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EQUITY AS THE MISSING LINK: THE VALUES OF THE EUROPEAN UNION

Annette Freyberg-Inan*

Abstract**: The European Union (EU) is a singularly successful example of 
economic integration. To what extent it has also been a force for democracy- and 
how it can more clearly become one- are the key questions addressed in this article. 

been subordinate to aggregate prosperity in the process of both European integration 
and European Union enlargement. Not only do the EU’s institutional structure 

socio-economic implications of transition and for EU-fostered technocratic threats 
to democratic consolidation. While formal democracy of course remains a criterion 

democracy beyond minimal formal criteria. The institutional design and key policies 
of the enlarging EU thus clearly aim more at creating aggregate wealth than at 

Keywords: social democracy, EU enlargement, regional integration, political 
norms, equity, social policy
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