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JAPAN 

a VSer's perspective 

NAVAJO MISSION 
changes for the good 



On the cover... 
Japanese tea ceremony in 

progress. The Japanese put 
much time and effort into 

studying what North Ameri
cans may consider a very 

simple event. This symbol
izes the careful thought 

process the Japanese gener
ally go through before 

accepting the tenets of 
Christianity. Photo by Ray 

Hock. 
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Changes...for the good, for the Navajo 
Ethel Bundy explains how the Navajo Mission has 
changed its emphasis to Christian education. 

Observations of a Newcomer 
Laura Shaida gives a newcomer's view of the 
Japanese people and their culture. 

Call to Commitment 
Don Zook tells how present financial needs are 
opportunities for recommitment. 

The Growing of a Missions Committee 
One church's steps toward building a stronger 
missions emphasis, as told by John Kreider. 

Beginning a Li festy le of Service 
Voluntary Service offers young people an education 
in Christian lifestyle. Kent Byer tells how. 

World Outlook 
Recent Assignments / MPF Projects 
Field Updates / 12 Edi tor ia l 

Address or name incorrect? 
The Missions Office has switched to a new addressing system, 
donated by Messiah College. We apologize for any errors you 
may find in your name or mailing address during this transition. 
A note indicating the needed corrections will help us greatly. 

therefore 
January /February 1983 
Vol. 11, No. 1 

therefore is published six times a year by 
Brethren in Christ Missions. Please direct 
comments and cr i t ic isms, not i f icat ion of 
address changes, or requests for a free 
subscription to : 

therefore editor 
P.O. Box 27 
Mount Joy, PA 17552-0027 
(717) 653-8067 

therefore staff 
Phil Byers, Editor 
Alice Dourte, Design 
Kent Byer, Circulat ion 

Staff 
Donald R. Zook, Executive Secretary 
Roy V. Sider, Secretary of Overseas Ministr ies 
Arlene B. Mi l ler , Secretary of Home Ministries 
Louis O. Cober, Secretary for Church Relations 
Esther M. Ebersole, Assistant to the Executive Secretary 
Carolyn B. Rotz, Assistant to the Overseas Secretary 
Verna Mae Ressler, Financial Secretary 
Henry A. Ginder, Missions Representative 

Field reporters 
Cathy Bert - Bronx, NY North 
Cheryl Bert - Timber Bay, Sask. America 
Larry Bomberger - Navajo Mission 
Pat t i Mil ler - Quebec 

Rachel Copenhaver - Sikalongo, Zambia Overseas 
Karen Deyhle - Nagoya, Japan 
Dons Dube - Zimbabwe 
Susie Gil more - Venezuela 
Darlyss Kipe - Choma, Zambia 
Fadzai Moyo - London 
Eleanor Poe - Nicaragua 
Emmanuel Roy - India 
Lois Jean Sider - DLTTC, Zambia 
Mil l ie Sollenberger - Lusaka, Zambia 
Esther Spurrier - Macha, Zambia 
Ruth Zook - Tokyo, Japan 

Board for Missions 
Roger C. Sider, Chairman 
Lynn I. Thrush, Assistant Chairman 
Glenn H. Hof fman, Secretary 
Charles F. Frey, Treasurer (USA) 
Ross E. Nigh, Treasurer (Canada) 
H. Frank Kipe, Rep- to Board of Administrat ion 
Charles M. Rickel , Executive Commi i tee member 
Alv in J . Book 
John A. Byers 
David E. Climenhaga 
Jeanette F. Dourte 
Robert W. Hempy 
Raymond S. Hess 
Grace S- Holland 
Samuel D- HoUingsworth 
He—-. F. _ £ - : . -
Ruth E. Lehman 
3- Paul Martin 

'•=.- r. JL Schildt 
- ! : - ! : 5-afer 
= . 2=.e 5 -a -
Douglas P. Sider 
Harvey R. Sider 
Erwin W. Thomas 
Landis E. Tice, Jr. 
Robert Verno 

therefore 



Working together at the Navajo Mission: (left to right) George Bundy, 
Larry Bomberger, Ben Stoner, Ernestine Chavez and Roy Larvingo. 

for the good, 
for the Navajos 

by Ethel Bundy 

w mat are the foundations 
of the Christian faith? Where 
did the church come from? 
Questions like these were 
heard by the missionaries at 
the Navajo Mission. They 
were being asked by Navajo 
Christians who desired to 
serve their Lord and have a 
better understanding of their 
Christian faith. 

The urgent need among the 
Navajos is trained Christian 
leaders. This is the present 
emphasis at the Navajo Mis
sion. It is a change from 
several years ago. It is a 
change for the good. 

Within ten miles of the 
Mission, new schools and 
clinics have been built; a large 
medical facility is being 
planned. This also is 
a change for the good. These 
facilities are being provided 
by the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs. With these new fac
ilities so close, the Mission 
school and hospital are no 
longer needed. A change in 
missions strategy is the result. 

Brethren in Christ Missions 
has been and continues to be 
committed to a wholistic 
ministry of meeting the physi
cal and educational needs, as 
well as the spiritual needs, of 

those to whom we minister. 
With the physical and educa
tional needs of the Navajos 
being met, our missionaries 
are being freed to concentrate 
their efforts on the spiritual 
needs of the Navajos. 

The felt need today is that 
of a proper understanding of 
the Scriptures. To meet this 
need, Bible studies are held 
with individuals and groups. 
In October a two-week adult 
Bible school was held. Lessons 
covered such topics as: the 
Bible, God, Jesus Christ, the 
Holy Spirit, man, angels, 
Satan, sin, salvation, the 
church, church history, and 
end times. Though the Bible 
school classes were not large, 
the group agreed that further 
such studies are necessary. 
Tentative plans call for 
another two weeks of study 
at the end of March 1983. 

For the past year the Mis
sion has been conducting 
Theological Education by Ex
tension seminars. TEE allows 
individual leaders to study 
the Bible daily at their homes 
while continuing their jobs 
and remaining with their 
families. Students meet 
weekly with other church 
leaders for discussions on the 
topics studied. There is an 
exchange of ideas, problems, 

and solutions, thus helping 
and encouraging one another. 
Three pastors have completed 
four series of ten lessons each 
and are about to begin the 
fifth series. 

Navajo reading classes are 
enabling Navajos to read their 
own language. Few are able 
to do so. The New Testament 
has been published in Navajo 
and the Old Testament is to 
be completed soon. What a 
help to be able to read the 
gospel message in one's native 
language. 

Plans are being made to 
offer other opportunities for 
Christian education. Prelimi
nary Evangelical Teacher 
Training courses will be held 
for Sunday school teachers 
and others who are interested. 
A regular visitation ministry 
of encouragement to church 
leaders is being worked out. 
Navajo-directed youth activi
ties are planned for the sum
mer. 

