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clinics.” New York Times’ reporter, Christopher Wren, depicts how women were “locked in
detention cells or hauled before mass rallies and harangued into consenting to abortions.”
Wren describes how some of the aborted babies were crying when they were born,!72 and
then killed by lethal injection.1’3 The press began to equate the One Child Policy with
“brutality and coercion.”174

Forced abortions and sterilizations were more common in the 1980s; however,
there is evidence that women are still being subjected to both abortions and sterilizations.
According to the One Child Policy, women are either sterilized or implanted with an IUD
after the first childbirth; women are sterilized after the second childbirth. Women are not
allowed to remove the 1UD unless it causes severe side effects, but would have to use
another type of birth control, such as Norplant or Depo-Provera.l’s Removing an IUD is

against the law, which has led to black market IUD removals for women.176

Conclusion

The purpose of the One Child Policy is to help slow population growth to alleviate
strains on the economy and the environment. Enforcing the policy has helped accomplish
those goals; however, the way the policy has been implemented has crossed moral and
ethical grounds. Forcing women to have abortions and to get sterilized is in no way
rational or ethical. However, the government placing a limit on the number of children a

couple is allowed to have can be considered rational. The government’s main

12 Mosher, Steven W. 83.
I Mosher, Steven W. 77.
1 Mosher, Steven W. 84,
15 Mosher, Steven W. 90.
176 Mosher, Steven W. 91.
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