UNIVERSITY OF AMSTERDAM
X

UvA-DARE (Digital Academic Repository)

An introduction: multiple cultures and multiplex citizenships in the ABC-islands
and beyond

Geschiere, P.; Allen, R.M.

Publication date
2012

Document Version
Final published version

Published in

Proceedings of the ECICC-conference Guyana 2001. - Vol. 1: Multiplex cultures and
citizenships: multiple perspectives on language, literature, education and society in the ABC-
Islands and beyond

Link to publication

Citation for published version (APA):

Geschiere, P., & Allen, R. M. (2012). An introduction: multiple cultures and multiplex
citizenships in the ABC-islands and beyond. In N. Faraclas, R. Severing, C. Weijer, & E.
Echteld (Eds.), Proceedings of the ECICC-conference Guyana 2001. - Vol. 1: Multiplex
cultures and citizenships: multiple perspectives on language, literature, education and society
in the ABC-Islands and beyond (pp. 13-15). Fundashon pa Planifikashon di Idioma (FPI) /
University of the Netherlands Antilles (UNA).

General rights

It is not permitted to download or to forward/distribute the text or part of it without the consent of the author(s)
and/or copyright holder(s), other than for strictly personal, individual use, unless the work is under an open
content license (like Creative Commons).

Disclaimer/Complaints regulations

If you believe that digital publication of certain material infringes any of your rights or (privacy) interests, please
let the Library know, stating your reasons. In case of a legitimate complaint, the Library will make the material
inaccessible and/or remove it from the website. Please Ask the Library: https://uba.uva.nl/en/contact, or a letter
to: Library of the University of Amsterdam, Secretariat, Singel 425, 1012 WP Amsterdam, The Netherlands. You
Wikl 162 BB rt acted @ suondds gfeséilale of the University of Amsterdam (htips.//dare.uva.ni)

Download date:09 Mar 2023


https://dare.uva.nl/personal/pure/en/publications/an-introduction-multiple-cultures-and-multiplex-citizenships-in-the-abcislands-and-beyond(79b39259-ec79-4e4a-958b-7cf122d75e36).html

A g

o
LS et}

PETER

£ac.

P

i

C

§ are 4deve

S

(eIt




14

. adeveloped state of mind, in the sense of a ‘cultured’ person;

o aworldview and a set of lifeways, in the sense of the ‘culture’ of a people;

3. the means by which such 2 worldview and such lifeways are creatively
expressed, with particular reference © the arts and human inteliectual
work; and/or

4. a signifying sysiem through which a social order is communicated,

reproduced, experienced and explored.
A fifth, more recent dimension may be added, based om the concept of
‘culturalization” which is being used to capture and describe a process which is
unfolding universally in reaction to what is sometimes experienced as the cultural

o~

‘suffocation” of globalization (Geschiere, 2009).

As elsewhere, in Curagao there is a re-emerging interest in culture as it relates 10
maiters of social and economic deveiopme\ﬁt and discussions about values and norms.
It is therefore most welcome that the University of Curagao has decided to develop an
academic program in Cultoral Seudies in order to address these issues. This seminar on
What do we mean by culture? Different perspectives constitu-ted the launching of this
innovative academic program as well as of a series of lectures exploring the cultoral
issues that ave relevant to the concems of the people of Curagao. The seminar was
therefore designed to provide an opportunity for reflection among colleagues who are
involved on a daily basis with issues related to culture: not only social scientists but
also social workers, activists and artists. Through this seminar, schotars from Curagao
were able o enter into ongoing dialogue with researchers from the Amsterdam-based
program on “Culturalization of Citizenship’ that incorporates rescarchers from the
Netherlands, West Africa and the Middie Fast. By interactively engaging the analysis
and ideas of local and foreign scholars, the organizers sought to transcend the locality
of the discourse on culture and to encourage fertilization across the boundaries of
geographic space, language, cultures and paradigms. We also succeeded in involving
hoth senior and junior scholars in order to ensure continuity in the thinking processes
regarding culture in Curagao. We opted for 2 muitidisciplinary approach by inviting
anthropologists, sociologists, gender specialists and philosophers to join the panels
which brought together enthusiastic and passionate presenters and discussants. The
serminar not only succeeded in encouraging interaction between presenters and
discussants, but also between panelists and the audience, which participated very
actively in the proceedings. We hope that the seminar and the following coliection of
the presentations made there in this section of the present volume will help to
constitute a productive platform for new voices and initiatives in the study of culware.

The organization of both the seminar and of this collection of articles reflects ongoing

initiatives for the further development of the new academic program on Cultural
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