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The Associated Students of the University of Montana
Resolution Redefining Third-Party in Article VII, Section 1 (39) of the ASUM Bylaws

January 26, 2022
SB64-21/22

Authored by: Mary Melissa Glueckert, ASUM Senator; Nicholas Ververis, ASUM Senator;

Whereas, The Associated Students of the University of Montana (“ASUM”) is boundbyits

governing documents;

Whereas, The Senate relies on the Bylaws in order to conduct fair and equitable elections;

Whereas, The definition for “Third-party”is not sufficient;

Whereas, The 2020-2021 ASUM Senate discussed what constitutes a Third-party ad nauseum

during the elections processlast year;

Whereas, The definition for Third-party was amended by the 2020-2021 Senate;

Whereas, Article VII, Section 1 (39) of the Bylawsstates:

(39) "Thirdparty" means any person orentity who is not a member. Anentity
that does notclearly represent an individual memberis considereda third

party. Social media accounts that do not appearto represent a memberare

consideredthirdparties.

Whereas, This definition is wholly inadequate and prejudicial to online campaigning and adds a

degree of ambiguity to the elections process;

Whereas, Social media accounts do not alwaysdirectly reference an individual member and an

investigation by the Elections Committee would be met with difficulty;

Whereas, Clarity in this definition is necessary to provide accessibility to those seeking an

elected position on Senate;

Whereas, Organizations, groups, and other parties, whetheraffiliated or unaffiliated with ASUM,

are considered Third-parties for the purposes of ASUM elections;

Therefore, Let It Be Resolved, That Article VII, Section 1 (39) of the Bylaws be amended to

state:

.
Oo

  

  

Q

7

(39) "Third-party" means any person or entity who is not a member.
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thirdparties. This includes an organization, group, account, or

party that may beaffiliated or unaffiliated with ASUM, that does not
represent an individual member.;
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Therefore, Let It Be Further Resolved, That thisResolution be sent to Alex Berna, ASUM

Secretary; Gwen Coon, ASUM Office Manager.

Passed by Committee: January 23, 2022  

 

Passed by ASUM Senate: January 26, 2022

    

    
  

Elizabeth Bowles,
Chair of Relations and Affairs

on-s<Lock,

ir of the Senate

Passed Unanimously.
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