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Profiles 

Samantha Bee (1969-) 

Samantha Bee is a Canadian American comedian, actress, television personality, 

and political commentator. Born in 1969 in Toronto, Canada, Bee grew up mostly 

with her grandmother after her parents divorced when she was an infant. Growing 

up in the 1970s, she watched the shows of many successful female comedians, 

such as Carol Burnett, Catherine O'Hara, and Andrea Martin. After one year of 

study at McGill University, Bee transferred to the University of Ottawa. While 

there, she took her first classes in drama and theater, which would be the first steps 

toward her future career. She worked as a waitress in Toronto while doing com­

mercials and voice-over jobs, including a stint as the title character of a children's 

theater rendition of the Japanese manga series Sailor Moon. 

In those Toronto years, she also cofounded an all-female sketch comedy troupe 
called The Atomic Fireballs. The group was named after a particular kind of 

candy and is where Bee met Allana Harkin, who later would be a producer of, and 

a correspondent on, the show Full Frontal with Samantha Bee. Two years into her 

membership on The Atomic Fireballs, the group was known for their theatrical 

skills and the polished quality of their sketches. When interviewed about the ori­

gins of the group, the members noted that when looking at sketch comedy, they 

saw female comedians being typecast over and over again. The years with the 

Fireballs gave Bee an opportunity to hone her comedic timing and writing skills, 

which would eventually lead to more opportunities, including an audition for The 

Daily Show with Jon Stewart. 

THE DAILY SHOW YEARS AND OTHER PROJECTS 

Following the small amount of fame she gained with The Atomic Fireballs, rep­

resentatives of The Daily Show with Jon Stewart invited Bee for an audition as a 

correspondent on their show in the spring of 2003. Her run on The Daily Show 

was the longest of any correspondent during Jon Stewart's time as host. Bee's 

Canadian origins gave her a unique perspective on the strange American political 

customs and events she was assigned to cover. She worked directly in the field, 

crafting consistently humorous and cynical commentary. In the episode of April 

30, 2015, Jon Stewart and his team prepared a special "Goodbye" episode for Bee 

with some of her highlights at The Daily Show. 
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