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• Liberal education helps students develop a
sense of social responsibility, strong and
transferable social and practical skills as
analytical, critical thinking and problem-
solving skills and demonstrated ability to
apply knowledge and skills in real-word
settings ( Robbins, 2014)

•Critical thinking with broad analytical skills
and learning how to learn are two of the
important outcomes of liberal arts learning
found in the book, A New Case for the
Liberal Arts: Assessing Institutional Goals
and Student Development (Winter,
McClelland, & Stewart, 1981 cited in
Haberberger, 2017)

•At the University of Lethbridge, the four
pillars of liberal education are outlined as:
breadth across disciplines; the ability to
connect and integrate knowledge; critical
thinking and problem-solving skills; and
civic engagement ( Mackay and Eva, 2019)

• Information literacy is multidisciplinary in
nature which underlies all other
disciplines much like liberal education
itself

•At the philosophical level information
literacy is a fundamental part of students’
broader skill set that will help him or her
to be effective and responsible users and
creators of information both in college
and beyond ( Wiebe,2016)

•Wiebe also explicitly notes the connection
between information literacy, liberal
education, and lifelong learning – all
linked to the critical thinking skills needed
to evaluate information not just for
academic purposes, but for life.

• In today’s era of ‘fake news’, information
literacy is a skill as critical to today’s
citizens as reading or writing.

•Critical thinking skills taught in a liberal
education are mirrored in the evaluation
skills needed to be information literate,
and to live a successfully informed life
(Moyo and Mavodza, 2016)

•Higher education has been
reconceptualized to prepare
students as productive global
citizens in 21st century world

•Additional engagement with the
social, cultural, economic and
political contexts of information
access, retrieval, use, and creation
is required for teaching of 21st

century information literacy (IL)
(Kutner and Armstrong, 2012)
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