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Abstract: The local press finds its vocation in the community it addresses and in its territory of
deployment, taking proximity as the main news value in the choice of events. The war in Ukraine,
as an international theme, has imposed itself on the national media agenda, and, as such, we have
proposed to evaluate its presence in the regional media agenda. For this case study, we have selected
the local daily newspapers Didrio As Beiras and Didrio de Viseu (located in the center region of Portugal)
and analyzed twelve consecutive editions of each newspaper, starting on the first day of the conflict,
24 February 2022. The results point to an appreciation of the event, either from an international
perspective or through a regional lens, essentially evident in the coverage of solidarity actions and
tributes. The sources used by the newspapers are mostly institutional, which leads us to a “seated
journalism” in line with previous studies specific to the local press. This analysis also highlights the
emphasis on the information obtained from the prism of sources on the Ukrainian side of the conflict,
which, in the case of Didrio de Viseu, is underlined by biased discourse and some marks of subjectivity.

Keywords: local press; war; journalism

1. Introduction

When we talk about local press, we talk about a specific territory, in which a certain media
of local or regional scope is inserted, and, concomitantly, we talk about the notions of belonging,
proximity, and identity. These media publish about “the communities they target and the
territories they reach, at least with the dimension of a district” (Jeronimo 2015).

Considering the local press as the voice of the public, we can argue that it is in a region,
a municipality, or a city that proximity is most urgently felt, even if, as Carlos Camponez
(2012) reminds us, this proximity' is currently more a strategy and less an ethical value.

The community in which the newspaper is embedded helps to understand and define
the reality of the local press. The notion of community has two fundamental concepts: iden-
tity, as a set of values that brings together the history, beliefs, traditions, and specificities of
this group of people who consume the local press and who should see these same elements
reflected in it; and territory as a geographically delimited space, although the interest of
the information that is produced does not run out of the boundaries of a geographical
place, an example being the emigrant community. “The proximity to the community, the
sense of belonging and sharing by the public are some of the characteristics that make this
medium attractive to readers” (Gongalves 2020, p. 94). This last idea brings us back to
the imagined communities or communities of interests, first named as such by Benedict
Anderson (2006), which are driven by the network society, “creating connections to places
that are not geographically close”, allowing the “networked sharing of common interests,
enabling greater social support of the subjects involved in that same community” (Midoes
2021b, p. 19).

Local media have been challenged for some time now by the context of global village
(McLuhan 1994) and deterritorialization (Camponez 2012; Lipovetsky and Serroy 2016),
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which intensified with the arrival of the “brave new world” (Jeronimo 2017) of digital
technologies such as the internet. This new technological context has caused a change in the
communicational pact, as the relationship between the media and the public has changed
with the multimedia and multiplatform convergence provided by these technologies.

The idea of place is linked to specific cultural roots, which come from the proximity
relations between individuals, “who know and recognize each other in a community”
(Camponez 2002, p. 29). Thus, the territory as a space of identity and residence also emerges
as the space of the creation of a history and a memorial time. However, this concept of space
and geographical territory has undergone a marked transformation with globalization,
especially with the process of deterritorialization (Camponez 2012; Lipovetsky and Serroy
2016) and decentralization (Herreros 2001) that it causes, and that affects social life, but
also with the identity processes of the individual, with local and proximity communication
emerging as a countercurrent, liberator, and defender of cultural and social identity of
peoples (Herreros 2001).

Driven by a regionalist character, “proximity journalism”, as defined by Carlos Cam-
ponez (2002, p. 15), has suffered “an inflation” that translates into “the desire to meet
one’s neighbor”, in terms of shared values, policies, markets, identities, cultures, and local
communication phenomena. It is this local press that, from our point of view, assumes
itself as one of the links between the citizen and the community to which he belongs, as it
gives voice to the public and conveys the information that makes up the daily life of the
territory in question.

Paulo Faustino (2000) stated that the local press was “(re)gaining importance”, since it
corresponded to the need of individualization of communication. The author also pointed out
that society was moving toward a “communicational personalization”, that is, communication
that privileges audiences with more localized interests, because audiences are fragmented and
seek “markets segmented by lifestyles and regions” (Faustino 2000, p. 90).

In order to understand the local, we have to look at it in its global context, in the
context of globalization and the communicational differences that result from it. First,
we look at the issue of space, which has become more relative because of the blurring of
borders and because of the networks that transmit mass information, which are accessible
to everyone and anywhere in the world.

