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I. Theoretical section
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I. Theoretical section

� Brief overview of several theories

◦ Merton’s strain theory

◦ Marxism
� Hegemony
� Radical criminology
� Critical criminology

◦ Labeling

◦ Left realism

◦ Postmodernism

◦ Cultural criminology
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II. Empirical section
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Content of empirical section

1. Introduction on the empirical section

2. Facts – comments ratio

3. Headlines & images

4. Reconstruction of facts, suspects and 
images

5. Image of the advocate

6. Account of the reaction of the authorities

7. Causes of the behaviour

8. Desired reaction
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1. Introduction on the empirical
section (1)

� The Kim De Gelder case?
◦ Stabbing in a Belgian child day-care centre that 

provoked a public outcry

� When? 23 January 2009

� Where? Child day-care centre “Fabeltjesland” in 
Dendermonde, a centre-town

� Offender: a young adult
� Victims: 2 babies and 1 nurse dead; 10 babies and 2 

nurses wounded

� Outcome: public outcry and “worldwide” media 
attention
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1. Introduction on the empirical
section (2)

� Research
◦ 1 newspaper: Het Laatste Nieuws (≈ tabloid)

◦ Period: 23 January 2009 – 31 January 2009
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2. Facts – comments ratio

� Facts? Comments?
◦ Facts = “when the personal opinion of the journalist 

is not conveyed”

◦ Comments:
� Newspaper comments =“when the personal opinion is 

conveyed” 

� Reader comments = reader’s letters.

� Findings
◦ Facts outnumber comments

◦ Reader comments outnumber newspaper comments
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3. Headlines & images (1)

� Headlines
◦ Focus on facts and suspect

◦ Portrayal of facts and suspect in a vivid 
manner
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3. Headlines & images (2)

� Images
◦ Not an easy task because of the database used

◦ Nonetheless: focus on suspect and victims
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4. Reconstruction of facts, suspect 
and victims (1)

� Facts
◦ Very detailed

◦ Violent and bloody character

◦ Severity

◦ Most prominent source?

� “Eyewitness”
◦ … of the stabbing, … of the escape attempt, … of the 

arrest, … of similar events (!), … of his education (!)
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4. Reconstruction of facts, suspect 
and victims (2)

� Suspect
◦ Comparison with The Joker

◦ Portrayal of a dangerous psychopath

◦ Demonization
� Introvert youngsters are being portrayed as a potential 

threat for society
◦ Although this diminishes over time

◦ Humane image (!)

◦ Various sources
� Eyewitnesses, former classmates and colleagues, 

family, his “only” “friend”, a mother of a psychiatric
patient, neighbours …
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4. Reconstruction of facts, suspect 
and victims (3)

� Victims
◦ Helplesness and innocence

◦ Heroism

◦ Various sources

� Friends, family, the bishop of Ghent …
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5. Image of the advocate

� Justice must prevail

� Defender of the victims or defender of the 
suspect? Both?
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6. Account of the reaction of the 
authorities

� Expressions of support

� Call for a tight and more effective
protection of child day-care centres
◦ Fast implementation!

� Appeal for a better care of psychiatric
patients
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7. Causes of the behaviour

� Psychiatric illness
◦ Individualization of the problem?

� Failing government

� Media
◦ Effects of videogames and horror movies?
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8. Desired reaction (1)

� With regard to the suspect
◦ Capital punishment?

� Pro discourse is limited

� Contra discourse is explicitely present
◦ E.g. political editor

◦ ‘No more second chance’
� This discourse is explicitely present

◦ E.g. political editor

◦ Forgiveness (!)
� Sympathisation with the victims is more important 

than hate against the suspect
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8. Desired reaction (2)

� With regard to the victims
◦ Compassion and support

� E.g. attention is given to the change in 
programming of two Belgian television channels
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