision,
everyone had one question on their
mind: What next?

It was on that same Zoom call
that Associate Coach Corey Shaffer
was announced as the next Head
Coach for the Ursinus Men’s Lacrosse
team, a promotion that brought ease
to the worry of the men’s lacrosse
team who had just said goodbye to
their leader of the past four years.

To put it plainly, Coach Corey
Shaffer is a phenomenal lacrosse
coach, and it was nothing short of a
blessing that the cards fell into place
as they did. Shaffer showcases an
elite lacrosse IQ, one that commonly
leaves a relatively smart lacrosse

player such as myself and many oth-
ers dumbfounded at the concepts he
puts forth. He can confidently teach
every detail of the sport of lacrosse
to the players on offense, defense,
the goalies, the faceoff specialists,
the backups, the starters, and prob-
ably anyone within a 30 mile radius
of wherever he’s located. Shaffer was
widely regarded as one of the best
assistant coaches in the Centennial
Conference, and many thought it was
but a matter of time before he took
the head coaching mantle at another
institution desperate for a great la-
crosse mind. Luckily, Shaffer received
the opportunity to stay exactly where
he wanted to be.

Continued on page 7

www.UrsinusGrizzly.com



	The Grizzly, April 6, 2023
	Authors

	tmp.1680789374.pdf.UAXWc


 
 
    
   HistoryItem_V1
   AddMaskingTape
        
     Range: all pages
     Mask co-ordinates: Horizontal, vertical offset 309.92, 24.76 Width 358.42 Height 15.38 points
     Origin: bottom left
     Colour: CMYK 0 0 0 0
      

        
     D:20230403185250
      

        
     1
     DeviceCMYK 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000
     0
     BL
     2053
     915
    
     qi4alphabase[QI 4.0/QHI 4.0 alpha]
            
                
         Both
         11027
         AllDoc
         11083
              

       CurrentAVDoc
          

     309.9225 24.7646 358.4219 15.3779 
      

        
     QITE_QuiteImposingPlus4
     Quite Imposing Plus 4.0m
     Quite Imposing Plus 4
     1
      

        
     4
     8
     7
     B0F9CEAC-BA0F-4977-9761-0A57C40B0857
     8
      

   1
  

 HistoryList_V1
 qi2base