This new communicational paradigm results in a close relationship between the local
and the global, since it is increasingly difficult to establish boundaries between events,
given the relationship between them, even when they occur in distant locations (Lopez
Garcia 2004). The impact of globalization is precisely the fact that an event from the other
side of the world can assume relevance in a specific locality or region, and this makes these
two realities closer. Thus, the borders become more tenuous, to the extent that the same
event finds its news value in areas of different territorial amplitude, the focus of the news
itself being different according to the geographical location of its sender and receiver.

The study about the presence of global journalism in the news media is not new.
In 2015, Sarah Van Leuven and Peter Berglez showed several examples of analyses that
have already been made concerning media coverage of global crises, such as transnational
protests or climate change reporting. Nevertheless, all these studies were conducted with
a national news perspective and did not analyze local newspapers and their relationship
with local communities, nor did they address the war in Ukraine.

The world’s interconnexion and interdependence and, of course, the news flow allow a
“news coverage of various transnational and/or global phenomena such as terrorism, envi-
ronmental pollution, financial meltdowns, the nuclear weapons issue, Internet surveillance,
trafficking, and epidemics such as HIN1 influenza or Ebola” (Van Leuven and Berglez
2015, p. 2). We are convinced that the war in Ukraine is not an exception, since “the
boundary between domestic and foreign coverage is increasingly permeable, and news
reporting should reflect these interconnections and the complexity of our current society”
(Van Leuven and Berglez 2015, p. 2), despite the idea of “national container thinking” of
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Beck (as cited in Van Leuven and Berglez 2015), that news media are still focused in a
national outlook on society.

Therefore, we argue the relevance of the study presented below, which intends to
understand how the invasion of Ukraine by Russia on 24 February 2022, being an event of
international scope, manages to impose itself on the agenda of the local Portuguese media;
we try to understand this phenomenon through the quantity and growth of the number of
articles (news, briefs, reports, interviews, opinion articles, etc.), the sources of information
used, and the location of the articles in the composition of the newspapers analyzed, in
particular Didrio As Beiras and Didrio de Viseu, two local daily newspapers from Portugal.
These two newspapers are a reference in the center region of Portugal, because they still
publish daily print editions, and both are over 20 years old. Didrio As Beiras was founded
in 1994, and Didrio de Viseu was founded in 1997. Despite the great transformation of the
sector, with several newspapers becoming exclusively online, without economic support
and few human resources, these media outlets still fight this “wave” and try to maintain
their connections with local communities.

On 24 February 2022, the Russian offensive advanced through Ukraine, thus confirm-
ing a war that had been announced for some weeks, as a result of an escalation of tension
between the two countries. Knowing beforehand that this invasion would bring immediate
consequences to Ukraine, but also parallel consequences, direct and indirect, to all of
Europe and to the world, the Portuguese national media quickly transformed the subject
into a monothematic character, creating TV news programs with a single and exclusive
subject, identical radio news programs, and newspaper pages totally occupied with the
war theme. Is it expected that the local press, guided by a specific type of newsworthiness
criteria, in which proximity is one of the most used news values, will be distanced from the
subject and that its approach may be only superficial? Or, on the contrary, should the local
press, motivated by the impacts that the war may bring to the whole civil society, highlight
other notable criteria and leverages to also highlight the subject that is on the agenda of
national and international publications and media?

2. Materials and Methods

This study aimed at analyzing two local daily newspapers from the center region of
Portugal: Didrio As Beiras and Didrio de Viseu. The research focuses on the first fifteen days
from the day of the invasion of Ukraine (24 February 2022). Each publication has some
particularities, namely, Didrio As Beiras comes out with a single weekend edition, thus
grouping the Saturday and Sunday articles in a single newspaper, and Didrio de Viseu has a
daily edition from Monday to Friday, so it is not published on holidays or weekends. The
analysis started on 24 February 2022, for both newspapers, and a total of 12 editions were
analyzed, which means that in the case of Didrio As Beiras the last day of the analysis was
9 March 2022, and in the case of Didrio de Viseu it was 14 March 2022.

For this observation, the methodology chosen was quantitative, using an analysis
grid in which we registered the date of the edition, the number of the page on which an
article regarding the war in Ukraine was published, the title of the article, the name of the
newspaper section, the existence of an image, the news genre, the type of source, the name
of the sources, and the presence in the cover.

