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INTRODUCTION
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STUDY DESIGN & POPULATION
Case control study in women with term and preterm labour vs. non-labouring controls

SAMPLE COLLECTION & PROCESSING

Maternal blood samples and vaginal swabs are being collected. The following inflammatory markers are being
assessed using ELISA or Luminex technology: sTREM-1, PXT3, Factor D, SLPI, MMP-3, MMP-9, TIMPs and
MMP/TIMP balance.

PRELIMINARY RESULTS

SsTREM-1 concentrations are elevated in maternal serum during
spontaneous parturition (either term or preterm). sSTREM-1 levels are
significantly higher in women with preterm vs. term labour.

FUTURE INTERESTS OF OUR RESEARCH GROUP

We are interested to investigate the association between maternal
nutritional status and PTB and to explore gene expression profiles and
gene-environment interactions (metatranscriptomics) in PTB.
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