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In school, children are expected to listen, work, and concentrate. Yet, some children show a preference
for playing, talking with others, daydreaming and other activities that clearly do not rhyme with
good-learning behaviour. About 20% of the children shows school disengagement (Wilms, 2003), causing
negative outcomes for pupils (e.g., poor academic performance), but also challenging situations for
teachers (Fredericks, Blumenfeld, & Paris, 2004). There are multiple influences on children's engagement,
including child, teacher, and family factors and the solution to disengagement therefore seems to imply
consideration of these three sources.

In Are We Listening, Making Sense of Classroom Behaviour with Pupils and Parents, Ravet discusses a
study with which she aimed to gain insights into the perceptions of teachers, parents and children with
respect to disengagement. In the study, named "Sommerville Study," ten disengaging children, their
parents and five teachers were asked as informants for this purpose. By presenting the results of the
Sommerville Study, Ravet successfully tries to replace the classical approach to disengagement
(punishment of bad behaviour, rewards for good behaviour), with a more advanced approach that
incorporates the multiple perspectives of children, teachers, and parents.

Ravet starts with an introduction to the topic of disengagement in the classroom, followed by a more
in-depth description of disengagement described by the perceptions that teachers, parents and children
have of disengagement behaviour, the feelings of the child, and the causes of the disengagement. Each of
these perceptions (i.e., child, teacher, and parent perspectives) are further analysed and discussed in
separate chapters and then integrated to come to an approach that emphasises awareness of all
perspectives and collaboration in order to positively change the level of engagement in the child. In the
final chapter, Ravet addresses potential obstacles and how they can be overcome in order to adopt the
preferred inter-subjective approach.

It is impressive how Ravet convinces the reader of her message that multiple perspectives should be taken
into account without giving the feeling that any of these perspectives is the true one or even that one
perspective is better than another. Whereas the teacher perspective is the one many readers will be most
familiar with, the child perspective and the parent perspective (that incorporates elements that reflect both
teacher and child perceptions) are described in a clear and imaginable way. Most interestingly in this
respect is the discrepancy between the teacher and the child in their explanations of disengagement.
Whereas children often say they wish to find relief from uncomfortable learning experiences and feelings
and try to find a way to have fun; teachers seem to think that self-factors, such as deficits in the child,
explain the disengagement behaviour. By describing discrepancies such as these, Ravet makes it
understandable why the measures taken by teachers do not always have sufficient effects.

The book as such is informative and convincing. By illustrating the text with many examples of real
classroom situations, Ravet provides the reader with an "engaging" story. It is impressive how she
analyses and discusses the findings from the Sommerville study. We do, however, have to keep in mind
that the findings derive from only ten eight to nine year old children and their parents and even fewer
teachers. In addition, the Sommerville study took place in a small town in northeast Scotland (thus not be
confused with the 40 year longitudinal study by Snarey & Vaillant published in 1985 that was about the
relationship between IQ and life success in 450 boys growing up in Somerville, MA). The reader should,
therefore, be aware of the limitations with respect to generalizability of the findings. Children's
perspectives, for instance, may be less self-reflective at younger ages and child-disengagement may be
even more difficult to handle in larger cities than in small towns, depending on factors such as classroom
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size. The book nevertheless is helpful in providing a more advanced approach to child disengagement that
could help tackling the problem.

For whom might this book be interesting to read? The book, with all its examples and explanations, is very
easy readable. It is suitable for school psychologists, teachers, and even parents who are worried about
school disengagement in their child. For scientists studying the topic of school disengagement, the book is
interesting as well. Scientists, however, will probably be more reticent in accepting all conclusions
presented in the book, as many important descriptions of the methods used in the study are not (clearly)
described. For them, the book may be a stimulation for further research into this interesting topic.
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