Contemplating the news genre, we considered the existence of the following, as
presented in Table 1.

As for the type of source (Table 2), it was decided to divide the sources of information
into personal, direct and indirect, documentary, and institutional/official sources. For
this division, we considered the categorization of Manuel Pinto (2000), who classifies
sources in personal or documentary, regarding their nature, and in ocular/primary and
indirect/secondary, regarding their involvement in the facts, and Santos (2003), who
considers the difference between personal and institutional sources. Considering what
Felisbela Lopes (2016) states that there is no typology of information sources “that allows to
account for all the complexity that gathers those/those who are quoted in the news texts”
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(Lopes 2016, p. 181), we chose to classify personal sources in direct sources, when they
were eyewitnesses of what happened or were involved in the events.

Table 1. News genres considered for analysis.

Genre Definition

Text that results and lives from the answers given by an interviewee to a series of
questions. It is “a written transcription of a conversation” (Letria 1999, p. 40) with two
protagonists (journalist and interviewee), integrating the answers in a contextualizing

statement (Martin-Lagardette 1998).
A relatively long informative news text, which reports an event of any thematic order
and is “the journalist’s basic product” (Martin-Lagardette 1998, p. 60). News is
News considered the journalistic genre par excellence, which describes a true, current, or
worthy-of-being-known fact, after collecting, researching, and treating information
related to the fact.

Text that conveys an opinion, even if it contains “a strong informative personality”
(Letria 1999, p. 65) and is identified by its author’s signature, as well as a specific
heading that indicates to the reader that it is an opinion, usually about recently
reported events (Martinez-Albertos 1974).

Photo caption Small text that captures an image and exists as an independent textual unit.
News text that crosses several traditional journalistic genres and uses several narrative
points of view, tending to show rather than tell, because it lives from the
reconstruction of real scenarios.

The reportage aims to deepen a fact, “addressing issues and situations that involve,
legitimize and shape it”, and is therefore a discourse anchored “in the voices that gain
direct echo throughout the final assembly of the text” (Carmelo 2008, p. 106).
Informative news text of concise, factual account of a given event. The brief is part of
Short news “the raw, dry information, given with a minimum and words”, in a genre that is limited

“to reporting the facts without any commentary” (Martin-Lagardette 1998, p. 58).

Interview

Opinion article

Reportage

Table 2. Sources of information.

Type of Source Access to the Source Definition

Personal fonts consist of people, presented in a
singular way (Lopes 2016) and not as a
representative of an institution, involved in the

Personal h?éf;i ¢ event, whose access can be direct (the journalist
contacts with the font himself) or indirect
(another person has contact with the font and the
journalist reproduces its quotes).
Documentary fonts, also understood as
Documentary n/a “non-human sources” (Lopes 2016), include

press releases, announcements, or other relevant
written documents.

Institutional or official fonts may comprehend a

Institutional n/a person, if they stand for an office or an

institution, or the institution itself.

3. Results
3.1. The Results—Didrio as Beiras

Between 24 February and 9 March, 91 journalistic articles dedicated to the conflict in
Ukraine were identified, in which there was a reference, direct or indirect, to this war. It
can be seen that the approach is at first modest, with an upward trend, reaching its peak
after six days of invasion. After 3 March, the curve becomes downward and then stabilizes
at an average of six articles per publication, as can be seen in Figure 1.
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Figure 1. Frequency of articles by day in Didrio As Beiras.

Considering the sections of the newspaper in which the articles related to this theme
are published, it can be seen that many are paginated in the final section of the newspaper,
with the name “National/International”. This section of the newspaper is commonly
filled with brief news items, produced or copied from the main Portuguese news agency—
Agéncia Lusa—as we will see later. It is also verified that the largest number of articles in
this part of the newspaper appears in the very first days of analysis and in a final phase
of this research, since, in the largest peak of articles about the war in Ukraine, the articles
were allocated mainly in the “Coimbra Essentials” section, which is closer to the central
pages of the newspaper and where the most prominent news and reports usually appear.
It can be seen that this section gathers 22% of the total number of published articles. By
looking at Figure 2, we can see that the articles are also distributed in other sections of the
newspaper, although with less relevance, namely on the back cover, “Region”, “Opinion”,
“Sports”, and “Take Action”.

