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RECONSTRUCTING MEDIA CULTURE:

TRANSNATIONAL PERSPECTIVES ON RADIO

IN SILESIA, 1924–1948

Carolyn Birdsall and Joanna
Walewska-Choptiany

This article contributes to a growing scholarship in the field of transnational radio history
that attend to radio as a border-crossing medium. Within this burgeoning field, however,
there is a persistent tendency to privilege radio produced by national broadcasters in
capital cities. In this article, our focus on radio in Silesia seeks to intervene in current
discussions of transnational and regional media history. From 1924, radio in German-
controlled Silesia was established amidst ongoing border disputes after World War I.
Despite the geopolitical significance of this region – and its radio programming,
infrastructures and industry between 1924 and 1948 – it has largely been written out of
both German and Polish radio historiography. Our analysis focuses on the institutional,
technological and socio-political components necessary to understanding radio culture
with a transnational and regional lens, taking the example of Silesia as a context of
significantly altered population demographics and governance. Taking into account the
conditions of radio institutions, industry and the materiality of infrastructures, we
examine how radio in Silesia served as a political symbol in the context of ongoing border
disputes and linguistic nationalism. As this article suggests, the case of Silesian radio
challenges notions of a clear-cut ‘1945 divide’ in radio history, and our analysis will
acknowledge how the material culture of radio figures in the complex situation of
German, Polish, Russian and Jewish relations, and against the background of looting
operations, property transfer and population expulsions in the early post-war period. This
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case is critically considered for its potential contribution to a more a layered, comparative
research agenda on radio in Central Europe before, during and after World War II.

Recent scholarship has called for increased sensitivity to radio’s status as a border-cross-
ing medium, and the process, particularly in Europe, by which the launch of short-
wave radio stations during the early 1930s sparked international services in foreign lan-
guages and intensified existing competition over available frequencies and the attention
of listening audiences.1 Such work can be framed as part of the growing ‘transnational
turn’ in broadcasting history, which also brings in to sharp relief the formative role of
geopolitics in radio history, especially with regards to the significant influence of
imperialism, war, occupation and territorial disputes in constituting global landscape of
radio across the twentieth century and up to the present.2 Within this burgeoning field,
however, there is a persistent tendency to privilege radio produced by national broad-
casters in capital cities, located at the heart of ‘media capital’, and invested in reproduc-
ing the image of ‘media centrality’.3 Yet while it is essential for scholars to attend to
the concentration of power, resources and expertise in media ‘capitals’, especially in
the centre-periphery models emphasised by national broadcasting companies, much
radio scholarship remains rigidly attached to national frameworks, without exploring
the analytical perspectives that might be generated by attending to, for instance, histor-
ies of international broadcasting, regional radio, global circulation of technology, design
and expertise, international broadcast regulation and diplomacy, transnational co-pro-
ductions and sales of programme content, and cross-border listening practices
by audiences.4

In response, a growing number of media historians have emphasised the pro-
ductive nature of the concept of entanglement for the purposes of thinking across
scales and traditional borders, an approach which, as Michele Hilmes has pointed
out, encourages researchers to attend to interconnections in media history and
problematise neat distinctions of a national radio historiography.5 Working in a
similar vein, historian Ŝıan Nicholas has pointed to the need for more plural media
histories, which also deal with the media landscape or ecology that radio broadcast-
ing operated in historically, thus, considering the various forms of cross-medial
exchange between radio, newspapers, magazines and so forth.6 Such a sensitivity
to (inter)mediality has allowed for rich interpretations of programming; we simi-
larly contend in this article that it is also important, in transnational radio histories,
to not restrict our analyses to the content of radio programming alone.

In this article, we seek to intervene in current discussions of transnational and
regional media history. From 1924, radio in German-controlled Silesia was estab-
lished amidst ongoing border disputes after World War I.7 Silesia is a historically
industrial and agricultural region that today extends across two main areas in Poland,
Lower Silesia and Upper Silesia, which together run along the full extent of Poland’s
southern border with the Czech Republic, and two smaller shared border areas with
Germany and Slovakia. Its main large city is Wrocław, which was named Breslau
until 1945, and constituted an important context for media-related activity during
the 1920s to 1940s, and a large concentration of Germany's industrial production of
radio receivers. Under German rule since the mid eighteenth century, Silesia was a
Prussian province between 1815 and 1919. While remaining under German rule
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between 1919 and 1945, in the period following World War I, Germany and
Poland were engaged in ongoing border disputes during and after 1919–1922, when
Posen, western Prussia and a part of Upper Silesia were ceded to Poland.

Despite the geopolitical significance of this region – and its radio programming,
infrastructures and industry between 1924 and 1945 – it has largely been written
out of both German and Polish radio historiography. Silesia offers a fascinating case
for considering the possibilities for a more layered understanding of transnational
media history, in terms of engagements not only across territorial space, but in the
temporal periodisation ascribed by historians to discrete periods of history. In this
article, we, thus, turn our analytical attention not only to successive periods con-
cerning radio history of Silesia, but we also consider Wrocław as a useful model for
studying the media histories of urban centres (or regions) in which significant
changes occur in population demographics, governance and official language. Other
cities in Central Europe for which this approach could be explored further include
Kaliningrad (formerly K€onigsberg), which transformed from German to Soviet
Russian rule; Lviv (from occupied Poland to Soviet Ukraine); and Vilnius (from
occupied Poland to Soviet Lithuania), along with other cities in which large popula-
tion transfers and changes in governance took place, with scope to critically examine
other global and (post)colonial contexts along similar lines.8

We would, therefore, like to evaluate the challenges and possibilities of what we
see to be a highly ‘entangled’ media history. In doing so, we recognise the broader his-
toriographical value of this approach, and it is for that reason that we build and expand
on recent work by historians like Simo Mikkonen and Pia Koivunen who have argued
for the necessity to treat Cold War in Europe from the perspective of ‘entangled histor-
ies.’9 Our analysis engages the institutional, technological and socio-political compo-
nents necessary to understanding radio in Silesia with a transnational and regional lens.
We, therefore, also seek to contribute to another strand of recent media studies scholar-
ship, which calls for critical analytical attention to the material infrastructures that sup-
port the production, transmission and reception of global media communication.10 This
field builds on a rich tradition of cultural geographies of media that attend to media
infrastructures, such as undersea cables, wires or drones, which do not necessarily
respect the jurisdiction of national borders or international regulatory frameworks.
Radio transmissions, too, constitute a porous terrain, which becomes particularly
politicised in in a region predominated by a long history of multi-ethnic and multi-lin-
gual populations.11 As such, the present article seeks to build on a rich historiography
about borderland territories of Central Europe, and highlights why media histories not
only deserve a place there, but require a keen attention to the material cultures and
infrastructures connected to media.12

This article represents a first collaborative effort to think through the possibil-
ities for conceiving a history of radio in Silesia across the period 1924–1948, and
it should be noted that the chosen examples are intended to be illustrative rather
than exhaustive, as this present article offers a first snapshot drawn from ongoing
archival research. In what follows, we first reflect on the conditions of radio insti-
tutions, industry and infrastructural investment, and how, from its inception, radio
in Silesia served as a political symbol, representing a potential tool for nation-
building but also for the effort to combat ‘national indifference’ in borderland
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territories in this region.13 In doing so, we will not only attend to specific devel-
opments in Silesia, but understand the context of German governance of the
Silesian region in conjunction with developments in Poland and Czechoslovakia
from the mid-1920s to 1940s. When we turn to the immediate period after
World War II (WWII), we will show how the case of Silesian radio challenges
notions of a ‘1945 divide’ in radio history, and our analysis acknowledges the com-
plex situation of Polish, Russian, German and Jewish populations and their rela-
tions during the period 1944–1948. Finally, we evaluate the challenges and
possibilities of this ‘entangled’ media history, and the rich potential for a more
integrated, comparative research agenda on radio in Central Europe before, during
and after World War II.