Not all has changed at the 
Navajo Mission. The people 
to whom we minister and the 
message we proclaim are still 
the same. Many of our mini
stries have not changed. But 
those changes which have been 
made in order to meet the 
needs of the Navajos are 
changes for the good. 

January/February 1983 



Observations of a 
We are well, thank the 

Lord — not even a cold — and 
we love Japan and her people. 
To me, they are absolutely 
beautiful, and I find myself 
surprised to discover that I 
look different from everyone 
else. How's that for iden
tifying? 

Our work is rewarding and 
fun. My students are just 
great people and I like each 
one. I find myself thinking 
after each class, "This class 
is such fun," or, "These people 
are $o nice." You can see I 
enjoy it. I have twenty clas
ses each week and Pete has 
seventeen. (He has more stu
dents than I.) We have eight 
or nine Bible studies between 
us. 

"To me, Japan and 
her people are 

absolutely beautiful' 

Pete has one Bible study 
that resulted from people here 
in our home church wanting 
to study. He began with three 
and now has five in the class. 
Recently, while studying the 
announcement of Jesus' birth, 
he asked the class to relate 
how that call was made real 
to each of them. I think 
everyone was in tears before 
the evening was finished. 
Four of the five had found 
Christ through personal t rag
edy. I can only believe — and 

Pete and Laura Shaida 
are giving one year of 
voluntary service as teach
ers of English as a second 
language. Both are public 
school teachers from 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania. 
Unknown to each other, 
both heard the Holy Spirit 
speak to them during a 
commissioning service for 
John and Esther Spurrier. 
Together, they listened 
and obeyed His voice and 
are now doing God's will 
in Japan. 

The following contains 
portions of a letter written 
two months after the 
Shaidas' arrival in Japan. 
therefore thought you 
might like some insight 
into what new missionaries 
experience as they enter 
a new culture and means 
of service. 

many here agree — that Japan 
is just about ready to be har
vested for God. 

So many people have sown 
and watered with seemingly 
small results. But the Japan
ese do not do important things 
quickly. This is evident in 
many avenues of their lives. 
They study calligraphy, 
ikebana (flower arranging), 
haiku (poetic verse), tea 
ceremony — the list is end
less — for years. So how 
can they make such a very 
important decision without 
much thought? 

In recent evangelistic 
meetings here, six or eight 
people indicated they wanted 
to follow Jesus. Placards 
had been placed around the 
neighborhood and Christians 
had passed out circulars. But 
those who made decisions had 
not just wandered in off the 
s t reets . Each of them had had 
some connection with the 
church or its members, and the 
life of the church and of 
Christians had slowly been 
soaking into their conscious
ness. Remember this when I 
mention prayer concerns later. 

First impressions of Japan 

It's crowded. The streets 
are narrow and crowded. 
Bicycles, pedestrians and 
motorcycles compete with cars 
and trucks for limited space, 
with amazingly little conflict. 
Most residential s treets here 
are no wider than our alley 
back in Lancaster. 

therefore 



Newcomer 
It 's noisy. All trucks have 

back-up signals; the bus door 
buzzes when it is going to 
open or close; the train doors 
play a supposedly melodic 
strain loudly when they are 
about to close. Supermarkets 
and department stores have 
not only background music 
(only not so "background"), but 
departmental radios or loud
speakers are blaring. Cars and 
trucks go through neighbor
hoods with bullhorns blasting 
out messages. 

All this amazes me because 
I had read how quiet and calm 
the Japanese a re , never want
ing to disturb the "wa" (har
mony) of their neighbors. (All 
this clamor often disturbs 
my "wa"!) Perhaps Tokyo is 
noisy and the rest of Japan is 
quiet and calm. My experience 
is limited. 

Surprisingly, for so populous 
an area (175,000), Kodaira has 
much green space. In our 
neighborhood there are small 
farms (and I mean small — 
little larger than some of your 
family gardens), wooded areas, 
parks and orchards. There is 
no visible zoning (at least not 
visible to me). Farms are 
next to car dealers which are 
next to residences ~ with 
chickens! From my reading, I 
know that Japan grew so rap
idly after the war that many 
areas were not planned, but 
sprang up like mushrooms. As 
a result, the mix is not beau
tiful as a whole, but many of 
its parts are. Almost without 
exception, houses are separ

ated from streets by walls, 
both for privacy and to shield 
from street noises and dirt . 

The Japanese people con
stantly surprise me by their 
patience. Mothers especially 
exhibit this virtue to a much 
greater degree than American 
mothers, I think. Over and 
over I have seen people show 
patience to their children and 
to their fellow students to a 
degree that really pleases me. 

Prayer concerns 

I mentioned prayer con
cerns — and many of you have 
asked what you should pray 
for. Pray that we, God's 
people, will increase our giving 
so the work here and on other 
fields can continue. Missions 
giving is down; inflation is up, 
along with mission needs. The 
Japanese do not respond emo
tionally or quickly; they con
vert slowly, but extremely 
well. A cutback in personnel 
here because of costs and 
lower giving is a very real 
possibility. Pray sincerely 
about this. Pray also for the 
new church the Zooks are 
working with in Fuchu and 
for the Graybills' and Deyhles' 
new work in Nagoya. And 
pray that we can show Christ 
to our students! 

Thanks again to all of you 
for your continued support in 
your prayers. 

Love, 
Laura Shaida 



r Budget: 
$1,714,642 

Received 
as of 
Dec. 23: 
$1,152,361 

67.21% 

Call to Commitment 

The Brethren in Christ Church has 
a corporate commitment to missions 
which has produced a bi-level pattern 
of giving. In the past, approximately 
70% of our missions funds have come 
from congregations and approximately 
30% from direct giving. 

As we have summarized reports 
from churches concerning their 1982 
missions budgets, it appears that 
approximately 62% of the 1982 ap
proved program needs will be pro
vided by congregations. The remain
ing amount — approximately 38% 
this year — will need to come from 

Donald R. Zook, 
Executive Secretary 

the direct giving of individuals. 

This budget crisis is an opportunity 
to renew our commitment as Brethren 
in Christ to God's plan for a needy 
world. There are many valid minis
tries in the church deserving generous 
support. I have been encouraged as 
I learned of incidents where churches 
put missions in top priority and were 
able to increase giving to other 
causes at the same t ime. This is as 
it should be, and this can continue 
to happen. 

Please seek God's will concerning 
your missions giving. 

world outlook 
A synopsis of developments affecting Brethren in Christ around the world. 

U.S. undermining Nicaraguan 
government 

Recently official sources 
told Newsweek magazine that 
3ohn Negroponte (U.S. ambas
sador in Honduras) is oversee
ing an ambitious covert cam
paign to arm, train and direct 
Nicaraguan exiles to intercept 
the flow of arms to leftist 
guerrillas in El Salvador. But 
the operation has another 
objective: to harass and 
undermine the Cuban-backed 
government of Nicaragua. 