= National / International

= Essential Figueira da Foz

= Essential Coimbra
Opinion

= Region

= Sports

= Act

= Back cover

Figure 2. Articles by sections in Didrio As Beiras.
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Most (n = 57) of these 91 published articles are accompanied by a photograph alluding
to the event or to the sources involved (62.6%), and, looking at the journalistic genre used
to approach the subject, it can be seen that the most-used genre is short news (n = 47),
followed by news (n = 29), with a reduced option for reportage, a journalistic genre that
allows greater depth of the themes (n = 2). In the specific case of the newspaper As Beiras,
there is the “Picture of the day” format, in which the daily newspaper adopts an image
to highlight, accompanied by a short paragraph of text explaining the image. Also in this
case the use of this feature is reduced. Figure 3 shows that opinion articles (n = 11) appear
with some expression, and there are no interviews, chronicles, or editorials dedicated to
the theme.

= News

» Reportage

= Short news
Opinion Article

= Photo caption

Figure 3. Articles by genre in Didrio As Beiras.

Of these articles, only five are placed on the front page, side, or footnote, and only one
article deserves photographic highlighting by the newspaper, in these 12 publications analyzed.

From another angle of analysis, we tried to understand which typologies of informa-
tion sources were used to build the articles that the newspaper published regarding the war
in Ukraine. The largest weight falls on institutional sources (n = 56), with more than half of
the information sources (61.5%) being representative of some social or political institution,
far removed from the second most-used typology, direct personal sources (n = 6), which
include only 6.6% of the cases. It is noteworthy that in 13.2% of the cases the articles are
created without any reference to an information source, and in 13.2% the identification of
information sources does not apply, since this percentage refers to the number of opinion
articles (n = 12) published on the subject. Figure 4 also shows that there is an isolated
case in which the source combines two types, namely an institutional source with a direct
personal source, also showing that there was, albeit small, recourse to other media outlets
as sources of information (4.4%).
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institutional + Direct Personal ] 1

No Source 12
Other sources 4

Indirect Personal 0
Direct Personal 1 6
institutional | 56

Documental 0

0 10 20 30 40 50 60

Figure 4. Sources of information used by Didrio As Beiras.

Anticipating a considerable use of institutional sources, similar to the data obtained
in previous studies carried out in the local press (Midoes and Martins 2020), this research
also aimed to identify the main entities that assume the position of institutional sources
and that are mentioned by journalists in the 56 articles where this type of source was used.
Therefore, a more detailed analysis shows that municipalities and local authorities have a
significant weight in this media outlet (n = 16), that is, in 28.6% of the cases. Even though
the subject is of an international nature, involving Russia and Ukraine, the second most
used category of institutional sources is the Portuguese State (n = 8); only then comes
the Ukrainian State (n = 7), distanced from sources connected to the Russian State (n = 2).
Figure 5 shows the distribution of these institutional sources by other entities linked to
political parties, educational institutions, and the European Union, among others.

Other institutions 4
Presidency of USA I 1

Church BH 1
Political parties 3
Cultural and sports institutions 3

Educational institutions 4
Non-governmental organizations 3

Municipalities and local power | 16

Ukrainian state | 7

Russian state 2
United Nations 2

Portuguese state ] 8

European Union | 6

Figure 5. Distribution of institutional sources in Didrio As Beiras.

In more detail, Table 3 presents all the sources of information used. In this detail, it is
important to underline that, among the institutional sources linked to municipalities and
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local power, the mayors are the most sought after by journalists to obtain information, and
there is, as can be seen, no other source to which they resort so frequently.

Table 3. Sources of information used by Didrio As Beiras.

Name of the Institution Number of Times it Appears

(@)}

European Union
Portuguese state
United Nations
Russian state
Ukrainian state
Municipalities and local power
Non-governmental organizations
Educational institutions
Cultural and sports institutions
Political parties
Church
Presidency of USA
Other institutions

NN N

[y
(o)}

A W) W W

3.2. The Results—Didrio de Viseu

Between 24 February and 14 March 2022, the local newspaper Didrio de Viseu published
a total of 104 articles about the war in Ukraine. The coverage of the theme was more
expressive from the second day on, and the peak was registered on the sixth day after the
beginning of the war, with a decreasing trend from that date on, as can be seen in Figure 6.
On the covers of the daily newspaper, the war theme was highlighted seven times as a
headline, five times in a call-out format, and twice as a main photo.

