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Seton Hall University: Spring 2023 
DIPL 3850 I Core 3850: Church, State, and Politics in Latin America 

Tuesdays & Thursdays, 9:30-10:45 (AA) & 2:00-3:15 (AB), Muscarelle (SH) 208 

Professor: Benjamin Goldfrank 
Student Hours: Tues, 11-12; Thurs, 3:30-5:30 (in person or Teams), & by appointment 
Student Hours Sign-Up: tinyurl,com[GoldfrankStudentHours 
Office: McQuaid Hall 1 12 
Phone: 973-275-2095 
Email: benjamin.goldfrank@shu.edu 

Course Summary: 
This course has two central objectives: to provide students with an understanding of the 
evolving role of religion in Latin American politics, with a primary emphasis on the role 
of Catholicism and the Catholic Church from the period of the Second Vatican Council 
until the present; and to provide students an opportunity to reflect on the normative 
questions of how religious beliefs and religious institutions should affect politics and of 
how different political systems and state policies should affect the practice of religion. 
Major themes, examined through both Catholic and non-Catholic perspectives, include 
the institutional relationship between the Catholic Church and the state, the different 
political expressions of Catholicism (from those inspired by Liberation Theology to 
supporters of Christian Democratic or Conservative political parties), the persecution of 
the Church under certain authoritarian regimes, the rise of religious and political 
pluralism, and the role of religion in contemporary politics and public policy. 

Requirements and Grading: 
1. Class Participation (25 percent of course grade): Students are expected to attend all
class sessions, to read the assigned materials prior to class, and to take part actively in
class discussions and activities to the best of their ability and current circumstances. The
quality of the discussion will largely depend on your preparation.
2. Two essays based on the readings (20 percent each), each 4-5 pages.
3. In-class presentation (l 5 percent) and essay (20 percent) on a topic of your choice, 5-7
pages, after consultation with the professor.
Evaluation of assignments will be based on the students' abilities to convey their
understanding and critical analysis of the course material and to present their own ideas.

Important Notes: 
Academic Integrity 
Plagiarism and other fonns of academic dishonesty will be reported to the administration 
and may result in a lowered or failing grade for the course. See university and school 
standards for academic conduct here: 

< https://www.shu.edu1student-lifc/u load/Studcnt-Codc-of-Conduct.pdt> 
<http://www.shu.edu/acadcmics/diplomacy/acadcmic-conduct.cfin> 

Resources for academic integrity are on the course Blackboard page. 
Use of electronic devices for non-class purposes is not appropriate during class time. It 
distracts other students and the professor and will result in a lowered grade. 
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