U.S. officials concede there 
is a danger that the operation 
could provoke a Nicaraguan 
counterat tack on Honduras 
that could drag the United 
States directly into the con
flict. 

Kaunda: on South Africa and 
U-S.-Zambian relations 

According to a Newsweek 
interview, President Kenneth 
Kaunda of Zambia is dis
pleased with Western policy 
concerning South Africa: 

"You are applying economic 
sanctions against Poland....But 
you have not taken serious 
measures to take South Africa 
to account for its mistakes.... 
The more (Western countries) 
invest in South Africa, the 
more they support the oppres
sion of black man." 

On U.S.-Zambian relations, 
Kaunda says he is shocked 
that Reagan speaks of South 
Africa as an ally of the U.S. 
Kaunda says, however, that 
Zambia is not anti-West: 
"Zambia still needs your in
vestments, your technology." 

Teaching English is big 
business 

In almost every country, 
English is a key to getting 
ahead. Teaching English has 
become a multimillion-dollar 
business the world over. 

English is the tongue that 
Japanese businessmen use to 
negotiate a deal with Kuwaitis. 
It is how Swedes speak to 
Mexicans, how Hong Kong 
bankers work in Singapore. 

"English is not only valuable; 
it is necessary," says Quinita 
Roberts of Mexico City's 
Interlingua Institute. "Only 
one in a hundred learns English 
because he likes it . They 
learn the language because 
they need it." 
(Excerpted from a report in 

Newsweek.) 
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Brethren in Christ Missions 

Personnel Directory 
Names and addresses of Brethren in Christ serving the Lord in North 
America and around the world. 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE 

Contact: 
Roy V. Sider, Secretary of Overseas Ministries 
2519 Stevensville Road 
Stevensville, Ontario LOS ISO 
(416) 382-3144 

OVERSEAS 

ZIMBABWE 

Secondary Teachers 1983 
In response to requests from both government 
and Brethren in Christ church officials in 
Zimbabwe that missionary teachers return, 
Brethren in Christ Missions is recruiting 
teachers for service in the Brethren in Christ 
school system in Zimbabwe. 

ZAMBIA 

Registered nurses (midwifery preferred) 
Summer 1983 

(6-8 months required for processing of papers 
in Zambia) 

Short-term doctor March - July 198* 
Secondary teachers June 1983 

(English, Math, Science, Bible/Religious 
Knowledge) 

JAPAN 

Teachers of English as a Second Language 
Summer 1983 

VENEZUELA 

Church planter 
(to begin language study) 

Tutor for missionary's children 
(to begin language study) 

NORTH AMERICA 

Summer 1983 

November 1984 

BRONX COMMUNITY SERVICE 
MINISTRIES - Bronx, NY 

Tutoring Center Coordinator (as of August 1983) 
Earning positions (6) 

Secretary/Bookkeeper at Day Care Center 
Tutoring (2) - Bronx Community College 

(must be a college graduate) 
Office, receptionist, restaurant work 
Computer programing 

Service Opportunities: 
Tutoring - Little Light House Learning Cen
ter; van driving for Fellowship Chapel; tutor
ing English for adults; community youth 
program; visitation program for the elderly. 

Arlene B. Miller, Secretary of Home Ministries 
P.O. Box 27 
Mount Joy, PA 17552-0027 
(717) 653-8067 

LIFE LINE MISSION - San Francisco, CA 
(Mission for chemical dependent persons and 
distressed families.) 

Secretary 
Supervisor (furniture, appliance repair) 
Earning positions (6) 

Christian Bookstore; Boy's Club of America; 
Office positions 

NAVAJO MISSION - Bloomfield, NM 

Couple - Secretary/bookkeeper, maintenance 
(as of May 1983) 

SPRING LAKE RETREAT - Wurtsboro, NY 
(Camp for New York City churches) 

Couple - Kitchen management, building and 
grounds maintenance (as of December 1983) 

TIMBER BAY CHILDREN'S HOME - Timber 
Bay, Sask. 

Many staff positions will be open as of August 
1983 

Dorm parents; spiritual ministries - adult and 
children; nurse; maintenance/ plant foreman; 
maintenance person; kitchen assistants (3); 
secretary; athletic director; dorm assistants (3) 

OTHER AGENCIES 

PAXTON STREET HOME - Harrisburg, PA 

Mature couple - maintenance; house keeping or 
secretary 

Housekeeping assistants (2 mature persons) 

UPLAND MANOR - Upland, CA 
(Retirement apartments) 

Resident caretakers - couple or single woman to 
provide minimal assistance with activities 
of daily living for elderly residents 

KENBROOK 

Couple - food service, hosting, cleaning 
September 1983 

Please pull out this directory and retain for on-going reference. 
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the DIRE( 
Addresses of BRETHREN tt 

MISSIONS - OVERSEAS 
India 

Rev. Hem Paul, Church Chairman 
Barjora via Trbeniganj 
N. E Railway, Dist. Saharsa 
Bihar, India 

Dana and Judy Crider 
Woodstock School 
Mussoorie U.P. 218179, India 

Evan and Linda Heise 
(Seconded to MCC) 
Mission House 
Banmankhi, N.E Railway, 
Dist. Purnea, Bihar, India 

Promod Roul 
c/o H. R. Roul 
Christian Sahi 
P.O. Khurda, Dist. Puri 
Orissa 752055, India 

Joseph and Marietta Smith 
12A UnderhiE Lane 
Delhi 110054, India 

Japan 
John and Lucille GraybiH 

(Country Representative) 
114-95 Arimatsu-ura 
Narumi-cho, Midori-ku 
Nagoya, Japan 458 

Daniel and Karen Deyhle 
4-87 Kami No Kura 
Midori Ku 
Nagoya-shi, Japan 458 

Ray and Winifred Hock 
Apt. 6-811 
17-1 Shin-Shimonoseki Danchi 
Shimonoseki shi, 
Yamaguchi 
Ken 751, Japan 

MarBn and Ruth Zook 
Peter and Laura Shaida 

309-15, 4 Chome, Hana Koganei 
Kodaka, Tokyo 187, Japan 

London 
EEas and Fadzai Moyo 

151 Field Road 
Forest Gate, London E7 9DH England 

Nicaragua 
Rev. Enrique Palacios, Executive Minister 

Apartado 1044 
Managua, Nicaragua, C.A. 

Karen Bonisteel 
Marshal] and Eleanor Poe 

(Country Representative) 
Apartado A257 
Managua, Nicaragua, CA. 

Venezuela 
Gordon and Susan Gibnore 

Apartado 29056 
Montalban 1021 
Caracas, Venezuela, S.A. 

Timothy and Martha Giles 
c/o Gordon Gilmore 
Apartado 29056 
Montalban 1021 
Caracas, Venezuela, S.A. 

