
Literature and Society in the Fourth Century AD

i-x_Van Hoof-Van Nuffelein_f1.indd   1 8/26/2014   8:07:02 PM

brought to you by COREView metadata, citation and similar papers at core.ac.uk

provided by Ghent University Academic Bibliography

https://core.ac.uk/display/55718523?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=pdf-decoration-v1


Mnemosyne  
Supplements
Monographs on Greek and  

Latin Language and Literature

Executive Editor

G.J. Boter (VU University Amsterdam) 

Editorial Board

A. Chaniotis (Oxford)
K.M. Coleman (Harvard)

I.J.F. de Jong (University of Amsterdam)
T. Reinhardt (Oxford)

VOLUME 373

The titles published in this series are listed at brill.com/mns

i-x_Van Hoof-Van Nuffelein_f1.indd   2 8/26/2014   8:07:02 PM



Literature and Society in the 
Fourth Century AD

Performing Paideia, Constructing the Present, 
Presenting the Self

Edited by

Lieve Van Hoof and Peter Van Nuffelen

LEIDEN | BOSTON

i-x_Van Hoof-Van Nuffelein_f1.indd   3 8/26/2014   8:07:02 PM



This publication has been typeset in the multilingual ‘Brill’ typeface. With over 5,100 characters covering 
Latin, ipa, Greek, and Cyrillic, this typeface is especially suitable for use in the humanities.  
For more information, please see brill.com/brill-typeface.

issn 0169-8958
isbn 978-90-04-27848-6 (hardback)
isbn 978-90-04-27947-6 (e-book)

Copyright 2015 by Koninklijke Brill nv, Leiden, The Netherlands.
Koninklijke Brill nv incorporates the imprints Brill, Brill Nijhoff, Global Oriental and Hotei Publishing.
All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, translated, stored in a retrieval system, 
or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise, 
without prior written permission from the publisher.
Authorization to photocopy items for internal or personal use is granted by Koninklijke Brill nv provided 
that the appropriate fees are paid directly to The Copyright Clearance Center, 222 Rosewood Drive, 
Suite 910, Danvers, ma 01923, usa. Fees are subject to change.

This book is printed on acid-free paper.

i-x_Van Hoof-Van Nuffelein_f1.indd   4 8/26/2014   8:07:02 PM



Contents

Abbreviations  vii
Notes on the Contributors  viii

1	 The Social Role and Place of Literature in the Fourth  
Century AD  1

Lieve Van Hoof and Peter Van Nuffelen

2	 Literary History: A Fourth-Century Roman Invention?  16
Mark Vessey

3	 Militia philosophorum : Le rôle des lettrés dans l’entourage des 
empereurs romains du IVe siècle  31

Bertrand Lançon

4	 Gregory’s Governors: Paideia and Patronage in Cappadocia  48
Neil McLynn

5	 Lobbying through Literature: Libanius, For the Teachers  
(Oration 31)  68

Lieve Van Hoof

6	 Texts, Teachers and Pupils in the Writings of Gregory of Nyssa  83
Morwenna Ludlow

7	 Unreliable Witness: Failings of the Narrative in Ammianus 
Marcellinus  103

John Weisweiler

8	 A Living Relic for the Vicar of Rome: Strategies of Visualization in  
a Civil Case  134

Sigrid Mratschek

9	 A Hero in our Midst: Stilicho as a Literary Construct in the Poetry of 
Claudian  157

Clare Coombe

i-x_Van Hoof-Van Nuffelein_f1.indd   5 8/26/2014   8:07:03 PM



vi contents

10	The Apostles as Instruments of Social Engagement: The Poetical 
Representation of the Apostles as a Means of Influencing 
Society  180

Roald Dijkstra

11	 A War of Words: Sermons and Social Status in Constantinople under the 
Theodosian Dynasty  201

Peter Van Nuffelen

Bibliography  219
Index  242

i-x_Van Hoof-Van Nuffelein_f1.indd   6 8/26/2014   8:07:03 PM



Abbreviations

cic	� P. Krueger and T. Mommsen, eds., Corpus iuris civilis (Berlin, 1904).  
3 Vols.

cil	� T. Mommsen e.a., eds., Corpus inscriptionum latinarum (Berlin, 
1893–)

cj	� Codex Iustinianus, cf. cic
csel	 Corpus Scriptorum Ecclesiasticorum Latinorum
cth	� T. Mommsen, ed., Theodosiani libri xvi cum constitutionibus 

Sirmondianis et Leges novellae ad Theodosianum pertinentes (Berlin, 
1905)

hll	� P.L. Schmidt and R. Herzog, Handbuch der lateinischen Literatur der 
Antike, 3 Vols. (München, 1989–)

ilcv	� E. Diehl e.a., eds., Inscriptiones latinae veteres christianae (Berlin, 
1925–)

lsj	� H.G. Liddell, R. Scott, H.R. Jones, A Greek-English Lexicon (Oxford, 
1996)

ltr	� M. Buchberger, W. Kasper, K. Baumgartner, eds., Lexicon für 
Theologie und Kirche, 11 Vols. (Freiburg, 1993–2006)

pg	� J.P. Migne, eds., Patrologia cursus completus. Series graeca (Paris, 
1857–1866)

pl	� J.P. Migne, eds., Patrologia cursus completus. Series latina (Paris, 
1844–1855)