16
14

12

10

Dayl Day2 Day3 Day4 Day5 Day6 Day7 Day8 Day9 Day 10 Day 11 Day 12

Figure 6. Frequency of articles by day in Didrio de Viseu.

As Figure 7 shows, most (57%) of the articles referring to the conflict in Ukraine
published in Didrio de Viseu are paginated in the “National/International” section, which
appears in the second half of the newspaper, before the “Agenda” section and after the
“Sports” section. Still, it is worth noting the presence of several articles in the “Viseu”, “Fea-
tured”, and “Regiao das Beiras” sections, where the war is covered from a local perspective.
In fact, the articles that occupy the “National/International” section contain the develop-
ments of the conflict day by day, while the articles published in the remaining sections use
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a regional lens to address the war in Ukraine, either by reporting on humanitarian actions
or tributes, or by interviewing Russian and Ukrainian citizens living in the Viseu district.

1% 1%

= National / International
= Festured

= Viseu

= Opinion

= Beiras Region

= Business & Companies
= Interview

= Back cover

Figure 7. Articles by sections in Didrio de Viseu.

As far as the image category is concerned, only 33% of the 104 published articles are
accompanied by a photo alluding to the sources or to the event. This data is related to the
issue of journalistic genres, since 54% of the published articles are short news (n = 56), i.e.,
news texts with fewer than four paragraphs. The second most used journalistic genre is
news (n = 31); on the other hand, there is little expression of reportage (n = 3). Through
Figure 8, we can also perceive the small representation of the interview, which appears only
once, having Major-General Carlos Chaves as the protagonist.

= News

= Reportage

= Short news

« Interview

= Opinion Article

= Photo caption

Figure 8. Articles by genre in Didrio de Viseu.
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As for the type of information sources, as can be seen in Figure 9, the analysis of Didrio
de Viseu shows us that in 69% of the articles the sources used were institutional (n = 72).
The direct personal sources are not well represented (n = 4) and appear in only 4% of the
articles, one of which includes an interview. We should also underscore that in 10% of the
articles analyzed there is no reference to any source of information, and we should also
consider the opinion articles, where this categorization of sources does not apply.

institutional + Direct Personal _J 2
institutional + other sources :] 2
N/A B 11
No Source T 11
Other sources [ 2
Indirect Personal 0

Direct Personal j 4

institutional | 72

Documental 0

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80

Figure 9. Sources of information used by Didrio de Viseu.

Particularizing this data as to the origin of these sources, as is visible in Figure 10, we
realize that most entities are official Ukrainian state sources (20%), official European Union
sources (17%), and municipal or local government sources (14%). These data also show the
discrepancy between the use of official Ukrainian and Russian state sources (6%).

Other institutions : ) | 24

Presidency of USA | S
Church B 2
Cultural and sports institutions | 5

Educational institutions & 1

Non-governmental organizations ) 8

Municipalities and local power : | 20
Ukrainian state | 28
Russian state ] 9
United Nations [ ) ) j 13
Portuguese state I 4
European Union | 24
0 5 10 15 20 25 30

Figure 10. Distribution of institutional sources in Didrio de Viseu.

4. Differences and Parallelisms between the Newspapers

Having concluded the analysis of the coverage that Didrio As Beiras and Didrio de Viseu
made of the war in Ukraine in the first twelve editions published by each newspaper from
the day of the beginning of the conflict, it is now important to find possible similarities and
points of distance.
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Regarding the number of articles published, the two periodicals are close, although
there are some differences in the journalistic genres and images. Most of the articles that
Didrio As Beiras published about the war in Ukraine are accompanied by an image, while in
the Didrio de Viseu articles with photos are a minority. At the same time, short news is the
predominant journalistic genre in Didrio de Viseu, and news is the most used genre in Didrio
As Beiras. These data lead us to consider that the theme had more prominence in Didrio As
Beiras, since it was mostly conveyed using longer texts and accompanied by photographs.
On the other hand, the war had little expression on the front pages of Didrio As Beiras (only
five headlines and one main photo) when compared to its prominence on the front pages
of Didrio de Viseu, which gave it seven headlines, five headlines, and two main photos.

In the sum of the two publications (Figure 11), there were 195 articles dedicated to
this theme, assuming the brief format as the most recurrent journalistic approach to the
subject, with more than half (51.8%) of the events being approached in a light or superficial
way. Only then comes news (30.8%), and as a last resource, or less used by the newspapers,
reportage (2.56%).

