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1 Introduction

Plasmas allow a wide range of material modifications in order to optimize ma-
terial properties for a specific purpose by applying different methods. For in-
stance, plasma etching has enabled a technical revolution in the semiconductor
industry [DK13], and plasma enhanced chemical vapour deposition provides the
generation of functional layers, e.g. in solar cells [RRM+02,CCC16]. During the
COVID-19 pandemic, the need of sterilizing medical instruments or human skin
has gained special attention. But already prior to that, plasma discharges have
been investigated and applied for sterilization purposes [LWY01,MBC+02].

These examples illustrate the great number of plasma treatment processes which
all use the different plasma species. Heavy particles (i.e. atoms, molecules, ions or
radicals), electrons as well as photons produce a collective flux onto the material.
The resulting effect depends both on the particular absolute fluxes and the energy
of the impinging particle species. Since ions can be guided directionally onto
surfaces due to their charge, they are commonly used as main reactive species
in low pressure plasmas. Photons cover a wide energy range from the infrared
with energies below 1.8 eV to the vacuum ultraviolet region with a photon energy
above 6.2 eV. Due to the high photon energy, VUV/UV photons may have a
significant influence [SZDE12,TGYH11,LWY01] on the material.

While the supply gas roughly sets the photons’ spectral distribution, the dis-
charge’s operating parameters (e.g. pressure, input power) have an influence on
the absolute fluxes as well as on the photon-to-ion flux ratios. Depending on the
specific application, the photon-to-ion flux ratio might affect the process perfor-
mance beneficially or adversely and can serve as tuning knob to optimize or to
taylor a specific plasma setup. For this purpose, an energy resolved quantifica-
tion of VUV/UV photon fluxes with respect to external operating parameters is
essential.

However, this claim implies great challenges regarding absolute in-situ wavelength
resolved measurements down to the vacuum ultraviolet range. Commonly, large
and expensive VUV spectrometers are used which require a direct vacuum connec-
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tion to the plasma chamber. Due to their size, they cannot be easily transported
or applied at different setups. Over and above, an absolute intensity calibration of
the VUV diagnostic must be performed. Radiation produced by electron storage
rings serves as typical primary standard source below 116 nm, but is associated
with high efforts. Moreover, the solid angles both of the standard source’s emis-
sion and the instrument’s collection volume must be carefully considered in the
calibration. As a consequence, quantitative measurements in the VUV region are
limitedly performed [WRA+01,GBMB08,TGYH11,FHL+18].

To overcome these difficulties regarding VUV spectrometers, the recent years
have shown a growing interest in transferrable VUV detectors, e.g. based on a
VUV silicon diode [KTK+15] or on the conversion of VUV radiation by a sodium
salicylate layer into visible light [BLC+14, IMF+17]. Wavelength resolution can
be achieved by inserting spectral filters between the plasma and the detector.

Their absolute calibration depends on the complex calculation of solid angles
corresponding to the plasma emission and the collecting volume of the device.
Moreover, the procedures do not consider effects arising from spectral variations in
different gases since the calibration is commonly performed only in one single gas.
Besides, the results are exposed to several uncertainties due to underlying assump-
tions: Regarding the device based on a diode which is presented in [KTK+15],
the calibration relies on wavelength-averaged values of the filter transmission and
the diode’s responsivity. Detectors based on a sodium salicylate layer must cru-
cially consider the wavelength dependency of the quantum efficiency. It might
be affected both by the manufacturing process and by degradation effects. These
aspects might limit the accuracy of the absolute quantification of photon fluxes.

In this work, a portable diagnostic tool based on a VUV silicon diode and a set
of bandpass and edge filters will is developed. In contrast to the above men-
tioned detectors, its unique feature is the direct absolute calibration against an
absolutely intensity calibrated VUV spectrometer. This calibration is performed
both individually for each filter and specifically for a variety of supply gases. It
directly includes the wavelength dependency of the filter transmission and the
diode’s sensitivity as well as the viewing volume of the device.

The absolute intensity calibration of the VUV spectrometer is performed in-house
by extending the standard method which is based on a deuterium arc lamp and
using branching ratios in nitrogen [MZ71]. The corresponding relative calibration
curve down to 116 nm from the standard procedure is continued down to 46 nm
applying a high current hollow cathode [DGF+88,HKW94,HKHW02]. Absolute



8 Chapter 1. Introduction

scaling is achieved against an absolutely intensity calibrated optical spectrometer
using a helium discharge.
The entire spectroscopic system at PlanICE which includes an optical emission
spectrometer as well as the VUV spectrometer spectrometer equipped with two
detectors — a photomultiplier tube and a channel electron multiplier — allows
the investigation of photon fluxes in the range from 46 nm to 933 nm. In order
to compile appropriate filter sets for the VUV diode system, emission ranges of
gases that are typically applied for process plasmas are investigated in pressure
and power scans. The gases include the pure gases argon, hydrogen, nitrogen
and oxygen as well as mixtures thereof. Emission ranges with relevant photon
fluxes are identified with respect to the ion flux. The latter is determined using
Langmuir probe measurements and an energy resolved mass spectrometer.
Having selected appropriate filter sets, the diode system is absolutely calibrated
in each gas and for each corresponding filter individually against the VUV spec-
trometer. Furthermore, a detailed characterization of the diode system is carried
out regarding, inter alia, different performance aspects (e.g. reproducibility, lin-
earity) and aging effects due to high energetic VUV radiation. It is complemented
by extensive benchmark measurements at PlanICE using the VUV spectrometer
and the optical spectrometer as reference.
The diode system’s applicability as a portable, flexible and reliable VUV diagnos-
tic tool will be demonstrated at three different plasma experiments — the in-house
laboratory setup ACCesS, the low pressure sterilization reactor PlasmaDecon at
the Ruhr-Universität Bochum and the ion source of the Batman Upgrade test
stand at the Max-Planck-Institut für Plasmaphysik (IPP, Garching).
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2 Atoms and molecules in low
pressure plasmas

2.1 General properties of low pressure plasmas

The plasma state describes a partly or fully ionized gas which, therefore, contains
neutral particles, positive as well as negative ions and electrons. In contrast
to plasmas around or exceeding atmospheric pressure, the low pressure regime
typically covers the range of several Pascal and below [CB11]. Their properties
are summarized in the following, mainly based on the detailed description in
[CB11,LL05].

Quasineutrality
The plasma is quasineutral. This term describes the balance between the sum of
the positively charged particle densities and the sum of the negatively charged
particle densities. Hence, no charge accumulation takes places. On a macroscopic
scale, this leads to the equation∑

i

Zin
+
i =

∑
j

Zjn
−
j + ne, (2.1)

where n+
i and n−j denote the density of positively charged ion species i and nega-

tively charged ion species j, respectively, with the corresponding ionization levels
Zi and Zj. The electron density is stated with ne. Neglecting negative ions and
assuming only single ionization, which serves as good approximation for common
low pressure plasmas, the quasineutral property of a plasma can be expressed
with

n+
ion = ne, (2.2)

where n+
ion characterizes the positive ion density.
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Distribution function & particle temperature
Distribution functions f(r, v, t) describe a specific particle’s probability of being
located in a differential volume at the position r with a velocity v at a given point
in time t.

The velocity distribution of an ensemble with a density n and a particle mass
m gives the probability for one particle in the ensemble having a velocity in the
range between v and v + dv. Under thermodynamic equilibrium conditions, it
follows the isotropic Maxwell-Boltzmann distribution

fM(v) =

(
m

2πkBT

)3/2

4πv2 exp

(
− mv2

2kBT

)
(2.3)

with the characteristic thermodynamic temperature T and the normalization∫ ∞
0

fM(r, v, t)dv = 1. (2.4)

Equation (2.3) can be transformed into the energy distribution

fM(E) =
2√
π

(
1

kBT

)3/2

E1/2 exp

(
− E

kBT

)
(2.5)

with the kinetic energy being in the range E and E + dE. The mean velocity

< v >=

∫ ∞
0

vfM(v) dv =

(
8kBT

πm

)1/2

(2.6)

and the mean particle energy

< E >=

∫ ∞
0

EfM(E) dE =
3

2
kBT (2.7)

can be derived.

Plasma generation is commonly achieved via electric or electromagnetic fields
transferring the external power predominantly to the electrons. They distribute
their kinetic energy among each other via electron-electron collisions. Under the
assumption of a sufficiently high collision frequency, a thermalized electron en-
semble evolves. Its electron energy distribution function (EEDF) f(Ee) follows
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a Maxwell-Boltzmann distribution according to equation (2.5) with the electron
temperature T = Te and the electron energy Ee. Nevertheless, one has to be aware
that deviations from a Maxwellian distribution function can occur depending on
the present energy exchange processes (e.g. excitation or ionization of heavy par-
ticles induced by electron impact or particular heating processes). Other possible
distribution types for example are a Bi-Maxwellian or a Druyvensteyn distribu-
tion [GPA93].
The electron energy probability function (EEPF) g(Ee) is defined as

g(Ee) = E−1/2
e · f(Ee). (2.8)

The electron ensemble passes the energy to the neutrals and ions via elastic col-
lisions. The difference in mass and the small collision probability at low pressure
lead to an inefficient heating mechanism of the heavy particles and prevent a ther-
malization between the electrons and the neutral particles and ions. As a conse-
quence, the three particle ensembles might be characterized by the electron tem-
perature Te and the temperatures Tneutral and Tion of the neutral particle and the
ion ensemble, respectively. In low pressure plasmas, Te is typically much higher
than the temperatures of the ions and the neutrals with Tion ≈ Tneutral = Tgas.
In the present work, the gas temperature Tgas is in the range of 0.04 - 0.13 eV
(≈ 500− 1500K) while the typical electron temperature is in the order of several
eV.

Plasma sheath
Due to necessary vacuum conditions, low pressure discharges are contained in
plasma vessels. The interaction of the plasma with the walls is inevitable and
forms a boundary layer between the bulk plasma and the surface. For a plasma
which is on a certain plasma potential Vpl and which has a negligible portion
of negative ions in vicinity of an insulated object, the flux of electrons leaving
the plasma can be expressed via Γe = neve with the electron density ne and the
electrons’ velocity ve. It exceeds the positive ion flux Γion = n+

ionvion characterized
by the positive ion density n+

ion and the ions’ velocity vion. As a result, the
surface is charging negatively and evolves a potential difference with respect to the
bulk plasma. Therefore, electrons are decelerated and positive ions are attracted
towards the object such that Γe = Γion is valid. The creation of the so-called
plasma sheath region is driven by the quasi-neutrality of the plasma which stays
valid for the bulk plasma. Since the electrons are repelled, the electron density
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decreases more rapidly towards the surface than the ion density within the sheath.
This can be seen in the lower part of figure 2.1. In steady-state condition (Γe =

Γion) the potential of the surface has reached the floating potential Vfl with Vfl <

Vpl. This situation is presented in the upper part of figure 2.1.

  

Figure 2.1: Schematic spatial profiles of the electrostatic potential, the positive
ion density n+

ion and electron density ne for a plasma in contact with an insulated
surface [LL05].

Neglecting collisional processes within the sheath region, the continuity of the
positive ion flux and the ion energy conservation lead to the Bohm criterion
[CB11]

vion ≥ vB :=
√
kBTe

mion

(2.9)

for the ion speed vion. Accordingly, positive ions entering the plasma sheath must
have a directed velocity greater than the Bohm velocity vB in order to maintain
the flux continuity across the sheath. On their way from the bulk to the surface,
ions gain this necessary speed due to a small electric field in the quasi-neutral
pre-sheath. Following [LL05], the typical dimension of the sheath region is below
one mm in the plasmas investigated during this work.
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2.2 Atomic and molecular energy levels

2.2.1 Atoms

General aspects given in the following overview are mainly taken from [Dem16,
TLJ99]. Atoms exhibit discrete energy levels. The corresponding wave function of
an electron in an atomic level is unambiguously characterized by the four quantum
numbers n, l, ml and ms. While the main quantum number n ∈ N basically
determines the energy of the atomic state, the orbital angular momentum number
l ≤ n− 1 gives information about the spatial probability density — also referred
to as orbital — of the electron. The projection ml (with −l ≤ ml ≤ +l) of
the orbital angular momentum onto an arbitrary quantizing axis describes the
annulment of the energy level’s degeneracy within an external magnetic field.
An electronic spin with quantum number s = 1/2 is associated with the electron
and its analogous projection is referred to as ms = ±1/2. The spin linked to the
nucleus is not further considered.

Hydrogen with one electron in the atomic shell is the simplest representative of
atoms. The electronic energy of the atomic hydrogen state n calculates with

En =
mee

4

8ε20h
2
·
(

1− 1

n2

)
(2.10)

:= Ry ·
(

1− 1

n2

)
= 13.6 eV ·

(
1− 1

n2

)
(2.11)

including the electron mass me, the elementary charge e, the permittivity of free
space ε0, the Planck’s constant h and the Rydberg constant Ry.

Apart from the one-electron system hydrogen, in the atomic shell of atoms several
electrons are present with the individual orbital angular momenta li and electronic
spins si. Different coupling cases of the angular momenta occur such as LS
coupling, jj coupling and jl coupling.

LS coupling
The case of LS coupling usually applies for light atoms with a low nuclear charge
and describes the situation that both the coupling between the li as well as be-
tween the si of all electrons exceeds the interaction between orbital movement
and spin for one individual electron. The resulting total orbital angular momen-
tum L and electronic spin S together with the quantum numbers L and S are



14 Chapter 2. Atoms and molecules in low pressure plasmas

defined as

L =
∑
i

li with |L| =
√
L(L+ 1)~ and (2.12)

S =
∑
i

si with |S| =
√
S(S + 1)~ (2.13)

with ~ = h
2π
. Further coupling of L with S leads to the total angular momentum

J of the electronic shell:

J = L + S with |J| =
√
J(J + 1)~. (2.14)

According to the principles of quantum mechanical angular momentum addition,
the corresponding quantum number J takes the values |L− S|, . . . , |L+ S|. In
this case, the degeneracy of an electronic level is given by

gJ = (2L+ 1) · (2S + 1). (2.15)

The resulting energetic splitting according to J is referred to as fine structure.
The spectroscopic notation of a state in the LS coupling case is

n2S+1ZJ (2.16)

and includes the main quantum number n of the state, the multiplicity 2S + 1

and the quantum number J and the capital latin letter Z = S, P,D, . . . corre-
sponding to the quantum numbers L = 0, 1, 2, . . . . The multiplicity allows the
classification of atomic states to different spin systems. For example, atomic
states with 2S + 1 = 1 belong to the singlet system while 2S+1 = 2 refers to the
doublet system and levels with 2S + 1 = 3 are called triplet. Based on quantum
mechanical principles, the selection rules

∆L = 0,±1 with L = 0 9 L = 0, (2.17)

∆S = 0, and (2.18)

∆J = 0,±1 with J = 0 9 J = 0 (2.19)

apply for dipole transitions between two atomic levels (i.e. emission or absorption
of a photon). For so-called metastable states, dipole transitions to energetic lower
states (e.g. the ground state) are forbidden due to the quantum mechanical



2.2. Atomic and molecular energy levels 15

selections rules. Such metastables occur in atoms as well as in molecules and
are characterized by ’long’ lifetimes. Therefore, transport mechanisms play an
important role.
Energy schemes and corresponding prominent emission lines are examplarily
shown for atomic hydrogen in figure 2.4 (b) and in the appendix for atomic
nitrogen and oxygen (see figures A.2 and A.1).

jj coupling
The jj coupling case commonly occurs in heavy atoms (e.g. lead) where the cou-
pling between the individual angular momenta and spins of the single electrons,
li and si, is stronger than among the momenta and among the spins. In this case,
the total angular momentum of one electron is given by ji = li +si and the total
angular momentum of the shell results to

J =
∑
i

ji with |J | =
√
J(J + 1)~. (2.20)

L and S are no longer defined. According to [TLJ99] the notation

(j1, j2)J (2.21)

applies with the total angular momentum J of the shell. The quantum numbers
j1 and j2 refer to the angular momentum of one electron or of a certain group of
levels [MW02].

jl coupling in argon
The so-called jl coupling will be presented exemplarily in the following for argon
based on [KD80]. The ground state is characterized by six electrons located in
the 3p orbital. If one electron is excited (into a level with higher main quantum
number n), the remaining five electrons and the excited electron are first con-
sidered independently. For the former, LS coupling applies leading to the total
angular momentum jcore. The two possible configurations 2P1/2 and 2P3/2 result.
Subsequently, jcore couples with the orbital angular momentum l of the excited
electron to

K = jcore + l. (2.22)

The corresponding quantum number K takes the values |K − l|, . . . , |K + l|.
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Finally, the total angular momentum

J = K + s (2.23)

results from the interaction of K and the spin vector s of the excited electron.
The corresponding quantum number is given by

J = K ± 1

2
(2.24)

with the spin quantum number s = 1/2 of the excited electron. An example of
the spectroscopic notation for the jl coupling case, which is proposed in [Rac42],
is given in the following for jcore = 1/2:

(2P1/2)nl[K]J . (2.25)

It includes the term of the core in round brackets, the quantum numbers n and
l of the excited electron, the quantum number K in square brackets and the
quantum number J of the total angular momentum as index. An energy term
scheme of argon for the ground state and several excited states is shown in figure
2.2. The resonant states are 2P o

3/24s[3/2]1 and 2P o
1/24s[1/2]1 which correspond to

the states 1s4 and 1s2, respectively, in Paschen’s notation. Metastable states are
2P o

3/24s[3/2]2 and 2P o
1/24s[1/2]0 which are 1s5 and 1s3 in Paschen’s notation.

2.2.2 Molecules

Molecules consist of at least two atoms and have shared electrons in the shell.
The following overview is mainly based on [Dem16,TLJ99,Ber02] and focuses on
diatomic molecules such as hydrogen, nitrogen and oxygen which are investigated
in the present work. Due to the vibration along and the rotation perpendicular to
the internuclear axis, the molecular energy structure is much more complex than
it is for atoms. In general, the total energy of a molecular state is denoted with G
and is composed by the contributions from electronic excitation Ge corresponding
to the minimum of the potential curve, the vibrational motion Gvib and the
rotational Grot, respectively. It follows

G = Ge +Gvib +Grot. (2.26)
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Figure 2.2: Energy diagram of the argon atom including ground state and
first excited states [KYRa19a]. The Racah notation is used for the excited
states and the ionization energy of 15.57 eV is taken from [VHU99]. Promi-
nent metastable and resonant states are indicated in red and black, respectively,
taken from [MMS12].

Due to the mass difference, the vibration and rotation of the nuclei are much
slower than the electrons’ motion. Therefore, the movement of the nuclei and the
electrons can be considered separately following the so-called Born-Oppenheimer
approximation. The wave function

Ψ(R1, R2, {ri}) = Ψelec(R1, R2, {ri})χnuc(R1, R2) (2.27)

of a diatomic molecule is the product of the electronic wave function Ψelec corre-
sponding to the electrons and the wave function χnuc describing the vibrational
and rotational motion of the nuclei. The latter solely depends on the spatial
coordinates R1 and R2 of the atoms while the former additionally depends on the
positions {ri} of the i electrons.
Following a separation approach, it is possible to split the wave function χnuc of
the nuclear motion into a vibrational and a rotational part which can be consid-
ered individually.
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Electronic states
The electronic Schrödinger equation gives the energy eigenvalues En(R) which
depend on the internuclear distance R including the potential energy and tem-
porally averaged kinetic energy of the electrons. En(R) are referred to as poten-
tial curves and indicate the potential in which the ro-vibrational motion of the
molecule occurs. The potential curve of a stable state is characterized by a mini-
mum whose corresponding energy is denoted with Ge while dissociative states are
characterized by a minimum for R→∞. In accordance to atoms, the electronic
states of molecules depend on the orbital angular momenta and the spins of the
electrons. The individual li and si of the electrons couple to the total momenta
of the electron shell L =

∑
i li and S =

∑
i si with |S| =

√
S(S + 1)~. The

projection of L onto the internuclear axis (which is arbitrarily denoted as z axis
in the following) is quantized by the quantum number Λ with |Lz| = Λ~. In this
case, a molecular state can be specified in the spectroscopic notation

Z 2S+1Λ
(+/−)
u/g (2.28)

which is similar to the one for atoms. Analogously, the multiplicity 2S + 1 is
stated while the quantum number Λ is denoted with the greek letters Σ,Π,∆, . . .

for Λ = 0, 1, 2, . . . . The capital letter Z gives the name of the electronic state
with Z = X indicating the ground state. Information about symmetry properties
of the corresponding wave function can be added. In the case of a symmetry with
respect to the center of the nuclear axis, the wave function is denoted with the
German expressions gerade (g) which means even, otherwise ungerade (u) mean-
ing odd. This characterization exclusively applies for homonuclear molecules.
For all molecular states with Λ = 0, i.e. a Σ state, a classification based on the
symmetry under a reflection on a plane containing the molecular axis leads to
symmetric (+) or antisymmetric (-) wave functions. Furthermore, states with
Λ > 0 exhibit a twofold degeneracy which is revoked by an interaction between
the total electronic angular momenta and the rotation of the nuclei. This effect
leads to the so-called Λ doubling which results in a splitting of the corresponding
energy level according to ±Λ [Kov69].

In general, depending on the interaction strength of the electronic momenta L

and S among each other and with the molecular axis and the molecular rotation,
respectively, several different coupling schemes can be identified [NZ94] which are
classified as Hund’s coupling cases a - e. The following description is restricted
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to case a and based on [Kov69] which is also recommended for further details on
the variety of Hund’s cases. A corresponding schematic is presented in figure 2.3.
In case a, L is not conserved due to the strong coupling of the orbital angular
momentum to the molecular axis, and is replaced by its projection Λ onto the axis.
Resulting from the interaction between orbital angular momentum and electron
spin, the vector S is in precission around the nuclear axis with a projection Σ onto
the z axis. The quantum numbers of the components parallel to the internuclear
axis are Λ and Σ = −S, . . . , S. The resulting angular momentum of spin-orbital
coupling is Ω = Λ + Σ with the quantum number Ω = Λ + Σ. Ω and the
vector R assigned to the molecular rotation form the total angular momentum
J = Ω + R of the molecule with J = |Ω|, |Ω| + 1, . . . being the corresponding
quantum number. Sometimes, Ω is added in the spectroscopic notation (2.28) as
index.

L

S

𝚲 𝚺

𝛀

R J

z

Atom 1 Atom 2

Figure 2.3: Coupling of the angular momenta in a diatomic molecule according
to Hund’s case a following [Kov69]. The orbital angular momentum L and the
spin vector S of the electrons are coupled to the internuclear axis z. Their
projections on this axis, Λ and Σ, form the vector Ω which couples with the
angular momentum R of the molecular rotation resulting in the total angular
momentum J .

Vibrational levels
The vibration of a molecule’s nuclei is significantly determined by the potential
curves of the electronic states which are commonly approximated by a Morse
potential. In this case, the vibrational Schrödinger equation provides discrete
vibrational levels with quantum number v ∈ N0 and the corresponding energy

Gvib(v) = ωe

(
v +

1

2

)
− ωexe

(
v +

1

2

)2

± .... (2.29)
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It is given in units of [cm−1] whereas ωe is the vibrational constant and xe denotes
the anharmonicity constant. Characteristic properties of the molecular vibration
are the finite zero-point energy for v = 0 and a decreasing but finite distance
between the vibrational levels with rising quantum number v. The number of
vibrational levels in an electronic state is finite.

Rotational levels
Including the centrifugal distortion of the internuclear distance due to the molec-
ular rotation, the energy of a rotational level with quantum number J is given
by

Grot(v, J) = BvJ(J + 1)−DvJ
2(J + 1)2 ± .... (2.30)

The possible values of J are characterized by the specific electronic state. The
rotational constant Bv and the centrifugal distortion constant Dv are dependent
on the electronic and vibrational state and can be calculated with

Bv = Be − αe

(
v +

1

2

)
± ..., (2.31)

Dv = De + βe

(
v +

1

2

)
± .... (2.32)

The corresponding constants ωe, ωexe, Be, De, αe and βe for diatomic molecules
are summarized in [HH18].

Selection rules
Similar to atoms, a dipole transition between different molecular electronic states
A′ and A′′ with (ν ′, J ′) and (ν ′′, J ′′), respectively, is subject to the following
quantum mechanical selection rules [TLJ99]:

∆ν = 0,±1,±2, . . . , (2.33)

∆Λ = 0,±1, (2.34)

∆S = 0 and (2.35)

∆J = 0,±1 with J = 0 9 J = 0. (2.36)

The upper state is denoted by a single prime (′), the lower state by the double
prime (′′). For states with Λ = 0, only the transitions Σ− → Σ− or Σ+ → Σ+

are allowed. For homonuclear molecules, the further restriction u ←→ g ap-
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plies. Equation (2.36) classifies the rotational P-, Q-, R-branches according to
∆J = J ′ − J ′′ = −1, 0,+1. Rotational transitions assigned to a specific ∆v are
summarized to a vibrational band.

In the presented work, only the homonuclear molecular gases hydrogen, nitrogen
and oxygen are investigated. In these cases, ro-vibrational transitions A(v′, J ′)→
A(v′′, J ′′) within the same electronic state A are not allowed and, therefore, are
not further discussed.

In figure 2.4 (a) the potential curves of several electronic states of molecular
hydrogen are exemplarily depicted [Sha70, Sha71]. For the ground state also
vibrational levels are indicated [FW06], rotational levels are neglected for the
sake of clarity. Further energy diagrams for molecular nitrogen and oxygen are
given in the figures B.1 and B.2 in the appendix. Typical energy distances between
electronic states are in the range of several eV. For vibrational levels, the distance
is around or below 0.5 eV while the energy gap between rotational states is in the
order of few 10−3 eV [FK11].

2.3 Plasma processes

Due to the great variety of plasma particles (e.g. atomic and molecular neutrals,
positive and negative ions, electrons) a big number of processes can occur between
the individual species, e.g. particle collisions, photon emission and absorption.
Due to the high electron temperature compared to the gas temperature in low
pressure plasmas, electronic excitation processes of heavy particles predominantly
take place via collisions with electrons. Therefore, in the following overview first
a series of important electron-induced processes are highlighted. Subsequently,
a selection of processes including photons will be discussed because they also
contribute to the population density of atomic and molecular states. Since the
plasma is contained in a vessel, the section will be completed with a short review
of loss mechanisms to the walls which are important regarding positive ions and
metastable states of neutrals.

For a more comprehensive description of plasma processes, the reader is referred
to [FK11].
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Figure 2.4: (a) Potential energy curves of several molecular hydrogen states
[Sha70,Sha71] in the singlet (orange) and triplet system (green) with the vibra-
tional levels indicated for the ground state [FW06]. (b) Atomic energy levels of
hydrogen for the main quantum number n. The shift of the right energy axis
gives an impression about the correlation between the molecule and its dissoci-
ation products. For the molecule as well as for the atom the most important
emission characteristics are indicated.

2.3.1 Electron impact processes

Electron impact excitation
Excitation of an electronic state of a heavy particle A occurs following the scheme:

A(k) + e←→ A(i) + e. (2.37)

The transfer of kinetic energy from the electron e to the heavy particle A in the
initial state k leads to an excitation into the final state i and a deceleration of
the electron. The initial state of the heavy particle can be the ground state or
another energy level with k < i, e.g. metastable states. During this transition, the
vibrational population of the initial molecular state is not necessarily conserved.
However, the Franck-Condon Principle allows a description of how the population
of the initial state is ’mapped’ into the excited state. It is based on the fact that
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the electronic transition is considerably faster than the molecular vibration cycle
[FK11,TLJ99]. Therefore, electronic excitation occurs at a constant distance R
of the nuclei in the diatomic molecule. The overlap integral [TLJ99]

qv
′v′′

ik =

∣∣∣∣∫ Ψv′∗
i (R)Ψv′′

k (R)dR

∣∣∣∣2 (2.38)

between the wavefunctions Ψv′∗
i (R) of the vibrational level v′ in the upper elec-

tronic state i and Ψv′′

k (R) of the vibrational level v′′ in the lower electronic level k
is referred to as Franck-Condon factor. It characterizes the probability that the
electronic transition k → i is simultaneously accompanied by a vibrational tran-
sition v′′ → v′ and spans values between 0 and 1. Following the Franck-Condon
factors the vibrational population of the ground state is ’mapped’ into the excited
state as ∆v might be different in the excited state.

Excitation of rotational levels in electronically excited states also predominantly
occur via electron impact. In the ground state, Trot often equals the gas tem-
perature Tgas since the rotational distribution is determined by heavy particle
collisions. The cross sections for transitions between two rotational levels with
quantum numbers J and J + ∆J belonging to two different electronic states
steeply decrease with growing ∆J [LOU79]. Therefore, the rotational number is
either preserved or affected only slightly.

Electron impact ionization
The most important generation channel of positive ions in low pressure plasmas
is given by electron impact ionization of a heavy particle A according to

A(k) + e←→ A+(i) + 2e. (2.39)

The kinetic energy transferred from a fast electron to the neutral particle ex-
ceeds the difference of the ionization threshold and the initial energy level of k.
During this process the corresponding ion A+ in the electronic state i as well
as an additional electron are produced while the primary electron slows down.
The inverse process of three-body recombination requires a concurrent collision of
three particles and happen only at high electron densities in the plasma volume.
Therefore, the dominant loss pathway of positive ions is via diffusion to the vessel
walls which will be discussed in detail below.
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Electron impact dissociation
Regarding molecules, electron impact might also induce the dissociation

AB(k) + e←→ A(i) +B(j) + e (2.40)

of the molecule AB (in initial electronic state k) into the products A and B with
the electron losing kinetic energy. The electronic states i and j of the fragments
A and B can be the ground state as well as excited states. Besides this ’normal’
dissociation, a multitude of further complex dissociation processes with simul-
taneous ionization, recombination or electron attachment are possible [LL05].
Nevertheless, recombination of atoms can occur via catalytic surface reactions at
the vessel walls.

The presented electron-impact processes are inelastic ’using’ a portion of the total
kinetic energy for excitation, ionization or dissociation of the participating heavy
particles. Since a certain amount of energy is required to overcome the corre-
sponding energy potential differences between initial and final state, the shown
reactions exhibit a threshold energy. The electron energy must exceed this crucial
limit to induce the reaction. Besides, also elastic collisions between electrons and
heavy particles occur conserving the total kinetic energy of the system. These
scattering processes have no threshold energy. Hence, they are the dominant
collisional process in low pressure plasmas and determine the mean free path of
particles within the plasma volume.

2.3.2 Processes including photons

In general, the basic reactions including photons are spontanous emission, induced
emission and absorption during dipole transitions of atoms and molecules.

Spontaneous emission and absorption
The dominant de-excitation channel of electronically excited levels in low pressure
plasmas is represented by the spontaneous emission of a photon:

A(i) −→ A(k) + hν (2.41)
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with i > k. The energy of the emitted photon corresponds to the energy difference
of the participating states i and k with Eph = hν = E(i)− E(k), where ν is the
frequency of the emitted photon and h denotes Planck’s constant. The emissivity
εik of the transition gives the number of photons emitted per volume and second,

εik = niAik, (2.42)

and depends on the population density ni of the upper state and the Einstein
coefficient for spontaneous emission Aik. According to equation (2.42), measur-
ing the emissivity of a transition allows access to the population density ni of
the corresponding upper state and provides the basic principle for emission spec-
troscopy. The reverse process — absorption — leads to excitation or ionization
of the particle depending on the photon energy.

Reabsorption and radiation trapping
An emitted photon can be absorbed on its way through the plasma volume with
a certain probability by another atom or molecule in the plasma. The iteration
of photon emission and absorption within the plasma is called radiation trapping
[Fuj04]. If this process prevents a significant portion of photons from leaving the
discharge volume, the corresponding radiative transition is named optically thick
or opaque. Only a reduced emissivity can be measured outside the plasma volume
which has to be considered regarding the application of emission spectroscopy to
optically thick transitions. Solving the equation of radiative transfer,

dLik
dl

= ε− αLik, (2.43)

gives information about the radiance Lik of an emission line along a line of sight l.
Lik is given in units of W/(m2 sr) while ε denotes the spectral emission coefficient
[W/(m3 sr nm)] and α is the spectral absorption coefficient [nm−1]. Generally,
Lik(l) is dependent on the wavelength and the Einstein coefficient of the tran-
sition, the population densities and the statistical weights of the participating
states as well as on the emission and absorption line profiles. The line profile can
be affected by several mechanisms, e.g. natural broadening, Doppler broadening
or pressure broadening [TLJ99,HL65]. For a detailed description of the radiative
transfer equation and its solution, it is referred to [Beh98,TLJ99,Bri11].
Reabsorption effects can be considered via so-called escape factors Θ (0 ≤ Θ ≤ 1)

[Hol51, Iro79] which allow to count absorption in the form of negative emission.
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In this way, the Einstein coefficient of opaque transitions reduces to an effective
value of AikΘ [s−1]. The calculation of Θ has to be performed individually for
the specific application [Beh98].
In order to treat opacity for emission spectroscopy measurements line escape
factors Θline are deduced which describe the ratio of the radiation leaving the
plasma along the line of sight of the spectrometer in the optically thick case. The
density of the upper state i, which is obtained from an emission line following
equation (2.42), can be then corrected to

ni =
εik

AikΘline

. (2.44)

Depending on the specific transition, reabsorption effects can significantly con-
tribute to the population density of the upper states and, therefore, have to be
included as additional population process in population models (see section 2.4.3).

2.3.3 Heavy particle processes

2.3.3.1 Excitation of vibrational and rotational states in the ground
state

Since the vibrational levels in molecules are much closer compared to the indi-
vidual electronic states, already the kinetic energy of a heavy particle suffices to
induce a vibrational excitation. Apart from electron impact excitation, hence, the
vibrational population in the ground state X of a molecule A can be determined
by collisions with other heavy particles B:

A(X, v′′) +B ←→ A(X, v′) +B (2.45)

with the vibrational quantum numbers v′ and v′′ (v′′ < v′).
Being in the range of few 10−3 eV [FK11], the spacing between sequent rotational
levels is much smaller than for vibrational levels. For this reason, the low ki-
netic energy of a heavy particle C can dominate the rotational excitation in a
vibrational level v of the molecular ground state X via

A(X, v, J ′′) + C ←→ A(X, v, J ′) + C. (2.46)

J ′ and J ′′ denote the corresponding rotational quantum numbers with J ′′ < J ′.
In comparison, inelastic collisions with electrons play a minor role due to the
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higher density of heavy particles [Bri11].
Even if the nascent rotational distribution of the ground state is non-Boltzmann,
the long lifetime of the ground state allows enough collisions with gas particles for
a thermalization. As a consequence, in the majority of the cases, the rotational
population in the ground state follows a Boltzmann distribution [BSSL14]. A
rotational temperature Trot which is equal to the gas temperature can be assigned.
Unless they belong to metastable states, depopulation of rotational levels mainly
takes place via spontaneous emission with applying the selection rules (2.34) -
(2.36).

2.3.3.2 Diffusion to the vessel walls

In general, diffusion processes occur as a result of density gradients due to local
particle generation or sink mechansims. In the case of charged particles, they
result from electric fields. The following short summary of the corresponding dif-
fusion processes is limited to the case without external magnetic or electric fields
and is mainly based on [Möl93]. As already briefly mentioned above, neutrals,
e.g. in metastable states, and ions are not entirely confined within the plasma.
The main loss channel is given by diffusion to and subsequent recombination at
the vessel walls.
The confinement time τ describes the effective time that a particle remains within
the plasma volume before it is lost at the vessel wall. In contrast, the lifetime
of an excited state is given by the mean time until de-excitation of the state
occurs. Diffusion becomes a relevant de-population process for excited states of
heavy particles if the corresponding lifetimes are comparable to the individual
confinement times. The mean free path λmean,i of the diffusing particle species i
represents the mean travel distance between two collisions with a particle of the
background gas. It depends on the gas pressure and temperature as well as on
the kinetic energy of the diffusing particle. Together with the dimensions of the
vessel, it allows a classification of the different diffusion regimes:
The laminar diffusion regime is present at high pressure when the mean free
path is smaller than the effective vessel dimension. The motion of a particle
is characterized by a series of collisions with the background gas until it finally
reaches the vessel wall. In contrast at low pressure, where the mean free path
exceeds the effective vessel dimension, molecular or free fall diffusion occurs. A
nascent particle does not undergo any collision with the background gas before
colliding with the wall surface. The mean free path in the investigated discharges
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in this work is determined to be in the range of several cm which is comparable
to the plasma vessel’s dimensions (see section 3.1). Therefore, the discharges
are located in the transition region between molecular and laminar diffusion.
Expressions of the confinement time for both regimes, τmol and τlam, are stated
in the following for neutrals and ions. The total resulting confinement time τ is
estimated by the sum τ = τmol + τlam.