Geopolitics and the identity of the Breslau radio station

The German-language station in Breslau (now Wrocław) was launched in May
1924 against the background of ongoing border disputes between Poland and
Germany in the wake of World War I. Europe’s borders had been redrawn after
1918, with Poland regaining its status as an independent state, while new coun-
tries, like Czechoslovakia declared independence following the collapse of the
Austro-Hungarian empire. Initially named the Schlesische Funkstunde A.G., as part
of a private holding initiated by the Breslau physics professor Otto Lummer,
between 1925 and 1933, the Breslau station came to be governed by the German
radio board (RRG). The Breslau station and its programming increasingly gained
political significance, with its outlook continuing to be shaped by a linguistic
nationalism and ongoing sovereignty conflicts with Poland.14

Following the inception of radio broadcasting, both Polish and German broad-
casters recognised the potential for radio transmissions to reach both listeners across
national borders, who were considered to be lost populations as a result of World
War I. As a sketch depicting ‘The German Radio Network’ in 1925 demonstrates,
already from this early period, the Breslau programme magazine projected the imag-
ined listenership of its German-language radio programming as extending to the terri-
tories of Poland, and to German-speaking communities in Czechoslovakia (Figure
1).15 In a 1934 publication, the new director of the newly renamed station
Reichssender Breslau, and, since 1931 the Nazi regional radio officer (Gaufunkwart) in
Silesia, Hans Kriegler, summarised the changes at the Breslau station following the
Nazi takeover in January 1933 and subsequent reorganisation (Gleichschaltung)16

Along with the rapid growth of radio membership licenses in the Silesian region, to
315,000 in 1934, Kriegler observed that the station also reached several hundred
thousand additional listeners in Czechoslovakia, Eastern Upper Silesia, in Posen
(Pozna�n), Transylvania and Austria, suggesting an ‘exceptionally wide range’ of
reception; he also noted that the station frequently received listener letters from
New Zealand, Namibia, Japan, China and other countries who accessed its short-
wave transmissions.17

Waxing lyrical about the station’s identity being connected to unique industrial and
agricultural character of Silesia, its people and culture, Kriegler asserted that, when
hosting the new national ‘Stunde der Nation’ (The Nation’s Hour) programme, the
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Breslau station focussed on regional identity, and had also started two new programmes,
‘Arbeiter! H€or zu!’ (Worker! Listen in!) and ‘Bauer! H€or zu!’ (Farmer! Listen in!).18

This emphasis on workers and farmers was consistent with the strategy, from 1935, of
the German Propaganda Ministry that such programmes would be broadcast by Breslau
and Munich towards German-speaking communities in northern Czechoslovakia; mean-
while, programming from K€onigsberg (now Kaliningrad) and Stuttgart was aimed at
wealthier listeners whose more expensive receivers were expected to be able to pick up
such broadcasts from a further distance, and for whom a more ‘focused and subtle’
propaganda was developed in programming.19

Previously, between 1929 and 1933, the Breslau station was under the leadership
of Friedrich (Fritz) Walter Bischoff. Bischoff, a poet, writer and dramaturge, worked
as Breslau’s literary head from 1925 onwards, and achieved recognition for his contri-
bution to the new genre of radio plays (H€orspiele), Bischoff’s legacy at the Breslau sta-
tion has been primarily understood in terms of his contribution to aesthetic innovation
and to the vibrant experimentation with radio sound and sound recording in Weimar
radio more generally.20 Yet what Kriegler in 1934 euphemistically referred to as a
‘reorganisation’ of the station, resulted in Bischoff’s forced dismissal and subsequent
detainment by the Gestapo, prior to being subjected, along with other prominent fig-
ures of Weimar radio in Berlin, to prolonged internment and a sham trial, known as

Figure 1. ‘Das deutsche Rundfunknetz’ (The German Radio Network), Schlesische Funkstunde, 13
November 1925, p. 6.
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the Rundfunkprozess, led by the new head of the national radio board (Reichs-
Rundfunk-Gesellschaft), Eugen Hadamowsky.21

Kriegler frequently presented the work of the Reichssender Breslau in neutral
terms, however, examined from the perspective of Polish and Czech(oslovak) radio
history, both countries experienced the intensification of German broadcasts over the
borders to German-speaking ethnic minorities on medium wave radio. The various
efforts to ‘wire’ and network Breslau in the context of Silesia and Germany at large
should, thus, be necessarily framed in geopolitical terms, from the vantage of
ongoing tensions and disputes in the region. The first radio transmitter in Breslau
was located in the Silesian Regional Board of Mines (Oberbergamt), located then at
Hindenberg Platz (now Plac Powsta�nc�ow �Sląskich) between 1924 and 1925, at close
quarters to the district postal office (Oberpostdirektion), which also defined the area
of the radio station in terms of its districts of Breslau, Oppeln (now Opole) and
Liegnitz (now Legnica). At this time, the transmitter strength was around 700 kHz,
whereas following the opening of the purpose-built broadcast building in 1925
(Figure 2), the signal strength was increased to above 900 kHz by late 1926 and
then up to around 1100 by around 1930. Until 1932, this transmission mast was pri-
marily at the location of the broadcasting building at Julius-Schottl€ander-Strasse 8
(today at aleja Karkonoska 10, Krzyki), a further three kilometres to the south of
the city from the postal office.22

In 1932, the transmitter for the Breslau station was moved a further 10 kilo-
metres south of the broadcasting station building, to Roths€urban (now _Z�orawina).

Figure 2. The original station building, built in 1925, which is today the location of Wrocław Radio,
photographed in 2006.
Source: Wiki Commons, commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:PolskieRadioWroclaw-ulKarkonoska.jpg.
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This medium wave radio transmitter was a wooden tower construction, which was
expanded in 1940 with an additional transmission aerial, where it remained oper-
ational until the siege of Breslau in February 1945. The strength of this tower
remained around 950 kHZ, even following the National Socialist reorganisation of
radio in early 1934, but soon after, the relay station in Gleiwitz, located at the
furthest eastern edge of Silesia, in the contested border area of Upper Silesia, was
increased from around 900 to around 1200 kHz (see Figure 3). This relay station
had been established in 1925 in Gleiwitz, on the Radauner Strasse (today, the site
of the Radiowa Gliwice station), with the new, stronger transmitter installed in
1935 at what was then Tarnowitzer Strasse and was in use until 1945.23 With the
intensification of v€olkisch propaganda to German minorities in Czechoslovakia in the
mid-1930s, there were further increases made to transmitter strength the areas
around the borders shared with Germany, namely in the regions of Saxony and
Bavaria, as well as Silesia. From 1937, N€urnberg-Kleinreuth, in northern Bavaria,
had a signal strength for medium-wave transmissions of around 1200 kHz, and in
Saxony, another new relay station in G€orlitz-Reichenbach was added to the Breslau
station network, with its station (and studio) put to various uses and also remain-
ing in operation during the siege of Breslau, until April 1945, and destroyed ahead
of the Russian military's arrival to the city in May 1945.24

The longer-term project of ‘wiring’ the city of Breslau took on new pro-
portions following the National Socialist takeover in 1933, against the back-
ground of Silesia’s industrial and geopolitical significance.25 In December 1937,
in the wake of the large-scale German Choral Society Festival (Deutsches
S€angerbundesfest) held in Breslau, preparations were made to install around one

Figure 3. The Gleiwitz transmission building and towers in Upper Silesia.
Source: ‘Unserem Oberschlesien,’ Schlesische Funkstunde 2.46 (13 November 1925), 1–2, here 1.
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hundred Reich Loudspeaker Columns (Reichs-Lautsprechers€aule), ahead of the next
large event, the German Gymnastics and Sports Festival (Deutsches Turn- und
Sportfest), which took place during July 1938. A brochure produced in December
1937, and circulated by the Reich Institute for German Culture and Economic
Propaganda, included a map of all of the locations across Breslau where these new
radio columns would be installed (Figure 4). The loudspeaker columns were mainly
placed in and around in the city centre, with the cover letter indicating that these col-
umns would be located ‘in the middle of street life – at important crossroads, on
large squares, on the edge of (factory) grounds; everywhere where there is the most
concentration of pedestrians and traffic.’26

Shortly after the installation of these loudspeaker columns in early 1938, Adolf
Hitler delivered a speech in which he demanded the self-determination for ethnic
Germans in Austria and Czechoslovakia, and on 12 March 1938 German military
forces crossed the border into Austria before announcing its annexation. During
the German Gymnastics and Sports Festival in Breslau, which included participants
from Austria, there was an intensification of radio propaganda towards the north-
ern Czechoslovak regions of Bohemia and Moravia. The Sudeten German Party
leader, Konrad Henlein, along with a large delegation from the region, attended
the festival, and delivered a speech on German radio, which supported the
oft-used slogan of returning to ‘home’ to the Reich (Heim ins Reich).27 The Reich
loudspeaker columns project, affirmed as a successful implementation, were
planned on a similar scale for other German cities, but on the outbreak of war in

Figure 4. Map with the locations of Reich Loudspeaker Columns included with a press release by the
Institut f€ur Deutsche Kultur- und Wirtschaftspropaganda, December 1937.
Source: Stiftung Deutsches Technikmuseum Berlin, Historical Archive, Bestand Telefunken, Number I.2.060
A/6114.
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September 1939, Breslau was the only German city with such an extensive, net-
worked public address system for radio.