120
100
80
60
40

20

DB DV

m Number of articles  m Articles with image

Figure 11. Comparison between Didrio As Beiras (DB) and Didrio de Viseu (DV) regarding number of
articles and images.

In terms of the sections of the newspapers, both resort mostly to the
“National/International” space, to integrate an issue of international politics. Although it
is not surprising to find the developments of the war in this section, it is significant that on
every day of the analysis there is at least one article in the space dedicated to national and
foreign affairs, especially because this section never occupies more than one page in each
newspaper. The insertion of the theme in the segments dedicated to the coverage of local
events shows us that there is a regional lens applied to the conflict, essentially from the
coverage of tributes and solidarity actions that took place in the regions of implementation
of the newspapers.

As for the type of information sources, the overwhelming weight of institutional
sources is one of the most relevant aspects of the analysis. These results, along with
the low representation of direct personal sources, give us some clues about the coverage
of the war in Ukraine by a local newspaper. On the one hand, it is expected that local
journalism finds institutions as the main source of information to report on a conflict that
takes place more than four thousand kilometers away; on the other hand, it is significant
that there is a regional angle to the conflict and that, even in those articles, institutions,
such as municipalities and associations, continue to predominate as the main sources of
information. These data bring us back to the concept of “seated journalism” (Néveu 2001)
also visible in the small expression of the journalistic genre of reportage. That is a type of
journalism that essentially aims at remaking other people’s texts, essentially press releases
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or news agency texts, as opposed to street journalism, which is more “oriented toward the
collection of information in the field” (Néveu 2001, p. 12). As Kovach and Rosenstiel (2004)
point out, journalists become passive based on more time spent “trying to synthesize the
endless stream of data coming to them through the new information portals” (p. 80).

Still in the field of information sources, the particularization of the origin of institu-
tional sources also brings us to the discrepancy between the weight given to the two sides
of the conflict. In Didrio de Viseu, the attention to sources from the Ukrainian state and the
Russian state is 20% and 6%, and in the Didrio das Beiras, we find a disparity of 11% to
3%. The Russian side, as the aggressor country, is overlooked in relation to the Ukrainian
side, as the aggressed country, and in the case of Didrio de Viseu this disharmony is also
evident in the language used, in discursive marks such as “fascist dictator” whenever the
newspaper introduces Vladimir Putin, or in the production of value judgments to introduce
the news that talks about the Portuguese Communist Party not having voted in favor of
condemning the Russian offensive:

The MEPs of the Portuguese Communist Party, in a regrettable attitude, voted
against the resolution on the Russian military aggression in Ukraine adopted
yesterday by the European Parliament, putting themselves once again on the side
of the fascist dictator Vladimir Putin and his criminal acts. As had happened at
the beginning of the war, the Portuguese communists were unable to censure the
dictator Putin, as indeed, in their history, have already done with other dictators,
as with the North Korean, Cuban or Venezuelan regime (Didrio de Viseu 2022).

5. Discussion of the Results

A comparative study between the Didrio de Coimbra and Didrio As Beiras (Martins 2008)
between October 2005 and September 2006 showed that in the 6472 news items analyzed,
the “International” category was, as expected, the least reported. In both Didrio de Coimbra
and Didrio As Beiras, only 8% of the pieces analyzed had an international theme, with a
very small space on the front pages of the dailies. In this case, the international theme was
in clear prominence, both from the point of view of the number of articles published and
even the prominence of these articles.

The subject took priority in the production routine of both newsrooms, and this is
expressed by the number of articles presented in the 12 analyzed publications of each
newspaper (n = 195). Still, the use of reportage as the preferred journalistic genre, using
direct contact with information sources (for example, Ukrainian refugees arriving in Por-
tugal, host families, etc.), going to the field, the journalist’s own observation, the creation
of unique and exclusive angles in the media production routine, as is expected to happen
in the exercise of local journalism and the use of reporting to tell local stories (Midoes
2021a), fell short of what would be expected for a local media that is supposed to create a
greater connection with local communities (Bonixe 2014; Bonixe 2017). On the contrary, the
intensive use of short news shows that there is a desk journalism, which is not in-depth
and is based on the replication of news broadcast by the main Portuguese news agency
(Agéncia Lusa), mirroring the use that this agency makes of official (State) and institutional
sources for the coverage of the subject.