Neutral particle diffusion
In the molecular or so-called ’free’ fall regime the mean free path, the confinement
time τmol of a neutral particle (e.g. in the ground state or a metastable state)
with mass m,

τmol =
Λmol

< v >
, (2.47)

depends on its thermal speed < v > according to equation (2.6) and its average
distance Λmol from the walls. Assuming a Maxwellian ensemble of particles, the
former is characterized by the corresponding temperature which is assumed to be
equal to the gas temperature Tgas. The expression of Λmol is dependent, amongst
others, on the vessel geometry and can be found in [Cha87].
In contrast, if the mean free path is small in comparison with the effective vessel’s
dimension laminar diffusion of the neutrals through a background gas with a
particle mass of m0 occurs. In this case, the confinement time τlam is determined
by a mean diffusion length Λlam and the normal diffusion coefficient Dn:

τlam =
Λ2

lam

Dn

with Dn =
3
√
π

8
λmean

√
kBTgas

m+m0

2mm0

. (2.48)

Equal temperatures for the diffusing and background particles corresponding to
the gas temperature are assumed. Analogously to the molecular diffusion case,
Λlam includes the vessel geometry as well as the adsorption properties of the wall
surface and is given in [Möl93].

Ion diffusion

As discussed in section 2.1 the quasi-neutrality of the plasma evokes an elec-
tric field that repells the electrons and simultaneously attracts the ions towards
the vessel walls. This effect leads to an ambipolar diffusion of the electrons and
positive ions. According to [TL29], the following collection is based on the as-
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sumption of an ion production being proportional to the spatial electron density
distribution and leading to the ’free’ fall confinement time of

τmol,ion =
Λmol,ion

vion

. (2.49)

It is determined analogously to equation (2.47) from the velocity of the ions vion

and the effective vessel dimension Λmol,ion that is given in [Möl93]. The laminar
confinement time τlam,ion of ions can be expressed with

τlam,ion =
Λ2

lam,ion

Da

with Da =
3
√
π

8
λmean,ion

Te

Tgas

√
kBTgas

mion

(2.50)

assuming Tion ≈ Tgas << Te. Da is referred to as ambipolar diffusion coefficient.
The calculation formulas for Λlam,ion depending on the plasma geometry can be
again found in [Möl93].

2.4 Population models

The plasma parameters electron density ne, electron temperature Te as well as
the ground state density strongly depend on the supply gas (mixture) and on the
operating parameters, e.g. applied power and discharge pressure. They deter-
mine the population density of excited states and, therefore, the plasma emission,
particularily those in the VUV range, and are of high diagnostic interest.
The following section based on [Fuj04] will give an overview about the basics
of population models which are applied to derive a diagnostic access to the sig-
nificant plasma parameters. Depending on the specific plasma conditions, these
models can range from rather simple balances to arbitrarily complex models with
regard to the resolution of energy levels, the particle species as well as to the
included de-/population channels.

The simplest population model treats a system of two states 1 and 2 with the en-
ergies E1 and E2 (E2 > E1) in thermodynamic equilibrium. It is characterized by
a temperature T and the states can represent electronic, vibrational or rotational
levels. According to the Boltzmann’s distribution, the ratio of the population
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densities n1 and n2 of state 1 and 2, respectively, can be expressed by

n2

n1

=
g2

g1

exp

(
−E2 − E1

kBT

)
. (2.51)

The statistical weights g1 and g2 include the degeneracy of the corresponding
states [TLJ99].

However, since low pressure discharges are usually highly non-equilibrium plas-
mas, the population densities do not neccessarily follow a Boltzmann distribution.

2.4.1 Rate coefficients

As presented in the previous section, a multitude of different processes are si-
multaneously taking place in plasma discharges and are leading to population
and de-population of electronic and ro-vibrational states in atoms and molecules.
Each process is linked to its probability. The Einstein coefficients Aik and Bki

give the transition probabilities for spontaneous emission and absorption, respec-
tively, while collision-induced processes are characterized by cross sections σ or
rate coefficients X. The former represents the fundamental statistical quantity to
describe the process probability and depends on the specific type of interaction as
well as the relative initial speed of the collision partners. Assuming two particle
ensembles, the rate coefficient X of a reaction process is defined as the convo-
lution of the corresponding cross section σ with the particle ensembles’ relative
velocity vrel and is given in units of m−3s−1:

X =< σ · vrel > . (2.52)

Under the assumption that the two particle ensembles follow the Maxwell-Boltzmann
energy distribution fM accordingly to equation (2.5), the rate coefficient is given
by

X =

∫ ∞
0

σ(Erel)

√
Erel

2µ
fM(Erel) dErel (2.53)

with

Erel =
1

2
µv2

rel (2.54)
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and the reduced mass µ of the participating particle species.

In the case of electron-impact processes with heavy particles, the high difference
of the particle masses allows the approximations Erel ≈ Ee and µ ≈ me with the
electron energy Ee and electron mass me. In most cases, a Maxwell-Boltzmann
distribution function fM(Ee, Te) is applied.

The following equation exemplarily describes the population rate of the density
np of an electronic state p via electron excitation from the ground state

dnp
dt

= n0 · ne ·Xexc
0p (Te), (2.55)

where n0 denotes the ground state density, ne the electron density and X0p
exc(Te) is

the corresponding rate coefficient for electron excitation from the ground state to
the state p which depends on the electron temperature Te. Analogously, all rele-
vant excitation and de-excitation channels for the specific level p can be included
with the corresponding rate coefficients and particle and population densities,
respectively.

2.4.2 Power and Ionization balance

The most common representatives of population balances are the ionization bal-
ance and the power balance which allow access to the qualitative behaviour of
the electron temperature Te and density ne.

Ionization balance and the electron temperature
As already briefly discussed in section 2.3, the main generation process of positive
ions is electron impact ionization of gas particles while the dominant loss channel
is given by diffusion to the vessel walls. Assuming only one neutral particle species
in the ground state with density n0 and one ion species with density nion leads to
the ionization balance

n0neX
ion(Te) =

nion

τion

. (2.56)

X ion(Te) denotes the rate coefficient for ionziation taking place from the ground
state. The right hand side of the equation describes the rate of ion losses with
τion being the ion confinement time within the plasma volume. Considering quasi-
neutrality according to equation (2.2) and assuming laminar ion diffusion accord-
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ing to equation (2.50), one obtaines

X ion(Te) =
1

n0τion

∝ λmean,ion

n0
√
mion

(2.57)

with the mean free path λmean,ion of the ions, the ion mass mion. Neglecting the
Te-dependency of τion compared to X ion(Te), it can derived that Te increases with
decreasing n0.

Power balance and electron density
The power balance describes the equilibrium between the power deposited in the
plasma and the occuring loss mechanisms of heavy particles due to excitation,
ionization or dissociation by electrons. The following description is focused on
the situation in the bulk region of the plasma and is mainly based on [Beh91].
Since the external energy is predominantely transferred to the electrons, ions are
not considered and exclusive power absorption by electrons is assumed [CB11].
In general, electrons distribute the absorbed power Pabs via inelastic collisions
with feed gas particles leading to excitation, ionization or dissociation. On the
other hand, elastic collisions occur within the plasma volume with an impact on
the gas temperature. Since the latter process as well as losses to the wall play a
minor role [Beh91], the power balance can be written as

Pabs = Pexc + Pion + Pdiss. (2.58)

Pexc, Pion and Pdiss denote the power dissipated into excitation, ionization and
dissociation processes in cases of molecular gases, respectively. The power con-
sumption of these processes strongly depends on the energetic structure of the gas
atoms and molecules. The presence of molecules enables losses via dissociation
and via a multitude of excitation channels due to additional ro-vibrational energy
levels especially in the ground state. According to [Beh91], it follows:

Vplasmane ∝
Pabs

n0

∑
j X

exc
0j (Te)Ej

(2.59)

with the neutral particle density n0, the electron density ne, the excitation rate
coefficient Xexc

0j (Te) from the ground state into a state j and the threshold energy
Ej of the excitation process. According to this expression, the electron density is
increasing with increasing the absorbed power and is decreasing with increasing
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Te and n0.
In the case of pure atomic discharges, e.g. noble gases, the loss mechanisms are
limited to excitation and ionization. The relation

Vplasmane ∝ Pabsτion. (2.60)

can be derived [Beh91] with the plasma volume Vplasma, the electron density ne

and the ion confinement time Tion. Again, the electron density increases with
increasing power absorbed in the plasma.

2.4.3 Corona & CR model

Corona model
Based on the condition in the solar corona with high electron temperatures
Te ≈ 100 eV and low electron densities in the range of ne ≈ 1012 m−3 [GMK+99],
the corona model allows a simple approach to the population density ni of an
excited state i for plasmas with a rather low electron density. In this case, the
contribution of electron collisions to the de-population is negligable, and the
radiative decay to lower states k dominates the de-excitation. Moreover, recom-
bination processes do not occur due to the high electron temperature. Inelastic
electron collisions with heavy particles in the ground state are balanced with
spontaneous emission in the so-called corona equilibrium:

n0neX
exc
0i (Te) = ni

∑
k<i

Aik. (2.61)

The left side of the equation describes the electron excitation from the ground
state into level i with the corresponding rate coefficient Xexc

0i (Te). Usually, the
ground state density n0 equals the neutral particle density in a good approxima-
tion. Spontaneous emission is given on the right side with the Einstein coefficients
Aik for the individual radiative channels.
In molecular gases, dissociation processes might play an important role and must
be included in the model. In this work, a simple implementation is followed
to determine the neutral particle densities in oxygen and nitrogen plasmas from
the measured emissivity of atomic lines. Direct electron collision excitation of
the corresponding upper state from the atomic ground state and dissociative
electron collision excitation from the molecular ground state are balanced with
spontaneous emission to all lower lying atomic states j with
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natomneX
exc
atom(Te) + nmolneX

exc
mol(Te) = ni

∑
j<i

Aij. (2.62)

The resulting rate balance equation contains the excitation rate coefficients for
the electron excitation processes, Xexc

atom(Te) andXexc
mol(Te), the Einstein coefficients

Aij and the electron density ne. According to equation (2.42), the density ni of the
upper state can be expressed with the measured emissivity εik = niAik. Emission
rate coefficients

Xem,ik
atom,mol(Te) = Xexc

atom,mol(Te) ·
Aik∑
j<iAij︸ ︷︷ ︸

branching ratio

(2.63)

are introduced for direct excitation and dissociative electron excitation, respec-
tively. Taking into account the so-called branching ratio, they can be calculated
from excitation rate coefficients which, in turn, are computed with cross sections
from literature assuming a Maxwellian EEDF via equation (2.53). In the event
that emission cross sections instead of excitation cross sections are provided, emis-
sion rate coefficients are directly obtained already including the branching ratio.
However, emission cross sections may also include contributions from higher ex-
cited states due to cascade processes [MZ71] which might depend on the specific
plasma discharge.

Depending on the gas and the specific transition, additional excitation processes
(e.g. electron excitation from metastable levels) might have to be considered
which refers to an extended corona model.

Collisional radiative model
Collisional radiative (CR) models provide the opportunity of a more global access
to the population situation in plasmas closing the gap between the application
ranges of corona models and the thermodynamic equilibrium in which each pro-
cess is in equilibrium with its reverse process. The following description of the
general structure of CR models is taken from [Wün04]. The core of CR models
is a set of rate equations completely balancing the occuring population processes
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for each state. The rate equation for an atomic or molecular state p,

dnp
dt

=
∑
q 6=p

nenqX
exc
qp︸ ︷︷ ︸

electron impact
population

+
∑
q>p

nqAqp︸ ︷︷ ︸
radiative
cascading

−
(∑
q 6=p

nenpX
exc
pq︸ ︷︷ ︸

electron impact
de−population

+
∑
q<p

npApq︸ ︷︷ ︸
spontaneous
emission

)
, (2.64)

includes for example populating and de-populating electron collisions, sponta-
neous emission and population via spontaneous emission from higher lying states,
and describes the temporal evolution of the population density np. The first two
terms represent population channels while the bracket contains de-population
processes. The rate equation (2.64) is set up for each state which is considered in
the CR model. In the case of ’steady state’ equilibrium, the population density
of each state remains constant which leads to dnp

dt
= 0. Consequently, the differ-

ential rate equations transform into a set of coupled linear equations which can
be expressed in matrix notation as

X ·R = V. (2.65)

On the right hand side, the rate coefficients of all excited states corresponding
to electron excitation from the ground state are summarized in the vector V.
The left hand side contains the rate matrix X, whose entries are given by rate
coefficients of the interaction processes between excited states, and the coupling
vector R. The latter is composed of the population coefficients

R0p =
np
n0ne

(2.66)

of all considered states which depend on the electron temperature, electron den-
sity and further parameters. The population coefficients indicate the population
density of a state p with respect to the product of ground state density n0 and
electron density ne. They represent the solution of collisional radiative models
and allow the determination of the population density according to

np = R0pn0ne. (2.67)

Additional particle species, e.g. ions, and coupling processes can be integrated.
For general aspects and further details on collisional radiative models, it is again
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referred to [Fuj04] as well as to [Kun09].
Finally, it is stressed that the accuracy of the presented population models cru-
cially depends on the accuracy of the included cross sections and rate coefficients.
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3 Experimental setup PlanICE and
general diagnostics

3.1 Experimental setup PlanICE

At the experimental setup PlanICE (Planar Inductively Coupled Experiment),
the absolute intensity calibration of the VUV spectrometer (see section 4.1.2),
the investigations of the spectral ranges (see chapter 6) as well as the calibration
and the benchmark of the diode system (see section 4.2.4 and chapter 7) are
performed. An exploded view of the setup is depicted in figure 3.1.

RF feed-through 
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RF solenoid
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Dielectric window

(quartz, 3mm thick)

Diagnostic and 

pumping ports

Flange for evacuation 

of solenoid chamber

Vacuum sealing 

surface
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(Ø 15 cm, height 10 cm)
Plasma chamber 

15 cm
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Figure 3.1: Exploded view of the planar ICP experiment PlanICE. The sketch
was kindly provided by [Eck19].

A radio frequency (RF) generator (CESAR type 0220 ) is used for the plasma
generation. It delivers a power up to 2 kW at a frequency of 2MHz. To obtain an
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optimal power transfer from the generator to the discharge, a matching network
consisting of two tunable capacitors is applied. The goal of the matching process
is to adapt the overall impedance of the load (including the capacitors, the RF
cables, the solenoid as well as the discharge itself) to 50Ω. This value is given
by the generator and specifies the condition for maximum power output. The
RF coil has 5.5 windings made of a copper tube with a diameter of 6mm and is
water cooled to reduce losses due to ohmic heating.

The cylindrical plasma chamber with a diameter of 15 cm and a height of 10 cm
is made of stainless steel and is also water cooled. Both the vessel and the
chamber containing the RF coil are pumped by combinations of roughing and
turbomolecular pumps achieving background pressures of some 10−4 Pa which
are monitored with a cold cathode gauge (Pfeiffer Vacuum PRK 251 ). Gas
is inserted into the vessel by mass flow controllers which allow flow rates up to
10 sccm (molecular gases) or 20 sccm (noble gases). During plasma operation, the
discharge pressure is adjusted with a butterfly valve between the plasma vessel
and the vacuum system. It is gradually closed or opened in order to manipulate
the effective pumping rate. In the presented work, discharge pressures in the
range between 0.3Pa and 10Pa were used which are measured with a capactive
pressure gauge (Pfeiffer Vacuum CMR 375 ). Several ports and optical windows
allow an extensive diagnostic access to the plasma.

The RF power drives an AC current through the RF coil which consequently
causes an oscillating magnetic field B that reaches through the dielectric quartz
window into the cylindral plasma chamber [LL05, CC03]. Following Faraday’s
law,

∇×E = −∂B
∂t

, (3.1)

an electric field E is induced inside the vessel with an orientation antiparallel to
the antenna current. Heating of primary electrons that are present in the gas
occurs due to the electric field within a thin layer below the dieelectric window.
For a detailed description of the underlying processes it is referred to [LL05].

An important control parameter in plasma applications is the input power that
is applied to the discharge. Regarding RF systems, ohmic losses within the cir-
cuit, the antenna coil, the matching system or due to induced eddy currents in
close components occur. They are summarized to Ploss. Therefore, only the frac-
tion Pplasma of the delivered generator power PRF,del is absorbed by the plasma.
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Following [CB11], the ratio

η =
Pplasma

PRF,del

=
PRF,del − Ploss

PRF,del

(3.2)

describes the RF power transfer efficiency of the system. The dissipated power
Ploss with

Ploss = I2
rms,plasma ·Rnetwork (3.3)

is assessed via a subtractive method [Hop94,Hor83,RBF17] measuring the current
Irms,plasma through the coil as well as the resistance of the network Rnetwork.
An in-line RF voltage and current probe (V−I probe, Bird, VIP system 7001A500
series) plus a current transformer (Pearson, current monitor model 4997 ) are
used in the setup depicted in figure 3.2. The current transformer enclosing the
cable from the matching system to the RF solenoid is conneceted to an oscillo-
scope (Tektronix TDS 2002B) and measures the antenna current Irms,plasma. The
voltage and current probe gives the delivered power by the generator.

RF
generator

RF
solenoid

Matching
system

V-I
probe

Oscilloscope

P
RF, del I

rms

Figure 3.2: Diagnostics for determination of the RF transfer power efficiency
and the estimation of the power absorbed by the plasma.

An extensive description of the components, the setup as well as the measurement
technique and the data analysis can found in [Rau18]. In the presented work, the
technique using the V − I probe is applied in order to estimate the power which
is absorbed by the discharge and which serves as an important parameter for the
plasma emission.
Due to the geometry and experimental setup of PlanICE, the plasma shows a
cylindrical symmetry with vertical variations across the discharge. Therefore,
the applied diagnostics for plasma characterization as well as the determination
of particle and photon fluxes are attached at the same height at radial symmetric
lines of sight. One exception is the mass spectrometer which is installed at the
plasma vessel’s bottom with a vertical line of sight. It has to be noted that the
viewing volumes of the diagnostics are different.
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Figure 3.3: Diagnostic systems at PlanICE, including the obtained plasma pa-
rameters (e.g. Te, ne, Tgas) and their contribution to quantify the particle fluxes
Γion and Γneutr. The photon flux Γph is directly derived from the emission spec-
troscopy system. The sketch of the vessel was provided by [Eck19].

Figure 3.3 shows a horizontal section through the plasma vessel indicating the
diagnostics’ orientation and the lines of sight, however, without scaled viewing
volumes. Moreover, the obtained quantities, their interdependence and their
contribution to determine particle and photon fluxes are stated.
In the following, the instrumental hardware of the diagnostics are described.
Details on the evaluation of the measurements in order to quantify the positive
ion flux Γion, the neutral particle flux Γneutr and the photon flux Γph are presented
in section 5.

3.2 General diagnostics

3.2.1 Langmuir probe

For a local determination of plasma parameters, electrostatic probes are com-
monly used whose most widespread representative is the Langmuir probe [MSL26].
It allows measuring the electron temperature and density as well as the floating
and the plasma potentials. These parameters are crucial for the quantification of
the ion and neutral particle fluxes Γion and Γneutr (see figure 3.3). Additionally,
the determination of the EEDF and the ion density are accessible. The technique
is based on a thin wire being inserted into the plasma and being biased with a
varying voltage with respect to a reference electrode. Generally, the reference is
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given by the plasma vessel wall. As a result, a voltage dependent current, which
flows between the plasma and the wire, is measured. Its I − V characteristic
provides information about the plasma parameters. A sketch of the probe setup
as well as the electric circuit is depicted in figure 3.4.

Filter

A
V

Ceramic
tube Compensation

electrode

Glass tube

Vessel wall

Probe tip

Housing

Figure 3.4: Schematic setup and electric circuit of the applied Langmuir probe
type following [MDCK+08]. The Langmuir probe is enlarged and is not drawn
to scale. The diameter of the ceramic tube is around 7− 8mm.

A ceramic tube gives mechanical stability and serves for insulation as well as for
protection of the electric connection from the plasma. The Langmuir probe is
flanged to the plasma vessel. Due to a membrane bellow, a stepper motor can
gradually move the whole ceramic arm within the plasma vessel or remove the
probe tip from the discharge. In this work, radial distances from the vessel wall
up to 80mm (which is 5mm beyond the vessel center) are investigated in 10mm
steps. The probe tip is represented by a thin wire with a diameter of 50 - 300µm.
It is made of a high-melting material with a cylindrical tip geometry for which
tungsten is often used. During plasma operation, the probe is regularly cleaned
with a sufficiently high positive voltage such that the wire starts to glow in order
to remove contaminations from the probe tip. A glass tube limits the current
collecting area of the tip to a range of few millimeters and provides an electrical
insulation from the metallic compensation electrode which has to be on floating
potential. Together with a passive filter system, the compensation electrode
accounts for a reduction of RF oscillation problems [SFAP01,MDCK+08] which
would obstruct an accurate evaluation.
The acquisition of the I − V characteristic with a voltage step of 0.1V as well
as the evaluation of the plasma parameters are performed automatically with
the probe software PlasmaMeter, version 5.3.42. In each step, the corresponding
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voltage is applied for a certain time interval during which the current between
plasma and probe tip is measured. The specific time interval is defined by the
duty cycle given in percentage of the time interval for which the voltage is applied.
Low duty cycles of 1% or 10% were chosen in order to reduce a thermal electron
emission from the tip which would lead to a falsification of the I−V characteristic.
For details regarding the evaluation of the probe measurements, it is referred to
section 5.1.1.
Too high probe currents reduce the accuracy of the measurements due to un-
desired ohmic resistances in the probe circuit. They lead to ohmic losses of the
applied voltage and might affect the I−V characteristic and, thus, the evaluation
of the plasma parameters. For this reason, the length of the tip was set to around
1mm in argon. Due to its reactive properties, a fast degradation of the tungsten
wire and the probe signal, respectively, were observed in oxygen plasmas. It was
found that a platinum tip allowed reproducible measurements in these cases.

3.2.2 Mass spectrometer

The composition of the positive ion species and the corresponding effective po-
sitive ion mass mion in the different plasma discharges is crucial for the quantifi-
cation of the positive ion flux Γion. Although the positive ion density n+

ion equals
the electron density ne due to the quasineutrality of the plasma, however, the
composition of the ion species is not a priori obvious. Apart from noble gas dis-
charges in disregard of different ionisation levels, this applies for pure plasmas
and especially for gas mixtures.
The effective ion mass considers the mass and the density of the different ion
species in the plasma and is determined by ion mass spectrometry. At PlanICE,
a quadrupol mass spectrometer (Balzers PPM 421 plasma monitor) is installed
in the bottom plate of the plasma vessel. In general, the system is capable of
measuring ions as well as neutral particles. The following description of the
setup which is depicted in figure 3.5 (a) and the operation mode of the mass
spectrometer is based on [Pfe,Bal,Dem16].
As can be seen in figure 3.5 (b), an electrically insulated extraction cap with a
diameter of 6 cm extends roughly 3 cm into the plasma vessel. Particles can enter
through a small aperture with a diameter of 100µm into the mass spectrometer.
The main parts are an ion optic system including an ionisation chamber and
serving as ion source, an energy filter (Cylindrical Mirror Analyzer, CMA) which
is followed by a mass filter (Quadrupol Mass Analyzer, QMA) and a secondary
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Figure 3.5: Energy resolved mass spectrometer for ion detection at PlanICE.
(a) Plasma monitor PPM 421 taken from [Pfe]. (b) Dimensions of extraction cap
and installation at the experiment.

electron multiplier (SEM) for ion detection.

Ions passing the aperture of the extraction cap are accelerated or slowed down,
respectively, by the so-called entrance lense potential depending on the extrac-
tion cap’s potential. The ions enter the ion transfer optics where coordinated
potentials are applied to focus and lead them into the energy filter. If neutrals
are investigated, the ion source provides ionisation by electron impact without
changing the direction and the energy of the particles. In this case, electrons
are emitted from a current-carrying and, therefore, heated filament. The ionized
particles are focused on the entrance of the CMA.

Energy selection in the CMA is based on two concentrically interlaced cylinders.
The electrical field in the space between the cylinders inflects the trajectory of
incoming ions. Only ions with a specific kinetic energy are deflected appropriately
and can leave the CMA. Ions with a higher or lower energy are filtered by hitting
the cylinders. Further details on the CMA can be found in [Se67].

Subsequently, the ions enter the quadrupol mass filter. The description of its
basic design and functionality is based on [PRZ58, Pfe13]. In principle mass
selection is achieved using an electric quadrupol field which is generated by four
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parallel metal rods arranged in a square. A voltage with DC and periodic AC
component is applied in the way that opposite rods are on the same potential.
Axially induced ions approximately with the same kinetic energy are forced by
the quadrupol field into a helical movement along the longitudinal axis. The ions
move with constant speed through the system and follow the so-called Mathieu’s
differential equations.
For stable solutions which depend on the ions’ charge-to-mass ratio, the amplitude
of the oscillation stays small enough that the corresponding ions do not hit the
rods and can pass the mass filter. The mass of ’stable’ ions can be selected with
the applied DC and AC voltages and the resolution is tuned by their ratio.
In the last step, the filtered ion beam is deflected by 90° and finally detected by
a secondary electron multiplier (SEM). The signal output is given in counts per
second.
A background pressure below 10−5 mbar is required for a proper functionality of
the ion optics and to prevent particle collisions within the mass spectrometer [Pfe].
Therefore, the system is differentially pumped with a combination of a roughing
and a turbomolecular pump maintaining a pressure of approximately three orders
of magnitude below the pressure in the plasma vessel.
In this work, the mass spectrometer was not applied to neutral particles since
the ionisation process in the ionisation chamber requires detailed knowledge
about molecular cracking patterns which consider possible dissociation of neu-
tral molecules induced by electron impact. Although the relative distribution
of the fragmentation products is characteristic for the specific molecule, it fur-
ther depends on the temperature, the electron energy as well as properties of
the applied mass spectrometer [DH66]. In order to circumvent these error-prone
considerations, the neutral particle density was obtained by optical emission spec-
troscopy.
Details on the calibration of the mass spectrometer as well as on the evaluation
of the measurements are summarized in section 5.1.2.

3.2.3 Optical emission spectroscopy

Optical emission spectroscopy (OES) provides a convenient and non-invasive in-
sight into the plasma. In general, an emission spectrometer measures the line of
sight integrated emission arising from atomic and molecular transitions in the dis-
charge. In combination with population models, it allows access to many plasma
parameters like the gas temperature, electron temperature, particle densities, the
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vibrational as well as rotational distribution of the involved states and provides
information about plasma processes [HL65].
At PlanICE, the optical emission spectroscopy system is composed of a survey
optical spectrometer (Plasus Emicon, 195 - 1100 nm, FWHM ≈ 1 nm) for moni-
toring the plasma stability together with a high resolution spectrometer (Acton
SP2750, 180 - 933 nm, Gaussian profile with FWHM = 18pm at 650 nm [BRF17],
grating with 1800 lines/mm, CCD camera) for the analysis of plasma parameters.
Regarding the latter spectrometer, radiation is collected by an achromatic mirror
system and focalized spectrally independently into a UV enhanced fibre. The
spectrometer exhibits an almost cylindrical acceptance volume with a diameter
of 1 cm.
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Figure 3.6: Absolute intensity calibration curve of the applied optical high res-
olution spectrometer in the wavelength range 200 - 933 nm. The ’spikes’ arise
from the spatial variation of the CCD sensor’s sensitivity.

Both spectrometers are wavelength calibrated. The survey spectrometer is solely
used to observe the behavior of prominent emission features of the investigated
discharges without any intensity calibration. The relative and absolute intensity
calibration of the high resolution spectrometer were performed in the wavelength
range 380 - 933 nm using an absolutely calibrated Ulbricht sphere. With the con-
tinuum radiation of a relatively calibrated deuterium arc lamp, an extension of the
absolute intensity calibration down to 200 nm is achieved1 using the overlapping

1It has to be noted that the calibration above 800 nm had become necessary during this
work in the course of emission spectroscopy on pure oxygen plasmas and was performed only
for this purpose. For other gases, calibrated spectra had been taken in the range 200 - 800 nm.
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wavelength range of the two sources.
The corresponding calibration curve is depicted in figure 3.6. The general trend
of the calibration factor arises from the overall sensitivity of the system’s opti-
cal components (e.g. mirror system, optical fibre, the grating, ...). Since the
spectrum is recorded stepwise by the spectrometer’s CCD sensor, ’spikes’ in the
absolute calibration curve occur which are due to the spatial variation of the
sensors’s pixel sensitivity.
In this way, the absolute spectral intensity Iλ(λ) can be determined in units of
(sm2nm)−1. Dividing by the length l of the line of sight leads to the spectral
emissivity

ελ(λ) =
Iλ(λ)

l
. (3.4)

The emissivity of an emission line or a certain emission range is obtained by
integrating the spectral emissivity in the corresponding wavelength of the line or
molecular band interval.
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4 VUV spectroscopy systems

4.1 VUV spectrometer

The following sections describe the instrumental setup of the applied VUV spec-
trometer and its absolute intensity calibration which have both been published
and discussed in [FBFBF21].

4.1.1 Instrumental setup

The VUV spectrometer is a monochromator Model 225 by McPherson and is
operated in scanning mode. It has a direct vacuum connection to the plasma
vessel. A pumping system with roughing and turbolmolecular pumps achieve
a background pressure around several 10−5 Pa. The pumps are oilfree in order
to avoid a degradation of the grating due to adsorbed oil vapour under VUV
irridation [BHH+83]. To reduce absorption of radiation inside the spectrometer
and to fulfill crucial operating parameters of one detector, the pressure within the
VUV spectrometer is kept below 10−3 Pa during plasma operation. It is achieved
by an additional differential pumping system within the line of sight based on the
two tubes together with a roughing and turbolmolecular pump.
The VUV spectromter is characterized by a focal length of 1m with single re-
flection at a concave diffraction grating in normal incidence configuration. The
enclosed total angle of incoming and reflected line of sight is 15°. The standard
grating is made of a borosilicate crown glass and an Al/MgF2 coating. It has
1200 grooves per mm and is blazed at a wavelength of 120 nm. Depending on
the detector, the accessible wavelength region ranges down to 30 - 50 nm [McP86]
while the upper limit of 300 nm is given by the mechanics of the spectrometer.
A scanning speed of 10 nm

min
is chosen as a compromise between the time needed

for taking one spectrum and the wavelength resolution. The reproducibility of
the wavelength is within ±1% and the plasma stability is checked by the optical
survey spectrometer during the measurement. A mercury lamp served for the
wavelength calibration of the VUV spectrometer by means of the emission line at
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253.6 nm and the zeroth order. Due to the entrance and exit slit width of 50 µm, a
Gaussian line profile is achieved. Its FWHM (full width at half maximum) varied
between 30 pm and 37 pm over the total wavelength range 46 - 300 nm which is ac-
cessible applying a combination of two detectors — a solar-blind photomultiplier
tube (PMT, EMR 51F-08-18, 18 stages, 2800V operating voltage) and a channel
electron multiplier (CEM, Model 425, McPherson, 1600V operating voltage).
The former is based on a semitransparent cesium-telluride photocathode on a
lithium fluoride window. Its cut-on wavelength is typically around 104.5 nm
[SE00] and determines the lower wavelength limit. In contrast, the CEM is built
without window. A MgF2 layer on the inner surfaces of the device determines the
sensitivity range of 30 - 180 nm. Both detectors provide the detected intensity
of the radiation as voltage signal which is then measured by a digital multimeter
(DMM 5017, PREMA) with the integration time set to 100ms. A manual filter
wheel in front of the entrance slit contains a quartz filter which is applied during
measurements above 200 nm for the purpose of suppressing higher diffraction or-
ders. A shutter is inserted as long as no spectrum is taken to reduce aging effects
of the optical components due to intense VUV radiation.
Apertures and two tubes (with a length of 7 cm and 20 cm, diameter of 0.4 cm
each) in front of the entrance slit limit the accessible solid angle to roughly
4.8 · 10−5 sr. This leads to a viewing cone with a diameter ranging between 4.3mm
where the line of sight enters the plasma chamber and 5.5mm at the opposite
vessel wall. These values were analytically estimated based on the geometry of
the setup’s components and serve for comparison reasons regarding the viewing
volumes of other diagnostics.

4.1.2 Absolute intensity calibration

An absolute intensity calibration of the VUV spectrometer is required for the
intended quantification of photon fluxes. It considers the spectral sensitivity
of the corresponding detector, the transmission of the window if necessary, the
wavelength dependency of the reflective grating and apertures along the line of
sight. The choice of the detector directly affects the sensitivity of the VUV
spectrometer.
The general principle of intensity calibration procedures relies on reproducible
radiation standard sources and a comparison of their known spectral intensity
distribution Istand(λ) with a spectrum Imeas(λ) measured with the VUV spec-
trometer here in units of volts. The wavelength calibration of the instrument
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serves as prerequisite.
The inverse spectral sensitivity (or calibration curve) ρ−1(λ) is characterized by

ρ−1(λ) =
Istand(λ)

Imeas(λ)
. (4.1)

in the units of photons/s/m2/nm/V.
For an absolute calibration, electron storage rings emitting synchrotron radiation
typically constitute the primary standard. Due to the related high transport effort
and operating costs as well as a limited access time, a calibration procedure based
on different secondary standard sources and plasmas directly at the experiment
PlanICE has been developed in this work which has been already published
in [FBFBF21]. It extends the established procedure for the wavelength range 116
- 300 nm from 116 nm down to 46 nm.
The emission solid angle of the standard source as well as the collection solid angle
of the VUV spectrometer are of crucial importance in order to connect the emitted
photon number and the produced signal output. Special attention has to be paid
concerning a full illumination of the spectrometer’s acceptance volume by the
radiation source [Kun09] and a conservation of the illuminated grating area while
calibrating and measuring [TLJ99]. Especially the latter condition might not be
given using point like radiation sources in contrast to the usually spatial extension
of a plasma discharge. Recalling these two requirements, extended radiation
sources should be applied with priority for an absolute intensity calibration.
In the following sections, an overview of the applied standard sources and the
calibration procedure will be presented. For an extensive description including a
detailed uncertainty discussion, it is again referred to [FBFBF21].

a. Standard radiation sources

The VUV spectrometer can be applied with two different detectors — CEM and
PMT — providing access to the wavelength ranges 30 - 180 nm (CEM) and 105
- 300 nm (PMT), respectively. In the following, two deuterium arc lamps, a high
current hollow cathode and branching ratios in nitrogen discharges which serve
as standard sources are described.

Deuterium arc lamp I: 190.0 - 400.0 nm
The deuterium lamp I (Model 6316, L.O.T. Oriel GmbH ) allows to derive a rel-
ative calibration curve for the VUV spectrometer. Inside the glass bulb, a deu-
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terium discharge at a pressure around several hundreds of Pascal is produced by a
filament driven by a stabilized power supply (Model 68840, L.O.T. Oriel GmbH ).
Radiation is emitted through a fused silica window and an apperture with a di-
ameter of 1mm which characterizes the extent of the deuterium discharge. The
source was calibrated against a secondary standard [Mar96] whose absolute cali-
bration in units of µW/cm2/nm can be traced back to the Physikalisch-Technische
Bundesanstalt Braunschweig und Berlin (PTB). The relative uncertainty is wave-
length dependent with ±16 % (190 - 195 nm), ±10 % (195 - 240 nm) and ±9 %

(240 - 350 nm), respectively. Due to the point like emission of the deuterium
lamp I and its limited emission wavelength range in the VUV through the quartz
window, it serves for the relative calibration of the VUV spectrometer equipped
with the PMT.