Reconstructing Polish radio and the Western territories
after 1945

In the Polish context, 18 April 1926 marked the official start of regular broadcasts
by Polish Radio, a company at that time directed by the prominent economist
Zygmunt Chamiec. Only one month later, however, a military coup led by J�ozef
Piłsudski meant that power in the Polish state was taken over by a political camp
invested in the notion of sanacja (‘moral cleansing’), and whose members in the
subsequent years applied methods commonly recognised as authoritarian, including
the imprisonment of political opponents, political trials, preventive censorship,
banning of opposition parties and violating the constitution.28 While the notion of
controlling radio appealed to Piłsudski’s followers, it took them a while before
they became fully aware of its propaganda potential. It was only in 1930 that
Polish Radio built its new – and at that time the strongest in Europe – 120 kW
broadcasting station in Raszyn, provided by the Marconi Wireless Company, and
that the ruling party started to look for possibilities to influence program content.
By July 1935, 98% of the shares in Polish Radio had been acquired by the govern-
ment. As a result, Polish Radio became a state-governed medium with the major-
ity of staff sympathetic to the regime, and its long-standing director Chamiec was
dismissed from his position; shortly after this development, Chamiec was appointed
Vice-President of the International Broadcasting Union.29

During the 1930s, one of the major preoccupations of Polish radio magazines
was the ‘propaganda war’ on the air.30 Numerous commentators publicly
expressed their fears about the influence of Communist propaganda via radio, and,
following the National Socialist takeover in January 1933, German broadcasting
was looked to as a model for how Poland could develop both its radio industry
and state propaganda. On 12 October 1934, Poland and Germany signed an agree-
ment which echoed the spirit of an earlier non-aggression pact formulated in
January that year, which was supplemented by an agreement on moral disarma-
ment, aimed at stopping anti-Polish and anti-German propaganda in radio broad-
casting, the press, cinemas and theatres.31

During this period, Polish Radio demonstrated an ambiguous attitude towards
its German counterpart. On the one hand, Germany was sharply criticised for its
hostile attitude towards Poland, especially after 1938. For instance, the weekly
magazine Radio dla Wszystkich [Radio for Everyone] wrote in 1939 about provoca-
tive programs from the Gleiwitz station, among them ‘Schlesische Stunde’
(Reichssender Breslau), which repeatedly reported on the persecutions of Germans
living in Polish Silesia to its listeners.32 Yet, on the other hand, Nazi Germany was
perceived as a model for Poland due to its deployment of radio technology for political
purposes. Similar to the German ‘Peoples’ Receiver’ (Volksempf€anger), Polish Radio
launched a campaign for building a cheap valve receiver in 1938, which was considered
as means of further popularising radio among its citizens.33 In response, the Radio dla
Wszystkich magazine reported that this policy ‘would be executed with iron will until
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victory is achieved; that is the moment when a cheap and good popular receiver, similar
to the one used in German Reich, becomes available on the market.’34 Nonetheless,
when Germany started to develop network of wired radio, for instance in the Silesian
towns of Breslau and Oppeln (now Opole), the Polish radio press perceived this pro-
cess as an attempt at limiting the possibility for inhabitants to listen to non-German sta-
tions,35 with Radio dla Wszystkich reporting that ‘the grim shadow of the swastika
weighs heavily on German radio broadcasting’36.

In November 1938, Radio dla Wszystkich reported on the dismantling of
Czechoslovak radio broadcasting as a result of the Sudetenland annexation follow-
ing the Munich Agreement. In this process, Germany took over broadcasting sta-
tions including one near Ostrava, which started to operate in the air under the
name of Sch€onbrunn, with a programme mostly relayed from Breslau.37 In June
1939, the magazine informed its readers about appointment of new managers for
two stations taken from Czechoslovakia, namely Praha II and M�eln�ık, which from
that moment on were operated as Reichssender B€ohmen.38 The relatively cool
tone with which the magazine informed about German-Czechoslovak relations is
indicative of the complex relationship between Warsaw and Prague, given the
ongoing dispute over the region of Zaolzie, which was seized by the Czechs from
1919 onwards, when Poland was engaged in military battles with Soviet Russia
during the aftermath of World War I.

In October 1938, the Polish government took advantage of the fact that
Czechoslovakia had been weakened by the Munich Agreement and issued an ulti-
matum which eventually resulted in the Polish army crossing the border on the
Olza river. On the first page of Radio dla Wszystkich on 7 October 1938, an article
reported on the Polish occupation of Zaolzie, although, significantly the editors
omitted the fact that this was made possible thanks to the tacit concession of
National Socialist Germany. In this period, nearly every issue of the magazine
included articles about Polish Radio’s contribution to the process of restitution of
this region to Poland and strengthening its connection to the ‘Motherland’.39 The
rhetoric of these articles bears a strong resemblance to propagandistic texts pub-
lished after 1945 concerning the incorporation of Lower Silesia to Poland.
Moreover, almost all issues of the magazine included reports from Zaolzie, with
features on illegal reception of radio by Polish listeners40, the activities of pirate
stations in the region, or on the propaganda vans of Polish Radio that travelled to
Karwina (Karvin�a), Cieszyn (T�e�s�ın) and other smaller towns and villages to pro-
mote Polish culture to the inhabitants (Figure 5).41

However, it was not only the geopolitical situation but also the propaganda
war between Poland, Germany and Czechoslovakia taking place on the air before
1939 that weighed heavily on the neighbourly relations between their respective
radio broadcasters in the period following the end of WWII. Having annexed
Austria and the northern Czech regions of Bohemia and Moravia during 1938, and
the remaining part of Czech lands in March 1938, the regional influence of
Germany had expanded significantly across the entire southern border of Silesia.
By 1938, both short-wave and medium-wave radio from existing German stations
(Breslau, Berlin, K€onigsberg) started to expand their propaganda efforts towards
Poland, despite the non-aggression pact that the two countries had signed in 1934.
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Similarly, the German-controlled ‘Prag II’ transmitters in M�eln�ık, and Troppau-
Sch€onbrunn, established in today’s Ostrava in 1938, were positioned in a location
for which broadcasts could be made to the disputed Zaolzie region, which, after
the invasion of Poland, was annexed to Silesia, and placed under extensive terror
measures by German occupiers.

In the context of tense diplomatic relations between Poland and Germany,
radio in Silesia, therefore, represented an important component for the coordin-
ation of German propaganda towards Poland. The culmination of such tensions
was the faked ‘Polish attack’ on the Gleiwitz relay station on 31 August 1939,
which was used as a pretext for Germany to declare war on Poland the next
day.42 While a crucial site for sparking the outbreak of WWII, the Breslau station
experienced a declining geopolitical significance and propaganda role in the ensuing
period. Within the first half year of the war, the Breslau station had 64 staff mem-
bers recruited for military service, which was one-third of their total staff at that
time.43 Nonetheless, the context of the war drove up listener subscription num-
bers in the region, reported as reaching almost 900,000 licenses by March 1940.44

By June 1940, the German Radio Board (RRG) reorganised all of the regional sta-
tions, including Breslau, so that they would each relay a national programme from
Berlin, within which each regional station had a limited amount of airtime each
day. While the Breslau station building did undergo renovations, with a new,
state-of-the-art concert hall for 400 audience members unveiled in late 1942
(Figure 6), a former staff member has suggested that the station staff mainly
concentrated on the technical responsibilities in facilitating the relay of the national
programme from Berlin. The location of Silesia, at the far Eastern part of
Germany, meant that it had reduced exposure to Allied air attacks, and the
Breslau radio station continued its transmissions with few interruptions until the

Figure 5. Loudspeaker vans from Polish Radio promoting radio subscription.
Source: Radio dla Wszystkich, no. 3 (1938): 10.
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evacuation and siege of Breslau, which lasted from February to May 1945, with
the last transmission taking place in April 1945.

