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Studio- 46 Via di San Basilio
Rome- Jan 206th 1870

My Deer lrs lealy

Your very kind and grasceful letter reached me
promptly in my Italian home, where as you say I am surrounded by §
gseanss full of classio memory- ruins rich with poesy, romance and tragio
history. On every side the wrecks of stately grendeur- the erumbling
monuments of fallen conguerers- thestory of dead empires- Among them
all, my heart twrne fondly to our beautiful Americe- fresh and bright
and splendid in her youthful lovliness. 8o great a contrast to thie
tountry of the Past, I could not have realized without actual presencs
here, where the olimbing ivy and orumbling vall- the very wind among
the cypresses, all tell the mournful history of a Nation humbled in
the dust.

It wae with great pleasure I read your kind words-
I thank you for the generous sympathy you feel for me in my beautiful
study of art. I trust to bring baek with me to my Hative Land such
work as my friends will be proud of- I am sure you would be delipghted
with the progress I em making with the Lincoln statue, and it has been
most gratifying to me, that the model whieh I made in America has been
highly epproved of, by such men as Mr. Story and Mr. Healy- They are
my near neighbore, end my good friends- Mr Heely's studic is in the
seme building with mine, and he oould not be kinder to me, than he is-
I am going to make & bust of him, and bring it back with me to America- ;
I shall be greatly pleased to hear from you often, and
hope you will not forget the verses which you heve promisad- Such a
tribute from you, will be very highly appreciated by me- Write to me
of yourself, and your surrpundings, and in refurn I mey be able to
write to you of Rome~ of the Council- of something interesting- I will
tell you in my next more of my studic and works- The model for the
Linocoln Statue- the bust of Custave Dordé, and the likemess of Father
Hyacinthe, seem to attract a great deal of attention- I have also
in my studio a bust of Mrs Cenl Fremont which I mede in Paris, and a
likeness of the great German painter Keulbach, whioh I modeled in his
studio in Munieh- I have a very large photogreph of lir. Lineoln,
surrounded by e wreath of Romen oypress, and the large American Flag,
(bless it !) festooned over it, and I have two French flages orossed
over the Dord bust, and the picture which he presented to me- so you
cen heve some idea of how my studio looks= I have found kind friends
here on every side whe keep my rooms supplied with a ptefusion of ex-
quisite flowers, end very frequently on star light nights like these,
we are awakened by a sweet Italian serenade- the serenaders brought
here, and stationed under our window, by some Americans, almost always-
My good Parents are a great ocomfort and heppiness to me, and I am so
thankful to have them with me-
I enclose you a fov leaves gathered in the Coliseunm,
and will colleet some from pleces of interest, to take to you when I
return-
Please present me very kindly to My Orth and his family,
and also to the members of your own housshold-
I will hope to hear from you soon, and that every
heppiness may be yours- With great regard-

Vimnie Reem
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