Deuterium arc lamp II: 116.0 - 400.0 nm
The deuterium lamp II (L9841, Hamamatsu) allows to derive a relative cali-
bration curve for the CEM as well as the PMT. Unlike the first type of deu-
terium lamp, a direct vacuum connection to the plasma vessel and an opera-
tion under vacuum is possible. The deuterium discharge is enclosed in a glass
bulb with a MgF2 window and is sustained by a current-stabilized power supply
(C9559, Hamamatsu). The emitting solid angle is limited by an aperture with
a diameter of 0.5mm. The absolute radiometric calibration was carried out at
the Physikalisch-Technische Bundesanstalt Braunschweig und Berlin in units of
µW/mm2/sr/nm using the electron storage ring BESSY II [Tho15]. The resulting
uncertainties are 7 % in the range 116.0 - 120.4 nm, 18 % for 120.6 - 122.6 nm, 7 %

in the interval 122.8 - 170.0 nm and 3.5 % from 172.0 nm up to 400.0 nm [Tho15].
Being a point like source, the deuterium lamp II was applied for extending the
relative calibration curve of the VUV spectrometer down to 116.5 nm. This lower
limit results from the cut-on wavelength of the MgF2 window.

High current hollow cathode (HCHC): 46.1 - 123.6 nm
An intensity calibration reaching down to the deep ultraviolet region below 100 nm
can be performed with a high current hollow cathode. The applied model DKK
042 relies on a glow-discharge and was applied for the relative calibration of the
VUV spectrometer below 116.5 nm for both detectors. The setup of the source
is described in detail in [DGF+88, HKW94,HKHW02]. The rare gases helium,
neon, argon, krypton or xenon serve as feed gas with flow rates around 60 sccm
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resulting in a discharge pressure in the range of 20 - 120Pa. Controlling the gas
flow with a needle valve enables to stabilize the discharge at the working point
of 500V and 1A [Hoh05]. The solid angle of the radiation emitted by the source
is restricted due to an aperture with a diameter of 1.2mm.

Being a secondary standard, the hollow-cathode exhibits the characteristic that
the absolute intensity calibration of an original prototype is transfered onto its
replicas. An absolute calibration of line emissivities of the original source pro-
totype had been performed by the PTB at a beam line of the electron storage
ring BESSY in units of µW/sr. Radiation from atomic and ionic transitions of
the working gas covers the range between 46.1 nm (Ne II) and 123.6 nm (Kr I).
Calibrated values are given in [HKW94] with an uncertainty of ±5 % [DKK] for
the applied replica.

PlanICE nitrogen plasmas - Branching ratio technique: 116.4 - 212.7 nm
Branching ratios of nitrogen atoms and molecules are standardly applied for a
relative intensity calibration of a VUV spectrometer [MZ71]. The ratio of emis-
sivities of two transitions with the same upper level corresponds to the ratio of
their transitions probabilities. Atomic line radiation as well as vibrational bands
of molecules can be used. In this work, a nitrogen plasma (3Pa, 600W) was oper-
ated at PlanICE and the branching ratio technique was applied to the molecular
Lyman-Birge-Hopfield system (100 - 260 nm [LK77]) and two atomic transitions
at 116.4 nm and 131.1 nm with the common upper state 2p23d 2D. Atomic tran-
sition probabilities are taken from the NIST database [KYRa19b]. Vibrational
transitions of the Lyman-Birge-Hopfield system with initial quantum numbers
v’=0-6 were evaluated. Corresponding relative emission intensities from [Mum72]
were used. Due to the molecular transitions, a nearly continuous relative cali-
bration in the interval 127.3 - 212.7 nm was obtained while the atomic radiation
allowed an extension down to 116.4 nm. Nevertheless, a lack of appropriate emis-
sion lines in the available gases prevents to obtain a calibration between 116.4 nm
and 127.3 nm. An interpolation was performed by default [MZ71]. However,
this wavelength range characterizes an important emission range of various dis-
charges, especially for hydrogen plasmas which emit the very prominent Lα line
at 121.6 nm. Therefore, this calibration technique was limitedly applied for the
wavelength range 169.5 - 198.2 nm.
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b. Calibration technique

The calibration of the VUV spectrometer taking into account the respective de-
tector and all other components is referred to as ’calibration of the PMT/CEM’
in the following description. It is worthwile noting that the calibrations of the
two detectors are mutually dependent and interwoven. The piecewise extension
of the PMT’s and CEM’s calibration curves is based on overlapping wavelength
regions of the applied radiation sources and techniques. Their different accessible
and considered wavelength ranges are taken from [FBFBF21] and summarized in
the appendix C.

Photomultiplier tube (PMT),
Measurements with the PMT equipped on the VUV spectrometer were performed
from 200 nm up to 300 nm with the quartz filter installed in the line of sight while
no filter is applied below 200 nm .

(a) The deuterium lamp I allows a relative calibration in the interval 190 -
300 nm (without quartz filter chosen in the manual filter wheel in front of
the VUV spectrometer) and 200 - 300 nm (with quartz filter). The first
measurement is required for absolute scaling factors which are obtained in
step (c).

(b) Branching ratios in a nitrogen discharge (3Pa, 500W) continue the results
without the quartz filter down to 116.4 nm.

(c) An absolute scaling of the derived relative calibration curve was performed
by simultaneous measurements with the VUV spectrometer and the abso-
lutely calibrated optical spectrometer at a helium plasma (5.2Pa, 400W).
The discharge’s symmetry was confirmed to be within±10% for the rotation-
symmetric lines of sight of the two spectrometers. The absolute radiomet-
ric calibration of the VUV spectrometer is based on five helium lines at
269.61 nm (1s9p 3Po), 272.32 nm (1s8p 3Po), 276.38 nm (1s7p 3Po), 282.91 nm
(1s6p 3Po) and 294.51 nm (1s5p 3Po). The electronic configuration together
with the related spectroscopic term of the upper states are indicated in
brackets. Absolute scaling factors at the corresponding wavelengths were
generated by a comparison of the measured signal with the VUV spectrom-
eter and the absolute emissivity observed simultaneously with the optical
spectrometer. The relative calibration curves were shifted in such a way to
achieve an agreement with the absolute values.
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(d) The calibration curve without quartz filter was extended down to 116.5 nm
using the deuterium arc lamp II.

(e) An absolute calibration of the PMT below 116.5 nm was obtained through
measurements with both detectors at corresponding discharges at PlanICE
with the prerequisite of an absolute calibration of the CEM. Emission lines
in the interval 107.4 - 120.1 nm produced from xenon, nitrogen and oxygen
atoms and ions, respectively, were investigated with the PMT as well as
the CEM. Several operating pressures (0.3 - 10Pa) and generator powers
(300 - 600W) were chosen to minimize their effect on the calibration factor.
Since a change of the detectors requires venting the spectrometer, the mea-
surements cannot be performed simultaneously and, therefore, reproducible
conditions are crucial. Applying the optical emission survey spectrometer,
the plasma emission was monitored showing a reproducibility within ±10 %.
The same procedure using the emission of the high current hollow cathode
with argon and xenon as feed gas gave further absolute calibration factors
at 104.8 nm (Ar I), 106.7 nm (Ar I), 116.4 nm (Xe I) and 123.6 nm (Xe I).
As mentioned above, the lower limit of the accessible spectral range of the
PMT is given by its lithium fluoride window.

The emission of the deuterium arc lamp I directly gives a continuous calibration
curve in the wavelength range 200 - 300 nm. However, the calibration procedure
in the range below 200 nm only provides calibration factors at specific wavelength
values characterized by the source. These calibration factors range over several
orders of magnitude across the entire wavelength interval of the PMT and show
a great variation of the slope. Therefore, a number of fit functions is required
which were obtained by the curve fitting tool Datafit (Oakdale Engineering).
The results of the calibration procedure are presented in figure 4.1 (a). There, the
applied source standards and techniques are characterized by different colours.
Full symbols refer to calibration factors finally taken into account into the cal-
ibration curve while open values are presented to indicate overlap ranges. The
solid red line refers to the combination of the obtained fit functions.

Channel electron multiplier (CEM)
If the CEM is installed on the VUV spectrometer, the system is absolutely cali-
brated as follows:

(a) In a first step, a relative calibration curve was obtained with the deuterium
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arc lamp II in the region 116.5 - 160 nm. The range above 160 nm is affected
by a low signal-to-noise ratio due to a decrease of the dectector’s sensitivity
together with a poor intensity of the deuterium emission.

(b) The PMT’s absolute calibration in the wavelength range above 140 nm
which is independent from the CEM’s calibration allowed an absolute scal-
ing of the relative CEM calibration factors using the deuterium arc lamp
II. The scaling factor corresponds to the fraction of the source emission
getting into the VUV spectrometer and was determined with the PMT via
comparing the measured intensity with the calibrated source radiation. It
remains unaffected by a change of the detector. Hence, it can be applied as
scaling factor to the relative calibration curve of the CEM which is obtained
in the previous step.

(c) The high current hollow cathode was operated with helium, neon, argon,
krypton and xenon, and relative calibration factors in the range 46.1 -
123.6 nm are derived. The overlap with the values obtained in step (b)
allows to continue the absolute calibration of the CEM down to 46.1 nm.

Like with the PMT, DataFit was finally applied to derive a composition of fit
functions. The results are shown in figure 4.1 (b).

Over-all inverse sensitivity of the VUV spectrometer
Figure 4.1 gives an overview about the results from the applied calibration pro-
cedure of the VUV spectrometer for both detectors. Symbols in different colours
refer to the applied source standards or techniques. Full symbols indicate that
the corresponding calibration factors have been considered in the resulting cal-
ibration curve. If they are open, they are shown to give an impression about
overlap intervals.
The VUV spectrometer with the two detectors gives access to the entire wave-
length interval 46 - 300 nm. The inverse sensitivity is characterized by a maximum
near 120 nm which is present both for the PMT and the CEM. The calibration
curves show a minimum at each side of the maximum with another rise towards
the upper and lower wavelength limits. This yields to the application ranges of
104.8 - 300 nm of the PMT and 46.1 - 160 nm of the CEM, respectively.
The strong rise of the inverse sensitivity of the VUV spectrometer equipped with
the PMT below 108 nm can be traced back to the LiF window in the PMT
housing which shows a highly reduced transmission towards the typical cut-on
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Figure 4.1: Inverse spectral sensitivity of the VUV spectrometer equipped with
(a) PMT and (b) CEM published in [FBFBF21]. The intensity calibration
is based on several source standards including a high current hollow cathode
(orange squares), Xe, N2 and O2 plasmas (blue squares), a number of nitrogen
branching ratios (green squares) and two deuterium arc lamps (with fused sil-
ica window, black/grey line, or with MgF2 window, black squares) and a helium
discharge (black/grey stars refering to measurements with and without quartz
filter). Calibration factors taken into account in the calibration the inverse sen-
sitivity curve are given by full symbols, open symbols illustrate overap ranges.
The final combination of fit functions derived with DataFit is characterized by
the red lines.
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wavelength. Dependent on the ambient temperature, fabrication and storage, the
cut-on wavelength is in the range of 104.5 nm [Sam67,SE00]. Regarding the PMT,
the highest sensitivity of the VUV spectrometer corresponding to a minimum in
the calibration curve could be determined in the wavelength region 150 - 230 nm.
The additional quartz filter results in higher calibration factors for measurements
above 200 nm. The absolute shift is given by the spectral transmission of the
quartz filter which has the cut-on wavelength around 160 nm. The minimum of
the inverse sensitivity is slightly shifted to 235 nm. The increase of the calibration
curve above ≈260-270 nm can be assigned to the semitransparent cesiumtelluride
cathode of the PMT. Its sensitivity drastically decreases in this wavelength range
[Sam67,FSM+73].

In contrast, the VUV spectrometer equipped with the CEM exhibits the highest
sensitivity in the range around 80 nm. A steep rise of the calibration curve can
be observed below 60 nm and for a wavelength greater than 140 nm.

The peak around 120 nm in the calibration curves of both detectors could be
confirmed as a characteristic of the applied grating in [FBFBF21]. Following the
standard calibration procedure presented in [MZ71] would underestimate the cal-
ibration factor in the wavelength range of the Lα line by one order of magnitude.

The over-all inverse sensitivity presented in figure 4.1 might be traced back to
contrasting effects of the blaze wavelength and absorbing carbon films on the
grating surface. The deposition of hydrocarbon films might have occured due
to oil-lubricated vacuum pumps which had been in operation at the VUV spec-
trometer for about fourty years. In this case, back-diffusing oil vapour into the
vacuum chamber of the spectrometer cannot be excluded and might degrade the
grating’s spectral reflectivity crucially if being irridated [BHH+83]. In recent
years, the VUV spectrometer was mainly applied to hydrogen discharges with an
intense radiation in the VUV range, e.g. from the Lα line. Additional effects due
to ambient humidity might result from storage conditions and venting processes.
Concluding, a routine investigation of the VUV spectrometer’s inverse sensitivity
in the affected wavelength range is crucial.

In [FBFBF21] an extensive and wavelength-dependent evaluation of the uncer-
tainty of the presented absolute intensity calibration has been performed. The
results are given in the tables C.3 and C.4 in the appendix.

Since the uncertainty of the CEM exceeds the values of the PMT by 7 - 10% at a
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wavelength greater than 116.5 nm, the following application regions are specified
for the two detectors: The CEM is used in the wavelength range below 116.5 nm.
In contrast, the VUV spectrometer is equipped with the PMT for the region 116.5
- 300 nm.

4.2 VUV diode system

Due to the necessary periphery equipment, VUV spectrometers are rather sta-
tionary instruments. Therefore, the development of flexible diagnostic tools for
the VUV range has grown over the last years. Mainly these devices are based
on diodes with known sensitivities [BLC+14,KTK+15] or on the familiar princi-
ple of converting VUV radiation into photons in the optical range by a sodium
salicylate surface [IMF+17].
With prospect to a flexible absolute quantification of photon fluxes in industry
and science, the main goal of this work was the development of a small and
portable VUV diagnostic tool based on a VUV diode. In the subsequent sec-
tions, the device is described in detail including the setup, the applied filter set,
characteristic properties as well as its absolute intensity calibration against the
VUV spectrometer. Many of the presented aspects will be published in [FFBF22]
together with results from chapter 6, chapter 7 and chapter 8.
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Figure 4.2: Design of the portable VUV diode system.

A sketch of the resulting diode system is is depicted in figure 4.2. With the
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dimensions of 20 cm x 20 cm x 20 cm and a weight in the range of one to two
kilogram, the diode system can be easily carried by hand.
The detector element is a silicon VUV photodiode (AXUV100G1, Opto Diode)
with an active area of 1 cm x 1 cm which is commercially available. The diode
itself is based on a silicon n-p-junction with a 6 - 8 nm thick silicon oxide (SiO2)
layer on top. With its passivating characteristic, the SiO2 window protects against
dead regions and, therefore, against recombination losses [KPC+03] which leads
to an internal quantum efficiency of 100%. The device is sensitive to incoming
photons with a wavelength roughly in the range 10 - 1100 nm as well as electrons.
The photon response of the VUV diode is depicted in figures 4.3 and 4.4.
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Figure 4.3: Photon response of the AXUV100G diode from the ultraviolet region
down to the extrem ultraviolet spectral range, taken from the corresponding data
sheet [Opt19].
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Figure 4.4: Photon response of the AXUV100G diode from the near infrared to
the UV spectral range, taken from the corresponding data sheet [Opt19].

The resulting input current is amplified and converted by a pre amplifier (Model
671, McPherson) into a voltage output signal. The conversion/amplification

1A detailed characterization of the silicon diode can be found in [KPC+03,KRR+98]
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factor was set to 104 V/A by default. The typical voltage range measured in this
work was below 1V. The signal is recorded with the same data acquisition system
which is used for the VUV spectrometer.
To obtain a certain spectral resolution, band pass or edge filters are inserted
into the mechanical filter wheel in front of the diode which has five available
positions. One position is permanently occupied by a cover which is selected
during two measurements in order to reduce aging effects of the filter and the
diode by incoming VUV radiation. The filter set of four filters is chosen with
respect to the investigated gas as well as to the photon energy region of interest
and is selected manually during the measurement. Since the device has a very
small volume, it is directly attached to the plasma chamber. The inserted filters
do not prevent the gas flow, thus, no additional pumping system is required.
An aperture stop between the diode system and the plasma limits the solid angle
to approximately 0.02 - 0.04 sr which is three orders of magnitude higher than
the corresponding value of the VUV spectrometer. The diameter of the resulting
viewing volume of the diode system at PlanICE is approximately 2 cm at the
entrance into the plasma vessel and increases up to 5 cm at the opposite wall.
Compared to the VUV spectrometer, the diode system detects photons from an
horizontally and vertically enlarged volume including the plasma close to the top
plate of the plasma vessel. In order to keep a sufficient signal-to-noise ratio, it was
decided to waive a more narrow aperture in front of the diode system to adjust
the viewing volumes of both diagnostics. However, it must be kept in mind for a
proper interpretation of the measurements and the absolute intensity calibration
of the device against the VUV spectrometer. The latter is presented in section
4.2.4.

4.2.1 Applied filters

The filter transmission function is given by the wavelength dependent ratio of
the transmitted to the incoming radiation. It allows the definition of a specific
wavelength interval in which the filter is transparent. It is referred to as filter
interval in the following.
The filters were chosen with respect to relevant spectral emission ranges of pho-
ton fluxes which were identified for pure argon, hydrogen, nitrogen and oxygen
plasmas as well as mixtures of them in section 6. The available filters include
band pass and edge filters which are listed in table 4.1. The former type lets
pass a rather narrow wavelength interval while radiation beyond is absorbed or
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reflected. Usually, they are realized as interference filters which are made up of
a substrate material with a series of semitransparent metallic films separated by
a dielectric layer. The wavelength selection is based on the principle of a Fabry-
Perot etalon and can be adjusted by the used materials and the layer thickness.
Characteristic specifications are the central wavelength λ0, the peak transmission
and the FWHM of the transmitted wavelength interval. In contrast, edge filters
are transparent for the entire spectrum above or below a specific wavelength which
is commonly referred to as cut-on or cut-off wavelength, λcut−on and λcut−off , re-
spectively. According to their transmission range, edge filters are classified into
long pass and short pass filters. Easily available window materials like MgF2 or
fused silica are suitable to serve as long pass filters. Regarding the VUV range,
LiF is the material with the shortest known cut-on wavelength at roughly 105 nm.
However, MgF2 has been chosen due to the much lower vulnerability to water va-
por [SE00]. The complete filter set of the diode system is summarized in table
4.1.

The transmission function of ideal filters which is depicted as a blue broken curve
in figure 4.5 is characterized by a rectangular function resulting in a distinct
filter interval and a sharp wavelength selection. In contrast, real filters exhibit
a less steep behaviour at the edges of the transmission interval which can be
exemplarily seen in the measured transmission curve of the bandpass filter 313BP.
It is depicted as solid line in figure 4.5. In this case, the assignment of the
corresponding filter interval is not unambiguous. Another difference to ideal
filters is given by absorption or reflection within the transparent range which
leads to a transmission of less than 1. The cut-on wavelength of long pass filters
as well as the transmission range of band pass filters can slightly vary with the
purity of the materials, the preparation process and the temperature. In general,
a degradation due to aging might occur for all types of filters depending on
the storage conditions (e.g. ambient pressure versus vacuum) and the handling.
Moreover, high energetic radiation, e.g. VUV photon fluxes, contribute to the
aging effects and lead to a gradual change of the filter transmission. Therefore,
the transmission functions of all applied filters have been determined inhouse.

The transmission curves of the filters were measured using different radiation
sources (e.g. a deuterium arc lamp, an Ulbricht sphere, a hydrogen discharge)
together with the VUV or an optical spectrometer. They are summarized in the
appendix (see figures D.1 and D.2). In the depicted example, the peak trans-
mission is determined to 15.5% at 312.8 nm and the FWHM accounts to 10 nm.
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Figure 4.5: Transmission curve of the band pass filter 313BP measured with
the deuterium arc lamp I and the optical emission survey spectrometer. The
measured FWHM of 10 nm is indicated in gray and the peak transmission is
15.5% at 312.8 nm. The filter interval corresponding to a transmission of equal
or greater than 5% is shown in red. The broken line represents an ideal filter
transmission function with the limits of the determined filter interval.

If not otherwise stated, a transmission of greater or equal to 5% was used for
the definition of the filter interval in the present work which leads to an assigned
filter interval of 307.7 - 321.3 nm for the given example.

Regarding the 337BP filter, the measured peak transmission is around 4% and
the standard definition of the corresponding filter interval is not applicable. Since
the transmission curve is very narrow around the central wavelength, the limits of
the filter interval were obtained at these wavelengths where the measured signal
significantly exceeds the noise level.

The 122BP filter is an exception since the corresponding transmission curve could
not be directly measured due to the lack of continuous radiation sources in the
corresponding wavelength range. Using a hydrogen discharge revealed that only a
narrow wavelength range around the Lα line is transmitted1. Hence, for this filter

1The peak transmission could be determined to roughly 6.3% instead of 16.2% given by
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the manufacturer’s value of the FWHM is given in table 4.1. Consequently, the
Lyman-α line in the spectrum taken with the VUV spectrometer was exclusively
assigned to the filter interval of the 122BP filter.

Table 4.1: Available filter set for the diode system consisting of (a) band pass and
(b) long pass filters with measured central and cut-on wavelengths, respectively,
as well as the FWHM for the band pass filters. Regarding the 122BP, the FWHM
is given by the manufacturer.

Filter name Central wavelength FWHM Filter interval

122BP 122 nm 14 nm Lα
154BP 154 nm 30 nm 147 - 187 nm
230BP 230 nm 37 nm 196 - 268 nm
313BP 313 nm 10 nm 308 - 312 nm
337BP 337 nm 10 nm 330 - 344 nm

(a) Band pass filters

Filter name Cut-on wavelength

MgF2 113 nm
Fused silica 153 nm

BK7 281 nm
400LP 397 nm
500LP 500 nm

(b) Long pass filters

Depending on the spectral region of interest and the specific discharge gas, band
pass filters are commercially available. If this is not the case, a combination of two
long pass filters can act as a band pass filter with the wavelength interval limited
by their cut-on wavelengths. Complementary measurements with a long pass filter
and without any filter are also possible. In practice, a differential measurement
techniques is applied where the two corresponding signals are measured with the
diode system and then subtracted. In the following, such a filter combination
will be indicated as "filter 1 – filter 2". An example for a filter combination
consisting of two ideal long pass filters is shown in figure 4.6. The transmission
curves are depicted in red and blue (right axis) while a the spectral emissivity of a
nitrogen discharge at PlanICE is given in gray and black (left axis), respectively.
The black part of the spectrum corresponds to the transmission interval if the
differential measurement technique with filter 1 and filter 2 is applied.

the manufacturer.
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Figure 4.6: Example for the differential measurement technique using the a
filter combination "filter 1 — filter 2" consisting of two ideal long pass filters.
The transmission curves are depicted in red and blue (right axis), the spectral
emissivity of a nitrogen discharge at PlanICE is shown in gray and black (left
axis).

A coarse spectral resolution roughly into the VUV and the UV region is obtained
with the filter combinations given in table 4.2. According to the particular plasma
and energy ranges of interest, a gas specific filter set can be flexibly compiled for
measurements with the diode system. The tables 4.3 to 4.7 give on overview of
relevant emission features in the investigated gases argon, hydrogen, nitrogen,
oxygen as well as mixtures thereof and the filter combination to select the cor-
responding emission range. For a detailed description how the emission ranges
were identified, it is referred to section 6.

Table 4.2: Filter combinations for a coarse resolution into VUV and UV range.

Spectral range Filter combination Filter interval

VUV No filter – fused silica ≤ 153 nm, ≥ 8.1 eV

UV Fused silica – 400LP 153 nm - 396 nm, 8.1 - 3.1 eV
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Table 4.3: Filter combinations in argon with corresponding filter interval.

Gas Emission feature Filter combination Filter interval

Ar Ar+ & Ar lines No filter – MgF2 ≤ 113 nm, ≥ 11.0 eV

Table 4.4: Filter combinations in hydrogen plasmas with corresponding filter
interval.

Gas Emission feature Filter combination Filter interval

H2 Lα 122BP ≈122 nm, ≈10.2 eV

H2 Lyman band (B-X) 154BP 147 - 187 nm, 8.4 - 6.6 eV

H2 Continuum (a-b) 230BP 196 - 268 nm, 6.3 - 4.6 eV

H2
Werner band

(C-X), Lβ, Lγ, . . .
No filter – MgF2 ≤ 113 nm, ≥ 11.0 eV

Table 4.5: Filter combinations in nitrogen with corresponding filter interval
(LBH: Lyman-Birge-Hopfield system, SPS: Second positive system).

Gas Emission feature Filter combination Filter interval

N2
N lines, part of
LBH (a-X) 154BP 147 - 187 nm, 8.4 - 6.6 eV

N2 N lines No filter – MgF2 ≤ 113 nm, ≥ 11.0 eV

N2 LBH (a-X), N lines MgF2 – BK7 113 - 281 nm, 11.0 - 4.4 eV

N2 SPS (C-B) BK7 – 500LP 281 - 500 nm, 4.4 - 2.5 eV

Table 4.6: Filter combinations in oxygen with corresponding filter interval.

Gas Emission feature Filter combination Filter interval

O2 O and O+ lines No filter – Fused silica ≤ 153 nm, ≥ 8.1 eV
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Table 4.7: Filter combinations in gas mixtures with corresponding filter interval
(LBH: Lyman-Birge-Hopfield system, SPS: Second positive system).

Gas
mixture Emission feature Filter combination Filter interval

N2/H2 NH band (A-X) 337BP 330 - 344 nm, 3.8 - 3.6 eV

N2/H2
SPS (C-B), NH

band BK7 – 500LP 281 - 500 nm, 4.4 - 2.5 eV

N2/H2
Emission of N,

N2, H, H2
No filter – BK7 ≤ 281 nm, ≥ 4.4 eV

H2/O2 OH band (A-X) 313BP 308 - 312 nm, 4.0 - 3.9 eV

N2/O2
NO γ band

(A-X) 230BP 196 - 268 nm, 6.3 - 4.6 eV

N2/O2

LBH (a-X), N &
O lines, NO γ

band
MgF2 – BK7 113 - 281 nm, 11.0 - 4.4 eV

4.2.2 Remarks on the energy resolution

Broad filter transmission edges might set limitations regarding the energy resolu-
tion of the diode system, especially when applying the differential measurement
techniques "filter 1 – filter 2".
The effect of the broad transmission curve of the MgF2 window on the energy
resolution of the diode system is illustrated in figure 4.7 with the spectra of a
nitrogen/hydrogen mixture (50:50) at 0.3Pa and 500W generator power1.
Absolute intensities (left axis) and the transmission curves of the MgF2 window
(broken lines, right axis) are displayed. The upper part represents the ideal case
of a rectangular function (red) with the step at 113 nm which has been defined as
the cut-on wavelength of the real MgF2 window. The lower part shows the mea-
sured transmission curve (blue) of the real window. The spectra depicted in gray
are directly obtained with the VUV spectrometer and correspond to the plasma
emission observed by the diode system with "No filter". Applying the ideal or
real filter transmission to the measured intensity gives the spectrum detected
by the diode system with an ideal or real MgF2 window, respectively. The red
and blue intensities recreate the spectra corresponding to the applied differential

1The spectrum chosen for the illustration since the spectral distribution allows to clearly
demonstrate the qualitative effect and is not intended for a physical interpretation.
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Figure 4.7: Influence of the broad transmission edge of the MgF2 window on the
energy resolution of the diode system. Absolute intensities of a hydrogen/nitrogen
(50:50) plasma at 0.3Pa and 500W measured with the VUV spectrometer are de-
picted in gray (left axis) and represent the spectrum detected by the diode system
with "No filter". The coloured solid lines represent the spectra corresponding to
the differential measurement method "No filter – MgF2" (upper part/red: ideal
MgF2, lower part/blue: real MgF2). The corresponding filter transmissions are
depicted with broken lines (right axis).

measurement technique using the filter combination "No filter – MgF2".

In the ideal case, the resulting spectrum is sharply restricted to the filter inter-
val. In contrast, the real filter transmission leads to the effect that ’additional’
emission features above the filter interval limit of 113 nm are detected and the
energy resolution does not fully agree with the given filter interval.

In the presented example, these are the Lα line at 121.6 nm and several atomic
nitrogen lines, e.g. at 113.5 nm, 120 nm, 124.3 nm and at 149.3 nm. The ’addi-
tional’ emission might produce a significant contribution to the measured diode
signal. In the example, it even exceeds the total emissivity in the filter interval
and would lead to an overestimation of the measured photon flux. The exact
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portion of the additional emission might also vary with the operating parameters
and is dependent on the specific gas composition.

In the same manner, this applies to the emission range corresponding to the
Werner band together with parts of the Lyman serie in hydrogen which is ac-
cessible with the filter combination "No filter – MgF2". Although the Lα line
lies outside the definded filter interval of lower or equal to 113 nm, it is mostly
detected by the diode system due to the transmission edge of the MgF2 window.
For gases which do not produce significant emission within the transmission edge
of the MgF2 window (e.g. argon), a better representation of the energy resolution
is given by the filter interval.

Since the transmission edges of the fused silica window and the BK7 window are
less broad (see figure D.2 in the appendix), the described effect is expected to be
less pronounced for filter combinations in which these windows are applied for
the upper limit of the filter interva, e.g. for the VUV range ("No filter – Fused
silica").

On the other hand, if filters with a broad transmission edge serve for the lower
limitation of the filter combination’s interval, the reverse effect might arise during
the differential measurement technique with a underestimation of the correspond-
ing photon flux.

In order to minimize the described effects, filters or windows with a transmission
edge as narrow as possible are highly preferable. For the optical region, edge pass
filters with an almost ideal transmission are commercially available. However,
the situation appears to be much more challenging regarding the UV and VUV
range.

4.2.3 Effective volume

The interplay of the diode system’s viewing volume and the specific geometry
of the experiment determine the fraction of the isotropic radiation reaching the
surface of the silicon diode. The portion of the photons being emitted at an
arbitrary location r in the plasma and being detected by the diode system is
calculated by the ratio of the solid angle Ω(r) spanned by the surface Adiode of
the silicon diode and the solid angle of the whole space given by 4π. Considering
the distance d of r from the center of the silion diode and its possible tilting by
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the angle θ, Ω(r) is calculated with

Ω(r) =
Adiodecos(θ)

d2
. (4.2)

θ describes the angle between r and the normal of the diode surface with the
coordinates’ origin in the center of the diode area. Taking into account the
viewing volume Vdiode of the diode system, the effective volume is determined by

Veff =

∫
Vdiode

Ω(r)

4π
dV. (4.3)

In this definition, a total illumination of the diode area by each plasma vol-
ume element is assumed. The effective volume depends on the specific setup in
use. Therefore, the absolute calibration factors for the diode system obtained at
PlanICE are inherently linked to the corresponding effective volume Veff,PlanICE.
When the diode system is transferred to other experiments, a careful evaluation
of the respective effective volume Veff is crucial. The measurement results must
be divided by the factor Veff

Veff,PlanICE
.

A simplification of the setup’s geometry allows to determine the effective volume
analytically. In this approach, the square surface of the diode is approximated
by circular areas, one with the diameter corresponding to the diode’s edge length
and one with the diameter corresponding to the diode’s diagonal. Finally, the
results are averaged. The simplified geometry of the diode system at an exemplary
plasma vessel is displayed in figure 4.8. The viewing volume of the diode system is
depicted in blue and the solid angle for an example location r is shown in orange.

Choosing cylindrical coordinates, the effective volume can be expressed and solved
analytically as

Veff =

∫ 2π

0

∫ z1

z0

∫ R

0

Ω(r)

4π
rdϕdzdr

=

∫ 2π

0

∫ z1

z0

∫ R

0

Adiode

4π(r2 + z2)

zr√
r2 + z2

dϕdzdr

=
Adiode

2
(z1 − z0)

[(R2

z2
1

+ 1
)− 1

2
+ 1
]
. (4.4)

In the case of an experimental setup with a rather complex geometry, ray trac-
ing algorithms are a convenient tool for calculating the effective volume which
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Figure 4.8: Simplified geometry and effective volume of the diode system at an
exemplary plasma vessel.

is seen by the diode system. Basically, they calculate the integral in equation
(4.2.3) considering the geometrical arrangement and including masking effects of
components. In this work, results from the ray tracing code described in [Hur20]
are applied in section 8.3.

4.2.4 Calibration against the VUV spectrometer

The intensity calibration of the diode system was performed in pure gases via si-
multaneous measurements together with the absolutely intensity calibrated VUV
spectrometer as well as with the high resolution optical spectrometer at PlanICE.
Obtained calibration factors directly include the wavelength dependent sensitiv-
ity of the silicon diode, the transmission curve of the filters as well as properties
of the pre amplifier and of the voltage measurement device, respectively.
Due to the diagnostics’ different viewing volumes and their applied lines of sight,
a homogeneous plasma emission across the cones and a rotational symmetry of
the discharge have to be provided.
Vertical emission profiles in the plasma vessel originate from a vertical profile of
the plasma parameters, e.g. electron temperature and density, and evolve with
increasing pressure in molecular discharges. The viewing volume of the diode sys-



70 Chapter 4. VUV spectroscopy systems

tem is more expanded in vertical direction compared to the one of the reference
spectrometer. Therefore, the diode system is able to detect the intense part of
the discharge which is progressively constricted in the region below the quartz
plate with increasing pressure. Considering the respective diffusion coefficients
of neutral atoms and ions in equation (2.48) and (2.50), a homogeneous vertical
plasma emission is predominantly expected at low pressure and high generator
power. The vertical plasma homogeneity was investigated in pure nitrogen, hy-
drogen and argon with the optical survey emission spectrometer. Vertical profiles
of exemplar emission ranges were recorded for a pressure variation. The power
was adjusted individually for the specific feed gas in order to avoid excessive
heating of the experiment’s components. Results for nitrogen are exemplarily
deicted in figure 4.9, those for hydrogen and argon are given in figures E.1 and
E.2 of the appendix. The measurements confirm a homogeneous emission across
the vertical section through the plasma vessel within ±11% in nitrogen, ±12%
and ±9% in argon at 1Pa.

The rotational symmetry of the plasma was confirmed with the moveable Lang-
muir probe and optical emission spectroscopy at different rotation-symmetric
lines of sight. The results agree within the limits given by the measurement
errors below ±10%.

The discharges rarely produce a continuous emission within the identified filter
intervals. Moreover, the intensity distribution strongly varies with the feed gas.
In combination with the nonideal filter transmission curves and the wavelength
dependency of the diode’s responsitivity, a calibration specifically for each filter
combination and gas is required.

Calibration measurements have been performed at two different generator powers,
and the results are averaged. The final calibration factor KFilter

Gas is determined by
the ratio of the absolute emissivity εFilter

Gas integrated over the corresponding filter
interval in the spectrum measured with the VUV spectrometer and the respective
voltage signal SFilter

Gas from the diode system,

KFilter
Gas =

εFilter
Gas

SFilter
Gas

. (4.5)

The absolute calibration then allows to convert the voltage signal measured with
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Figure 4.9: Pressure dependent vertical emission profile in nitrogen at a gen-
erator power of 400W. The upper part shows a spectrum at 1Pa taken with
the optical survey spectrometer taken at the vessel center. The investigated
wavelength range roughly corresponds to the second positive system of N2. The
integrated emissivities are displayed in the lower part with a normalization at the
vessel center. The maximal radii of the viewing volumes of the diode system and
the VUV spectrometer are indicated.

the diode system into the emissivity εGas(E1, E2) by

εGas(E1, E2) = KFilter
Gas · SFilter

Gas (4.6)

in units of m−3s−1. With equation (5.21) and a volume-to-surface ratio at Plan-
ICE of 0.021m, the resulting photon flux can be calculated. The energy of the
detected photons is in the range between E1 and E2 which are determined by the
transmission interval of the selected filter.

