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Economic models regularly make the assumption that individuals are 
rational, selfish, profit-maximizing agents. Although this provides a valuable 
benchmark for modeling purposes, it fails to capture actual human
behavior in interpersonal interactions. Empirical studies on cooperative 
behaviors consistently show that most people care about the well-being of 
others, even if they do not know the identity of those others. This thesis 
contributes to the understanding of social behaviors and preferences by 
exploring their origins. Using a combination of formal evolutionary 
modeling, lab experiments and agent-based simulations, it investigates
how human sociality evolved to the extent it did, while sociality in other 
species remained relatively restricted.

Aslıhan Akdeniz holds a BA in Economics from Bogaziçi University and 
an MPhil in Economics from Tinbergen Institute. In September, 2017, she 
joined the Department of Economics at the University of Amsterdam as 
a PhD candidate, where she wrote this thesis.
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