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Reply to Pavlos and Ng

To the Editor:

We have read the letter by Pavlos and Ng with great
interest and thank the authors for their enthusiastic com-
ments and support of our findings. We agree with Pavlos
and Ng that the phenomenon of osteoclast fission and the
possible participation of a relatively small mononuclear
cell, as also noted by these authors, are very intriguing and
need more attention in order to understand their role in the
fission process and the underlying mechanisms. Pavlos and
Ng note that in our work the process of fission took about
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68 h, whereas they found that a similar process of fission
occurred in only 1-2 h. Although we did monitor the cells
by live cell microscopy for 68 h, in our experiments fission
occurred within a few hours or even less, a result closely
similar to the findings reported by Pavlos and Ng in their
letter.
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