Figure 4.10 illustrates the calibration procedure exemplarily in hydrogen for the
filter combination "No filter – MgF2" as well as the bandpass filters 154BP and
230BP. They are assigned to the Lyman lines Lβ, Lγ, . . . together with the Werner
band, the Lyman band and the Continuum, respectively. The absolute intensity
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(black, left axis) and the measured transmission curves (coloured lines, right axis)
are displayed. The corresponding filter intervals with a transmission greater or
equal to 5 %, in which the intensity is integrated, are highlighted in the corre-
sponding colour.
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Figure 4.10: Example of an absolutely calibrated hydrogen spectrum (black line,
intensity on left axis) at 1Pa and 1100W generator power with the measurend
transmission curves of the 154BP and 230BP filter as well as the MgF2 window
(coloured lines, right axis). The corresponding wavelength ranges, which are
integrated in the spectrum for the calibration of the diode system, are highlighted.
The wavelength range 190 - 280 nm is displayed with an amplification factor of
100.

In general, the calibration of a specific filter combination is performed in pure
gases. For example, the filter combinations for the VUV and UV range were
independently calibrated in the pure gases argon, hydrogen, nitrogen and oxygen.
The resulting calibration factors are summarized in table 4.8. In the same manner,
the calibration of the diode system with the filter combinations corresponding to
the emission ranges listed in table 4.9 was performed individually in the pure
gases.

If a filter combination is applied in a gas mixture, a linear combination of the
pure gas calibration factors according to the gas composition is recommended.
For example, for determining photon fluxes from the VUV range in the hydro-
gen/oxygen mixture (85:15) the calibration factor was calculated according to
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Table 4.8: Calibration factors of the diode system in units of 1022 m−3s−1V−1

for the VUV and UV range in pure gases. The related measurement range
of the voltmeter is indicated and the last column gives the calculated relative
uncertainty of the absolute calibration. The corresponding filter combinations
and filter intervals are summarized in table 4.2.

Spectral Ar H2 N2 O2 Relative
uncertaintyRange 300mV 3V 300mV 300mV 300mV

VUV 35 36 20 19 22 60%
UV 1 0.1 33 25 27 25%

Table 4.9: Calibration factors of the diode system in units of 1022 m−3s−1V−1 in
pure gases. The voltmeter’s measurement range is "300mV" with the exception
of argon (first value: "300mV", second value: "3V"). For the band pass filters
in hydrogen, two values are given since two calibrations have been performed:
The first values is valid for measurements before January 2019, the latter for
subsequent measurements. The last column gives the calculated relative uncer-
tainty of the absolute calibration. The corresponding filter combinations and
filter intervals are summarized in the tables 4.3 to 4.6.

Gas Emission feature Calibration
factor

Relative
uncertainty

Ar Ar & Ar+ lines 38; 39 60%

H2 Lα 61; 53 24%

H2 Lyman band (B-X) 160; 100 17%

H2 Continuum (a-b) 145; 123 25%

H2 Werner band (C-X), Lβ, Lγ, . . . 15 60%

N2 N lines, part of LBH (a-X) 126 17%

N2 N lines (below 113 nm) 12 60%

N2 LBH (a-X), N lines 23 60%

N2 SPS (C-B) 30 10%

O2 O and O+ lines 22 60%

KVUV
H2/O2 = 0.85 · 20 + 0.15 · 22 = 20.3 with the pure gas values taken from table

4.8.
However, if only one of the mixture’s constituent gases produce a significant
emission in the filter interval, the calibration factor of the corresponding pure gas
was applied. This was the case in the investigated nitrogen containing plasmas
for the filter combinations "BK7 – 500LP", "No filter – BK7" and "MgF2 –
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BK7" since the corresponding filter intervals are mainly dominated by emission
from molecular nitrogen, e.g. Second positive system and Lyman-Birge-Hopfield
system. This context is the responsibility of the experimental user at the specific
setup where the diode system is applied.
If additional emission ranges exist in gas mixtures arising from composite molecules
(e.g. the NO band in nitrogen/oxygen discharges), the corresponding filter com-
bination was exemplarily calibrated at a fixed gas composition in this work. The
results are summarized in table 4.10.

Table 4.10: Calibration factors of the diode system in units of 1022 m−3s−1V−1

for emission ranges of composite molecules in gas mixtures. The values were
directly obtained in the mixture at the fixed gas composition which is given in
brackets. The voltmeter’s measurement range is "300mV". The last column gives
the calculated relative uncertainty of the absolute calibration. The corresponding
filter combinations and filter intervals are summarized in table 4.7.

Gas mixture Emission feature Calibration
factor

Relative
uncertainty

N2/H2 (50:50) NH band (A-X) 1110 10%

H2/O2 (85:15) OH band (A-X) 489 10%

N2/O2 (80:20) NO γ band (A-X) 112 25%

Uncertainty sources
The quantification of photon fluxes with the diode system is subject to several
uncertainties including the contribution assigned to the diode system’s signal
and to the intensity calibration against the VUV spectrometer. The former was
determined to a value of ±3 % in section 4.2.5 and the latter will be discussed in
the following.
The relative uncertainty of the absolute calibration of the VUV spectrometer and
the optical spectrometer (±10 %) is directly transferred. Due to the wavelength
dependency of the VUV spectrometer’s calibration, the relative uncertainty of the
diode systems’ calibration is determined indivually for each filter combination.
Since the uncertainty of the VUV spectrometer might vary within the corre-
sponding filter interval, the maximum uncertainty value is applied for the diode
system.
The results for the relative uncertainty of the calibration factor, which are ob-
tained with a Gaussian error propagation, are summarized in the last column of
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the tables 4.8, 4.9 and 4.10. They range from 10% up to 60% depending on the
specific filter (combination). For evaluating the emissivity with equation (4.6)
and in the following the photon flux, the diode’s signal relative uncertainty of
±3 % has to be applied again in a Gaussian error propagation1.
For the sake of completeness, a qualitative remark about the calibration of the
diode in oxygen is given. In oxygen plasmas, photon fluxes from atomic and ionic
oxygen lines can be obtained with the diode system and filter combination "No
filter – Fused silica". In this case, the filter interval is crucially determined by the
sensitivity of the silicon diode. As can be seen in figure 4.3, the diode’s sensitivity
reaches a maximum plateau in the range of roughly 10 - 60 nm. In contrast, abso-
lute measurements with the VUV spectrometer are restricted to the wavelength
range 46 - 300 nm. If photon fluxes arise below 46 nm, e.g. from oxygen ions at
43.0 nm (2p23d 4P→ 2p3 4S◦, Aik = 4.3 ·109 s−1) [KYRa19e], they are exclusively
recorded by the diode system and might falsify the calibration factor. This effect
is expected to occur at very low pressure, however, a quantitative estimation of
the effect is not possible. Apart from very specific plasma applications, e.g. im-
purity studies in the extreme ultraviolet region on fusion plasmas [KCF+18], the
effect is considered to be of small importance.

4.2.5 Stability and performance aspects

The following section deals with the basic aspects regarding the performance of
the diode system, e.g. the accessible dynamic range, the linearity of the signal
output, the temporal stability as well as aging effects have been studied.

Dynamic range
The dynamic range of the diode system is characterized by the maximum and
the minimum of the measurable photon flux which, in turn, is determined by the
dynamic range of the output voltage signal weighted with the specific calibration
factor. Since the latter is dependent on the energy range as well as on the inves-
tigated gas, this is also the case for the accessible dynamic range of the photon
flux.
The upper detection limit is determined by the maximum voltage output of the
pre amplifier which is given as ±14 V. However, it is recommended by the manu-
facturer not to exceed ±10 V and to choose the amplification setting accordingly.
An amplification factor of 104 has been chosen.

1The volume-to-surface ratio of the vessel is assumed to be accurate.
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The lower limit of the dynamic range is characterized by noise which may arise
from all components of the diode system and may be composed of different con-
tributions, e.g. thermal noise or shot noise [Mül90]. Additionally, the noise level
might be increased by stray RF radiation which, in turn, is influenced by the
discharge pressure and the generator power. This effect is depending on the spe-
cific experimental setup and might be influenced by the generator frequency, the
distance of the diode system from the RF components and the grounding concept
of the setup.

The noise level was investigated during offset measurements (i.e. no illumination
of the diode due to the cover) in pressure and power scans. It depends on the
gas and slightly on the pressure and power parameters. No significant influence
of the measurement range of the digital multimeter was observed. The absolute
value ranges between 6.2 · 10−6 V in oxygen up to 7 · 10−4 V in argon.

Exemplarily for the resonant atomic argon lines at 104.8 nm and 106.7 nm which
are accessible with the filter combination "No filter – MgF2", these voltage limits
result in photon fluxes in the range from 5.9 ·1018 m−2s−1 to 8.4 ·1022 m−2s−1. The
corresponding calibration factor of 39 ·1022 m−3s−1V−1 for the diode system’s 3V
measurement range was taken from table 4.9.

Linearity
Using the emission from a plasma at PlanICE, the linear response of the diode
system was roughly tested during power scans at constant pressure of 1Pa. They
were performed during the benchmark measurements with the diode system in
argon, hydrogen, oxygen and nitrogen as well as the mixtures nitrogen/hydrogen
(50:50), hydrogen/oxygen (85:15) and nitrogen/oxygen (80:20) which are de-
scribed in detail in chapter 7.

Based on the power balance and considering only electron excitation, a linear
dependence of the radiation intensity on the absorbed power is expected.

Exemplary results for the resonant atomic argon lines at 104.8 nm and 106.7 nm
measured with filter combination "No filter – MgF2" and obtained in the power
scan are depicted in figure 4.11 together with the electron temperature Te and the
electron density ne. The horizontal axis gives the power transferred to the plasma
considering the coupling efficiency of the discharges. The electron temperature
stays constant while the electron density increases linearly with the transferred
power. Also, the resulting photon fluxes follow a linear trend, however, with a
slightly different slope.
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Figure 4.11: Power scan in argon at 1Pa. The horizontal axis give the power
transferred to the plasma considering the coupling efficiency. The photon flux
arising from the atomic resonant argon emission lines is depicted in blue (left axis).
The right axis refers to the electron density (black) and the electron temperature
(red).

The photon fluxes from all investigated gases which were determined during power
scans at PlanICE are summarized in section F of the appendix. In a good approx-
imation, they show a linear increase with the power transferred to the plasma.
Taking into account that the diode output voltages1 were in the range between
4.4 · 10−5 V (NH band in nitrogen/hydrogen at 1Pa and 300W generator power)
and 0.18V (VUV range in hydrogen/oxygen at 1Pa and 1100W generator power),
the diode system’s linearity was checked in a voltage interval extending over more
than three orders of magnitude.

Temporal stability and measurement procedure
The temporal behaviour of the output signal during a illumination of several
minutes by a hydrogen discharge has been monitored exemplarily with the band-
pass filters for the Lα line and the Lyman band at a hydrogen discharge. The
corresponding filters, 122BP and 154BP, are representatives of a bandpass filter

1The investigated signals were offset corrected. For filter combinations based on subtracting
the signals of two edge filters, the difference signal was used.
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with a very narrow filter interval selecting only one atomic line and a bandpass
filter with a rather broad filter interval around 40 nm applied for molecular emis-
sion. Measurement intervals of 5 minutes and 7 - 8 minutes, respectively, have
been chosen. Figure 4.12 presents the evolution of the voltage measured with the
diode system for both filters (left axis, black curves)1. Additionally, the relative
intensity of corresponding transitions in the optical region have been recorded
with the survey optical emission spectrometer (right axis, gray lines in figure
4.12) in order to check on the stability of the plasma. The atomic Hα line was
chosen regarding the Lα line measured with the 122BP filter while the signal of
the 154BP filter assigned to the Lyman band was compared with the integrated
emissivity of the molecular Fulcher transition. The atomic emission measured
with the optical spectrometer shows an overall decrease of -10% over the entire
measurement period, the molecular emission declines by -4%.
As can be seen from the figure 4.12, the output of the diode system is not constant
during the time of illumination and shows a filter or transition specific variation.
The 122BP (Lα) and the 154BP filter (Lyman band) exhibit both a temporal
dynamic directly connected to the exposure to the plasma: The signal with the
122BP filter is increasing during the illumination of 5 minutes. In contrast,
a decrease of the signal is observed for the 154BP filter. Maybe, this different
behaviour might be traced back to different substrate materials. According to the
manufacturer, the substrate of the 122BP filter is MgF2 while the substrate of the
154BP filter is cultured quartz [Pen22]. Since the observed standard variation of
the output signal from the averaged value taking into account the entire recording
interval of 5 - 8 minutes is below ±1 % for both filters, the different behaviour
was not further investigated.
It appears that the curves flatten with time, but no distinct saturation of the
signal occurs. During the periods without illumination between two measurement
intervals, a recovery of the signal intensity indicated in green in figure 4.12 (b)
can be detected for both filters. The starting values of the corresponding previous
measurement interval, which are given as gray dashed horizontal lines, are roughly
reached.
The dependence of the recovery effect on the length of the (non-)illumination

1The presented measurements were performed to derive conclusions about the diode sys-
tem’s qualitative temporal behaviour at a preliminary stage and, thus, prior to the absolute
calibration against the VUV spectrometer presented in section 4.2.4. The setup of the VUV
spectrometer was changed in between these stability measurements and, therefore, its absolute
calibration. Hence, a quantification of the incoming photon fluxes from the results in figure
4.12 is not possible.
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Figure 4.12: Temporal behaviour of the diode signal with the 122BP for the Lα
line and the 154BP filter for the Lyman band (black, left axis) in hydrogen at 1Pa
and a generator power of 700W. (a) Additionally, the relative intensity of the Hα

line and the Fulcher band (gray lines, right axis) are depicted in arbitrary units
to give an impression about the plasma stability. (b) The diode system’s output
signals for the for both filters are shown on a enlarged scale to give an impression
about the temporal dynamic under illumination. The standard deviation from
the averaged value of the diode signal within the measurement interval of 5 - 8
minutes each is below ±1 %. The observed recovery of the diode signal without
illumination with respect to the starting values of the previous measurement is
indicated in green.

periods between the measurement intervals has not been examined. The ob-
served aspects might indicate the production of so-called colour centers within
the filter material in contact with ionising radiation with subsequent recovery
without illumination. These lattice defects produce wavelength and material de-
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pendent absorption bands which underlie temporal dependent reverse bleaching
processes [Sei46,Sei54,DV57].

In order to achieve a reproducible data acquisition, the exposure of the filters
to radiation should be kept as short as possible during the measurements with
the diode system as well as during the time interval between two measurements.
The latter is achieved by inserting the aluminum cover. For the former, a stan-
dard measurement procedure has been developed: One measurement cycle starts
with an offset measurement followed by measurements with the filters in the four
remaining positions in the filter wheel. A measurement interval (i.e. with illumi-
nation) of 30 seconds was chosen for each filter in the filter wheel as well as for
the offset measurement with the aluminium cover. A second offset measurement
closes the measurement cycle.

The average of the last 15 seconds gives the voltage signal SFilter
Gas of the diode

system and the corresponding filter or the aluminium cover. Regarding the two
offset measurements, the resulting values are averaged and subtracted from the
results obtained with the filters. Using equation (4.6) together with the corre-
sponding calibration factor gives the emissivity arising from the respective energy
range which is defined by the filter interval.

In figure 4.13, an example for a single measurement with the diode system and
the 122BP filter for the Lα line in hydrogen at 1Pa and 1100W generator power
is shown. The diode’s output voltage measured with the filter is already cor-
rected by the average of both offset measurements (green lines). The red line
indicates the average of the signal during the second 15 seconds leading to a
value of 10.54mV. Applying equation (4.6) with the corresponding calibration
factor of 53 ·1022 m−3s−1V−1, which is taken from table 4.9, gives an emissivity of
5.6 · 1021 m−3s−1. With the vessel’s volume-to-surface ratio of 0.021m, a photon
flux of 1.2 · 1020 m−2s−1 is obtained.

During the benchmark measurements presented in section 7, the variation of
the diode’s signal in the second 15 seconds has been examined for the filters in
each corresponding gas (mixture). For this investigation, plasmas at the crossing
point of the power and pressure scans were chosen (e.g. H2: 1 Pa, 700W generator
power). The standard deviation of the diode signal within the second 15 seconds
from the averaged value, which was obtained from the presented evaluation, is less
that 3%. Therefore, a reproducible data acquisition with the described method
is assumed.
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Figure 4.13: Example for the measurement procedure with the diode system
and the 122BP filter for the Lα line in hydrogen (1Pa, 1100W generator power).
The voltage signals are depicted in black. The diode’s signal with the filter is
already offset-corrected by the average of the two offset-measurements (green
lines, average of 0.010mV and 0.014mV). Averaging the diode’s signal with the
122BP filter within the second 15 seconds of the measurement interval leads to a
value of 10.54mV (red line).

Apart from the dynamic behaviour during illumination within the measurement
interval, the reproducibility of SFilter

Gas obtained from the presented evaluation has
been exemplarily investigated for the Lα line with the 122BP filter. For this pur-
pose, a series of successive measurements of the Lα line with the diode system and
the VUV spectrometer in a hydrogen/oxygen discharge has been performed ex-
tending over the period of roughly two hours. It is accompanied by a continuous
monitoring of the Hα emission. Each sequence consists of three measurements
with the diode system (full squares) with an offset measurement (i.e. no illu-
mination) in between and one scan of the Lα line with the VUV spectrometer
(open squares). The standard measurement procedure was applied for the diode
system. Normalized signals are presented in figure 4.14.
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Figure 4.14: Reproducibility of the diode system expemplarily investigated with
the 122-BP filter (full squares). For comparison, the emissivity of the Lα line
was measured with the VUV spectrometer (open symbols). The stability of the
plasma is monitored with optical emission spectroscopy via the Hα line (gray
curve). Intensities normalized to the values roughly after 3.5 hours of plasma
operation are displayed.

The intensity of the Hα line shows a minor increase by 3% which is roughly fol-
lowed by the intensity of Lα measured with the VUV spectrometer. Regarding
the diode system, the relative standard deviation of the results with respect to
the mean value is below 1% for each series of three successive measurements and
below 3% considering all measurements. The long term behaviour of the Lα line
measured with the diode system shows an increase of 6%. The deviation of the
absolute emissivity calculated with the corresponding calibration factor from the
value obtained with the VUV spectrometer can be traced back to the spectral
distribution in hydrogen/oxygen plasmas’ emission within the transparent inter-
val of the 122BP filter. Since the temporal variation of the relative standard
deviation is less than 3% at least within the two investigated hours of plasma
operation, the diode system is considered to allow long-term measurements with
a sufficient reproducibility.

Degradation and aging effects
Possible aging effects concern the applied filters as well as the silicon diode itself.
The latter can not be assessed individually with the present experimental setup.
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Visual surface modifications over time have been observed for the interference
filters 122BP (Lα), 154BP (H2 Lyman band) and 230BP (H2 Continuum). An
exemplary picture of the latter was taken after the completion of all measurements
presented in this work and is shown in figure 4.15. This roughly corresponds
to about 6000 seconds of total irradiation including direct exposure to plasmas
(≈ 4600 seconds) as well as radiation from the deuterium arc lamp I (≈ 1400
seconds). The image indicates a transformation of the reflective surface material
which is illuminated by photon fluxes (within red circle). The previously smooth
and totally flawless surface exhibits an opaque haze and scattered dim spots
extending into the filter material and reminding of dust beneath the surface.
Additionally, a slight attrition at the edges of the filter due to the bearing area
within the filter wheel can be observed. The 122BP and the 154BP filter show
similar modifications as can be seen in figure D.3 in the appendix. For the other
filters, the visual analysis did not show any apparent change.

Reflection from
the ceiling

Photon illumination area
with surface modifcations

Bearing area
in filter wheel

Figure 4.15: Picture of 230BP
filter indicating material modifica-
tions after 6000 seconds total illumi-
nation.
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Figure 4.16: Monitoring of the 230BP fil-
ter’s transmission after 2000 seconds, 4000
seconds and 6000 seconds of total irradia-
tion. The curve taken after 2000 seconds
corresponds to the determined filter trans-
mission curve presented in figure D.1 in
the appendix.

The deuterium arc lamp I together with the optical survey spectrometer allowed
an easy monitoring of the 230BP filter’s transmission. The results of the trans-
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mission monitoring are presented in figure 4.16. The transmission was measured
after roughly 2000 seconds, 4000 seconds and 6000 seconds of total irradiation
of the filter. During the observation period, no significant change of the filter
transmission could be observed. Minimal variations might arise from a slight tilt
of the filter or from a minor shift of the measurement spot on the filter surface.
Moreover, they are not monotonic over the transmission interval. Therefore, no
evidence for a degradation of the transmission could be detected for the 230BP
filter.
A long term reproducibility study of the diode system was carried out measuring
the emissivity of the Lα line, the Lyman band and the Continuum with the
122BP, 154BP and 230BP filter, respectively. The measurements were performed
at a hydrogen plasma at a pressure of 5Pa and a generator power of 700W
with a temporal distance of roughly two years. The first measurement had been
carried out in 2018 and it was repeated in 2020. As a reference, the emissivities
of the Balmer lines Hα up to Hε were recorded in both discharges with the
high resolution optical emission spectrometer. They showed a reproducibility
of the plasma better than ±10 % with respect to the mean value of the two
measurements. The emission of the Fulcher band1 did not change with a variation
of less than 1%.
The emissivities in the VUV range obtained from the standard evaluation of the
diode system measurements are summarized in table 4.11. The emissivities of the
Lα (122BP) and the Continuum (230BP) are in the range of ±10 %, those of the
Lyman band (154BP) agree within ±15 % with respect to the mean values.

Table 4.11: Emissivities in units of 1021 m−3s−1 obtained with the diode system
in a hydrogen discharge (5Pa, 700W) in comparative measurements performed
in 2018 and 2020.

Emission range
(Applied filter)

Lα
(122BP)

Lyman band
(154BP)

Continuum
(230BP)

2018: 2.9 4.2 1.3
2020: 2.7 3.1 1.0

It is followed that no significant degradation of these filters as well as the diode
itself in the corresponding wavelength range has occurred during this work. A
comparable behaviour is also assumed for the remaining filters which do not show

1In 2020, no Langmuir probe measurements have been performed. Thus, for the evaluation
the electron temperature measured in 2018 has been applied.
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any visual modifications and which, therefore, have not been investigated indi-
vidually.

Within the framework of this work, no degradation effects have been detected and
the diode system allowed reproducible measurements over a period of two years.
If indications for a degradation occur in the future, either a recalibration against
the VUV spectrometer is required or the accuracy of the diode system will suffer.
Therefore, it is recommended to carefully and regularly check the applied filters
and the diode itself on visible modification which might be related to aging. A
periodic reproducibility measurement of the diode system at a reference discharge
is suggested.

Uncertainty sources
The uncertainty arising from the temporal behaviour of the diode signal is based
on its dynamic during the measurement interval. As described above, the signal’s
relative variation of less than ±3 % was observed.
The silicon diode is also sensitive to electrons and ions with the responsitivity
being dependent on the incident particle energy [FSRK97,FRHK01]. A possible
contribution of charged particles to the output signal is restricted to measure-
ments without any filter and might be considered in the error estimation depend-
ing on the specific application. At PlanICE, the effect of ions and/or electrons on
the diode system was roughly investigated in argon and hydrogen discharges. A
removeable horse shoe magnet was adjusted in a way that possible charged parti-
cles are deflected and the influence on the measured signal without any filter was
monitored together with the plasma emission via the survey optical spectrome-
ter. An effect of the magnet on the output signal of the diode system below ±8 %

could be observed. However, the interpretation is rather difficult since the plasma
was affected simultaneously due to the vicinity of the magnet to the discharge.
Therefore, the variation of the signal can not be unambiguously assigned to an
influence of impinging ions. No further uncertainty is considered in this work,
but might play a role in a specific setup where the diode system will be applied.
Concluding, only the uncertainty of ±3 % due to the variation of the diode’s
signal within the measurement interval is applied for the diode system’s results
in the following.
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5 Quantification of fluxes in low
pressure plasmas

In plasma discharges, the plasma species of heavy particles, electrons as well
as photons contribute to a flux onto the reactor walls or a surface inserted for
treatment processes. According to their energy, the emitted photons can be
classified into the infrared region (IR, / 1.8 eV), the visible region (VIS, ≈ 1.8−
3.1 eV ), the ultraviolet (UV, ≈ 3.1− 6.2 eV) and the vacuum ultraviolet (VUV,
' 6.2 eV) range. In particular, photons from the VUV/UV range with exceeding
3.1 eV and may play an important role in plasma processing [SZDE12,TGYH11,
LWY01].
In this work, emission ranges with relevant photon fluxes are identified with
respect to the neutral particle flux and the positive ion flux in several gases and
gas mixtures. The following sections describe how these fluxes are calculated
and how the relevant parameters are determined with the diagnostic system at
PlanICE.

5.1 Determining relevant parameters for particle

fluxes

Every species with the density n and particle velocity v inside the plasma creates
a flux according to

Γ = n · v. (5.1)

The sheath between bulk plasma and surface has a repelling effect on negatively
charged particles like electrons and negative ions. Hence, atomic and molecular
neutrals from the feed gas as well as their positive ions play the major role
regarding the influence on surface materials [HKSS08].
The neutrals’ movement through the plasma is driven by diffusion and collisions
with other plasma particles. Assuming a Maxwellian distribution of the particles’
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velocity, the directed flux is given by

Γ = n · 〈v〉 (5.2)

with the mean velocity 〈v〉 from equation (2.6). In the context of neutral parti-
cles, it is called thermal velocity vtherm and is determined by the mass and the
temperature of the neutral species. It has to keep in mind, that selective plasma
processes may result in a difference in the temperatures of the different particle
species. The flux of neutral atoms and molecules, respectively, is given by

Γneutr =
nneutr

4
· vtherm =

nneutr

4
·
√

8kBTgas

πmneutr

. (5.3)

In atomic discharges, the corresponding neutral particle density nneutr is directly
obtained from the pressure using the ideal gas law. In the case of molecular
gases where dissociation takes place, the atomic and molecular densities are de-
rived from the pressure via the atomic-to-molecular density ratio which can be
obtained by optical emission spectroscopy and population models. In hydrogen
and nitrogen containing plasmas, the gas temperature Tgas can be obtained from
optical emission spectroscopy using the rotational temperature Trot as it is de-
scribed in section 5.1.3. The mass of the particular atomic or molecular species
is denoted by mneut.

In contrast, positive ions from the plasma produce a directional flux onto the
surface material due to the potential drop across the plasma sheath. After en-
tering the sheath region with a minimum velocity of vB in agreement with the
Bohm criterion according to equation (2.9), the ions are accelerated towards the
surface with the flux remaining constant. Assuming single ionization and one
ionic species, the ion density n+

ion,s at the sheath edge equals 60% of the positive
ion density n+

ion,b in the bulk plasma. Following [CC03,F18], the approximation
n+

ion,s = 1
2
n+

ion,b can be made. Using the quasineutrality within the bulk plasma
one obtains n+

ion,s = 1
2
ne resulting in

Γion = n+
ion,s · vB =

ne

2
·
√
kBTe

mion

(5.4)

for the positive ion flux. The electron temperature Te and density ne are typically
obtained by Langmuir probe measurements. The ion mass is denoted by mion. In



88 Chapter 5. Quantification of fluxes in low pressure plasmas

the case of N different ion species in the plasma, the weighted mean ion mass

mion,mean =
1

ne

·
N∑
i=1

mi · n+
i (5.5)

is used. In this case, equation (5.4) describes an effective ion flux. The density
n+
i of the individual ion species with mass mi can be determined by the use of

the mass spectrometer in the center of the plasma vessel in combination with
Langmuir probe results.

5.1.1 Plasma parameters from the Langmuir probe

The following introduction to underlying processes as well as the analyzing tech-
nique to obtain plasma parameters from Langmuir probe measurements is based
on [CB11,CC03,SS70,LL05] and is restricted to electrons and positive ions.
A current-voltage characteristic of an argon discharge at PlanICE at 5Pa and
300W generator power obtained with the Langmuir probe is exemplarily shown
in figure 5.1.
The measured probe current is the sum of the electron and the ion current. The
current carried by electrons is counted per definition with a positive sign. A very
high negative biasing creates a sheath around the probe tip that accelerates posi-
tive ions and suppresses the electron current from the plasma. As the correspond-
ing name already indicates, positive ions dominate the measured current within
the ion saturation regime. The cylindrical probe tip and the resulting increase of
the sheath dimensions prevents, however, a real saturation. The recombination of
the ions at the tip results into a negative sign of the current in the ion saturation
regime. Increasing the voltage in positive direction reduces the electron repelling
effect of the sheath and the electron current starts to rise. If the probe voltage
reaches the floating potential Vfl, the ion and electron currents are equal and no
net current is measured. A further increase of the probe voltage allows more
slow electrons to overcome the decreasing repulsive effect of the sheath and to
contribute to the probe current in the transition region. Simultaneously, the ion
current on the probe is decreasing. Assuming a Maxwellian energy distribution of
the electrons according to equation (2.5) and subtracting the contribution from
the positive ions, the electron current follows an exponential function

Ie(V ) =
eA

4
ne〈v〉 · exp

[
-e(Vpl − V )

kBTe

]
(5.6)
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Figure 5.1: Measured current-voltage characteristic in argon at 5Pa and 300W
generator power with indication of typical regimes accordingly to [CC03] and
determinable plasma parameters.

with the probe tip surface area A that is exposed to the plasma, the elemen-
tary charge e and the electron density ne. Vpl represents the plasma potential
and 〈ve〉 =

√
8kBTe

πme
is the mean electron velocity resulting from the Maxwellian

distribution according to the electron temperature Te.
At V = Vpl, the probe is at the same potential as the plasma, no sheath region
is present and the electron density equals the ion density. The ion contribution
to the measured current is negligible. A further increase of the applied voltage
beyond the plasma potential (V > Vpl) prohibits the ions from the probe tip
where only electrons arrive. The corresponding range is called electron satura-
tion region. However, an increase of the sheath dimensions where electrons are
collected prevents a real saturation above Vpl [MSL26].
The floating potential Vfl can be derived directly from the current-voltage char-
acteristic from the zero-crossing of the curve. The plasma potential is marked by
the inflection point in the I − V characteristic. For determining Vpl, it is suit-
able to use d2I(V )

dV 2 considering the property of the second derivative to be zero at
inflection points of the initial function and, therefore, at Vpl. The PlasmaMeter



90 Chapter 5. Quantification of fluxes in low pressure plasmas

software applies a smoothing procedure for the second derivative from which the
EEDF and EEPF can be obtained as described below. The specific smoothing
voltage interval can be adjusted manually for each I − V characteristic and has
an influence on the results. The second derivative of the exemplary characteristic
from figure 5.1 is shown in figure 5.2 (a).
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Figure 5.2: Determination of plasma parameters from the probe I − V charac-
teristic. (a) Plasma potential from the second derivative. (b) EEPF and corre-
sponding electron temperature obtained with the probe software PlasmaMeter.

The electron energy distribution function f(Ee) as well as the electron energy
probability function g(Ee) can be deduced from the second derivative of the
probe characteristic in the range V ≤ Vp. The electron energy is given by
Ee = e(Vpl − V ). According to [Dru30], the EEDF is related to the second deriva-
tive and can be written as

f(Ee) =

√
8meEe

e3/2A
· d2I

dV 2
. (5.7)

According to equation (2.8), the EEPF results in



5.1. Determining relevant parameters for particle fluxes 91

g(Ee) =

√
8me

e3/2A
· d2I

dV 2
. (5.8)

The EEDF and EEPF are given in [eV−1m−3] and [eV−3/2m−3], respectively,
with the equation above. In the case of a Maxwellian distribution function, it
applies ln

(
g(Ee)

)
∝ Ee

kBTe
from the equations (2.5) and (2.8). Therefore, the

electron temperature Te can be deduced from a linear fit’s slope of ln
(
g(Ee)

)
. An

example of a calculated g(Ee) from the measured I −V characteristic is depicted
in semilogarithmic scale in figure 5.2 (b). The green line represents a Maxwellian
EEPF according to the electron temperature of Te = 3.06 eV which has been
determined automatically with the PlasmaMeter software. The voltage interval
for the linear fit is set by the software routine individually for each measurement
and was not changed manually. The range corresponding to high electron energies
might be affected by a poor signal-to-noise level in cases of low probe currents. On
the other hand, the very low energy range is influenced by different aspects, e.g.
the probe circuit resistance, contaminations of the probe surface or insufficiently
suppressed RF distortions [GPA92].
The electron density can be determined from the current-voltage characteristic by
evaluating equation (5.6) at the plasma potential Vpl. Hence, ne can be calculated
with

ne =
I(Vpl)

eA

√
2πme

kBTe

and A = 2πrl, (5.9)

r being the radius and l the length of the probe tip exposed to the plasma.
For evaluating the positive ion density n+

ion from the ion saturation region, several
theories are available with different approaches regarding the movement of the
ions towards the probe tip. Details can be found in the literature [CC03,CB11,
All92,ABR57]. In the present work, the plasma’s immanent property of quasi-
neutrality described by equation (2.2) is exploited to derive n+

ion directly from the
electron density.
In order to compare the results from Langmuir probe measurements with the line
of sight integrated optical emission spectroscopy, radial profiles of the discharge
were taken across the region from a distance of 0mm up to 80mm from the
vessel wall in 10mm steps. Radial profiles of the electron density and electron
temperature in argon at 5Pa and 300W are exemplarily shown in figure 5.3. The
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evaluation is performed as follows: The determined local plasma parameters Te

and ne are mirrored at the vessel axis to obtain a full profile over the whole plasma
diameter. For each profile, the determined values of ne (depicted as green squares)
are fitted using a Bessel function with the maximum at the center of the plasma
vessel. The fit function gives fitted values of ne at the different measurement
positions. Finally, these are averaged to obtain the axially integrated electron
density. For the corresponding value of Te, the determined local values (black
circles) are averaged. This procedure leads to ne = 1.07·1018m−3 and Te = 3.09 eV

for the presented example.
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Figure 5.3: Determined profiles of ne and Te in argon at 5Pa and 300W gener-
ator power. The vessel’s walls are located at the positions ±75mm.

Limitations and uncertainty sources
The Langmuir probe is an invasive measurement technique for which an object is
directly inserted into the plasma. Therefore, mutual effects between the probe and
the plasma are present. For example, changes of the impedance matching and the
power transfer efficiency while moving the probe were detected. Although these
effects are usually rather slight, however in some extreme cases, the discharge
turned off.
RF power is known to have an influence on probe measurements and on the eval-
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uation of the plasma parameters [GD11]. A temporal variation of the plasma
potential is impressed on the measured I − V characteristic leading to distorted
results [SC94,LL05]. Despite of the passive filter system, a complete compensa-
tion might be not achieved.

In the following, the consideration focuses on the uncertainty contribution arising
from the measurement and evaluation procedure and their effect on the uncer-
tainty of the determined plasma parameters. For this purpose, [Hei18] is used as
reference since the same probe system was applied and intensively studied there.

The accuracy of the electron temperature determination depends on the assump-
tion of a Maxwellian distribution and significantly on the chosen interval for the
linear fit. To estimate the uncertainty due to the choice of the fit interval by the
software, a comparison with a manual evaluation was exemplarily performed for
the pure gases argon, nitrogen, oxygen and hydrogen at 5Pa and a fixed probe
distance of 20mm to the vessel wall. The medium pressure of 5Pa was chosen
for which a stable plasma operation was possible for each gas. The distance of
20mm was selected with the idea of preventing the probe characteristic from the
influence of the vessel wall as well as from RF solenoid. Different voltage intervals
for the linear fit of ln(g(Ee)

)
were investigated. It appeared that the absolute

difference between the maximum and the minimum determined value is in the
range of 0.4− 1.4 eV. Therefore as an approximation, ∆Te = ±1 eV was chosen.
Considering the maximum and minimum electron temperature determined in this
work, Te = 10.9 eV in nitrogen at 0.3Pa and 400W and Te = 2.3 eV in hydro-
gen/nitrogen at 10Pa and 500W, respectively, it leads to a relative uncertainty
range of ∆Te

Te
= 0.1− 0.4. The value of 10 % given in [Hei18] corresponds to the

lower limit of the presented uncertainty estimation.

According to equation (5.9), the uncertainty of the electron density depends on
∆Te, the accuracy of the probe dimensions as well as the plasma potential current
I(Vpl) and, therefore, on the uncertainty of the plasma potential Vpl. In [Hei18],
the overall uncertainty of the plasma potential determined with the applied probe
type was summarized to ∆Vpl = ±0.5V . This value includes the influence of the
smoothing procedure for the second derivative, the size of the voltage steps in the
measurement as well as a general error of ±0.15V due to the noise level.

