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DO CURRICULUM MATERIALSAND TEACHERSMATTER IN
ELEMENTARY MATHEMATICS?

INTRODUCTION

As literature points out, there is little eviderfoe a differential effect of curriculum
materials on students’ mathematics performanceltseg¢8lavin & Lake, 2008).
Besides, research stresses that it is necessé&iidanto account factors which play
an intermediate role between a written curriculurd atudents’ performance results
(Stein & Smith, 2007). Verschaffel, Greer, & de t€of2007) for instance, underline
the crucial role of teachers within the contextr@thematics education.

This research is set up in primary education arddes on both curriculum materials
and on teachers. It analyses wether a commercaalbilable learning package
(CALP: manuals and exercise books used in the rdasg could play an
intermediate role with regard to teachers’ profasal knowledge and with regard to
students’ mathematics performance results.

METHODOLOGY, RESULTSAND CONCLUSION

The research sample consisted of 918 teachers &t students. Since the data in
the present study have an inherent hierarchicalctstre, multilevel modelling
techniques are used, using MLwiN 2.16 (Rasbash 2089).

According to our results, a CALP plays a role witlgard to teachers’ professional
knowledge but not with regard to pupils’ mathematmerformance results. This
could indicate that curriculum materials do mathert, that in the specific setting of a
classroom, teachers compensate for them.
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