A study by Morais et al. (2020), which questioned 107 journalists from 25 newspapers
and 17 local radio stations in the center region of Portugal, helps to justify this reality, since
it shows that 45.8% of the journalists use the cell phone as the preferred means of contact
with sources, contrasting with the 22.4% who prefer face-to-face contact. These numbers
show that the predisposition toward reportage and for the deepening of themes in the field,
not abdicating the observation and description of the journalist in the construction of the
narrative, is small, compared to the news that, commonly, results from phone calls from
journalists to information sources. In fact, this same study indicates that 40.2% of these
journalists consider that the journalistic genre that most needs to innovate is reportage,
but they point out narrative tools and storytelling to do it, the visualization of data or the
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incorporation of multimedia contents, without indicating any kind of need to intensify the
use of this genre.

When the themes related to the invasion and war in Ukraine, due to their growing
degree of importance and the imposition on the media agenda, are diverted from the
“National/International” page to others better positioned in the newspapers and of greater
prominence, where a more local scope resides, the use of official and institutional sources is
maintained, but the focus is clearly on the local authorities, namely the municipalities. This
aspect corroborates the data obtained in the study by Midoes and Martins (2020) regarding
the Jornal da Bairrada, which already showed an intense use of this type of source, but this
research also reflects the journalists” option for “accessible sources capable of ensuring
a constant flow of information capable of feeding the journalistic organization device”
(Bonixe 2012, p. 25).

However, this preference for a more succinct approach using short news and news, in
a relevant quantity of articles, with the emphasized use of institutional sources typology,
already evidenced above, reinforces the argument of Carlos Camponez (2002) about the
specificities of the local press, to which he points out characteristics such as the proximity
to the agents and institutions that dominate the social space, the territoriality, in which the
local or regional media is inserted.

6. Conclusions

The present analysis targeted the daily local newspapers Didrio As Beiras and Didrio
de Viseu, from Portugal, focusing on the coverage of an international conflict, the war in
Ukraine. The presence of war in their pages confirms the idea of glocalization (Borja and
Castells 2001; Cascais 2001), especially when we are facing an event as prominent as a war.

Proximity is the news value of reference in local media, but in the case of international
or transnational issues, as for example the war in Ukraine, other criteria are imposed
and make newspapers’ editorial staff give importance to the subject. Still, it is important
to mention that proximity cannot be considered only from a geographical perspective.
Although Ukraine is quite distant from Portugal, the international and diplomatic relations
between the countries, the strong presence of an immigrant Ukrainian community in
Portugal, and even the imminence of a possible world war, place this subject in the context
of cultural proximity, interests, and affinity with the theme.

Throughout this study, although we conclude that the theme of the war in Ukraine
took space in the pages of newspapers and that this occupation was gradual and growing,
the approach proved to be superficial, if we consider the prevalent journalistic genres,
mostly news and short news, and the simplistic way the subject was approached, with the
newspapers relying heavily on institutional sources and communication agencies.

Despite this soft approach, there was a regional lens applied to the conflict, mainly
in the coverage of tributes and solidarity actions that took place. It is also significant that
in the regional angle of the conflict, institutions, such as municipalities and associations,
continued to predominate as the main sources of information.

This study also shows that in the Portuguese local press, we are faced with a “seated
journalism” (Néveu 2001), with few human resources to go out to report and follow local
events, such as those that have been promoted locally by the community of Ukrainian
immigrants in Portugal.

So, answering the research question, these two publications follow the standards of
the agenda adopted by the national media outlets, highlighting the war topic. Nevertheless,
the angle and the approach both seem to be limited by the organizational factors, which
confirms the difficulties inside the newsrooms of local media, facing cuts and limitations in
terms of financial and human resources caused by the existing pressure on their business
models, the decline in the number of readers, and the decrease in advertising revenues
(Nielsen 2015).

This research ultimately shows that there is a close relationship between local and
global, as already evidenced by Lopez Garcia (2004), mainly because borders cease to exist
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even when events take place in distant places, since these events still have an impact on
local communities, as is the case of the invasion of Ukraine and the consequent war that
has taken place in the Ukrainian territory.
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Notes

! “Proximity journalism” (Camponez 2002; Jeronimo 2017) is the term used to conceptualize local journalism and, in the Portuguese

and Spanish contexts, it is still applied to this field of work. Nevertheless, the authors consider “local journalism” as a more
stable, global and recognised concept and used this concept through the article.
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