The error resulting from the determination of the probe radius is assumed to
be ∆r

r
= ±10 % according to the manufacturer of the tungsten wire. The same

assumption is made for the platinum wire due to missing information from the
manufacturer. The probe tip’s length was measured manually with a sliding
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calliper. An uncertainty of ∆l = ±0.5mm is estimated for this procedure.
The aforementioned exemplary investigation in pure gases at 5Pa and a distance
of 20mm from the vessel gives a relative uncertainty of ∆ne

ne
= 0.7 in argon. For

the other gases, the corresponding value is in the range of 0.3 − 0.5. Hence,
an averaged relative uncertainty of 0.4 was chosen for these discharges. The
difference is mainly due to a different length of the tip which was around 1mm
for argon discharges and in the range 5 - 10mm for the other gases.

5.1.2 Plasma parameters from the mass spectrometer

The hardware components of the applied mass spectrometer have been described
in section 3.2.2. Either scans of m/q at a fixed energy-to-charge ratio E/q or, vice
versa, scans of E/q with a constant mass-to-charge ratio m/q can be performed.
In the following, these scan modes are abbreviated and referred to as energy and
mass scan, respectively. In both cases, counts per second are detected. Typical
spectra obtained in these scan modes are shown exemplarily for a pure nitrogen
discharge in the figures 5.4 (a) and (b).
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Figure 5.4: Typical spectra obtained with the ion mass spectometer in nitrogen
at 0.3Pa and 400W generator power. (a) Mass scan at fixed energy of 33 eV. (b)
Energy scan at fixed mass of 13.94 u.

The measurements with the mass spectrometer in order to derive the densities n+
i

of the ion species in the plasma and an effective ion mass mion,eff were performed
in two steps: first the ion mass is scanned at a fixed but arbitrary energy to
get insight into the present ion species. The exemplary mass scan in figure 5.4
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(a) reveals peaks around a mass of 14 u and 28 u corresponding to singly ionized
atomic and molecular nitrogen, respectively. However, doubly ionized nitrogen
molecules would also contribute to the peak at 14 u. In a second step, energy
scans are performed separately for each ion species that was detected during the
mass scan. A typical measured energy distribution IE(E) is shown in figure 5.4
(b) for atomic nitrogen at a peak mass of 13.94 eV.
It has to be stressed that the measured quantity with the plasma monitor is not
directly the density of an ion species but the flux reaching the detector. This,
in turn, is proportional to the product of the area below the measured intensity
curve IE,i and a mass dependent relative transmission factor Tr(mi). Using the
quasineutrality ∑

i

n+
i = n+

ion = ne, (5.10)

the density of the ion species i can be determined with

n+
i =

∫
IE,i(E) dE · Tr(mi) ·

√
mi∑

j

∫
IE,j(E) dE · Tr(mj) ·

√
mj

· ne. (5.11)

The fraction represents the density ratio of species i with respect to the total
positive ion density n+

ion. The relative factor Tr(mi) is necessary to consider the
directional and mass dependent transmission of the mass spectrometer and will
be discussed in more detail later. The factor

√
mi arises from the assumption of

an ion speed equal to the Bohm velocity when entering the mass spectrometer.
The electron density ne is obtained from local Langmuir probe measurements
directly above the entrance aperture of the mass spectrometer. According to
equation (5.5), an effective mass mion,eff of the positive ions can be calculated for
the quantification of the positive ion flux from the plasma.

Calibration procedure
The calibration of the energy scale was provided already by the manufacturer.
Prior to calibrating the mass dependent transmission of the plasma monitor, an
optimization of the ion optics is carried out in an argon discharge. In this way,
the signal output is maximized. Different potentials correspond to components of
the ion transfer system, the energy and mass filter as well as to the 90° deflection
of the ion beam into the SEM which were described in section 3.2.2. Those are
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varied in order to result in a maximal signal intensity and optimized signal-to-
noise ratio.

With these optimized parameters, the calibration of the mass dependent direc-
tional transmission of the plasma monitor can be performed to obtain the factors
Tr(mi) in equation (5.11). For this purpose, the noble gases helium, neon and
argon are used in gas phase. The mass dependent transmission is assumed to
apply equally for neutrals and ions. The plasma monitor is operated in neutral
particle mode with the ion source activated in order to ionize incoming neutrals
by electrons. The energy of the electrons is given by an applied potential dif-
ference of 100V between the emitting filament and the ion formation chamber.
Therefore, electron impact ionization cross sections σgas for each gas at an elec-
tron energy of 100 eV have to be considered. The corresponding values were taken
from [WBHF87]. The density ngas can be calculated via the ideal gas law from
the gas pressure and the room temperature T = 300K.

Energy scans are performed for the main isotopes of the specific noble gas, i.e.
m = 4u (99.99999%) for helium, m = 20 u (90.48%) and m = 22 u (9.25%)
in neon and m = 40 u (99.60%) using argon. The numbers in the brackets
correspond to the isotopic ratio cgas(m) of each isotope [Int91]. The calibration
factor is calculated with

T (m) =
ngas · σgas∫
IE,m(E) dE

· cgas(m) (5.12)

for m = 4 u, 20 u, 22 u and 40 u. The resulting values are arbitrarily normalized
at a mass of 3 u corresponding to H+

3 in hydrogen plasmas which leads to relative
factors Tr(mi). Since no general statement about the mass dependency of the
instrument can be made, a fit function has been applied to derive calibration
factors for arbitrary masses. The corresponding calibration curve up to a mass
of 41 u is shown in figure 5.5. It has to be noted that the fit function cannot be
derived from theoretical results.

Limitations and uncertainty sources
As can be seen in figure 3.5 (b), the extraction cap constitutes a rather large
metallic volume inserted into the plasma which has a significant influence on the
radial profiles of the plasma parameters. This leads to a decrease of the electron
density and a slight increase of the mean electron energy in the center of the
plasma vessel [SFAP01]. However, an influence on axial emission profiles could
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Figure 5.5: Mass dependent relative calibration factors and fit function obtained
for the PPM 421 mass spectrometer.

not be observed in the present setup by optical emission spectroscopy. Vertical
Langmuir probe measurements are not possible while the mass spectrometer is
mounted.
The temporal stability of the mass spectrometer’s signal was analyzed exemplarily
in pure nitrogen discharges. A series of energy scans at constant mass revealed
a rather large deviation regarding absolute values of

∫
IE,m(E)dE. Nevertheless,

the ratios between different species showed a satisfactory reproducibility under
the terms of a sufficient signal intensity: in nitrogen, the ratio of molecular ions
(m = 28 u) to atomic ions1 (m = 14 u) exhibited a standard deviation of around
10%. This value will be applied as typical relative uncertainty.
Furthermore, the mass dependent calibration procedure contributes to the uncer-
tainty in several ways. The calibration factors in helium, neon and argon depend
on the uncertainty of the pressure measurement, on the accuracy of the ionization
cross sections as well as on uncertainties arising from the assumed room temper-
ature, the isotopic distribution and again from the reproducibility. However, the
main contribution arises from the fit function in figure 5.5. The highest accuracy
can be expected for the rare gases applied during the calibration procedure. In
contrast, the ranges below 4 u and above 40 u were extrapolated. These range
and the maximum of the fit function which is not well-defined are highly error-

1It has to be noted that a contribution from molecular ion N2+
2 can not be excluded.
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prone. The resulting uncertainty of the calibration for arbitrary masses cannot be
assessed quantitatively since reproducibility measurements only were carried out
exemplarily for one nitrogen discharge. For this reason, the relative uncertainty
of ±10 % which was obtained from stability investigations in nitrogen is applied
to the relative density of ion species i corresponding to the fraction in equation
(5.11).

A Gaussian error propagation and the uncertainty of the electron density ne,
which was determined individually in argon and in the molecular gases by Lang-
muir probe measurements, result in a relative uncertainty ∆n+

i

n+
i

of 71% in argon
and 41% in the other discharges, respectively.

5.1.3 Plasma parameters from the optical spectrometer

The following section gives an overview about the plasma parameters that can be
obtained from optical emission spectroscopy and which are necessary to calculate
neutral particle fluxes. The underlying principles and evaluation methods are
discussed.

a. Gas temperature

For determining the gas temperature, it is convenient to investigate ro-vibronic
transitions of molecules in the optical region with emission spectroscopy. It has
to be noted that upper states of the investigated transitions are labeled with one
prime (’) and lower states without prime in the following section1.

Provided a Maxwellian distribution, the kinetic energy of heavy neutral parti-
cles is characterized by the gas temperature Tgas. As discussed in section 2.3.1,
the population of rotational levels in the molecular ground state (X, v = 0) can be
usually described by a Boltzmann distribution function with Trot(X, v = 0) = Tgas.
It can be assumed that it is directly mapped into an excited state (A, v′) via elec-
tron impact excitation, i.e. ∆J = 0. The rotational population of the state A is
accessible with emission spectroscopy and the corresponding rotational tempera-
ture T ′rot(A, v

′) can be deduced.

If the rotational relaxation in the upper state occurs slowly enough compared to
the emission lifetime, the gas temperature is connected to T ′rot(A, v

′) with the gas

1In section 2.3, the lower state was denoted with a double prime (”).
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temperature [BSSL14]

Tgas = Trot(X, v = 0) =
Bv=0(X)

B′v′(A)
· T ′rot(A, v

′). (5.13)

Therefore, the ratio of the rotational constants Bv=0(X) and B′v′(A) correspond-
ing to the ground state and to the excited state is used as scaling factor.
In this work, the gas temperature in hydrogen and nitrogen plasmas was deter-
mined by means of molecular emission.

Hydrogen:
The following section shortly summarizes the evaluation procedure of the gas
temperature in hydrogen discharges based on optical emission spectroscopy which
is presented in detail in [BRF17].
In hydrogen, the assumption of a rotational distribution in the ground state
following a Boltzmann distribution and the validity of Trot(X, v = 0) = Tgas is
restricted to low rotational quantum numbers J . The high lying rotational states
suffer from overpopulation due to recombination of hydrogen atoms at the walls
to rotationally excited molecules [VSE04,GSE08].
The Fulcher transition d 3Πu → a 3Σ+

g provides diagnostic access to the rota-
tional temperature of the d 3Πu state in pure hydrogen and hydrogen containing
plasmas. Ro-vibrational transitions from (v′ = 0 − 3, J ′) to (v, J) with ∆v = 0

and ∆J = 0 are investigated. According to equation (2.42), absolute emissivities
are given by

εd,v
′,J ′

a,v,J = nd,v′,J ′ · Ad,v′,J ′

a,v,J (5.14)

with the Einstein coefficient Ad,v′,J ′

a,v,J . The emissivities allow the determination of
the rotational population in the excited state.
Technically, the evaluation of the gas temperature is based on the comparison
of simulated and measured rotational and vibrational density distributions in an
iterative process. The simulation assumes a ’cold’ ensemble of hydrogen molecules
arising from the plasma volume and a ’hot’ ensemble due to surface recombination
of H atoms at the wall.
Therefore, two-temperature Boltzmann distributions of the rotational and vibra-
tional levels in the ground state X with the same weighting factor are included.
The colder rotational temperature is assigned to the gas temperature [BRF17]
which serves together with the ’cold’ vibrational temperature and the weighting
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factor as fitting parameters. The ’hot’ rotational and vibrational temperature
are set to be equal and also work as additional fitting parameters. All fitting pa-
rameters are determined in an iterative optimization approach: The simulation
projects the rotational distribution of X according to the corresponding temper-
atures into the upper Fulcher state d following ∆J = 0. The contribution of
each ro-vibrational level (v, J) of the ground state to the population of a spe-
cific state (v′, J ′) via electron collision excitation is considered. Vibrationally
resolved and Te dependent rate coefficients for electron impact excitation based
on a Maxwellian EEDF and Frank-Condon factors [MTG72,WF16] are used. As
a result, a fitting routine that allows the best accordance between simulated and
measured rotational distribution provides the fitted values for the cold and hot
rotational and vibrational temperatures of the ground state as well as the weight-
ing factor. As mentioned above, the former temperature corresponds to the gas
temperature.

Nitrogen:
The rotational lines of transitions in molecular nitrogen cannot be separated with
the available optical spectrometer. Therefore, a different approach evaluating
the gas temperature [BSSL14] is necessary: The emission spectra of the second
positive system C 3Πu → B 3Πg is measured and compared with a synthetic
spectrum. As a standard, the vibrational transition v′ = 0− v = 2 is used whose
emission is located in the wavelength range 376 - 381 nm.

The simulation provides the relative intensity distribution of the v′ = 0− v = 2-
band according to the calculated rotational population density of v′ = 0 with
the rotational temperature Trot(C, v

′ = 0) as fitting parameter. The Doppler
broadening of an emission line and the apparatus profile of the spectrometer are
included into the synthetic spectrum. By varying Trot(C, v

′ = 0), the simulated
spectrum is adjusted to the measurement. More details about the simulation and
the used input data can be found in [BRF17,Sie15].

From Trot(C, v
′ = 0) with the best accordance between measured and synthetic

spectra, the gas temperature can be calculated with equation (5.13) and the
rotational constants taken from the NIST Chemistry WebBook [HH18]. Figure
5.6 exemplarily shows a result of the fitting procedure with the measured relative
emission spectra and the matched simulation results. A rotational temperature
of 550K was determined for the upper state which leads to a gas temperature of
603K.
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Figure 5.6: Example showing the result of the fitting procedure with synthetic
(blue) and measured emission spectra (grey) of the v′ = 0 − v = 2 transition
in the second positive system of nitrogen (0.3Pa, 400W generator power). A
rotational temperature of 550K in the upper state is obtained.

b. Neutral particle density and atomic-to-molecular density ratio

Following the ideal gas law and neglecting electrons as well as ions due to the low
ionization degree, the total neutral particle density

n0 = natom + nmol (5.15)

can be calculated directly from the gas pressure and the gas temperature, however,
without any information about the atomic and molecular portion. To obtain
natom and nmol, optical emission spectroscopy can be applied in combination with
population models.

In nitrogen as well as oxygen discharges, the emissivity of appropriate atomic lines
was measured and connected to the ground state density of the corresponding
atoms natom by using extended corona models describes in section 2.4.3. The
molecular ground state density nmol can then be derived from equation (5.15)
and the atomic-to-molecular density ratio δ = natom

nmol
can be calculated. Regarding

gas mixtures (e.g. N2/O2), the gas composition is considered for calculating the
total neutral density with equation (5.15) for the individual gas constituents (e.g.
N2 and O2). Spontaneous emission is the only depopulation process considered
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for nitrogen as well as for oxygen in the corona model given in equation (2.62).
The corresponding Einstein coefficients are taken from the NIST atomic spectra
database [KYRa19c].
With natom = n0

1+1/δ
and nmol = n0

1+δ
as well as emission rate coefficients, equation

(2.62) transforms to

n0neX
em,ik
atom (Te)

1 + 1/δ
+
n0neX

em,ik
mol (Te)

1 + δ
= εik. (5.16)

This equation cannot be solved analytically for δ and was evaluated numerically
using Python1.

Oxygen:
Oxygen containing discharges produce several intense atomic emission lines in
the optical region as well as in the VUV range (see the energy scheme in figure
A.1 in the appendix).
In the triplet system, two emission lines at 130.5 nm (3s 3S◦ → 2p4 3P) and
at 844.6 nm (3p 3P → 3s 3S◦) occur. Resulting from a resonant transition with
A130.5 nm = 6.12·108 s−1, the former line might be strongly affected by reabsorption
and is, therefore, not used in the evaluation.
In the present plasma parameter regime, direct and dissocative electron excitation
are considered to be the dominant population processes of 3p 3P [FBA20]. Hence,
the absolute intensity of the 844.6 nm line was applied for the quantification
of the ground state density of atomic oxygen. On the basis of a Maxwellian
EEDF, emission rate coefficients for the direct excitation from the atomic ground
state were obtained from excitation cross sections [II90,TH88]. For dissociative
excitation, corresponding emission cross sections were taken from [SSC+85]. Both
cross sections can be found in the appendix G.1 and G.2 while the emission rate
coefficients are presented in figure 5.7. The branching ratio of the 844.6 nm line
can be calculated to be 1.00003 and was considered as equal 1.
In the quintet system, a candidate for the application in the corona model is the
intense emission line at 777.4 nm (3p 5P → 3s 5S◦). However as described in
the following, it appeared that this line is less suitable for this purpose: at low
pressure, population from the lower state 3s 5S◦ becomes important for the up-
per state 3p 5P of the 777.4 nm line [CP20]. Therefore, the population density of
3s 5S◦ is of crucial importance for the corona model. However, this state exhibits

1The function scipy.optimize.fsolve included in the SciPy library was used.
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Figure 5.7: Emission rate coefficients of the atomic oxygen line at 844.6 nm for
direct excitation from the atomic ground state (solid line) and dissociative exci-
tation from the molecular ground state (dashed line). They were obtained from
excitation and emission cross sections by [II90,TH88] and [SSC+85], respectively.

an extensive excitation and de-excitation pattern including several atomic oxy-
gen states in all three spin systems Moreover, it can be considered as metastable
due to the small emission transition probability of the emission line at 135.7 nm
(3s 5S◦ → 2p4 3P, A135.7 nm = 5.56 · 103 s−1). Therefore, diffusion to the vessel
walls might play an important role as depopulation process. As a consequence,
a collisional radiative model exceeding the capability of a simple corona model is
required to accurately reproduce the (de-)population processes of the 3s 5S◦ and
3p 5P states. Different corona models were set up and evaluated for the 777.4 nm
line starting from the basic approach with only direct and dissociative excita-
tion included. In a stepwise extension additional (de-)population processes were
considered, e.g. electron excitation of 3p 5P from 3s 5S◦, diffusion losses and/or
cascading into 3s 5S◦ or a direct quantification of the 3s 5S◦ state’s population
with the VUV spectrometer in order to reduce uncertainties. Nevertheless, no
model configuration allowed reliable results in the investigated pressure range.

Therefore, the evaluation of the atomic and molecular neutral oxygen densities
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was performed using the emission line at 844.6 nm and the corresponding corona
model described above.

Nitrogen:
In the case of nitrogen, the emission spectrum in the optical spectral region
is dominated by molecular bands. However, some atomic emission lines in the
VUV/UV range can be applied for the evaluation of the neutral ground state
density. The atomic line ocurring at 174.3 nm (3s 2P → 2p3 2P◦, see energy
scheme in figure A.2) which is accessible with the VUV spectrometer is applied.
Corona models with the purpose of a neutral density determination had been
already developed and benchmarked for several VUV lines including the one
above in [Mei00]. Besides dissociative electron excitation from the molecular
ground state and direct electron excitation from the atomic ground state, the
model for nitrogen also includes the population from two metastable states. For
convenience, the ground state is designated with m1 while the metastable states
are denoted with m2 and m3, respectively. Their energy difference with respect
to the ground state is rather small which can be seen in table 5.1 and figure
A.2 in the appendix. Hence, a population of the metastables states following a
Boltzmann distribution with the electron temperature is assumed [Mei00] and
diffusion losses to the vessel walls are not considered.

State Configuration ∆E [eV] g

m1 2s22p3 (4S◦) 0 4
m2 2s22p3(2D◦) 2.38 10
m3 2s22p2 (2P ◦) 3.58 6

Table 5.1: Atomic nitrogen states included in the extended corona model for
emission of the 174.3 nm line (m1: ground state, m2,3: metastable states). The
energy differences with respect to the ground state as well as the statistical weights
g are given.

Corresponding emission rate coefficients for direct electron excitation from the
statesm1,m2 andm3 were calculated using the collisional radiative model ADAS1

with an electron density of 1 · 1017 m−3. Regarding the dissociative excitation of
3s 2P, emission cross sections can be found in [MZ71].

1Atomic Data and Analysis Structure [Sum04]. For cross sections that are included in the
model, it is referred to [FASB98].



5.1. Determining relevant parameters for particle fluxes 105

Assuming a Maxwellian EEDF, it is converted into the emission rate coefficient
Xem

mol(Te). The emission rate coefficients are presented in figure 5.8.
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Figure 5.8: Emission rate coefficients of the atomic nitrogen line at 174.3 nm for
direct excitation (solid line) from the atomic ground state m1 and the metastable
states m2 and m3 as well as for dissociative excitation (dashed line). The former
are obtained with the CR model ADAS [Sum04], the latter are calculated from
cross sections given in [MZ71].

Hydrogen:
In hydrogen, the atomic-to-molecular density ratio nH/nH2 is directly accessible
by measuring the emissivities of the Balmer Hγ line and the molecular Fulcher
transition, εHγ and εFul, respectively, together with the collisional radiative pop-
ulation models Y acora H and Y acora H2. As results, the models provide the
population coefficients
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RH,n=4(Te, ne) =
nH,n=4

nHne

=
Xem,eff

Hγ
(Te, ne)

AHγ

,

RH2,d(Te, ne) =
nH2,d

nH2ne

=
Xem,eff

Ful (Te, ne)

Aeff
Ful

(5.17)

of the atomic state n = 4 and the molecular state d3Πu which are the upper
states of Hγ and the Fulcher transition. The corresponding population densities
are denoted with nH,n=4 and nH2,d. In general, a population coefficient R0p of a
given state p multiplied by the corresponding Einstein coefficient of a transition
from p into a state k (k < p) leads to the effective emission rate coefficient Xem,eff

0p .
Therefore, the population coefficients in equation (5.17) can be expressed with the
effective emission rate coefficients Xem,eff

Hγ
and Xem,eff

Ful and the Einstein coefficients
AHγ and Aeff

Ful. This is shown on the right side of equation (5.17). Aeff
Ful represents

the effective transition probability which is the sum of the vibrationally resolved
Einstein coefficients weighted with the relative population density of the specific
vibrational level [Wün04,Fan06]. Combining the equations (2.42) and (5.17), the
atomic-to-molecular density ratio

nH

nH2

=
εHγ
εFul

· X
em,eff
Ful (Te, ne)

Xem,eff
Hγ

(Te, ne)
(5.18)

is obtained from the measured emissivity ratio. Finally, the atomic ground state
densities of atoms and molecules can be calculated with

nH =
n0

1 +
[
nH

nH2

]−1 , nH2 =
n0

1 +
[
nH

nH2

] (5.19)

using the total neutral particle density from equation (5.15).

The intensity of the Balmer lines can be significantly increased by opacity of the
Lyman series and dissociative excitation of hydrogen molecules due to electron
collisions. The contribution of these processes decrease with increasing main
quantum number of the upper state from which the particular Balmer line is
emitted. Therefore, Hγ turned out to be a convenient compromise between being
less influenced and providing a sufficient signal-to-noise ratio [Fan04]. Depending
on the specific hydrogen discharge, different population processes can be included
in Yacora H. In the model, electron-impact cross sections from [MTG72] were used
for hydrogen molecules.
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Argon:
In this work, pure argon discharges were investigated for which the neutral particle
density can be directly determined from the ideal gas law with the natural isotope
ratio. Since the gas temperature is not accessible with the diagnostic system,
Tgas = 700 K± 300 K is used.

c. Electron temperature and density in hydrogen

In the case of hydrogen, the population models Y acora H and Y acora H2 can
also be applied in order to determine the electron temperature and density which
serve as fitting parameters. Together with Te and ne, the composition of the
hydrogen species is varied to optimize the aggreement between the simulated and
measured emissivities of the Balmer series Hα to Hε as well as their line ratios and
the Fulcher transition εFul. The variation of the parameters takes place within a
given confidence range of the measured emissivities, e.g. ±20 %.

Limitations and uncertainty sources
Due to the intensity calibration procedure of the optical high resolution spec-
trometer with the Ulbricht sphere and a limited reproducibility of the spectra
acquisition, the uncertainty of measured emissivities in the optical range has a
typical range of ±10%. Regarding the gas temperature evaluation, a typical abso-
lute uncertainty of ±25K is applied in hydrogen and ±50K in nitrogen [BRF17],
respectively. Using the CR models Y acora H and Y acoraH2, the uncertainties
∆Te and ∆ne can be derived from the values for which simulation and measure-
ment agree within the chosen confidence range. As mentioned in section 2.4, the
uncertainty of the determined plasma parameters depends on the accuracy of the
used cross sections. A quantification of this influence eludes the frame of this
work. If not otherwise stated, a Gaussian error propagation was used for all cal-
culations. For the determination of the atomic density, the uncertainties ∆n0 and
∆ne as well as the uncertainty of the measured emissivity were considered. Due
to the ideal gas law, the former value includes ∆Tgas and a relative uncertainty
of ±1 % regarding the pressure setting.
The corona models for nitrogen and oxygen using the atomic-to-molecular density
ratio are restricted to numerical solutions and the standard evaluation of the
error propagation cannot be applied directly. Therefore, the uncertainty of the
atomic density ∆natom is calculated from the basic form of the corona models
including the particle densities instead of δ (see equation 2.62). Due to the
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interdependence of the quantities, the uncertainties ∆nmol = |∆natom|+|∆n0| and
∆δ
δ

= |∆natom

natom
| + |∆nmol

nmol
| result for nitrogen and oxygen discharges. No additional

error arising from the numerical solution is taken into account.

In hydrogen, a relative uncertainty of ±2 % for the atomic-to-molecular density
ratio was quantified in [Fri13]. The uncertaintes ∆nH and ∆nH2 are determined
from equation (5.19) using an Gaussian error propagation.

From equation (5.3), the uncertainty of the neutral particle fluxes

∆Γneut =
∣∣∣(8kBTgas

πmneut

)1/2 ∆nneut

4

∣∣∣+
∣∣∣(8kBTgas

πmneut

)−1/2nneutkB

πmneut

∆Tgas

∣∣∣ (5.20)

can be derived with nneut = natom,mol and the corresponding atomic and molecular
mass mneut = matom,mol.

5.2 Determining photon fluxes

The quantification of photon fluxes relies on intensity calibrated spectroscopy
systems. In this work, the photon fluxes arising in the VUV/UV range were
determined by the VUV spectrometer and the VUV diode system. Because of
strong absorption in air below 200 nm, they demand a direct connection to the
plasma and sufficient vacuum conditions. Photon fluxes in the optical region were
obtained with the optical high resolution spectrometer.

The isotropic photon emission of a plasma is described by the spectral emissivity
ελ(λ) in the unit photons/(m3 s nm). An integration over a certain wavelength
range leads to the emissivity1 ε which gives the total number of photons being
radiated per cubic meter and second into the whole solid angle of 4π.

The total number of photons emitted per second by the plasma is obtained by
integrating the emissivity over the emitting plasma volume V . Assuming a ho-
mogeneous and isotropic emission, an averaged photon flux

Γph = ε · V
S

(5.21)

onto the surface S enclosing the plasma volume and being hit by the photons
can be calculated. In the case of PlanICE, it corresponds to the inner surface of

1The emissivity εik of an atomic transition was already introduced in equation (2.42) and
results from the integration over the corresponding atomic spectral line.
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the plasma vessel. Considering the bottom plate, top plate as well as the lateral
surface of the cylindrical vessel leads to a value of S ≈ 0.1m2.
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6 Characterization of emission
ranges and photon fluxes in pure
gases and gas mixtures

As introductorily mentioned, the impact of photons on surfaces facing a plasma
is crucially determined by the photon energy and the corresponding absolute
photon flux. Depending on the particular treatment process, different spectral
ranges may play a relevant role. With the filter set presented in section 4.2.1, the
diode system provides the user the possibility to flexibly determine photon fluxes
from the most significant energy ranges in the specific plasma setup.

In order to compile the filter set given in table 4.1 and the gas specific filter
combinations presented in the tables 4.3 to 4.6, the most relevant photon energy
ranges which are characteristic for the common feed gases and gas mixtures were
identified. Therefore, a systematic energy resolved quantification of photon fluxes
in the pure gases argon, hydrogen, nitrogen and oxygen as well as in the gas mix-
tures nitrogen/hydrogen (50:50), hydrogen/oxygen (85:15) and nitrogen/oxygen
(80:20) was carried out at PlanICE in power and pressure scans. On overview of
the performed measurement series is given in table 6.1.

Absolute photon fluxes were determined using the absolute intensity calibrated
VUV spectrometer together with the high resolution optical emission spectrome-
ter. Photon fluxes from the VUV range are related to a high photon energy range,
those from the UV range are attributed to a medium energy. Photons from the
visible region are assigned to a rather low energy range. For the filter set of the
diode system, filters were chosen which correspond to spectral ranges in the high
energetic VUV and medium energetic UV region. With a view to a classification
in order to guide the reader, the measured photon fluxes are compared to the
occuring ion fluxes. A photon-to-ion flux ratio Γph/Γion '0.5 is classified as "high
flux ratio", a value below 0.5 is assigned to a "low flux ratio".
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Gas
(mixture) Power scan Pressure scan

Ar
1Pa:

200W, 300W, 400W
300W:

0.5Pa, 1Pa, 3.5Pa, 5Pa, 7Pa, 10Pa

H2
1Pa:

700W, 900W, 1100W
700W:

1Pa, 3Pa, 5Pa, 7Pa, 10Pa

N2
1Pa:

300W, 400W, 600W
400W:

0.3Pa, 1Pa, 3Pa, 5Pa, 7Pa, 10Pa

O2
1Pa:

400W, 500W, 600W
600W:

0.3Pa, 1Pa, 2Pa, 3Pa, 5Pa, 7Pa, 10Pa

N2/H2

(50:50)
1Pa:

300W, 500W, 700W
500W:

0.3Pa, 1Pa, 3Pa, 5Pa, 7Pa, 10Pa

H2/O2

(85:15)
1Pa:

700W, 900W, 1100W
700W:

1Pa, 3Pa, 5Pa, 7Pa, 10Pa

N2/O2

(80:20)
1Pa:

300W, 500W, 700W
500W:

0.4Pa, 1Pa, 3Pa, 5Pa, 7Pa, 10Pa
Table 6.1: Measurement series with pressure and power scans performed at
PlanICE in different gases and mixtures. The given power values refer to the
generator power.

The following sections give an overview of the identified relevant spectral ranges
individually for each investigated gas (mixture) and indicate the corresponding
filters chosen for the diode system. Broadband spectra in the range of 60 -
900 nm with absolute intensities present the spectral composition arising from
the most prominent atomic and molecular emission features of the investigated
plasmas. The region below 300 nm was obtained with the VUV spectrometer
while the optical spectrometer was applied for the range above 300 nm. Below
the lower wavelength limit, the spectra are characterized by noise due to the
rise of the VUV spectrometer’s calibration factor in combination with less or no
intensity from the plasmas. In general, the identification of atomic and ionic
lines is performed with the help of the NIST database [KYRa19d, KYRa19c].
The molecular emission ranges are derived from literature for which the specific
reference will be indicated individually.

The results obtained in the power scans are summarized in detail for each gas or
gas mixture in the appendix F. Additionally, the measured plasma parameters
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Figure 6.1: Absolute intensities of an argon discharge at 1Pa and 300W gener-
ator power.

(Te, ne, Tgas) together with the ion composition whose interplay determine the ion
flux are also compiled there. In the following, the results of the pressure scans
will be given. Additionally, the highest photon energy, for which a significant
emission was measured, will be stated for each investigated gas and gas mixture.

6.1 Pure gases

6.1.1 Argon

The noble gas argon is widely used for industrial coating applications, e.g. regard-
ing films with a low dielectric constant [LRR+17,YS08]. It exhibits a line spec-
trum produced by neutral and ionic atoms which is exemplarily depicted in figure
6.1 for 1Pa and 300W generator power. Resonant atomic emission lines occur
below 110 nm (11.3 eV) [Min73] while transitions between excited states are re-
stricted to the range above 300 nm. The most prominent and very intense atomic
lines in the VUV range are located at 104.8 nm (11.8 eV) and 106.7 nm (11.6 eV).
They are assigned to the resonant transitions from the states (2P1/2°)4s[1/2]1 and
(2P3/2°)4s[3/2]1 into the ground state 1S. The highest detected photon energy
ranges around 21.4 eV at 0.3Pa arising from further resonant ionic lines in the
wavelength range below 100 nm. The corresponding emissivity is, however, in-
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significant. Argon produces a minor emission in the UV and the visible range.
The second emission range with significant intensity arising from atomic and
ionic lines can be observed in the near infrared region with a wavelength greater
or equal to 670 nm with an energy lower or equal to 1.9 eV, respectively.
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Figure 6.2: Particle and photon fluxes measured in argon (pressure scan at
300W). Please note the different scaling of the vertical axis in the left lower and
upper part. The right upper part illustrates the corresponding photon energy
ranges and the plasma potential as upper ion energy limit. The plasma parame-
ters used in the particle fluxes’ calcuation are given in figure F.1 in the appendix.

Figure 6.2 exemplarily shows the results of the particle fluxes (left side) and
photon fluxes (right side) for the pressure scan. It is pointed out that the vertical
axis is differently scaled in the lower and upper part of the left figure. The energy
ranges of the photon fluxes are depicted in the right upper part as horizontal lines
or bands in corresponding colours. The plasma potential Vpl serves for estimating
the ions’ upper energy limit when hitting the vessel walls and is also included as
black squares. It is assumed that an ion from the bulk plasma passes the complete
potential drop to the vessel surface without energy loss due to collisions. In this
example, the estimated ion energy decrease from roughly 26 eV to 12 eV with
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Figure 6.3: Characterization scheme of the identified emission ranges in argon
discharges (at a generator power of 200W, 300W and 400W at 1Pa as well
as pressure scans between 0.5Pa and 10Pa at 300W generator power). Main
emission ranges are highlighted in gray. The resonant atomic lines at 104.8 nm
and 106.7 nm have been identified as the relevant emission range.

increasing pressure. The plasma parameters required for the determination of
the particle fluxes are summarized in the appendix in figure F.1.
The left part shows an increase of the atomic and ion fluxes with pressure which
can be traced back to an increase of the corresponding particle densities. The ion
flux is determined assuming only the ion species Ar+ with a mass according to
the natural isotopic ratio. The photon fluxes with low energy (1.9 - 1.6 eV) also
increase with pressure.
Special focus should be laid on the resonant atomic argon lines at 104.8 nm
(11.8 eV) and 106.7 nm (11.6 eV) since significant damaging effects on low-k ma-
terial induced by them have been reported in [SRN+12,RRM+13]. At pressures
lower or equal to 1Pa, the photon flux from these resonant lines is in the range
of 3 · 1020 m−2s−1 and thus comparable to the ion flux Γion. Following the results
in [RRM+13], the corresponding photon fluxes would have a significant effect on
the Si-CH3 bonds in the investigated material after an exposure of few minutes to
the plasma. With increasing pressure, the photon flux from the resonant atomic
lines is rapidly decreasing and much lower than the ion flux The photon-to-ion
flux ratio accounts for 0.07 at 3.5 Pa and further decreases to 0.01 at 10Pa.
The emission range in the near infrared region exhibits a photon-to-ion flux ra-
tio from 0.66 up to 0.91 for pressures lower or equal to 5Pa. The results are
summarized in table 6.3.
Since no bandpass filters are commercially available below 113 nm, the filter com-
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bination "No filter – MgF2" was chosen to select the resonant atomic argon lines
in the VUV with the diode system. At low pressure, they produce photon fluxes
comparable to the ion flux and whose possible crucial influence on material has
been exemplarily discussed above.