As a result of the decisions made at the Yalta Conference in February 1945,
Poland lost its Eastern Borderlands to the Soviet Union and gained ‘compensation’
in the form of the lands in the West, reaching the Odra and Neisse river lines,
which were the areas known in Polish Communist propaganda as the so-called
‘Recovered Territories.’ In order to promote ‘re-Polonisation,’ which was a
euphemistic term for Polish settlers taking over farms abandoned by forcibly dis-
placed Germans, the authorities mobilised all possible propaganda channels, with a
strong focus on radio, which, due to poor availability of newspapers, constituted
at that point the main source of news. Polish Radio continuously broadcast pro-
grammes such as ‘Jedziemy na Zach�od’ (We’re Going West) or a series titled
‘Ziemie Zachodnie i Odzyskane’ (Western and Recovered Territories), which pro-
moted settlement in these areas. However, the propaganda significance of radio
was first seriously deployed in the period leading up to the People’s Referendum
on 30 June 1946, during which the Polish Workers’ Party (PPR) tried to gauge
whether it was possible to achieve a satisfactory result without mass terror, but
with maximum use of persuasion tactics. The Democratic Bloc parties (allied with
PPR) attempted to persuade the public to respond with ‘yes’ to all referendum
questions, one of which concerned the preservation of Poland's borders on the
Baltic, Oder and Lusatian Neisse lines.45

Figure 6. The new large concert hall at the Reichssender Breslau station, launched in 1942, and still
intact today.
Source: ‘Der neue grosse Sendesaal im Reichssender Breslau.’ Welt-Rundfunk: Internationale Zeitschrift f€ur
Rundfunk und Fernsehen 6.6 (November/December 1942): 273.
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In turn, the ‘development’ of the Oder and Neisse regions, especially Lower
Silesia, was identified by Polish Radio as an issue with high priority. The recon-
struction of the radio station building in Wrocław and the expansion of the wired
radio network in the Lower Silesian villages were both reported as significant
events by the Polish Film Chronicle.46 If we turn to the Recovered Territories
Exhibition held from 21 July to 31 October 1948 in Wrocław, several dozen pavi-
lions were devoted to the achievements of the People’s Republic of Poland.

The Industry Pavilion included an exhibition space devoted to the radio engin-
eering sector, with a mock-up of a model working-class housing estate, embedded
in a network of domestic loudspeakers connected to a central public address sys-
tem, as one of its main attractions, along a display of various receivers (see
Figure 7). Such ‘reconstruction’ propaganda was extremely popular among for the
general public, since during the Second World War most of the broadcasting infra-
structure of Polish Radio had been destroyed, including the Warsaw I transmitter
in located in Raszyn, whose power had been raised to 600 kW in 1939, along with
the radio stations in Pozna�n, Ł�od�z, Katowice, Cracow, Toru�n, Vilnius, Lviv and
Baranavichy.47 At the end of World War II, all the Polish factories producing
broadcasting equipment, radio receivers and valves (e.g. Polskie Zakłady Marconi)
had been destroyed, and the number of radio receivers available in Poland was
very restricted, as these had been officially confiscated during the
German occupation.

Since the Polish radio industry was in ruins, between late May and early
June 1945, authorities sought to identify several of the least-damaged facilities
located in central Poland: Polskie Zakłady Philips S.A. in Warsaw, Zakład
Radiotechniczny Walewski in Cracow, ‘Centrala �Swiatła’ in Katowice, the
Szmidt company in Szopienice, Fabryka Gło�snik�ow we Wrze�sni, and the ‘Ika’

Figure 7. At the Regained Territories Exhibition held from 21 July to 31 October 1948 in Wrocław, the
Industry Pavilion (in the Berg Hall) housed an exhibition devoted to radio engineering sector (including radio
sets, loud speakers, amplifiers and rectifiers), Polish Press Agency.
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factory plant in Ł�od�z. The text of the PCNL (short for the Polish Committee
of National Liberation; Polish PKWN - Polski Komitet Wyzwolenia
Narodowego)48 decree of 22 November 1944 which established
PrzedsieRbiorstwo Pa�nstwowe ‘Polskie Radio’ (‘Polish Radio’ State Enterprise);
it focused mainly on technical and programming issues related to broadcasting,
and the task of rebuilding the radio infrastructure could be framed as falling
within the scope of ‘development of the radio network of the country and
introducing improvements and additions in line with the development of radio
technology.’49

During the first months of 1945, the authorities managed to open only two
factories in central Poland: the ‘Ika’ factory in Ł�od�z, which specialised in the pro-
duction of amplifiers, and Fabryka Gło�snik�ow we Wrze�sni. As these factories were
put into operation relatively quickly, it was possible to develop Poland’s radio net-
work by means of a wired public address system with loudspeakers.50 During the
first post-war months, the only working broadcasting station was the so-called
‘pszcz�ołka’ (little bee), a small field station donated by the Soviet Union, whose
radio signal covered the territory of Warsaw. Another technical problem that
needed to be resolved was the fact that, due to the lack of receivers, radio pro-
grammes were heard via street loudspeakers, and these transmissions consisted of
little more than a newspaper read out aloud in a faint voice, providing information
about military hostilities, which were still ongoing in some parts of the country.
Due to this situation, Polish Radio decided that technical improvements would be
their main focus, organising special operational groups whose task was to search
for radio equipment that had survived the war, and which could be used to launch
broadcasting stations and open the abovementioned factories for manufacturing
radio equipment. The first group went to Warsaw and Cracow as early as January
1945, and the shifting line of the front determined subsequent search areas.
However, this was not an easy task, because the retreating German troops had
employed a ‘scorched earth’ policy, and whatever they had not managed to destroy
or hide was later stolen or destroyed by the Red Army soldiers who plundered
the remaining factories and warehouses. In this process, any equipment Red Army
soldiers found was sent to the Soviet Union.51 In what follows, the analysis of
Polish Radio’s work in the first years after the war, it is necessary to examine pri-
mary archival sources, such as technical reports, maps of radio station coverage,
documentation from industrial factories or even preserved radio receivers, since
almost no actual radio recordings from that period are available today.

Polish radio and institutional looting in Silesia during 1945

On 9 May 1945, Polish officials, headed by the self-proclaimed ‘city president,’
Bolesław Drobner went ahead and ‘took over’ Breslau.52 Despite establishing a
Polish administration in the city, Poland did not yet have an internationally recog-
nised government, because the Provisional Government of National Unity was only
formed seven weeks later, and the official decision concerning the change of bor-
ders was not made before the Potsdam Conference in July 1945. Yet Polish Radio
did not intend to wait for the decisions made by the ‘Big Three’ (Soviet Russia,
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United Kingdom and United States) regarding Poland’s western border region.
Already on 13 April 1945, a Polish Radio expedition, including the Cracow Radio
station director Lieutenant Schorr and three technicians, set out from Cracow to
Wrocław. Even though Soviet authorities did not allow them to conduct a thor-
ough inspection of Wrocław’s radio station building, it was still possible to deter-
mine that the building and machines were intact, and the studios were well-
equipped with advanced technology.53

The haste with which Polish Radio sought to establish a foothold in Lower
Silesia was motivated by the fact that this area was a treasure trove for sourcing
radio technology. According to radio historian Alexander Badenoch, an estimated
80% of pre-1945 German radio plants had been located in the east, thus, consti-
tuting was a considerable problem for the post-war reconstruction of German
broadcasting; Silesia, therefore, represented a considerable opportunity for Polish
Radio.54 This large concentration of radio engineering plants in Silesia was in part
due to the fact that in 1943, many additional factories had been evacuated to the
region due to air raid attacks on Berlin and other industrial areas.55

