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After deciding to specialise in paediatrics, Steve joined the Prince of Wales
Children’s Hospital (now Sydney Children’s Hospital) in 1984. As part of training, he
spent a year as a registrar at Port Moresby General Hospital, PNG, in 1985.
Application of local evidence to improving management of childhood disease in the
resource-limited setting of PNG district hospitals and health facilities was something
that Professor John Biddulph as Head of Department of Paediatrics had pioneered,
working closely with Dr Frank Shann. The time in PNG provided the impetus to
complete training in paediatrics in Australia and then to pursue a career in “tropical”
child health as it was often referred to then.

Training in paediatrics was based at the Prince of Wales Children’s Hospital, Sydney,
and was completed in 1991 with FRACP awarded in 1992. After a brief stint of four
months as a locum consultant paediatrician in Darwin in early 1992, Steve went to
UK to undertake the Diploma of Tropical Child Health at Liverpool School of
Tropical Medicine. This was completed with distinction in 1993, receiving the Cicely
Williams Medal. He took up a temporary position as a Lecturer in Tropical Child
Health at the LSTM from April 1993 until end 1994. This was mainly a teaching role
that also provided the opportunity to supervise Masters in Tropical Paediatric research
projects which included four months clinical experience in Thailand.

The author was with the Department of Paediatrics of the College of Medicine,
University of Malawi, in Blantyre for four years from January 1995 to 1999. In 2001,
he returned to Malawi with Arantza to join the Malawi-Liverpool-Wellcome Trust
Clinical Research Programme as paediatric research fellow and became Deputy
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mentoring roles working as a consultant paediatrician with the Department of
Paediatrics of the College of Medicine and as Senior Clinical Lecturer with the
LSTM. The author was awarded the Leverhulme Medal by LSTM in 2007 for
distinguished contribution to tropical medicine. He has authored or co-authored more
than 100 peer-reviewed publications and has contributed to WHO and Malawi
national disease control guidelines in areas of child TB, pneumonia and HIV.

In 2008, the author joined the Centre for International Child Health of the Department
of Paediatrics, University of Melbourne, as Associate Professor in International Child
Health. He also became a consultant for the International Union Against Tuberculosis
and Lung Disease in 2009.
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