6.1.2 Hydrogen

Hydrogen discharges or plasmas with hydrogen admixture are widely studied,
e.g. in fusion research [SFF+06,vRVG+07], for x-ray lithography [ZKL+11] or for
reducing oxide layers on metals [SRP+14].
Characteristic features of hydrogen discharges are the atomic Lyman series in
the VUV range and the Balmer series in the optical region which are indicated
in figure 6.4. The former summarizes resonant atomic transitions from excited
states n′ into the ground state n′′ = 1 while the latter corresponds to transitions
ending on the first excited state n′′ = 2. The most well-known representatives are
the Lα line at 121.6 nm (10.2 eV) and the Hα line at 656.3 nm (1.9 eV). Besides,
various molecular bands occur. In the VUV/UV range, they are represented by
the resonant Werner band (C 1Πu → X 1Σ+

g , ≈80 - 130 nm, 15.5 - 9.5 eV), the
resonant Lyman band (B 1Σ+

u → X 1Σ+
g , ≈130 - 190 nm, 9.5 - 6.5 eV) as well as

the continuum (a 3Σ+
g → b 3Σ+

u , ≈190 - 280 nm, 6.5 - 4.4 eV) ending in a non-
binding state. Since these bands partly overlap, the indicated intervals assign the
corresponding main emission range. The Fulcher-α transition (d 3Πu → a 3Σ+

g ) in
the optical region is predominantly located in the wavelength range 590 - 650 nm
(2.1 - 1.9 eV). Beyond, further non-resonant molecular bands occur with minor
intensity and corresponding to small photon energies.
Figure 6.5 presents the measured photon fluxes as well as the determined particle
fluxes. As depicted in the left part, both the molecular and atomic flux increase
with the pressure. The molecular flux ranges between Γmol = 8.1·1022 m−2s−1 and
Γmol = 6.7 · 1023 m−2s−1 while the atomic flux is roughly one order of magnitude
below. An atomic-to-molecular density ratio δ in the range of 0.09 - 0.15 is
obtained in the pressure scan. In the power scan, it increases up to 0.25.
The ion flux roughly stays constant around Γion = 1.5 · 1020 m−2s−1. The plasma
parameters required for the calculation of the ion fluxes are summarized in figure
F.3 in the appendix. There, also the composition of the ions species derived
with the mass spectrometer is shown. At pressures above 1Pa, H+

3 is almost
the exclusively detected ion species. At 1Pa, H+

3 is also the dominant species,
followed by H+

2 and to a less extend by H+.
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Figure 6.4: Absolute intensities of a hydrogen discharge at 1Pa and 900W
generator power. The continuum is displayed with a multiplication factor of 100.
Emission ranges of molecular hydrogen are displayed in blue. The Lyman and
Balmer series of atomic hydrogen are indicated in green and the levels of the
corresponding transition are given in brackets (n’-n”).

The upper right part of figure 6.5 shows the photon energies of the identified
spectral ranges and a decreasing plasma potential with pressure from 32V at 1Pa
to 11V at 10Pa. The highest detected photon energy in hydrogen was 15.4 eV at
1Pa. At this pressure, the ion energy exceeds the highest photon energy while it
is in the energy range of photons from the Werner band and Lα line for pressures
above 1Pa.

Photons from hydrogen discharges cover wide ranges of fluxes as well as corre-
sponding energies. Pressure dependent photon fluxes arising from the identified
emission ranges are depicted in the lower right section of figure 6.5. They all
show a maximum at 3Pa with values between 9.7 · 1018 m−2s−1 from the Fulcher
band up to 2.7 · 1020 m−2s−1 from the Werner band and Lyman series.

The Hα line as well as the Fulcher-α transition both located in the low energy
range produce minor photon fluxes in comparison with the determined ion flux.
Their photon-to-ion flux ratio does not exceed 0.23 and 0.08, respectively. There-
fore, both the Fulcher band as well as the Hα are assigned to a low energy and
a low flux ratio in figure 6.6. For the continuum, the photon-to-ion flux ratio
is comparable to the one of the Hα line. However, the corresponding photon
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Figure 6.5: Particle and photon fluxes measured in hydrogen (pressure scan at
700W generator power). Please note the different scaling of the vertical axis in
the left lower and upper part.

energy is higher and can be predominantly assigned to the medium energy range
reaching into the high energy range. For this reason, the bandpass filter 230BP
is selected for the diode system to determine photon fluxes from the Continuum
(see table 4.4).

The molecular emission ranges in the VUV range are identified to play an even
more relevant role. The Lyman band exhibits flux ratios between 0.54 and 1.08
below 10Pa with a slight decrease to 0.44 at 10Pa. The wavelength range below
130 nm—assigned to the Werner band together with the Lyman series—reaches
highly significant absolute photon fluxes. The corresponding photon-to-ion flux
ratio ranges between 0.73 and 2.26. Considering only the Lα line, the value stays
below 0.49 at 1Pa and at pressures greater or equal to 7Pa but achieves a max-
imum of 0.73 at 3Pa.

The filter set of the diode system includes bandpass filters for the Continuum
(230BP), the Lyman band (154BP) and the Lα line (122BP) as well as the filter
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Figure 6.6: Characterization scheme of the identified emission ranges in hydro-
gen discharges at a generator power of 700W, 900W and 1100W at 1Pa as well
as pressure scans between 1Pa and 10Pa at 700W generator power. The Lyman
band, the Lα as well as the range assigned to the Werner band together with the
Lyman series are identified as most relevant emission ranges.

combination "No filter – MgF2" for the Werner band together with Lβ, Lγ. They
are summarized in table 4.4.

6.1.3 Nitrogen

Figure 6.7 presents a spectrum of nitrogen at 1Pa and a generator power of
400W. In the investigated wavelength range between 60 nm and 900 nm, neutral
nitrogen molecules produce three well separated systems for which the emission
ranges are taken from [LK77]. The First positive system (B 3Πg → A 3Σ+

u , ≈480
- 2500 nm, 2.6 - 0.5 eV) covers broad parts of the visible and near infrared region.
Vibronic transitions with ∆v = +5, . . . ,+1 lie within the accessible range of the
spectrometers. In this range, several atomic emission lines are also located.

The UV range is dominated by the Second positive system (C 3Πu→ B 3Πg, ≈270
- 550 nm). The main emission is observed in the range 270 - 475 nm (4.6 - 2.6 eV)
including the vibronic transitions with ∆v = +3, . . . ,−4 which are indicated in
figure 6.7. Additionally, emission from the First negative system of the molecular
nitrogen ion (B 2Σ+

u → X 2Σ+
g , ≈330 - 470 nm) occurs in the UV and overlaps

with the Second positive system of neutral nitrogen molecules. If the emissivity
axis is enlarged, vibronic transitions corresponding to ∆v = +2, . . . ,−2 can be
identified with a minor intensity. For reasons of clarity, they are not indicated
individually in figure 6.7. Due to the overlap with the second positive system,
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Figure 6.7: Absolute intensities of a nitrogen discharge at 1Pa and 400W gen-
erator power. Molecular emission ranges are indicated in blue [LK77] and atomic
lines are given in green.

photon fluxes from the first negative system could not be separately investigated.

The resonant Lyman-Birge-Hopfield system (a 1Πg → X 1Σ+
g , 100 - 220 nm, 12.4

- 5.6 eV) reaches down to the vacuum ultraviolet region and is superimposed by
several intense atomic lines. These include the resonant atomic multiplets1 at
113.5 nm (10.9 eV, 2s2p4 4P 1

2
, 3
2
, 5
2
→ 2s22p3 4S◦3

2

) and at a wavelength of 120.0 nm
(10.3 eV, 2s22p23s 4P 1

2
, 3
2
→ 2s22p3 4S◦3

2

). Additionally, intense atomic multiplets
arising from 2s22p23s 2P 1

2
, 3
2
and ending on the metastable states 2D◦3

2
, 5
2

and 2P◦1
2
, 3
2

,
both with electron configuration 2s22p3, occur at 149.3 nm (8.3 eV) and 174.4 nm
(7.1 eV), respectively.

Further atomic lines lie within the range of the First positive system and below
110 nm, respectively. In the latter range, another band structure can be detected
whose shape differs from the Lyman-Birge-Hopfield system. It might be assigned
to the Rydberg band (c′4 1Σ+

u → X 1Σ+
g ) of molecular nitrogen [BSS+81]. Vi-

bronic (v′, v′′)-transitions occur e.g. at 94.4 nm (3,2), 95.8 nm (0,0), 96.4 nm (3,3)
and 98.1 nm (0,1) [GLTM99] which coincidence with the wavelength position of
observed peaks in the spectrum.

1Atomic emission lines arising or ending on levels with a multiplicity 2S + 1 > 1 are called
multiplets and occur clustered in the spectra. In the case of two or three such lines, it is referred
to a doublet or a triplet, respectively.
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Figure 6.8: Particle and photon fluxes determined in nitrogen during the pres-
sure scan at 400W generator power. Please note the different scaling of the
vertical axis in the left lower and upper part.

The results for the pressure scan are presented in figure 6.8, those for the power
scan in figure F.6 in the appendix. As can be seen, the neutral atomic and
the molecular particle fluxes are both increasing with the pressure in the range
2.3 · 1018 - 1.2 · 1021 m−2s−1 and 6.1 · 1021 - 1.5 · 1023 m−2s−1, respectively. The
atomic-to-molecular density ratio increases from δ=0.0003 at 0.3Pa to δ=0.006
at 10Pa. It is rather low compared to hydrogen discharges with values in the
range of 0.09 - 0.15 between 1Pa and 10Pa. Moreover, it shows an opposite
pressure dependency.

The ion flux is decreasing with the pressure from 1.7·1020 m−2s−1 to 5.0·1019 m−2s−1

and the corresponding maximal ion energy shows also a decrease from 45 eV to
11 eV. For pressures below 10Pa, N+

2 is the dominant ion species with a small
fraction of N+. At 10Pa, the latter is dominating, and also a contribution from
NH+, N2H+ or N2H+

4 occurs. Hydrogen might arise from trace amounts of water
released from the vessel walls due to a rising gas temperature (see figure F.5 in
the appendix).
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Nitrogen produces high photon fluxes with respect to the ion flux in the entire
energy range below 12.4 eV. The classification of the spectral ranges can be seen in
figure 6.9. Especially the part of the First positive system, which is accessible with
the diagnostic system, is characterized by high photon fluxes in the range of (2.4
- 7.3)·1020 m−2s−1 with corresponding photon-to-ion flux ratios between 1.37 (at
0.3Pa) and 10.6 (at 7Pa). Since only a fraction of the First positive system can
be detected, the flux from the total transition is even higher. However, due to the
rather low photon energy of less than 2.6 eV, the relevance of the assigned photon
fluxes is considered as minor. Thus, no corresponding filter combination is chosen
for the diode system. In contrast, the Second positive system and the Lyman-
Birge-Hopfield system (together with the atomic lines) dominate the medium and
high energy range until 12.4 eV. Moreover, they exhibit high photon-to-ion flux
ratios of at least 0.46 each with a maximum of 0.79 and 1.00, respectively, at 1Pa.
Therefore, the combinations "MgF2 – BK7 " and "BK7 – 500LP" are selected for
the diode system. They are given in table 4.5.
Photon fluxes with a photon energy exceeding 12.4 eV show a photon-to-ion flux
ratio of less than 0.14 throughout the investigated parameter range. However, due
to the very high photon energy (with a maximal observed value up to 14.9 eV)
the filter combination "No filter – MgF2" can additionally be applied for ni-
trogen plasmas. Furthermore, the bandpass 154BP allows to select a narrow
wavelength interval including a fraction of the Lyman-Birge-Hopfield system and
several atomic lines. The corresponding filter set for nitrogen plasmas is summa-
rized in table 4.5.

6.1.4 Oxygen

Although being a molecular gas,the invested oxygen plasmas produce radiation
which is dominated by atomic lines. A spectrum taken at 1Pa and a generator
power of 600W is presented in figure 6.10. The most intense representatives of
atomic lines are the triplets located around 777.3 nm (1.6 eV, 2s22p33p 5P1,2,3 →
2s22p33s 5S◦2) and 844.6 nm (1.5 eV, 2s22p33p 3P0,1,2 → 2s22p33s 3S◦1). In the
VUV range, emission lines including resonant transitions ending on the ground
state arise at 98.9 nm (12.5 eV, 2s22p33s 3D◦1,2,3 → 2s22p4 3P2), 130.3 nm (9.5 eV,
2s22p33s 3S◦1 → 2s22p4 3P0,1,2) and 135.7 nm (9.1 eV, 2s22p33s 5S◦2 → 2s22p4 3P1,2).
Lines ending on metastable states occur for example at 115.2 nm (10.8 eV, 2s22p33s
1D◦2 → 2s22p4 1D2). Several atomic and ionic lines can be detected up to a photon
energy of 17.2 eV at 0.3Pa.
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Figure 6.9: Characterization scheme of the identified emission ranges in nitrogen
discharges at a generator power of 300W, 400W and 600W at 1Pa as well as
pressure scans between 0.3Pa and 10Pa at 400W generator power. The second
positive system and the Lyman-Birge-Hopfield system of molecular nitrogen as
well as the energy range above 12.4 eV are indentified as the most relevant emission
ranges. Despite the high photon-to-ion flux ratio of the first positive system, it
is not further considered due to the low photon energy.
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Figure 6.10: Absolute intensities of an oxygen discharge at 1Pa and 600W
generator power. Atomic lines are given in green. Molecular emission ranges are
indicated in blue [Kru72] and depicted in enlarged scale in the inset.

With almost negligible intensity, vibronic bands of the First negative system of
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O+
2 (b 4Σ−g → a 4Πu) with ∆v = +2, . . . ,−3 are observed within 520 - 740 nm

(2.4 - 1.7 eV). Additionally, slight emission from hydrogen impurities (Lα, Hα,
OH band) are detected. It might be traced back to adsorbed water at the vessel
walls which is released preferably in oxygen plasmas due to the very high wall
temperatures. Those arise from typical high power transfer efficiencies up to 77%
compared to other plasmas inducing a rich surface chemistry.
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Figure 6.11: Particle and photon fluxes determined in oxygen during the pres-
sure scan at 600W generator power. Please note the different scaling of the
vertical axis in the left lower and upper part.

The results of the pressure scan are summarized in figure 6.11, those of the
power scan in figure F.8 in the appendix. The atomic and molecular fluxes of
neutral oxygen are in the same order of magnitude and increase with pressure
from several 1021 m−2s−1 at 0.3Pa up to roughly 7 · 1022 m−2s−1 at 10Pa. The
atomic-to-molecular density ratio was determined to be in the range 0.3 - 1.4.
The positive ion flux consists of the species O+ and O+

2 with the former being
the dominant species below 3Pa. With increasing pressure, the distribution is
reversing in the sense that O+

2 is the predominant species. In the investigated
pressure scan, the ion flux is slightly decreasing from 4.1 · 1022 m−2s−1 to 1.7 ·
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1022 m−2s−1. The maximal ion energy declines from 42 eV to 12 eV with increasing
pressure. For pressures above 1Pa, the photon energies related to the (resonant)
atomic and ionic lines in the VUV range are comparable to the ions’ energy.
These lines are the only observed emission features in the investigated oxygen
plasmas corresponding to the high energy range. For the diode system, the filter
combination "No filter – Fused silica" is selected according to table 4.6.
However, the photon flux including these lines does not exceed 8.4 · 1019m−2s−1

resulting in low flux ratios of 0.17 - 0.25 in comparison with the ion flux. In
particular, the resonant atomic lines at 130.3 nm and 135.7 nm reach their max-
imum photon flux at 1Pa with values of 3.6 · 1019m−2s−1 and 1.8 · 1018m−2s−1,
respectively.
An overview of the classification of all investigated emission ranges is depicted
figure 6.12.
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Figure 6.12: Characterization scheme of the identified emission ranges in oxygen
discharges at a generator power of 400W, 500W and 600W at 1Pa as well as
a pressure scan between 0.3Pa and 10Pa at a generator power of 600W. The
atomic and ionic lines corresponding to high photon energies exceeding 9.1 eV are
identified as most relevant emission ranges in oxygen discharges.

6.2 Gas mixtures

In gas mixtures, further spectral emission features occur in addition to the emis-
sion from the pure gases since compounds (e.g. NH, OH, NO) are produced in
the plasma volume. They are highlighted in the presented spectra in the insets.
The gas mixtures nitrogen/hydrogen (50:50), hydrogen/oxygen (85:15) and ni-
trogen/oxygen (80:20) with the mixing ratios in brackets were investigated. The
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former mixture is typically applied for surface nitriding processes by plasmas,
e.g. [Ric97]. The properties of the treated layer is influenced by the hydrogen
admixture in nitrogen. Effects on stainless steal are studied for hydrogen con-
centrations between 5% and 75% in [KBF+00]. The ratio 50:50 was selected
exemplarily. The composition of the hydrogen/oxygen mixture was selected in
order to produce a significant emission from oxygen, on the one hand, and to
comply with the restrictions of the pumping system, on the other hand. The
latter gas mixture was chosen to represent the main air constituents.

6.2.1 Nitrogen/hydrogen (50:50)

In general, the emission spectra of the nitrogen/hydrogen discharges are mainly
dominated by atomic hydrogen lines together with molecular nitrogen emission
ranges. However, with decreasing pressure, the significance of the latter is reduc-
ing and atomic nitrogen lines gain importance.
Figure 6.13 shows a hydrogen/nitrogen spectrum in the entire accessible wave-
length range taken at 1Pa and 500W generator power. In the UV range, a minor
emission band, identified as the resonant A-X system (A 3Π→ X 3Σ−) of the NH
molecule, emerges around 336.0 nm. It appears more pronounced with increasing
pressure. An enlarged inset of the NH emission is shown for 10Pa where the vi-
brational band with ∆v = 0 can be identified [PG76]. Normalized intensities are
displayed with the emission of the pure nitrogen Second positive system depicted
in gray for comparison reasons.
Due to the medium energy in the range of 3.7 eV of the NH band, the bandpass
filter 337BP with the center wavelength at 337 nm was selected for the diode
system (see table 4.7). Depending on the plasma setup and operating parameters,
the NH band might be more or less superimposed by the Second positive system
of N2 which is the case in the investigated plasmas at PlanICE. Therefore, photon
fluxes measured with the diode system together with the 337BP filter cannot be
directly assigned to the NH band but only to the corresponding energy range.
For further interpretation, a distinct knowledge about the spectral composition
of the specific plasma is inevitable. In the following, photon fluxes from the NH
band and the Second positive system are not categorized separately.
The results of the pressure scan can be seen in figure 6.14, results of the power
scan are shown in figure F.10 in the appendix.
For the neutral particle fluxes, atomic and molecular fluxes of pure nitrogen as well
as of hydrogen were calculated. They increase with increasing pressure. The high-
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Figure 6.13: Absolute intensities of a nitrogen/hydrogen mixture (50:50) at
1Pa and 500W generator power. The spectrum in the wavelength region 190 -
280 nm is depicted with an amplification factor of 100. Since the NH band can
be separated more easily from the Second positive system of N2 with increasing
pressure, the inset shows normalized intensities at 10Pa and 500W. The spectrum
of pure nitrogen is presented for comparison in gray to give an impression about
the relevance of the NH band. The emission ranges of the pure gases nitrogen
and hydrogen are presented in the figures 6.7 and 6.4, respectively.

est fluxes are produced by hydrogen molecules in the range from 8.2 · 1021 m−2s−1

to 2.2 · 1023 m−2s−1. The atomic hydrogen flux accounts to 49 - 65% of the
molecular hydrogen flux while the molecular nitrogen flux is roughly 40% and
the atomic nitrogen flux is less than 1% with respect to the molecular hydro-
gen flux. At a pressure below 3Pa, the ion flux is dominated by the N+

2 and N+.
With increasing pressure, their significance declines and composed ion species like
N2H+, NH+

3 , H2O+ become dominant (see figure F.9 in the appendix). In figure
6.14, it can be seen that the ion flux decreases from 1.8 · 1020 m−2s−1 at 0.3Pa to
4.7 · 1019 m−2s−1 at 10.3Pa. The plasma potential decreases as well from 37V to
11V with pressure. The highest detected photon energy is 19.2 eV at 0.3Pa.

In contrast to pure hydrogen and nitrogen discharges, photon fluxes from emission
ranges of molecular and atomic hydrogen and nitrogen, repectively, below 280 nm
are not displayed separately in figure 6.14. They are summarized to photon fluxes
with energies above 4.4 eV. Only photon fluxes arising from the Lα line are given
individually.
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Figure 6.14: Particle and photon fluxes measured in the nitrogen/hydrogen
mixture (pressure scan at 500W generator power). Please note the different
scaling of the vertical axis in the left lower and upper part.

In accordance with the measurements in pure nitrogen, high photon fluxes are
produced in the wavelength range 478 - 900 nm exceeding the ion flux and with
photon-to-ion flux ratios between 1.16 and 6.66. They are composed mainly by
the First positive system of molecular nitrogen and a minor proportion of several
atomic nitrogen lines. The contributions from the Fulcher band of hydrogen
and the atomic Hα line are below 0.05 each. The corresponding characterization
according to the photon energy and the photon-to-ion flux ratio of the described
emission ranges can be found in table 6.15. The photon flux from the Lα line
compared to the determined ion flux does not exceed 0.23. For the Second positive
system of N2, and thus including the NH band, photon-to-ion flux ratios of Γph/Γion

= 0.64 - 1.39 are determined at a discharge pressure of greater or equal to 1Pa.
A slightly lower value of 0.45 is obtained at 0.3Pa.

The molecular hydrogen Lyman band and the Continuum are superimposed by
the Lyman-Birge-Hopfield system (LBH). The photon-to-ion flux ratio in both
wavelength ranges does not exceed 0.49. In contrast, the energy range including



128 Chapter 6. Characterization of emission ranges and photon fluxes

the Werner band, the Lyman series of atomic hydrogen as well as a part of the
nitrogen Lyman-Birge-Hopfield system provides values between 0.80 and 0.98 in
the pressure range lower or equal to 7Pa. At higher pressure, the photon-to-ion
flux ratio falls to 0.39.

The total emission range below 280 nm corresponding to photon energies above
4.4 eV produces photon fluxes comparable to the ion flux with high photon-to-
ion flux ratios between 1.27 and 1.56. The flux is distributed over the medium
and high energy range in the pressure range below 7Pa. At 10Pa, the flux ratio
accounts to 0.67. To take account of this result, filter combination "No filter –
BK7" was chosen for the diode system. If desired, filter combination "MgF2 –
BK7" from the nitrogen filter set can be applied.
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Figure 6.15: Characterization scheme of the identified emission ranges in the
nitrogen/hydrogen mixture (50:50) at a generator power of 300W, 500W and
700W at 1Pa as well as a pressure scan from 0.3Pa to 10.3Pa at 500W generator
power.

6.2.2 Hydrogen/oxygen (85:15)

The spectra of the investigated hydrogen/oxygen discharges are characterized
by the highly pronounced emission from the Lyman and Balmer series of atomic
hydrogen. An example taken at 1 Pa and a generator power of 700W is presented
in figure 6.16. Emission from hydrogen molecules is observed as well as emission
from the resonant atomic oxygen lines around 130.3 nm. The highest photon
energy is observed at 1Pa around 17.2 eV resulting from the molecular hydrogen
Werner band. The atomic lines in the visible range at 777.3 nm and 844.6 nm have
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been detected only with the survey optical spectrometer and absolute photon
fluxes were not determined. Molecular oxygen emission could not be observed.
In addition to the emission features of the pure gases, a strong emission from
the resonant OH band (A 2Σ+ → X 2Π) occurs in the UV range around 310 nm
(4.0 eV). In figure 6.16, the observed vibrational sequences (∆v = 0,+1) are
indicated [DC62]. A bandpass filter 313BP to account for the OH band was
selected for the diode system.

6 0 1 0 0 1 5 0 2 0 0 2 5 0 3 0 0 3 5 0 4 0 0 4 5 0 5 0 0 5 5 0 6 0 0 6 5 0 7 0 0 7 5 0 8 0 0 8 5 0 9 0 0
0

2

4

6

8

1 0

1 2

1 4

Sp
ec

tra
l e

mi
ssi

vity
 [1

021
 m

-3 s-1 nm
-1 ]

W a v e l e n g t h  [ n m ]

 
O H  b a n d

( A  2 Σ +  -  X  2 Π )

L αL β

L γ

L δ

L ε H εH ζH η

H αH βH γ

H δ

L ζ

3 9 7 4 1 2 8 8

a t o m i c  
o x y g e n  

l i n e s

∆v
 = 

+1
∆v

 = 
0

2 0 . 7 1 0 . 0 5 . 0 4 . 0 3 . 0 2 . 0 1 . 4
P h o t o n  e n e r g y  [ e V ]

Figure 6.16: Absolute intensities of a hydrogen/oxygen mixture (85:15) at 1Pa
and 700W generator power in the VUV/UV range. The vibronic transitions
v = +1 and v = 0 of the OH band are indicated. Single spectra taken for the
evaluation of the Balmer series and the Fulcher band are included.

In the hydrogen/oxygen mixture (85:15), power and pressure scans were per-
formed at the same parameters chosen for the hydrogen discharges. Results from
the pressure scan can be found in the figure 6.17, those from the power scan are
summarized in figure F.12 of the appendix.
The neutral atomic and molecular particle fluxes of hydrogen as well as oxygen
increase with the pressure. For hydrogen, the fluxes of atoms and molecules are
comparable with values in the range of 3 · 1022 - 3 · 1023 m−2s−1. Below 10Pa, the
atomic flux is even higher than the molecuar flux which is in accordance with the
atomic-to-molecular density ratio decreasing from 1.3 to 0.5 with pressure. These
values strongly exceed the corresponding values determined in pure hydrogen
which are in the range 0.09 - 0.15.
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Figure 6.17: Particle and photon fluxes determined in the hydrogen/oxygen
mixture during the pressure scan at 700W generator power. Please note the
different scaling of the vertical axis in the left lower and upper part.

For oxygen, the atomic and molecular fluxes are also comparable to each other
but are roughly one order of magnitude below the fluxes of hydrogen. Similarily,
the atomic particle flux exceeds the molecular flux in the low pressure range. The
atomic-to-molecular density ratio decreases from 1.7 down to 0.3 for oxygen with
pressure.

The positive ion flux determined during the pressure scan stays constant around
2 ·1020 m−2s−1. At 1Pa, the main contributing ion species are H2O+, H3O+, OH+

followed by O+
2 and O+. Low amounts of the hydrogen ions H+

3 , H+
2 and H+ are

observed whose significance even further declines with pressure. At 10Pa, the
dominant ion species is H3O+ (see figure F.11 in the appendix). The correspond-
ing ions’ maximum energy show a decrease from 30 eV to 16 eV.

Compared to the pure hydrogen case, the photon-to-ion flux ratios for the Fulcher
band and the Continuum decrease to low values of below or equal to 0.03 and
0.08, respectively. The emission ranges are classified accordingly in figure 6.18.

Although the wavelength region 130 - 190 nm assigned to the Lyman band of
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molecular hydrogen is superimposed by the atomic oxygen triplet at 135.7 nm,
the photon-to-ion flux ratio does not exceed 0.48 in this range. In contrast, the
emission from the atomic hydrogen lines Lα and Hα significantly increases which
can be traced back to the increased atomic-to-molecular density ratio given above.
For the former, the corresponding photon-to-ion flux ratio ranges between 0.70
and 1.52 below 10Pa and 0.35 at 10Pa. Regarding the Balmer line, values up to
a maximum of 0.73 are reached in the pressure range lower or equal to 5Pa while
the photon-to-ion flux ratio is does not exceed 0.34 for higher pressures. Photon
fluxes from the atomic oxygen lines have not been investigated separately.
Due to the admixture of oxygen, the energy range above 9.5 eV additionally in-
cludes the atomic oxygen lines decribed in section 6.1.4. The corresponding pho-
ton fluxes in this energy range reach ratios of 0.69 up to 2.21 compared to the
ion flux.
The OH band produces UV photon fluxes in the range of (3.7 - 9.6) · 1019 m−2s−1

leading to rather low ratios compared to the ion flux between 0.16 and a maximum
value of 0.49 at 5Pa.

6 0 1 0 0 1 5 0 2 0 0 2 5 0 3 0 0 3 5 0 4 0 0 4 5 0 5 0 0 5 5 0 6 0 0 6 5 0 7 0 0 7 5 0 8 0 0 8 5 0 9 0 0
W a v e l e n g t h  [ n m ]

H i g h  e n e r g y M e d i u m  e n e r g y L o w  e n e r g y

H i g h  
f l u x  r a t i o

L o w
f l u x  r a t i o

H 2  
c o n t i n u u m H 2

 
Fu

lch
er 

ba
nd

O H  b a n d

H 2
 Ly

ma
n b

an
d,

O 
line

s

H 2
 W

ern
er 

ba
nd

, 
H L

ym
an

 se
rie

s, 
O 

line
s 

L α 
(≤7

Pa
)

L α 
(10

Pa
)

H α (≤5 P a )

H α ( 7 - 1 0 P a )

2 0 . 7 1 0 . 0 5 . 0 4 . 0 3 . 0 2 . 0 1 . 4
P h o t o n  e n e r g y  [ e V ]

Figure 6.18: Characterization scheme of the identified emission ranges in the
hydrogen/oxygen mixture (85:15) at a generator power of 700W, 900W and
1100W at 1Pa as well as a pressure scan from 1Pa to 10Pa at 700W generator
power.

6.2.3 Nitrogen/oxygen (80:20)

In synthetic air (i.e. nitrogen/oxygen mixture with gas composition 80:20), the
molecular nitrogen systems (Lyman-Birge-Hopfield system, First and Second pos-
itive system) as well as the atomic nitrogen and oxygen lines in the VUV and
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Figure 6.19: Absolute intensities of a nitrogen/oxygen mixture (80:20) at 1Pa
and 500W generator power. An enlarged spectrum including the emission of the
γ system of NO is depicted in the inset.

VIS region are the main emission ranges. The atomic lines are characterized in
the investigated nitrogen/oxygen discharges by a very high intensity. Molecu-
lar oxygen emission could not be detected. However, a slight emission occurs
in the range of 200 - 275 nm (6.2 - 4.5 eV) which can be assigned to the γ sys-
tem (A 2Σ+ → X 2Π) of NO. The observed vibronic transitions corresponding to
∆v = +2, . . . ,−4 [PG76] are displayed in the inset of figure 6.19. If requested for
a specific plasma application, an appropriate filter for this energy range is given
by the 230BP filter.
The results from the pressure scan can be seen in figure 6.20, those from the
power scan are shown in figure F.14 in the appendix.
The atomic and molecular neutral particle fluxes of nitrogen and oxygen increase
with pressure, whereas the atomic nitrogen flux stays constant for pressures above
3Pa. The molecular nitrogen flux grows in the range from 5.0 · 1021 m−2s−1 to
1.1 · 1023 m−2s−1 while the atomic flux is more than two orders of magnitude
below. The fluxes of atomic and molecular oxygen are more or less comparable
and roughly one order below the molecular nitrogen flux.
In contrast, the positive ion flux decreases from 2.6·1020 m−2s−1 to 6.7·1019 m−2s−1

with pressure. For pressures lower or equal to 1Pa, it mainly consists of the ion
species N+

2 and N+ and to a lower extend by NO+ and O+. With increasing
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Figure 6.20: Photon and particle fluxes determined in the nitrogen/oxygen mix-
ture during the pressure scan at 500W generator power. Please note the different
scaling of the vertical axis in the left lower and upper part. These results will be
published in [FFBF22].

pressure, the proportion of NO+ strongly increases until being the dominant
species at 10Pa (see figure F.13 in the appendix). The corresponding maximal
ion energy decreases from 33 eV to 13 eV.

A maximum photon energy of 19.4 eV was detected at 0.4Pa. The energy range
2.6 - 1.4 eV including the First positive system of N2 as well as atomic nitrogen and
oxygen lines produce high photon fluxes clearly exceeding the ion flux. Similar to
the results in pure nitrogen and in the nitrogen/hydrogen mixture, high photon-
to-ion flux ratios up to 6.02 were determined.

The Second positive system shows a photon-to-ion flux ratio of below or equal
0.48 at low pressure (≤ 1Pa: 500W) and/or high generator power (1Pa: 500W,
700W). Apart from that, values between 0.58 and 0.87 are achieved.

The γ system of the NO molecule produces photon fluxes with a photon-to-ion
flux ratio ranging up to 0.27. In order to avoid an overlap with the NO band, the
wavelength range corresponding to the Lyman-Birge-Hopfield system of molecular
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nitrogen is compressed to the interval 100 - 200 nm compared to the pure nitrogen
case. Besides the atomic oxygen lines at 115.2 nm, 130.3 nm and 135.7 nm, it also
contains the atomic nitrogen lines at 113.5 nm, 120.0 nm, 149.3 nm and 174.4 nm.
The photon-to-ion flux ratio is roughly around 0.5 in the power scan at 1Pa.
Regarding the pressure scan, the value ranges between 0.30 at 10Pa and a maxi-
mum value of 0.59 at 3Pa. Due to the lack of an appropriate edge filter with a
desired cut-on wavelength around 200 nm, no filter combination corresponding to
the wavelength range 100 - 200 nm was found. Therefore, also the filter combi-
nation "MgF2 – BK7" cutting the spectral range 113 - 280 nm, was selected for
the filter set applied to synthetic air plasmas. It corresponds to parts of the N2

Lyman-Birge-Hopfield system together with oxygen and nitrogen lines as well as
the NO band.
The photon-to-ion flux ratio from atomic nitrogen together with atomic as well
as ionic oxygen below 100 nm does not exceed 0.08. With respect to the high
photon energy, the filter combination "No filter – MgF2" which is also applied in
pure nitrogen and oxygen can be selected.
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Figure 6.21: Characterization scheme of the identified emission ranges in the
nitrogen/oxygen mixture (80:20) at a generator power of 300W, 500W and 700W
at 1Pa as well as a pressure scan from 0.4Pa to 10Pa at 500W generator power.

Finally, some concluding remarks will be given regarding the photon-to-ion flux
ratio of the total VUV range with respect to the ion fluxes in the discharges.
The investigated pure argon plasmas exhibited a VUV photon-to-ion flux ratio of
0.69 at 0.3Pa and 300W which can be traced back to resonant atomic lines with
photon energies of 11.6 eV and 11.8 eV, respectively, as well as emission from the
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ionic lines. However, at high pressure (≥7Pa and 300W) it drastically decreases
to the lowest value of around 0.01. Pure oxygen plasmas showed low absolute
VUV photon fluxes compared to the ion flux and do not exceed a flux ratio of
0.25.
The applied hydrogen containing plasmas produced VUV photon fluxes compara-
ble to the ion flux or even exceeding it. At 3Pa, the maximum VUV photon-to-ion
flux ratios are obtained with a value of 1.5 in nitrogen/hydrogen plasmas at 500W
and a value of 2.7 in hydrogen/oxygen plasmas at 700W, respectively. Pure hy-
drogen plasmas were identified to produce the highest VUV photon-to-ion flux
ratio of 3.3 at 3Pa.
No significant dependency of the VUV photon flux compared to the ion flux on
the generator power could be detected.
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7 Benchmark of the diode system
at PlanICE

In order to demonstrate the capability of the diode system and the validity of its
absolute intensity calibration, extended benchmark measurements at PlanICE
were performed in pure gases as well as gas mixtures. Exemplar results will
be published in [FFBF22]. The VUV spectrometer and/or the high resolution
optical spectrometer served as reference standard. Derived emissivities for the
applied filter combinations are compared to results simultaneously obtained with
the reference in power and pressure scans. A constant discharge pressure of 1Pa
is chosen for the former.

7.1 Example for the successful benchmark

As an example for the successful benchmark of the diode system, figure 7.1 shows
the measured emissivities in hydrogen during a power scan (left side) and a pres-
sure variation at a constant generator power of 700W (right side). The emis-
sivities are assigned to the Lyman band (green, measured with the 154BP filter)
and the Continuum (blue, measurend with the 230BP filter). The open symbols
represent the integrated intensity in the corresponding filter intervals measured
with the VUV spectrometer while the full symbols refer to the diode system.
Since the absolute values of both diagnostics and their uncertainty are directly
related via the calibration of the diode system, only the uncertainty arising from
the reproducibility is considered which lies within the depicted symbols. To give
an impression about the quality of the agreement, a tube with ±25 % is indicated
around the results of the VUV spectrometer. Analogous formatting is chosen for
the corresponding graphs through the entire section.
In both the power and the pressure scan, the diode system shows a very good
agreement with the emissivities obtained by the VUV spectrometer. The relative
behaviour is reflected and the absolute values are within ±25 % for both energy
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Figure 7.1: Example of the successful benchmark of the diode system in hy-
drogen for the 154BP (Lyman band, green) and 230BP filter (Continuum, blue)
with the power scan at 1Pa (left side) and the pressure scan with 700W generator
power (right side). The emissivities measured with the diode system are depicted
with full symbols, the open symbols correspond to the VUV spectrometer. The
uncertainty of ±3 % due to the reproducibility of the diode’s signal lies within
the symbols. A tube with ±25 % around the values of the VUV spectrometer is
depicted to given an impression about the relative agreement between the results.
The calibration points at 1Pa and 900W generator power and 1Pa and 1100W
generator power are indicated with dashed lines.

ranges showing a successful benchmark of the diode system.
A complete assembly of the benchmark measurements for all investigated gases
and mixtures is presented in the appendix (see sections H and I).

