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VIII Summary

Polyps of the colon and rectum are true tumors and are
the precursors of one of the most common forms of carcinoma,
Because of differences in incidence, clinical course, pathology,
and management, they are divided into two groups, the villous
adenoma and' the adenomatous polyp: They are common tumors occurr-
ing in about 15 percent of the population. Between 80 and 90
percent can be diagnosed by sigmoidoscopic examination. Blood
in the rectum or the presence of a sentinal polyp are the two
most important findings on sigmoidoscopic examination and in-
dicate that roentgenograms of the colon should be done. Because
true polyps of the colon and rectum are premalignant tumors and
because they can be removed with little risk to the patient, their
early diagnosis and removal provides the ideal approach to the

prevention of carcinoma of the colon and rectum,

54.
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