Zimbabwe 
Bishop Stephen N. Ndtovu 
Curtis and Leslie Book 
Fredric and Grace Holland 
Jacob and Nancy Shenk 

P.6. Box 711 
Buhwayo, Zimbabwe, Africa 

Zambia 
Bishop William T. Silungwe 

P.O. Box 115 
Choma, Zambia, Africa 

Chester and Mildred Sollenberger 
Janette Engle 

(seconded to Zambia Nurses 
Christian Fellowship) 
P.O. Box 32733 
Lusaka, Zambia, Africa 

Michele Amett 
Ray and Darlyss Kipe 
Rachel Mettiom 
Steven Popenhagen 

Choma Secondary School 
P.O. Box 92 
Choma, Zambia, Africa 

Lois Jean Sider 
David Livingstone 
Teacher Training College 
Private Bag 1, Livingstone, 
Zambia, Africa 

Abram and Kathleen Bert 
P.O. Box 83 
Choma, Zambia, Africa 

Samuel and Erma Jean Bert 
Mary Biser 
Patricia Bock 
Wanita BrechbiB 
Arthur and Helen Dick 
Marilyn Ebersole 
Shirley Heisey 
Charles and Rhoda Hertzler 
Virginia Nix 
Arlene Schuiteman 
Rose Shannon 
Lauren Sharp 
John and Esther Spurrier 
Lois Thuma 
Linda Worman 

Macha Mission Hospital 
P.O. Box 340 
Choma, Zambia, Africa 

Walter and Mildred Lehman 
Nahumba Mission 
P.O. Box 173 
Choma, Zambia, Africa 

Christopher and Marlys Book 
Mary Heisey 
Mary Olive Lady 

(Acting Country Representative) 
Fannie Longenecker 

Sikafongo Bible Institute 
P.O. Box 131 
Choma, Zambia, Africa 

Rachel Copenhaver 
Sikalongo Mission Hospital 
P.O. Box 131 
Choma, Zambia, Africa 

Edith Miller 
Copperbeft Secondary Teacher 
Training College 
P.O. Box 20382 
Kitwe, Zambia, Africa 

Richard and Kathleen Stuebing 
Theological College of Central Africa 
Box KJ100 
Ndolo, Zambia, Africa 

Tom and Jill Miller 
(Seconded to Eastern Mennonite Board 
of Missions) 
P.O. Box 7 
Musoma, Tanzania, Africa 

On Furlough 
Phyllis Engle 

506 Messiah Village 
Mechanicsburg, PA 17055 

Ira and Miriam Stem 
c/o Alden Long 
Messiah College 
Grantham, PA 17027 

SELF-SUPPORTING 
MISSIONARY ASSOCIATES 

North America 

Kenneth and Jill Crider 
3106 Mountainuiew Dr. 
Farmington, NM 87401 

Philip Frey 
Star Route 4, Box 6000 
Bloomfield, NM 87413 

Sandra Lee Neyer 
Star Route 4, Box 6000 
Bloomfield, NM 87413 

MISSIONS 
NORTH AMERICA 

Canada 
c/o Timber Bay Children's Home 

Timber Bay, Saskatchewan SOJ 2T0 
Raymond and Sandra Sider 
Richard Bauman 
Jane Beamer 
Cheryl Bert 
Harvey and Beatrice Brubacher 
George and Marlene Comfort 
Linda Epp 
Fem Eby 
Norma Gingrich 
Rosalyn Ffiebert 
Howard and Lois Kipe 
Kathy Knelsen 
Hazel McCombs 
Stanley and Jane Oyer 
Dennis and Shirley Peters 
Kenneth and Marlene Stregger 
Sandra VanDyke 
Dale and Linda Winger 

David and Patricia Miller 
235 rue Albertine, #16 
St. Romuald, Levis 
Quebec G6W3P9 

United States 
c/o Fellowship Chapel 

246 E. Tremont Ave. 
Bronx, NY 10457 

Nathan and Catherine Bert 
Richard Cunningham 
Rachel Deyhle 
Sherry Jackson 
Anthony Scott 

c/o Spring Lake Retreat 
R.R. 1, Box 361 
Wurtsboro, NY 12790 

Roger and Jeanne Pepper 
Shirley Ann Segrist 
c/o Navajo Brethren in Christ Mission 

Star Route 4, Box 6000 
Bloomfield, NM 87413 

George and Ethel Bundy 
Benjamin and Eunice Stoner (On Leave) 
Lawrence and Linda Bomberger 
MarBn and Phyllis Witter 
John Peter Yazzie 

c/o Brethren in Christ Ministries 
Box 150 
Pharr, Texas 78577 

LeRoy and Judy Eberly 
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c/o Life Line Chapel 
422 Guerrero St. 
San Francisco, CA 94110 

James and Lilian Bailey 
Mark and Maxine Alleman 
Virginia Beazley 
Gregory Hench 
Roger Potteiger 
Gary Roberts 
Catherine Shultz 

c/o Life Line Mission 
917FolsomSt. 
San Francisco, CA 94107 

Robert and Carol Spangler 

CHRISTIAN SERVICE 
MINISTRIES 

Kent Byer 
(Missions Office) 

Phillip Byers 
(Missions Office) 

Stanley McBeth 
(Missions Office) 
500 S. Angle Street 
P.O. Box 27 
Mount Joy, PA 17552 

Keith and Charlene Ban- (MCC) 
48 S. Ann St. 
Lancaster, PA 17602 

Dave and Martha Brubaker (MCC) 
Comissao Central Menonita 
Caixa Postal 1020 
50.000 Recife 
Pemambuco, Brazil 

Barbara Buckwalter (MCC) 
120 Avenue Duluth Est. 
Montreal, Quebec H2W 1H1 

Loraine Buckwalter (MCC) 
P.O. Box 711 
Bulawayo, Zimbabwe, Africa 

Tom and Sharon Easton (MCC) 
Box 39 
Neustadt, Ontario NOG 2M0 

Tim Fretz (MCC) 
Box 5, Maijdi 
NaokhaH District, Bangladesh 

Nick Frey (MCC) 
21 S. 12th Street 
Akron, PA 17501 

Tim and Cindy Gamber (MCC) 
6 St. Pirans Road 
P.O. Box 42 
Jos, Plateau State, Nigeria, Africa 

Robert and Carolyn Hess (MCC) 
P.O. Box 420 
Whitesburg, KY 41858 

Richard and Gay Miller (MCC) 
21 South 12th Street 
Akron, PA 17501 

Becky Moyle (MCC) 
77ie American Club 
uia Fabbri Navali 11 
00056 Lido di Ostia 
Roma, Itah/ 

Steven and Christine Newcomer (MCC) 
Wanezi Secondary School 
PB S-5369 
Bulawayo, Zimbabwe, Africa 

Richard and Martha Sider (MCC) 
Comite Central Menonita 
Apartado 1779 
Guatemala City, Guatemala 

