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Ray Walser Ph.D., FSO ret. 

This seminar-like course is focused on global challenges facing not just U.S. policy makers but 
statesmen, diplomats and citizens around the world. The primary focus will be upon the 
successes and failures encountered in global development in a period marked by numerous 
positives - overall reductions in violence, longer lives, poverty reduction, improved education -
balanced against a daunting array of unresolved global challenges and threats, ranging from the 
COVID-19 pandemic, economic uncertainty, climate change/global warming and nuclear 
proliferation to racial tension, ethnic conflict and international terrorism. Central to the ongoing 
debate is reflection upon the ability of national leaders to preserve an international order capable 
of rising above mere anarchy and clashing national interests to promote peace, stability and 
mutual benefits. 

The transition from former President Donald Trump's America First approach to international 
affairs to a more traditional effort to reassert American global leadership under President Joseph 
Biden provides an opportunity for study and in-depth reflection. These efforts to right the ship of 
state have encountered strong headwinds that include Vladimir Putin's aggression against 
independent Ukraine, worsening U.S-China relations and growing economic and financial 
uncertainty in the post pandemic world. Critical topics to be examined and discussed include: 
the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, Great Power Competition, nuclear proliferation, 
international migration challenges, climate change and the race to dominate cyberspace. 

The course will examine cooperative efforts aimed at advancing shared interests, securing 
international cooperation and protecting the global commons. Particular attention will be paid to 
multilateral agreements and institutions, international nonns and laws and cooperative efforts in 
a period of international turbulence. 

Washington, D.C. is a very cosmopolitan, international city. Serious effort will be made to 
understand how the people who reside here, American and otherwise, are shaped by the 
international environment and how they in turn undertake to influence and shape developments 
on the global stage. When possible, students will be given the chance to interact with present 
and past policy makers. 



The course to the extent possible will be conducted in seminar fonn based on discussions, 
reflections, debates and interactions between the seminar leader and the students. 
Where possible and pertinent, lectures, readings and seminar discussion will be supplemented 
with in-class discussion with policy practitioners. Sadly, the persistence of COVID-19 limits our 
ability to visit centers of decision-making and influence that will include government offices, the 
Congress, think tanks, NGOs, multilateral and regional organizations and foreign embassies. 

One caveat: This syllabus is not set in stone, especially in a period of rapid developments on the 
domestic and international scenes. The seminar leader reserves the right to alter readings and 
assignments and discussion topics in response to emerging policy challenges and significant 
events. 

Course Objectives 

This course is intended to help students: 

• Identify and investigate the major challenges and trends, positive and negative, shaping
future global development.

• Relate the ways in which the structure and functioning of the international system -
anarchic, hegemonic, communitarian - shape responses to an ever-widening array of national
and transnational challenges.

• Analyze hotspots and flashpoints, examine crisis management scenarios and predict
outcomes for some of the world's most contentious issues.

• Prepare cogent policy analysis - written and verbal -presented in ways that support better
understanding of the ways to tackle global challenges.

By semester's end, students should demonstrate improved proficiency in collecting, sorting, and 
evaluating infonnation; analyzing complex situations and synthesizing infonnation; integrating 
a spectrum of advice and opinion in the analysis of a complex world; and strengthening 
effective oral and written skills. 

Required readings: 

Students will be expected to acquire the following: 

Gates, Robert. The Exercise of Poiver: American Failures, Successes and a New Path 

Forward in the Post-Cold War World. 2020 

Kissinger, Henry. World Order. 2014 

Readings will be selected and assigned on a weekly basis and they will reflect the 
issues/problems under discussion. A weekly assignment sheet with key readings, 
questions and discussion points will be distributed in advance of each class. 
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