In Dzier_zoni�ow (at that time known as Rychbach [Reichenbach]), for instance,
a textile factory was transformed into a radio equipment plant ‘Hagenuk’ (an acro-
nym for the Hanseatische Apparatebaugesellschaft, Neufeldt und Kuhnke56), which
had previously produced transmitters for German submarines during the war. In
Bielawa, a Telefunken factory was relocated to the town for the purposes of equip-
ment production (see Figure 8). In Jelenia G�ora, there was a plant named
‘Askania’ that had produced radio receivers, while in Duszniki Zdr�oj, the gramo-
phone manufacturing plant of Gebr€uder Scharf57, which had produced precision
parts for military devices during the war, including radars, and the Goldering radio
equipment factory, were both relocated to the main hall of the ‘Cinardy and Ross’
weaving mill.58 In addition, an almost-complete Telefunken radio engineering
laboratory was discovered after the war in Kowary (Krzy_zatka), which contained
such elements as transmitters for testing and creating radio valves, about 100 high-

Figure 8. The State Radio Valve Factory, opened in 1946 in the former Telefunken factory building,
Dzier_zoni�ow 1947. Source: PAP.
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value measuring instruments, and a complete valve laboratory. By using the mate-
rials discovered in these locations, it was possible to launch a broadcasting station
in Gliwice (formerly Gleiwitz) in October 1945. Additionally, warehouses full of
tools, parts and radio engineering equipment were found in Kro�sniewice
(Rankowo) near Jelenia G�ora, in Legnica (Lignica), Zakrzew, Kudowa and many
other surrounding towns.59

Lower Silesia also served as a potential source for radio receivers, which, after
the collapse of the siege of Breslau in early 1945, had been confiscated from the
city’s German population; indeed, dispossession and property seizure were an
inherent part of the forced population transfers, and ratified by the international
community during the Yalta Conference in February 1945.60 In the case of the
radio receivers, confiscations had admittedly occurred in exchange for confiscation
receipts, but with no serious hopes for their return. As Edmund Odorkiewicz,
who in July 1945 was the director of the radio station in Katowice, noted, ‘[The
Germans] tell us that we are bandits, but they were given receipts.’61

Odorkiewicz claimed that ‘for the sake of decency towards Poles, who during the
war could not listen to the radio directly and had to do it surreptitiously, under
the threat of death, we cannot reward those [Germans] who have legally possessed
radio receivers for [the past] five years.’62 However, the fact that Odorkiewicz
was reluctant to return the receivers also had a pragmatic dimension, since, as he
himself admitted, if Polish Radio was to return the seized property to its owners,
it would no longer have access to any receivers at all.

It, thus, perhaps comes as no surprise that Polish Radio eagerly began to con-
centrate on developing its operations in the so-called Recovered Territories and, as
reported in October 1945, the broadcaster soon gained ‘the reputation of one of the
worst looters,’ especially in the eyes of the new Wrocław President Bolesław
Drobner. Most eyewitness reports and written accounts about Lower Silesia during
the early post-war period are usually replete with references to the looting and disas-
sembling of factories by the Soviets. Nonetheless, as historian Gregor Thum writes:

In the western territories, [looting] became a mass phenomenon, an everyday
activity that not only criminals engaged in, but also upstanding people with the best
of intentions. It was a form of taking resources for living from publicly available
resources, a necessity of life, and at the same time a chance to get rich. 63

As Thum’s study shows, there were no clear-cut divisions between theft, loot-
ing and ‘obtaining’ goods at this time, since it involved everyone, including sol-
diers, bandits, new settlers, officials and the German population, who were all
fighting for their own survival.64 However, when talking about plundering of
German property, most documentation pays little attention to the looting legiti-
mised by institutions, even though it represented a significant part of this phenom-
enon. In the case of Polish Radio, the severity of the issue is evidenced by the fact
that between May and November 1945 not only was the Polish Radio representa-
tive in Lower Silesia replaced, but that radio authorities also conducted several
inspections as a means of controlling the behaviour of its own inspectors.

In a letter to Prime Minister Os�obka-Morawski of June 1945 concerning the
situation in Wrocław, Wilhelm Billig claimed that Lieutenant Szor had requested
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Wrocław President Drobner for permission to temporarily move some of the
equipment to Krak�ow, as the radio station did not have enough protection, but
Drobner categorically forbade this and claimed that what Polish Radio did was
looting.65 Similar Polish Radio expeditions were sent to Wrocław three more
times in April 1945, and the Operational Group lead by Captain Makowiecki was
sent to Lower Silesia, most likely in May 1945, with the aim of securing the radio
equipment and making the Wrocław radio station operational again. However,
according to Billig’s report, the efforts of his employees proved ineffective because
the Soviet authorities did not agree to hand over the radio station, even after
Polish Radio’s appeal to the staff of the first Ukrainian Front. Billig also wrote that
as a result of the ‘ill-advised prohibition levied by Drobner’, the most valuable
equipment from the Wrocław radio studios were partially destroyed or damaged.66

Although, it is not explicitly mentioned in the letter to the Prime Minister, it
seems that Billig blamed the soldiers on duty for the loss of equipment, but the
sources from this period show that everyone accused each other of misappropriat-
ing the equipment. To give an example, Captain Makowiecki was appointed to
make the radio station operational in 1945, but according to the documents, he
focused mainly on looting at the station building.67

In June 1945, Lieutenant J�ozef Makuła replaced Makowiecki as the Polish
Radio representative, which did not occur without complication, because
Makowiecki, sensing that his career was coming to an end, kept postponing the
transfer of power and ‘handed over the entire warehouse (in Legnica, where his
office was located – CB and JWC] to his employee, a radio technician, Mr.
Krzysztof Ko�smirski, who quickly got hold of a truck and raced home, most likely
to the village of Tumlin, located near Kielce. To avoid anyone seeing what he
took with him, Ko�smirski left at 5 am.’68 In the following months, Makuła also
struggled with the Wrocław Propaganda Office, whose employees allegedly seized
street loudspeakers and amplifiers, which had been installed in Wrocław prior to
the war by the Nazi German administration. Makuła wrote the following to the
Department of Security:

[A]head of our arrival the local Propaganda Office organised a special team
consisting of German technicians who collected and transported equipment
taken from the loudspeaker columns (… ) The Germans worked without the
supervision of a Polish professional and abused their authority as much as they
could. It is no wonder that so many amplifiers can be found on the open
market nowadays.69

However, Lieutenant Makuła was not held in high esteem by other employees,
which was described as ‘mainly due to the fact that (… ) during the German occu-
pation he initially worked for the German radio in Katowice [a relay station for
Breslau that had before 1939 been Polish Radio Katowice], then he was transferred
to Breslau, where he was a cashier, and after the occupation of Lviv by Germans
[in June 1941], he was transferred to the German radio station in Lviv, where he
worked until the city was taken over by the Red Army [in July 1944].’70

The subsequent recognition that something was going wrong is suggested by
the decision by Polish Radio, in September 1945, to send Inspector Leon
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Retma�nski to Lower Silesia to check on Makuła. Retma�nski, an experienced
employee from Pozna�n who had been qualified radio technician before the war,
had been travelling around the north-western part of the country in search of radio
equipment since April 1945. Soon after his arrival, Retma�nski realised that Makuła
was not suited to the job as Polish Radio’s representative, because he did not con-
trol his subordinates in the field, and the only trip he took was to Kudowa
(located almost 200 kilometres away from Wrocław), where he went to get a
motor vehicle for his own purposes, without stopping anywhere along the way.71

Retma�nski, a resourceful and creative man, whose reports on his business trips and
inspections were characterised by a large degree of self-reflection and a flowery
style of writing, was also not free of all doubts:

When it comes to taking valves from the laboratory in Krzy_zatka, even though
I realised that it was rather unethical, I took into account the Resolution of
the Council of Ministers of 26 June of [1945], which in its last point, obliges
the [Polish Radio] Directorate to take all steps to make the radio station in
Wrocław operational as quickly as possible, and thus, I was forced to transfer
the valves and the valuable and important frequency-counter-oscillator, which
is of high value and importance to our radio, to Gliwice.72

It is difficult to say why Retma�nski decided to take his equipment to Gliwice,
perhaps he was afraid that it would be looted by the Soviet army and decided it
would be safer there, although, it would have been useful where it was. However,
in order not to characterise Retma�nski into a solely righteous man, one more frag-
ment from a report from the inspection that took place in October and November
1945 should suffice: ‘In Krzy_zatka, Retma�nski took a small gauge film camera,
various very valuable technical books, as well as workshop instruments and sliders.
In Chorz�ow, Retma�nski took out valves from radios. The opinion on Mr.
Retma�nski and his activities in Lower Silesia is very low.’73