Barbara Thuma (MCC) 
Mennonite Central Committee 
c/o UNHCR, P.O. Box 2925 
Mogadishu, Somalia 

BRETHREN IN CHRIST 
INSTITUTIONS 

Kaye Engle 
Upland Manor 
1125 W. Arrow Hwy. 
Upland, CA 91786 

H. Lane and Winifred Stem 
c/o Kenbrook Bible Camp 
501 Pine Meadow Road 
Lebanon, PA 17042 

Monroe and Elizabeth Crider 
Vernon Crider 

Messiah Village 
100 Mt. Allen Drive 
Mechanicsburg, PA 17055 

BRETHREN IN CHRIST 
PERSONNEL SERVING 

WITH OTHER 
ORGANIZATIONS 

Stephen and Sonia Armour 
(New Tribes Mission) 
2446 Elk Lane 
Grants Pass, OR 97526 

David and Florence Carlson 
(Trans World Radio) 
P.O. Box 141 
Monte Carlo, Monaco 

Charles and Barbara Dederick 
(American Rescue Workers Mission) 
950 Sheridan St. 
WiBamsport, PA 17701 

Premnath S. Dick 
(East Harlem Interfafth) 
2050 Second Ave. 
New York, NY 10029 

Ethel Doner 
(Unevangelized Fields Mission) 
Box 458 
Port-auJ?rince 
Haiti, West Indies 

Joe and Elaine Haines 
(Mennonite Board of Missions) 
23 Ahi Dakar 
46702 Herzliya Pituah, Israel 

Howard and Margaret Hall 
(Operation Mobilization) 
c/o Send The Light 
9 London Rd. 
Bromley, Kent, England 

Marilyn Halman 
(Youth for Christ) 
25 Carmen Avenue 
Winnipeg, Manitoba R2L 0E4 

Tonia Hamish 
(Eastern Mennonite Board) 
2151 North Howard Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19122 

Dan and Sue Heise 
(Youth With A Mission) 
Restenas S45900 
Ljungskile, Sweden 

William and Mary Hoke 
Trans World Radio 
Gouvemeur N. Debrotweg 
Bonaire, Netherlands Antilles 

Bert Kamphuis 
(Operation Mobilization) 
Box 9 
Port Colborne, Ontario L3K 5V7 

B. Franklin Kreider m 
(Eastern Mennonite Board) 
124 S. Dudley St. 
Americas, GA 31709 

Edward and Dayle Lauber 
(WycKffe Bible Translators) 
08 B.P. 857 
Abidjan 08 
Ivory Coast, W. Africa 

Gulabi McCarty 
(Youth for Christ) 
1 Wheeler Rd. 
Bangalore 560005, India 

Philip MeDinger 
(Eastern Mennonite Board) 
3363 Habitat Blvd. 
Johns Island, SC 29455 

Lois Raser 
(World Vision) 
Apdo, 190 
Jerez, Zacatecas, Mexico 

Donald and Mildred Ressler 
(Central Alaskan Missions, Inc.) 
Glennallen, Alaska 99588 

Lewis and Anne Rinard 
(Operation Mobilization) 
LOGOS, Postfash 1609 
D-6950 Moshach, West Germany 

Winifred Thuma 
(Bible Medical Missionary Fellowship) 
Shanti Bhawan Hospital 
Box 252 
Kathmandu, Nepal 

Allan and Anne Wideman 
(WycKffe Bible Translators) 
c/o SO. Box 248 
Ukarumpa Via Lae 
Papua, New Guinea 

Rhoda Winger 
(Campus Crusade) 
Box 493 
Ridgeway, Ontario LOS 1N0 

Debbie Zacharias 
(OMS International) 
Box 1739 
Port-au-Prince, Haiti 

MISSION CHURCHES 
Canada 

Eva Smith 
(Paddockwood) 
Box 94 
Paddockwood, Saskatchewan SOJ 1Z0 

Dan and Lynda Steadman 
(Kirkland Lake) 
11 Merest Dr. 
Kirkland Lake, Ontario P2N 3M6 

United States 
Harry and Mary Beth Bergey 

(Montoursville) 
Rt. 4, Box 194 
Montoursville, PA 17754 

Grafton and Grace Forbes 
(Pilgrim Chapel) 
225 Sterling St. 
Brooklyn, NY 11225 

John and Sue Geyer 
(Knifley Chapel) 
Rt. 1, Box 37 
Knifley, KY 42753 

Glenn and Joyce Ginder 
(Labish) 
4188 Ward Dr. NE. 
Salem, OR 97303 



Richard and Florence Gordon 
(Bethel Springs) 
Rt.1 
Reinholds, PA 17569 

Glenn and Dona Hensel 
(DeRossett) 
Rt. 9, Box 218 
Sparta, TN 38583 

Richard and Joanna Lehman 
(Blandburg) 
P.O. Box 55 
Bbndburg, PA 16619 

Ross and Betty Momingstar 
(Hunlock Creek) 
Rt 3 
Berwick, PA 18603 

Irving and Peggy Parker 
(Hoomington and Mfllerfields) 
Rt 3 
Columbia, KY 42728 

John and Ruth Pawelski 
(Dayton) 
835 Herman Ave. 
Dayton, OH 45404 

Lyle and Annie Roach 
(Lynchburg) 
Rt. 5, Box 181 
Lynchburg, VA 24501 

Levi and Buelah Troyer 
(Maple Grove) 
Box 75, Rt. 1 
Hillman, MI 49746 

EXTENSION 
CHURCHES 

Canada 
Edd and Junia Bettes 

(Prince Albert) 
328 13fh St. West 
Prince Albert, Sask. S6V 3C3 

Allan and Anieta Hopper 
(Northeast Community Church) 
196 Castlebrook Dr., NE 
Calgary, Alberta T3J 1M2 

Glenn and Debra Robitaille 
(Covenant) 
13 Payette St. 
Penetang, Ontario LOK IPO 

United States 
Wayne and Marilyn Bignell 

(Summit View) 
Box 463 
New Holland, PA 17557 

Devon and Carol Bontrager 
(Northridge) 
1400 Midland Rd. 
Springfield, OH 45503 

Vernon and Meredith Bosserman 
(Good News Community, 
Burlington, Ontario) 
288 Caledon Ave. 
Hamilton, Ontario L9C 3E2 

Levi and Sandra Brubaker 
(Clearwater) 
1918 Hastings Dr. 
Clearwater, FL 33515 

Gary and Sharon Eldred 
(Holden Park) 
741 Holden Ave. 
Orlando, FL 32809 

Keith and Verdie Knaak 
(Oak Park) 
3840 W. 14th St. 
Des Moines, IA 50313 

John and Dorothy Fries 
(Highland Park) 
32 Dalton Dr. 
Dublin, VA 24084 

Paul and Esther Hess 
(Western Hills) 
2961 Aquadale Lane 
Cincinnati, OH 45211 

Warren and Connie Hoffman 
(Oklahoma City) 
5832 N. Harvard Ave. 
Oklahoma City, OK 73122 

