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 The  Digital Library of the Middle East  (DLME) is a  collaborative, free-access aggregator 
 developed by the Council on Library and Information Resources (CLIR), Stanford 
 Libraries, and the Qatar National Library. The platform brings together records from 
 thirty-nine holding institutions related to the Middle East and North Africa. 
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 Most digital projects focused on the Middle East document only Islamic art and 
 architecture, whereas DLME offers access to materials from all cultures that flourished 
 in the area. DLME provides a panoramic view of Middle Eastern cultural heritage, often 
 unknown to the general public. Physical and digital objects are currently described in 
 more than 180,000 records and 50,000 digital images representing books, coins, and 
 artworks along with musical instruments, videos, podcasts, and posters. Of special 
 interest are the approximately 40,000 records of manuscripts organized in thematic sets 
 to improve discoverability. The manuscript collections range from Persian texts to 
 contemporary architectural drawings, and some are held in remote locations difficult to 
 reach like the Saint Catherine Monastery at Sinai. 

 It is noteworthy that DLME provides access to objects owned by non-western 
 repositories. Indeed, amongst the contributors are libraries, archives, and museums in 
 countries of the region like Egypt, Lebanon, Palestine, and others. Major contributors 
 include the American University of Beirut, the SahreFarang database documenting 
 Iranian life and culture, and the libraries of the Greek and Armenian Patriarchates in 
 Jerusalem. The description for some of these collections is made available by the 
 Library of Congress. 

 A lot of effort has gone into making the platform more inclusive. The interface is 
 available in both English and Arabic, with metadata displayed in those languages as 
 available. Also, patrons have the option to use the date facet in either the Gregorian or 
 Hijri calendar. These are great ways to support use by local communities and at the 
 same time respect linguistic and religious diversity. 

 Blacklight and Spotlight frameworks were used to create the platform, while powerful, 
 flexible presentation of digitized objects and texts is facilitated by the IIIF Mirador image 
 viewer. Links allow patrons to see source records on each contributor's website. This 
 clean and simple design makes navigation and browsing quick and easy. 
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 DLME’s varied content can be useful to multiple audiences including historians, 
 curators, archaeologists, students, librarians, and the general public. Four interpretive 
 essays or  exhibits  (accessed indirectly under the  “About” section of the site) offer 
 additional context on uses of this aggregator platform, ranging from discovering 
 Egyptian papyri to the role that DLME collection documentation can play in combating 
 illicit trafficking or destruction of cultural objects. This latter role is especially exciting, 
 reminding us of the necessity to record and protect collections as well as material 
 heritage in conflict zones. 

 DMLE is a platform open to new collaborations with both individuals and organizations. 
 Its rich collections, in combination with the technology adopted, makes it the main hub 
 to document and access hidden collections of the Middle East. 
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