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Making a Menorah Making a Menorah 

Abstract Abstract 
In my First Year Seminar Class, I designed and crafted a menorah and matching candles using the 3D 
printer and wax. I worked on this project over the course of a few weeks, facing construction obstacles 
along the way, but in the end I was thrilled with the results. 
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This poster was created based on work completed for FYS 158-4: Creativity, Making & Failure, and 
presented as a part of the eighth annual CAFE Symposium on February 8, 2023. 
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Making a MenorahIntroducing my project:

In my first year seminar Class “Creativity Making and Failure”, I was encouraged to 
use creative thinking and problem solving in order to create projects using the 3D 
printer, laser cutter, and many other resources in the Innovation and Creativity 
Lab. For my final project, i decided to take on a challenge by making a menorah with 
candles; I had never previously used wax in any of my projects, and had no 
experience making candles. However, I was really passionate about this project idea 
because it resembles my Jewish identity in a fun and creative way, so I knew I had to 
go through with it!

The process:

When making the menorah, I began with designing the structure on the 
tinkercad website. I had been working with tinkercad the entire semester, so 
I was well versed on how to use it; following the initial designing process, I 
sent over the design to the 3d printer and waited approximately 13 Hours for 
the menorah to print. In the meantime, I heated up some wax on a stove and 
gathered some cut up wicks from some candles that I had found in the 
classroom. I dipped the wicks into the hot wax, which took a bit of practice to 
perfect, but after  while, I was able to create the 8 candles. I allowed them to 
dry, and once the menorah was ready, i made sure the candles were the 
perfect size for their placeholders.

Figure 1. Creating 
the Menorah on 
Tinkercad

Figure 2. Using a 
clamp to secure the 
glue attaching the 
dowel to all pieces 0f 
the menorah

Figure 3. Heating 
up wax to make 
the candles

Some errors:

Although this project turned out successful, there were 
some errors along the way. The first error was that I 
initially printed too small of a menorah, and the plastic 
holding the candles was too thin and broke easily, so I had 
to start from scratch and make a new one. My second error 
was that I printed the whole menorah as one piece. I should 
have printed the menorah in separate pieces because it was 
fragile and broke almost instantly. To fix this, I had to 
drill a hole into the center of the menorah, and insert 
and glue a dowel to all the pieces in order to make sure 
that the structure was secure. I used a clamp to take extra 
precaution in ensuring that the dowel would hold.

Conclusion:

I truly enjoyed working on the “Making a 
Menorah” project because it required me to use 
critical thinking and creativity in order to make 
a complete and successful project. Although it was 
difficult at times, I am glad that I took on the 
challenge of making this menorah, especially since 
it was right on time for the holiday season!By Maya Lily Knoller
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