plre	� J.R. Martindale, J. Morris, A.H.M. Jones, eds., Prosopography of the 
Later Roman Empire, 3 Vols. (Cambridge, 1971–1992)

re	� G. Wissowa e.a., eds., Realencyclopädie der classischen altertumswis-
senschaft (München and Stuttgart, 1894–1980)

i-x_Van Hoof-Van Nuffelein_f1.indd   7 8/26/2014   8:07:03 PM



Notes on the Contributors

Clare Coombe 
completed her PhD, Claudian the Poet: Poetology, Myth, and Story-Telling,  
at the University of Reading in 2012, examining the way in which Claudian 
uses poetics to convey political propaganda. She now works for St Albans 
Cathedral, teaching and managing their Study Centre. She retains a research 
interest in Late Antique and early Christian Latin poetics.

Roald Dijkstra 
is a Postdoctoral Researcher and Lecturer at Radboud University Nijmegen, 
the Netherlands. In 2014, he defended his dissertation, entitled Portraying 
Witnesses: The Apostles in Early Christian Art and Poetry at the same  
university. He also participates in Gymnasmata, a project of Leiden 
University, for which he develops Latin teaching material.

Bertrand Lançon 
is Professor of Roman History at the Université de Limoges, France, with a 
main focus on illness, medicine and imperial power in Late Antiquity. After 
earlier books such as Rome in Late Antiquity (New York, 2001), he has recently 
published Constantin (Paris, 2012, with T. Moreau) and Théodose (Paris, 2014), 
and will soon publish a French translation of Marcellinus’ Chronicle. His next 
books will concern The ‘Noso-World’ of Late Antiquity and Failures in Late 
Roman Imperial Etiquette.

Morwenna Ludlow 
is a Senior Lecturer at the University of Exeter. She has published widely on 
the church fathers and their modern reception, including Gregory of Nyssa, 
Ancient and (Post)modern (Oxford, 2007). Her survey, The Early Church 
(London, 2009) has been well-received. She is currently working on a project 
aimed at reconceiving the way in which scholars view early Christian writers’ 
use of rhetoric.

Neil McLynn 
specializes in the political and religious history of Late Antiquity. Since 2007 
he has been University Lecturer in Later Roman History at Oxford University, 
and a fellow of Corpus Christi College. He was previously Professor in the 
Faculty of Law at Keio University, Japan. His publications include Ambrose of 

i-x_Van Hoof-Van Nuffelein_f1.indd   8 8/26/2014   8:07:03 PM



ixNotes on the Contributors

Milan: Church and Court in a Christian Capital (Berkeley and Los Angeles, 
1994) and Christian Politics and Religious Culture in Late Antiquity (Aldershot, 
2009).

Sigrid Mratschek 
is Professor of Ancient History at the University of Rostock, Germany, 
Member of the Council of the International Association of Patristic Studies, 
and Consulting Editor of the Journal of Late Antiquity. Her present research 
focuses on creative elites in the Roman empire and Late Antiquity. Her  
book on wealth and social standing under the Principate (Stuttgart, 1993)  
was awarded the Bruno Heck Prize. She is also author of Der Briefwechsel  
des Paulinus von Nola (Göttingen, 2002) and of numerous essays on 
epistolography (Sidonius Apollinaris, Paulinus, Augustine and Pliny) written 
during and since her Visiting Fellowship at All Souls College, Oxford, in 2012.

Lieve Van Hoof 
is a Postdoctoral Research Fellow at Ghent University, Belgium. She has 
published a monograph on Plutarch’s Practical Ethics: The Social Dynamics of 
Philosophy (Oxford, 2010), an edited volume entitled Libanius: A Critical 
Introduction (Cambridge, 2014), and a series of articles that examine the 
relation between literature and society in the second and fourth centuries ad. 
Currently, she is preparing a monograph on the letters of Libanius.

Peter Van Nuffelen 
is Professor of Ancient History at Ghent University, Belgium, with a particular 
interest in late antique history, historiography and literature, and in Greco-
Roman religion. His recent publications include Rethinking the Gods: 
Philosophical Readings of Religion in the Post-Hellenistic Period (Cambridge, 
2011) and Orosius and the Rhetoric of History (Oxford, 2012).

Mark Vessey 
is Principal of Green College and Professor of English at the University of 
British Columbia. A collection of his essays on late Roman literary culture 
appeared as Latin Christian Writers in Late Antiquity and their Texts 
(Aldershot, 2005). He is the editor of A Companion to Augustine (Malden, 
2012) in the series of Blackwell Companions to the Ancient World, and is 
currently preparing his 2013 Bristol Blackwell Lectures (“Writing before 
Literature: Later Latin Scriptures and the Memory of Rome”) for publication.

i-x_Van Hoof-Van Nuffelein_f1.indd   9 8/26/2014   8:07:03 PM



x Notes on the Contributors

John Weisweiler 
is Marie-Curie-Fellow at the Universities of Chicago (usa) and Heidelberg 
(Germany) and lecturer at the University of Basle (Switzerland). His main 
interest is in the social, cultural and economic history of late-antique élites. 
He is currently completing a book on the senatorial aristocracy of the Later 
Roman Empire.

i-x_Van Hoof-Van Nuffelein_f1.indd   10 8/26/2014   8:07:03 PM