7.2 Influences on the benchmark

Deviations between the diode system and the reference were observed at Plan-
ICE depending on the specific filter combination, feed gas and the operating
parameters. They can be assigned to different effects arising from experimental
conditions and properties of the diode system. Being aware of them is essential for
a correct interpretation of the results from the diode system. Since these effects
might occur at any plasma setup in-use, their occurrence and implication will be
discussed in detail. The following compilation does not claim for completeness
but shall sensitize the diode system’s user to possible effects. An estimation of
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their occurence requires a detailed knowledge about the specific plasma setup.

Vertical emission profiles
Figure 7.2 presents emissivities of the Second positive system of molecular nitro-
gen measured with the diode system measured with the filter combination "BK7
– MgF2" in pure nitrogen at a generator power of 400W. The high resolution
optical spectrometer served as reference whose results are given by open sym-
bols. An excellent agreement for pressures below 3Pa is achieved. Above, the
diode system starts to deviate and the difference is increasing with the discharge
pressure. At the maximum accessible pressure of 10Pa, it exists a factor of 3.4
between the results of the diode system and the optical spectrometer.
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Figure 7.2: Influence of the vertical emission profile observed in nitrogen with
the diode system for the Second positive system ("BK7 – MgF2").

The deviation can be traced back to the pressure dependent vertical emission
profile of nitrogen plasmas at PlanICE (see figure 4.9) in combination with the
different viewing volumes of the diode system and the reference which has been
discussed in section 4.2.4. The absolute manifestation might depend on the spe-
cific atomic and molecular transition and, hence, on the corresponding wavelength
range.

Filter transmission curves of the filters
A further effect arises from the specific transmission curves of the applied filters.
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It is mostly pronounced in cases with a broad transmission edge which is especially
present for MgF2 as well as for BK7 and to a slightly lesser extend for the fused
silica window. For the corresponding wavelength dependent transmission curves,
it is referred to figure D.2. A deviation from the rectangular function, which
characterizes an ideal filter, leads to several consequences that must be considered
for the evaluation of the benchmark.
Figure 7.3 displays the benchmark pressure scan at 300 W generator power in
argon for the VUV range. Results of the diode system were determined with the
filter combination "No filter – Fused silica" corresponding to the wavelength range
equal or below 153 nm. The measurements show a perfect agreement between the
results of the diode system and the VUV spectrometer at pressures below 3Pa. A
deviation for higher pressures is observed. Since argon discharges do not exhibit
a significant vertical emission profile, this deviation cannot be traced back to the
previously described effect.
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Figure 7.3: Influence of the impurities observed in argon with the diode system
for the VUV range ("No filter – Fused silica").

A careful investigation of the spectra taken with the VUV spectrometer revealed
that a significant emission from carbon lines (2s2p3 3D◦ → 2s22p2 3P) emerges at
156.1 nm which is within the transmission edge of the fused silica window. The
emission is increasing with the pressure above 1Pa. At PlanICE, carbon impu-
rities might be released, for instance, by the interaction of plasma particles with
the sealing rings or are residues of detergents applied at the plasma vessel. The
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transmission of the fused silica is approximately 62% at 156.1 nm. Consequently,
38% of the carbon emission is detected applying the differential measurement
technique of the diode system. This portion is not considered in the results of
the VUV spectrometer which are obtained from integrating the intensity over the
wavelength range lower or equal to 153 nm. This leads to results of the diode
system exceeding the values measured with the VUV spectrometer. In the in-
vestigated pressure range, the carbon emission is continuously increasing up to
a factor higher than 40 at 10Pa with respect to 1Pa. In this case, the carbon
emission accounts for 9% of the total emission arising in the filter interval. Addi-
tionally, the intensity distribution within the transmission edge of the fused silica
window highly differs from the one during the calibration of the diode system and
might amplify the described deviation.

A changing spectral distribution within the filter interval compared to the sit-
uation during the calibration might have a further effect on the diode system’s
results. In the hydrogen/oxygen mixture, the emissivity of the Lα line (122BP)
was underestimated by the diode system. At 1Pa and 700W generator power, a
deviation of 52% from the VUV spectrometer reference was detected (see figure
I.3 in the appendix). It might be traced back to the additional molecular emission
from the Werner band within the filter transmission range which was neglected
during the calibration process in pure hydrogen.

This observation underlines again that the qualitative spectral distribution of the
plasma emission and its deviation from the calibration spectrum are important
to be known.

Absorption effects in nitrogen/oxygen plasmas
In nitrogen/oxygen plasmas, the benchmark measurements in power and pressure
scans showed a good relative agreement of the diode system and the VUV spec-
trometer. However, a significant absolute deviation of the diode system around
a factor of 2 was observed for some emission ranges, e.g. the VUV range ("No
filter - Fused silica", see figure I.4 in the appendix). A rough estimation based on
Beer’s Law regarding the diagnostics’ different lines of sight, gave hints that this
effect might be traced back to absorption of radiation in air in the wavelength
range 38 - 160 nm [Sch40].

Summary
The benchmark of the diode system against the VUV and/or optical spectrometer
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was carefully analyzed for each filter combination and each gas composition.
For the performed power scans, the absolute agreement between the diode sys-
tem and the reference was better than ±30% for all gases with the following two
exceptions. The first was observed for the Lα line (measured with the 122BP
filter) in hydrogen mixtures with a relative deviation up to +168% in hydro-
gen/nitrogen and -52% in hydrogen/oxygen. As described above, these devia-
tions could be traced back to the spectral distribution within the specific filter
transmission compared to the situation during the calibration of the diode system.
The second exception occurs in nitrogen/oxygen for several investigated emission
ranges with a maximum deviation of 68% from the reference value which might
be assigned to absorption effects in the plasma.
In the pressure scans, the maximum deviation of +237% was obtained for the
Second positive system ("BK7 – 500LP") nitrogen which results from pressure
dependent vertical emission profiles in the plasma vessel in combination with
different viewing volumes of the diode system and the reference spectrometer.
For details, it is referred to the tables in the appendix (see tables H.1 - I.5).

The benchmark and the observed effects underline the importance of an appro-
priate knowledge about the emission characteristics of the investigated plasmas
(e.g. impurities), the wavelength dependent transmission of the applied filters
(e.g. broad transmission edges) as well as operating properties of the setup in
use (e.g. emission profiles). They are an essential prerequisite for reliable mea-
surements with the diode system. Following this, the diode system proofed to be
a valid measurement tool with an absolute measuring scale in the range of orders
of magnitude which allows an easy and flexible determination of absolute photon
fluxes down to the VUV range in various gases and gas mixtures.
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8 Transfer of the diode system

After its absolute calibration and the benchmark at PlanICE, the diode system
was transferred to three other plasma experiments.
The first transfer was made to the inhouse laboratory experiment ACCesS (Augs-
burg Comprehensive CESium Setup) where the geometry of the hydrogen plasmas
is very similar to PlanICE. Optical emission spectroscopy is available, however,
the VUV spectrometer cannot be applied there. The main purpose was to test
the flange-mounting of the diode system and to achieve stable measurements.
Example results obtained at ACCesS and presented in the following section will
be published in [FFBF22].
In the next step, the diode system was transferred to the double inductively cou-
pled plasma experiment PlasmaDecon at the Institute for Electrical Engineering
and Plasma Technology (AEPT, Ruhr-Universität Bochum). The setup is applied
for studies on sterilizing properties of plasmas, in particular, using argon mixtures
(e.g. Ar/H2, Ar/N2, Ar/O2) [FOA17]. Simultaneous measurements with another
portable VUV detector were performed [IMF+17].
In a last step, the diode system was applied to the ion source of the Batman
Upgrade test stand at the Max-Planck-Institut für Plasmaphysik (IPP, Garching)
[SFF+06,HFF+15,HFK+17] in order to perform the very first measurements on
photon fluxes in the VUV/UV range there. Some of the presented results can be
found already in [WBFF21] and will be published in [FFBF22].

8.1 Laboratory experiment ACCesS

The laboratory experiment ACCesS (Augsburg Comprehensive CESium Setup)
is engaged in research studies on low work function surfaces exposed to low
pressure hydrogen plasmas. A main research area is the investigation of the
effect on cesiated surfaces. For this purpose, the setup allows an in-situ ce-
siation of material samples und the direct determination of the work function
using photoelectric measurements [CFF20a, FF17]. Moreover, further low work
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function materials in contact with hydrogen plasmas have been recently investi-
gated [HFF+21,CFF20b,FCF18].
The work function might be influenced by plasma interaction, e.g. by atomic or
ionic particle fluxes onto the surface or by the impact of photons. In this respect,
the diode system provides information about incoming photon fluxes and might
allow insights into plasma-material interacting processes.
The plasma vessels of ACCesS and PlanICE are identical in construction. The
plasma generation also takes place via an inductive planar coil on top, however at
an RF frequency of 27.12MHz and a power up to 600W. The similar properties
of the setups allowed basic studies on the transferability of the diode system, e.g.
flange-mounting, RF noise, stability of measurements. At ACCesS, a substrate
of the investigated material can be mounted on a sample holder located close to
the center of the vessel. A detailed description of the experimental setup and
the extended diagnostic system can be found in the given references. A rough
bottom view sketch of the setup together with the attached diode system is shown
in figure 8.1. The viewing volume of the diode system depicted in blue was still
defined by the aperture in front of the diode system but might be affected by the
sample holder.

OES

Diode 

system

Sample 

holder

Figure 8.1: Viewing volume of the diode system and line of sight of the optical
emission spectrometer at ACCesS (bottom view).

The consequence on the effective volume of the diode system is difficult to as-
sess and was estimated by equation (4.4) together with "empirical corrections"
which are explained in the following. For this purpose, a comparison of the mea-
sured emission from the Lα line and the corresponding value simulated with the
CR model Yacora H was aimed. The atomic Lα was preferred since it can be
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Figure 8.2: Comparison of the measurement results in a hydrogen plasma at
10Pa at ACCesS (blue, generator power 450W) and PlanICE (grey, generator
power 700W). On the left side, the emission from the Lα (measured with 122BP),
the Lyman band (measured with 154BP), the Continuum (measured with 230BP)
and the Werner band including Lβ, Lγ, . . . (measured with "No filter – MgF2) was
determined with the diode system. The values at ACCesS include the correction
of the shadowing due to the sample holder (see text). On the right side, the
atomic density nH, the electron density ne and the electron temperature Te are
summarized.

completely detected by the diode system with the 122BP filter. This is not the
case regarding the molecular Lyman band, Werner band or the Continuum of
which the diode system only observes a limited range with the corresponding
filter combinations.

The emission from the molecular Fulcher band und the Balmer lines Hα, . . . , Hε

as well as the gas temperature were investigated with an absolutely calibrated
optical emission spectrometer. The electron temperature Te, the electron density
ne as well as the atomic hydrogen ground state density nH were determined by
the use of the collisional radiative models Yacora H and Yacora H2 [WF16]. The
molecular model was used with excitation rate coefficients by Miles [MTG72] and
the atomic model with escape factors from [Bri20] considering opacity effects.
Using the input parameters from the optical emission spectroscopy, the emissiv-
ity of the Lα line can be simulated with Yacora H. A comparison of the modeled
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Lα emission with the value obtained with the diode system is used to address
the question whether the sample holder partly obstructs the diode’s viewing vol-
ume. A comparison at 10Pa and 450W reveals a ratio of 0.51 of the measured
value with respect to the simulated Lα emission. As a consequence, the measure-
ments with the diode system at ACCesS will be corrected by a factor of 2 in the
following.
The emission of the Lα (measured with 122BP), the Lyman band (measured
with 154BP), the Continuum (measured with 230BP) and the Werner band in-
cluding Lβ, Lγ, . . . (measured with the filter combination "No filter – MgF2) was
determined with the diode system. Figure 8.2 shows the comparison of the cor-
responding emissivities at 10Pa obtained with the diode system both at ACCesS
(450W, blue) and PlanICE (700W, grey). It includes the emission from the Lα
line measured with the diode system for PlanICE and the corrected measured
value for ACCesS. The error bars correspond to the relative uncertainty of the
diode system. On the right side, the figure is supplemented with the plasma
parameters deduced from optical emission spectroscopy together with Yacora H
and Yacora H2. At both experiments, a similar emission in the investigated en-
ergy ranges was observed. Since the geometry of the plasma vessels is equal, this
corresponds directly to similar photon fluxes onto the vessel walls.
The comparison of the results at ACCesS and PlanICE demonstrates the appli-
cability and the first successful transfer of the diode system.

8.2 Low pressure sterilization PlasmaDecon

The diode system was applied to the double inductively coupled plasma exper-
iment PlasmaDecon. The experiment is located at the Institute for Electrical
Engineering and Plasma Technology (AEPT, Ruhr-Universität Bochum) and de-
scribed explicitly in [FOA17]. It is operated to investigate the sterilization effect
of various plasma mixtures on medical instruments. The cylindrical vessel (diam-
eter 40 cm, height 20 cm) is made of stainless steel and is equipped with two planar
coils at the top and bottom. The volume-to-surface ratio is 0.05 m. Low pressure
plasmas with an accessible range of 1Pa to 50Pa are driven at a frequency of
13.56MHz and RF powers up to 5 kW.
In addition to the diode system, another portable VUV detector designed at the
AEPT [IMF+17] has been applied. It converts incoming VUV/UV photons into
radiation with a wavelength between 350 nm and 550 nm by a sodium salicylate
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Diode system Plasma vessel (Ø 40 cm)  NaSal detector

Figure 8.3: Diode system and NaSal detector at PlasmaDecon. The sketch of
the experimental setup is taken from [FOA17].

(NaSal) layer. In the following, it is referred to as NaSal detector. The resulting
signal is measured either spectrally resolved by an absolutely calibrated broad-
band echelle spectrometer [BHAW07] or spectrally integrated by a photomulti-
plier tube. The absolute calibration of the NaSal detector is performed against an
absolutely intensity calibrated deuterium arc lamp. Together with an appropri-
ate filter combination, an absolute calibration factor for the NaSal detector in the
range 225 - 325 nm is obtained which is also applied for other emission ranges in
the VUV [IMF+17]. Additionally, the quantum efficiency of the specific sodium
salicylate layer and its wavelength dependency has to be taken into account. By
inserting several combinations of edge filters in front of the NaSal layer, differ-
ent wavelength intervals can be selected. For more details regarding the NaSal
detector, its absolute calibration procedure and the measurement technique, it is
referred to [IMF+17, IHM+19].

Figure 8.3 shows a cross section through the experimental setup taken from
[FOA17] and complemented by the two VUV diagnostic systems.

Due to the large dimensions of the plasma vessel, the diameter of the diode
system’s viewing cone on the opposite vessel wall ranges between 8 cm and 10 cm.
The ratio of the corresponding effective volumes was calculated to Veff,DICP

Veff,PlanICE
= 2.7.

At the DICP, argon discharges with different gas admixtures in the pressure range
3 - 10Pa were investigated at a fixed generator power of 500W with the diode
system and the NaSal detector simultaneously. The gas mixtures argon/nitrogen
(100:5), argon/oxygen (100:5) and argon/hydrogen/oxygen (100:4:2) were chosen
with the flow rates in sccm given in brackets.

The transfer of the diode system allowed a comparative study which requires a
similar wavelength range accessible with both diagnostics. Due to the applied fil-
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Figure 8.4: Emissivities of the VUV range in different argon mixtures measured
at PlasmaDecon in the pressure range 3 - 10Pa and a fixed generator power of
500W. The results obtained with the diode system ("No filter - Fused silica", leq
153 nm) are depicted in blue. The blue tubes correspond to the relative uncer-
tainty of ±60 %. For comparison, results with the NaSal detector in the wave-
length range below 150 nm are given in black with error bars of ±40% [Igl19]. The
lower limit is determined under the assumption of a constant quantum efficiency
of NaSal in the VUV range, the upper limit includes the wavelength dependendy
of the quantum efficiency accordingly to [MBVR07] (see figure 8.5).

ter sets, the VUV range appears to be suitable. The respective filter combination
"No filter – Fused silica" of the diode system corresponds to the wavelength range
lower or equal to 153 nm. The applied filter combination of the NaSal detector de-
tects the wavelength range lower or equal to 150 nm. Due to the mixture ratio of
the supply gases, the most dominant emission can be expected from the resonant
atomic argon lines at 104.8 nm and 106.7 nm. Admixtures of nitrogen, oxygen and
hydrogen produce additional radiation from atomic lines and molecular systems
as has been extensively described in section 6.

The emissivities measured in the argon mixtures at the PlasmaDecon are summa-
rized in figure 8.4. The results with the diode system are given in blue applying a
linear combination of the pure gas calibration factors taken from table 4.9 accord-
ing to the gas mixture. The relative uncertainty of the absolute emissivities is
depicted as tube and amounts to ±60%. The emissivities obtained by the NaSal
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Figure 8.5: Quantum efficiency of sodium salicylate taken from [MBVR07].
Below 120 nm the data points are linearly extrapolated. Moreover, dominant
emission ranges in the argon mixture within the filter interval below 150 nm are
indicated.

detector as well as the error bars of ±40% due to the calibration technique and
the measurement procedure were kindly provided by [Igl19]. They are depicted
in black.

The lower limit of the measured emissivity in figure 8.4 is obtained with the
assumption of a constant quantum efficiency of NaSal which is independent of
the wavelength. In contrast, the upper limit includes the wavelength dependency
of sodium salicylate below 200 nm according to the following approach: figure
8.5 presents the quantum efficiency of sodium salicylate in the wavelength range
of 120 - 240 nm taken from [MBVR07] as open dots. Additionally, the most
dominant emission wavelength ranges of the investigated argon mixtures in the
corresponding filter wavelength interval are indicated. Below 120 nm, a linear
extrapolation of the data points was performed. An average value of the quantum
efficiency in the gas specific most prominent emission range was obtained for each
gas mixture. Its ratio with respect to the averaged quantum efficiency in the
wavelength range 225 - 240 nm from figure 8.5 is then considered in the emissivity
calculation. The result can be considered as upper limit.

The pressure scans performed in the different argon mixtures and presented in
figure 8.4 reveal a minor pressure dependency of the emissivities in the investi-
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gated wavelength interval. The variation of the emissivities is below ± 15 % in
the pressure range of 3 - 10Pa for each mixture.
The exchange of the admixed gas has a small influence on the overall emissivity of
the VUV range. The argon/nitrogen as well as the argon/oxygen discharges pro-
duce emissivities in the range of (2.1−2.3) ·1021 m−3s−1. Slightly higher emissivi-
ties around 3.2 ·1021 m−3s−1 are detected in the argon/hydrogen/oxygen mixture.
The increase might be traced back to the Lyman series of atomic hydrogen and to
the molecular Werner and Lyman emission bands in the investigated wavelength
range. The corresponding photon fluxes are of the order of 1020 m−2s−1.
The results obtained with the NaSal detector represent 20% up to 70% of the
values from the diode system depending on the pressure and the gas mixture. A
detailed quantitative comparison requires a deepened insight into the basics of the
NaSal detector’s calibration procedure and underlying prerequisites concerning
the NaSal layer (e.g. homogeneity, degradation, impurities). The two diagnostics
agree well regarding the minor pressure dependency and the observed influence
of the hydrogen admixture on the emissivity in the VUV range.
The performed measurements demonstrate the transferability of the diode system
to a new plasma setup and underline the benefit regarding the direct VUV photon
detection as well as the gas and filter combination specific absolute calibration.

8.3 Ion source at Batman Upgrade

The diode system provided the very first measurements of VUV photon fluxes in
hydrogen plasmas at the ion source of the Batman Upgrade test stand at the Max-
Planck-Institut für Plasmaphysik (IPP, Garching) [SFF+06, HFF+15, HFK+17]
where fundamental research on neutral beam heating for future fusion power
plants is carried out. Figure 8.6 shows a vertical section through the setup.
Following the concept of the neutral beam injection (NBI) as a heating mechanism
of fusion plasmas, the ion source produces negative ions which are subsequently
accelerated and neutralized. The ion source is based on low pressure hydrogen
or deuterium plasmas generated in the driver which is equipped with a helical
coil (RF frequency of 1MHz, RF power up to 80 kW). The plasma expands into
the expansion chamber where the production of negative ions at the plasma grid
(PG) takes place. In-situ cesiation of the plasma grid establishs a surface with a
low work function to facilitate the surface conversion process. A magnetic filter
field is induced by a current through the plasma grid in order to reduce the
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Figure 8.6: Vertical section through the ion source at Batman Upgrade with the
driver and the expansion chamber. It is provided by [Eck19]. The diode system
has been applied at two different positions indicated with green arrows. The
first position is axially centered at the driver. In the second position, the diode
system is located in front of plasma grid with the viewing volume being parallely
orientated to the grid.

electron temperature and the electron density in front of the plasma grid and,
therefore, to prevent the produced negative ions from collisional destruction by
plasma particles. The ion source is equipped with a series of diagnostics (e.g.
optical emission spectroscopy, Langmuir probe) to monitor and characterize the
plasma in the driver as well as in the expansion chamber. The plasma parameters
in the expansion region are subject to a steep gradient from the exit of the driver
to the plasma grid. The region directly in front of the plasma grid, the so-called
extended boundary layer, plays an important role regarding the production of
negative ions. Moreover, a mutual interplay between the grid surface and the
plasma takes place with an influence on the source performance.

A low work function of the plasma grid material is required regarding the hy-
drogen ion generation. However, it additionally favours the production of pho-
toelectrons by impinging VUV/UV photons. These photoelectrons as well as
co-extrated electrons might have a crucial influence on the plasma sheath and
the plasma in front of the plasma grid. In this regard, a quantification of cor-
responding VUV/UV photon fluxes onto the plasma grid can give insight into
the relevance of the photoelectrons and might help to extend plasma simulation
models. Another point of interest is the possible effect of the VUV/UV photons
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on the cesium layer.

For both effects, the contributions arising from the driver plasma as well as from
the expansion chamber have to be considered. Due to its flexible applicability,
the diode system is particularly suitable for this purpose for which the device was
installed at two different positions at the setup — axially centered at the driver
and vertically aligned in front of and parallel to the plasma grid. The correspond-
ing effective volume of the position at the driver was calculated following section
4.2.3. Since the emissivity measured at this port is expected to be dominantly
produced by the driver plasma, the calculation of the effective volume is restricted
to the driver volume. In contrast, the position in front of the plasma grid ex-
hibits a more complex situation, especially since the bias plate, which is also
depicted in figure 8.6, cuts the viewing volume of the diode system. This geom-
etry exceeds the capability of the simple analytical approach which necessitates
the application of a ray tracing code [Hur19]. The results are Veff,Driver

Veff,PlanICE
= 0.94

and Veff,PG

Veff,PlanICE
= 3.2 for the driver port and the port in front of the plasma grid,

respectively.

For the driver, the volume-to-surface-ratio to derive photon fluxes from measured
emissivities takes into account only the dimensions of the driver vessel leading to a
value of 0.03m. Due to the aforementioned gradient across the expansion region,
the volume-to-surface ratio for the measurements close to the plasma grid does
not include the whole expansion chamber but is restricted to the section directly
in front of the plasma grid which is accessible with the diode system. Therefore,
a limited geometry is applied considering the height (59 cm) and width (32 cm)
of the expansion chamber while the maximum diameter of the diode system’s
viewing volume (≈ 5 cm) is taken as reduced length. This leads to a volume-to-
surface ratio of 0.02m which is used to calculate the photon flux onto the inner
walls of the ’reduced’ expansion chamber close to the plasma grid.

The investigations were carried out in hydrogen plasmas without cesiation. The
diode system was equipped with the filters 122BP and 154BP as well as with the
filter combination "No filter – MgF2" corresponding to the Lα line, the Lyman
band and the wavelength range lower or equal to 113 nm where the Werner band
and Lyman lines Lβ, Lγ, . . . are located. Standard conditions of the ion source are
referred to an operation pressure of 0.3Pa, a RF power of 40 kW and a current
of 1 kA through the plasma grid. According to [SWF18], this current roughly
corresponds to a magnetic field strength around 1.5mT at the center of the plasma
grid. If not otherwise stated, applied representative plasma parameters obtained
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Figure 8.7: Temporal characteristic of the Lα emission during a standard pulse
at Batman Upgrade recorded with diode system at the driver port. The plasma
phase of seven seconds and the evaluation interval of three seconds to the end of
the pulse for the analysis of the measurements are indicated.

from optical emission spectroscopy are taken from [Bri19].

The temporal characteristic of the Lα signal during a standard pulse at Batman
Upgrade recorded with the diode system at the driver port is exemplarily pre-
sented in figure 8.7. The driver plasma is ignited at the maximum of a temporary
increase of the pressure in the driver which arises from opening the gas feed valve
("gas puff"). Shortly after adjusting the operating pressure, the plasma emission
reaches a stable level. The duration of the overall plasma phase is set to seven
seconds. The last three seconds of this short-time pulse were used for analyz-
ing the measured diode system signals. The diode system perfectly reflects the
temporal dynamic of the pulse. For comparison with timetraces of the Balmer
lines and the emission from molecular hydrogen monitored by optical emission
spectroscopy at Batman Upgrade, it is referred to [HFK+17]. The diode system
is characterized by a low noise level as well as a high temporal resolution.

The measured emissivities under standard conditions are summarized in figure 8.8
both for the driver as well as the region in front of the plasma grid. The electron
temperature and the electron density are intended as representative values valid
for the standard pulse and have been obtained from optical emission spectroscopy
in combination with the collisional radiative model Yacora H [Bri19].
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Figure 8.8: Emissivities measured with the diode system at the driver port
(blank) and in front of the plasma grid (ruled) at Batman Upgrade. The given
eletron temperature Te and electron density ne are obtained from optical emission
spectroscopy. These results have been published in [WBFF21].

The driver plasma is characterized by a high electron temperature and high
electron density (Te = 9.8 eV, ne = 5 · 1017 m−3). It produces an emissivity of
3.3 · 1022 m−3s−1 linked to the energy range above 11.0 eV corresponding to the
Werner band and the Lyman series Lβ, Lγ . . . . It is followed by the Lyman band
with an emissivity of 2.5 · 1022 m−3s−1 while the atomic Lα line exhibits an emis-
sivity of 1.5·1022 m−3s−1. In contrast, the plasma in front of the plasma grid has a
significantly reduced electron temperature of Te = 2.9 eV and the electron density
is lower by one order of magnitude. As a consequence, this leads to emissivities of
4.6 ·1020 m−3s−1, 3.7 ·1020 m−3s−1 and 2.8 ·1020 m−3s−1 obtained for the respective
spectral ranges. Therefore, the emissivity in front of the plasma grid is decreased
by a factor in the range of 55 - 71 compared to the driver plasma.

The absolute emissivities of the molecular bands are in rough agreement within
40% with results from simulated molecular hydrogen spectra with Yacora H2

[Wün04,WF15] created on basis of the plasma parameters. The simulated values
are obtained by integrating the synthetic spectra in the corresponding wavelength
interval of the respective filter combination. In the case of photon energies above
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11.0 eV, it should be noted that the simulation is restricted to molecular emission
while the measured values also include atomic radiation from the Lyman series
in this energy range. Regarding the driver, the simulation of the Werner band
overestimates the measurement by a factor of 1.7 which slightly exceeds the un-
certainty range of the diode system. In contrast, the results of the Lyman band
agree well within ± 7%. A comparison of the results in front of the plasma grid
shows a good agreement within the error bars of the measurement for the Werner
band. However, the simulation of the Lyman band leads to an underestimation
with counting 39% of the measured emissivity.

The absolute emissivities given in figure 8.8 lead to photon fluxes onto the inner
side of the driver vessel and the expansion chamber, respectively. With these
results, the total photon flux onto the grid area ΓPG can be quantified. ΓPG

includes contributions from the expansions chamber as well as from the driver
plasma and is given by the ratio

ΓPG =
ṄPG

APG

. (8.1)

ṄPG denotes the photon rate in units of 1/s that reaches the plasma grid with an
area of APG = 0.4 m2.

Photons leaving the driver with the flux ΓDriver are emitted into the half-sphere,
i.e. into a solid angle of 2π with a spatial divergence into the expansion chamber.
As a consequence, the corresponding solid angle of the plasma grid is required for
the calculation of the respective contribution from the driver. The situation is
illustrated in figure 8.9 with the area AD of the driver exit, its radius R = 12.25 cm
and z0 = 29.0 cm being its distance to the plasma grid. The solid angle of the
plasma grid area with respect to an arbitrary position r = (r, ϕ, z = 0) on AD is
denoted as ΩPG(r, ϕ, z = 0) with

ΩPG(r, ϕ, z = 0) =
APGcos(θ)

r2 + z2
0

= APGz0

[
r2 + z2

0

]− 3
2 . (8.2)

θ describes the angle enclosed by the vector r and the normal of the plasma grid
area. With equation (8.2), the rate of the photons from the driver reaching the
plasma grid is given by
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Figure 8.9: Illumination of the solid angle ΩPG(r, ϕ, z = 0) of the plasma grid
with respect to one position in the driver exit area. It is required for the calcu-
lation of the photon flux onto the plasma grid arising from the driver plasma.
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[
−
(
R2 + z2

0

)− 1
2 +

1

z0

]
︸ ︷︷ ︸

:=f

= ΓDriver · f. (8.3)

The factor f is determined by the geometry of the setup and is calculated to f ≈
0.03m2. Dividing the expression (8.3) by the plasma grid area APG leads to the
photon flux onto the plasma grid produced by the driver plasma ΓPG,Driver. This
value has to be understood as an upper limit since reabsorption of photons from
the Lyman series travelling from the driver to the plasma grid might occur. The
sum of the photon fluxes measured in the expansion chamber directly in front of
the plasma grid and ΓPG,Driver gives the total photon flux ΓPG onto the plasma
grid.

The figures in the following section will present the resulting photon fluxes onto
the plasma grid in the investigated energy ranges for three different operating
conditions: the standard pulse, pulses with increased pressure (p = 0.6Pa) and
pulses without magnetic filter field (IPG = 0 kA). Blank bars refer to the photon
flux from the driver while ruled bars give the results of the measurements directly
in front of the plasma grid. Moreover, the sum of the measured photon fluxes is
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indicated.

Additionally, the positive ion and atomic hydrogen fluxes onto the plasma grid are
shown. The calculation is based on the assumption that the dominant contribu-
tion to the particle fluxes arises from the plasma in the expansion chamber close
to the plasma grid. The positive ion fluxes are calculated from averaged values of
the electron temperature and the positive ion density which were obtained from
Langmuir probe measurements in front of the plasma grid [SWF18]. An averaged
positive ion mass of 1.8 u is applied corresponding to the assumed ion constitu-
tion of 40% H+, 40% H+

2 and 20% H+
3 [SWF18]. The atomic hydrogen fluxes

are calculated from the gas temperature and the atomic hydrogen density which
were determined close to the plasma grid with optical emission spectroscopy. For
the sake of clarity the uncertainty ranges are neglected.

Detailed values of Te, ne and Tgas for pulses with increased pressure or without cur-
rent through the plasma grid obtained from OES measurements are summarized
in table 8.1 in comparison to the standard pulse [Bri19]. The atomic hydrogen
density nH in front of the plasma grid as well as the results from the Langmuir
probe measurements can be found in the corresponding figures 8.10, 8.11 and
8.12.

Figure 8.10 summarizes the obtained fluxes during the standard pulse. With a
flux of 7.3 · 1021 m−2s−1, atomic hydrogen produces the dominant flux onto the
plasma grid. The positive ion flux accounts to 3.7 ·1021 m−2s−1 and is comparable
to the total measured VUV photon flux of 2.1 · 1020 m−2s−1 which can include
photon energies up to 15 eV. The main contribution of roughly 90% arises from
the driver plasma. Regarding the spectral distribution, 44% of the total VUV
photon flux is assigned to the energy range above 11 eV (Werner band together
with Lyman lines Lβ, Lγ, . . . ), 22% is produced by the atomic Lα line at 10.2 eV
and 34% arises from the Lyman band in the range 8.4 - 6.6 eV.

Increasing the operating pressure to 0.6Pa leads to a slight decrease of the electron
temperature in the driver and an increase of the electron density as well as the
gas temperature. The same effects are imposed on the plasma in the expansion
chamber.

Resulting fluxes at an increased pressure of 0.6 Pa are shown in figure 8.11. Dou-
bling the operating pressure and a slightly increased gas temperature lead to an
almost doubled atomic density in the expansion chamber. As a consequence, the
atomic hydrogen flux is doubled to a value of 1.4 · 1022 m−2s−1. The total VUV
photon flux is increased by 60% to a value of 3.4 ·1020 m−2s−1 without significant
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Figure 8.10: Photon and particle fluxes onto the plasma grid for standard pulses
in Batman Upgrade (Pgen = 40 kW, p = 0.3Pa, IPG = 1 kA). Blank bars refer to
photon fluxes arising from the driver plasma while the ruled bars indicates the
contribution from the plasma in front of the plasma grid. The corresponding
electron temperature and positive ion density are obtained from Langmuir probe
measurements in front of the plasma grid [SWF18]. The atomic hydrogen flux
is determined with the gas temperature and atomic hydrogen density from OES
measurements in the expansion chamber [Bri19]. These results have been pub-
lished in [WBFF21].

Operating parameter Driver Expansion chamber
Pgen

[kW]
p

[Pa]
IPG

[kA]
Te

[eV]
ne

[1017 m−3]
Tgas

[K]
Te

[eV]
ne

[1017 m−3]
Tgas

[K]
40 0.3 1 9.8 5.0 643 2.9 0.47 655
40 0.6 1 9.2 10 790 2.3 0.88 772
40 0.3 0 10.2 5.7 639 6.5 0.65 648

Table 8.1: Plasma parameters measured in the driver and the expansion cham-
ber by optical emission spectroscopy [Bri19]. Please note that Te in the expansion
chamber might deviate from the results obtained from Langmuir probe measure-
ments [SWF18].
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Figure 8.11: Photon and particle fluxes onto plasma grid for increased pressure
of 0.6Pa. Details can be found in the caption of figure 8.10.

influence on the spectral composition. Moreover, the portions arising from the
driver and the plasma in front of the plasma grid stay roughly constant with 91%
and 9%, respectively. The positive ion flux is almost unaffected by the increased
pressure and accounts to 3.5 ·1020 m−2s−1. The total VUV photon flux equals the
positive ion flux.

Turning off the magnetic filter field (i.e. IPG = 0 kA) drastically increases the
electron temperature in the expansion chamber by more than a factor of 2, mea-
sured both with optical emission spectroscopy (see table 8.1) and Langmuir probe
measurements (see figure 8.12). Moreover, the atomic density is reduced by a fac-
tor of 2. The electron density rises by about 40% and the gas temperature is
unchanged in the expansion region. However, no significant effect on the plasma
parameters regarding the driver plasma can be observed.

Figure 8.12 exhibits the photon and particle fluxes measured without plasma
grid current. The results are discussed with respect to the standard pulse. The
atomic hydrogen flux of 3.8 · 1021 m−2s−1 is lower. This result roughly equals half
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Figure 8.12: Photon and particle fluxes onto the plasma grid for pulses without
magnetic filter field (IPG = 0 kA). Details can be found in the caption of figure
8.10.

of the value obtained during standard pulses which is directly connected to the
reduced atomic hydrogen density. The flux of the positive ions is determined to
be 4.8 · 1020 m−2s−1 which refers to an increase of 30% with respect to standard
conditions.
The total measured VUV photon flux is roughly doubled up to 4.0 · 1020 m−2s−1

which is comparable to the positive ion flux and, hence, is highly significant. The
increase can be traced back primarily to the higher electron temperature in the
expansion region in combination with the increased electron density.
While for the standard pulse the VUV photon flux is dominated by the driver
plasma, the distribution without magnetic filter field shifts to 44% assigned to
the driver plasma and 56% resulting from the plasma in front of the plasma
grid1. The absolute photon flux from the driver plasma is nearly unaffected with
1.9 · 1020 m−2s−1 during the standard pulse and 1.8 · 1020 m−2s−1 without any
current through the plasma grid.