Although, looting was rather a common practice, it remains difficult to esti-
mate the scale on which the Polish Radio employees were involved in stealing
radio engineering equipment. Accusations of illegitimate misappropriation of the
former German property constituted, like the accusation of collaboration with the
Nazis or of favouring employees of German descent, a tool to slander one’s oppo-
nents in the struggle for influence. In the report Stanisław Leszczy�nski, the
Wrocław radio station director, summarised the first period of Polish Radio’s
activity in Wrocław between April 1945 and May 1948 as follows:

The state in which I found the Directorate of Wrocław was (… )
disastrous, both in terms of organisation, and in terms of administration
and programmes. There were many reasons for this – the period of
looting, exploitation carried out by the expelled collaborator, Lieutenant
Makuła, and the activity of the former representative, and later the Vice
Director, Mr. Głowacki and some of his employees, whose actions were
not much less damaging than those of Lt. Makuła. The dismissal of Mr.
Głowacki and several other employees suspected of being German
(inspection of Director Młynarski and Director Leszczy�nski in May 1947),
and the appointment of Director [Juliusza] Petry to the position of the
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District Director cleared the atmosphere a bit (… ), but [Retma�nski] did
not live up to the task which he had been entrusted to him.74

The conclusions of the inspection mentioned in the report led to the dismissal
of the last German employees of Polish Radio in 1947–48. In what follows, we
will now turn back to the process of establishing radio infrastructures and how the
new radio order and transmission capabilities were visualised.

Regaining the airwaves in Europe

Two maps, surviving from the early post-war period and drawn up by the Polish
Radio chief engineer Władysław RabeRcki, which present the state of Polish broad-
casting with the country’s borders at that time. The first, from June 1945, presents
the range of existing and planned broadcasting stations, the construction of which
was to be completed by 1947 (see Figure 9). Both are typical maps which take into
account the amplitude of the radio waves and the power of the transmitter to deter-
mine the areas where the individual stations can be received without interferences

Figure 9. Map from April 1945 representing the range of existing and planned broadcasting stations, the
construction of which was to be completed by 1947.
Source: ADA.

Historical Journal of Film, Radio and Television 457



and mark them with circles. It is worth noting that the Wrocław radio station is not
listed on this map, because the radio network was supposed to be developed in
Lower Silesia by means of a high-power station in Pozna�n, which was to cover the
Western Territories. The station in Wrocław appears only on the map from
October 1945, that is, after the arrangements of the Potsdam Conference, which
might not have brought final decisions, but did result in decisive statements regard-
ing the shape of the borders75 (see Figure 10). It was only after these declarations
were made that Polish Radio decided to make such large investments in the recon-
struction of the mast and installation of a transmitter at its top.76 This is significant,
we suggest, since, until that point, Lower Silesia was treated as a reservoir of equip-
ment that could be used, if necessary, to renovate and launch ‘Polish’ broadcasting
stations, including the one in Gliwice (formerly Gleiwitz).

The other map from this period shows that Lower Silesia was covered with a
fairly dense network of radio stations, which gives the impression that the recep-
tion of the radio in this area was at a fairly good level (Figure 11). In theory, pub-
lic address systems were tasked with relaying radio programmes from Warsaw or

Figure 10. Map from October 1945 representing the range of existing and planned broadcasting stations,
the construction of which was to be completed by 1947, with the inclusion of the Wrocław radio station
visible in the detail.
Source: ADA.
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other cities. However, at that time, Wrocław was not yet connected by cable to
Warsaw, and, therefore, it was necessary to ‘catch’ the broadcast signals from the
Raszyn, Pozna�n or Katowice transmitters, and then re-transmit them via public
loudspeakers. Thus, these maps were only general models, imperfect representa-
tions of the propagation of radio waves in the ionosphere and troposphere on the
contour map, which did not reflect the specific topography of the terrain, its
mountainous shape and the presence of other sources of signal disturbance such as
large industrial plants and tram systems, or other broadcasting stations in the area.

In order to take a broader perspective on Silesian radio in the Central-European
frame, it’s worth noting that employees in Wrocław and at other Polish radio stations
complained, for example, that often the only radio transmissions audible to listeners
was Radio Prague whose programme was being re-transmitted close to the border; here
musical content was prioritised, and great care was made that the spoken announce-
ments in Czech did not reach Silesian listeners.77 Interference from various German sta-
tions also posed a problem, as radio transmitters were rebuilt in all four occupation
zones almost immediately after the end of the war.78 A report from the inspection
which took place in October and November 1945, reads as follows:

The reception of the [Polish] Raszyn signal is prevented in [Silesian] areas by
[Radio] Stuttgart, only German and Czech stations can be broadcast; in Lower
Silesia, which is almost completely Germanised, the Polish element is relatively
insignificant and completely devoid of access to the Polish language – there is a
notorious lack of newspapers, and those newspapers which are available, arrive
with a delay of several days, so the radio should fulfil a particularly important
role as the only agent of re-Polonisation of these areas at this time. The radio
station does not have any records, not even recordings of the Polish anthem.79

Figure 11. Map representing the wired radio network in Silesia. Date unknown.
Source: ADA.
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Radio Stuttgart was particularly troublesome: it had begun its transmission in
June 1945 on a frequency that was unlawful, and subsequently necessarily taken
over by Polish Radio’s rebuilt Raszyn radio station near Warsaw, since the technical
parameters of its transmitter changed and the station could no longer broadcast on
the pre-war frequency allocated to it by the International Radio Union.80 An add-
itional explanation for why the decision on construction of the broadcast station in
Wrocław occurred can be attributed, therefore, in part to the fact that the Stuttgart
radio broadcast a speech by US Secretary of State James Byrnes, on 6 September
1945, which questioned the decision to allocate the so-called Recovered Territories
to Poland.81 A related, ongoing concern in this context of Polish anxiety over terri-
torial borders was the longer history of Polish-Czech competition over Zaolzie,
which after World War II had come under Czechoslovak control.

Such concerns were articulated in the post-war radio press, as evidenced by the first
issue of the Radio i �Swiat programme magazine, published on 22 July 1945, in which the
author Jan Feliks (most like a pseudonym) described Germans as a ‘despicable and dis-
graced tribe,’ now temporarily stunned by the blast of history and docile, but, in their
hearts, still hostile, ‘invariably panting with hatred for us (… ) [that was] perpetuated
over millennia.’82 These comments are consistent with the dominant narrative articu-
lated on the radio and in the press, which emphasised German guilt and animosity
towards Poles. This also accounts for the strong negative reaction of the general public
to the fact that the Allies were rebuilding radio stations in Germany at a time when
Poland could not count on having looted radio receivers or destroyed radio equipment
returned from Germany as war reparations.83 Radio i �Swiat, for instance, reported on
the Allies’ decision to rebuild Germany’s radio engineering industry and the decision by
the American Military Government of Germany to relocate a modern transmitter to
Frankfurt am Main, which had been in use in Luxemburg during the war (Figure 12). In
response, Polish Radio felt that it would soon be left behind in the transnational race –
in the European space – to rebuild national radio networks.84

For this analysis, we choose to focus on how efforts to rebuild radio stations in
Silesia and the other Western territories took shape with the aid of pre-existing infra-
structures and facilities, with perhaps the most significant factor being that Wrocław
already had a modern radio building, which had received a substantial renovation and
upgrade in 1942 (see Figure 6). Even though the building had suffered during the siege
in early 1945 and afterwards, according to an inventory made in 1946, it had 280
rooms and a large concert hall that could seat several hundred people, and therefore,
its renovation was seen as a good investment.85 The pre-war transmission station was
located in _Z�orawina, near Wrocław, where in September 1946 the weak transmitter of
a military telegraph radio was installed on a wooden mast (later transformed into an
audio transmitter) (Figure 13).86

Polish Radio was well aware of the importance of the Wrocław radio station,
with correspondence in October 1946 noting it as ‘one of the largest radio complexes
in Europe.’87 In the following year, a modern British transmitter was installed, and
the Wrocław radio building was renovated to be inaugurated on 16 November 1947
(Figure 14).88 During the opening of the radio station, Polish President Bolesław
Bierut (see Figure 15) gave a speech underscoring the significance of the reop-
ened station:
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Figure 12. Front page of the Radio I Swiat magazine from April 1946 presenting front pages of different
newspapers and journals demanding Germany to return of looted radio sets, and a photo depicting a stock
pile of looted junk radio receivers.
Source: Radio i �Swiat, no. 15, 1946.
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The fact that our Recovered Territories gain a station of such power, that it
arises as a new cultural achievement of Wrocław, a city which is rebuilding
itself from rubbles, makes this serious accomplishment of Polish Radio
particularly important. This is undoubtedly our new cultural heritage,
important for the whole nation. Today, radio is becoming an increasingly
invaluable instrument in the development and dissemination of culture.89

This statement is indicative of not only the significance attributed to radio by
the newly established Communist government in the early post-war era, but also

Figure 13. The Polish Radio transmitter in _Z�orawina, January 1, 1946.
Source: PAP.

