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School of Diplomacy and International Relations: Spring 2023 
DIPL 6311NA: Masters Research Project 

Tuesdays, 5-7: 10, Muscarelle Hall 208 (SH 208) 

Professor: Benjamin Goldfrank 
Student Hours: Tues, 11-12; Thurs, 3:30-5:30 (in person or Teams), & by appointment 
Student Hours Sign-Up: tinyurl,corn /Gold(rankStudentHours 
Office: McQuaid Hall 112 
Phone: 973-275-2095 
Email: benjamin.goldfrank@shu.edu 

Course Summary: 
This course is designed to help students learn research, writing, and presentational skills that they 
can apply to all academic and professional pursuits. The ultimate goal is to complete a well
written, strongly argued, and thoroughly documented Masters Research Project. The course 
includes both class and individual meetings. The first weeks focus on helping students turn their 
research interests into a research puzzle, find and use sources, develop hypotheses, conceptualize 
variables, and identify an effective research design. The next weeks mix class and individual 
meetings with the professor to help students shape their particular projects, with a focus on 
writing and revising. During the last week the students present their research findings. 

Expectations and Grading: 
All class meetings are mandatory. Individual meetings are mandatory unless otherwise noted. 
Students should come to meeting prepared to present their assignments to their colleagues and 
the professor. 
The final grade will be determined as follows: 

• Short writing assignments: l 0%
• Participation: 10%
• Preliminary draft: 20%
• Oral presentation: 20%
• Final draft: 40%
• Op-Ed: Extra credit

Important Notes: 
Academic Integrity 

Plagiarism and other forms of academic dishonesty will be reported to the administration and 
may result in a lowered or failing grade for the course and up to possible dismissal from the 
School of Diplomacy. See university and school standards for academic conduct here: 
https://www.shu.edu/student-lifo/u load/Studcnt-Codc-of-Conduct.pdf 
htt s: //www. shu .ed u/acadcmi cs/diplomacy/academic-conduct .cfm 
Resources for academic integrity are on the course Blackboard page. 
Use of electronic devices for non-class purposes is not appropriate during class time. It 
distracts other students and the professor and will result in a lowered grade. 

Citation Style 
Papers should utilize the Chicago Manual of Style Author-Date citation format. The guidelines 
for this fonnat are on the course Blackboard page. If you really prefer footnotes, fight me (*joke*). 
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