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Introduction

In view of the recent interest in clubbing of the
fingers, this study was undertaken to determine the
significance of finger clubbing in chronic ulcerative
colitis and regional ileltis,

The English and American literature on clubbing
in general, and apecifically clubbing associated with
ulcerative colitis and regional ileitis, has been ex-
tensively reviewed and a summary of these findings
will be presented. Eighty-two cases of ulcerative co-
litis and regional ileitis at the University of Nebr-
aska and the Omaha Veterans Administration Hospitals
have been reviewed and the results are correlated later
in the paper.

History

Clubbed fingers were first described by Hippocrates
in 500 B.C. associated with a case of empyema. In the
year 1832, Pigeaux (1) wrote of the malady associated
chiefly with pulmonary tuberculosis. Von Bamberger (2)
and Pierre Marie (3), working independently, described
hypertrophic osteoarthropathy as an advanced stage of
clubbing in 1889 and 1890 respectively. Since that time
there have been well over four hundred articles publish-

ed on this interesting and controversial subject.(4)
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