Carl and Gail Lewis 
(New Harvest) 
5685 Del Ray 
Colorado Springs, CO 80918 

Richard and Jane Long 
(Walkersville) 
9407 Glade Ave. 
Walkersville, MD 21793 

Kevin and Candy Longenecker 
(Open Bible Community) 
12880 Heacock 
Sunnymead, CA 92388 

Clark and Kim Miller 
(Uniontown) 
709 Morgantown Rd., 
Uniontown, PA 15401 

Roy and Lois Musser 
(Petersburg) 
7 Early Ave. 
Petersburg, WV 26847 

Charles and Elaine Norman 
(Wichita) 
336 Turquoise Lane 
Wichita, KS 67209 

F. Richard and Beth Speck 
(Waukena) 
P.O. Box 82 
Waukena, CA 93282 

Larry and Reta Steffee 
(Pomeroy Chapel) 
Rt. 3, Box 262 
SmithvUe, TN 37166 

Gary Warden 
4285 U.S. 40 
Tipp City, OH 45371 

Orvin and Colleen White 
(Blue Ridge) 
Rt. 3, Box K 30 
Troutvilk, VA 24175 

These Extension congregations are being 
developed in the Pacific Conference with 
brotherhood assistance through the Pacific 
Conference Church Developer. 

Ed and Patricia Ashby 
(Immanuel) 
5184 Chesapeake Ct. 
China, CA 91710 

Fred and Caroline Carter 
(Sonrise Fellowship) 
939 Mauna Loa 
Azusa, CA 91702 

J. Dallas and Jeanine Finley 
(Lamb's Bride) 
684 West Ester 
Tulare, CA 93274 

Sam and Mary Sue Fisher 
(Walnut Valley) 
1438 Lassiter Drive 
Walnut, CA 91789 

Freddie and Patricia Negrate 
(Hispanic-American Ministry) 
1020 South Palm Ave. 
San Gabriel, CA 91776 

John and Kathy Neufeld 
(Seeker's Community-Diamond Bar) 
1246 Kinglake Dr. 
Walnut, CA 91789 

URBAN MINISTRIES 
Personnel serving in urban North America, having 
an administrative relationship with the Office of 
Urban Ministries. 

Randolph L. Jones 
(Southside Community Church-Center) 
1628-1630 South Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19146 

Willie Richardson 
(Christian Stronghold Missionary Society) 
1207 N. 52nd St. 
Philadelphia, PA 19146 

John and Velorus Shearer 
(Wilkes-Barre House Church) 
56 Edison St. 
Wilkes-Barre, PA 18702 

Look for the Personnel Directory in therefore on a regular basis. 
BRETHREN IN CHRIST MISSIONS 

500 S. Angle St. 
P.O. Box 27 

Mount Joy, PA 17552-0027 
(717) 653-8067 

2519 Stevensville Road 
Stevensville, ONT LOS ISO 

(416) 382-3144 



Recent assignments 

Mark and Maxine Alleman, 
with son Brian, have begun 
a two-year voluntary service 
assignment at Life Line Mis
sion. The Allemans are as
sisting with maintenance, 
pastoral duties, housekeeping 
and thrift store management. 
Mark and Maxine are part of 
the Mastersonville, PA, con
gregation. 

Stan McBeth joined the 
Mount Joy Missions Office 
staff in November in volun
tary service. A 1980 gradu
ate of Messiah College, Stan 
has been working for an 
accounting firm in the Cham
bersburg, PA, area r and uses 
this experience in his 
present assignment. Stan is 
from the Chambersburg church. 

Curtis and Leslie Book left 
the USA December 29 for a 
new assignment in Zimbabwe. 
Curtis is teaching at Ekuphil-
eni Bible Institute, operated 
by the Zimbabwean church. 
The Books completed two 
years of service in London in 
July 1982. They have two 
daughters, Jonna and Allison. 

Jacob and Nancy Shenk begin 
a new assignment in Zimbab
we in January. Jake will 
serve as church treasurer, 
based in Bulawayo. The 
Shenks were missionaries in 
Zimbabwe during 1958-76 and 
are members of the Mount 
Pleasant, PA, congregation. 
Jake and Nancy have four 
grown sons. 

Missions Prayer Fellowship 
Projects for 1983 

Nagoya, Japan 
The Brethren in Christ 

are planting a church in Na
goya. Money is needed to 
purchase land and, eventually, 
to develop living quarters/ 
worship center facilities. 

GoaL- $30,000 (two-yr. project) 

Children's Project 
Your children can help 

purchase a fuel-efficient 
Mercury Lynx Wagon for use 
a t Timber Bay Children's 
Home in Saskatchewan. 

Goal: $5,000 
Send contributions for both projects to: 

Canada USA 
Mrs. Mary Sider Mrs. Frances Harmon 
R.R.//1 31* East 11th Street 
Wellandport Upland, CA 91786 
Ontario LOR 230 

Children's Project Coordinator 
Mrs. Carolyn Mann 
723 Sinclair Road 
Mechanicsburg, PA 17055 

J* 
Anthony Scott is the newest 
VSer in the Bronx Community 
Service Ministries unit in New 
York City. Tony is from the 
Beulah Chapel congregation 
in Springfield, Ohio. Follow
ing his high school graduation 
in 1982, Tony worked with 
Child Evangelism Fellowship 
for a summer. In the Bronx 
he has a job near the unit. 

January/February 1983 



Field 

Theological education in 
Nicaragua 

Thirty pastors and leaders 
participated in a three-day 
seminar for theological educa
tion in August a t Huapi, 
located in Nicaragua's rural 
eastern department, Zelaya. 
A one-day Bible study was 
held at El Arroyo for pastors 
of the Managua-Masaya area. 
Eighteen men were present for 
this study. The men seemed 
to be motivated; I am pleased 
with their interest and enthu
siasm. Both groups have asked 
to continue these Bible studies 
on more regular bases: bi
monthly at Huapi and monthly 
a t El Arroyo. The men's 
initiative in continuing the 
studies is encouraging. This 
will make them more meaning
ful. 

The north part of Nicaragua 
has not received needed 
Biblical education. Plans are 
being made either for these 
men to come to Managua for 
a few days or to send Enrique 

Palacios or Miguel Jara there 
for their education and en
couragement. 

- Marshall Poe 

VS program — even better 

Jim and Lillian Bailey, the 
new superintendent couple at 
Life Line Mission, see great 
potential for the voluntary 
service unit in San Francisco. 
The Baileys view the VS unit 
as much a ministry to the 
young people themselves as 
to the Mission. Wednesday 
night Bible studies on a vari
ety of relevant topics, as well 
as learning to live and work 
in a community, are making 
the program very profitable 
for the VS personnel. 

