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In memoriam
Naidé Ferchiou (1945 — 2013)

Roald Docter

In July 2013, Naidé Ferchiou passed away. An eniiilenisian archaeologist,

historian and researcher at the Institut NationalPatrimoine, she dedicated her
life to the study of architecture and architectutatoration during the Punic and
Roman eras in Tunisia. The chronological range ef Imterests, however,

extended well into the Vandal, Byzantine and ev&antic period. She was a
pioneer in the field of architectural history, peutarly in placing architectural and

archaeological remains within their North Africamntext.

Les dieux, du haut du ciel, ont compté nos années;
Suivons sans reculer nos hautes destinées.

(Caesar, in: Voltaird,a mort de Césarl743, 853-854)



In 1968, Naidé Ferchiou received her master's age@viaitrise ancien régime
DEA) from the University of Tunis with her thedies mausolées de la région de
Makthar, which long remained a defining interest during bareer. In 1972 she
completed her Doctoratdliese de 3eme cyllat the Sorbonne in Paris, with her
studyArchitecture romaine du Haut Tell TunisiéRerchiou 1972), supervised by
Gilbert Picard, with her jury including Roland Martand René Ginouves. She
concluded her academic training in 1985, with Tikése d’Etatat the Université
de Provence, entitledL’évolution du décor architectonique en Afrique
Proconsulaire des derniers temps de Carthage autordms (Ferchiou 1989),
under the direction of Pierre Gros and with soméhef most eminent scholars in
the field of architectural history on her committeePaul Albert Février, René
Ginouves, Gilbert Picard, and Friedrich Rakob.

In 1983 she began her career at the Institut Naktidn Patrimoine as Maitre de
Recherches, a decade later rising to the rank i#cRiur de Recherches. In these
capacities she oversaw various excavation, restanrand heritage management
projects throughout Tunisia. At the same time slught the history of architecture
at the University of Tunis (9 Avril), where she pn®d generations of students.
Her affiliations as Corresponding Member with theeri@an Archaeological
Institute (DAI) and as Associated Researcher whi nstitut de recherche sur
I'architecture antique (within the CNRS) both gadair indication of how highly
her work was esteemed internationally. Her prqlificell-argued and timely
publications formed her reputation as a reliablenga in cooperative projects and
earned her invitations to national and internatioc@nferences. Although she
resisted the contemporary trend toward multi-awttlovorks (her own are, with
few exceptions, sole-authored), her expertise wagemheless sought after in
numerous collaborative publications.

Perhaps lesser known were her forays into non-aciadéerature, such as the
novel Ombres CarthaginoisegEditions Harmattan, Paris, 1988; reprinted 1993),
its subject matter covering the same chronologiadje as her scholarly interests,
from the fourth century BCE to the third century.@®Bllowing in the footsteps of
Voltaire, she also wrotea Mort de Césara play that appeared on the eve of her
own passing (Editions Nirvana, Tunis 2013).

While the Tunisian and international scientific commities have lost a
colleague at once remarkable and modest, her ensrsaholarly output remains,
and this body of work will provide a sound foundatfor many future studies.
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