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Understanding people’s tastes has proved to 
be one of the most difficult tasks for cultural 
sociologists. This seminar will investigate the 
meaning of tastes – lying between the social, 
the aesthetics and morality – and show why 
studying tastes matters in the understanding of 
social inequalities, social values and conventions. 
Why and how do people develop tastes for certain 
cultural objects and activities rather than others? 
How do people make sense out of them? What 
are the subtle and complex links between tastes 
on the one hand and social stratification and 
identities on the other? How can we explore tastes 
to understand their social relevance?

The seminar is open to all but you must book 
in advance. For more information including the 
programme and how to book a place see:  
www.york.ac.uk/sociology/about/news-and-
events/department/2014/tastes-in-practice.

Tastes in practice

Speakers include:
•	 Antoine Hennion (MINES-ParisTech/CNRS)
•	 Mike Savage (LSE)
•	 Steph Lawler (Newcastle University)
•	 Lisa Mckenzie (LSE)
•	 Aaron Reeves (University of Oxford) 
•	 Stijn Daenekindt (Universiteit Gent)
•	 Thomas Franssen (Universiteit van Amsterdam)
•	 Sam Friedman (LSE)

15 July 2014, 9.15am-5.45pm
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Venue: �	�Research Centre for Social Sciences 
Training Room (YH/001b),  
6 Innovation Close, Heslington,  
University of York, YORK  YO10 5ZF
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