Because Life Line Mission 
depends largely on financial 
support from churches and 
individuals, the Baileys are 
also putting much effort into 
fund raising. They have plans 
for contacting local pastors, 

developing an annual fund-
raising banquet, and deputation 
in Southern California and 
the larger Brethren in Christ 
Church. 

Classroom evangelism in Japan 

I am finding real joy in 
being involved in direct evan
gelism through the English 
classes. Presently, we are 
not looking for more people 
but are concentrating on the 
evangelism of those now at 
tending. At least twelve are 
earnestly seeking and many 
others show interest. I meet 
weekly with most of these 
people. Each session offers 
information to help them bet
ter understand the meaning 
of being a Christian and how 
to become one. I feel this 
is where I belong; it is in 
teaching and sharing that I 
find my greatest fulfillment. 

It has also been a pleasure 
for me to see the Japanese 
leaders take increasingly more 
responsibility. I sit in their 
monthly meetings and am al
lowed to part icipate, but 
decisions reached are theirs, 
not mine. 

These has been an increas
ing awareness of the other 
Brethren in Christ churches 
in Japan. It appears there is 
a movement toward a Brethren 
in Christ Conference in Japan. 
I am very glad to see the 
church having an identity of 
its own. 

- Marlin Zook 

therefore 



Updates 
Fund drive for Children's Home 

"Echoing His Love" was the 
theme of the Montreal Lake 
Children's Home fund drive 
dinner to liquidate the debt 
on the multipurpose building. 
The dinner, held October 29, 
in Saskatoon, was a big suc
cess. Community people and 
young people from the Home 
joined the staff in preparing 
for the evening. We were 
proud of our young people and 
feel it was a good experience 
for all of us to meet the 
people who faithfully support 
the work in Timber Bay. We 
thank the Lord for the $30,000 
raised. The multipurpose 
building is a good outreach 
to the community as well as 
a recreational place for 
children at the Home. 

Montreal Lake Children's 
Home is changing its name to 
Timber Bay Children's Home 
as of January 1, 1983. This 
change has been requested by 
the community. Since we are 
located in the village of Tim
ber Bay, it will make us more 
a part of the community and 
less confusing for outsiders. 

- Cheryl Bert 
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Special meetings for Living
stone churches 

Maramba and Mupala Breth
ren in Christ congregations in 
Livingstone, Zambia, shared 
in the annual baptism/com
munion services October 8-10. 
About twenty people from the 
two churches were baptized. 
Among these believers were 
two students from David 
Livingstone Teacher Training 
College. 

The services were well 
attended with extra seats 
needed for the Sunday worship 
service. Special music was 
provided by youth choirs from 
both churches and several 
other groups. It was a time 
of fellowship, inspiration and 
challenge for all. 

- Lois Jean Sider 

Bible students attend church 
growth seminar 

Six Sikalongo Bible Institute 
students went to Ndola, in the 
Copperbelt, the first week of 
November. Some of them had 
never been to that part of 
their country before. There 
they met with Fred and Grace 

M f ' 1V>* t 

Holland, who were conducting 
a training program in church 
growth and visitation. 

After a profitable week 
the students returned to Sika
longo. They reported about 
their visitation and demonstra
ted visiting each home three 
times. They feel this program 
was very effective; quite 
a number of people they con
tacted made decisions for 
Christ. 

- Rachel Copenhaver 

La Communion Chretienne 
Nouvelle Vie 

"The New Life Christian 
Fellowship" (translation) will 
be the name of the Brethren 
in Christ fellowship in Quebec, 
once the charter is granted 
by the provincial government. 
With a recent interview having 
gone well, Dave and Patt i 
Miller are confident of being 
granted the charter. 

The past year has been full 
of contact-making. Discover
ing ways to meet people and 
gain their trust has been a 
challenging task. Dave speaks 
French well and has had some 
excellent opportunities to 
talk about God. He also wrote 
an article about the fellowship 
for the local paper in St. 
Romuald. Presently Dave is 
approaching several of their 
acquaintances to seek out 
those interested in a Bible 
study. Pray that several will 
respond with interest. 

- Patti Miller 



For a number of years the 
Lancaster congregation 
has had a Missions Prayer 

Fellowship. Its activities have 
been organized by a commit
tee of three or four individ
uals. The committee, of 
which I am a member, has 
had responsibility for plan
ning monthly activities to 
provide missions prayer sup
port, for developing aware
ness of Brethren in Christ 
Missions through periodic 
missions speakers, and for 
planning a yearly fall mis
sions conference. 

This MPF commit tee , 
appointed by the leadership 
of the congregation, has 
tended to reflect the inter
ests of a relatively few 
people. Our ages have tended 
to be above the average age 
of our congregation. 

A decided change in the 
pattern of things came this 
past September when Pastor 
Merle Brubaker invited the 
MPF committee to attend a 
seminar at Lancaster Bible 
College on the the me, "The 
local church can change the 
world." The seminar con
sisted of four modules as 
follows: 

1 - Your church can change 
the world! 

To begin, we studied the 
book of Acts, where Paul and 
Barnabas were "separated for 
service." It was a local 
church that sought out and 
sent these two missionaries. 

2 - The task before us/that 
everyone may know 

This was a look at the task 
of world evangelism through 
"church-growth eyes." This 
task of reaching every nation 
or people group with the 
gospel of Christ seems awe
some, but it can be accom-

The Growing 
of a Church 

Missions 
Committee 

How the missions 
emphasis is developing 

in one congregation 

by John Kreider 

plished if each church would 
be made aware of the great 
need and would accept the 
task as their own top priority. 

3 - Discovering God's goals 
In this session we saw the 

all-too-typical function of a 
missions committee drama
tized in a humorous way, 
then studied the scriptural 
formula for a goal-oriented 
missions ministry. An effec
tive missions committee 
knows what it wants to ac
complish (goals) and what 
steps it must take to 
achieve it (objectives). 

4 - Missions committee 
strategy 

At this point, members of 
each congregation attending 
the seminar took a self-
evaluation test on the sub
ject , "How missions-minded 
is your church?" Our delega
tion realized there was much 
room for improvement in 
our church. 

The seminar has helped us 
significantly in the "growing" 
of our missions committee-
We had invited a number of 
other individuals from our 
congregation to attend the 
seminar, through the encour

agement of our pastor. 
Several young adults were 
among these. Known to 
have an interest in missions, 
they have been invited to 
join our missions committee 
and are contributing beauti
fully in multiplying the vision 
for missions in our local fel
lowship. 

A priority for the coming 
year is for our congregation 
to adopt a philosophy of mis
sion: a s tatement of princi
ples, based in scripture, to 
guide the missions-related 
activities of our church. We 
realize that for our congre
gation to be fruitful in mini
stry it must carefully con
sider its rationale for priori
tizing and budgeting. Writ
ten guidelines can help us 
prevent a haphazard spat ter
ing of missions awareness, 
prayer, and promotion. 

