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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to identify and explore the factors affecting women's
entrepreneurship based on starting e-businesses and ultimately provide a model in this
area. This research was an exploratory type with a qualitative approach and using the
strategy of Grounded theory. The research community consisted of female
entrepreneurs active in social networks. The data collection tool was a semi-structured
interview and to collect data using the purposive sampling method, 17 women
entrepreneurs in e-businesses were selected in the fourteenth interview. To ensure the
validity and reliability criteria of the research, necessary studies including validity,
transferability, verification and reliability were performed. Data analysis was
performed in three stages open coding, axial coding and selective coding using
MAXQDA10 software. The results of the study led to the identification of 291
indicators and 31 sub-categories and 12 main categories in the form of a paradigm
model including women entrepreneurship as a central category and causal factors
(family factors and technological factors); Underlying factors (socio-cultural factors,
legal factors, economic factors and education); Interfering conditions (individual
factors); Strategies (marketing plan, value proposition design and removing business
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barriers) and outcomes (e-business growth) reflect the factors influencing women’s
entrepreneurship to start e-businesses. These results suggest that female entrepreneurs
should consider strategies for the growth and development of their e-businesses, such
as developing a marketing plan, designing a value proposition and removing individual
and environmental barriers to the business.
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Introduction

Entrepreneurship is an integral and key part of economic development. It is the
engine of transformation and development of economy, culture and society in
many developed and developing countries and entrepreneurs as superstars, play
a vital role in the consistent growth and national development of their countries.
They are always looking for new contexts and technologies to reveal their
capabilities and start new businesses. The electronic environment is one of the
most useful environments for entrepreneurship. It has a lot of capabilities in
creating various types of business in different sectors. Internet and social
networks not only create opportunities for existing businesses but also create
great opportunities for new entrepreneurs like women who wish to start a
business.

Methodology

This research was an exploratory type with a qualitative approach and using the
strategy of Grounded theory. The research community consisted of female
entrepreneurs active in social networks. The data collection tool was a semi-
structured interview and to collect data using the purposive sampling method,
VY women entrepreneurs in e-businesses operating on the Internet were selected,
in the fourteenth interview, theoretical saturation was obtained and additional
confirmation interviews were conducted with three more experts active in e-
business who had a doctorate. To ensure the validity and reliability criteria of
the research, necessary studies including validity, transferability, verification
and reliability were performed. Data analysis was performed in three stages open
coding, axial coding and selective coding using MAXQDAL10 software. For this
purpose, information was recorded during the interviews and then translated into
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text for analysis in the software. then based on data coding, it has been tried to
explore the relationship between them and analyze the similarities and
differences in each category and then create new concepts and finally introduce
a model of women entrepreneurship based on triggering electronic businesses.

Findings

In the present study, 291 open codes were identified from 425 concepts that
describe family factors, technological factors, socio-cultural factors, training,
legal factors, marketing planning, value proposition design, removing business
barriers and growing e-business.

The frequency of sub-criteria related to each category showed from the category
of family factors, perspective index and emotional support of family and friends;
From the category of technological factors, information and communication
technology index; From the women entrepreneurship, index of necessity and
importance of women entrepreneurship; From the economic factors, price index
and cost; From the category of socio-cultural factors, index of cultural factors
(customer orientation);From the education category, self-education index; From
the category of legal factors, index of familiarity with legal instructions; From
the category of individual factors, index of non-psychological characteristics;
From the marketing plan development category, price index; From the value
proposition design category, innovation index; From the business barriers
removal category, individual business barriers removal index; From the
category of e-business growth, the index of e-business success, has the highest
repetition.

Result

Based on the findings of this research and paradigmatic model, the results of
coding show that family and technological factors can be influenced by the
effective causal conditions of women in the setup of e-businesses. Guidelines
that female entrepreneurs need to consider for their e-business development and
development include the formulation of the marketing plan, the design of the
proposed value, and removing individual and environmental barriers, contextual
conditions of economic, cultural-social, legal and education factors; Interfering
conditions, individual factors (psychological characteristics and non-
psychological); Implication and results, e-business growth were extracted.
These results can help entrepreneur women to set up their e-businesses as well
as policymakers to have better plans and supports for them.
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