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Introduction: The Department of Pharmacy at the University
of Malta offers a three-year international post-graduate
Doctorate in Pharmacy programme in collaboration with the
University of lllinois, Chicago, United States of America.
Within this course, students may opt for a Medicines
Information Advanced Pharmacy Practice Experiential
rotation. This rotation includes a case-based discussion (CBD)
designed to structurally assess students on the delivery of
patient care.

Method: An advanced pharmacy practice case is selected by
the preceptor for preparation as a CBD by each student. The
case is selected by the preceptor to strategically practice a
research-based environment to facilitate the students in
developing required workplace skills. During the case
assignment the preceptor explains the goals of the activity.
Students are expected to apply critical appraisal skills in
managing patient care, identify care issues and discuss
holistically an action plan.

Results: The CBDs are delivered by students in front of
experienced preceptors and structurally evaluated by two
assessors including preceptors and programme coordinator.
The Clinical Case Presentation Evaluation Form assesses for
clarity, accuracy and validity of the case discussion together
with problem identification and skill in delivery of the
discussion. The structured assessment form is utilised to
deliver constructive feedback to the students, which enables
the identification of key areas of improvement and to further
elicit reflections on patient-centred care.

Conclusions: The application of CBDs using carefully chosen
cases by the preceptors supports critical thinking skills and
reflection on clinical pharmacy interventions by the students.
Throughout the process of organising, collating the data and
delivering the CBDs, students are empowered to take
initiative, engage in clinical decision making, and use
problem-solving skills using actual patient-specific factors.
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