Figure 14. The Polish Radio Wrocław broadcasting station on the day of station’s inauguration, 16
November 1947.
Source: PAP.
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the strong awareness that Lower Silesia, as a highly industrialized region, would
play a crucial role in Poland’s post-war reconstruction process. Although, the
Resolution of the Council of Ministers from June 1945 stressed the importance of
launching the Wrocław radio station for linking the ‘Recovered Territories’ with
the ‘Motherland,’ it should be emphasised that it was actually only the fourth
Polish radio station to be launched in the recovered Western Territories, since the

Figure 15. Polish President Bolesław Bierut (in the centre) during the inauguration of Polish Radio
Wrocław, speaking in the renovated Music Hall, 16 November 1947. Behind him is standing Grzegorz
Fitelberg with the Great Orchestra of Polish Radio.
Source: PAP.
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stations in Gliwice (previously Gleiwitz), Gda�nsk (previously Danzig) and even
Szczecin (previously Stettin), where before the war there was no such type of
radio facility, were all launched earlier.

Remaking Silesian (radio) culture

According to Akhil Gupta and James Ferguson, ‘representations of space in the social
sciences are remarkably dependent on images of break, rupture, and disjunction’90,
which is exemplified by maps showing the borders of individual countries. We perceive
the boundaries between individual societies and cultures, as something that separates
them, and something whose removal would result in creation of conflicts. Lower
Silesia, which after the war was a place of unprecedented population movements, where
within a three-year period between 1945 and 1948, the ethnic composition of Silesia
changed almost completely, was presented by the official propaganda as a battlefield
between the German and Polish populations. A strong sense of being in the presence of
otherness dominated over the experience of both the new settlers and existing inhabi-
tants who came in contact with the new arrivals.91

However, it is more productive to consider this period not in terms of breaks, but
rather multiple and diverse connections between the various cultural groups in the area.
From this standpoint, it can be seen that a new kind of culture was created in Lower
Silesia after the war, which was based on the struggle for survival and efforts to generate
paid employment. While such processes can be observed in various sites of sociality and
participation, we focus here on communication and cultural exchange between
Germans, Poles, Jews and soldiers of the Red Army who, whether effectively or not,
were all involved in some way with the reconstruction of radio in Lower Silesia. It is
crucial that historical analysis takes the dynamics of these cultural contacts into account,
since they have left their mark on how the process of re-making of radio broadcasting
took shape in Silesia. It would seem that this process took place on two levels: on the
one hand, in the form of interpersonal relations between existing residents and new set-
tlers, and, on the other hand, through the assimilation of pre-existing material objects
connected to radio culture.

The displacement of German citizens was spread over a period of several
years, also partly since some of those who remained in service were highly special-
ised professionals, without whom the administration, as well as municipal compa-
nies and factories could not operate. Therefore, these highly skilled Germans were
issued certificates with various categories that indicated their suitability for work
and this, in turn, determined the phases in which the expulsion of Germans took
place.92 Similarly, at the Wrocław radio station, the last German employees were
dismissed only in May 1947, ‘with the exception of two specialists who have to
temporarily remain to ensure the normal operation of the station.’93 Ethnic
Germans were also employed in radio equipment factories and on the farms that
supplied these factories’ canteens with food.

The attitude of the Polish Radio organisation towards their German employees
was largely in keeping with the policy of the central authorities; the consensus was
that Germans should be removed from service as soon as possible, but as long as
their labour was deemed necessary, it should be ensured that they had sufficient
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food supplies to survive.94 The same commission encountered a similar case in
Szklarska PoreRba (previously Schreiberhau), where Germans were employed to
renovate four villas, and, since there were no funds to pay them salaries, ‘they
were provided food at a local restaurant.’95 Both situations can be viewed from
the perspective of an institution that had strictly forbidden such occurrences, but
these examples are suggestive of at least some basic level of solidarity between the
employees of Polish and German origins.

There were many more similar examples of insubordination involving cooper-
ation with the Germans, especially among the managers of smaller radio stations,
who, working far away from Wrocław, had a relatively high amount of freedom
on a daily basis. For instance, in the smaller town of �Swidnica in 1945, ‘the head
of the Radio Station employ[ed] several Germans to repair the radio receivers, as
well as his own sister, in a shop.’96 Moreover, a similar situation took place in
Kudowa Zdr�oj, where the head of the station, Mr. Bie_zanowski, ‘issued, without
any grounds, certificates confirming the permanent employment by Polish Radio of
Adolf Lakwencow, a Czech, and Erich Richter, a German.’97 This Polish-German
business consisted in repairing radio receivers in the building of the radio station
and then lending them to local schools and workplace common rooms for a fee.
Such forms of cooperation could be still found in 1946. A notification was sent to
the Citizens' Militia in July 1946, reporting that the mayor of Srebrna G�ora had
taken over the premises of Production Plant no. 21, where he ‘established a

Figure 16. Front and back pages of G€unther Hintze’s Fabrikation Technischer Artikel inventory forma,
repurposed as a notebook for a stock inventory.
Source: APWK/596, Archiwum Pa�nstwowe we Wrocławiu/o. Kamieniec Ząbkowicki.

Historical Journal of Film, Radio and Television 465



reparation workshop for radio receivers with the factory’s former owner, a
German named [G€unther Hintze]98 who was also accused of stealing the specifica-
tions of valves and the German technical library during the transfer of the radio
equipment from his own production line to Pa�nstwowa Fabryka Odbiornik�ow
Radiowych (State Radio Receiver Factory) in Dzier_zoni�ow.

In this case, of Production Plant no. 21, it is also significant to take note of
the materiality of the preserved documents (see Figure 16), because quite fre-
quently, due to the lack of paper, German documents or forms were overwritten
or reused. This palimpsestic structure also applies to other documents, such as col-
lections of German technical drawings from the German period, or buildings
renamed by Poles, such as the aforementioned villa Fremdenheim Immergr€un in
Szklarska PoreRba, which, after its takeover by Polish Radio, was renamed as
‘Raszyn.’ Radio receivers also constitute evidence of the interception and re-mak-
ing of German material culture by Poles, and, if we treat them as cultural texts,
they also turn out to have a palimpsestic structure. When in November 1945 a
four-person group led by the engineer Kiesewetter arrived at the future radio
receiver factory in Dzier_zoni�ow, all buildings were ruined and the machines and
equipment had been taken away, which is why the first radio receivers released
through Polish production, i.e. the so-called ‘Pionier’ [Pioneer] models, were

Figure 17. Radio set ‘Ludowe’.
Source: Muzeum Miejskie w Dzier_zoniowie.
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manufactured only three years later. This was the amount of time needed to reno-
vate the factory, transfer machines to the factory from the so-called post-German
inventories, train the staff, prepare a new receiver design and implement its pro-
duction. At the end of 1945, the radio valve and receiver factory staff consisted of
only 11 people and it constituted, in fact, a reparation workshop that had previ-
ously repaired approximately ten thousand People’s Receivers (Volksempf€anger)
brought to Dzier_zoni�ow during World War II. These receivers were the German
DKE38 model, on which the Reichsadler eagle emblem with a swastika was dis-
played above the tuning scale. In this reworked version, the eagle and swastika
symbols were removed, but nevertheless the ‘people's receivers’ were colloquially
known in Polish as ‘hitlerki’ (little Hitlers) (see Figure 17). The subsequent radio
receiver model produced in Dzier_zoni�ow was ‘Srebrny Ton’ (Silver Tone) which
was also created on the basis of the parts of the ‘Nora Graz GW79’ receiver, and
equipped with Telefunken loudspeakers.99