1It should be noted that the vertical axis in the figures 8.10, 8.11 and 8.12 are each plotted
in a logarithmic scale.
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The spectral distribution of the VUV photon fluxes is slightly shifted towards
higher energies. The Werner band in combination with the Lyman series Lβ,
Lγ, . . . gives the main contribution of 57% while the atomic Lα line and the
Lyman band produce 15% and 28%, respectively.
The diode system enabled the very first measurements of absolute photon fluxes
at the ion source of Batman Upgrade and allowed a comparison with particle
fluxes onto the plasma grid. The results are in good agreement with the expected
influence of the corresponding plasma parameters on the emission. At the in-
vestigated operating parameters, the diode system showed that the investigated
photon flux onto the plasma grid is in the range of the positive ion flux and
impressively demonstrated the influence of the magnetic filter field. At standard
conditions, it could reveal that the main contribution of the VUV photon flux
onto the plasma grid arises from the driver plasma.
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9 Summary

Due to the high energy, VUV photons occuring during plasma treatment processes
potentially have a significant influence onto material. The impact depends both
on the energy range and on the absolute photon flux reaching the surface. Low
pressure plasmas can provide significant VUV photon fluxes from resonant ionic
and atomic transitions. Prominent examples are the resonant atomic argon lines
at 104.8 nm and 106.7 nm corresponding to photon energies of 11.6 eV and 11.8 eV,
respectively.

For optimizing the performance of a specific setup, an absolute and energy re-
solved quantification of photon fluxes down to the VUV range is of crucial im-
portance. The application of necessary VUV spectrometers is limited due to high
technical requirements such as high vacuum conditions and the challenges regard-
ing an absolute intensity calibration. In order to overcome these difficulties, this
work aimed at the development of a portable and flexible diagnostic tool which
allows the absolute quantification of VUV photon fluxes. The device is based on
a VUV silicon diode and a set of bandpass or edge filters to achieve some energy
resolution. Its unique feature compared to other VUV detectors is based on its
direct absolute calibration against an absolutely calibrated VUV spectrometer
which has been performed specifically for each filter and gas.

Applying an absolutely intensity calibrated optical spectrometer (Acton SP2750 )
and a VUV spectrometer (Model 225 by McPherson), absolute photon fluxes in
the range from 46 nm up to 933 nm were accessible at the laboratory experiment
PlanICE. The latter spectrometer can be equipped either with a solar-blind pho-
tomultiplier tube (PMT) or a windowless channel electron multiplier (CEM). Due
to the cut-on wavelength of the LiF2 window, the PMT cannot be used below
104.5 nm and the spectrometer is equipped with the CEM in this wavelength
range and below.

In this work, an in-house absolute intensity calibration of the VUV spectrometer
was performed in order to circumvent a calibration with synchrotron radiation.
The calibration extends the standard procedure which is restricted to a lower
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wavelength limit of 116 nm. A combination of secondary standard sources and
methods was applied: the relative calibration was performed with two deuterium
arc lamps, branching ratios of nitrogen plasma emission and a high current hollow
cathode. Using overlap regions between the standards, a continuous relative
calibration curve in the range 46 - 300 nm was achieved. An absolute scaling
factor was obtained by simultaneous measurements with the VUV spectrometer
and the absolutely intensity calibrated optical emission spectrometer at a helium
discharge in PlanICE.

The resulting over-all inverse sensitivity of the VUV spectrometer obtained by
the combination of PMT and CEM covers roughly three orders of magnitude.
The calibration curves for both detectors peak around 120 nm with a peak value
of 2 · 1025 (sm2nmV)−1 which could be assigned to a contamination of the applied
diffraction grating.

The spectroscopic system at PlanICE allowed to identify gas specific wavelength
ranges with relevant photon flux emission in order to select gas-specific filters sets
for the diode system. The pure gases argon, hydrogen, nitrogen and oxygen as
well as nitrogen/hydrogen (50:50), hydrogen/oxygen (85:15) and nitrogen/oxygen
(80:20) mixtures were investigated. The relevance of the emission ranges regard-
ing the fluxes was estimated with respect to the corresponding photon energy and
the photon-to-ion flux ratio, respectively. Exemplarily, the photon flux from the
resonant atomic lines at 104.8 nm and 106.7 nm in pure argon discharges below
3.5Pa was identified as highly relevant due to its high energy around 12 eV and a
photon-to-ion-flux ratio up to 0.72 at 1Pa. This value corresponds to an absolute
photon flux in the range of (2− 3) · 1020 m−2s−1.

Based on these results, detailed lookup tables were provided which give an overview
of relevant emission features in the investigated gases and mixtures and indicate
appropriate filters and filter combinations with the corresponding filter intervals.

A crucial aspect regarding the diode concerns its performance behaviour and
possible degradation effects due to VUV radiation. They were extensively char-
acterized and a measurement procedure with a 30 second measurement interval
was developed in which the diode system’s output signal is averaged in the sec-
ond 15 seconds. The reproducibility of the diode system was confirmed with
measurements at a reference hydrogen discharge. No significant degradation was
observed during the investigation period of roughly two years.

The diode system’s direct absolute calibration against the VUV spectrometer
represents an unique feature in which the diode system differs from other VUV
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in-situ diagnostic tools. The calibration was achieved by simultaneous measure-
ments together with the VUV spectrometer and/or the high resolution optical
emission spectrometer. Calibration factors were obtained individually for each
filter combination and each pure gas. The values comprise roughly three order
of magnitude and are in the range of (0.1− 160) · 1022 m−3s−1V−1. For gas mix-
tures, linear combinations according to the gas composition were used. In the
case of additional emission ranges (e.g. OH band), a specific calibration of the
corresponding filter combination was carried out.

At PlanICE, extensive power and pressure scans were performed with the diode
system in argon, hydrogen, nitrogen and oxygen as well as mixtures thereof.
Due to the geometry of the setup, the plasmas show a cylindrical symmetry.
However, pressure dependent vertical emission profiles were observed in molecular
discharges. Depending on the gas (mixture), the operating pressure was in the
range of 0.3 - 10Pa with a generator power being varied from 200W (in argon) to
1100W in hydrogen. A electron temperature of several eV were measured. The
electron density was in the order of (1016−1017) m−3 in molecular discharges and
reached values of several 1018 m−3 in argon. During the benchmark measurements,
the VUV and/or optical emission spectrometer at rotation-symmetric lines of
sight were applied as a reference. The diagnostics’ viewing cones or cylinders
differ with regarding their spatial expansion across the plasma vessel.

The benchmark measurements showed a good overall agreement between the
results from the diode system and the reference spectrometer. The maximum
deviation of +237 % was detected for the Second positive system in pure nitro-
gen which could be assigned to the the pressure dependent influence of spatial
inhomogeneities in PlanICE. Further possible effects on the diode measurement
could be identified which might also occur in various degrees at the diode system’s
plasma setup in use.

The transfer to three different setups demonstrated impressively the flexible and
reliable applicability of the diode system. The inhouse ICP laboratory experiment
ACCesS investigates the influence of hydrogen plasmas on caesiated surfaces. At
an operating pressure of 10Pa and an input power of 450W, ACCesS produces
emissivities around 2 · 1021 m−3s−1 both in the energy range of the Lyman band
and of the Werner band including the Lyman series. The emissivity of the Lα was
determined to a value of 1.4 · 1021 m−3s−1. It could be shown that a comparison
with results at PlanICE at 10Pa and 700W is in good agreement with the plasma
parameters obtained by optical emission spectroscopy together with collisional
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radiative models.
The diode system’s applicability was further demonstrated at the double ICP
experiment PlasmaDecon at the Institute for Electrical Engineering and Plasma
Technology at RUB. It is used for investigations on sterilizing properties of dif-
ferent plasmas. The photon fluxes in the VUV range corresponding to the wave-
length range lower or equal to 153 nm arising in argon plasmas with a nitrogen
admixture (100:5), an oxygen admixture (100:5) and a hydrogen/oxygen admix-
ture (100:4:2), respectively, were determined to be in the range of 1020 m−2s−1.
The maximum value could be observed in the argon/hydrogen/oxygen plasma
due to the atomic hydrogen Lyman series and the molecular hydrogen Werner
and Lyman bands. The measurements showed a minor pressure dependency in
the investigated range of 3 - 10Pa for each gas. This was confirmed by another
portable VUV detector based on the consersion of VUV radiation by a sodium
salicylate layer.
Finally, the diode system was successfully applied at the ion source of the Batman
Upgrade test stand at the Max-Planck-Institut für Plasmaphysik (IPP, Garching)
in order to determine ocurring VUV photon fluxes for the very first time. Studies
at Batman Upgrade concern the impact of VUV photon fluxes onto the cesiated
surface of the plasma grid and on the production of photoelectrons. Emissivities
of the plasmas in the driver and in front of the plasma grid were derived for
standard conditions (0.3Pa, 40 kW, plasma grid current IPG = 1 kA). For the
driver plasma, the energy intervals assigned to the Werner band including the
Lyman series, the Lα line and the Lyman band, respectively, produce emissivities
around 1022 m−3s−1 each. In comparison, the emissivities in front of the plasma
grid are reduced by a factor of 55 - 71. The total VUV photon flux onto the
plasma grid in the energy range above 6.6 eV amounts to 2.1 · 1020m−2s−1 with a
90% contribution from the driver plasma. Rising the pressure to 0.6Pa in the ion
source led to an increase of the VUV photon flux by 60%. The ratio arising from
the driver plasma stayed unchanged. Without magnetic filter field (IPG = 0A),
the total VUV photon flux roughly doubled with respect to the standard pulse.
The contribution by the driver plasma was significantly reduced to 44%. During
the parameter variation, the total absolute VUV photon fluxes onto the plasma
grid were comparable to the corresponding positive ion fluxes.
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Appendix

A Energy diagrams of atomic nitrogen and oxygen

In the following, energy diagrams of atomic nitrogen and oxygen which were
mentioned in section 2.2.1 are presented. They indicate the wavelength of sev-
eral emission lines in Angström, e.g. the atomic oxygen line at 844.6 nm or the
atomic nitrogen line at 174.3 nm. Measured emissivities of these lines were used
to determine the atomic ground state density by a corona model described in
section 5.1.3. One hat to note that the states’ spectroscopic notation in the fol-
lowing energy schemes may differ from equation (2.16) and is given by 2S+1Z

while the electrons’ configuration nlN is given additionally. N refers the number
of electrons in the atomic orbital corresponding to the quantum numbers n and
l.
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Figure A.1: Energy levels of atomic oxygen [SSC+85]. The wavelengths of sev-
eral emission lines are given in Angström. The emissivity of the line at 844.6 nm
(red box) is obtained by optical emission spectroscopy and it is used for the
determination of the atomic ground state density described in section 5.1.3.
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Figure A.2: Energy levels of atomic nitrogen [FSLM82]. The wavelengths of sev-
eral emission lines are given in Angström. The emissivity of the line at 174.3 nm
(red box) is obtained by optical emission spectroscopy and it is used for the
determination of the atomic ground state density described in section 5.1.3.
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B Potential energy curves of molecular nitrogen

and oxygen

In the following, potential energy curves of neutral molecular nitrogen and oxygen
as well as their corresponding singly charged ions which were mentioned on section
2.2.2 are given. The diagrams are taken from [Gil65].

  

Figure B.1: Potential curves of molecular nitrogen and its ions [Gil65].
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Figure B.2: Potential curves of molecular oxygen and its ions [Gil65].
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C Details on the calibration procedure of VUV

spectrometer

The following section gives further details on the absolute calibration procedure
of the VUV spectrometer which was described in section 4.1.2. The presented
tables have been already published in [FBFBF21].

C.1 Overview of the applied standard sources and

techniques

The tables C.1 and C.2 present the calibration standards applied for the cal-
ibration of the VUV spectrometer equipped with the PMT and the CEM, re-
spectively. Moreover, it includes the accessible wavelength region given by the
standard source or method including overlap ranges and the range eventually
feeding the calibration curve.

C.2 Overview of the relative uncertainty of the intensity

calibration

The following tables C.3 and C.4 have been published in [FBFBF21] where also
a detailed discussion can be found. The tables summarize the total wavelength-
dependent relative uncertainties of the VUV spectrometer’s relative and absolute
intensity calibration with the PMT and the CEM, respectively. The values are
calculated based on a Gaussian error propagation. No additional contribution
arising from the fit functions is assumed.
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Standard
source

Accessible wave-
length range

Considered wave-
length range Figure 4.1 (a)

High current
hollow cathode
(HCHC) 104.8 - 123.6 nm 104.8 - 106.7 nm orange squares

Xe, N2 and O2

discharges 107.4 - 120.1 nm 107.4 - 116.5 nm blue squares

Deuterium
arc lamp II 116.0 - 400.0 nm 116.5 - 169.5 nm black squares

Branching ratios
in nitrogen 116.4 - 210.0 nm 169.5 - 198.2 nm green squares

Deuterium
arc lamp I 190.0 - 400.0 nm 198.2 - 300.0 nm grey line

200.0 - 300.0 nm
(with quartz filter) black line

He discharge 269.6 - 294.5 nm black/gray stars
Table C.1: Standard sources applied during the intensity calibration of the VUV
spectrometer equipped with the PMT. They include two deuterium arc lamps and
branching ratios of a nitrogen discharge leading to a relative calibration. The si-
multaneous observation of the helium lines with the VUV and optical spectrom-
eter allows an absolute scaling. Provided that the CEM is absolutely intensity
calibrated below 116.5 nm, the investigations at the high current hollow cathode
(HCHC) and xenon, nitrogen and oxygen discharges performed with both detects
result in absolute calibration factors. The table has been published in [FBFBF21].

Standard
source

Accessible wave-
length range

Considered wave-
length range Figure 4.1 (b)

High current
hollow cathode
(HCHC) 46.1 - 123.6 nm 46.1 - 116.5 nm orange squares

Deuterium
arc lamp II 116.0 - 400.0 nm 116.5 - 160.0 nm black squares

Table C.2: Standard sources applied during the intensity calibration of the VUV
spectrometer equipped with the CEM. Furthermore, the absolute calibration pro-
cedure is based on the PMT’s absolute calibration above 140 nm. The table has
been published in [FBFBF21].
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Wavelength
range (PMT)

Quartz
filter

Relative uncertainty of
relative

calibration
absolute

calibration

104.8 - 107.4 nm w/o 20% 63%
107.4 - 116.5 nm w/o 18% 63%
116.5 - 120.4 nm w/o 7% 17%
120.4 - 122.8 nm w/o 18% 24%
122.8 - 169.5 nm w/o 7% 17%
169.5 - 198.4 nm w/o 20% 25%
198.4 - 200.0 nm w/o 14% 21%
200.0 - 240.0 nm w/ 14% 22%
240.0 - 300.0 nm w/ 13% 22%

Table C.3: Wavelength-dependent relative uncertainty regarding the relative
and absolute intensity calibration of VUV spectrometer equipped with the PMT
(without and with quartz filter in line of sight). The table has been published
in [FBFBF21].

Wavelength
range (CEM)

Relative uncertainty of
relative

calibration
absolute

calibration

< 116.5 nm 20% 60%
116.5 - 120.4 nm 7% 27%
120.4 - 122.8 nm 18% 31%
122.8 - 160.0 nm 7% 27%

Table C.4:Wavelength-dependent relative uncertainty regarding the relative and
absolute intensity calibration of VUV spectrometer equipped with CEM (without
quartz filter in line of sight). The table has been published in [FBFBF21].
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D Applied filter set

D.1 Transmission curves

In this section, the measured wavelength dependent transmission curves of the
diode system’s filter set (see section 4.2.1) are presented. The applied radiation
source for the transmission measurement is stated. The filter interval which
is defined by a transmission of greater or equal to 5 % is indicated with the
corresponding threshold wavelength. For the 337BP, this definition could not be
applied since the peak transmission is below 5%. In this case, the filter interval
was defined by the zero crossing of the transmission curve.
Figure D.1 contains the band pass filters and gives the corresponding peak trans-
mission and full width half maximum (FWHM). Regarding the 122BP filter, the
figure shows the manufacturer’s data since the transmission could not be mea-
sured due to the lack of an appropriate radiation source. However, the filter’s peak
transmission of 6.3% could be determined using a hydrogen discharge at Plan-
ICE. Therefore, figure D.1 additionally displays the manufacturer’s data scaled
to this measured value.
The long pass filters are summarized in figure D.2 together with the cut-on wave-
length.
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Figure D.1:Wavelength dependent transmission curves of the band pass filters of
the diode system. The threshold wavelengths of the corresponding filter intervals
with a transmission of greater or equal to 5 % are given in red. For 122BP filter,
the manufacturer’s data and scaled values of them are shown. For the 337BP,
the filter interval is defined by the zero crossing of the transmission curve (green
values).
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Figure D.2: Wavelength dependent ransmission curves of the long pass filters of
the diode system. The cut-on wavelength of the filter interval (i.e. a transmission
of greater or equal to 5 %) is given in red.
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D.2 Pictures of the 122BP and 154BP filter

The following pictures indicate slight surface modifications within the illuminated
area which were observed during investigations regarding a possible degradation
(see section 4.2.5).

(b) (a) 

Reflection from

ceiling light
Bearing area

in filter wheel

Photon 

illumination area

with surface

modifcations

Bearing area

in filter wheel

Reflection from

ceiling light

Figure D.3: Pictures of the 122BP filter (a) and the 154BP filter (b). The
white stripes results from reflections of the ceiling light and are not related to
degradation effects. The area of photon illumination is indicated in red. Both
indicate similar material modifications (e.g. opaque haze, scattered dim, dust
beneath the surface) as the 230BP filter after 6000 seconds total illumination
which is discussed in section 4.2.5.
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E Vertical emission profiles at PlanICE

The presented vertical emission profiles were taken with the optical survey spec-
trometer in order to check for the vertical emission homogeneity of hydrogen and
argon plasmas. Homogeneous plasma emission is crucial for the calibration of
the diode system (see section 4.2.4) and deviations from the homogeneity at high
pressures might influence benchmark measurements (see section 7).
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Figure E.1: Pressure dependent vertical emission profile in hydrogen at a gen-
erator power of 700W. The upper part shows a spectrum at 1Pa taken with the
optical survey spectrometer. The wavelength range 600 - 640 nm is indicated
corresponding to the emission range of the Fulcher transition. The integrated
emissivities are displayed in the lower part with a normalization at the vessel
center. In addition a power variation to 900W is shown.
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Figure E.2: Pressure dependent vertical emission profile in argon at a generator
power of 300W. The upper part shows a spectrum at 1Pa taken with the optical
survey spectrometer. The exemplar wavelength range 650 - 900 nm is indicated
whose integrated emissivities are displayed in the lower part with a normalization
at the vessel center.
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F PlanICE : Plasma parameters, photon and

particle fluxes

In the following, the plasma parameters electron temperature, the electron den-
sity, the gas temperature as well as the ion species distribution in the investigated
discharges are compiled for the power and pressure scans. For each gas, they are
shown in the first figure with Tgas in the upper part. If not otherwise stated, error
bars of ±50K are not indicated. Te (red) as well as ne (open, black) are given in
the lower part. The two latter parameters were derived in the vessel center. For
calculating the ion distribution which is shown as vertical bars, the average over
the radial profile of the electron density was used.
Based on these results, the corresponding particle fluxes are calculated which
can be also found in this section for the power scan. Additionally, the photon
fluxes from the most prominent emission ranges are depicted. In section 6, the
corresponding results for pressure scans are presented.

F.1 Argon

In argon, the ion distribution has not been measured with the mass spectrometer.
The natural istopic distribution is applied. With the diagnostic setup available
at the experiment PlanICE, the gas temperature cannot be assessed. Therefore,
a value of 700K has been used for the calculation of the neutral particle flux.
The uncertainty of ±300K is not shown.
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Figure F.1: Plasma parameters determined in argon. The gas temperature
could not be measured with the diagnostic system and is assumed to be 700K.
The natural isotopic ratio is assumed for the dominant ion species and is not
additionally shown.
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Figure F.2: Particle and photon fluxes determined in argon during the power
scan at 1Pa.
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F.2 Hydrogen
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Figure F.3: Plasma parameters and dominant ion species determined in hydro-
gen.
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Figure F.4: Particle and photon fluxes determined in hydrogen in power scan
at 1Pa.



F. PlanICE: Plasma parameters, photon and particle fluxes 181

F.3 Nitrogen
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Figure F.5: Plasma parameters and dominant ion species determined in nitro-
gen.
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Figure F.6: Particle and photon fluxes determined in nitrogen in the power scan
at 1Pa.
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F.4 Oxygen
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Figure F.7: Plasma parameters and dominant ion species determined in oxygen.
The gas temperature could not be measured with the diagnostic system and is
assumed to be 600K.
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Figure F.8: Photon and particle fluxes determined in oxygen in the power scan
at 1Pa.
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F.5 Nitrogen/hydrogen (50:50)
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Figure F.9: Plasma parameters and dominant ion species determined in the
nitrogen/hydrogen mixture (50:50).
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Figure F.10: Particle and photon fluxes determined in the nitrogen/hydrogen
mixture (50:50) in the power scan at 1Pa.



184 Appendix

F.6 Hydrogen/oxygen (85:15)
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Figure F.11: Plasma parameters and dominant ion species determined in the
hydrogen/oxygen mixture (85:15).
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Figure F.12: Particle and photon fluxes determined in the hydrogen/oxygen
mixture (85:15) in the power scan at 1Pa.
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F.7 Nitrogen/oxygen
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Figure F.13: Plasma parameters and dominant ion species determined in the
nitrogen/oxygen mixture (80:20).
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Figure F.14: Particle and photon fluxes determined in the nitrogen/oxygen
mixture (80:20) in the power scan at 1Pa.
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G Cross sections for the 844.6 nm atomic oxygen

line

The presented cross sections were used to calculate corresponding emission rate
coefficients for the atomic oxygen line at 844.6 nm. As described in section 5.1.3,
they were applied in a corona model in order to derive the neutral atomic oxygen
density from optical emission spectroscopy.
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Figure G.1: Excitation cross section of the 3p 3P state in atomic oxygen. This
state serves as upper level of the emission line at 844.6 nm. The presented values
are calculated by [TH88] and are digitized from [II90].
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Figure G.2: Emission cross sections of the 844.6 nm line digitized from [SSC+85].
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H Benchmark of diode system in pure gases

In this section, the results of the benchmark of the diode system which is de-
scribed in chapter 7 are presented for pure gases. A selection of the results
obtained in argon and hydrogen will be published in [FFBF22]. Corresponding
calibration factors for the diode system are taken from table 4.9. For each gas
and filter combination, the absolute emissivities measured during the power and
pressure scans with the diode system and the reference are displayed. The latter
is represented either by the VUV spectrometer, by the high resolution optical
spectrometer or a combination of both spectrometer depending on the particular
emission range. Throughout the entire section, the formatting of the results is as
follows: Full symbols indicate the diode system while open symbols correspond
to the reference. A tube assigning ± 25% around the reference is added to give
an impression about the agreement of the diode system with the reference. More-
over, comments on the benchmark are given in tabular form including effects that
are identified to be considered for the comparison between the diagnostics. The
letters in the first column refer to the corresponding part of the figure and the
emission range stated there.

H.1 Argon

In argon, the calibration of the diode system was performed at 1Pa with 300W
and 400W generator power, respectively.
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Figure H.1: Benchmark of the diode system in argon at PlanICE (power scan:
1Pa, pressure scan: 300W).
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Table H.1: Comments on the benchmark of the diode system in argon for (a)
the VUV range, (b) the UV range, (c) atomic and ionic lines.

# Power scan (@1Pa) Pressure scan (@300W)

(a) Absolute agreement
within ±5%

For ≤1Pa absolute agreement within ±1%,
for >1Pa increasing deviation with pressure
up to 234% at 10Pa
Effect: Pressure dependent emission from
carbon multiplet in transmission edge of
fused silica filter

(b) Absolute agreement
within ±12%

Absolute agreement within 6% for 1Pa and
3Pa; for 0.5 Pa and pressure above 3Pa de-
viation up to 46% with increasing pressure
wheareas diode system below VUV spec-
trometer
Effect: Variation of intensity distribution in
transmission edge of fused silica filter due to
pressure dependent impurities (e.g. carbon
multiplet, nitrogen bands)

(c) Absolute agreement
within ±6%

Absolute agreement within ±18% for ≤3Pa,
increasing deviation with pressure above 3Pa
up to 64%
Effect: Broad transmission edge of MgF2 in
combination with pressure dependent emis-
sion from carbon multiplet and nitrogen
bands
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H.2 Hydrogen

The calibration of the diode system in pure hydrogen was performed at 1Pa with
900W and 1100W generator power, respectively.
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Figure H.2: Benchmark of the diode system in hydrogen at PlanICE (power
scan: 1Pa, pressure scan: 700W).
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Table H.2: Comments on the benchmark of the diode system in hydrogen for
(a) the VUV range, (b) the UV range, (c) Lα, (d) Lyman band, (e) Continuum,
(f) Werner band with Lβ, Lγ, . . . .

# Power scan (@1Pa) Pressure scan (@700W)

(a) Absolute agreement
within ±10%

Absolute agreement within ±14%; no influ-
ence of vertial emission profile observed

(b) Absolute agreement
within ±8%

For ≤5Pa absolute agreement within ±21%,
increasing deviation with pressure up to 37%
at 10Pa
Effect: Vertical emission profile

(c) Absolute agreement
within ±27%

For ≤5Pa absolute agreement within ±18%,
increasing deviation with pressureup to 59%
at 10Pa
Effect: Pressure dependent intensity distri-
bution of Lα and molecular hydrogen band
within FWHM of filter transmission (taken
from manufacturer), additionally vertical
emission profile

(d) Absolute agreement
within ±4%

Absolute agreement within ±26%

(e) Absolute agreement
within ±19%

Absolute agreement within ±19%

(f) Absolute agreement
within ±5%

Absolute agreement within ±20%
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H.3 Nitrogen

The calibration in pure nitrogen was performed at 1Pa with 400W and 600W
generator power, respectively.
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Figure H.3: Benchmark of the diode system with power and pressure scans
in pure nitrogen at PlanICE (power scan: 1Pa, pressure scan: 400W). "LBH"
corresponds to the Lyman-Birge-Hopfield system of N2 and "SPS" refers to the
Second positive system of N2.
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Table H.3: Comments on the benchmark of the diode system in pure nitrogen for
(a) the VUV range, (b) the UV range, (c) N lines, part of Lyman-Birge-Hopfield
system of N2, (d) N lines, (e) Lyman-Birge-Hopfield system of N2, (f) Second
positive system of N2.

# Power scan (@1Pa) Pressure scan (@400W)

(a) Absolute agreement
within ±6%

For ≤1Pa absolute agreement within ±4%,
increasing deviation with pressure up to
155% at 10Pa
Effect: Vertical emission profile

(b) Absolute agreement
within ±3%

For ≤1Pa absolute agreement within ±7%,
increasing deviation with pressure up to
214% at 10Pa
Effect: Vertical emission profile

(c) Absolute agreement
within ±2%

Absolute agreement within ±30% whereas
deviation is increasing with pressure
Effect: Vertical emission profile

(d) Absolute agreement
within ±2%

For ≤1Pa absolute agreement within ±10%,
increasing deviation with pressure up to
185% at 10Pa
Effect: Vertical emission profile, additional
pressure dependent spectral emission ranges
above 113 nm due to broad transmission edge
of MgF2

(e) Absolute agreement
within ±20%

For ≤1Pa absolute agreement within ±12%,
increasing deviation with pressure with max-
imum of 96% at 7Pa
Effect: Vertical emission profile, possibly con-
curring influence of transmission edges of the
applied filters

(f) Absolute agreement
within ±1%

For ≤1Pa absolute agreement within ±10%,
increasing deviation with pressure up to
237% at 10Pa
Effect: Vertical emission profile
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H.4 Oxygen

The calibration of the diode system in oxygen was performed at 1Pa with 500W
and 600W generator power, respectively.
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Figure H.4: Benchmark of the diode system at PlanICE (power scan: 1Pa,
pressure scans: 600W)

Table H.4: Comments on the benchmark of the diode system in pure oxygen for
(a) the VUV range, O & O+ lines (b) the UV range.

# Power scan (@1Pa) Pressure scan (@600W)

(a) Absolute agreement
within ±7%

For ≥1Pa absolute agreement within ±8%,
at 0.3Pa deviation of 30%
Effect: Possible occurence of ionic oxygen
lines below 46 nm and limited sensitivity of
VUV spectrometer in this range

(b) Absolute agreement
within ±6%

Absolute agreement within ±25%



194 Appendix

I Benchmark of diode system in gas mixtures

In the following, the results obtained from the benchmark of the diode system
which is discussed in chapter 7 in gas mixtures are presented. A selection of
the results obtained in nitrogen/oxygen (80:20) will be published in [FFBF22].
In addition to the pure gases, also emission ranges of composed molecules are
investigated with corresponding filter combinations. The formatting of the figures
and tables is adopted from the previous section. For the calibration factors in
pure gases, it is referred to table 4.9. Calibration factors for the NH band, the
OH band and the NO band are taken from table 4.10.

I.1 Nitrogen/hydrogen (50:50)

The NH band (with the 337BP) was directly calibrated at the nitrogen/hydrogen
mixture at 1Pa with 500W and 700W, respectively.
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Figure I.1: Benchmark of the diode system in nitrogen/hydrogen mixture (50:50)
at PlanICE (power scan: 1Pa, pressure scan: 500W). "LBH" refers to the
Lyman-Birge-Hopfield system of N2.
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Figure I.2: Benchmark of the diode system in nitrogen/hydrogen mixture (50:50)
at PlanICE (power scan: 1Pa, pressure scan: 500W). "LBH" refers to the
Lyman-Birge-Hopfield system of N2, "SPS" corresponds to the Second positive
system of N2.
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Table I.1: Comments on the benchmark of the diode system in nitro-
gen/hydrogen (50:50) for (a) the VUV range, O & O+ lines (b) the UV range, (c)
Lα, (d) H2 Lyman band, (e) H2 Continuum, (f) NH band, (g) H2 Werner series,
Lβ, Lγ, . . . , part of Lyman-Birge-Hopfield system, N lines (h) N2, H2, N & H
lines.

# Power scan (@1Pa) Pressure scan (@500W)

(a) Absolute agreement
within ±17%

For ≤1Pa absolute agreement within ±17%, in-
creasing deviation with pressure up to 42% at
10Pa Effect: Vertical emission profile

(b) Absolute agreement
within ±24%

For ≤1Pa absolute agreement within ±11%, in-
creasing deviation with pressure up to 84% at
10Pa Effect: Vertical emission profile

(c) Absolute deviation
between +128% and
+178%

Deviation between 64% at 5Pa and 212% at
0.3Pa

Effect: Deviating intensity distribution within FWHM of filter transmis-
sion (taken from manufacturer) regarding Lα, the molecular Werner band
and additional atomic nitrogen triplet at 120.0 nm compared to calibra-
tion in hydrogen

(d) Absolute agreement
within ±4%

Absolute agreement within ±8%

(e) Absolute agreement
within ±17%

For ≤1Pa absolute agreement within ±17%, for
>1Pa deviation up to 42%

(f) Absolute agreement
within ±15%

Absolute agreement within ±30%

(g) Absolute agreement
within ±7%

For ≤1Pa absolute agreement within ±8%, in-
creasing deviation with pressure up to 74% at
10Pa
Effect: Vertical emission profile, additional pres-
sure dependent emission above 113 nm due to
broad transmission edge of MgF2

(h) Absolute agreement
within ±12%

For ≤1Pa absolute agreement within ±12%, in-
creasing deviation with pressure up to 53% at
10Pa Effect: Vertical emission profile
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Table I.2: Comments on the benchmark of the diode system in nitro-
gen/hydrogen (50:50) for (i) N2, H2, N & H lines (above 113 nm), (j) Second
positive system.

# Power scan (@1Pa) Pressure scan (@500W)

(i) Absolute agreement
within ±23%

For ≤1Pa absolute agreement within ±23%, in-
creasing deviation with pressure up to 63% at
10Pa Effect: Vertical emission profile

(j) Absolute agreement
within ±4%

For ≤3Pa absolute agreement within ±19%, in-
creasing deviation with pressure up to 81% at
10Pa Effect: Vertical emission profile
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I.2 Hydrogen/oxygen (85:15)

The calbration of the OH band (with the 313BP filter) was directly calibrated at
the hydrogen/oxygen mixture at 1Pa with 900W and 1100W, respectively.
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Figure I.3: Benchmark of the diode system in hydrogen/oxygen mixture (85:15)
at PlanICE (power scan: 1Pa, pressure scan: 700W).
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Table I.3: Comments on the benchmark of the diode system in hydrogen/oxygen
(85:15) for (a) the VUV range, O & O+ lines (b) the UV range, (c) Lα, (d) H2

Lyman band, (e) H2 Continuum, (f) OH band, (g) H2 Werner series, Lβ, Lγ, . . . ,
O & O+ lines.

# Power scan (@1Pa) Pressure scan (@700W)

(a) Absolute agreement
within ±7%

Absolute agreement within ±18%

(b) Absolute agreement
within ±11%

Absolute agreement within ±11%

(c) Absolute deviation be-
tween -26% and -52%

Absolute agreement within -40% whereas de-
viation is decreasing with increasing pressure
Effect: Vertical emission profile

Effect: Deviating intensity distribution within FWHM of filter transmis-
sion (taken from manufacturer) regarding Lα, the molecular Werner band
and the atomic oxygen line at 115.2 nm compared to calibration in hy-
drogen

(d) Absolute agreement
within ±5%

Absolute agreement within ±21%

(e) Absolute agreement
within ±7%

Absolute agreement within ±24%

(f) Absolute agreement
within ±4%

For ≤5Pa absolute agreement within ±19%,
increasing deviation with pressure up to 37%
at 10Pa due to vertical emission profile
Effect: Vertical emission profile

(g) Absolute agreement
within ±23%

Absolute agreement within ±23%
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I.3 Nitrogen/oxygen (80:20)

The NO band (with the 230BP filter) was directly calibrated at the nitrogen/oxygen
mixture at 1Pa with 500W and 700W, respectively.
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Figure I.4: Benchmark of the diode system in nitrogen/oxygen mixture (80:20)
at PlanICE (power scan: 1Pa, pressure scan: 500W). "LBH" refers to the
Lyman-Birge-Hopfield system of N2, "SPS" corresponds to the Second positive
system of N2.
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Table I.4: Comments on the benchmark of the diode system in nitrogen/oxygen
(80:20) for (a) the VUV range (b) the UV range, (c) N lines, part of Lyman-
Birge-Hopfield system of N2, (d) NO band, (e) N, O & O+ lines.

# Power scan (@1Pa) Pressure scan (@500W)

(a) Relative agreement
within ±17%, absolute
deviation between +40%
and +68%

For ≤7Pa relative agreement within ±15%,
at 10Pa relative deviation +62%, absolute
deviation between +44% and +172%

Effect: ??
(b) Absolute agreement

within ±8%
For ≤7Pa absolute agreement within ±24%,
increasing deviation with pressure up to 39%
at 10Pa
Effect: Vertical emission profile together with
different viewing volumes of diagnostics

(c) Absolute agreement
within ±4%

Absolute agreement within ±6%

(d) Absolute agreement
within ±13%

Absolute agreement within ±13%

(e) Relative agreement
within ±18%, absolute
deviation between +68%
and +103%

For ≤3Pa relative agreement within ±19%,
absolute deviation between +65% and
+301%, relative and absolute deviation in-
creasing with pressure
Effect: Vertical emission profile together with
different viewing volumes, additional pres-
sure dependent emission above 113 nm due
to broad transmission edge of MgF2

Effect: ??
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Table I.5: Comments on the benchmark of the diode system in nitrogen/oxygen
(80:20) for (f) Lyman-Birge-Hopfield system of N2, N & O lines, NO band, (g)
Second positive system of N2.

# Power scan (@1Pa) Pressure scan (@500W)

(f) Relative agreement
within ±6%, absolute
deviation between +44%
and 52%

Relative agreement within ±23%, absolute
deviation between +25% and +77% without
obvious pressure dependence

Effect: ??
(g) Relative agreement

within ±10%, absolute
deviation between +24%
and +30%

For ≤3Pa relative agreement within ±26 in-
creasing with pressure up to +102%, ab-
solute deviation between +4% and +54%
without obvious pressure dependence
Effect: Vertical emission profile together with
different viewing volumes of diagnostics

Effect: ??
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