G. Campbell Morgan, in 
The Missionary Manifesto, 
has this to say about the 
imperatives of the Great 
Commission (Matt. 28:19,20): 

"The realization of the 
promise of His abiding 
presence is entirely depend
ent upon the church's willing
ness to fulfill her responsi
bility. She has no right to 
apply this gracious word to 
herself save as she fulfills 
the conditions imposed. If 
we have no passion in our 
hearts for the discipling of 
the nations, we have no war
rant for believing that He 
remains in fellowship with us." 

Dr. Kreider serves as chair
man of the MPF in the 
Lancaster congregation. He 
has combined his enthusiastic 
personality and love for the 
cause of missions to encour
age others to become part of 
God's global outreach. 

10 therefore 



When we in the Breth
ren in Christ Church 
speak of Voluntary 

Service, we refer to a program 
that has become a household 
word in many homes and an 
opportunity that has affected 
the lives of many young peo
ple. Although Voluntary 
Service has been called by 
several different names and 
undergone various facelifts, 
i t remains as a positive ex
pression of our desire to be 
Christian servants in the 
world around us. 

During the war periods, 
our service endeavors were 
directed through such pro
grams as Civilian Public Serv
ice and the 1-W option. Pres
ently, however, we are in a 
period when young people are 
not required to do alternate 
forms of service to satisfy 
the government, though the 
likelihood of such require
ments in the future is increas
ing. Still, the idea of service 
is one that is extremely im
portant to us and needs to be 
viewed as more than a way 
to avoid participation in war. 
Voluntary Service, as it exists 
today, can be an excellent 
training ground for a lifestyle 
of Christian service. 

In recent years, the position 
of "earning VSer" has evolved 
as an opportunity to combine 
Christian service and a regu
lar working atmosphere. As 

Beginning 
a Lifestyle 
of Service 

by Kent Byer 

an earning VSer, a young per
son is allowed to find a job 
in a major metropolitan area, 
such as New York City or 
San Francisco. His wages 
are then contributed to the 
mission unit to cover opera
tional and ministry costs. 

During this t ime, the young 
person becomes part of a sup
port group consisting of other 
VSers and a unit leader. This 
group meets regularly and 
receives direction from the 
unit leader in such areas as 
cross-cultural communications 
and personal spiritual growth. 

As a unit, then, the VSers 
may be involved in some 
structured activities. An ex
ample is the VS unit in Bronx, 
New York, where one night a 
week is set aside as a recre
ational time for youth in the 
community. This type of 
ministry is done best when the 
Voluntary Service workers 

join together as a unit and 
share their talents and abili
ties. 

Also, individual workers are 
supported in their efforts to 
seek out other types of com
munity interaction, perhaps 
on a more personal level. 
Activities such as tutoring, 
visitation of the elderly, Big 
Brother/Big Sister, or es ta
blishing personal friendships 
provides fine opportunities to 
integrate Christian service 
and ministry into daily 
routines. 

Voluntary Service that com
bines a working situation 
with a supportive ministry 
group can help a person see 
that all of life should be 
aimed at ministry and service. 
Recently, four young people 
completed Voluntary Service 
assignments in New York 
City, working as part of the 
Bronx Community Service 
Ministries. I am sure that 
each of them will reflect 
on this VS experience as a 
time when they were able to 
learn how a Christian life
style can be part of their 
daily lives, including their 
employment and community 
involvement. 

The opportunities are 
available to us. Presently, 
positions are open for earning 
VSers in New York City and 
San Francisco. Voluntary 
Service has proven to be a 
valuable experience in the 
past. Now, more than ever, 
it can become a life-changing 
experience for young people 
who choose it as an invest
ment of their time. 

Kent is a graduate of Messiah 
College. Presently, he is 
giving a year of voluntary 
service in the Mount Joy 
Missions Center. 
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editorial 
The trap of a sinner-proof world 

I occasionally hear or read about a missionary who is planting a 
church and I get excited about his work. How fulfilling it must be to 
enter a community and, little by little, see a body of believers form 
and grow. "Someday I will be doing that," I say to myself. (And I look 
forward to being a church planter when my education is completed.) 
Then I consider what it is that this missionary is doing to start the 
church. He is meeting people who need the Lord, sharing the gospel 
with them, and discipling them individually and in groups. I could do 
that now. I do not need to wait until someday when I complete my 
education. I could do that and so could you. 

We could do it, that is, if we could just succeed in accomplishing 
step number one: meeting people who need the Lord. By "meeting" I 
mean learning something about them: their names, their occupations, 
their interests. Sure, we meet people, that is, we pass or bump into 
people while shopping or roller skating, but how many non-Christians 
do we know? 

Unfortunately, the Christian who knows the most non-Christians is 
the recent convert. The obvious reason for this is that he was one of 
them. He worked with them and bowled with them and exercized 
with them. She shopped with them and ate pizza with them. This per
son has more opportunities than most of us to share Christ with those 
who need Him. 

What is even more unfortunate is that he will likely fall into the 
trap that has snared but few of us: the trap of the sinner-proof world. 
We choose to participate only in those activities sponsored by Chris
tians and attended by the same. Let's take a look at the life of the 
Joe Average Sinner-Proof family: 

Joe is construction worker. There are two other Christians on the 
work crew. Though there are eight other men on the crew, it is 
amazing how few times you will find Joe working with the non-Chris
tians. When lunch time arrives, he and his two Christian friends re
move themselves from the others and have a Bible study and prayer 
meeting. Sometimes they pray for the others on the crew. 

After work, the three Christians car-pool home. Joe must eat 
quickly so he can get to the church basketball game. His wife, Mary, 
tells him about the fun she had at the Christian aerobics class. The 
children proclaim how good it is to no longer be persecuted for being 
Christians since they have enrolled in the Christian school. Mary re
members that she must get a babysitter so she can go to the church 
play practice. Joe says he must prepare for the Saturday night Bible 
study, "Isn't it awful that Harold won't attend? How can he think that 
bowling in a league with a bunch of sinners is more important than 
Bible study?" 

Like Joe, many of us have been trapped. How are we to be wit
nesses when we have practically no contact with non-Christians? How 
does the church planter do it? He puts forth a special effort to meet 
non-Christians. She joins the YWCA basketball league and helps the 
neighbors wash their car. He works with the Boy's Club and sings in 
the community choir. 

All too often we are so busy fellowshipping with Christians that 
we do not have time to meet those without the Lord. Praise the Lord 
for Christian sisters and brothers and the opportunities for fellowship. 
But we must not seclude ourselves from the very ones who need 
Christ the most. If that means having to miss Thursday night choir 
rehearsal, so be it. II Corinthians 5:20 says that God has chosen to 
make his appeal to the world through us. We must take God's appeal 
to those who need to hear it. That means getting involved with the 
non-Christians at work, at school, and in our communities. 

by Phil Byers 
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