The cross-cultural picture of radio at this time becomes even more compli-
cated if we examine archival photos taken at the receiver repair workshop run by
the Jewish Creativity Development Society (‘ORT’). At the initiative of the
Zionist leader, Jakub Egit, Dzier_zoni�ow, like many other towns in Lower Silesia,
became a destination for Jewish Holocaust survivors and returnees (e.g. from the
Soviet Union), and which, by the middle of 1946, numbered 12,000 people.100

The Jewish community council in Dzier_zoni�ow was very active: there were 16
Jewish cooperatives in the town, including those offering services of tailors, shoe-
makers and electricians, and 127 jobs. The Creativity Development Society
(‘ORT’) organised vocational courses that facilitated the Jewish population in gain-
ing vocational skills. In turn, this made it possible for Jewish trainees to find
employment in factories, which had begun to open. To give an example, a photo
from 1947, which was made in the building at 30 �Swidnicka Street, shows a group
of young people, attending a radio technology course, during which they focus on

Figure 18. Young Jewish men repairing radio sets during vocational course organized by the ‘ORT’,
Dzier_zoni�ow 1947.
Source: PAP.
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disassembling German radio receivers (See Figure 18). Many of the graduates of
these courses went to work in the newly opened factories for producing radio
receivers and valves.

This final part, which has closed with the multiple forms of exchange and con-
tact, has been discussed in order to offer a more nuanced understanding of Polish,
Russian, German and Jewish relations in the period until 1948. We finish with these
examples as a way to point to the multiple conditions under which a radio culture
previously designated as ‘German’ was remade in the context of a post-1945
Poland. Across this article, we’ve sought to challenge the ‘divided’ history of a pre
and post-1945 radio culture in Silesia, and in Breslau/Wrocław specifically. In treat-
ing the case of radio in Silesia, we have highlighted (trans)regional and (trans)national
perspectives, taking into account questions of Silesia’s geopolitical significance, and
offering Polish, German and Czech(oslovak) historiographic perspectives, as well as
larger frameworks of international diplomacy, border disputes, military occupations,
population transfers and looting. Our effort, in this final part, to highlight the rela-
tions between Polish, Russian, German and Jewish populations is not to perform any
exoneration of this past, but rather take note of the complexities of historical period-
isation in Silesia in the first years following 1945; this analysis has attended to the
ways in which the remains of a German radio industry, technical expertise and
material culture were variously re-worked in the post-1945 period. Against this
background of a rich, ‘entangled’ media history, we identify the necessity for a
more integrated, comparative research agenda on radio in Central Europe before,
during and after World War II.101 We see this study of media histories in a border-
lands region as contributing to an emergent conversation about (post)colonial and
(post)socialist perspectives on Central and Eastern European media cultures, and we
hope that radio studies scholarship will develop further insights on the ways in which
radio in mid-century Europe can be productively understood in this vein.102 The
present case study, we hope, serves as an impetus to reconsider the significance of
transnational radio in twentieth-century Europe, particularly those marginalised
within nationally framed radio historiographies.
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Polish Press Agency, Archiwum Dokumentacji Aktowej, Telewizja Polska S. A.,
and the Dzier_zoni�ow Town Museum. Joanna Walewska-Choptiany’s research for
this article was financed by the Polish National Science Centre as a part of a
research project entitled ‘Radio on the Leash: Radio-Engineering Industry,

468 Carolyn Birdsall and Joanna Walewska-Choptiany



Institutions, and Listeners’ Practices in the People’s Republic of Poland (no.
2016/20/S/HS2/00070).

Disclosure statement

No potential conflict of interest was reported by the authors.

ORCID

Carolyn Birdsall http://orcid.org/0000-0001-9870-3035
Joanna Walewska-Choptiany http://orcid.org/0000-0003-1767-1890

Notes

1. For example, e.g. Andreas Fickers, ‘Broadcasting’, in The Palgrave Dictionary of
Transnational History, ed. Akira Iriye and Pierre-Yves Saunier (New York:
Palgrave, 2009), 106–8, here 107; Michele Hilmes, Network Nations: A
Transnational History of British and American Broadcasting (New York: Routledge,
2011); Marie Gillespie and Alban Webb, eds., Diasporas and Diplomacy:
Cosmopolitan Contact Zones at the BBC World Service (1932–2012) (London:
Routledge, 2013).

2. See Alasdair Pinkerton and Klaus Dodds, ‘Radio Geopolitics: Broadcasting,
Listening and the Struggle for Acoustic Spaces’, Progress in Human Geography 33,
no. 1 (2009): 10–27.

3. See Michael Curtin, ‘Media Capital: Towards the Study of Spatial
Flows’, International Journal of Cultural Studies 6, no. 2 (2003): 202–28;
Christoph Classen, ‘Introduction: Transnational Broadcasting in Europe
1945–1990, Challenges, Concepts, and Preliminary Findings’, SPIEL 2, no. 1
(2016): 7–22; Staffan Ericson and Kristina Riegert, eds., Media Houses:
Architecture, Media and the Production of Centrality (New York: Peter Lang, 2010).

4. See, for instance, Golo F€ollmer and Alec Badenoch, eds., Transnationalizing
Radio Research: New Approaches to an Old Medium (Bielefeld: Transcript, 2018); Ib
Bondebjerg, ‘Scandinavian media histories: A Comparative Study’, Nordicom
Review 23, no. 1–2 (2002): 61–79; Dwayne R. Winseck and Robert M. Pike,
Communication and Empire: Media, Markets, and Globalization, 1860–1930 (Durham
and London: Duke University Press, 2007); Aitor Anduaga, Wireless and Empire:
Geopolitics, Radio Industry and Ionosphere in the British Empire, 1918–1939
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2009); Suzanne Lommers, Europe - On Air:
Interwar Projects for Radio Broadcasting (Amsterdam: Amsterdam University
Press, 2013).

5. Michele Hilmes, ‘Entangled Media Histories: A Response’, Media History 23,
no. 1 (2017): 142–14, here 142.
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nas z ukrycia…’, Radio dla Wszystkich, no. 2 (1938): 1.
41. See, for instance, ‘Wozy propagandowe Polskiego Radia na Zaolziu’, Radio dla

Wszystkich, no. 4 (1938): 3.
42. See, for instance, Rainer Pinkau and Hans Weber, Geheimsender: Schwarzsender,

Propagandasender, Untergrundsender, Clandestines und Target Radios (Baden-Baden:
Siebel, 2004), 27. Heinz Rudolf Fritsche, ‘Nationalsozialismus und Widerstand
im Schlesischen Rundfunk’ , in Nationalsozialismus und Widerstand in Schlesien,
ed. Lothar Bossle et al. (Sigmaringen: Jan Thorbecke Verlag, 1989), 121–36,
here 135.

43. Heinz Rudolf Fritsche, ‘Nationalsozialismus und Widerstand im Schlesischen
Rundfunk’, in Nationalsozialismus und Widerstand in Schlesien, ed. Lothar
Bossle et al. (Sigmaringen: Jan Thorbecke Verlag, 1989), 136.

44. See Folder 2 (X.40.II, 1.5.39-30.9.40), X40: Rundfunk, Programme, Kritiken.
Kolekcja Wycink�ow Prasowych Dawnego Archiwum Miejskiego we Wrocławiu.

45. The opposition parties encouraged people to vote ‘no’ in response to the first
question regarding the abolition of the Senate. According to official, falsified results,
91% of respondents voted ‘yes’ in response to the third question concerning the
borders, while in fact, this demand was supported by 67% of voters. Despite the
fact that the real result was much smaller than reported, it was claimed that this
postulate enjoyed the greatest social support out of all three, although, in practice it
meant not only incorporating the Western territories into Poland, but also
relinquishing the right to the eastern territories to the Soviet Union. Therefore, it
seems that the propaganda campaign of Polish Radio and the press was successful.
For more about the Polish Radio programmes of the referendum period, see:
Archiwum Dokumentacji Aktowej, O�srodek Dokumentacji i Zbior�ow
Programowych TVP S.A. w Warszawie (ADA), 85/12/1.

46. For example: Przed Kongresem Zjednoczeniowym SL i PSL. Gil�ow. Radiofonizacja
szkoły we wsi Gil�ow na Dolnym �Sląsku, Polska Kronika Filmowa (PKF)
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